r ttt 4 4 oy 29 7 
s dhge a dads 44 4edis af Hrigfiy Suhick wd ’ aX ; 
fs, oa Say ney BA Poe Py , panes Oe rts » tay fassi’ - say? s . bot ‘ 
dhe y E f dae ts 0M : : on i 
Mien acies Set et eae eyes! 3: a 
Hate f ‘ Seg ag rt 
brdvaevtdenrtacuen Ghar UY ft See hee 


dhe 


wie 
bags 


vats hate te Vay ny 
Ng Ws hh tiny 50 
Me ete ar COLAO a nC ME 
Pari eer ane peed Pay ivy 
( Rite Beicne 
PARTE YF we i i § Tee 
epee : & Sm i i ola “I rf A be, i 
i Nhe 14a} iY Ss dail ih wate 
ir M4 ayaa; wh 4 AN iY | haa Hen 
hav eng sf ia alg? i 5 RTT ah i ee 
ish alee est hen " tS tata? 
a ee rn 5! 4 fie Pi 
is ’ : de boiped 
ty 


aH eit) yy 
RH An ARI 


ee 


b 
a 


$7 


TEM ore Ht) tt 
Hau bebe ge: 44 Ope 
resale We oe eae Tee? ne Tgalboieiee bbe bok vine y 
4 reve # 4 ay 
Mina drat wont ae 
We Tera 
ydnehge ASN 
Neat y 


‘A 
ait 


a 


Hogar mer eed yt) i AT i 1 ‘ 
aiding t a Hae i tin Daan rep Wie Hylciae tay a) \ ’ 
ASR RM Hahidaokiveape bask dhe deatsofe ied Sate “ls Gatti 7 CAH ve 

i MS UA eA ie Ae Areata cometitnetti CEU Oe fa) 
an} ‘ tit f Ca ana 
Hie} ia at 4 
Notte 
pa 


ae 


ah 
iy 


Thy 
shine 
Hey 


Np 
} Ure , no fF hs 
NE Deiat Le er aikeiyeh TA, peded iF ony deck 
; CATR TORT 
atonan | 
Tha > 44): Pray 
wi ‘ ete 
Rane nnn} yeh, eM Weeds ie} } iy ipl neat 
i al Stay al i a ai nL SOL AG TR HCH 
a? La ; i Bh Pays 1 i i { OH Chane iit i ti Ai Kio De i aan aaah Me ‘pa ath ie > Wy at, ay i i Ht 
Nh D doh PN Aa eli yeti Batt 4 ' ae fut GEN Ho SCTE ih SUR UI 
ie Stag Eicon) ‘ Aaa tt Rr eu 


Moe Ee Oe te 
hea} i 


1s 
is Nie x if Ms i} adadiiade! 
HICDUHIRAR RSH iG ReRMeer Tea lat 
byt Lift si H fs ty . 


im 


pecs 


Ohana bey 

yt 
pats 
gy 


oo une 
ing H ‘) sfeLt 
guts Tatami ni i 


ti Ni Ait 
he on Viliei tine ae a atte i o) WN i 
i) ; H Oe) Ps ‘pei ay: 13) 
" } i) 
i avis 
My iy sia Hi : 
ee 
if 


aa 
\ a) 
A Wy 
4 


a 
Hi a) ie hi 
ol SAA 
wa f raat) ys i \ he Heh talahed HeeHete ; ahi i) ie Dues A vu 
aM i SUPA ihdeh : hit ) 4 G Hall i api 4 H HH itis tea ily heed Ra 
Wed { He wy.) eat! ih att Pen) tiene “ll rt A) 4 j iii iinet Ae ie 


ei 

H 
ith nT cee 
on oH pit 


a 
Sy teks fase iy 
aati 4 ite Artis A 
Hee ie abt eesti be 
pine W Khe Piety 


; 
i 


Se 

ae 
mate 
= 


+ i Ht 
fi hat: 
SM Ai 


if bi ie Fob sibeltath 1. (hs 
me i i d } 


; oy i 
a ihe 
. 


== 


Ay re 


=. 


War a ie 
HHA) {ip att 


1 
} t he NY hi y i 
Ki PS Oa i] SECA aby ya } hh ny} x ih dante ap day 
Wi Hake rt ya eg Piaates ; He MOLI! Nera HW Vater a i) ‘i 


Aad 


ae 
<< 
wee eee ae 


Re 
} Hea 


Mee 
ye 


—— 


Age) eta 
4 Ty 
} iM en ODMR 
Paves eh 
yr Nie DICE ve Ht 


1 aD Sk 
ar 
te 
Bet) 
ie} 


Ree } 
te at 4 iat CUES RRA A 
tinal HY Hiueyans Het “vi Mas i De ah ki male i 
Si aut i) TWAS OE anh ‘ yar i Caer santa 
i vei RAEN ATE hoaeh Tae t : wy ah) 
hy ityia) Vib aia) NN aatrataD Huh 


Sores 


aN Gt 
ae 
4 Ra 


Neti 


Senseo 


SS 


Pas 


me 


it iNet 


Hants f 


seta 
ehh e yon 
Bh Sh 
nats 
vst 


i oni 
J Seayoke ket 
fit in i, iat 
et sql 
iy 


a 


as 


‘ LM 
Gee ( ; ¥ AN i tna i} 
Mah i Ati ihn bah eitadititaen) Tes! 4) NAGA i te 
Misia: ; baw inet bed aiteibedsted. Ye hai Hata ) i AP Rena hs iS vite 


LDR th 
rh 


Ha 

hee kunci Re Ni 
PP ME eee pak yee 
Pe Mantpaco ites 


‘ AA 
AO oe Ved 
Ht hy vhs ei 


ay ; ‘} RA Ata ‘ 
hy o oye elh ute ran) i RAY : : " ei MILs pak 
CAIRO LA ACY A EL } UG MU acacia acy ; titi hagas 
; ae J } Y AR sl deed Abi teas Pols Lode bh i fh ian aay i mitt hy 
itt ih Pager eat FHAtE A es REGUS ; RAVAN ES ay Minit 
Wadia \ Moy Wiha ate PACA vie rin sbi thsi i He 
Vite vehene ‘i > Pe ti yA i ih vi i 


; 4 

* + Vf i “} i y lh he 4 : ie i Yat avn ‘Ate r vit 

oh Dereyaeysywerhne Petal ; bv oes ea scans betebe Mal Atanas h Mara! 4 . Ta At ; al CesT E See t : TOES bara 

Bats ech LUA AIAN MLS UR MO Re mh! SBM NRR Ca i Catt AA, SSNs Ne 
Valea) LA ® Tey rh ro ves in \ Mk Ay aye eA i : att 
Pa Teh wi eae yaletas ' fe 4 i , 


iran 


i te 4s: ): 
aN tte ety antics 
Ye Re ks ay by 3 SAY 

Fone Deke he A. 


f i vy 
VUdebe ib ua i evry ny Sais 
. ui : , vila. 2 ie : a ad yeal pirty 
rae tite MND by A Ae 
ie 


Velde oe yeti A ! eee 
WHEL ROU MITRE SET a Style nay Ved apes Paige Ds 


Mant 
Mae 
een 


Sap MPa ee 
aes a a 


mr 
az 
OF 
=— () 
fy 
On 
YO 
oT) 
on 
Bo 
o2 
2 
iz 
ro 


fe 


AMM 
stats 


N COUNTY 


i 


33 0175 


iE He 


SHE Os 


Gc 
92 
FS 
Day 
Lé 


Brief 
HISTORICAL SKETCHES | 
concerning 
PRL END Ss M Bee TIN Ge5 
of the |Past: and Present 
with special reference 
: to 
PHILADEL Paige A 
YEARLY MEETING 


KKK KH 


The work compiled by 


| 
| 
| 


T. CHALKLEY MATLACK 
Moorestown, N. de 


1938 


kARNOY BAT te Ae a ‘wage sas o 
AmvRatt Drutite ad 


| tala 


eanoTaNe | JAORRGTeTH 


SOUL T ATM Seer 
9 r m a) : thaws 1% bao tend, ortt do 
: | soteisler “iatoeqe  dgiw 
P 1 ; or 
vA | ATHaS. TGA dT a4 
| OUITIRM YINASY 
Sieh ROM eH 

eo bedigtes d1iow aft 
. rae) RATTAN OLIN 
7. Ve oA serose 10M ‘ ’ ; + 


*. ut | | 


| ee ged Tos Ral a 
sahil dd ea ve bed 


a 


48'72720 


With earnest appreciation for the kindness 
and courtesy of numerous friends who have 
made it possible for the compiler of these 
records to visit distant or inconveniently 
situated Friends' Meeting locatities, with 
especial mention of 
RALPH WILLIAMS | HERSHEY 

of Gap, Lancaster Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, with whom so many delight- 
ful "Queker Pilgrimages" have been lial 
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I love old Meeting-houses;- ‘tis a joy 

To look across the wistful memoried years 

And summon back the faces kind and calm 

Of old-time Friends, who gathered ‘neath these roofs 
In by-gone days, who loved these ancient seats 

Of fragrant wood, and loved the sheltering trees 

And tender violets among the grass 


“As we still love. 


-John Russell Hayes. 


The Quaker of the olden time: 
How calm and firm and true, 
Unspotted by its wrong and crime, 
He welked the dark earth through. 
He walked by faith and not by sight, 
By love and not by law; 
The presence of the wrong or right 
He rather felt than saw. 
-John Greenleaf Whittier. . 
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' NOTE. During the period that has elapsed since the foregoing Introduction 


was written, the compiler of these racords has been snabled to widen the scop 


of territory covered by his pilgrimages until, by the close of the year 1939, 


he can claim to hava visited 292 localities. Tnis includes the Meetings on 


., Long Islend, New York, and a number of long forgotten Meetings that were or- 


genized while yet subordinate to Philadelphia Yearly Mesting. Among these 


‘were Friendsville in Susquehsnna County, Pas, Monoquesy in Marylend, Bullskin 
or Berkeley, Tuscarora, Middle Creek, Crooked Run, Smith Creek, Beck Creek, 


Bear Gerden, Fawcstt's or Mount Pleasant, Southland, Stafford and Culpeper, 


all in Virginia; many of which are names no longer familiar to members of the 
* Society of Friends now in the fourth decade of the Twentieth Century. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
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No claim is made in these pages to a thorough investigation of 
the subject. The different articles are simply brief "Historical 


Sketches" that have been gathered by the compiler from various sourc- 


es. It is true there is considerable information of value, of its kind, 
in the book, but it is only a very small percent of what might be ob- 
tained. 

The main part of the work consists of a series of short "Histori- 
cal Sketches" of various Friends' Meetings that heve been in the past, 
or are et the present time, a part of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of 
the Society of Friends. These are arranged by the Quarterly and Half- 
Yearly Meetings in alphabetical order, and introduced by an outline 
story of the Yearly Meeting itself. Each division is accompanied by a 
map based upon the design of the diagrams used by Dr. Ezra Michener in 
his "Retrospect of Early Quakerism", but differing from his plan of 
showing the relationship of the subordinate meetings to the Quarterly 
and Yearly Meetings, by revealing also their geographical locations. 

In these maps different colors have heen used to designate the various 
Monthly Meetings, end one unchanged color to connect the Quarterly Meet- 
ings with the central and highest meeting, the Yearly Meeting. 

These "Historical Sketches" have been gathered from various sourc- 
es, (and trenscribed as found); from State and County histories, Friends' 
Monthly end Quarterly Meeting Minute Books, when access and opportunity 
have permitted; Friends’ Magazines and Quaker Journels; as well as from 
information given by individuals familiar with the subject who have vol- 
unteered their personal knowledge of facts, or, at times, traditions. 

The compiler's personal remarks have been added only in connection with 
his visits to the various localities, and then confined to his impress- 
ions of the places as he found them. 

The compiler is fully aware that in some cases very conflicting 
statements are made in a few of the "Sketches", mostly due to facts hav- 
ing been written by different historians, or, probably, to printers' mis- 
takes in putting them in print. There are some instances in which minutes 
of the Monthly or Quarterly Meetings have very kindly corrected these er- 
rors, but otherwise the compiler has made no edvance toward correcting 
such apparent misstetements, he having copied records as he found them. 
The utmost c#re has been exerted in transcribing written records by ed- 
hering strictly to the punctuation (often missing altogether), orthogra- 
phy (frequently illustrating the lack of scholastic training on the part 
of the clerk or writer), capitelization (so persistently misplaced), and 


' lenguage of the original manuscripts. In the original writings words 


have sometimes been written and then crossed out, contractions and ab- 
breviations heve been used, occasionally omitted letters eat the end or 
in the middle of a word occur, erid in the earlier writings of a century 


Y 


oe VME} 
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‘ 


or more ago, the customary use of the "long 5", puzzling and "pecu- 

liar" to the eyes of reeders of the present generation, frequently 

occur; and all have been transcribed as found. 

At the end of each section devoted to the Quarters or Haelf-Year 
Meetings in this work, is an Addende in which leter information ob- 
tained subsequent to the writing of the individual sketches, has been 
added. These sometimes clear away doubtful passages, or correct errors 
that may have been made in the sketches as at first copied. 

This work developed from the oft-resorted-to “hobby" of "making a 
collection" of pictures of Friends' Meeting Houses. This had been done 
frequently by others with laudable success, but the compiler of this 
collection resolved to make his collection a little differently. He 
-was interested in the Meeting Houses themselves and desired to actual- 
ly see them, photograph them and have all the pictures ix his collect- 
ion uniform in size. So with a small kodak in hand he began a series 
of enjoyeble "Quaker Pilgrimages" to verious localities, but especial- 
ly to these belonging to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, taking snap-shots, 
not only of the Meeting Houses, but of their environment, the school- 
buildings, Boarding Homes, and other institutions connected with them, 
The project soon extended to visiting localities that represented Meet- 
ings past and gone; and the idea of gathering short historical annals 
of the Meetings "Past end Present" very promptly attached itself to 
the undertaking, ultimately resulting in the "Brief Historical Sketch- 
es" treated of in this book. 

These "Quaker Pilgrimages" which proved so interesting to the com- 
piler, were begun in 1928, and, during the decede which followed, to 
the present time in 1938, he visited close upon 275 localities, and 
collected data concerning ea goodly number of others which he hoped to 
visit sometime in the future. Although a special interest was center- 
ed in the meetings Past and Present of Philedelphia Yearly Meeting; 
several others, either unofficially or not et ell connected with that 
religious organizetion, have proved Meccas of regerd for the kodak end 
pen. The territory covered by these "Queker Pilgrimages" includes the 
Stetes of New Jersey and Delaware, a very large part of Pennsylvania, 
an equally emple portion of Maryland, numerous localities in Virginia, 
and a few others in distant scattered situations - which the compiler 
has been.so fortunete as to visit. 

In going on these little journeys the compiler has generally 
trseveled alone by means of public service; but to reach some of the 
localities he has been indebted to the kindness of some of his friends 
who have taken him to many out-of-the-way places which he would have 
been otherwise unable to conveniently visit using public service. In- 
dividual mention is made of these persons in the historical sketches. 
The complete list of those whose courtesy was so extended to the com- 
piler is as follows. The list also includes some intimetion of the 
meeting localities to which those friendly journeys were extended:- 

1. Ralph Williems Hershey of Gep, Pa., by whose courtesy the Meebing 
localities in Lancaster, York and Adems Counties, Pa., many in- 
teresting places on the Eastern Shore of Maryland and several 
others in the same state were reached. Among them were the fol- 
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lowing twenty-one out of thirty-seven;- Bayside, Betty's Cove, 
Cecil, Center, Md., DeerCreek, Eastland, Elk Ridge, Fswn, Gun- 
powder, Huntingdon, Lempeter, Little Falls, Menallen, Newberry, 
Octoraro, Penn Hill, Pipe Creek, Robeson, Tuckahoe, Warrington 
and York. 

Joseph Wilmer Lundy of Newtown, Bucks Co., Pa., to whom was indebt- 
ed the possibility of visits to nineteen localities in Pennsyl- 
venia end New Jersey. These included most of the Friends’ Meet- 
ings in Bucks County, Pa., and the distant localities of Beach 
Haven, Hast Brench, Hardwick, Randolph, Squankum and Topanemus 
in New Jersey. 

Ase Mordecei Smith of Moorestown, N. J.» who took the compiler to 
twelve locelities. This included severel in Burlington County, 
New Jersey, Buck Hill Falls in Pennsylvania and Third Haven and 
Tuckahoe Neck on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 

Mary Roberts Walton of Kennett Square, Pa., to whom is due the op- 
portunity of visiting the nine Meeting localities of Homeville, 
Little Elk, London Britain, Marlborough, Mill Creek, Parkers- 
ville, Pennsgrove, Spencer's and Unionville. 

Bertha Knowles Heslet of Washington, D.C., whose kindness enabled 
the compiler to visit the eight Quaker sections of Alexandria, 
Feirfax, Goose Creek, Hopewell, Sandy Spring, Washington, Win- 
chester and Woodlewn. 

Joseph Roberts Lippincott of Riverton, N. J. Hight localities were 
visited in company with Joseph end his sister Elizabeth Roberts 
Lippincott; they were Middletown, Shrewsbury and Stony Brook in 
New Jersey, and Elklands, Loyalsock, Muncy, Pocono Ménor and Po- 
cono Leke Preserve in Pennsylvania. 

Thomas Hemus Strain of Merchantville, N. J., to whom is due the 
privilege of getting to the Meeting Houses of Appoquinimink, Ex- 
eter, London Britain, Shrewsbury, Stanton, State College, in all, 
six variously located in Delaware, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

Rena Bond Bacon of Bridgeton, N. Jo, who took the compiler to Mau- 
rice River Meeting locality at Port Elizabeth, and more. then once 
to Allowaystown, Alloways Creek, Greenwich and Salem, five places 
in Salem and Cumberland Counties, New Jersey. 

Eswerd W. Jenkins of Dover, Delaware, by whose courtesy Cool Spring, 
Duck Creek, Little Creek, Milford and Murderkill, five localities 
were reached, all in the State of Delaware. 

Frank ©. Morgan of 1629 Walnut St., Phila., who took the compiler to 
five Queker localities, including Old Kennett and Longwood in the 
county of Chester, and Warminster in Bucks County, Pa. 

Charles Henry Parsons of Atlantic City, N. J., who, on the occasions 
of various rides in the vicinity of Atlantic City, visited five 
Quaker localities, Barnegat, Bridgeport (Wading River), Cape Mays. 
(Seaville), Galloway (Leeds Point) and Tuckerton. 

Ella YW. Thomas of Oxford, Pa. This interested Friend took the com- 
piler to four Friends' Meeting Houses, Colora, Doe Run, and the 
two Nottinghams, East and West. 
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13. John Roberts Matlack of Evesboro, N. J., enabled the compiler to 
visit Medford and Vincentown, and the long ago abandoned Hope- 
well locality, all in New Jersey. 

14. Carl Henry Young and his wife, Henrietta Roschie Young of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., in 1937, took the compiler to Mt. Tabor (Fallow- 
field), Redstone and Westland, three localities in the Monon- 
gahela Valley, all isolated and difficult of access by public 
service. 

15. Harry Elmer Fetzer of Richmond, Indiana, who added two localities 
Whitewater and Earlham College to the list of places visited 
by the compiler. 

16. John W. Gregg of Lincoln, Va. took the compiler to the two local- 
ities of The Gap and South Fork, Va. 

17. Frances Gardiner Conrow of Moorestown, N. J., visited the two 
Meeting Houses of Arney's Mount and Upper Springfield, both 
in Burlington County, N.J., in company with the compiler. 

18. Isabel Fulton Reynolds of Gum Trea, Pa., kindly gave the compiler 
the chance of visiting the Bart and East Sadsbury localities. 

19. Jeane Walton Schrader of Chester Heights, Pa., gave the compiler 
an opportunity to see Chichester and Concord Meeting Houses. 

20. Chester Raymond Shumway of Ravenna, Ohio} enabled the compiler to 
obtain a visit to the Meeting localities of Salem and Demas- 
cus, both of Ohio Yearly Meeting. 

21. H. Clifford Campion of Media, Pa., assisted the compiler in find- 
ing the Oak Grove Meeting locality at Buckshutem, N.J. 

224 Carlton Moore Gardiner of Moorestown, N. J., took the compiler to 
Woodstown, N. J. ; ; 

23. Clemuel R. Henrie of Millville, Pa., very courteously took the com- 

Bess) piler to the Greenwood Meeting House in Columbia Co., Pa. 

24. Frenk Hodgin of Richmond, Indiana, gave the compiler an opportuni- 
ty of obtaining pictures in the Ridge Cemetery, near the city 
of Richmond, Indiana. 

25+ Lester Ellsworth Nelson of New Market, N. J., took. the compiler 
on his first visit to Rahway Meeting locality. 

26. Henry Ridgway of Mickleton, N. J., took the compiler on his first 
visit to the old Solomon's Graveyard near Mickleton. 

In this volume of "Historical Sketches" a large group of Meetings, either 
unofficially associated with the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, or having 
no direct connection whatever with it, are grouped alphabetically in the 
Addenda attached to the main body of the work by the compiler, 
T. Chalkley Matlack, 
Moorestown, N. Je 


August 15, 1938. 
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: . NOTE. During the period that has elapsed since the foregoing Introduction 


was written, the compiler of these records -has been enabled to widen the scopi 
of territory covered by his pilgrimages until, by the close of the yeer 1939, 
he can claim to have visited 292 localities. This includes the Meetings on 


F Long Islend, New York, and a number of long forgotten Meetings that were or- 


genized while yet subordinate to Philadelphis Yearly Meeting. Among these 
were Friendsville in Susquehanna County, Pa., Monoquesy in Marylend, Bullskin 
or Berkeley, Tuscarora, Middle Creek, Crooked Run, Smith Creek, Back Creek, 


pes Bear Garden, Fawcett's or Mount Pleasant, Southland, Stafford and Culpeper, 
*- all in Virginia; many of which are names no longer familiar to members of the 


Society of Friends now in the fourth decade of the Twentieth Century. 
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PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING. 


FR HEHEHE IR HIE 
Meeting established at Burlington, N.J...1681. 
Business Meetings in Philadelphia from...1712. 
All Meetings in Philadelphia from........1760. 
250th Anniversary celebrated.....eee++++e193l. 
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Ezra Michener of New Garden, Chester County, Pennsylvania, in 
his "Retrospect of Harly Quakerism", gives a detailed record of the 
history of the Philedelphia Yearly Meeting. From his work, published 
in 1860, the following extracts are taken:- 

"In the early eettling of the American Colonies, Friends paid 
little regard to what would now be considered a regular order of pro- 
cedure, in the establishment of meetings. They were a practical peo- 
ple. They soon discovered their most pressing wants, sand sought the 
most direct means to supply them. After the establishment of meetings 
for worship, which were generally held at each other's houses, Month- 
ly Meetings became their greatest need, for the right ordering of mar- 
riages, receiving and granting certificates, &c., and they were next 
supplied. Quarterly Meetings, as we shall see, were then less essen- 
tial, every third Monthly Meeting, being called a Quarterly Meeting, 
without perceptibly changing either its authority, or the character 
of the business which it transacted. It was only as Friends became 
numercus, and widely diffused, that Yearly Meetings were required, to 
embody the principles and practices of the Society, thereby to estab- 
lish a uniform order and discipline, and maintain right authority in 
the Church. Prior to which time, Quarterly and even Monthly Meetings, 
issued their advisory rules, which were deemed authoritative by the 
members- | 

"1681.- ‘At the Monthly Meeting at Burlington, the 2d of the 
third month, 1681, it was unanimously agreed, that a General Meeting 
be yearly held in Burlington, the first of which, to be the 28th of 
sixth month, 1681.' -(Burlington Monthly Meeting.) 

"1681.- ‘At a Generel Meeting, held in Burlington, the last day 
of the sixth month, 1681, at the house of Thomas Gardner, it was mutu- 
ally egreed that a Women's Meeting shotild be established.' -( Burling- 
ton Monthly Meeting.) 

"*But it is asked (says Williem Penn, in his Just Measures), why 
should women meet apart? We think for a very good reason. The church 

-increaseth, which increaseth the business of the church, and women, 
' whose bashfulness will not permit them to say or do much, as to churen 
affeirs, before the men, when by themselves, may exercise their gift 
of wisdom and understanding, ih a direct care of their own sex, at 


th 
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‘ 


least, which makes up not the least part of the business of the church, 
and this, while the men are upon their own proper business, also, as 
men and women make up the Ghurch, men and women make up the business of 
the Church.'" 
Williem Penn attended the Yearly Meeting in Burlington, N.J., held 
in 1683, and only one moth later, another Yearly Meeting was convened ir 
Philadelphia. In the year 1685 it was 

"Unenimously agreed and concluded by this meeting (in Philadelphia) 
that there be but one Yearly and General Meeting in Pennsylvania and 
West Jersey one year at Burlington, and another at Philadelphia — 
end to be held the next year at Burlington on the first day in the sev- 
enth month for worship, and the fourth day to be the men's and women's 
meeting. The next year after to be at Philadelphia, on the same day of 
the seme month, and to continue the same time." -(Yearly Meeting.) 

Quoting from "Our Past and Our Future" by Amelia Mott Gummere, 1931 
"The first Yearly Meeting was called at the instance of the Monthly Meet 
ing, which had been set up Fifth Month (July) 15, 1678, the summer efter 
landing. .To.. this would come Friends from Long Island, New York, the 
Jerseys, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Delaware (then a part of Pennsylva-- 
nia). New England (1661) and Baltimore (1672) hed their ow Yearly Meet- 
ings already established. There was, however, much interchange of visit- 
ing preachers. There were seven towns or small settlements in the Jer- 
seys when Friends first came to Burlington, the largest of about one hun 
dred families, the smallest, forty. Shrewsbury Meeting had been settled 
in 1670, and was able to entertain George Fox when he crossed the colony 


from that place to wheat is now Burlington in 1672." 


In 1704 the following minute was made by Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 

ing:- '"1704.- "It is the sense of this meeting, that ell Quarterly Meet- 
ings give a strict charge to the members whom they appoint to attend the 
service of the Yearly meeting, that none of them be absent from their 
duty therein, without the leave of the said meeting.' -(Yearly Meeting. ) 

"1705.- ‘Semuel Jennings proposed, on behalf, and, at the request of 
women's meeting, that they mey be permitted to have a Yearly Meeting 
stock of their own, for such services es mey more properly fall under 
their notice; to which this meeting condescends.' -(Yearly Meeting. ) 

_ In 1712. it was decided to hold ell business meetings of the Yearly 
Meeting in Philadelphia and to remain so. Im 1755 it was arranged thet 
the meeting should be held ennually in the Ninth Month, end after 1760, 
ell Yeerly Meetings et Burlington were discontinued, end Philadelphia 
became the permenent plece for holding them. The time for holding the 
Yearly Meeting was changed in 1798 from the Ninth Month to the third 
Second-day in Fourth Month, with the meeting for Ministers and Elders 
on the Seventh-day preceding. 

In 1627. came the "Separation" which caused the establishment of two 
Yeerly Meetings in Philedelphia, the Orthodox and the Hicksites, the 
former convening in the Mulberry Street Meeting House, (later, after 
1654, celled Arch Street Meeting House); end the Hicksites having theirs 
in Green Street Meeting House (for the men) and in @ new Meeting House 


15 


on Cherry Street (for the women). The lack of room at Green Street end 
the unsatisfectory condition at Cherry Street brought about the erect- 
ionof the large Meeting House at Fifteenth and Race Streets in 1&56, 
where the first session of the Mant Yearly Meeting was convened in 
Fifth Month, 1857. 

The two hundred and fiftieth a iat of the establishment of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting was held conjointly by interested members 
of both branches of the Society at Burlington Friends’ Meeting House, 
Sixth Month (June) 20, 1931, the meeting being presided over by Charles 
Francis Jenkins. The program consisted of 

1. Addresses of welcome by D. Robert Yarnall and George A. Welton, 
Clerks respectively of the Arch Street end the Race Street Yearly Meet- 
ings. 

2. Greetings from other Yearly Meetings, including London, Englend, 
New England, New York, Baltimore, North Carolina and a Letter from the 
President ‘of the United States, Herbert Hoover. 

3. Roll Call of the Delegates from the two Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ings. 

4. An Historical Peper called “Our Past and Our Future" by Amelia 
Mott Gummere. 

Se Roll Call of the Early Friends who were represented by their de- 
scendants dressed in the costumes of their ancestors. 

In the evening seven tebleaux were presented on the lawm back of the 
Meeting House. These illustreted typical. episodes in the history of the 
early Friends end the Meeting at Burlington. 

During the long period of two hundred end fifty years of its histo- 
ry, there have been eleven Quarterly and one Helf-Yeerly Meeting within 
the limits of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting:- 

1. Abington Quarter established... .ccccccvecccvesesseh Obs 
2. Bucks Quarter established... .cccccccevccccesceeveeelSS4, 
3. Burlington Quarter established...csccccccvcceeveeer elOB2. 
4. Caln Quarter established... ccccsccccvccccccvsrses sel GQ. 
5. Concord Quarter established. ..cccsccrccvcccccseseeelbSae 
6. Haddonfield Quarter established. .cecccccesssceseseellI4e 
7. Philadelphia Quarter established. -cccccccerereeseeelhiB2. 
8. Salem Quarter eStablishedeoccccccscccccscccscsesss 1LOGR. 
9. Shrewsbury Quarter established ..ccceeerevecsesreeelbl ie 

10. Southern Quarter established... ccccccccesssereeveee ell IO. 

ll. Western Quarter esteblished..cccccccrvscecvvceeess LidG. 

12. Fishing Creek Half-Year Meeting established........1834. 

A printed schedule of the verious Quarterly Meetings with their sub- 
ordinate Monthly and Particular Meetings in the year 1812, provides inter- 
esting information of the extent of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting at that 
time. It was as follows:- 

1. Abington Quarter. 

-Abington Monthly Meeting embracing Abington, Frankford and 
Germantown Perticuler Meetings. 
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-Byberry Monthly Meeting. 

-Gwynedd Monthly Meeting embracing Gwynedd, Plymouth and Prov- 
idence Particular Meetings. 

-Horshem Monthly Meeting. 

~Richland Monthly*Meeting embracing Richland and Stroudsburg 
Particular Meetings. 


2 Bucks Quarter. 


3. 


~Buckingham Monthly Meeting eo ae Buckingham and Plumstead 
Particular Meetings. 
-Falls Monthly Meeting embracing Fells end Mekefield Particu- 
lar Meetings. 
-Middletown Monthly Meeting embracing Middletowm and Bristol 
Particular Meetings. . 
-Solebury Monthly Meeting. 
-Wrightstown Monthly Meeting. 
Burlington Quarter. 
-Burlington Monthly Meeting embracing Burlington, Lower Mans- 
field, Old Springfield and Rancocas Perticular Meetings. 
-Chesterfield Monthly Meeting embracing Bordentown, Chesterfield 
East Brench, Stony Brook and Trenton Particular Meetings. 
'-Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting embracing Barnegat and Egg Harbor 
Perticular Meetings. 
-Mount Holly Monthly Meeting embracing Mount Holly, Mount Meet- 
ing end Vincent Town Particuler Meetings. 
-Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting embracing Mansfield, Upper 
Freehold end Upper Springfield Particular Meetings. 
Caln Quarter. 
~Bradford Monthly Meeting embracing Bredford, East Caln end 
West Caln Particular Meetings. 
-Robeson Monthly Meeting. 
-Sadsbury Monthly Meeting embrecing Sadsbury, Golumbis end Latnp- 
ater Particuler: Meetings. 
- Uwchlen Monthly Meeting embracing Downingtown, Nantmeal, Pike- 
lend and Uwchlan Particular Meetings. 
Concord Quarter . 
-Darby Monthly Meeting. 
-Chester Monthly Meeting embracing Chester, Middletown, Provi- 
dence and Springfield Particular Meetings. 
-Concord Monthly Meeting embracing Birminghem, Chichester and 
Concord Particular Meetings. 
-Goshen Monthly Meeting embracing Goshen, Newtown and Willis- 
town Particular Meetings. 
-Wilmington Monthly Meeting embracing Wilmington and Stanton 
Particular Meetings. 


6. Haddonfield Quarter. 


-Chester Monthly Meeting embracing Chester (Moorestown) and 
Westfield Particular Meetings. 

-Eveshem Monthly Meeting embracing Evesham and On Nes Partic- 
ular Meetings. 
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-Great Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting embracing Lower Great Egg Har- 
bor end Upper Great Egg Harbor Particular Meetings. 
~ Haddonfield Monthly Meeting embracing Haddonfield and Newton 
Particular Meetings. 
-Upper Eveshem Monthly Meeting embracing Upper Evesham, Cropwell 
and Hopewell Particular Meetings. 
7. Philadelphia Quarter. 
-Exeter Monthly Meeting embracing Exeter, Maiden Creek, Reading 
end Pottstown Particular Meetings. 
“Muncy Monthly Meeting embracing Muncy, Berwick, Catawissa, Fishing 
Creek, Roaring Creek and Pine Grove Particular Meetings. 
-Northern District Monthly Meeting. 
-Philadelphia Monthly Meeting embracing Mulberry Street and Twelfth 
Street Particular Meetings. 
-Radnor Monthly Meeting embracing Haverford, Merion, Radnor and 
Valley Particular Meetings. 
-Southern District Monthly Meeting (Pine Street). 
8. Salem Quarter. 
~Greenwich Monthly Meeting embracing Alloways Creek and Greenwich 
Particular Meetings. 
-Maurice River Monthly Meeting embracing Maurice River and Cape 
May Particuler Meetings. 
-Piles Grove Monthly Meeting embracing Piles Grove, Woolwich and 
: Upper Penn's Neck Particular Meetings. 
| -Salem Monthly Meeting. 
-Woodbury Monthly Meeting embracing Woodbury, Upper Greenwich and 
Chestnut Ridge Particular Meetings. 
| 9. Shrewsbury and Rahway Quarter. 
-Hardwick and Randolph Monthly Meeting embracing Hardwick and 
Rendolph Particular Meetings. 
-Kingwood Monthly Meeting. 
-Rahway and Plainfield Monthly Meeting embracing Plainfield and 
Rahwey Particular Meetings. 
-Shrewsbury Monthly Meeting embracing Shrewsbury, Squan and Squan- 
cum Particular Meetings. 
| 10. Southern Quarter. 
-Cecil Monthly Meeting embracing Chester, Cecil and Head of Ches- 
ter Particular Meetings. 
-Duck Creek Monthly Meeting embracing Appoquinimink, Duck Creek 
and Little Creek Particular Meetings. 
-Motherkiln Monthly Meeting embracing Motherkiln (Murderkill) , 
Milford end Cold Spring Particular Meetings. 
-North West Fork Monthly Meeting embracing Center, North West Fork 
end Marshy Creek Particular Meetings. 
-Third Haven Monthly Meeting embracing Bayside, Choptenk, Third 
Haven, Tuckehoe and Tuckshoe Neck Particular Meetings. 
ll. Western Quarter. 
-Center Monthly Meeting embracing Center and Hockesson Particular 
Meetings. 
-Fallowfield Monthly Meeting embracing Fellowfield and Doe Run 
Particular Meetings. 
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-~Kennett Monthly Meeting embracing Kennett and Marlborough Par- 
ticuler Meetings. 

-Little Britain Monthly Meeting embracing Eastland and Little 
Britain Particuler Meetings. 

-London Grove Monthly Meeting. 

-New Garden Monthly Meeting embracing Kennett Square, New Garden, 
Spencer's and Webt Grove Perticular Meetings. 

-Nottingham Monthly Meeting embracing East Nottingham and West 
Nottingham Particuler Meetings. 

This schedule shows that in 1812 there were 56 Monthly Meetings em- 
bracing 139 particular meetings in the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. 
With the unfortunate "Separation" of 1627 the one lerge Yearly Meeting 
became two,-and a new history begen, each brench enumerating the same 


on named Quarters, but in some instances, both in the Hicksite and in the 


Orthodox branches, there were subordinate meetings so small in member- 
ship that a few yesre placed them on the list of discontinued meetings. 
This condition of affairs affected the Monthly and the Quarterly Meet- 
ings to their detriment. 

The schedule of Meetings in 1858, thirty-one years after the "Sep- 
aration", shows the number of Monthly Meetings was 47 and the particuler 
meetings altogether numbered 115. Here is the schedule (Hicksite) as 
framed from Michener's “Retrospect of Early Quakerism". 

1. Abington Querter. 
-~Abington Monthly Meeting. 
-Byberry Monthly Meeting. 
-Gwynedd Monthly Meeting embracing Gwynedd, Plymouth, Norristown, 
Providence and Whitemersh Particular Meetings. 
-Horsham Monthly Meeting embracing Horsham, Upper Dublin end War- 
minster Particular Meetings. 
-Richlend Monthly Meeting embrncrney! Richland end Stroudsburg Par- 
ticular Meetings. 
2 Bucks Quarter. 
-Buckinghem Monthly Meeting embracing Buckingham, Plumstead and 
Doylestown Particuler Meetings. 
-Falls Monthly Meeting embracing Falls end Pennsbury Particular 
Meetings. 
-Makefield Monthly Meeting embracing Mekefield, Newtown and Yard- 

; leyville Perticular Meetings. 

“Middletown Monthly Meeting embracing Middletowm end Bristol Par- 
ticuler Meetings. 

-Quakertown Monthly Meeting. 

3. Burlington Quarter. 

-Burlington Monthly Meeting embracing Burlington, Rancocas, Old 
Springfield end Mansfield Neck Particular Meetings. 

-Chesterfield Monthly Meeting embracing Bordentown, Chesterfield, 
Trenton and Stony Brook Particuler Meetings. 

-Mount Holly Monthly Meeting embracing Mount Holly, Vincentown 
and Mount Perticuler Meetings. 

-Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting embracing Upper Springfield, 
Mansfield and Upper Freehold Perticuler Meetings. 
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4. Caln Quarter. 
( ~Bradford Monthly Meeting embracing East Caln end Romensville Par- 
ticular Meetings. 
-Robeson Monthly Meeting. 
-Sadsbury Monthly Meeting embracing Sedsbury, Bert, Lampeter and 
Columbia Particular Meetings. 
-Uwchlen Monthly-Meeting embrecing Uwchlan end Kimberton Pertic- 
uler Meetings. 
5- Concord Querter. 
-Birminghem Monthly Meeting embracing Birminghem and West Chester 
Particular Meetings. 
_ Chester Monthly Meeting embrecing Chester, Providence and Middle- 
town Particular Meetings. 
-Concord Monthly Meeting embrecing Concord and Chichester Partic- 
ular Meetings. 
-Darby Monthly Meeting. 
-Goshen Monthly Meeting embracing Goshen, Newtown and Willistown 
Paerticuler Meetings. 
-Wilmington Monthly Meeting embrecing Wilmington and Stanton Par- 
ticular Meetings. 
6. Haddonfield Quarter. 
-Chester Monthly Meeting embracing Chester (Moorestown) and West- 
field Particuler Meetings. 
-Evesham Monthly Meeting. 
~Haddonfield Monthly Meeting ombrecing Haddonfield and Newton 
Particulsr Meetings. 
—Medford Monthly Meeting. 
7. Philadelphia Querter. 
-Exeter Monthly Meeting embracing Meiden Creek and Reading Pertic- 
ular Meetings. 
-Green Street Monthly Meeting embracing Green Street, Germantown, 
Frenkford and Fair Hill Particular Meetings. 
-Philedelphia Monthly Meeting embrecing Race Street and West Phis= 
eadelphia Particular Meetings. 
-Radnor Monthly Meeting embracing Haverford, Merion, Radnor, Velley. 
end Schuylkill Particular Meetings. 
8. Sslem Querter. 
-Greenwich Monthly Meeting embracing Alloweys Creek end Greenwich 
Particular Meetings. 
-Pilesgrove Monthly Meeting embracing Pilesgrove, Woolwich and 
. Upper Penn's Neck Ferticular Meetings. 
-Salem Monthly Meeting. 
-Woodbury Monthly Meeting embrecing Woodbury and Upper Greenwich 
Particular Meetings. 
9. Southern Quarter. 
-Cecil Monthly Meeting embracing Cecil and Chester Neck Perticu- 
ler Meetings. 
-Camden Monthly Meeting embracing Camden, Appoquinimink and Lit- 
tle Creek Particular Meetings. 
-North West Fork Monthly Meeting embracing Snow Hill, Pine Grove 
end Center Particulsr Meetings. 
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-Third Haven Monthly Meeting embracing Third Heven and Tuckehoe 
Neck Particular Meetings. 
10. Western Querter. 
~Centre Monthly Meeting embracing Centre and Hockesson Partic- 
uler Meetings. 
-Fallowfield Monthly Meeting embracing Fallowfield and Doe Run 
Perticular Meetings. 
-Kennett Monthly Meeting embracing Kennett, Kennett Square, Marl- 
borough end Unionville Perticular Meetings. 
-London Grove Monthly Meeting. 
-New Garden Monthly Mesting embracing New Garden, West Grove and 
Mill Creek Perticular Meetings. 
-Pennsgrove Monthly Meeting embracing Pennsgrove and Homeville 
(Oxford) Particular Meetings. 
ll. Fishing Creek Helf-¥ear Meeting. 
-Cetawisse Monthly Meeting. 
~Fishing Creek Monthly Meeting. 
~Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting embrecing Roaring Creek, Berwick 
and Shamokin Perticular Meetings. 

At the seme dete, 1858, the schedule of the Orthodox Yearly Meeting 
shows 9 Quarters with 35 Monthly Meetings and 75 Perticuler Meetings, 
as follows:- 

1. Abington Quarter. 
-Abington Monthly Meeting embracing Abington, Horsham and Strouds- 
burg Particular Meetings. 
~Frankford Monthly Meeting embracing Frankford and Germantown 
Particular Meetings. 
-Gwynedd Monthly Meeting embracing Gwynedd and Plymouth Particu- 
lar Neetings. 
2- Bucks Quarter. 


-Buckingham Monthly Meeting embracing Buckingham, Plumstead, Sols- 
bury and Wrightstown Particular Meetings. 

-Falls Monthly Meeting embracing Falls and Bristol Particular 
Meetings. . 

3. Burlington Quarter. 

-Burlington Monthly Meeting embracing Burlington, Mount Holly and 
Rancocas Particular Meetings. 

-Chesterfield Monthly Meeting embracing Crosswicks, Stony Brook 
end Trenton Particular Meetings. 

-Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting embracing Mansfield and Upper 
Springfield Particular Meetings. 

-Little Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting embracing Barnegat and Tucker- 
ton Particular Meetings. 

-Rahway and Plainfield Monthly Meeting embracing Plainfield and 

Rahwey Perticular Meetings. 
4. Caln Quarter. 

-Bradford Monthly Meeting embracing Bradford, East Caln and West 
Caln Particular Meetings. 

-Robeson Monthly Meeting. 

~Sadsbury Monthly Meeting embracing Bart and East Sadsbury Par- 
ticular Meetings. 
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-Uwchlan Monthly Meeting embracing Uwchlan and Downingtown Par- 
ticular Meetings. 
5. Concord Quarter. 
-Chester Monthly Meeting embracing Chester, Darby, Middletown and 
Springfield Particular Meetings. 
-Birmingham Monthly Meeting embracing Birminghem and West Chester 
Particular Meetings. 
~Concord Monthly Meeting embracing Concordville and Chichester 
Particular Meetings. 
-Goshen Monthly Meeting embracing Goshen, Whiteland and Willis- 
town Particular Meetings. 
-Wilmington Monthly Meeting.. 
6. Haddonfield Quarter. 
-Chester Monthly Meeting embrecing Chester (Moorestown) and West- 
field Particular Meetings. 
“Evesham Monthly Meeting enbracing Evesham end Easton Particular 
Meetings. 
-Haddonfield Monthly Meeting embracing Galloway, Haddonfield and 
Newton Particular Meetings. 
-Upper Evesham Monthly Meeting embracing Cropwell and Upper Eves- 
ham Particular Meetings. 
7. Philadelphia Quarter. 
~Exeter Monthly Meeting embracing Exeter, Maiden Creek and Potts- 
town Particular Meetings. | 
-Muncy Monthly Meeting embracing ee age Greenwood and Muncy, 
Particular Meetings. 
-Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, Arch Street. 
-Northern District Monthly Meeting, North Meeting. 
-Southern District Monthly Meeting, Orange Street. 


-Western District Monthly Meeting embracing Twelfth Street, Haver-: 


ford and Merion Particular Meetings. 
8. Selem Quarter. 
-Greenwich Monthly Meeting. 
-Salem Monthly Meeting embracing Salem and Pilesgrove Particular 
Meetings. 
-Yoodbury Monthly Meeting. 
9. Western Quarter. 

-Kennett Monthly Meeting. 

~New Garden Monthly Meeting embracing London Britain, New Garden 

end West Grove Particular Meetings. 

-London Grove Monthly Meeting embracing Penden Grove and Fallow- 

field Particular Meetings. 

By comparison of the Yearly Meetings of 1858 with those of 1827, 
it is noticed thet the Shrewsbury and Rehway Quarter having been trans- 
ferred to New York Yearly Meeting in 1835, took from the Hicksite branch 
ell of the meetings in northeastern New Jersey, while in the Orthodox 
- branch two of the meetings, Plainfield and Rehway, were retained as a 
part of Burlington Quarter. Another noticeable change was the establish- 
ment of the Fishing Creek Half-Yeer Meeting in 1834 jn the Hicksite 
brench of the Yearly Meeting, which took the isolated meetings located 
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between the West and North Branches of the Susquehanna River awey from 
Philadelphia Quarter, of which they had previously been a part, while 
in the Orthodox branch the meetings in that section of the state still 
remained as they had been before. 

A third tabulated record of the meetings, Querterly, Monthly and 
Particular, of the two Yearly Meetings as they exist in 1937, reveals 
the loss in both branches of a nunber of subordinate meetings that dur- 
ing the passage of years have been dropped from the list. A few new 
names have teken their places. The following are the two schedules. 


The HICKSITES in 1937. 
1. Abington Quarter. 
-Abington Monthly Meeting. 
-Byberry Monthly Meeting. 
-Gwynedd Monthly Meeting. 
-Horshem Monthly Meeting embracing Horsham, Upper Dublin and War- 
minster Particular Meetings. 
-Norristown Monthly Meeting. 
-Plymouth Monthly Meeting. 
“Richland Monthly Meeting. 
2- Bucks Quarter. 
~Bristol Monthly Meeting. 
-Buckinghem Monthly Meeting embracing Buckingham, Doylestow and 
Plumstead Particular Meetings. 
-Falls Monthly Meeting. 
~Mekefield Monthly Meeting embracing Makefield and Yardley Par- 
ticular Meetings. 
-Middletown Monthly Meeting. 
-Newtown Monthly Meeting. 
-~Solebury Monthly Meeting. 
-Wrightstown Monthly Meeting. 
3. Burlington Quarter. 
-Burlington Monthly Meeting represented by Rancocas. 
~Chesterfield Monthly Meeting embracing Chesterfiaéld and Trenton 
Particuler Meetings. 
“Mount Holly Monthly Meeting. ! 
-Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting represented by Mansfield. 
4. Celn Quarter. 
~Sadsbury Monthly Meeting represented by Christiana. 
5. Concord Quarter. ; 
-Birminghem Monthly Meeting embracing Birminghem and West Chester 
Particular Meetings. 
-Chester Monthly Meeting. 
-Concord Monthly Meeting. 
-Darby Monthly Meeting. 
-Goshen Monthly Meeting embracing Goshen, Newtowm and Willistown 
Particular Meetings. 
-Lansdowne Monthly Meeting. 
~Orenge Grove Monthly Meeting. 
-~Providence Monthly Meeting embracing Middletown and Providence 
Perticular Meetings. 
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-Swarthmore Monthly Meeting. 
-Wilmington Monthly Meeting. 
6. Haddonfield Quarter. 
-Chester Monthly Meeting represented by Moorestown. 
-Haddonfield Monthly Meeting embracing Haddonfield and Newton 
Particuler Meetings. 
-Medford Monthly Meeting. 
-Westfield Monthly Meeting. 
7. Millville Half-Yeer Meeting. 
“Millville Monthly Meeting, formerly Fishing Creek. 
8. Philadelphia Quarter. 
-Exeter Monthly Meeting represented by Reading. 
-Green Street Monthly Meeting embracing Fair Hill, Frankford, 
Germantown end Girard Avenue. 
-~Philadelphia Monthly Meeting embracing Race Street and West. 
Philadelphia Particular Meetings. 
-Radnor Monthly Meeting embracing Haverford, Merion and Radnor 
Particular Meetings. 
-Valley Monthly Meeting embracing Schuylkill and Valley Partic- 
ular Meetings. 
-Chestnut Hill Monthly Meeting. 
9. Salem Quarter. 
-Greenwich Monthly Meeting embracing Alloways Creek and Greenwich 
Particular Meetings. 
“Mullica Hill Monthly Meeting, former ly Woolwich. 
-Selem Monthly Meeting. 
-Woodbury Monthly Meeting embracing Upper Greenwich and ioe Dey 
Particular Meetings. 
-WYoodstown (Pilesgrove) Monthly Meeting embracing Pilesgrove 
and Cape May Particular Meetings. 
10. Southern Half-Year Meeting. 
-Cemden Monthly Meeting. 
-North West Fork Monthly Meeting represented by Preston, formerly 
Snow Hill Particular Meeting. 
-Third Haven Monthly Meeting. 
1l. Western Quarter. 
-Center Monthly Meeting embracing Center and Hockessin Particu- 
ler Meetings. 
-Fellowfield Monthly Meeting embracing Fallowfield and Doe Run 
Particular Meetings. 
~Kennett Monthly Meeting embracing Kennett Square, Old Kennett, 
Marlborough end Unionville Particuler Meetings. 
-~London Grove Monthly Meeting. 
- New Garden Monthly Meeting. 
-Pennsgrove Monthly Meeting. 
-West Grove Monthly Meeting. 
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The ORTHCDOX in 1937. 


1. Abington Quarter. 
-~Abington Monthly Meeting embracing Abington end Cheltenhem 
Particular Meetings. 
-Frankford Monthly Meeting. 
~Germentown Monthly Meeting. at 
~Chestnut Hill Monthly Meeting. 
2+ Burlington and Bucks Quarter. 
~Burlington Monthly. Meeting embrecing Barnegat, Burlington and 
Tuckerton Perticular Meetings. 
~Chesterfield Monthly Meeting embracing Crosswicks and Trenton 
Perticuler Meetings. 
-Fells Monthly Meeting. 
3. Caln Quarter. 
~Bredford Monthly Meeting embracing Coatesville and Marshall- 
ton Perticuler Meetings. 
-Uwchlen Monthly Meeting represented by Downingtown. 
4. Concord Quarter. ; 
‘-Birminghem Monthly Meeting embracing Birminghem end West Ches- 
ter Particular Meetings. 
-Chester Monthly Meeting embracing Chester, Medie end Spring- 
field Perticuler Meetings. 
-Concord Nonthly Meeting represented by Concordville. 
~Goshen Monthly Meeting represented by Melvern. 
-Lansdowe Monthly Meeting. 
~Middletown Monthly Meeting. 
-Providence Monthly Meeting. 
“Westtown Monthly Meeting. 
“Wilmington Monthly Meeting. 
Se Heddonfield and Selem Quarter. 
~Chester Monthly Meeting embracing Moorestown and Westfield 
Perticuler Meetings. : 
-Evesham Monthly Meeting embracing Easton and Evesham (Mount 
Laurel) Particular Meetings. 
~Haddonfield Monthly Meeting embrecing Haddonfield and Atlan- 
tic City Perticular Meetings. 
-Upper Fveshem Monthly Meeting embrecing Cropwell end Upper 
Eveshem (Medford) Particuler Meetings. 
~Selem Monthly Meeting embracing Salem and Woodstown Partic- 
uler Meetings. : 
6. Philedelphia Quarter. 
~Haverford Monthly Meeting. 
-Muncy Monthly Meeting embracing Elklends, Greenwood and Muncy 
Particular Meetings. 
-~Philedelphia Monthly Meeting represented by Arch Street. 
-Radnor Monthly Meeting. 
-Western District Monthly Meeting represented by Twelfth Street. 
~Exeter Monthly Meeting embracing Maiden Creek and Pottstown 
Particular Meetings. 
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| ‘7. Western Quarter. 

i -Kennett Monthly Meeting embracing Perkersville and Kennett 
Squere Perticulser Meetings. 

-London Grove Monthly Meeting. 

-New Garden Monthly Meeting embracing Colore and West Grove 
Perticular Meetings. 


branch of Philedelphia Yearly Meeting there are 56 Monthly Mestings 
and 81 Particular Meetings; and in the Orthodox brench 32 Monthly and 
51 Particular Meetings. 

In a number of instances in the various Quarters the two branch- 
es hold their meetings together as before the Separation. The Monthly 
Meetings of Chestnut Hill, Concord, Providence and Radnor ere united, 
and in the Particular Meetings of Chester, Chestnut Hill, London Grove, 


2 ‘A brief summary of the 1937 schedule shows that in the Hicksite 
Middletown (Deleware County, Pa.), and Woodbury are held conjointly. 
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ABINGTON QUARTER. 


KRHA KKK KX 


The Meetings constituting Abington Quarter, pest and present, are 
end have been loceted mostly near the City of Philedelphia in Montgomer- 
y County, Pa. One Meeting, Byberry, is in Philadelphie County, two oth- 
ers, Werminster and Richlend, are in Bucks County, while Stroudsburg in 
Monrose County and Friendsville in Susquehenne County are distent and iso- 
lated from the other members of the Quarter. 

“Abington Quarter wes established in 1786. "The minutes of the Quar- 
terly Meeting of Philedelphia relative to the institution of another 
Quarterly Meeting within the limits of that, end the report of their 
committee thereon being reed, obtained the solid attention and concur- 
rence of this meeting. To attend the opening thereof, the following 
Friends are named, viz., Robert Kirkbride, Oliver Paxson, Eli Yarnall, 
Thomas Lightfoot, George Churchman, Thomas Pimm, Benjemin Clarke, John 
Hoskins, Williem Jackson, Jr., David Cope, Merk Reeve, Benjamin Shot- 
well, and Joseph Steckhouse. 

"The said new Querterly Meeting to be composed of the Monthly 
Meetings of Abington, Horsham, Gwynedd, and Richlend, end known by the 
neme of Abington Querterly Meeting." -(Yeerly Meeting.) 

Previous to 1786 the meetings of this Querter , then in existence, 
had belonged to Philadelphia Querter. From the time of its establish- 
ment to the present year, 1937, there have been eight Monthly Meetings 
within its jurisdiction:- 

1. Abington Monthly Meeting established......-...-.+1683. 

2. Gwynedd Monthly Meeting established..seseseeeeeeelT1&. 

3. Richlend Monthly Meeting estwblished......ee+e+ee1742. 

4. Horsham Monthly Meeting established.......+e+... 1782. 

5. Byberry Monthly Meeting established....sseseeeeseel6l10. 

6. Stroudsburg Monthly Meeting established.......+++I815, 

7. Plymouth Monthly Meeting established. .....++++++-1936. 

8. Norristown Monthly Meeting established...........1937. 

Excepting Stroudsburg these Monthly Meetings ere £11 ective in 1937, 
end within their limits the following Particular Meetings form a part of 
the Quarter:- Ambler, Friendsville, Providence, Springfield, Stroudsburg, 
Upper Dublin, Werminster, end Whitemarsh. Six of these are meetings of 
the past. Springfield end Ambler had no Meeting Houses built for their 
special purpose; the Meeting Houses of Stroudsburg and Whitemarsh ere 
now used for other purposes; and the Providence Meeting House, in the 
neighborhood of Port Providence, Montgomery County, usually holds an ap- 
pointed meeting once a year. 
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The FRIENDS' MEETINGS in 
ANBSTUN'G @OoN errr i ieee 
in the Fest and Present. 


Abington, H. & O. « « « eActive. 
PADDLE yt scet ole -Discontinued. 
Byberry, He. « . « « « eActive. 
Cheltenham, Q. . : Bes. + ACULVE. 
Frenkford; Ov. 3 Sa te phot vevan 
Friendsville, H. -Discontinued. 
Germentown, 0. . o's Jee Active. 
Gwynedd, H.. . « « « eActive. 
Gwynedd, O-.. . ‘ «Discontinued. 
Horehem, H..» « Phils el. eth: G1 Vem 
Harshem, Ow. - Ss -Discontinued. 
Norristown, H. : Wetec ROUT Vl 
Plymouth, H. . » « « eActive. 
Plymouth, 0... -Discontinued. 
Providence, H. - -Occasionel. 
Richlands. Hs: <i. ; we hatee sACtLVO . 
Springfield... -Discontinued. 
Stroudsburg, H. & -Discontinued. 
Upper Dublin, H. . eo « « eActive. 
Werminster, H.. . Efe tareACtLVes 
Whitemarsh, He. » . -Discontinued. 


H. -Hicksite. O. -Orthodox. 


Note. Frenkford end Germantown are treated of in the - 
Philadelphia Querter. 


a) 
ne I a a ees etn 


—— eee PRR ee ee 


mt aaa aE “ih ‘ 
gp Ar eG | Ore a8 aH A 
dpipee tT bere a le oar, pr 


sy i ae TY * ” s » 
owe (tide 0 Qa rat . 
ceva s aA, 


® s » 


So ar ee en erat ae . + 


JET a oo 0 Pe ae te a) eee 
sbeumitacos tas’ « : -% 3 eh 7% “ie Piet ciabe tps 8 | 
Otc tae » + 0 ® ; “Ve hte bse a 
: Sy! say ste « i | : * + AY , bbemyed © 
siabtoooa td. fs me" Mh, 260 , bbemyed 
-OVCIGAs & e 8 .. ha | ercatleiolt » 
be yogeicgalt. , ‘ owl lew ee cmarta rok 
‘See, ek Ms 2s US «ee esvotatiaolt Sf 
“e OM BER ony ge purity ah ke. 0 ,dsooay tt" oh. 
hewn treo ee toe . t hie bO qhtaoanlt vo 
LRM EBEDI Is : : ¢ we veonekEvort 
 ,evibtod. - = > array: brieino bh 
yeventnoue tf : ‘ . » «ble pith age 
phewtitnoontg 0 a »B. epi 
esyitoa. . . ; ps a. a: ni fdvd. neqqd- 
ha td She) oo sae oH pwtesianal 
wbeunt rose be. ; ie a oe pee oo 


ee See ae ia a 


‘ort wt’ to pectin ea! FO. Tega mente « se 
EY i aaalas, ; : 


5 F 
! ie 

i 6 | 
1 it a ramen RA NEO <e4 


es iantacialie hahaa aa - aii ues rb AL me 
h Pi Die 7 


ar 
é tid 


ABINGTON QUARTER of the Hicksite Friends holds its Quarterly 
Meetings on the second Seventh-day in the Second Month (Febru- 
ery) at Norristown; in the Fifth Month (May) at Abington;-in 
the Wighth Month (August) at Richlend in Quekertowm; and in 
the Eleventh Month (November) at Horsham. 


Lymer. 
Nerarstowi2 WMeehig House 


gig ut 


ae Richland Meehirg House 


in Ce 


Hotshen Meehn gq flouse 


vine ivan aff a! A sorahiy atin ih ott to - mk “woponte 
. a@ bisses ult od eyohteol cy 


wo Z ak) ktane fica edt a2 2 tote bron fa {\ 
ti e ? Sat Larne bina, \ 
ons cowodtexeuvO met bie teaei ge ( temrgeck) f taok Pari. od ty 


ae tree ae 


ne 
i 
: 
i 
. ' 
d : , 
{a x 
eo i iF 
N 
: re 
| ‘ 
‘ i 
( 
F 
3 ‘ : " \ 
, 
7.) ; 
' ) 4 
é e ies 
i, 
Tae" be 
ar 


ta ah Aa eR te 


A Peeters 


“MENDOD 


we, 


yo eo 


oo R ge ose 


SISTA ST SE 
Mike jyiabe tenes $2 
ce si % 4 


SR PROG 2 RTT SE 


Bs 
Ev 


he 


| | 
| 
| | 
| || 
| - 
soe | 
| ¥ 

Gernzantown Meehiig House | 


‘ABINGTON QUARTER of the Orthodox Friends holds its Quarterly 


Meetings on the Fifth-déy. following the first Second-day in 
the Second Month (February), Fifth Month (Mey), Eighth Month - 
(August) and Eleventh Month (November), using the Meeting 
Houses of Germentown end Frenkford. Oecasionally the Meetings 
ere held conjointly with the Hicksite Brench. 
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ABINGTON. 


Meeting organized about .........+eeeel682. 
Monthly Meeting established..........1683. 
First Meeting House built............1700. 
Present Meeting House:built.........-1786. 
Meeting House enlarged..csererneeeseell Ile 
Orthodox Meeting House built.........1836. 


Bi-Centennial Anniversary..... sls = ee eelone = 
LOCADLON sates cletst sce e's eooedenkintown, Pa. 
HORII TAK IK 


About a half-mile apart are the two Meeting Houses known by name of 
Abington in the records of both the Orthodox and Hicksite branches of 
the Society of Friends. The larger and older one is an historic land- 
mark of Montgomery County, Pa. It is located on Greenwood Avenus at the 
Meeting House Road, Jenkintown, sets back from the highwey, well snaded ~ 
in front by a fine grove of old trees, many of which have been there ma- 
ny years in the past. The building is of stone but displays no dete in 
its gable, yet counts more than a century to its age. Photographs give 
little idea of the beauty of this Meeting House and its picturesque sur- 
‘ roundings, and even the quiet resting plece of the dead, the large Buri- 
el Ground at the back and to the westwerd, where sleep so many of the 
Quaker families of Tysons and Hellowell end others, is attractive in its 
peaceful solemnity. : ; 

Across the highway from Abington Meeting House is the large building 
end extensive grounds of Abington Friends' School, which is the modern 
developement of en educational institution orgenized in 1697. Quoting 
from @ circular issued for this "country day school" in 1928, "Abington 
Friends' School is © progressive country day school, offering equally to 
girls end boys through the Fourth Grade the benefits of the country day 
school plen of education. It consists of kindergarten and nine grades. 
Located less then half a mile from Jenkintown, it hes the advantages of 
being convenient to the car line, without being exposed to noise of traf- 
fic, and ample grounds for play end other school activities." 

The Orthodox Friends' Meeting House on Jenkintown Rosd, about helf e 
mile from the older Abington Meeting House, is a small rough-cast build- 
ing trimmed in white which was erected in 1836 and hes the date in the 
geble of the northérn end. It is well lighted by good-sized windows and 
_has three doors, one at each end end a double one at the front. The sur- 
roundings of this Meeting House show meny signs of decay; some of the 
venereble trees are dead or dying; the wagon-sheds are dilapidated; and 
the grass of the lewn grows long end in irreguler tufts. meking rough 
footing; end even the entrance gateway, minus ae gate, looke careless; 
but notwithstending its environment, the Abington Meeting House of Orth- 
odox Friends eat Jenkintown, itself, looks neat and in good repair. 

. Abington, in both branches of the Society, gives its name to one of 
the Quarters of the Yearly Meeting. The first Quarterly Meeting held at 
Abington was in Fifth Month, 1756. In 1928 for Hicksite Friends it com- 
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prises the Monthly Meetings of Abington, Byberry, Gwynedd, Horsham, and 
Richland, with the Preparative Meetings of Abington, Gwynedd, Norristown, 
Plymouth, Upper Dublin, Warminster, Richland and Stroudsburg; For the OCr- 
thodox it comprises the Monthly Meetings of Abington, Frankford, Germen- 
town end Gwynedd. 

Abington is one of the etrliest Friends' Meetings in Pennsylvania. 
There is an eccount of its early story in the "History of Montgomery 
County, Pa.," edited by Theodore W. Bean in 1884, from wee the follow- 
ing extract is quoted:- 

"About 1691 the members of Oxford Meeting-house having joined the 
Keithiens, the Friends continued their worship at privete houses until 
John Barnes, by deed dated 5th of Second Month, 1697, vested. one hundred 
and twenty ecres in Abington township, near the present borough of Jenk- 
intown, in trustees for the benefit of a meeting-house, and the maintain- 
ance of a school, which was willingly eccepted, end thus led to its pres- 
ent location. On the 27th of Tenth Month following Williem Jenkins gave 
a reletion about Friends in Philadelphie giving assistance towards build- 
ing a new meeting-house eat Abington, when the eforeseid end Joseph Phipps 
were appointed to proceed there the following month for securing additi- 
onal eid. On the 25th of Twelfth Month, 1699 the collection of the meet- 
ing amounting to £5 10s. 6d. were peid to the treasurer, Everard Bolton, 
end Joseph Phipps, Thomas Cenby end Williem Jenkins were appointed by 
the Monthly Meeting to inspect the accounts of the aforesaid and of Sem- 
uel Cart, ‘concerning ye building of ye meeting-house,' for which they 
had been employed. The committee reported:to the Monthly Meeting 24th of 
Fourth Month, 1700, that they hed exsmined the accounts end find thet 
there is due Everard Bolton 18s. 6d, which was ordered to be paid. The 
meeting-house was the second built in the present limits of the county, 
being preceded by the one in Lower Merion by only two years."s.eeeeee 

"At this date (1722) Abington Monthly Meeting comprised four meet- 
ing-houses, built es follows; Abington, in 1697; Germantown, 1704; By- 
berry, 1714; end Horsham, in 1724. Although the latter meeting-house is 
mentioned in a road report in April, 1722, yet applicsetion was made 28th 
of Seventh Month, 1724, for agsistance from the Monthly Meeting ‘towards 
ye finishing of the new meeting-house,' when it was directed that the 
several meetings should extend their aid. This shows that the early meet- 
ing-housés, as small as they were, required some time to build, and that 
the meens therefor required no small effort to reise." 

From the seme county history these remarks sare recorded regarding 
the Burial Ground adjacent to the Abington Meeting House:- "The grave- 
yard to the northwest of the meeting-house was considerably enlarged be- 
tween the years 1842 end 1844 end now comprises en area of several acres. 
Here repose beneeth common stones some of the earliest settlers in this 
vicinity with several generstions of descendarits. Inscriptions cen be 
found only on the letter stones, by which we cen recognize thet members 
of the names of Welton, Williems, Palmer, Jenkins, Fletcher, Jones, Ty- 
son, Shoemeker, Mether, Lukens, and Satterthweite have been interred 
here." 

Benjamin Ley, an eccentric abolitionist of early times end a phil- 
anthropist, who resided at Abington, died in February, 1759, at the age 
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‘of eighty-two years, wes buried in the Friends' Burial Ground there. He 

it was, thet to prove his humility of spirit, lsid himself down on the door- 
step of the meeting-house so that others might step on or over him as they 
issued from the building at the close of religious services. 

At enother time, quoting from "Queint Corners in Philadelphia", "when 
the Yearly Meeting wes in progress, he suddenly eppeared marching up the 
aisle in his long, white overcoat, regerdless of the solemn silence pre- 
vailing. He stopped suddenly when midway and exclaiming, ‘You slave-hold- 
ers: Why don't you throw off your Queker coats as I do mine, and show your- 
selves as you are?' at the same moment threw off his coat. Underneath was 
a military coat and a sword dangling against his heels. Holding in one 
hend a large book, he drew his sword with the other. 'In the sight of God,' 
he cried, ‘you are as guilty as if you stabbed your slaves to the heart, 

&és I do this book:' suiting the action to the word, and piercing a small 
bladder filled with the juice of the poka-weed which he had concealed be- 
tween the covers, and sprinkling as with fresh blood those who sat near 
hin." 

On Twelfth Month 3, 1882, Abington Monthly Meeting celebreted its 
two hundredth enniversary with e large gethering of upwards of five hund- 
red interested persons in attendance. Again on Ninth Month (September) 23, 
1933, another large assembly gathered to celebrete the Two Hundred and 
Fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Abington Monthly Meeting. On 
this occasion the progrem of ceremonies was divided between the unveiling 
of a tablet at the ancient Richard Wall House on Old York Road at Tacony 
Creek where "was held the first religious meeting in this vicinity, and 
Abington Monthly Meeting (also called Oxford Monthly Meeting end Dublin 
Monthly Meeting) met here once every three months during 1686 end 1687;" 
end at Abington Mesting House, where an historical pageant in seven epi- 
sodes was enacted by various members of both branches of the Society of 
Friends, and an Historical Peper prepared by Francis R. Taylor of Chel- 
tenhen, was read. The seven episodes of the Pageant were:- 

1. 1683. The Meeting at Serah Seary's in "Tookany" (Frenkford) . 

By Edwin K. Bonner and others. 
2. 1688. Germantown Friends Plan Slavery Protest. 
By Howard W. Elkinton and others. 
3. 1688. The Germantown Protest Fresented. 
By "dwin Ke Bonner and others. 
4, 1697. The Donation of John Barnes. 
By Herbert Johnson and others. 
5. 1738. Benjamin Lay. By Roger Scattergood and others. 
6. 1859. Lucretia Mott and the "Underground Railway." 
By Cynthia Mather and others. 
7. "Here we turn from the past, with its joys and struggles, its 
failures and victories, and turn our thoughts towards the pre- 
gent and the future. There is a brief review of the preceding 
episodes, and then we listen to the closing message of John A. 
Hughes, of Pendle Hill and England." 

From the Historical Sketch accompanying the "seven episodes" prepared 
by Arthur H. Jenkins end Ann R. Jenkins, are the following extracts con- 
cerning the story of Abington Meeting:- 

"And thus it comes about that anyone who delves into the early his- 
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tory of Abington Monthly Meeting immediately finds himself hempered and 
baffled by the fregmentary nature of the written records. Minutes of the 
monthly meeting were no doubt kept from the beginning, as Thomas Fairman 
was appointed to procure a book, probably for this purpose, at the earli- 
est monthly meeting, in 1683. But there must have been much irregularity 
in the keeping of minutes, for when George Boone in 1718 made the tren-- 
scription of the previous minutes which we now possess, he wrote specif- 
ically that it was ‘Transcribed from Sundry Manuscripts.' 

"Jt was in 1716 that the meeting, evidently dissatisfied with the con- 
dition of its records, appointed s committee of four-= Thomas Canby, Mor- 
ris Morris, Peter Shoemaker and Hvererd Bolton— to ‘view the former min- 
utes, and judge what is requisite to be trenscribed.':The committee was 
‘none too active in this service, and had to be prodded severel times by 
later meetings, so that it was not until 1719 that the compilation. was 
completed, end George Boone finished his admirable penman's gery and was 
paid for his work. 

"George Boone was no doubt schoolmaster of Abington School. Among the 
children of his brother, Squire Boone, was Deniel Boone, famous pioneer 
and settler of Kentucky." 

"This paper aims to set down in order two narratives, overlapping in 
many points, but still distinct-—- the history of the organization end 
growth of Abington Meeting, and the history of Abington mseting house. 

"As to the meeting, the early minutes are specific. In the autumn of 
1682 meetings were being held at Shackemaxon, on the Delawere River north 
of the site of Philadelphia, end other meetings were appointed to be held 
eat convenient points. As soon as Friends hed made homes for themselves in 
the Tacony and Poquessing valleys, in the sections which we now call Frenk 
ford and Byberry, they doubtless held private religious meetings, the 
dates of which are unknown to us. But regularly orgenized public First-day 
meetings were ordered to be held by a minute of Philadelphia Quarterly 
Meeting dated Fourth Month 5, 1683, which would be June 15, 1683. Later a 
monthly meeting was appointed to be organized, and this was held first 
probably at the home of Sarah Seary, on Seventh Month eee es SOS.) 
1683. 

"It may be noted that the use of geographical nsmes ve the early re- 
cords is very free and easy. Tacony was also called Oxford, and oftener 
Dublin, both being names of townships. The famous gift of John Barnes was 
made, not to Oxford Monthly Meeting, as it then was, nor to Abington Meet- 
ing, as it was shortly to become, but to Dublin Monthly Meeting. The be- 
quest of Richard Well at about the same time was to Cheltenham Meeting." 

"And finally, on the 29th of Fifth Month (July) 1698: 'Penticost 
Teege and John Busby who was by the last Mo. Meeting desired to get a sub- 
scription end collect money for Cheltnam friends to help them in build- 
ing their New Meeting house make report that they have collected in Cash 
£27/2/5, £2/4 more behind, which will be allowed by disaccount- ‘Which 
money they are desired to deliver to the said Cheltnam friends.' 

"About £30 wes therefore contributed by Friends of Philadelphia 
Monthly Meeting, if they collected the additional pledges that were ‘more 
behind.' What is the meaning of the ‘disaccount' in the minute, is not 
cleer. 

"work on the new building at Abington did not start for some time, 
however. We do not know even the approximate date, but the autumn of 1699 
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|. or the early spring of 1700 would probably not be far wrong, Everard Bol- 
| ton and Samuel Cart were in charge of the finences, and an auditing com- 
mittee was appointed in Fourth Month (June) 1700, to go over their ac- 
counts. The auditors reported that there was a balence of 18 shillings 
due Everard Bolton, so that work on the building must have been proceed- 
ing at that time. 

"Nor do we know exactly when the building was finished. It evidently 
made slow progress, for it is not until First Month 29, 1702, which would 
be April 9, 1702, according to our present calendar, thet the minutes at 
last record that the next monthly meeting is directed to be held at Ab- 
ington. This first meeting in the new building would have been held, 
therefore, on the date corresponding to May 7. 1702. 
| "We assume that the new meeting house was of stone. It was still 
lf standing, slthough in need of repair, in 1797, snd no less durable mat~- 
|} erial could have lasted so long." 
|} "We come now to the building of the present meeting house. Reference 
Wk hes been meade in snother connection to the establishment of Abington Quar- 
terly Meeting in 1785. When this was accomplished it became appsrent at 
|} once that Abington meeting house would be far too small for the numbers 

a of people who would gather there. 
| 4 "Accordingly, committees were appointed by all the four monthly meet- 
ings, Abington, Horsham, Gwynedd and Richland, end these having met to- 
gether, it was decided that the east end of the old meeting house should 
‘be extended as lerge as the other part, end carried as high as to have 
convenient galleries ERTS The pupbable cost was estimated at £300 or 
thereabouts. 

"The sum was divided among the four ‘monthly meetings, Abington's 
share being £97 10 dhillings, Horsham's the same, Gwynedd £75, and Rich- 
lend's £30. Abington's £97) was agein divided among the three preparative 
meetings— Abington to raise ebout £49, Germantownk36, and Oxford £12—- 

He probably showing the relative strength of the meetings at this time. One 

iP third of the money wes called for at once. 

i "The construction work began in the spring of 17386, and was finished, 

| apparently, early in 1787. The treasurer reported to the megting on Sec- 
ond Month 26, 1787, that the rebuilding of the east end wes now completed, 

| t end that £56/7/10 remained to be paid. If £300 had previously been raised 

\} (which, of course, is by no mesns certein), the totel cost was £356. 

|; "But the enlerged meeting house with its fine new upstairs gelleries 

| 

| 


| was still too smell for the quarterly meeting. Ten yeers later, in Second 
lf. Yonth, 1797, Abington Preperative Meeting informed the monthly meeting 
that the old west end of the building was in need of repeirs. A ccoumittee 
q of inquiry was eppointed in the reguler course. It might be of interest 
a to quote the committee names: John Shoemaker, Anthony Williems, Joshua 

: Morris, Thomas Fletcher, John Thompson, George Shoemaker, Levi Tyson, 

| John Johnson, Anthony Johnson, Peter Robeson, John Jones, John Child, Ne- 
than Harper, Joshua E. Pusey, end Robert Harper. 

"This committee reported thet it was their judgment that mere repairs 

to the building would not be sufficient; but they recommended first get- 
ting the edvice of the quarterly He Seing, The monthly meeting approved 
\\ i this step, end at the seme time informed the quarterly meeting that Abing- 
Ve ton Monthly and Preparative Meetings would themselves contribute £150 tc- 
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werd reconstruction of the building, ,besides assuming Abington's share 
of the remaining cost with the other monthly meetings. | 

"Complete rebuilding of what the minutes cell the ‘western apartment 
of this house' wes decided on by the quarterly meeting, and the work be- 
gen at once. In June the monthly meeting wes shifted to Oxford, and wes 
held there until October, while masons end carpenters plied their trades. 
Additional funds were called for, to the emount of £400, so thet the total 
cost of this end of the building wes probably about £550. 

"By November the meeting house wes useable, and the meeting of Elev- 
enth Month 27, 1797, was again held at Abington." 

"The wording of the minutes is not clear. But it seems likely from 
the text that nothing now remains of the original meeting house of 1699- 
- 1700, unless perhaps some fragments of foundation wells under the west 
end. On the other hand, it is quite likely that the stones used in re- 
building the west end ere the identical ones teken from the old building, 
es its walls were demolished." 

"As the nineteenth century grows older, the membership of the meet- 
_ing decreases, until in 1862 it is only 330. Merriages under the care of 
the meeting grow fewer. Cases for discipline end disovwmments greatly de- 
crease. Friends in Civil War days pey wer taxes, aid soldiers to enlist, 
and even teke up arms themselves— and ere forgiven en masse by e minute 
in February, 1868, with the hope thet all may be more cereful in the 

maintainance of our religious testimonies in the future. By 1882 the men- 
bership is only 322. 

"The World Wer in 1917-18 imposed a new strain on the meeting, al- 
though much less severe than it had experienced in the 1770's and 1860's. 
In Seventh Nonth, 1917, the meeting organized a unit of the Yearly Meet- 
ing's Emergency Service Committee, its activities consisting chiefly in 
obteining clothing end supplies for suffering noncombatants in the war. 
This unit, which met in a room of the old building (now the caretaker's 
house), continued its work efter the close of the war, disbending finel- 
ly in Seventh Month, 1920. 

"So we come, disregarding of-nsecessity; many other interesting de- 
tails of meeting history in the last 60 years, to the building as it | 
now stands, with a new wing adjoining the older house at the west end. 
The planning end construction of the addition required almost three 
years. The Advencement Committee suggested such a building at the meeting 
on Hleventh Month 2§,1926. The special Building Committee was authoriz- 
ed to proceed with the work on Third Month 25, 1929, end ground was brok- 
en on Sixth Month 3,-The addition was completed five months later, end 
dediceted on Eleventh Month 9, 1929." 

About 1931 an erticle appeared in one of the Philedelphia newspap- 
ers concerning the Orthodox Friends' Meeting House at Abington, from 
which the following notes ere taken:- 

"The Wistar family was most prominent in this meeting and for some 
time it was termed ‘Thomas Wistar's Meeting,' after thet kindly gentle- 
men. In 1870 the meeting had virtuelly died out and a committee appoint- 
ed from the Quarterly Meeting at Coulter street, Germantown, assisted 
the 'Little Abington Meeting'. For many years but one or two persons at- 
tended divine worship there on First Day. Jenkintown nosd, which former- 
ly had been in front of the meeting wes reloceted so thet it lay at some 
distance swey. Beyond the horse sheds, and the underbrush and trees grew 
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in such profusion that the building was completely hidden from the street. 
It was at this time that the term ‘Lost Meeting' originated, end meny per- 
sons in the community did not even know of its existence. Between 1910 

and 1920 several persons became interested in the maintainance of the place 
end attended with faithful regularity. J. Stogdell Stokes, an Orthodox 
Friend who had purchased an estate in Huntingdon Valley, frequently compris- 
ed the entire congregation. The late Isasc Ster, of Laverock, later became 
&@ reguler worshiper there, as did Mrs. Radclyffe Furness, of Jenkintown, 
Miss Jene Bowne Haines, of Cheltenhem and her sister, the late Miss Mary 
Haines; Mr. end Mrs. Edward Wistar, of Germentown; Miss Jean Smith, of Ger- 
mantovm; the late Charles Staples, of Oak Lane; Joseph Longstreth, of Fox 
Chase; end Miss Sallie Longstreth, cf Glenside. 

"The interior of the meeting remains much as when it was built, except 
that the partition between the men's end women's sections has been removed. 
The old wooden benches are still in use. The only decorative feature in the 
furnishings are the cerved canopies end green wooden slatted shades over the 
windows. The old wood box stends by the stove, which is the only means of 
heating the meeting, and a quaint ingrein carpet, its pattern ea green scroll 
work, covers the floor. Within the last several years the 'Little Abington 


. Meeting’ has gained in attendance end though its members are still few they 


keep the meeting in good repair and its white trimmings freshly painted. 
The committee organized by the Coulter Street Friends has been disbanded and 
the meeting hes again become independent." 
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By Abington Quarter it wes reported to Philedelphiea Yearly Meeting 
held at Fifteenth and Race Streets in the Spring of 1898 that "An In- 
dulged Meeting has been established at Ambler under the care of Gwynedd 
end Horshem Monthly Meetings. It is held on First-days only at 10.30 o'- 
clock." 

This meeting came into existence owing to the fact that the nearest 
established meeting of Friends was inconvenient and almost inaccessible 
to members living in the town of Ambler, who had no private conveyance 
for getting to the Meeting House. Hence with permission of the Monthly 
Meetings of Gwynedd and Horshem, where the Friends of Ambler were mem- 
bers, a meeting was sterted and held its meetings in "a building bel ones 
ing to J. Wetson Craft on Main Street in Ambler." 

After a period of five years the time of the meetings was altered 
from 10.30 a half hour earlier to 10 o'clock A. M. end the change wes 
80 reported to the Yearly Meeting in 1903. 

Ambler Meeting was one of short duration, and was discontinued in 
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1906, Abington Quarter so reporting it to the Yearly Meeting in the 
Spring of 1907. 

Charles W. Sheppard of Norristown, Pa., in writing of the Mctory of | 
Ambler Meeting, states in reference to the cause of its discontinuance, -| 
"A trolley line was built connecting Ambler with Gwynedd where wes situ- 
ated a fine large mesting house. Many Ambler Friends were members at Gwy- 
nedd."' 

Yet, once again, Abington Quarter reported to the Yearly Meeting in | 
1909, after Ambler Meeting had been closed, that "During,the three winter) 
months Gwynedd mid-week meeting was held in Ambler." 

The building in which the Ambler Meeting held its sessions is No. 30. 
North Main Street, and in 1930 this place is used as an apartment house. 
’ It was on the second floor of the building that a convenient room was 
found in which to hold the meetings. Outwardly the house presents rather | 
a dull and unattractive appearance, and the street on which it is located 
is equally unimposing. Quite surrounding the house on either side and at: 
the back, between Main Strest and the railroad, is the extensive lumber 
yard or establishment of the J. W. Craft Compeny. In truth the Ambler 
Meeting was not held in an attractive pert of the town. - The residental | 
pert of Ambler occupies other streets of a very beautiful country settle-: 
ment. The fine dwelling of J. Watson Craft is several blocks away; but 
much nearer, on Forrest Street near Ridge, is the pleasant home of the far 
ily of Joseph T. Foulke, who were attenders of Ambler Meeting. : 

Only a few steps from No. 30, North Main Street, is Butler Avenus, 
the principal business Rucrounut aig of Ambler, much brighter and more 
pleasing then Main Street. , 

It was on the 3lst of December, 1929, that <n compiler of these hig! 
torical notes went to Ambler, Pa., to visit the Friends’ Meeting locality 
with kodak in hand. On thet occasion, in making inquiries reletive to No. 
30, Main Street, he met with and was taken to the place by Thomas A. Foull 
son of the late Joseph T. Foulke. Thomas A. Foulke, a few years later, be- 
came Clerk of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, ea position of honor his father 
had held many years previously. | 
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BYBERRY « 


Eérly known as....-Poetquesink Meeting. 
Meeting organized. r.serecccecceree el 683, 
Meeting established....vecceeeeee L694, 
Preparative Meeting established...1701. 
Second Meeting House built.......-1714, 
Meeting House reconstructed...+.. 1753. 
Third Meeting House built.........1808. 
Monthly Meeting established.......1810. 
Location.......+.-Byberry; Philadelphia. 
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Byberry Friends’ Meeting belongs to Abington Quarter of Philadelphia: 
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‘Yearly Meeting of Hicksite Friends, end is one of the five Monthly Meet- 
ings constituting thet perticular section of the Yearly Meeting. As a 
Monthly Meeting it was set off from Horsham in 1810, while as a Prepara- 
tive Meeting it has existed since 1701, the date, by one authority, also 
of the establishment of the Meeting. The date of the establishment of By- 
-berry Meeting is quite uncertain. Thaddeus S. Kenderdine of Newtown, Pa., 
stated:- “Byberry meeting was granted in 1683. At Philedelphia Quarter, 
held in the Sixth month, 'it was then and there agreed end concluded that 
there be @ First-dey meeting established at Poetquessink, to be held at 
John Hart's.' The Preparative meeting was settled in 1701; the Monthly 
meeting in 1810; the Quarterly in 1876. The meeting place was moved from 
Hert's to the present locetion before 1714, when 2 meeting-house was built, 
to which an addition was made in 1753. In 1808 the present place of wor- 
ship was erected being ‘about 60 X 36'."Ageain at the entrance to the beau- 
tiful grounds surrounding Byberry Meeting House in 1929, is a tablet an- 


| a nouncing, "Byberry Friends Meeting. Established 1694. Meetings for Worship 
he ‘10 A.M. First Days. Welcome." 

ill Pa This house, with the dete 1808 in its western gable, is within the lin 
m its of Philadelphia County and is at the junction of the Byberry Road with 


Southampton Road, one mile east of the Roosevelt Boulevard and two and a 
half from Somerton, Pa. 

In Martindale's "History of Byberry. and Morelend Townships" the fol- 
i}! _ lowing note is found referring to ths Friends' Meeting House:~ "The old 
) a meesting-houss, which was built in 1/14, end reconstructed in 1753, begen 
| to have a very dilepidated appearance before the close of the eighteenth 
|| century, and by the yeer 1608 was in’ such a tottering condition that it 
| was no longer tenable, end Friends in that year erected a new house near 
ig the locetion of the old one, of the dimensions of 60 by 36 feet, and at & 
, cost of about $2,600 (this mesting-house was erected by Samuel Paul.) The 
; whole of this sum was raised by subscription among the members, excepting 
if about $60, which was given by Abington Meeting in consideration of a like 
ie sum formerly received from Byberry for a similar purpose." 

At the time of the Separetion in 1527, the Orthodox withdrew from By 
! berry, leaving the house in possession of the Hicksites._ The Orthodox, on- 
1) ly a small minority held their meetings at David Comfort's house until a 
Iie. meeting-house was erected a half mile south of the old Meeting. In 1659 
po their meétings ceased because their members died or moved ew6y-. 
In front of Byberry Meeting House, bordering on the Byberry Road, is 
-@ smell wall-inclosed graveyard, now no longer used, which contains the 
a - mortal remains of the earlier femilies who were members of the meeting. 
a The many buriels of leter times have been made in the lerger L-shaped 
b ground thet half surrounds the Meeting House at the back and right-hand 
a or east side. It is well filled with marked graves, whereas the older 
ee ' plece of sepulchre ie quite destitute of memorisi stones. In the old bu- 
rial ground the few rude headstones ere in generel merked with initisls 
end yeer of death; chief emong them are these:- IK 1745; RH died 17575 
EK 1800; M C 1818; David Knight 1821; Rechel Knight 1622; end Jesse 
Knight 1829, In the newer buriel ground are many of the Comly, Richard- 
son , Jemes, Tomlinson, Perry, Stokes and other femilies. 
A Friends' Day School wes kept at Byberry Meeting until about 1916 
4 when it wes discontinued. Records show thet the school was esteblished 
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early. A log-school-house about eighteen feet square wes erected fer the 
purpose in 1720, neer the meeting-house. 

Byberry's first Meeting House wes built of logs end was repleced by 
a stone structure in 1714, which in turn geve way to the present, the third 
house in 1808. From the researches of Thompson Westcott made while writing 
his "History of Philadelphie", the following notes are pertinent to the 
chronicles of Byberry Meeting:+ 

"In 1701 it was agreed in the Monthly Meeting 'thet ea Preparative 
Meeting be established et Byberry, to be held on the weekly meeting day 
that happened next before the Monthly Meeting, end that those Friends that 
ere eppointed as overssers do attend that service.' This meeting continued 
for meny years. In 1721 John Carver was clerk. In those times the charge 
for tending the meeting-house end keeping it in order wes only twenty shil- 
lings per ennum. Dr. Martindale says that the following nemes are found in 
a list of subscribers of 1721 for maintaining the poor belonging to the Pre- 
parstive Meeting: John Donkin, Joseph Gilbert, Williem Cerver, George Jemes, 
Thomas Knight Jr., John Carver, Thomes Knight, John Worthington, Thomas Wal- 
ton, Giles Knight, Edmund Donkin, Abel Hingstone, Thomes Welton, Samuel 
Scott, Jonathan Knight, Henry Comly. Among the objects of the subscriptions 
in this yeer were the following: ‘for defreying ye expenses of a femily tak- 
en ceptive by ye Indians in New Englands;' ‘for defraying the charges to ye 
healing of @ young man et Hasom' (Horsham). 

"In 1714 the old log meeting-house in Byberry being no longer tenable, 
a new house wes erected on the ecre given by English 'It wes a few feet 
to the east of the old one, wes built of stone, thirty-five by fifty feet, 
two stories high, with arched ceilings; and double doors in front. It hed 
large windows, with small lights of glass set in a leaden sash attached to 
ea wooden frame which hung on hinges, so as to open and close, end wes with- 
out shutters. The gable ends of this house were not carried to a point but 
from midway of the rafters. Another roof from each end wes cerried up to 
meet the main one.....The plan for werming the building was not by any 
meens as complete ws that now in use, for it is stated that the only means 
devised for werming it was by a fireplece in the west end, on the outside 
of the building, snd communiceting with an artificial stove formed of cast 
iron plates, through which the heat wes communicated to the room. The mén 
warmed themselves before going in; and the women occupied the end next to 
the fire. In order to complete this house Friends borrowed £50 of Jemes 
Cooper, which wes paid off by subscription in 1723.'" The latter part of 
this extract is teken from Martindale's "History of Byberry end Moreland 
Townships." 

Concerning the oarly organization of Byberry Meeting when it was known 
as Foetquesink Meeting, the following extract from a paper written by Hor- 
ace Mather Lippincott for the unveiling of the tablet at the Richerd Well 
House on Old York Road, September 23, 1933, is teken:- "Philadelphia Quar- 
terly Meeting set up a monthly meeting for Friends of ‘Tookany and Poet- 
quesink,’ now Frenkford and Byberry, in Sixth Month 1683, to which these 
Friends of Cheltenham were ettached. This meeting was first held Seventh 
Month (September) 3, 1683. Traveling through the wilderness on horseback 
wes none too easy, and Cheltenham Friends soon desired a more convenient 
place for worship. Accordingly ~— 

"At a Mo-Meeting held at Sarah Searys, ye 3d of 10 mo. 1683 at request 
of some ffriends belonging to this Meeting A Meeting was Settled Near Chel- 
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tenham at the house of Richard Wall. 

"These early meetings were held et the houses of members before meet- 
ing houses were built, end the most commodious end comfortable residence 
wes generally chosen. This is evidence thet Richerd Wall's house was a 
substantial one, as has been: surmised, and therefore a part of the present 
structure as indicseted. Im 1685 the monthly meeting was held there in ro- 
tation with Oxford end Byberry." 

From another paper prepared by Arthur H. Jenkins and Ann. R. Jenkins 
for the 250th anniversary celebration of Abington Monthly Meeting, on the 
. above date, September 23, 1933, the following notes are quoted:- 

"The period of meeting history between 1686 and 1699 is obscure, but we 
know that it was a timo of difficulty and dissention. The monthly meeting 
was held alternately in the Oxford log meeting house and at Jom Hart's in 
Byberry until 1686......John Hart of Byberry was one of the leading Friends 
who followed Keith, and the Byberry religious meeting was therefore moved 
to the house of Henry English. John Hert later left the Keithian Friends, 
end joined the Baptist Church." 

"The assistance of Philadelphia Friends in building Abington meeting 
house is typical of the spirit of generosity and helpfulness thet was char- 
acteristic of these early Friends. The minutes of this meeting are a mere 
skeleton before 1718, but they record that in 1584, at a meeting at Johh 
Hart's in Byberry, William Nichols, being in penury, was allowed 4 shill- 
ings per week from Poetquesink Meeting=-- that is, Byberry Particular Meet- 
ing. Jenes Sessions is also allowed ‘bread corn' ~ that is wheat or rye 
for bread -- for a month." 


LA hitaiataatatats fa aaa aaa 
TELETILT ALE 


CHELTENHAM. 


Early Meeting organized before..1700. 
Shoemaker Graveyard made befors.1700. 
Eerly Meeting discontinued...... ? 

Later Meeting established.......1917. 
Meeting House built. ..-cssseveeelI22e 
Location....seee++e+eeCheltenham, Pa. 


Jeanes Hospital openede.+..+.+++1928- 
THO CPE OM cheieidbens suslela gisele elol OX Chase, Pa. 
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Cheltenham Friends' Meeting House is located at No. 521 Reyers Ave- 
nue, Cheltenhem, end it is the home of a Monthly Meeting of Abington 
Quarter of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Orthodox Friends. It is of 
quite recent date, having been established, as s meeting, in 1917. For 
its first three years it met in the private home of Frencis R. Taylor, No. 
525 Reyers Avenue, adjacent to which the Meeting House was erected in 
1922 on a plot of ground donated by Frencis R. Taylor for the special pur~ 
pose. 
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During the fourth end fifth years of its oxi ehents the meetings of 
this Meeting were temporarily held in Cheltenham Hall while awaiting the 
erection of the Meeting House. 

The little Meeting House is a frame structure having two rooms, 
one, the larger, being the assembly-room, back of which is another used 
for business purposes and for a Bible Class. There is ea door in this a- 
partinent opening to a dainty little porch at the side of the building 
next to the residence of Francis R. Taylor. 

Though apparently a very recently established Meeting, Cheltenham 
is in reality of early standing. There was once a Cheltenham Meeting 
Houses located on Ashbourne Road west of Old York Road, about two miles 
distant from the site of the present House. That structure was tredi- 
tionally ea log-house, end the place is now recognized by a small grave- 
yard of near half an acre of ground, which is the property of the Soci- 
ety of Friends. It is called, though some consider the name incorrectly 
so termed, the "Shoemaker Burial Ground." 

This little cemetery, which is only a short distance from the Old 
York Road on the left side of Ashbourne Roed, is enclosed by & stone 
wall that is somewhat dilapidated at one place on the further side from 
the street, and is entered by a single gateway near the western end. In 
front of the gate, or rather, facing the gateway from within, is a mon- 
ument erected in 1926 by Thomas H. Shoemeker and Maria B. Shoemaker 
Kimber of Germantown. Its inscription certifies:- 

"SHO=MAKER BURIAL GROUND. 

Richard and Joane Well of Gloucestershire, Englend Settled in this 
vicinity in 1682. Their family consisted of Richard Jr., his wife Rachel 
end their deughter Sereh. Serah merried George Shoemaker 12.14.1694. She 
inherited 600 acres of lend from her grandfether, of which six acres were 
reserved for burial purposes. Richard died 1.26.1698- Joane died 12.2. 
1701. They ere interred here with more than thirty Shoemaker decendants." 
(This last word is so spelled upon the monument.) 

In 1930 the Burial Ground on Ashbourne Roed shows thet attention hes 
been given to it and the wall is now in perfect state of repair. The sur- 
face of the yard, however, is neglected, snd a thick covering of long un- 
cut grass covers the graves, nearly hiding the few memorial stones found 
in the plot. 

The eerly Cheltenham Friends' Meeting, from the information to be ob- 
tained from the rether vague and obscure records of the period immediately 
preceding 1700, and for a decade following that date, seems to have been 
very. closely associated with the early Oxford Friends' Meeting. That Mest- 
ing,.greeatly disturbed by the influence of George Keith, developed into 
the Oxford Trinity Church of the creed of the Episcopal Church of England, 
while such of the members es continued faithful to the Quaker faith, car- 
ried on a Friends' Meeting that ultimately developed into the Abington 
Meeting. The following extracts from a paper prepared by Horace Mether 
Lippincott for the unveiling of a tablet at the Richerd Well House on Old 
York Road, September 23, 1933, appear to verify this idea, which, if cor~ 
rect, rether indicates that the early Cheltemhem Meeting never was dis- 
continued, but under a change of name, exists at the present time as the 
Abington Meeting. 
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"The parent meeting in England was sometimes held at Stoke Orch- 
ard, about ten miles northwest of the town of Cheltenham, and some- 
times at the house of Richard Well of Hasfield, about fifteen miles 
northwest of Cheltenham. The town of Cheltenham stands on the edge of 
the Vale of the Severn, which runs down the west central part of Eng- 
land. It is a charming, rural, garden country of villages and farms 
watered by the Avon, the Wyey and the Severn, and flenked by the Cottes- 
wold hills. Near by is the source of the Themes. Cheltenham has pleas- 
ant, tree-lined streets, and is ea health and educational center to-day, 
with its springs and its colleges for both sexes. The Shakespeare coun- 
try, and femous cathedrals and abbeys, are close by. 

"The ground upon which we stand (i. e. the Richard Wall land on Old 
York Road) wes grented by William Penn to-Richard Wall in 1682, end com- 
prised 600 ecres. His son, Richerd Wall, Jr., had an edjacent tract of 
100 acres. The Yells came over in that year with their friend and neigh- 
bor, Toby Leech, who becane a provincial assemblyman and a large land- 
owner. His house was about a mile distant on Church Road. These two 
prominent Friends undoubtedly gave the name of their home district in 
England to this township....... 

"Philedelphia Querterly Meeting set up a monthly meeting for Friends 
of 'Tookany and Poetquesink', now Frenkford and Byberry, in Sixth Month 
1683, to which these Friends of Cheltenham were attached. This meeting 
was first held Seventh Month (September) 3, 1683. Treveling through the 
wilderness on horsebsck overland was none too easy, end Cheltenhem Friends 
soon desired a more convenient place for worship. Accordingly -- 

"At a Mo-Meeting held et Sarah Searys ye 3d 6f 10 mo. 1683 at re- 
quest of some ffriends belonging to this Meeting A Meeting wes Settled 
Neer Cheltenhem at the house of Richard Wall." 

"Richerd Wall, Jr., died intestate Second Month 6, 1689, and his 
deughter Sarah beceme the heiress of the Wall estates. Richard Well died 
First Month 26, 1689, end his wife, Joene Twelfth Month 2, 1701. They 
were buried in the graveyard on Cheltenhem Avenue bequeethed by him to 


. the meeting. : 


"Sereah Well merried George Shoemeker, who came from Germany with his 
parents on the ship Jeffries from London, erriving First Month 20, 1686. 
They became the progenitors of 8 lerge femily which gave the neme of 
Shoemakertown to the villege until 1889, when it was chenged to the mean- 
ingless neme of Ogontz. George Shoemeker beceme en important man in the 
district, and, with Toby Leech, was one of the commissioners that leid 
out Old York Road in.1711." 

Arthur H. end.Ann R. Jenkins, in their brief history of Abington 
feeting, add the additional informetion here quoted, concerning Chelten- 
ham Friends and their Meeting House:- 

"Plens for building the new meeting house were sterted within a few 
months (referring to John Bernes's gift in 1697), end the Cheltenhen 
Friends decided to ask the quarterly meeting for help. On the 7th of 
Tenth Month (December), 1697, the minutes of Philedelphia Meeting have 
this entry: 'Tven Morris presents to this Quarterly Meeting, thet Friends 
up thet way ere about building a new meeting house for the service of 
Truth, end that they desire the concurrence & assistence of this meeting. 


‘In order thereto it's desired, that John Kinsey may propose the matter to 
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our next Monthly Meeting in order for their essistancé, the seid houss 
peing intended to be built by the approbation of this Meeting.' 

"There is no mention of the matter in the minutes of the next month- 
ly meeting which wes held toward the end of December. But the following 
month, Philadelphia Monthly Meeting mekes this minute: ‘Whereas the last 
meeting agreed that £20 should be lent out of the Meeting Stock to Chel- 
tenham friends to help them in building a Meeting house, This Meeting up- 
on further consiceretion agrees, that a collection be mede by way of a 
subscription for that service, and if it do not erise to £20, then this 
Monthly Meeting to meke it up out of the Meeting Stock, and if it rises 
to more than £20 they ere to have it.' 

"Tt will be observed here that Philedelphia Monthly Meeting regarded 
the subscription as being made to the Friends of Cheltenhem Farticuler 
Meeting, rether then to Dublin Monthly Meeting. Evan Morris was ea reguler- 
ly appointed representative of Dublin Monthly Meeting eat the quarterly 
meeting, but there is no evidence that he was instructed by the monthly 
meeting to open the project, end more likely did so as a private member. 
The next minute refers to 'Cheltenhem Monthly Meeting', which might more 
properly be ‘Dublin Monthly Meeting et Cheltenhem'. But such distinct- 
ions were not much considered in those days. 

"From the phonetic spelling in these minutes, it is evident that Chel- 
tenhem at this time was still pronounced in two syllebles, efter the Eng- 
lish manner." 

JEANES HOSPITAL. 

Not far from Cheltenhem Meeting House of the present time, rether 
less than a mile, is the Jeemes Hospital. It is loceted on Central Avenue 
on the outskirts of Fox Chase, Philadelphia, Ps., being formerly a 64-acre 
tract forming the Homestead of the Jeanes femily which was then called the 
"Stapeley Farm." Quoting from a circular published in the interest of 
the institution, we learn that:- 

""R penerel hospital or infirmary for cencerous, nervous or disabling 
eilments'. Thus did the will of Anna T. Jeanes create the modern hospi- 
tal at Fox Chase, Philadelphia, Pe., bearing her ntime. 

"While the founder, a prominent member of the Society, of Friends, died 
in 1907, Jeenes Hospital, under the management of & Board of Trustees con- | 
sisting of representatives of the eight Quarterly Meeting Boarding Homes 
of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends, did not open its doors to 

etients until Januery 1928. At thet time this institution costing over 
$1,000,000.00, and embodying the ultimate in construction and equipment, 
wes dedicated to the service of Philadelphia end vicinity. The purpose of 
the Boerd of Trustees to spere neither effort nor expense to build and 
equip a truly modern hospital was realized. After the hospital had been 
built end equipped there remeined approximately $2,650,000 as endowment. 

eeeee In the hospitel unit ~ connected to the administretive section by 
solerium type corridors ~— ere accommodations for 72 patients......The © 
nurses' home hes accommodetions for 32 nurses." 

Jeenes Hospitel is not a possession of the Cheltenham Meeting, nor 
of any other Monthly Meeting. "The members of the corporetion are elect- 
ed from among persons nominated by the eight Quarterly Meeting Home Com- 
mittees." These members receive their appointment from the Yearly Meet- 
ing of Hicksite Friends held at Fifteenth end Race Streets. 
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FRIGNDSVILLE. 


Meeting orpenized.'s cis sccpiitecs + cc ve LOQ0. 
Meeting established... ccc cweuees ss eel O22. 
Preparetive Meeting established......1822. 
Meeting House built about.........+.-1824. 
Preparétive Meeting laid dowm........1837.' 
Orthodox Meeting discontinued........1837. 
Hicksite Meeting discontinued........1849. 
Locations sss. .cve. cece SPLieNdBVille, Pa. 
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The history of Friendsville Friends' Meeting has been told in e very 
interesting way both in the "History of Susquehanne County, Pa.," by 


_Emley C. Blackman, 1873, and egain in the "Centennial History of Susque- 
hanna County, Pe.," in 1887, by Rhamenthus M. Stocker. Those two histor- 


ical sketches are as follows:- 

Ist.- "The year 1819 was merked by the arrivel of a lerge number from 
the vicinity of Fhiladelphia who belonged to the religious Society of 
Friends. About this time Dr. Rose set off a trect three-quarters of a 
mile long by three-sixtsenth of a mile wide on each side of the Milford 
end Qwego turnpike, which he nemed Friendsville. This was in reality the 
name of the settlement of Friends, though few of their number were with- 
in the prescribed limits, the lends of some lying in what is now Forest 
Leake end Middletown, and of others in the center of the present township 


of Chacomet. Williem Selter, Samuel Savage, William and John King (Eng- 


lish), John end Thomas Nicholson (from Ireland), Thomes Berrington, Dan- 
iel Richards, Enoch and George Walker (from Chester County), were emong 
the earliest Friends here. The last named located at ‘Lekeside,' but 
goon removed to 'WYoodbourne.' 

"Lydia, wife of Daniel Richards, was a minister among Friends. Their 
sons were Abel, Robert, Daniel, Semuel, and Joseph. Mr. Richards is bur 
ied in Friends' Cemetery; Mrs. Richards died in 1840, in her 7Oth year, 
eat the West. The Nicholsons were located east of the Lake. Johm died in 
New York; Thomas removed to Springville. Thomas Barrington died in Ohio. 
Semuel, his bréther, came to the place S. Barnard had occupied; he died 
in Friendsville (or vicinity), Blizabeth, his wife, is mentioned as ‘a 
woman whose mild and courteous demeanor was happily blended with the un- 
obtrusive graces of a christian.' She died in Springville et the house 
of her son-in-lew, Thomas Nicholson. Samuel Savage left after two or 
three years. William Salter had a store at Friendsville in 1620. Dr. 
Levi Roberts came about this time. He died here about five years later. 
His lands passed eventually into the hehds of Isaac Cermalt and Joshua 
Gurney. Jemes Palmer, a blacksmith from Delaware Coe, John Hudson, 
Thomas Darlington, Nathan Hallowell, Johm Lord, Seth Pennock, John L. 
Kite, Joseph end William Thatcher (from Chester County), whose lend | 
was transferred from Jemes Thayer and David Owen, were among the arri- 
vals prior to 1825. John Hudeon was en Englishman; his son John marri-~ 
ed Susan, sister of Caleb Carmalt, and both are buried in Frisnds' Cen- 
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etery. John Lord was a minister among Friends; he died in Ohio. His 
three daughters were the wives of Seth Pennock, John L. Kite, and John 
Marne. Those who came in 1819 and 1820 were diminished nearly one-half 
within three years. T. Darlington and N. Hallowell left not long after. 
They were located just north of Lakeside." 

Semuel Beldwin, a visitor from Chester County, wrote a letter to the 
"Village Record", edited by Charles Miner, in southern Pennsylvania, dat- 
ed June, 1821, in which he stated:- "The Friends' settlement is called 
Friendsville, and is situeted on the great western turnpike leading to 
the Lake Country. There are divers turnpikes passing through seid coun- 
try from Philadelphia and New York, and our navigeble waters furnish en 
easy mode for the conveyance of produce to these markets say 160 to 18 
miles distant, and there is a prospect of having the distance considerab] 
shortened. The Friends hold mesting regularly twice a week, under the cal 
of a committes of the monthly mesting of Stroudsburg." 

"In 1830, the division among. Friends took place, and the meeting at 
Friendsville, then consisting of only ten families, was broken up. Most ¢ 
the Orthodox Friends left within a year or two after the division." 

2nde~ "The borough of Friendsville is twelve miles from Montrose, on 
the old New Milford and Owego turnpike, which forms the principal street 
of the villege. Its early history is blended with the townships of Apola- 
con, Chacomet, Forest Leke and Middletown, from which the area of the bor 
ough wes teken. It owes its origin and name to the purpose of Dr. R. H. 
Rose to found a village for the members of the Socisty of Friends, whom 
he induced to settle on his lands in this locality. In 1819 he set aside 
a tract of land, three-quarters of ~a mile long and half as wide, along tk 
above highwey, which was leid into village lots and called Friendsville. 
few of the Frisnds coming at that period settled within these bounds, but 
most of then lived in the surrounding country and had this place as their 
business centra. In consequence of the removal of many of the early set- 
tlers the growth of the village was slow, end, though it has a pleasant 
location, in « rich country, it has not attained the importance of young- 
er villages in the county which enjoy the adventages connected with rail- 
way communication. There were, in 1886, not quite two hundred inhabitents 
oeeeein 1835 a large number of Friends removed from the village, and thei 
pleces were taken by other citizens, many of Irish descent, and in late 
years the population has been composed almost wholly of that netionelity. 

"From 1832 to 1840 Miss Elizabeth W. Richards successfully taught a 
select school for young ladies and small boys in the John Hudson house. 
She was the only deughter of Deniel end Lydia Richerds, Friends, who came 
from Chester County about 1820. Her mother was a women of marked ability 
and a public speaker in the Friends' Meeting. The deughteér inherited her 
mother's good qualities, and had, in addition, a strong character of her 
OWYNle eevee 

"An account of the Friends' Meeting, with which many of the former 
people of Friendsville were connected, and of the Episcopal Chapel now 
on the seme site, is given in Chacomet township:'in which it is located." 

"The Friends' Meeting.- Soon efter the settlement of the Friends a 
Meeting was established near Friendsville, under the cara of a comnrittes 
of the Monthly Meeting of Stroudsburg. Meetings were regularly helditwice 
per week, end Mrs. Lydia Richards, John Lord end others were members. A 
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frame meeting-house was built south of Chacomet Lake, end a part of 

_ the lot on which it stands was consecrated to the dead. In the peace- 
ful ground reposed many of those who left homes of comfort in older 
countries to battle with the hardships of ths lives which awaited the 
pioneers of this section. In 1830 the meeting consisted of.only ten 
familiss, and, in consequence of a division occurring between the Or- 
thodox and Hicksite members, it was broken up. Most of the Orthodox 
members left soon after, and it wes not until after the arrival of 
new members thet the meetings were again resumed. In 1839 the Monthly 
Meeting had sixty-two members, but many removals took place in the 
course of ea few years, and in 1849, the Meeting was again discontinued, 
not again to be revived. The ‘Preparative' was attached to the Monthly 

- Meeting at Scipio, N.Y., and a single Friend now remains in this sect- 
ion (1887)....Some of the younger members of Queker families, remain- 
ing in this part of the country, connected themselves with the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church, and services were held et the house of Jemes &. 
Carmalt, as early as 1861, with an occasional meeting in the old Pres- 

_ byterian Church et Friendsville, by Rev. George P. Hopkins end other 
missionrries." 

The following extracts from the Minute Book of Stroudsburg NMonth- 
ly Meeting now preservad in the firsproof vault of Orthodox Friends at 
No. 302 Arch Street, Philadelphia, give more exact data concerning the 
Friendsville Meeting:-~ ak: 

"Stroudsburg monthly meeting of Friends held 6mo 22nd 1820. The 
committes appointed at our last Quarterly meeting to attend this meet- 
ing on & request for counsel and af sistance forwerded in our last re- 
port to that meeting, attended at this time with the minute of their 
appointment, end advised this meeting to visit those settled at Friends- 
ville in Susquehenneh County Pa. to which service Deniel Stroud and 
Jdemes Bell are eppointed." 

"Stroudsburg monthly meeting of Friends held 7mo 27th 1620 Dan- 
iel Stroud on behalf of the committee to visit the friends settled at 
-end nesr friendsville reports thet he set out to perform the visit in 
compeny with the Quarterly Meetings committee appointed to render 
counsel & afsistence to this meeting, and on the way met some friends 
from thet settlement who gave them such information that the Querter- 
ly Meetings committee advised that this meeting receives the certifi- 
‘cates of members settled there, & offer their certificates to this 
meetings " 

"Stroudsburg monthly meeting of friends held Imo 25th 1821 Part 
of the committee appointed sometime xugo to visit the friends settled 
at &:neer friendsville in Susquehannah County Pe. end have become 
members of this mo. meeting report they have performed the visit, end 
they produced e request from them to be indulged with a meeting for 
Worship to be held on the first & fifth days of the week for six 
months, to begin at 11 0 clock, which being considered in thie meet- 
ing is united with, end Jemes Bell, John Z. Fleglor & Deniel Stroud 
eppointed to heave the cere of ssid meeting (end to act in conjunction 
with a like conmittee of Women friends if such committee should be ap~ 
pointed) the time for the first opening of the meeting to be on the 
third first day in the 2nd mo next." 
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"Stroudsburg monthly meeting of Friends held 4mo 25th 1822 This 
meeting received a request. from Friends at Friendsville (e distent 
branch of this meeting) for ean established meeting for worship to be 
held on the first & fifth days of the week at 11 oclock, end a prepar- 
ative meeting for discipline to be held on the fifth dey of the week, 
and two weeks before the time of holding Stroudsburg Monthly meeting, 
this meeting having considertd the same are of the mind their request 
ought to be granted, the clerk is directed to forwerd a cony of this 
minute to our next Quarterly meeting for their concurrence.-~ 

"At Stroudsburgh monthly meeting held 21st of llth month 1822 A 
communicetion from our quarterly meeting was received and read, leaving 
this meeting et liberty to establish a meeting for Divine Worship to be 
held at Friendsville in Susquehannah County on the first end fifth days 
of the week, at Tleven e/clock in the morning; And elso e Preparetive 
Meeting for Discipline to be held two weeks before this monthly meeting 
to be designeted by the neme of Friendsville Preparetive Meeting of 
Friendsville — And e like Preperetive mesting to be held by Women 
Friends as is usual in such Cases. And those meetings are eccordingly 
esteblished— And Daniel Stroud Jemes Bell end Williem Pickering sre 
eppointed to attend at the opening of seid Freparetive Meeting." 

"At Stroudsburgh monthly meeting held lst Mo 23, 1823 It eppears 
by informetion conveyed to this meeting from Friendcsville FPreparetive 
meeting that Friends of that meeting desire to have e meeting house— 

On consideretion “Jilliesm Pickering, John Z Flagler, Deniel Stroud & 
Charles Stroud ere appointed to unite with Friends of that Meeting in 
judging of and procuring a piece of lend whereon to build one-> And if 
they can procure a Tract of lend that shall appear to them suiteble, 
then in conjunction with Deniel Richards end John Hudfon as Trustees 
of the monthly meeting, to es a Title for the same as is usual in 
this Yearly Meeting." 

"Stroudsburgh monthly meeting held 3rd month 25th 1824, A communi- 
cation from most of the members of Friendsville Preparetive meeting was | 
received & reed Stating that they have egreed on the situation for 
their meeting house and asking afsistance from the Quarterly meeting to a 
the amount of $250. towards defraying the expence of building &c. And | 
the Committee heretofore appointed to afsist in procuring a proper Title | 
for the lend proposed, to be made to Trustees of thet Preparative meeting | 
And the Clerk is directed to forward the Substance of this minute to our 
ensuing Querterly meeting." | 

"Stroudsburgh Monthly Meeting held 4mo 27th 1826. A communicetion 
wes received from Friendsville Preperetive, Preperstive meeting request- 
ing to be joined to Hector Monthly Meeting in the State of New York, 
which claiming the considersetion of the meeting, John Z Flaglor, Daniel 
Stroud, Jemes Bell & William Pickering are appointed to unite with a 
committee of women Friends to visit thet meeting & report to our next 
or & future Monthly Meeting— " 

"Stroudsburgh Monthly Meeting held 7mo 27th 1826. The committee | 
appointed, in the 4mo lest on an epplicetion of Friendsville Preparative 
Meeting to be joined to Hectcr Monthly Meeting, in the State of New York, 
made the following report viz. We of your Committee appointed to visit 
Friends of Friendsville Preparative Meeting, in consequence of a prepo~ 
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sel of that meeting to be joined to Hector Monthly Meeting, in the State 
of New York Report, Thet we were with them at a meeting for worship and 
efterwerds et a meeting called together, on account of the subject of 
our sppointment-~ Theat since the said proposal was made four Femilies 
of them have removed, Five other femilies have decided to Remove, some 
of them quite soon,- That the other Femilies WEleven in number, prefer 
remaining a pert of Stroudsburgh Monthly Meeting- And thet it does 
not appear to us, thst the proper time has errived to make a change 
Déniel Stroud 
Susquehanna County - Jemes Bell 
2Zlst of 7mo 1826 John Z Flaglor 
- With which the Meeting unites." 

"Stroudsburgh Monthly Meeting held 10mo 21st 1830 A request was 
received from Friendsville Preparative Meeting, stating thet under pre- 
gent circumstences, they had concluded it was best to lay down thet Pre- 
parative Meeting, which on consideretion it ig concluded to be left for 
further considerstion et our next Monthly Meeting." 

"Stroudsburgh Monthly Meeting held llmo. 25th 1830.- The request 
from Frisndsville Preparative Meeting to lay down that meeting being a- 
gain under consideration way did not open to lay it down at present, 
end Daniel Stroud is appointed to give them this information." 

"Stroudsburgh Monthly Meeting of friends held by adjournment at 5 
o Clock P.M. 5th month 25th 1837 This meeting teking into Considera- 
tion the very reduced Condition of the meeting for Divime Worship, and 
of the Preparative meating for Discipline of Friendsville, a Brench of 
this Monthly Meeting,- The meeting appoints Jemes Bell, Daniel Stroud, 
Ezra Comfort and Thomas Wister jr. a Comnittee to unite with a like 
committee of our Monthly Meeting of Women Friends to take those subjects 
under their serious consideration; and report to our next Monthly meet- 
ing, their sense of what ever it may be right to teke in relation to 
these subjects.’ 

"At Stroudsburgh monthly meeting of Friends held 1Oth month 26th 
1837 An Extract from the minutes of Abington Quarterly meeting of 
friends was produced to this meeting & read therein, & is in the/words 
following vizt. ‘At Abington Querterly meeting held at Germentown the 
10th of 8mo. 1837, Stroudsburgh Monthly meeting in their report, make, 
(in substence) the following Stetement and proposition viz. "a commit- 
tee appointed by this meeting to take into consideration the reduced 
condition of the meeting for Divine Worship at Friendsvills and of the 
Preparative meeting of Discipline of Friendsville...Reports,/That they 
all met with a like Comnittee of the monthly maeting of women friends, 
and upon solid consideration agresd to report, that they believe 1 
needful and right that both of those meetings be laid down. And upon 
deliberation it is the judgment of this meeting, thet the Preperetive 
meeting for discipline of Friendsville and also the meeting for divine 
worship at that place be laid down, if Abington Quarterly Meeting of 
friends concur therewith" Which Propositions obtaining the deliberate 
consideration of this Quarterly meeting, they are united with and the 

seid meetings accordingly discontinued and the members thereof attach- 
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ed to Stroudsburgh preparative mesting. Women’s meeting concurring here- 
in. Taken from the minutes 

Jefse Spencer, Clerk.' 
Deniel Stroud and James Bell sre appointed to communicate this informa- 
tion to the remaining members who constituted the meeting for divine 
worship & the meeting for Discipline called Preparative Meeting of 
Friendsville." 

Further information regarding the Friendsville Meeting of the Hicks- 
ite Branch is obtained from these minutes of Richland Monthly Meeting:-~ 

"Richland Monthly Meeting held 30th of 10th mo. 1835 By an Ex- 
tract from Friendsvill Preparative meeting this meeting is informd that 
‘owing to their distencs<itheirmecting remote situation from the 
monthly meeting and the consequent inability of the monthly meeting to 
extend care towards them they propose relinquishing their connection with 
us and trensfering their right and become a branch of Gyste Scipio month- 
ly meeting in the State of New York or to such other meeting es way may 
open. upon consideration John Foulke Wm H Bell and Evan Penrose were 
appointed to correspond with them on the subject end report to next 
meeting— " 

"3 th of 10th mo 1835 the Committee appointed to correspond with 
friends of friendsvill inform they have paid some attention to their 
appointment but are not ready to report they are continued—" 

"Richlend Monthly meeting held 4th of 3rd mo. 1836 The Considera- 
tion of the subject brought up from Friendsvill preperetive. being re- 
sumed end the meeting being informed thet they still remain desirous of 
dissolving their connection with this meeting and being attached to the 
monthly meeting of friends at Scipio in the State of New York as a 
brench thereof. after due consideration their proposal was with the con- 
currance of Women's meeting concured with, the clerk is directed to fur- 
hish Scipio monthly mseting and Friendsville Preparative meeting with & 
coppy of this minute. also to furnish said monthly meeting with a list 
of the members of seid preparative meeting " 

"Richland Monthly meeting held 3rd of 2md mo 1837 ¥riendsville Pre- 
parative mesting hes been attached to Scipio Monthly meeting in the State 
of Newyork as a brench thereof— " 


**See Addenda, P. 83, for further information. 
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Orthodox Meeting House built about ..1830. 
Location in neighborhood of North Wales in 
Montgomery County, Pa. 


KH HKHHKK HEH 

Gwynedd is a Preparative and Monthly Meeting belonging to Abing- 
ton Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Hicksite Friends, and is 
a meeting of ancient standing, having been established in 1700. The 
Radnor records inform us thet in 1699 "There is a General Meeting ap- 
pointed at Gwynedd, the second weekly third dey of every month. at the 
-desire of Friends there." And again in 1703, "Gwynedd Friends desire 
their Preparative Mesting removed from their General Meeting to the last 
weekly third day in the month; which wes approved." 

The Monthly Meeting wes established in 1714. Quoting from the same 
euthority:- "At the Monthly Meeting held at Rednor mecting-house, the 
ninth day of the tenth month, 1714, it is left for further consideration 
whet time to appoint. the Monthly Meeting of Gwynedd end Plymouth; which 
wes left to the eppointment of this meeting by the Quarterly Meeting 
Gwynedd and Plymouth Friends, efter consideration what day is BHAEbL 6 
for their Monthly Meeting, proposs the last third day in every Boren 
which this meeting acquiesces with." 

Regarding the Mesting House at Gwynedd, Semuel Smith has aia 
"A meeting-house was built in the yeer 1700, end a lerger one in 1712 
and the mesting held therein on the 19th of the 7th month of thet vac a 

The date on the front wall of the present Meeting House is 1823. 

The building is a fine structure, rough-casted, large, and kept in ex- 
cellent repair. It stands on high ground at the intersection of the De 
Kalb Street Pike and Sumneytown Pike, midway between Ambler and North 
Wales, in Montgomery County, Pa., the name of North Wales having, in 
early times, been given to the meeting. The grounds surrounding it are 
beautified by fine old shade trees, meny of them being grend old oaks 
of the primevel forest, which have seen more yeers than.the Weeting 
House itself. A horse-block of eerly days is carefully kept in good 
condition snd stands some distence to-the southeast of the House. From 
it the greveyerd to the west and reer of the Meeting House is seen in 
all its quietness and beeuty. In the Burial Ground are a few quaint un- 
merked field~stones, and others having initisls end detes, one of the 
oldest ‘being in the Moore row. It is merked "MI. M. 1770." There is az- 
other, much older, placed to the memory of Mary Bate who died in 1714; 
the stone is a sleb lying flet on the grave, but the passage of time ... 
hes ceused the inscription to be elmost or quite illegible. 

Among the fanily nemes noticed most frequently on the stones in 
the Gwynedd Burial Ground areLukens, Foulke, Shoemaker, Cleaver, Rob- 
erts and Ambler, while others to be seen are Cooper, Conard, Evens, Ful- 
ton, Jenkins, Jones, Moore, Michener, Mather, Myers, Pim, Redifer, Rut- 
ter, Scarlett, Stockdale, Thomas, ‘elton and Zorns. Formerly the greve- 
yerd wos seperrted from the Meeting House Yard by e wooden fence (so old 
photogrephs: of thé House show) extending from the corner of tho Meeting. 
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House to the road, but this has been removed and the two yards are now 
continucus. On the southern and western bounds of the cemetery is e@ 
privet hedge, while on the north side an open fence of metel piping 
seperetes the graveyard from the ground in front of the wagon~sheds. 

A greveled pathwey intersects the graveyard northwerd from a corner of 
the Meeting House, but it is evidently an addition of later years, for 
it passes directly over the grave of "Gainor Jones died 1847 aged 91 
-years." This greve is under the spreading brenches of e tree. 

The two doors at the resr of the House, opaning to the graveyard, 
formerly had steps to the ground, but now, unused, have had the steps 
removed. At the northeast corner of the Meeting House is the building 
-in which Gwynedd Friends' School was conducted until 1928 when it was 

discontinued endthe building then became en annex in which lunches ere 
prepared for Quarterly Meeting getherings end other special purposes. 

An attractive porte-cochere built et the southeast corner of the 
House is the one feature which adds a modern aspect to Gwynedd Meeting 
House, deducting from the entique appearence of the place which the 

‘climbing summer ivy about the doorways endeavors to sustain. | 

Much has been written about Gwynedd Township and the Meeting House. 
The following notes are quoted from Theadore VY. Bean's "History of 
Montgomery County, Ps.," published in 1884:- 

"Friends' Meeting House, owing to its entiquity and long-extended 
influence, is deemed well worthy a separete article. From its being al- 
most in the exsct centre of the tovmship, or originel purchese it wes 
the third house of worship erected in the county, being preceded a few 
yeers only by those erected in Lower Merion and Abington. Nearly two 
centuries have iow passec ewey since these occurrences, producing great 
changes in elmost everything, end from which even their encient meet- 
ings have not been by eny meens kept. Hallowed and venerable associa- 
tions cluster around them, the impress of which should by no meens be 
entirely lost on their numerous and respected descendents. Posterity 
owes much to the past, and as long as gretitude exists it will remain 
e serious question as to the best or most proper method,to meet such 
obligations. The labors of the historian sre certainly not calculeted 
to weaken such ties, -but to ennoble or exslt them. 

“The minute-book of Gwynedd Monthly Meeting commences in 1714, but 
it is stated therein thet this place wes settled ‘and called by the neme 
of Gwynedd township in the latter end of the yeer 1698 and the beginning 
of the yesr 1699.' The principel settlers end purchasers, among others, 
were illiem Jones, Thomes Evans, Robert Evans, Owen Evesis, Cadwallader 
Evens, Hugh Griffith, John Hugh, Udwerd Foulke, John Huwaphrey and Rob- 
ert Jones. Of this number those who were Friends met together ‘at the 
houses of John Hugh and John Humphrey." With the exception of the let- 
ter two end most probably Hugh Griffith, the remainder were attached to- 
the Established Church of Snglend. An identity of interests in this 
new settlement was calculated to draw them close together. It is evi- 
dent thet the meetings held in the aforesaid houses led to the organi- 
zation of this congregetion. The churchmen for a brief term did assem- 
ble for worship at the house of Robert Evans where his brother Cadwal- 
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lader supplied in part the plece of a minister, by reading to them 
portions of the services and passeges from his Welsh Bible. This may not 
heve been meinteined much beyond a year, for on building the first log 
meeting-house in 1700, on the site of the present edifice, they all united, 
assisted by leter immigrants, who must have also increased the body of 
Friends. The reletion is that Robert and Cadwallader Evans first sought 
them by attending et their place of worship, end finally through their 
influence the rest were brought over, on which the meeting-house wes a- 
greed upon. It is a well-settled tredition that Williem Penn end his 
. daughter Letitie and ea servant ceme out on horse back to visit the settle- 
ment shortly efter its erection and that he preached in it, staying on 
this occesion overnight at the house of his friend, Thomes Evsuns, the 
first settler, who resided near by..... 

"The log meeting-house proving inadequate for the accommodetion of 
the society, which was no doubt in part brought about by the influx of im- 
migration and the continuous prosperity of the settlement, a subscription 
paper was drewn up in the Welsh lenguage, in 1710-11, to which were sign- 
ed sixty-six nemes headed by Williem, John snd Thomas Evans. The sums 
ranged fron ong to eleven pounds’ sach, the total reaching to sbout two 
hundred pounds. Hugh Griffith assisted in its building, end it was com- 
pleted in 1712. Tt was considerably larger then the former, and wes built 
of stone, with two galleries and a hip-roof. It occupied the former site, 
and the ground was a portion of Robert Evans" purchase, still covered 
with the original forest. The subscription paper mentioned is an inter- 
esting relic and has long been preserved and retained in the Foulke Fem- 
ily. : 
"Rowlend Ellis, on behalf of Haverford, represented, on the 10th of 
Fourth Month, 1699, to the Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, about this Welsh 
settlemant twenty miles distant, who had for some time held a First-day 
Meeting by their advice and consent, and, as they do not understand the 
English language, desired to be joined to Haverford Monthly Meeting, to 
which consent was given. At the Monthly Meeting held at Rednor Meeting- 
house on the 9th of Tenth Month, 1714, it wes laft for consideration as 
to what time the Monthly Meeting of Gwynedd end Plymouth-(should be held) 
be left to the appointment of this meeting by the Quarterly Meeting held 
in Philadelphia. The Third-day of every month was proposed and agreed 
upon. : 

"Being now constituted a Monthly Meeting, they were allowed the 
privilege of recording #11 their births, marrisges, deeths and removals, 
which had heretofore been entered in the records of Haverford. Plymouth 
Friends being few in numbers and the meetings being chiefly held here, 
it was called Gwynedd Monthly Meeting, which neme has been everssince re- 
tained. John Evens was appointed the first clerk, end Edward Foulke and 
Robert Jones overseers. On the 26th of Second Month, 1715, Friends in 
Providence were allowed to hold a meeting on the first First-dey of ev-. 
erysmonth, end a few months thereafter liberty was given to have a bury- 
ing-plece. But the meoting-house again proving too small, it was decided 
the 28th of Tenth Month, 1725, to have it enlarged. John Cadwallader, 
John Jones end John Evans being appointed a committees to have charge of 
the same.see. 

"Gwynedd Monthly Meeting remained in Philadelphie Querter until 
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1786, when it comprised, with Abington, Horsham, Richlend and Byberry, 
Abington Quarter, whose meetings are how held at Abington in Second 
Month, Horshan in the Fifth, Gwynedd in the Tighth end Byberry in the 
Eleventh. 

"The present meeting-house was built in 1823. It is a plein, sub- 
stantiel, two-story structure, forty by seventy-five feet in dimensions. 
When first built here, in 1700, the spot must have been very secluded. 
In the emple yerd and burial ground attached several original forest- 
trees are still preserved, one of these, a chestnut, nearly four feet in 
diameter. Near the southern corner of the yard is a stone bearing the 
name of Mary Bate, deughter of Humphrey and Ann Bate, who died in 1714." 

NOTE.- The huge chestnut tree mentioned in the foregoing, is no 
longer in existence in 1929. Further, the neme of Humphrey Bete's dsaugh- 
ter was Martha, not Mary. Her tombstone is indicated as the oldest in 
the Burifl Ground, and the following is the entire inscription:- 

Hear lieth the body of Martha the daughter of Humphrey Bate 
end Anne his wif departed of this life Aprell 25 aged 3 Y 
6M 1714. 

The Separation of 1827 affected Gwynedd Friends’ Meeting and a smell 
minority withdrew end established the Gwynedd Orthodox Branch. About 
1630: they built a Meeting House some little distance from the old Meet- 
ing House, and established a Burial Ground beside it on the road from 
Spring House to Penllyn. It was stated in "The Friend", 9th Mo. 4, 1830, 
in en erticle detailing the various meetings of Orthodox Friends et that 
time:- "In Abington Quarter new houses have been erected at Gwynedd, 
Horsham end Byberry." ; 

The Gwynedd Meeting of Orthodox Friends has been discontinusd, the 
Meeting House sold and remodeled and sdded to, and converted into a hand- 
some dwelling. In 1931 it is known by the name of “Orthodox Cottage." In 
the smell well-inclossed Buriel Ground beside the dwelling ere thirteen 
marked graves. Two stones bear no lettering, three have initials and year 
detes, four sre members of the Spencer family, two of the Ambler, and one 
of the alton family. The latest inscription is that of 

GHORGT SPENC™TR Passed from time llth Mo. 6th, -1895. 
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Orthodox Meeting sometimes called Spencer's. 
MOGLINE JOGbEDLA GhOG scutes cers wo abies pies 0 «LT LO» 
First Meeting: House built... ceseceseeell 24. 
Preparative Meeting established........1717. 
Monthly Meeting establishad.....++-++++1782. 
Now Meeting House built cecvcecceeeeee L803, 
‘Ist Orthodox Meeting House built.......1830. 
end Orthodox Meeting IHlousge built.......1890. 


LOCATLON, eevee ee eeer re evees »+++-Horsham, Pa. 
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In Uzra Michener's "Retrospect of Warly Quakerism’ is the following 
record concerning Horsham Friends' Meeting: - 

"1715.- ‘Friends of Horshem made application for a constant meeting, 
to be kept on first end sixth days, during the winter season, tA was 
granted.' And in 

"1717.- ‘Friends of Horsham request a preparative meeting which 
is granted to them.' -(Abington Monthly Meeting.) 

"It is agreed thet there be two overseers chosen for Horshem Meet- 
ing, viz., John Michener, Thomas Iredell.' -( Abington Monthly Meeting.) 

tpreparative Meetings did not formerly preserve any record of their 
proceedings. Horshem record was begun in the year 1769. 
"The meeting was probably held at privete houses till the year 1724, 
when ‘application being mede by Horsham Friends for some assistence to- 
wards the finishing their new meeting-house, the meeting having taken it 
into consideration, orders, that the other four meetings shall assist 
those Friends of Horshem.' -(Abington Monthly Meeting.) 

“Tne 18035. & new end commodious house was erected, seventy-two by 
forty feet." 

Horsham is a Monthly Meeting esteblished in 1782 and belongs to Ab- 
ington Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Hicksite Friends, end 
comprises three Preparetive Meetings, Horshsm, Warminster and Upper Dub- 
lin. The Meeting House is located by the roadside of the public highway 
leading from Abington to Easton, by way of Doylestown, three miles above 
Willow Grove. It is built of stone, shows no date on its walls or gables, 
but on a teblet at one end of the building, sheltered by the porch it is 
announced "Horshem Friends Meeting House Founded 1716 Built 1803. All 
who come in the spirit of reverence and worship are welcome."' Horsham 
Meeting House is at the summit of a little rise of ground and has three 
rows of wagon-sheds to the right and in front of it. On the opposite 
side of the highway, the Easton Road, is the lerge well-cared-for Buri- 
al Ground, wherein rest the remains of many members of the Penrose, Ire- 
dell, Kirk, Jarrett and other prominent Montgomery County families who 
have belonged to Friends from early times. At one side of the graveyard 
is the school-house in which, for meny years, en elementary school was 
kept under the care of the Friends' Meeting. About 1920 it was discon- 
tinued and the building was rented to the neighboring district public 
school which used it until 1927 when a new school-house céme into use, 
and then the little Friends' school-house was finally closed. 

Regarding the early history of Horsham Friends' Meeting the follow- 
ing is recorded in the "History of Montgomery County, Pa.," edited by 
Theodore W. Been in 1884:- 

"Henneh Cerpenter, the widow of Samuel Carpenter, by deed of trust, 
conveyed to John Cadwalleder, Thomas Iredell, Evan Lloyd, end Richard 
Kenderdine, the 27th of Third Month, 1719, for the use of Friends, fif- 
ty acres of lend from his great tract, on which the meoting-house was 
built, most probably in 1721, for we know from ‘the jurors' report in 
the laying out of the Governor's road along here, April 23, 1722, that 
it was located by the Meeting House. John Fothergill, of Englend, men- 
tions in his journal ettending this meeting, 17th of Eleventh Month, 
1721-22, in company with Lewrence King. Ve next find in the monthly re- 
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cords that the members had made spplication the 28t‘h of Seventh Month, 
1724, 'for some assistance towards ye finishing of their new Meeting- 
House, ye meeting, having taken it into consideration, order that the | 
four meetings shell assist those friends in Horshem.' By this is meant | 
the members composing the Monthly Meeting, comprising Abington, estab- | 
lished 1697; Germantown, 1704; Byberry, 1715; ane of Horsham. We thus 
perceive that es small or humble as this structure may have been, sone 
three or four. years must have elapsed before it was fully completed. 
We believe it was of stone and stood until 1803, when it wes demolish- 
ed, and the present substential and commodious two-story structure oc- 
cupies its place.....The ancient graveyard here is an object of inter- 
est, and since 1719, no doubt, fully two thousand have been interred 
-here. To meet the increasing demand for space, it has been enlarged a- , 
gein and again. It now comprises several acres, end on the roadside is | 
inclosed by a substential stone wall, recently repsired." 

The unfortunate division of the Society of Friends in 1627, so fer 
as Horshem wes concerned, found the Hicksite Brench much in the major- 
ity. The Orthodox members built e meeting-house for themselves; in fact 
‘it is seid that there were three different meeting-houses erected from | 
time to time at different places, and each one was but a smell building, 
showing the congregation to be quite limited in size. 

In 1929 the Brthodox have no meeting at Horshem, end their Meeting 
Houses have been converted into dwellings. One of them is located near 
Five Points, e half mile from the Easton Road, but not far from the vil- 
lege of Horsham. This still besring the generel appearence of a Friends’ | 
Meeting House, is @ rough-cast building thet shows no dete of its con- 
struction on its wells. However it was erected about 1829 or 1830, as 
in "The Friend" of Ninth Month 4th, 1830, it was definitely stated that 
"In Abington Quarter new houses have been erected at Abington, Horsham 
and Byberry." In later years this Meeting House was sometimes called 
the "Spencer's" Meeting House. Meetings were discontinued there proba- 
bly during the passage of the "eighties.'' 

In 1890 enother, the last house in which the meetings of Orthodox 
Friends et Horshem were held, was erected about three-quarters of a mile 
out of Horsham on the Dreshertown Road. It is a smell stone edifice hav-_ 
ing the date of erection on the gable facing the highway. It is a pleas- 
ent, substantial little building that makes a pretty and a comfortable 
looking dwelling. There is neither door nor window in the rear of this 
house, the end towards the short row of wagon-sheds still stending at 
the back of the grounds in 1937. It is asserted that the meeting for a 
long while wes kept up by the attendance of a single worshiper, Richard 
Shoemeker, who faithfully held to his purpose to the end of his days. 

The Hicksite Meeting House of Horsham is unique among Friends' 
Meeting Houses by reason of its having a porch completely around three 
sides of the house end part way on the fourth side. 
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NORRISTOWN. 


Meeting organized before.....eeeeeeeeel S50. 
Hicksite Meeting House built..........1850. 
Neeting ‘established... scecceneysvee sl Ot 
Orthodox Meeting House built.........1890. 
Monthly Meeting established...........1936. 
Location on Swede Street...Norristown, Pa. 


REKKHE KEE RIGO 


Two Friends' Meetings, both of them Preparative Meetings, belonging 
to Gwynedd Monthly Meeting in Abington Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting, are established in Norristown, Montgomery County, Pa. Both 
houses are located on Swede Street, one, the Hicksite and larger building, 
at Jacoby Street, the other, the Orthodox and smaller structure, at Pine 
Street. The Hicksite Meeting House is built of bricks and has the date of 
erection, 1856, on the northern gable. It is surrounded by a large yard, 
well shaded by trees, the portion in the rear having once been used as a 
purial ground but long since abandoned for the Friends' Graveyard at Ply- 
mouth Meeting, some three or four miles distant. Only a very few memori- 
al stones are seen in 1929. Ons is in memory of Jacob Snyder, born 1786 .. 
died 1848; another of Evan A. Besson, died March 30, 1646, aged l5yrs. 
lmo. and 9 days; another of “noch Supplee who died 6th Mo. 2, 1847, in 
the 64th year of his age; and three others, either without nemes or dates 
or so sunken as to show no signs of lettering. These dates on the head- 
stones reveal the fact that the place was used as a cemetery before eith- 
er the Meeting House was built or the Meeting established. The Norristown 
Meeting was quite new when Hzra Michener wrote and published his "Retro- 
spect of Harly Quekerism" in which he merely quotes the following minute 
from Gwynedd Monthly Meeting, which, according to his date, 1854, was 
made four years later then the date on the Meeting House. 

"1854.- The establishment of a meeting, proposed to be held in 
Friends' new meeting-house in the borough of Norristown, being introduced 
by the following address, signed by members residing in said borough and 
its vicinity; upon consideration, the meeting united in judgment thet the 
application be grehted," &c. (The address is not quotedby Michener.) 

From-the Notes to "Lyrics of Quakerism" by Ellwood Roberts of Norris- 
town, the following mention of Norristown Meeting is mede:- "The meet- 
ing was established by Gwynedd Monthly Meeting, which is held there every 
three months, in alternation with Gwynedd and Plymouth. The influx of 
Friends from other portions of the county hes very much increased the 
membership of late years. The grounds are extensive, comprising an acre 
of valuable land at the south corner of Swede and Jacoby streets, which 
is ornemented with handsome maple and other trees. A portion of the 
grounds on Jacoby street, in the reer of the meoting-house, was used for 
a burial place for some time after the establishment of the meeting, but 
there have been no interments here for many years, Norristown Friends 
generally interring their dead at Plymouth burying~-ground, four miles 
distant." 
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In the same volume of poems Tllwood Roberts devotes one lyric to 
the Meeting eat Norristown. It is called "Silent Worship" end contains the 
following impressive thoughts:- 

The summer sun is smiling down 

Upon the hills of Norristown; 

To-day is Neture at her best, 

In all the season's beauty drest; 

The Sebbath quiet in the air, 
- Itself se solemn call to prayer. 

The church-bells ring from every tower, 
We need no chime to mark the hour. 

A small end silent company, 

For worship gathered here, are we; 
Our recent loses we cen trace, 

See here end there a vacant place; 
The deed, we know, lived not in vain, 
In recollection they remain. 

Mey we who fill their seats to-day, 
Be patient, just, and pure as they; 
As full of zeal for righteous cause; 
Like them, obeying Nature's laws; 

As watchful, earnest and sincere 

In word, and deed, and worship here. 

Ellwood Roberts, the author of "Lyrics of Quakerism" which he publish 
ed in 1895, was « minister of the Society of Friends and of Norristown 
Meeting. He was born in Wilmington, Del., lst Mo. 22, 1846, end died at | 
Swarthmore, lst Mo. 31, 1921. 

The following communication from William L. Ambler, clerk of Norris-| 
town Monthly Meeting, gives the dete of the establishment of that Meet- 
ing:- "Norristown, Pa., 12th Mo. 27, 1937. Norristown Monthly Meeting 
wes officially started on 9th Mo. 16th, 1936. The last Meeting of the 
Preparative Meeting was held on that date and the Monthly Meeting was 
started after une Preparative meeting was officially glyen Wipes Ws tlve 
Ambler Clerk. 

Midway between the two Meeting Houses in Norristown, at the junct- 
ion of Swede Street with Powell, is the Boarding Home kept by Hicksite | 
Friends. It is:a large and quite pretentious building for the benefit 
of members of Abington Quarter, and et Ey to that section of the Year-. 
ly Meeting. 

In a similar situation, in an angle formed by the junction of 
Swede and Pine Streets, is the Meeting House of Orthodox Friends. It is 
constructed of brown stone and is quite unusual in style for a Friends' 
Meating House. Over the south gable is the date, 1890, overlooking the 
brick walk which leeds to the little iron entrance gate in front. There 
is a porte-cochere over the driveway at the side of the Meeting House, 
and a brick-paved welk all around the house; this on the Swede Street 
side is much overgrown with grass. On a tablet just inside the gate, to 
the left of the walk, is this announcement:- 

Friends Meeting House Swede end Pine Sts. -—- Meetings for Wor- 

ship First Day (Sunday) 10.30 A.M. All are ‘Welcome. 
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On the right of the walk is another tablet announcing:- First Church 
of the Nazerene -— Sunday Services Preaching 2.45 P.M. 7.45 P.hi. 
Sunday School 1.45 P.M. Young People's Meeting 7. P.M. Prayer Meet- 
ing. Thur. 7.45 P.M. All Welcome — Rev. Ek. EH. Grosse, Pastor. 

This second tablet rather indicates the Orthodox Meeting Houses 
does double duty in religious work. 
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Preparative Meeting grented.......+.++1703. 
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Bi-Centenniel celebration. ...eceeeeee el9l2. 
Monthly Meeting established...........1936. 
Location.....+«s++eesePlymouth Meeting, Fa. 
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The story of Plymouth es a meeting of the Society of Friends dates 
from the early history of Pennsylvenia,-for, ebout 1685, "James Fox end 
other Friends settled about Plymouth in the year 1685 (?), and held meet- 
ings at Fox's home. But they soon after removed from the place, end were 
succeeded by David Meredith and several Friends, who attended Merion 
Meeting." -(Ezra Michener.) Then, according to the minutes of Radnor 
Monthly Meeting in 1702:- 

"Friends about Plymouth of the other side of the Schuylkill, propose 
to have a meeting on first days at Hugh Jones's,....-and a weekly meeting 
the fifth day, to be kept by course at David Williems's, at Hugh Jones's, 
at Lewis Thomas's; which this meeting consents to, if the Quarterly Meet- 
ing approve thereof...... 

"The Quarterly Meeting have approved that Friends of Plymouth should 
kesp their. first day meeting as proposed." 

"1703.- The Quarterly Meeting approved that Friends of Plymouth Meet- 
ing continue their first day meeting; end it was so settled. It is order- 
ed that Plymouth Friends keep their Preparative Meeting the last weekly 
meeting before the Monthly Meeting." 

Such are the statistics of the beginning of Plymouth Meeting in 
Montgomery County, Pa. In 1929 it is a Preparative Meeting belonging to 
Gwynedd Lionthly Meeting in Abington Querter of Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ing of Hicksite Friends. 

The Meeting House stands near the roadside at the intersection of 
Germantown and Butler Pikes, ebout four miles from Norristown, Pe. The 
building is of stone and plainly shows that one section of it was built 
at a different time from the other, a distinct line between the stone- 
work of one end of the building end that of the other showing perpendic- 
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ularly from the eaves to the ground, but there is no date stone of its 
erection to be seen in either gable. It stands 

"Time-honored Plymouth ‘mid thy stately trees; 

Hoery of limb end silvered o'er with age," 

at the summit of a little rise of 

ground in’a quiet little country villege. Its irreguler-shaped yard 
with two carriege entrances, is well filled with old shade trees, some 
very old, one being now (1929) but a leafless, brenchless dead trunk, 
stending like en ancient monument of the past at the further extremity 
of the Meeting House. Underneeth the trees the sod is in some places 
more mossy than it is green, end et other spots spring beauties and div- 
ers other plants of wild nature each blooms in its season. 

At the back and to the left of the Meeting House is a large Burial 
Ground, likewise quite irreguler in shépe, well filled with graves, meny 
of which sre marked by plein memorial merbles, all kept within bounds of 
Queker simplicity end eccording to the rules of the Society of Friends. 
Among the numerous names to be seen there are those of verious members 
of the Quaker femilies of Albertson, Colley, Hallowell, Jeanes, Jones, 
Conrad, Maulsey, Phillips, Roberts, Welton, White, Wilson, Yerkes, Sty- 
er, Zorns and Hovenden. Far to the westward in the old section of the 
cemetery, at the foot of a stately tree, is the grave of the artist, 
Thomas Hovenden, born Dec. 28, 1840, died Aug. 14, 1895, who in life 
won célebrity as a master in art in creating the beautiful picture call- 
ed "Bringing Home the Bride", end a companion piece "Breaking the Home 
Ties." In the newer part of the ground is the greve of Ellwood Roberts. 
He was born in Wilmington, Del., Jan. 22, 1846, and died at Swerthmore, 
Pa., Jen. 31, 1921. He was a minister of the Society of Friends, formerly 
a teacher for fourteen years, a portion of the time in Friends' Centrel 
School, Philadelphia, anc was the author of "Old Richland Families", 
"Plymouth Meeting", "The Dewees Femily", end "Lyrics of Quakerism", the 
last nemed book of poems being published in 1895. 

Both the graveyard and the Meeting House Yard are inclosed by stone 
wells, that about the burial lot being a massive structure with huge 
conspicuous abutments, in some places covered with trailing vines; but 
thet about the Meeting House Yard is less massive, though evidently old- 
er, and is protected from the ravages of storm end time be a beveled 
capping of shingles. 

In one corner of the yard is the Friends' School House in which hes 
been and is still kept a school under the cere of Plymouth Preparative 
Meeting. 

The following commmication from Elizabeth J. Ohlsen, clerk of Ply- 
mouth Monthly Meeting, gives the date of the recent establishment of 
that Meeting:- "Dear Friend, Plymouth became a Monthly Meeting 9th 
Month 21st, 1936. Very sincerely, Hlizabeth J. Ohlsen, Clerk." 

From the "History of Montgomery County, Pa.," by Theodore W. Bean 
(1884), is taken the following interesting account of Plymouth end its 
Meeting:- 

"The Friends were undoubtedly the earliest settlers of Plymouth 
and of the contiguous portion of “hitemarsh. It appears that Williem 
Penn had conceived a plen for a town to be laid out of about one mile 


aft Qe enots slat on at eront tnd .hovo1g edt oF nekee galt won vinele 
shasta Ff .elday sofitie at wxeoe~ of of aclioets 

fen 4 tote Kas bin’ Giwouylt beiowod-anlt’ rf. 

"one ttiw ee'o hexnewike tre dott to yIaA0H des 

4 seit ofdd bt Ss 26 Tinie ett i ; ‘ i oa 
beqgadoseafuneit etl .egslliv widmeds offtil telup a at bavoty ae 


AMOE .B2O hana ble Agiw befits [low af ,Roeonatine exelziwe ows itiw > 
fuuat basb cedtietoreid ‘cule Ball e Jn (OSeL) won sated smo ybhio yreye 


raiinul ed¢ ta tasq ofS Ye foewaem deetons ne dif ynibnese 
: shi sok al at bea edt agend off Ateentebnt! Jabict! usitee edd To 
~yib bes settuwasd waatyqe eéoan gefto bes ,deetyg ef tr ced? yseom e10m 
stdesee ati at amoold dose. emiiag bfiw io ainsiq sedto ete 

[aii satel s ef eanoH aatteet aft ta Stel BAF oF Bete voed eft TA 


: om .zeyors nifw bBetllt [few ,agaite n a Lagan efinp ceiweitl . bawot 
; to abmiod nidvtw ¢qei Lis .eeldism 'styomem wireig yd bedian ais ioldw to 
é 2Saeirt to ytelioc® edd Lo eelir orld of Batbsoogs brs vtiot(amte tedeup 
; | puner euoigayw “lo eecd? ate eiadt nese of Qe eRe BHOTEaA elt @romA 
t ; nto ool ~LfewolisH .yelisdD .nesdued fA te Bekitow) 1texau> odd To 
i sredyoY ,poa lie elit! .notfse .ettedoH eagkEAind .yeslivel .datae9 
a ; Nottosn Lio ert at &esteew of! OF GRE .nedmeveH Sus extoS <4@ 
i i tug edd Yo overs edt nt ,sext yietete » To Foor af? ts ,y19e femmes; 
icf mt ody ,@2S! ht ua beth ~ORGL .99), 900 med: ,.mebnevoH esmoadT 
i : i» atutota Ivtifuwed of! yaivestos ai Pua Hi Terese ww ea tsiideles now 
i } i old ootieenl™ eosolia noting W900 8 OBS  OHLGE ant oioH wast a saaalogal be 
hE: r vate fon hoow (iS to svaig eft of bawors aft Yo. dyaq tewen oft at “sag kT 
4 ryawe t2 beth ins ,S¥8L .CS cost ». eG gheReher th at ond ssw on 
trod pabretvt %é ytstoos oft lo seistadm a gee Of wISRL . Le .nel, . stem 
; itned “abastuT nut emit ait to sobivoy, 8 yetdey pesttuel +0? steloaed ee 
a "rol Lined - ‘baa fets A bf0" ‘to sodtua std wow. Ore eepranesel tod eootad 
i} , "me ivedaup “lo eoitud” boe ,"“yiioed eseped GAT” «"galteelt. c Syonfiey 
i) t 2081 ni bedetiidua smted sweod to atcod bomen test 
Ly encts i hemolomt evs bikY sec saiteell add Dita Dasyevesyg eft dgzog 7 
By ; eset 'tiw eirrounde evise am B Beh tof fetead and tod a fads «eilew. F 
; Sud geentiv anillan? Aviv hertev o> decefq amoe of getnomtide ausvalgende, 


yitnebive dyvodd , ev ieasi eeei.4) Stet season gaitéeM oft suods. tanks 
.befeved s ad emis bre trots lo sofeves eft moni betossorg af Sms ete 
' seotanide 16 satqges. .. 
if doldw of eewot) Iooded. ‘ebpotat ett of fray eff To teni0e eno al 
tataqexT idwomylt to em wt). tobay Loorigg 8 dged [ilve si bas geetian 
i | ) : ; vant ton 
. ¢f3 to greof> ,meelsO  tiredestiag soy! ngpivadiemeaoo antwoliot eT 
io. tnemiaiidstee Jaeopet eid tH efeh aid sovtE pobitty yiitoot dévom 
; ot? gatieekd yintnew s onnaer Hive lt Be a ar cipatijoeN Jedi 
f “.%nefD .coeldh .L Nfedertiy .yfereouta yx wy etelS « dh 
; wu & .¥ exthoestlT yw "..8T -¥sawed vietegtoou te yrote lH” edt nova 
avi bem Atvomyefd Yo tauooos getiecredai gaiwollo? edt ners t ei «(S88L) 
. dtvomvld to wetelttee teotiige ent tibetduobau etew ehnoitt edt" ; 
mailile det eusegge IT stateme tia’ to noifrag avouyisnoo att cy baa. ma. 
slisi ano fede to tun btel od of mwot 6 01 eta #8 bik sahcicad pats 


. wt 


61 


square where is now the site of the present meeting-house. In the summer 
of 1686 the tovmship was purchased and settled by James Fox. Francis 
Rawle, Richerd Gove, John Chelson and some other Friends, who lived here 
for a time and held mestings for worship at the house of Jemes Fox. Being 
tradesmen, and mot accustomed to a country life, they afterwards removed 
to Philadelphia. Not long afterwards, however, the land was repurchased 
end settled. Among a number of dthers were David Meredith, Edmund Cart- 
lege, Thomes Owen, Isaac Price, Ellis Pugh and Hugh Jones, all Friends. 
It seems they had become sufficiently numerous here to receive the con- 
sideration of filliem Penn, who in a letter to Thomas Lloyd, from Eng- 
‘lend dated the 14th of Fourth Month, 1691, among other things, said: 
"Salute me to the Welsh Friends and the Plimouth Friends— indeed to 
atl of them.' 

"The members with the consent of Haverford Monthly Meeting in 1703, 
continued their worship at the same house that had then come in posses- 
sion of Hugh Jones, end remained there for several years, after which it 
was held at the house of John Cartlege for some time. Through the in- 
crease of population, it was agreed to build ea meeting-house for their 
better accommodation, which was. accordingly done at the present site, 
which for some time previous had been used as a burying-ground. “ith the 
consent of Haverford Monthly Meeting snd the Philadelphit Quarterly Meet- 
ing, the Friends of Plymouth end Gwynedd were permitted to hold the first 
fonthly Meeting for themselves the 22d of Twelfth Month 1714-15. It can- 
not be ascertained from the record et what exact time this meeting-house 
wes built, but there is reason to believe that it could not have been long 
previous to that date. John Rees was appointed the 25th of Twelfth Month, 
1723, to keep the records of the births and burials which hed been com- 
menced in 1690. A school was kept from the beginning in connection with 
this meeting, end was the only one in the township down to the Revolution. 
Pupils came to it from miles around on horseback, in consequence of which 
a log stable was built on the premises. In his visit to America, the cel- 
ebrated John Fothergill, an English Friend, preached on two different oc- 
casions at this plece,- the first time on the 15th of Twelfth Month, 1721, 
‘and again the 27th of Tenth Month, 1736. Thomas Chalkley, .in @ visit here 
in Fourth Month, 1726, mentions David Meredith as one of the elders, who 
was then eighty-nine years old, but who died in the following Eleventh 
Month. A short time before the Revolution the Yearly Meeting eat Philadel- 
phia rdopted a minute that the 'members do not hold negroes in bondage,’ 
and 'that they shall not buy nor sell eny slaves.' Bight incurred the 
censure, when a committee was appointed, in 1775, to ascertain the exact 
number held by the members of the meeting, which wes ascertained to be 
sixteen negroes and one muletto. Thomes Lencaster, Srey was among those 
prevailed on, who emencipated his man, Cato, aged forty-six years, 6th of 
Sixth Month, 1774. 

"The Revolution wes elso a trial to its members, several being dis- 
owned for entering the army or bearing erms contrery to their precepts. 
‘The meeting-house was also used as e hospital for the sick or wounded 
from the Battle of Germantown. In 1827 and the following yeer a division 
took place emong the members on points of doctrine, end the result wes 
thet a portion separeted end built not long afterwards a two-story stone 
meeting-house neer by, which is known es the Orthodox congregation, who 
have reteined for their use a portion of the encient graveyard. 
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"The present meeting-house is an ancient stone, structure, one 
story high, situated at the west engle of the intersection of the Ger- 
mentown snd Plymouth turnpikes. Having been injured by fire, it was re- 
paired in the summer of 1858 and a gallery placed in the east end. 

"The graveyerd hes but one stone that beers en early inscription, 
end thet is to the memory of Vatthew Colly, who died March 3, 1722, e- 
ged 55 years. As he was not a Friend, that portion of the ground has 
since been incorporated with the rest, the meeting-house standing on 
its eastern portion." 

Im the corner of the greveyerd next the Meeting House is the mark- 
ed greve of Sareh Brooks. The inscription on the headstone reads:- "In 
Memory of Sereh Brooks who was borm on the 10th day of September A.D. 
1709 and deperted this life on the 13th dey of Merch 1601." The stone 
hes sunken considerably during the passage of years so thet the date 
of the death is now hidden by the soil. 

The building which was once the Orthodox Meeting House et Plymouth 
stends adjacent to the Buriel Ground to the southwest of the Hicksite 
Meeting House, end in 1929 is the handsome residence of Walter Corson. 
The following clipping, unfortunately without year-date, refers to the 
sale of the Meeting House:- 

"Norristowm, Nov. 25. One of the recent notable transfers of Nont- 
gomery county realty was the conveyance of the Orthodox Friends' Meet- 
ing House at Flymouth Meeting, Pa., to Walter H. Corson for a consider- 
ation of $1005. This Meeting House is one of the tangible reminders of 
the 'Separation' in the Society of Friends, end was built in 1828, a- 
bout ea year efter the withdrawal of those who disagreed with the major- 
ity that retained possession of the old Meeting House. For several 
years no meetings have been held in the Orthodox house, the few Friends 
of thet persuasion who were left in thet section attending at Norris- 
town." 

Plymouth Meeting celebrated its two hundredth anniversery on 9th 
Mo. 12th, 1912. In the address of welcome, on that occsesion, A. Conrad 
Jones seid,- "We have very good reasons to believe, however, that the 
meetinghouse ‘was built about 1710 to 1712, and consider this time appro- 
priate for an anniversary." 

The following extrects from another paper written ie Abbie Conrad 
Crenor concern the erection and correct an error made in the "History 
of Montgomery County" where it is stated thet the fire at Plymouth oc- 
curred in 1858. 

"Plymouth bieeting house is mentioned for the first time in © mar- 
riage record at Rednor 4th Month 30th, 1709......so all that is positive- 
ly knowm is that it was built between 1709 end 1713. The southwestern 
end was erected first. The northeastern being added about. 1780 and used 
as a school house.....On the morning of the 13th, second Month, 1867 the 
meeting house was burned down, the fire being caused by the hot ashes in 
the celler. Shortly before this @ committee had been appointed to col- 
lect money for new shedding, so others were added to their number, and 
the whole authorized to have charge of the rebuilding of the meeting 
house...-.During the process of erection, severel of the sheds were en- 
closed and meetings were held there. On 10mo. 24th, 1867, the work was 
completed." 
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PROVIDENCE. 


Meeting orgenized about......eseeeeecelTlT. 
Lend donated for Meeting House (7)....1717. 
First Meeting House built.......60.e+.1730. 
Preparative Meeting established.......1730. 
Second Meeting* House built........ «ee 1828. 
Meeting 1810 dowiwc'ee@ acne «cana Penn beos . 
Centennial Anniversery....csccececces lI2G. 
Location near....,....ePort Providence, Pa. 
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Providence Meeting in Montgomery County, Pennsylvenia, located in 
Upper Providence Township, is one of the ancient meetings in the vicin- 
ity of Philadelphia, not so old, perhaps, es the Providence Meeting in 
Delawere County. For distinguishment in eerly days it was sometimes des- 
ignated "New Frovidence," which set it distinctly apart from the meeting 
of the same neme in the adjoining county. It belongs to Abington Quarter 
of Fhiledelphia Yearly Meeting, and is a Preparative Meeting under Gwy- 
nedd Monthly Meeting. 

A brief sketch of Providence Meeting House is given in Theodore W. 
Bean's "History of Montgomery County, Pa.," 1884, as follows:- 

"The Friends' Meeting House was one of the early houses of worship in 
the township (Upper Providence). It is situate.one end a half miles north- 
east of Port Providence. On Scull's map, in 1770, it is marked and had been 
there many years. It was built in 1730, of logs. At that time the portion 
of the township along the river Schuylkill was settled by Friends, and the 
best femilies of thet neighborhood worshiped in the old log meeting-house. 
The lend whereon the building was erected was donated by David Hamer, who 
came to Providence with his brothers, Jemes and Adem, in 1717. Among those 
worshiping in the first building may be mentioned Richardson, Taylor, Hop- 
kins, Barnet, Tyson, Ambler, Rogers, Jacobs, Cox, Saylor; Hobson, Carson 
and Hamer. The log house was, in 1828, replaced by the present one-story 
stone meeting-house. It is now very much dilapidated and very few Friends 
ere now found in the vicinity." 

The following interesting note was puvlished in the Friends' Intelli- 
gencer, Sixth Mo. 26, 1909, which shows this Meeting House, though in a 
state of decay, was still occasionally used as a place of worship:- "The 
ancient mesting house at Providence, nine miles above Norristown, opened 
for public worship on First-day afternoon, the 13th inst., it being one 
of the two meetings in each year which are held there since the old build- 
ing, erected in 1828, was put in order four or five years ago. The meet- 
ing wes very early established but, owing to the removal of Friends from 
the neighborhood and other causes, it was finally laid down in 1868, the 
few remaining members being attached to Norristown Meeting. The old grave- 

. yard is now kept in good order, and, although the house is rather inac- 
cessible except by: private conveyance, more than a hundred worshipers 
gathered, notwithstanding the rain, most of them from Norristown and.vi- 
cinity, or from the immediate neighborhood." 
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Among those who spoke upon the occasion just referred to, were Ell- 
wood Roberts of Norristown, Cherles A. Livezey of Gwynedd, Natheniel Rich- | 
ardson of Byberry, and Dr. Tomlinson of Germantown (Orthodox). 

On September 28, 1929, a large gathering celebrated the centennial 
of the erection of Providence Meeting House. The prospect of holding such 
a meeting was ennounced in the Friends' Intelligencer, 9th Mo. 14, 1929, 
as follows:- "At Gwynedd Monthly Meeting held at Plymouth 8th Mo. 30th, 

@ suggestion was approved to hold a Gethering of a Commemorative Charac- 
ter on the 28th instent, at the Providence Meeting House, located on the 
Black Rock Road, above Oeks, about six or seven miles from Norristown, 
and about three miles west of Collegeville. It has been about two hundred 
years since the first Meeting House was built and the present one was e- 
rected in 1828. The eerly ministering Friends make frequent mention in 
their journals of visits to the 'perquiomen' Friends—- among them Thomas 
Chalkley and Samuel Bounes— in 1726 and 1728. It is proposed to present 
@ history which has been compiled relating to these early pioneer Friends 
— and of the formation of a Preparative Meeting about 1733, which was 
within the linits of Gwynedd Monthly Meeting......The Comnittee will be 
glad to be put in touch with descendants of the Friends who made their 
homes in the Perkiomen region end who attended the Meeting held in the 
houses of members and later in the Meeting House at New Providence as it 
wes then celled." 

On the 28th the Gethering proved so large that "it was necessary to 
hold the exercises on the grounds surrounding the quaint little building. 
The original Meeting House was erected about 1730 by vioneers in that 
part of Perkiomen Velley, end many of their descensants were present at 
the enniversery service. Alfred WY. Knight, of Norristown, was in charge 
and introduced the speakers. Addresses were mede by Judge George C. Cor- 
son, of Plymouth Meeting, and by Irwin P. Knipe. Charles Major, of Nor- 
ristown, geve & history of Providence Meeting and the early settlers, and 
the original poem.....was read by Eleanor Scott Sharples. In the Meeting 
House was an exhibition of relics, including silver, pottery, quilts end 
other heirlooms. Especially admired wes e silver service thet had belong- 
ed to Lucretia Mott." -(Friends' Intelligencer, 10th Mo. 19, 1929.) 

In 1866 it was reported to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting through Ab- 
ington Quarter, that the meeting. at Providence was "leid down" and its 
members attached to Norristowm Preparative Meeting; but again in 1867 
the same Querter informed the Yearly Meeting that "an Indulged Meeting 
has been granted to Friends at Providence." This, however, soon was 
discontinued in 1868. 

On the 5th of Zleventh Month (November) 1929, the compiler of the 
historical notes of Friends' Meetings here placed on record, made a lit- 
tle "pilgrimege" or journey to the Providence Meeting House, and wrote 
in his Diary the following:- "Very promising for snapping with a kodak, 
so I started early for & pilgrimage to Providence in Montgomery County; 
and it proved to be a real pilgrimage with a walk of about eight miles. 
I.went by trolley to Collegeville and then walked to end from the lone- 
ly Meeting Housé which I found in fine condition. I passed a Mennonite 
Church on the wey which looked exectly like a Friends' Meeting House." 

The Friends' Meeting House in Upper Providence Township of Montgom- 
ery County, Pa., in 1929, is well cared-for, is in @ fine state of pre-.- 
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servation, and sets prominently in view at the summit of a rising piece 
of ground with a pleasing view of Collegeville, three miles distant, a- 
cross the intervening valley to the northward. On the south end of the 
building in the gable is a date-stone bearing the letters and numerals 
"Rebuilt 1828." The structure has been roughcast with the woodwork 
painted white. There is a large double door in front protected by a 
porch with stone floor and steps; another door at the south end, near 
which is the entrance to the graveyard, a gateless opening through the 
well of the Burial Grounds; and, et the rear of the Meeting House is yet 
‘another door, now boarded-up and closed from general use. 

The Buriél Ground is partly inclosed by a stone wall and partly by 
a high, heavy wire fence with iron piping, such as also incloses the 
Meeting House Yard. A few trees, some quite venerable, beautify the sur- 
rounding grounds, but in no way closely over~shadowing the Meeting House 
itself. In the cemetery there ere faw marked graves. In the middle of it 
is a row of brown stones inscribed with initials only, "R. R." end oth- 
ers. Other headstones heve the namss of Cox, Cleaver, Bly, Hemer, Robin- 
son, Tyson and Yorley. One grave, decoreted with a flag, simply states,- 
Jos. Roberts Co A 183d Pa. Inf. 
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Warly called.............Great Swemp Meeting. 
Meeting organized soon after....eeeeeene 1710. 
Preparative Meeting settled eabout.......1721. 
Meet ime House Dubble s er te.s eels actin MaecheO. 
Monthly Meeting eastablished.......+e.+++1 742. 
Meeting House enlarged..ncderscccvcee eee lLTG2. 
Meeting House rebuilt. .cccrcoreeveeceeeelBbn. 
HOC EGON sietia: anctettebekestreiieyerees sooeeeQuekertown, Pa. 
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Briefly Semuel Smith has informed us that "Richlend, formerly knowm 
only by the neme of the ‘Great Swemp', was first settled by a few femilies 
of Friends, about the year 1710. They soon after had e meeting for worship 
settled among them. Some time after, increasing in bigness, they had a 
preparative meeting of business set up hy authority of Gwynedd Monthly 
Meeting, to which they belonged till 1742." 

-Richlend is both e Preparative and a Monthly Meeting of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting belonging to Abington Quarter. It was set off from Gwynedd 
Monthly Meeting, es a Monthly Meeting, in 1742. From its records the fol- 
jowing is taken relating to its establishment:- 
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1742.- "The Introduction. Inasmuch as it hath pleased God, the au- 

thor of all our mercies, to increase the number of Friends belonging to 
our meeting at Richlend, and the adjacent places thereto belonging; ma- 
ny of the elders growing in years, and the youth coming up; and also liv- 
ing fer remote from Gwynedd Monthly Meeting whereunto we belonged; and 
the difficulty we sometimes had to attend the same; under these consid- 
eretions, a concern came upon Friends here, to make epplication to the 
Monthly Meeting, to have a Monthly Meeting established among ourselvés, 
- desiring their consideretion and concurrence to propose our request to 
the Quarterly Meeting at Philedelphia; which, after deliberate consider- 
ation of the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, our request wes allowed of 
end granted. 

"At a Quarterly Meeting, held at Philsdelphia the lst of the 9th 
month, 1742, the motion from Gwynedd Monthly Meeting, for the Friends at 
the Swemp being @ Monthly Meeting of themselves, to be held the third 
fifth dey of the week, monthly, is granted 

"Copy. ‘Samuel Preston, Clerk.'" 
-(From Richland Monthly Meeting.) 

From Battle's "History of Bucks County, Pa.," 1887, this interesting 
account of Richland Meeting is quoted:- "Richland is distinguished es 
_ the only one of the northern townships of which the Friends formed the 
eerly population. Under dete of 4th month, 15th, 1773, Semuel Foulke 

hus explains the settlement and growth of the society: ‘The first set- 
tlement of Friends in this place was about the yeer 1710, by our ancient 
friend Peter Lester from Leistershire, in @Englend, who, with his wife 

and children and their families, became members of Gwynedd monthly meet- 
ing, held at the seid Peter Lester's house for severel years. Friends 
hold an amicable intercourse with the Indien netives, who at that time 
were numerous in these parts end often helpful to the new settlers in 
furnishing them with necessary provisions, which is gratefully remember- 
ed by some yet, living emong us. About the year 1723 a small meeting- 
house was built end a preparative meeting there held by the assent of 
the said monthly meeting. And Friends continuing to increese in numbers 
by the youth crowing up and the accession of severel families of Friends 
from other piaces, it beceme necessary, in the year 1730, to build a new 
meeting-house, which was done on a commodious lot of ground near the cen- 
ter of the settlement. And our said meeting, through the blessing of di- 
vine Providence both spiritually and temporarily bestowed, still continu- 
ed to incresse in strength and numbers until the year 1742, when Friends 
thought it expedient to meke application to the quarterly meeting held in | 
Philadelphia, the lst of 9th month, 1742, to have e monthly meeting erect- 
ed amcng themselves; which was grented them.....and called Richlend month- 
ly meeting, which from that time has continued, and Friends here have sinc 
made considerable additions to their meeting-housé to accommodate the 
meeting. ' 

"Tt eppears from this that the Friends were the earliest settlers of 
Richland.....At the time when this region was first invaded by the colon- 
ist it wes known by no other neme than 'The Great Swemp', and the present 
designation would have been considered a misnomer....The borough of Quak- 

ertown is situated et the center of an elevated elliptical plain (the 
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besin of the Sweamp— the circumference being a belt of trap rock), the 
diameters of which are six end four miles respectively....The residents 
of this vicinity, in 1730, were Hugh Foulke, John Lester, John Ademson, 
Arnal Heacock, Jom Phillips, ‘Villiem Morris, John Richards, “Jillian 
Jemison., Edmund: Phillips, John Ball, John Edwerds, Thomas Roberts, ‘Vil- 
liem Nixon, Arthur Jones, and: Gdwerd Roberts." 

Wne We H. Davis's "History of Bucks County, Pa.," 1876, also gives 
some information about Richland Meeting:- "A meeting for worship was held 
.at the house of Peter Lester, severrl years before the Gwynedd monthly 
grented the Richlend preparetive meeting, which was about 1721 or 1723, 
when a small meeting-house was erected & mile below Quekertown, on the 
property now (1¢76) belonging to William Shew. The increese of Friends 
mede a larger house necessary, and in 1729, a lot was purchased in the 
middle of the settlement, on which a new meeting-house was built. The 
Swamp Friends wanted a stone one, but the monthly meeting advised that 
it be built of wood, as more consistent with their means.....eIn 1744 
Seucon Friends were granted permission to hold meetings for worship, and 
Springfield in 1745, Richland being the mother meeting; and in 1746 or 
1747, Abrahem Griffith, Samuel Thomas and Lewis Lewis, were appointed 
to assist the Friends of Springfield to select a place for building a4 
meeting-house. An addition was built to the Richland meeting-house in 
1749, the sum reguired being reised by thirty-eight subscribers, emong 
which we find the names of Yilliem Logan and Israel Pemberton, dr., both 
lend-owners but non-residents. In 1762 an addition, twenty by twenty-six 
feet, wes added to the north end, money being borrowed to complete it; 
end there was a further addition in 1795, leaving the house substential- 
ly as we now see it." 

A visit to the quaint little community of Quekertown by the compil- 
er of these notes on November 16, 1929, reveals to one interested in the 
Meeting Houses of Friends, thet the Richlend Meeting House is a_ stone 
building, roughcast end painted white with derk bronze green trimmings. 
In the south geble is a date-stone inscribed "Founded 1710 Rebuilt 1562." 
There is also an old stone in the Meeting House bearing the dete 1795. 
The building is surrounded by trees that form a grove on the spacious 
grounds to the east, in front, to which there are avenues of éppro&ch 
from gateways, but there is no protecting fence about the yard. To the 
north of -the House is the large well-filled Burial Ground where many 
different names eppeer on the small heedstones. Among them ere Bredshew, 
Ball, Diehl, “dwards, Foulke, Heacock, Hicks, Jemison, Jordon, Kinsey, 
Lencaster, Lester, Linderman, Meredith, Michener, Palmer, Penrose, Kob- 
erts, Thomss, Shaw, Strawn, Venbuskirk and Welton. The eestern and old- 
er pert of the Burial Ground shows the interments were made in rows ir- 
respective of femily or kinship, but in the western section the modern 
custom of burying in femily lots hes been adopted. Several old browm 
field-stones, some without detes or lettering, are found in this ceme- 
tery. 

At the north end of the House is a porte-cochere, beyond which, 
back of the Meeting House, is a long row of sheds, quite quaint by rea- 
son of their length. In front of them, at some little distance, nearer 
the street, is the old brick school house now closed for educational 
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purposes. It wes discontinued as a school about 1882 or 1883 end is now 
used as & sociel lunch-room and on Monthly Meeting days for a similer 
purpose. 

NOTm. The school-house was built in 1860 and the Meeting House put 
in its present shape in 1862. This information is derived from "Early 
Friends Femilies of Upper Bucks" by Clarence V. Roberts. 
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SPRINGFIELD. 


Neeting held in......the Unthank House. 
Indulged Meeting established......1743. 
Meeting House proposed...seeeeee eel l47, 
Joseph Unthank removedes .eceeseseell Due 
Meeting discontinued later then...1757. 
Location above.......Richlandville, Fa. 
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. During eerly times in Bucks: County, Pa.,; en Indulged Meeting of 
Friends, under the care of Richlend Monthly Meeting, was established in 
Springfield Township, where it continued severel years. It evidently was 
at first quite thriving, for e@ movement wes on hand to build for itself 

@ Meeting House, but for some unexpressed, or unrecorded reeson, the pro- 
ject was ebendoned. In Clarence V. Roberts's "Werly Friends Femilies of 
Upper Bucks," published in 1925, the following interesting note concern- 
ing this ephemeral meeting, occurs:- 

"On 2mo. 1743, the Friends in Springfield were grented permission 
._ to hold meetings at the houses of Joseph Umthank and Johy Dennis for a 
period of six months. This wes annuelly renewed until 1755, when Joseph 
Unthenk, being about to remove to North Carolina, the meeting previous- 
ly held at his house wes ordered held at Thomas Ademson's. In 1llmo. 
1746-47,-Hugh Foulke, Abrehsem Griffith, Semuel Thomas, end Lewis Lewis 
were to essist Springfield Friends in selecting a place to build a meet- 
ing-house, but they made no report and the meetings continued to be held 
at Dennis' and Ademson's until 1757, end efter that at Adamson's alone. 

"On 3mo. 17, 1744, Saucon Friends were allowed to hold meetings for 
worship on First-dey during the summer months. 

"After 1764 afternoon meetings were held on First-days during the 
summer months for a number of years at the following places; one at 
the meeting-house (Richlend) and three other meetings each month at 
other points, vize; John Dennis', Robert Ashton's and illiam Hdwerds', 
end leter at the school house near Benjemin Green's, a school house in 
Milford, and at Rendal Iden's." 

Another quotetion from the seme book informs us that "Joseph Unthenk 

purchased one hundred acres from Thomes Perwin, ‘located on Squooks now 


Cooks Creek'; he removed to Virginia in 1755. (Elsewhere it is stated 
Unthenk went to North Carolina.) The old house is still standing, the 
older portion having been built by Parwin or Unthank about 1743. It is 
said to be the oldest house in Springfield Township. This property was 
owned for a number of yeers by the femily of the lete Rev. A. R. Horne." 

Davis's “History of Bucks County, Pr.," tells this story in the 
following words:- "About 1738, Thomes Parwin, of Milford, received & 
werrant for one hundred acres, which he located on 'Squooks', now Cook's 
. @reek, in the western pert cf the township. In October of the seme year 
he sold the improvements end ell the rights acquired under the warrant, 
to Joseph Unthank. This trect is’now owned (1876) by Reverend A. R. Homne 
in whose femily it has been for over a century.-...The one-story part 
wes built by Perwin, or Unthank efter he bought it, probebly about 1743, 
end is en interesting relic of the pest. It is stone, and the wells very 
thick end strong." 

This Rev. A. R. Horne was born in 1834, the son of David L. and 
Mary N. Horne. He in 1858 established the Bucks County Normel School at 
Quekertown end wes in charge of it for five yoers. 

A visit to the old homestead of Joseph Unthenk, wherein the Spring- 
field Friends' Meeting was held for a dozen years, reveals the fect that 
the encient stone house in 1930 is unoccupied and in a state of disteess- 
ing decay. True, the shutters have been taken off end piled together in 
the interior of the building and the windows boarded over to prevent 
breekage to the panes of glass or other vandelism, but the doors are o- 
pen to tremps end other intruders, the porch once extending the full 
length of the front of the house, is mostly a heap of ruins on the ground, 
and the stone walls of the rear end oldest end are bulging outwerd. 

This interesting old housestands on en elevation of ground near the 
bank of Cooks Creek at the back of a grove of trees which closely hug it 
at the front. A short grass-grown lane leads to it from the public road, 
and the once attractive lawn is now rough with a growth of wild weeds 
that mingle with the scattered clumps of deffodils here and there having 
a deep-rooted hold in the soil. Such was the condition of the old Un- 
thenk House when J. Wilmer Lundy of Newtown, Pa., took the compiler of 
these notes there Third Month (March) 20, 1930. 

NOTE.— From the close association of Joseph Umthenk with the brief 
existence of the Springfield in Bucks County, Pa., it is rather interest- 
ing to note thet an examination of the North Cerolina Friends' Meetings 
records shows they have some definite data concerning Joseph Unthenk. His 
certificate of removal from Richland Monthly Meeting was dated 4th Mo. 
17, 1755, and was received by New Garden Monthly Meeting in Guilford 
County, North Caroline, 7th Mo. 26, 1755. He was accompanied by his wife 
and children. Joseph died 4th Mo. 19, 1780, and his wife, Ann, died 6th 
Mo. 28, 1769. 

The Meeting records show there were numerous descendants of Joseph 
end Ann Unthenk. Those of New Gerden make mention of four sons,- Jona- 
then Unthenk: died 6. ife- 19, 1770, but there is no record of his marri- 
age; John Unthank who was a minister of good reputation, married and 
head six children, of whom two sons and two daughters survived him. He 
died lst Mo. g, 17813; Allen Umthank married in 1774 and had nine chil- 
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ren; he died 5th Mo. 30, 1822; and eae fourth son, Joseph Unthank, was mar- 
ried 3rd Mo. 31, 1779, to Judith Thornbrugh. 


POPUP UID UL UIE DP RPT 
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STROUDSBURG. 


Meeting established. ........++00600e1809. 
Preparative Meeting established.....1811. 
Meeting HOusew OU Li sees ie a 10,0150 0.0) sw oles KO LAs 
Monthly Meeting established.........1815. 
Hicksits Meeting House built........1828. 
New Hicksite Meeting House built....1868. 
Orthodox Meeting discontinued.......1883. 
Hicksite Meeting discontinued.......1930. 
LOGE tCLON ae eis a > Stes -es-Stroudsburg, Pa. 
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Stroudsburg Friends' Meeting, which in 1930 is one hundred and twen- | 
ty-one years old, is in the process of discontinuation. It is a Preparatve 4 
Meeting under the care of Richland Monthly Meeting in the Abington Quarter 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Hicksite Branch of Friends; end had 
been a Monthly Meeting of the same Quarter of Orthodox Friends. Dr. Ezra 
Michener of New Garden, Chester County, Pa., in his "Retrospect of Harly. 
Quekerism", gives but three lines to this meeting, saying:- "The meeting 
at Stroudsburg was indulged by Richland Monthly Meeting in 1809, and, two 
years after, a preparative meeting was established there, and is so con- 
tinued." : - 

At the time of the Separation in 1827 this meeting became divided 
and the Orthodox, being the stronger side, retained the original location. 
The Hicksitse Friends settled themselves some little distance away in an- 
other part of the settlement where they built a new Meeting House and es- 
tablished a greveyard. Their Meeting House in the course of time was re- 
placed by a new one built of brick in the year 1868. It wes erected a few 
blocks awey at the corner of Seventh and Serah Streets. 

In the "Barly Friends' Femilies of Upper Bucks" by Clarence V. Rob- 
erts, 1925, is the following note regerding Stroudsburg and the origin of © 
its Meeting:- 

"Stroudsburg Meeting, «which was first an indulged meeting for wor- 
ship, end in 1809 a preparative meeting under the jurisdiction of Richland 
Monthly Meeting, owes its origin to Deniel Stroud. Deniel Stroud born at 
Stroudsburg, 5mo.22, 1772, was the fifth child and second son of Col. Ja- 
cob Stroud, the founder of Stroudsburg, and his wife, “lizabeth MacDowell. 
Col. Stroud wes born in Amwell Towmship, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, 
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limo. 15, 1735-36. After serving as a soldier in the Fremch end Indian 
Wer, he settled at Stroudsburg, where he established mills, tenneries 
end other industries, and acquired several thousend ecres of land. His 
son Deniel inherited much of his father's property at Stroudsburg, and 
like the Colonel was prominent in public affairs there. He married in 
1792 Elizabeth Shoemaker, of Queker ancestry, and in 1805 sought and 
obtained membershin in Richland Monthly Meeting, with his wife and six 
‘children, Charles, George MacDowell, William, Jacob, Jemes Hollings- 
head, and Susan; three other children, Simpson, Elizabeth, end Eliza, 
were born to them later. Deniel Stroud became en earnest and consist- 
ent Friend and gathered together a dozen or more families who had set- 
tled in and near Stroudsburg, and orgenized the first meeting there in 
1809. It became a seperste monthly meeting in 1815 after an interval of 
one yeer in which Richland Monthly 'feeting met a few times et Strouds- 
burg. Daniel Stroud donated the land for a school-house and meeting- 
house end contributed largely to the erection of both buildings. He 
served successively as trustee, overseer, and elder, end was active in 
ell that pertained to the best interests of the meeting and school.... 
Most of the other Friends composing the Stroudsburg Meeting ceme from 
Ulster County, New York, and included the Palmer, Sleeper, Bell, Flag- 
ler and other families. Only a few were former members of Richland 
Meeting." 

Supplementary to the foregoing items of interest, the following ex- 
tracts are epropos from an address made by A. Mitchell Palmer, attorney- 
generel for President Woodrow Wilson, to the Monroe County Historical 
Society, at a meeting held in the Stroudsburg Friends' Meeting House, 
Seventh and Sereh Streets, July 31, 1929. Im detailing the history of 
the Quekers in Stroudsburg, A. Mitchell Palmer stated:- 

"Deniel Stroud's neme was the first to appear on the records of the 
Friends Meeting as representative of the Friends then located in this 
community end in all the subsequent activities of the Society during his 
life’ his. mame,like thet of Abou Ben Adhem, led all the rest. Thus it ap- 

pears in the old time stained minutes of the Abington Quarterly Meeting, 
held llth month 8th, 1810, 'The following nemed Friends were appointed 

by the Several Monthly Meetings as their representatives to attend this 
meeting, to wit, Richlend: Daniel Stroud'.....Deniel Stroud had for some 
time before thet been a member of the Society of Friends. He was designe- 
ted by the Meeting to be the officiel reader of marriage certificates— 
which probebly meent thet he wrote them also, and was the most importent 
character at all Quaker marrieges...... 

"There had evidently been a Meeting of the Friends in this community 
before 1808 for it appeers in the records of the Richlend Monthly Meeting 
thet in 1809 the meeting et Stroudsburg was ‘'indulged' by Richland Month- 
ly Meeting and two years later a Preparative Meeting wes established there 

‘end is so continued......There eppears also on the minutes of the Abington 
Querterly Meeting of....8th Month 8th, 1811, showing ® report of the Rich- 
land Monthly Meeting to the effect that 'Deniel Stroud has executed a4 
deed of conveyance to the Friends appointed to receive the same in the 
vicinity of Stroudsburg for the accommodation of Friends for burial grounds, 
feeting House, etc., and that the Preparative Meeting at Stroudsburg has 


catbnt baw tomer? oct ai robbion eae gilvxes rollA <o-ae0 yeh see 
vetronat ,oflim bedelfiates st epetw sgwudsbuowwe Is belétes ol Ta 
ett .bual to gerne hneawods isveves beatupos bas -eoirtesbnt teito Dag 
ba ,~ietiaiverte ds yrresorg a! reeset ebd Yo dom petirvednt Letned nog 
at boetrisa sh .eidnt etieita sifduq nt teenie naw Lenolod ‘ont 6 3 
tdisuvoe G08f nt bas .yareeone “ota? ‘Lo ,sedameote AsedestlZ pe 
‘tim ,gniveem yidenel? SaatdotA ui aideredmem bertke 


by en 
a! Ss tbe 


kin bee oliw etn br 
~gyit itor aomal ,dasal rs? riiY": , i iewegoeM sRroed eels? t 
acti? bate cidedasif® .noeqmke asthe “edo setit inseve bee -Be : 
-*ninaoo baa Sesanac oe angoed Soeste Leiesd +secet wed? of nied ere] 


her! ow veitiwat exon 1 Neeob 6 vetdeged bored fey She, bootyt Sep) 


va 


ni evedts yortoemetegkt ett bestrwasiro bed -ydiebwewte i680 bra ok helt 
 owoetht tie aetie Cateye aeckteem _hdenop Se iatsqee 2 ommoed IT 008k # 
ssuorte 44. remit? wet e fom eettect! vit tmem Bbaaldoth sotdw ak 8ey ONO 4] 
—wlliest bas ééuon-ioodor 3 t62 buet att bedanob peroxse Letesd .gitwd x 
t Janstbitud- died Jo W@ttoese eff 08 Yferet Hediieinoo baa _ 
tiog saw bee eiehie. ase .isea evo eoteuat ea ylevisesosue heres «- 
fcoloe pne gaktoser ers to eteetetal owed atv of bentsireq tedt fie Gay 
sort amas aaitesl pavdabwogtt els uitgoqmos ebtieiviuredto edt to seo 
~ae ft tied. »seqes tle etenia? edt bebulonk has giteyY cot evdtauoD testa 
onaDioiA to. etedmen reso: “ew wed @ ylgd .eobfimat tedto bow 1 Ly 

* eet ; Th ae 

“go upkwolldt ofd- «Seotetak to ene tt aniogetot ett of ys treme Lqque a) 3 
-Yenrotde: ysemlat Utetishit £ x oiamr geetbhba me mow] eoqotgs e138 @conte = x 
ipoltode i! vino, eo4a00M orto? nea lit wothool! triehinetd rot by 
eave art tee 'eotekit Rivdatiuette ond nt dled uciiess a ta ¢ydedges © 

to wrodeid- oh? "snkbieted nt. .0SeL _ ft viuWyetees lt arse bre Wineve? _. 

.  wchadade “enged (fetodin «A wydebworte of sredanQu 

si+ 16 whapser cath wo wweqie od dealt eft aay eon a! huerte. Lele 
itt gt bedeeel Aett ebueivt oft Yo evide tree get #9 naktes't ebn 
Sit waitab vteboeeemdtite peidivivge atevpendye edt [fe mi bas y? zen 
ad ti eudt sorb? ah Fis het Rerbh noe uedA to doll ext f.eome sles 
patteel) yitedaeug nodgrcd& ‘edd lo aetuntm bentsts emit bio ent nk oq 
 betoiogns otee ebaolit beamed snbwolfot ed" -, Of8E iB dno deLl Siedae 
eid) biette eo} sept intapeeages tiodt ee, egnkstepit yidtnott fxseve® etigees 
omca tot Bad buorte Lotond..« i S00ade faine® rhesinpliy tw od ,antiesm’ 
-argina €ay eH ~ebeisict 2o ytetood oft Tocredmem 8 nesd tadt otoiedeaea 
~cesesitiiues exeirism to wakes, ferottto edt ed of gattectt ort yt Bee 
taadiegul teom ets saw bag ~oeia meds storw ond ses seed: videdorq tokipe 


vitnommes chif at stilt enh to 
yuitsel yiatnott. hiteddeds off Ie @by0067 
-ftnoll bnattiain yw ' bes iubal’ Baw pitudaie sell 
s1et3 Leteticatas saw patios’ evifersger tes 
norgaidh 019 to wetuiia edd ap orks. 
“tobi alt Io diadet' ss tworte 4 £282 t EE Mi 
s hotusexs ead panes Inéaed’ ‘men fa edt 6& gabteck yistteoltt 

eit a0c emeag. ett sv ieses oF bed : ae edd of eonAyovnos hal 
Abeer ry Lat to? shkedth to no btabeniae: 102 sriudehuowse 


ae givdasivorse ta patios!) evitexaq ett ‘fat ree yao « 


f a | 7 


a 
| 


KO 


a Ps oe 
ai ne a 
oi ai eee Sl 
% i A 
Ay at mae ae © 


e 
a 


agreed to the following plen: For a Meeting House, estimate of the ex- 
pense, they apprehend that a house 35 by 26 feet will be sufficient for 
their accommodation and that $1,000 may be sufficient for the building 
end furnishing the necessary conveniences.’ Upon the coming in of this 
report a committee of ten men Friends, one of whom was Deniel Stroud, 

was appointed 'to take the subject into consideration and report to the 
Meeting in wheat way it will bd most proper for this Meeting to contrib- 
ute to the expense.' This report referred to the deed of 7th Month 25th, 
1811......from Daniel Stroud and Maray, his wife, to ‘James Bell of Low- 
er Smithfield Township, Semuel Sleeper of said village of Stroudsburg in 
the County of Northampton and Devid Roberts and Celeb Foulke of Richland 
Towmshin, Bucks County,' wherein Stroud conveyed for the nominal consid- 
eretion of $1 ‘for the use and benefit of the people called Quekers in 
end adjacent to said village of Stroudsburg, and their heirs and success- 
ors, for the erection of suitable buildings for worship, school house and 
for the decent burial of -their dead,‘ e piece of land containing one acre 
end one hundred thirty-three perches on the South side ‘of Elizabeth Street. 
The lot seems to have been one hundred feet front on Elizabeth Street and | 
six hundred feet in depth of that width, and being of irregulsr shape in 
the South part. The Querterly Meeting contributed One-Thousand Dollars 
end ebout helf way between Elizabeth end Ann Streets on the lot described, ; 
and on the West side of what is now South 8th street, then or leter called | 
Green, wes built the old Meeting House with its adjacent sheds for the ec- 
commocation of the Friends who drove to Meeting, while the Southerly corn-. 
er of the tract was devoted to the'use of a burial ground, which. on the 
South side of Ann street still remeins the beautiful resting place of the 
"rude forefathers of the hemlet,’ still cered for by their descendants 
end the Meetings of the Religious Society of which they were en important 
part. In 1626 the property was conveyed to new Trustees, men then promi- 
nent in the work of the Society, Charles Stroud, Moses Phillips, Williem 

_ Pickering and Jemes Linton, end in 1836 Charles Stroud who was then the 
last surviving Trustee conveyed to the new Trustees, a body of men equal- 
ly prominent in the Society and quite important in the community, James ~ 
Bell, Jasper Cotent, Wdwerd Burson, Stogdell Stokes, John-Jordan, Jdr., 

and James H. Stroud. In 1870 the survivors of these conveyed the seme to 
James Bell, Jr., Samuel Alsop, John M. Stokes, John B. Garret, Eliston P. 
Morris and Yilliem Thorp end these or the survivors of them continued to 
be the Trustees holding the title to this old Meeting House property un- 
til on the 8th day of llth Month 1883 the Abington Quarterly Meeting of 
Friends unon the reauest of Frenkford Monthly Meeting of Friends direct- 
ed the 'disolution of said congregation or meeting.‘ Carrying out this 
direction the Trustees in 1887 presented a petition to’ the court for 

leave to sell the property, which was grented. The old Meeting House was 
subsequently teken down,-> the sheds had long since diseppeared,— the 
beautiful old trees under which the Friends had gethered before end af- 
ter their religious worship on First Day Mornings to exchange the news 

of the week, were felled to the ground, the lend divided into city lots 
and to-day all of it is occupied by residences, except the sacred God's 
acre at the south.....It would seem thet Stroud.....became the chief of- 
ficer of the Quarterly Meeting heving to do with the Strouds Meeting and 
he ceme back ‘home clothed.in the robes of regularity and treated with 
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little patience those who disegreed with him when théy walked out of 

his meeting end formed what is known in honor of their leader, as the 
"Hicksite' Branch.....The Hicksites in securing a property on which to 
build their Meeting House also dealt with the Strouds, for in 1831] they 
purchased from ‘Yilliam Colbert end Elizabeth Stroud, his wife, a tract 
of lend on North side of Iain Street. This property belonged to Elize- 
beth Stroud Colbert, who was.a sister of Deniel Stroud and the deed is 
witnessed by Daniel Stroud's son Jemes H. Stroud, but the consideration 
was one hundred times as much as that for which Deniel had sold the or- 
iginal lot farther west on Mein Street......At the time of the separe- 
tion and purchase of this the Friends who thus became Hicksites as list- 
ed in the old minutes were as follows: William Pickering, Charles and 
Lavinieé Foulke, George Linton's wife, Aaron Croasdale, Moses Phillips, 
“illiem D. Walton, John Flegler, Zacherieh Flagler, Abrehem Flegler, 
Silas Flagler's wife, William Fowler, Deniel and William Fowler, Mary 
Ann and Blizeabeth Fowler, Obadiah Pelmer, James Palmer, Frencis Edkin, 
Jene Bush, Devid Michener, James Michener, Semuel Row..... ~The committee 
of the Richlend Monthly Meeting sppointed in 1868 to have ‘consideration 
end care' of the building of the new Meeting House, consisted of Syden- 
hem Welton, John A. Flagler and John ade who were directed to give 
‘further attention thereto as way may open.'....-All three of the Meet- 
ing Houses to which I havo referred have been the scenes of many large 
gathering s of great religious fervor, power end influence. As a rule 
they were quiet meetings of the local friends when the members sat, the 
men on one side and the women on the other, in silent communion end in- 
werd thought." 

Stroudsburg Monthly Meeting wes established in 1815. The Minute Books 
of this discontinued Meeting are preserved in the fireproof at No. 302 © 
Arch Street, Philadelphia. The first entry in the Book reeds thus:- 

"At the conclusion of a Meeting for worship on the fifth dey of the 
week and twenty first of the ninth month 1815 at the Friends Meeting house 
in Stroudsburg, Members of Friends Society being Select, the following Ex- 
tracts from the records of Abington Quarterly Meeting were to wit 

"Abington Querterly meeting 2nd Month 4th 1815. Richland Stated in 
'fheir report thet the Committee appointed on the proposel from Stroucs- 

‘burg Prepsrative for Friends of that Meeting to hold a monthly Meeting, 
‘reported that they in compeny with Women Friends hed a solid conference, 
"end united in Judgment that the Subject be carried forward to the Querter- 
oly meeting for the Consideration and concurrence of thet meeting- after 

‘solid deliberation and women. Friends having informed of their unity there- 
‘with this meeting unites with the said proposal’ 

"hich claiming ettention, Nathan Harper, Yilliem Bailey, Charles 
Shoemeker, Abraham Keyser, Jdéhn Comly, @zre Townsend, Ase Welmesley, James 
Walton, Benjamin Lloyd, Isaac Parry, George Shoemeker, Samuel Lukens, Jo- 
seph Shoemaker, Jemes Coburn John Jacobs and Ezra Comfort Junr. were ap- 

pointed to visit the msetings of Richland end Stroudsburg in company of 
Yomen Friends &s yoort their sense of the propriety of establishing 
seid Monthly meeting " 

This introductory note reveals the dete of application to the Quar- 
terly Meeting, and the first clause gives the date of the first holding 
of the Monthly Meeting, Ninth Month 21, 1815, at Stroudsburg. 
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The compiler of these notes of history concerning Friends' Meetings, | 
was in the city of Stroudsburg on April 23rd and 24th, 1930, with pur- 
pose in view of seeing end photographing the Quaker Meeting localities. 
He owed the pleasure of the visit to J. Wilmer Lundy of Newtown, Bucks 
County, Pea., who took him there in his cer. 

Although Stroudsburg Friends' Meeting in 1930 is in process of be- 
ing discontinued, and arrengements made for the sale of the Meeting 
House eat Seventh end Sarah Streets, it is hoped thet that building will 
remain as en historicel landmark of the community. In fact the purchas- 
ers of the property are requested to make no marked alterations in the 
outward aspect of the Meeting House. 

The Meeting House now standing at the corner of Seventh end Sersh 
Streets, is a slate-roofed brick building bearing no dete-stone on its 
wells, but was erected in 1868 and is two stories high. Formerly it ac- 
commodated &@ Friends' School, and in later times has served for use in i. 
the public schools, besides being at different times occupied by the 
Red Cross Society. It hes been the property of Hicksite Friends, who, 
previous to its erection, had their older House, which was esteblished 
by their graveyard, at the time of the Separation. The old location 
was a few squares distent from the prosent building, at the head of 
Quaker Alley on Main Street. The Buriel Ground is in neat order but 

has larger memorial stones than is customary with the regulations of 
the Society of Friends. A stone wall with an iron entrance gate, sep- 
erates the cemetery from the city street in front of it. The stones 
record the family names of Adams, Bowes, Dill, Dusenberry, Flagler, 
Force, Foulke, Fowler, Kressler, Melick, Miller, McGarrah, Phillips, 
Palmer, Posten,Laing, Rafferty, Smiley, elton and Wintermute. 

The original Meeting House owned by Orthodox Friends, they being 
in the majority at the period of the Separation, stood between Hlize- 
beth and Ann Streets on the west side of 8th Street. The nearby Grave- 
yard et the corner of Wighth end Ann Streets, is partly inclosed by a 
substential wall of stone, and is kept in good order. On the entrance 
gate is a tablet with the following information:- "This Burial Ground 
is the Property of the Religious Society of Friends and is under the 
sole cere of trustees residing in Philadelphia. Benjemin S. Thorp, 
Frenkford, Philadelphia." 

In the cemet sry are buried members of the families of Bell, Brown, 
Coutant, Croasdale, Gordon, Hallock, Jansen, Hinds, Postens, Smilsy, 
Steward, Stokes, Turner and Wolfe. There are several old stones to be 
seen, and the names of Bell, Coutent and Stokes are many times repeated. 
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UPPER DUBLIN. 


Meeting established.....s.eeeeeeel Bld. 
Meeting House built....s.e.eeee- L614. 
Preparative Meeting established..1814. 
Location néar ........eJerrettown, Pa. 
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Upper Dublin is a Preparative Meeting under the jurisdiction of 
Horsham Monthly Meeting in the Abington Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly 
Neeting of Hicksite Friends. A brief outline of the Meeting's history 
is told by Theodore VW. Bean in his "History of Montgomery County, Pa.," 
_ 1884. From that interesting account this which follows has been extract- 
ed:- . 
"The Friends' Meeting House is situated sbout half a mile northwest 
of Jarrettown, and was built in 1814 on a lot of ground presented for 
the purpose by Phebe Shoemeker. It is a one-story stone building thirty- 
six by forty feet in dimensions. From its slevated position a fine pro- 
spect is. afforded, towards the south of Bdge Hill, for some distance, 
and the intervening country. The ground attached covers about two acres, 
on which are also erected several sheds for the accommodation of horses. 
About twenty yards from the front door is a horse-block, of stone, con- . 
sisting of five steps to the top, four and « half feet from the ground 
and three and a half feet wide, now so rare &s to become an object of in- 
terest to the antiquary. 

"The graveyard covers nearly. an acre, and seldom emong Friends is 
one seen having so many white marble tombstones, though rarely over «8 
foot high and with brief inscriptions. The surnames found are Lukens, 
Teas, Rutter, Beans, Shoemeker, Lightfoot, Hughes, Rich, Denenhower, 
Thomas, Garrigues, Cedwelleder, Spencer, Fitzweter, Shew, Wilson, Reiff, 
Willarec, Conard, Robinson, Kenderdine; Matlack, Dunnet,. Sill, Tyson, At- 
kinson, and Potts. The fsemilies originally composing the meeting were 
those of David Lukens, George Shoemeker, Neylor: Webster, Joseph Kender- 
dine, Semuel Conard, Thomas Hallowell, Jacob Kirk, Levi Jarrett, Cherles. 
Thomas, Jesse Lukens, Phebe Shoemaker, Daniel Shoemaker, Thomes Shoemek- 
er, Blizabeth Potts, George Dunnet, Jacob Reiff, Isasc Thomes, Atkinson 
Hughs, Michael Trump, end Jonah Potts, now ell deceased. A First-day 
school wes started here in 1875, and has been the means of increasing 
the general attendence of the meetings." 

Some additional information is contained in the following sketch 
of Upper Dublin by Thaddeus S. Kenderdine, who was a grendson of Joseph 
Kenderdine, one of the founders of the Meeting. 

"In 1813 a traveling Friend from New Jersey, while visiting fami- 
lies in Upper Dublin, Pa., belonging to Horsham Meeting suggested their 
establishing a congregation in their neighborhood. Acting upon this, 
George Shoemaker, the head of one of these families, brought the matter 
up before the next business meeting at Horsham. The proposition was 
acted upon, a committee appointed, and on their favorable report an In- 
dulged Meeting wes granted, ‘within our limits on the western side.' 
Benjamin Lloyd was the head of this committee, whose report concluded 
with, 'Phebe Shoemaker heving offered a piece of ground for the purpose 
of building on, the Meeting concurs with accepting of it and indulging 
said meeting as soon as a houses is prepered.' Thereupon a stone build- 
ing forty feet square wes erected, 'to be distinguished and called by 
the nane of 'Upper Dublin,' the members to have the privilege of a Pre- 
parative Meeting for Discipline. The lot was off the land now belonging 
to Albert Atkinson. and on the road leading from Jarrettown to Gwynedd. 
The money for the building wes promptly reised, the Meeting House built 
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in 1814, and the first meeting held in the First month, 1815. Amos Hill- 
born, of Byberry, was among the ministers on this occasion." 

This sketch appeared in the Friends' Intelligencer on Tenth Month 
9, 1909. In the same weekly periodical, nearly twenty years later, on 
Second Month 9, 1929, another little sketch concerning Upper Dublin Meet- 
ing was published; it reed as follows:- 

"The sites of our country meeting-houses were usually selected with | 
care and en eye to convenience and beauty. Old Upper Dublin Meeting has | 
such @ location stending on ® knoll, with a broad view over the surround- 
ing country. It sdjoins the grounds of the School of Horticulture for Wo- | 
men and is about two miles northeast of Fort Washington station on the | 
North Pennsylvania R.R. Friends have moved awsy or disappeared from the © 
neighborhood, but recently a renewed interest has been taken in the por- 
perty by the descendants of those buried in the well-kept burying ground 
edjoining. The meeting-house has been repaired and put in good order, the 
jawn hss been graded snd mowed regularly during the season, a hard sur- 
face driveway end turn around wes built by one interested friend, and a 
selection of trees and shrubs has been planted in the past two yeers. 
fn interesting possession is one of the old horse blocks, still in the 
best of order. 

"The graveyard itself has been put in order, poison ivy removed, 
deed trees teken dow, the stones straightened and the paths edged. Al- 
together en air of good order prevails throughout the property. Some of 
these interested Friends who are planning to be buried here have reised 
en endowment fund which already amounts to $13,000.00 and which they 
hope to considerebly increase so that the income may be sufficient to 
keep the graveyard in good order in perpetuity. This fund hag been 
placed with a Trust Company at Norristown 9s Trustees. This Committee 
is acting in co-operation with the Preparative Meeting. 

"The Meeting and Committee would welcome the cooperation of those 
interested. in the preservetion and beautifying of the grounds and 
greveyard. The rows in the graveyard are those of Shoemaker, Thomes, At- 
kinson, Conerd, Lukens, Jenkins, Welton, Lightfoot and many others." 

The compiler of these Friends' Meetings notes visited the Upper 
Dublin Meeting locality on June 19, 1929, and again a month later on 
July 19th. The graveyard there is en irreguler oblong in shape, sur- 
rounded partly by a substantiel stone wall furnished in part with a bev- 
eled and in part with a ragged capping of stone. On one side the row 
of wegon-sheds and a line of iron fencing seperate the Burial Ground 
from the Meeting House Yard. The grave of Phebe Shoemeker, who donated 
the grounds to the Meeting, is a short space within and to the left of 
the entrance geteway. It bears the inscription on the headstone, "Phebe 
Shoemaker Born 3mo. 24, 1763 Died Imo. 3, 1838." 

Howard M. Jenkins, born 3 Month 30, 1842, drovmed at Buck Hill 
Fells, 10 Month 11, 1904, for e long while associtted as editor of the 
Friends' Intelligencer, is buried in the Upper Dublin Greéveyard. He was 
‘a brother-in-law to Wilmer Atkinson, founder of the "farm Journal". Al- 
bert end Jemes Q. Atkinson, brothers of Wilmer, ere also interred in 
this cometery. 
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WARMINSTER. 


Meeting esteblished.....++++.++s1840. 
Méeling House bubit:: seve sis + L840, 
Preperetive Meeting established.1841. 
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Varminster is @ Preparative Meeting belonging to Horshem Month- 
ly Meeting in Abington Querter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Hicks- 
| ite Friends. Its place of worship is a cheerful looking little Meeting 
House by the side of Street Road, a short distance from the village of 
Johnsville in Bucks County, Pa. The following minute from Horsham Month- 
ly Meeting, gives the story of the origin of YYarminster Meeting which . 
derived its neme from the township wherein it is located. 

"1640.- “le, the undersigned, members of Horshem Perticuler Meet- 
ing, taking into consideration the distance which meny of us reside from 
said meeting, have believed thet s benefit would arise to Society if a 
meeting of worship could be established emong us. Therefore we request 
the privilege of holding en indulged meeting, for public worship, in 
Warminster township, in the county of Bucks, and wish the meeting to 
take the subject under deliberete consideration. 

Signed by 
; ‘ Deniel Longstreth, 
(And nine others.) ' 

Ezra Michener, in one "Retrospect of Werly Quakerism", from 
which the foregoing has been extracted, further adds,- "The request 
wes granted, ground purchased, and a meeting-house erected. In 1841, 
the meeting wes established, and a Preparative Meeting allowed." 

It was during the morning of Jenuary 30, 1929, thet Mr. Frenk FE. 
Morgan Sr., druggist of 1629 Welnut Street, Philadelphia, took the compil- 
er of these historical notes concerning Friends' Meeting Houses end the 
locelities in which they ere situated, to Yerminster Meeting House near 
Johnsville, Pa. 

The Meeting House has the dete, 1840, in the western gable. At the 
rear of the House is the neat little Burial Ground, quite small, enclos- 
ed on thrée sides by a well and entered by a gateway near the eastern 
end of the Meeting House. In it have been buried several members of the 
Welker, Bond, Kirk, Sprogell and other Friends' families who had lived 
in the vicinity. 

Cherles Bond; born 7th Mo. Tth, 1819, died 5th Mo. 1, 1905, was a 
minister of the Society of Friends and a member of Warminster Meeting. 

He is interred in the eastern part of the Burial Ground. Herriet Kirk, 
another minister, rests in the western portion of the yard. 
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WHIT@MARSH. 


Property deeded to. Friends....-...1791. 
Meeting House built.......1852 — 1854. 
NO Meeting . 6 cccs. 2 0% o.5 6 eeeetbablished. 
Meeting) House GOLd oc ciss oc s'etecedieivie sg LORO. 
Location..........-sort Washington, Pa. 
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Whitemarsh, which gave its name to the little Friends' Meeting that 
once rather vaguely existed near Fort “Washington, Pa., is a township of 
Montgomery County. The origin of the name is thus accounted for in Theo- 
dore “!. Been's "History of Montgomery County," 1884:- 

"In a petition of the inhabitants of Skippack and vicinity to the 
Court of Quarter Sessions, dated June 2, 1713, for a road, they state 
that it may be laid out 'from the upper end of the said towmship dow to 
the wide marsh or Farmar's Mill.' At the latter place, by the Jissahick- 
em, &S is well known, there is an extremely broad, level expanse of meed- 
ow greatly subject to overflows, and we do not doubt, from its miry, wet 
nature at that early day, that it wes known as the ‘wide marsh,' which 
hes needed but a slight change to convert it as now called. The settle- 
ment et this mill, too, has borne the name of Whitemarsh from the earli- 
est period, Lewis mvans having thus denotsd it on his map of the province 
published in 1749." ; 

The seme euthority states that Semuel Morris, e justice of peace for 
“hitemarsh from 1745 to 1753 and an overseer in the Plymouth Friends' 
Meeting, ovmed considerable estate in the township and donated a lot of 
ground for a school house and gave £530 to be put in trust and used in 

uilding end keeping in repairs of the seme. But he died in 1772 and his 
estate estate descended to his brother Joshue Morris. The schoolhouss wés 
built and went into operation before 1790. "A lot of ground," continues 
‘the history, "conteining two acres and eighty perches, adjoining the a- 
foresaid school-ground was conveyed, 23rd of Sixth Month, 1791, by Joshua 
Morris to Joseph Lukens, Isaec Mather, John Wilson, Yhomas W. Pryor, Jo- 
seph Jeanes, Thomas Lencaster, Jr., and Jesse Trump, of ‘yhitemersh, and 
Jesse Cleaver, of Upper Dublin, in trust to Gwynedd Monthly Meeting, for 

ea meeting-house and burial-ground forever. Four of the surviving trustees, 
the 25th of Second Month, 1815, continued the trust, which, in 1847, wes 
again trensferred, to ‘Yilliem Longstreth, Charles ‘Williams, Joseph Jeanes, 
Wllis Cleaver, Thomas Liveze:', Daniel Foulke, John L. Jones and Henry 
Jones. The present meeting-house and dwelling on said lot was erected about 
1860. Friends held occasional meetings here, the dwelling part being oc- 
cupied." 

An inability to exemine thoroughly the Meeting records, leaves much 

of the history of "hitemarsh Meeting House to be conjectured. In the fore- 
going extract from Bean's county history, it is stated that the Meeting 
House was built about 1860, but that it, or else a previous one, was erect- 
ed before thet yeer is certain, for Zzra Michener, in his ‘Retrospect of 
Tarly Quakerism", written previous to thet time, and published in 1860, 
distinctly asserts:- 
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"A smell meeting-house has existed at this place for e number of 
years, the property of Friends, but it is not used, except for meetings 
specially evpointed to be held there." 

As the land on which to build it was conveyed in 1791 for the ex- 
press purpose of being used for © graveyard end for a meeting house, it 
seems pleusible thet the building wes erected near thet time. However, 
no mention is made of “Thitemersh Meeting in the Yearly Mesting's Year 
Book of 1812, so it is reasoneble to think it may have origineted near 
the time of the continuance of the trust in 1815, or even at the third 
trensfer of trustees in 1647. Since the Meeting was practically closed 
before 1860, ss Wzre Michener asserted, and ss an eddition was built to 
it for the residence of a ceretaker, it is also probable thet it is to | 
thet especial trenssction the essertion made in the "History of Montgom- 
ery County" that the building wes "erected about 1860" may refer. These 
are the "probabilities" ebout the “hitemarsh Mesting House, only conjec- 
tures, nothing certain. 

A visit wes made to the Whitemarsh locality by the compiler of these 
notes on Juns 19, 1929, and some information about the later history of 
the place wes then obtained. “hitemarsh Meeting House and grounds have 
bsen sold, and in 1929 appear as a@ private residence. The visit shows 
the chénges that heve naturelly taken place. In reality the Burial Ground 
at the back of the house was never used by Friends for interment to any 
extent, for only e few bodies were ever buried there. hen, in 1920, the 
Meeting House wes sold to Mr. Elmer @. Wekins, he could not ohtein a 
deed for the property until the bodies buried there hac been removed and 
re-interred elsewhere. He obtained possassion April 23, 1920. In preparing 
e home residence from the building, Mr. Hakins asserted he made but lit- 
tle alterations outwardly, but kept the House very much in appearence &s 
he found it. He removed the "shutters" that divided the assembly-room, 
meesuring thirty-seven by eighteen feet, and converted the seme into a liv- 
ing-room, and opened a steirway et one corner of the room to the upper a- 
partments. There were two doors, one at the front, the other et the end of 
the Meeting House, but the one at the end has been replaced by a window. 
Over the front door was originally « pent-roof porch, marks of which ere 
discernable beneath the present ample porch that surrounds-the dwelling. 
At the back, on the northeast angle, was a kitchen or living-room used by 
the careteker of the property. This still remains unchanged, but another 
kitchen with a second-story room was built beside it at the southeast en- 
gle of the house. 

The little bern containing the stables, only a short distence back 
of the house, still retains its former appearance, excepting that the ex- 
cellent care bestowed upon it, and upon the entire property, by the pres- 
ent owner, makes all seem trim and up-to-date. In fact the “hitemarsh 
Friends' Mesting House has been trensformed into a handsome residence. 

On the side porch is one of the benches which formerly was a part of the 
furniture of the Meeting House, kept as a relic. 
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On November 18, 1937, the compiler of these notes examined the re- 
cords of Gwynedd Monthly Meeting now deposited in the Friends' Historic- 
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el Library et Swerthmore, Delaware County, Pa., and extrected the fol- 

_ lowing copies of minutes therein written, referring to the Whitemarsh 

- trect of lend donated by Joshue Morris to the Meeting in 1791. By these 
minutes it is strongly evident there never was any lieeting regulerly es- 
tablished at- Whitemarsh, and that the Meeting House served only for «4 
careteker's dwelling, and for occasional eppointed religious gatherings 
held there. 

"Gwynedd Monthly Meeting held at Plymouth the 29th of 9th Month 
1€31. The following Report being read wes directed to be pleced on the 
Minutes of this meeting — 'The Subscribers Trustees of the Meeting's 
Lot of Lend in Whitemarsh, Report to Gwynedd Monthly Meeting That the 
nett proceeds of said Lot, after paying the incidental expenses emount- | | 
ed to eleven hundred sixty four dollars fifty nine cents on the first 
day of the fourth Month last; which sum is pleced aut at Interest and 
the Lot rented to Joseph Mather; 9th Mo. 29th 1831 ' 

Signed Joseph Mether 
David Wilson. " 

The Committee egain reported on 2nd Mo. 2, 1832; end on &th Mo. 
28, 1634, e similar minute to the above was made for the "Lot of Lend 
in Whitemarsh Towmship," recording the net proceeds as $1313.31 put «st 
interest end the lot rented to Joseph Mather. 

The next minute concerning the Lot was recorded at Gwynedd Month- 
ly Meeting held at Plymouth, 5th Mo. 29, 1845;- 

"The Committee appointed to examine into the circumstances connect- 
ed with the Lot of land in Whitemarsh held in Trust as conveyed by Josh- 
ua Worris report, Thet they have ascerteined thet of the surviving Trus- 
tees in the conveyance nemed Knowles Lancaster is the only one remain- 
ing in Unity and religious fellowship with us, and the Committees were 
united in provosing, that the following named Friends be eppointed trus- 
tees to holc the same in Trust for the uses snd purposes mentioned in 

- the former deed— Thomas Livezey "llis Cleaver Charles Williems John 
L Jones Déniel Foulke Joseph M Mether. Henry Jones end Joseph Jeanes 
Signed by direction and on behalf of said Committee by 
John Wilson 
5 Mo. 29 1645. Even Jones 

“hich is united with by the MeeSing and all the friends named be- 

ing present but two— all sre appointed to the trust if those absent do 
- mot decline upon being informed." 

At the next meeting Joseph M. Mather declined and William . Long- 
streth was put in his place and "Knowles Lencaster the survivor of the 
former trustees in unity with us, is directed to convey the real estate 
in conformity with the original grant to said trustees end to collect any 
monies.that may eppertain to said trust and pay it over to the trustees 
now appointed." 

At Gwynedd Monthly Meeting held 2nd of 9th Mo. 1€52 "The Trustees 

‘ eppointed to have charge of a Lot of Lend in White-marsh belonging to 
Friends,— made the following Report in writing, which wes adopted and 
the Trustees diracted to adopt meesures to carry into effect the objects 
designated in the Report-— 
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"To Gwynedd Monthly Meeting of Friends— 
i "The Trustees eppointed by this meeting to have cherge of a certain 
| .Lot of Land in Yhitemersh conveyed to Friends by Joshua Morris— Report 
that in attending to the duties of their appointment, they have met at 
different times end kept regular minutes of their proceedings from which 
it eppeers, there is en unexpended balence of about $2600. in the hands 
F of their Treasurer, consisting of a Mortgece on real estate of $2000 and 
the balance in promissary notes. The Trustees further report that in 
their judgment the time hes arrived when it would be right to enclose e 
) portion of the Lot for a Burial place to be under the care of the Trus- 
|. tees or such other persens Friends, as the meeting may appoint for thet 
purpose— and thet a stone wail be erected along the front of the Lot if 
» found precticable— And also that a suitable dwelling house be erected 
thereon for the residence of a person to have the care of the Lot and dig- 
ing graves, and that part of the House be reserved for the accommodation 
of those, ettendinsg funerals, end for a plece to hold meetings of worship 
for Fricnds, when it may be needed for thet purpose—— 
W1llis Cleaver 
Thomas Livezey 
Charles Williems 
8th Mo. 21st 1852 Déniel Foulkes " 
At the Monthly Meeting of Gwynedd held at Flymouth, llm. 30, 1854. 
s "The following report from the Trustees having charge of a Lot of 
_ Lend in White Mersh conveyed ++ deskhue to Friends by Joshueé Morris, was 
» reed end Spproved end directed to entered: upon the minutes of the meeting 
(viz). 'To Gwynedd Monthly Meeting of Friends. The Trustees of the White 
~ marsh Lot of Land belonging Friends Report, thet in pursuance of the 
‘direction of the Monthly Meeting they contracted with Jom Gemble to e- 
rect the House, Steble, Vall in front of the Lot &6 as proposed in their 
report of 8th month 1852— which improvements have since ell been com- 
pleted, and elso a& suitable Lot enclosed with with a pail fence, for a bur- 
jel ground for ell who may apply, provided the interments ere in accord- 
ance with the rules of our discipline The ground is 1&id off in Lots of 
* Ten feet each for those having family's, one of larger size-is spproprtse- 
ted to Strangers or those having no families 
The House is thirty by Twenty Two feet, Two story high, the lower 
story is entirely appropriated for a Meeting room, furnished with benches 
stove &c end will accommodate about one hundred persons, attached thereto 
is a two story kitchen eighteen feet square, which together with the sec- 
ond story of the main building is furnished in ® convenient manner for 
the accommodation of a femily —- 
The Lot end dwelling part of the House is rented to Isaac Conrad for 
Sixty dollars per annum, he to take charge of the Meeting room, open and 
shut the same end make fires when requisite, and elso to have cherge of 
the grave yard and diging graves—— On examinetion -of+t+he and settlement 
of the Treeésurer's accounts we find an unexpended balance of $52.22 ' 
Ellis Cleaver 
fe, Signed on behalf the Trustees Charles Williams 
» limo. 25. 1854. Deniel Foulke " 
: (In the foregoing report, the punctuation, spelling, and occasionally 


On behalf of the Trustees 


a omitted words are just as they appear in the original minute.) 
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There is no record in the minutes of any meeting being established 
at Whitemarsh, at least as late as 1872. Each year, in answering the ist 
Annual Query referring to the establishment of new meetings, the answer, 
each time is distinctly "Not any", excepting only the years when Norris- 
town Particular and Norristown Preparative Mestings were settled. Howev- 
er, on 5 Mo. 2, 1872, the answer was slightly different, the statement 
being,- "None except the circulsr meetings that have been established 
within the last year"' This, of course, allowed a meeting to be held by 
appointment at Whitemarsh, though no place is definitely named in the 
‘answer. 

Whitenarsh Meeting House wes sold in 1920 and the following min- 
ute made at Gwynedd Monthly Meeting held at Norristown, 5 Mo. 1, 1920, 
details the trensaction:- 

"The committse appointed to co-operate with the Incorporated Trustees | 
in connection with the Sale of the ‘yhite Marsh Property meade the following | 
written report which was epproved by the meeting. 

"To Gwynedd Monthly Meeting of Friends:- The undersigned committee 
‘appointed at the last Monthly Meeting to cooperate with the Trustees of 
Gwynedd Monthly Meeting of Friends, in arranging for the transfer of the { 
White Mersh Meeting Property, report that they have attended to the du- 
ties of their appointment, that the final decree of the Court of Coron 
Pleas, entered April 12th, 1920, confirming the private sale of the prop- 
erty to Slmer %-Vekins, for the price, $5600—., provided that a bond in 
the sum of $11,200 - should be entered, conditioned for the faithful ap- 
plication of the net proceeds of said sale (after deducting the necessary 
cost of these proceedings and the expenses incident to ths removal and re- | 
interment of the bodies in said burial ground), under the direction of 
Gwynedd Monthly Meeting of Friends, in perpetuating the original purpose 
of the said trust, as nearly as may be precticeble and most beneficial 
in the judgment and discretion of said Gwynedd Monthly Mtg of Friends. 

"Seid bond executed by the Trustees of Gwynedd Monthly Meeting of 
Friends, as Principel; and by a member of each of the 3 Preperative 
Meetings, as Sureties, was executed and approved by the Court 
é "The transfer of the premises to the purchaser, Hlmer E Eakins, was 
completed on April 23rd 1920, end after deducting from the total purchase 
money, $5600., $288.58 | for legal service, Court costs, advertising, de- 
cress, affidavits; acknowledgemants and revenue stamps on deed, and the 
further sum of 450,08 for costs of removal of bodies the balence of 
$5260== has been paid to Walter H. Jenkins Treasurer of the Gwynedd 
Monthly Meeting of Friends. 


Alfred W. Wright 
Thomes A. Foulke 
Charles Y. Sheppard " 
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ADDENDA. 


—- 


Abington Quarter. 


FRIENDSVILL". ; 
Friendsville in 1938 is a small open village of loosely scattered 
~houses and one small church, representing the Roman Catholic faith, lo- 
cated high on the mountain summits of Susquehanna County, Pa., midway 
between the winding highways traversing the hills and valleys of the 
county, the one to the eastward leading northwerd to Endicott in New 
York State, the other to the westward, extending also northward to Owe- 
go in New York Stete. The villege is far remote from railroad communica- 
tion, the nesrest depot -baing upwards of a dozen or more miles away; 
end it appears to be equally isolated from any connection with modern 
public service travel by means of the well esteblished Bus System so u- 
niversal in 1938. Hence, when on Nov. 6, 1938, the compiler of these 
"Historical Sketches" relating to Friends' Meetings visited the locality 
-of the former Friendsville Friends’ Meeting of a century ago, he reached 
the place by automobile, in the private car of his cousin, Ralph W. Her- 
shey of Gep, Pa. 

The general wild nature of the country for miles around, as it now 
exists, so vastly improved from what it must have been more than a cen- 
tury ago when the pioneers ventured within those regions, aroused many 
mental queriss as to what could possibly have been the incentive that 
lured the early Quaker adventurers to settle there. The Queker element 
has long since passed sway, being diminished by death and removel, so 
thet in 1935 there is no representative left; however their memory ap-~ 
pears to be cherished, for the neme of the village keeps it yet in mind, 
while the villagers themselves, and the neighboring farm owners, chiefly 

Catholics and "piscopalians, yet point out the Friegnds' Burial Ground 
neerby ac one of their most prominent lendmerks, end even are prone to 
cell, et times, the little church in the graveyerd the Queker Meeting 
House although it wes never used by the Society of Friends. The little 
Church, erected about 1650, does not stand on the same spot where the 
Friends' Meeting House did, though both were within the large graveyard 
on the top of the hill about three-querters of a mile out of Friends- 
ville, quite neer the picturesque Chacomet Lake which locally is very 
frequently denominated Carmalt Lake. 

The graveyerd is entirely within a deep grove that admits few reys 
of sunlight. There are numerous tombstones in the yerd bearing the fami- 
ly names of Burrows, Carmelt, Glidden, Hastings, Hendrick, Keys, Leet, 
Morris, Mulford, Parker, Price, Stenley end others. One modest headstone 
is marked "James Carmelt Born lst Mo. let 1800 Died llmo. 29th 1620." 
_ The grave is greatly sunken. There are other low Queker memorial stones 
in the yard, meny nearly hidden by the luxurient growth of periwinkle, 
ground-pine, end verious verieties of mosses and pretty plents, but not 
of briars end noxious weeds. It is not a burial ground in which a lewn~ 
mower could be used to adventage, end, although a casual glance might 
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term it "neglected", it is in reality not so, excepting for the condi- 
tion of some of the memorial stones and the many sunken greves. Near 
the grave of James Carmalt is a large monumental headstone bearing the 
following:- "James E. Carmalt Born May 11, 1840 Died Feh. 23, 1925 ; 
His Wife Charlotte C Carmelt Born Jenuary 30; 1842 Died June 28, 1917." | 
On the top of the stone are the words "This do in remembrance of me," y 
end at the base of the stone: is "Moved to Utica, N. ¥." This lest refers 4 
to the fect thet the remains of Cherlotte C. Carmalt were taken from q 
this greveyard and rointerred at Utica, New York. Still another large q 
- marble headstone is inscribed "Sibylla T. Morris Died Sept. 1, 1908 aged } 
82 yr.'' One more tombstone is marked "Emily H wife of Davis D. Burrows 
Died July 12, 1877 Aged 37 yrs & 2 day " Neer her grave is that of "Cal-§ 
vin Leet M.D. Died Jan. 1, 1874 aged 81 years." q 

The Burial Ground is completely enclosed by ea fence formed of a series | 
of square stone posts, every one firm and good. as when first constructed} 
joined by ae single line of metel piping. In one corner of the yard is a q 
smell steep-roofed frame church which hes not been used for services for J 
meny years. The door is open end the circuler window of colored gless in 
the southeast end, for the building corners to the cardinal points, is 
broken end hes little of its pretty panes left. It was en Episcopal 
Church, which, like its predecessor, the Friends' Meeting House, has 
been abendoned end its congregation, if eny survive, hold worship fe 
where. 
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Bucks Quarter of Philadelphia Yeerly Meeting dates from 1684.- 
 'herees, heretofore, from the first settlement of this county, there was 
F only one Monthly Meeting within the said county. At the Yearly Meeting 
held at Philadelphia, in the seventh month, 1683, it wes then agreed, 
that the seid Monthly Meeting, for the ease end benefit of Friends, 
should be divided into two parts; the one to be held about Nesheminy, and 
the other near the river Delawere. And thet the said meetings shell meet 
together once every quarter; which wes accordingly observed." 

"At a Quarterly Meeting held st ‘Jillism Biles's house, the eeventh 

- of the third month, 1684; being the first Quarter Meeting held in the a- 
foresaid county, after the eforessid egreement was made." -(Bucks Quarter-. 
ly Meeting.) -From Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quakerism." 

"Although the meeting-houses at the Fells and at Neshaminy (Middle- 
town) had both heen built several years, yet the Quarterly Meeting con- 
tinued to be held et the houses of YWilliem Biles, Nicholas Yeln, Richard 
Hough, Joshue Hoopes, end others, up to the year 1696. From that time it 
alternatec between the two meeting-houses-till 1722, when it begen to 
circulates to Wrightstown; and in 1736 the circle was extended to Bucking- 
ham, as at present." -From Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quakerism." 

During the period of its existence there have been nine Monthly Meet- 

ings in Bucks Quarter, viz., 
1. Falls esteblished........1683. 6. Solebury established.......1811. 
2, Middletown esteblished...1683. 7. Mekefield established......1820. 
3. Buckingham established...1720. 8. Bristol established........1874. 
4. Wrightstown established..1734. 9. Newtown established........1926. 
5. Quakertown esteblished...1744. 4 

In 1937 eight of these Monthly Meetings still remain eas active meet- 
ings in this querter. One, Quakertowm, New Jersey, ig considered only as 
an Indulged Meeting which holds its one annual meeting by appointment in 
the autumn of each year. Other subordinate meetings in Bucks Quarter are 
Doylestown, Pennsbury, Plumstead, Yardley, New Hone, Lambertville and 
Ballence or Little Britain. This last, by its location properly belongs 
to Nottingham Quarter of Baltimore Yeerly Meeting, but the property. be- 
longs to Fells Monthly Meeting of Arch Street Friends, and, in 1937, the 
Meeting is kept up by one zealous member, Joseph T. Miller, who céres 
for the Meeting House and Burial Ground. 

Pennsbury, New Hope end Lembertville have been discontinued. Plum- 
stead, diminished in numbers, is not regulerly held. 
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, The’ FRIENDS' MEETINGS in 
BUCKS QUARTER 
in the Past and Present. 


1. Ballance (Little Britain), 0. . o + + » » Occasional. 


» » « Active. 


Bristol, Haein se nete te oY te ie elev ente PPO oD ee tee BOUL 
Bri Sols 0. ie beri laa, wes P © 0 © © © « « Déscontinudd. 
Buckinghem, Tete. i eter ter a Yo We le? ei Mee oaeeet ts e «© » « Activa. 
Buckingham, O00. 16 sv us ue ne ome gh eMeusneds Discontinued. 
Doylestown sul ooks «2h sce os WD SS ee ee 8 Ne cae ACtives 
POD EM gare COM emietbs ce. 06> (eld b ee SURAMET sob bike res ACTIVas 
PONSTEL Octal oe titite efi et eis ete eats e « Discontinued. 
Mekefield, Heuheiteurewie wie einie: ve amerambenite Pile Meletieniieuhse AC ULV O's 
Middletown (Lenghorne), H.. « « « + + « © o 6 © © Active. 
Middletown, 0..... ° e . Discontinued. 
New Hope, H.. ° “ Discontinued. 


Pennsbury, H. . Discontinued. 


Newtown, Jos Styne, “neve. ° 
Plumstead, een ey e © © © e eee Occasional. 
Plumstead, 0... A e «© e « e« Discontinued. 
Quakertown, NeJes He & Oce « © « «© «© «© ¢ « Discontinued. 
Solebury, H.. « » sacle ie ee PMen eRe e eh re ACUL VO « 
DOLSUURY 5 20 e tal eiid ivuien ts ual ee Ve ivmineeetale Uo Diaconuinued 
WELENG St OWN Halts. couch le) srie: vs tioemic letiee costes tACtLVe 
WELEAGELOWN 5 -Oswelis iocholice  alhedeielie ie) +. \\s,.0 DLeconbtinued. 


Yardley, H. e * e e e ° ® ° ® e e e e e e ® e ° ® Active. 
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H. -Hicksite. O. -Orthodox. 
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BUCKS QUARTER, on the last Fifth-day of the month, holds the Quarterly 
Meeting at Wrightstowmm in Second Month (February); at Buckingham in the 
Fifth Month (Mey); at Fallsington in Bighth Month (August); and in the 
Eleventh Month (November) at Langhorne or Middletown. This is the Hicks- 
ite Branch of Friends. 
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BALLANCE. 


Meeting officially called Little Britain. 
Meeting established about.......+..+.-1828. 
Meeting House built about......-+5+.+++1840. 
Location neer “rightsville, Lancaster Co. 


KHIR ROE 


In the southern part of Lancaster county, Pa., in the township of 
Little Britain, westward from the Hicksite Friends' Meeting House call- 
ed Eastland, is another Meeting House belonging to Orthodox Friends, 
popularly known as Ballance Meeting House. It is directly on the town- 
ship line between Little Britain and Fulton, a short distance north of 
the hemlet of Wrightsville. The following communication written by Jo- 
seph T. Miller in answer to questions asked, provides a little of this 
Meeting's history from one living in its vicinity in 193l:- 

; "Peach Bottom, Paes 
3/25/31. 

Thine of recent date come to hand some days ago, and I laid it 
back and had forgotten to try to write the some little I know.- I have 
known the Mesting House as Little Britain Friends Meeting House, better 
known as Ballances Meeting House. Joseph Ballance gave part of the 
ground and Joseph Smedley the other part of about one acre where the 


a: House end Graveyard is with a bit of wood on North and South. The deed 


was given I believe in 1840, but I do not know when the House was built. 
There are about 50 buried in the Grave Yard. This belongs to General 
Meeting of Friends held at Fallsington, Bucks Co., Cherles Henry Moon, 
Clerk. Thee might find out something by addressing Chas. Henry Moon, 
Woodbourne. I believe I ses we have two maps of Lancaster county here, 
so I guess I will put one in and thee can tell by that near where it is 
located on the line between Little Britain and Fulton Townships. I have 
just made a mark with point of my pencil as thee may see on line between 
Little Britain and Fulton townships. We are just west. If thee feels 
like coming to see the place, would:be glad to see thee and-those with 
thee. Hardly a mile west either way from the Meeting House. Trusting 
this may be of some use to thee, I am thy friend, 
Jos. T. Miller." 

Charles Henry Moon's response to further inquiries included the fol-. 
lowing statements:- "I know very little about the meeting House, having 
been in it at the time of Rachel Miller's funeral for the first and only 
time in my life. In ‘Selections from the Letters of Thomas B. Gould’, I 
have read the following: ‘Little Britain is twelve miles from Notting- 
ham: at both which places there is an interesting company of Friends, and 
they have nice new and commodious meeting-houses.'...-After dinner at 
Little Britain, we rode about 25 miles, crossing the Susquehannah River 
near Port Deposit, and lodged at Gideon Smith's, at Deer Creek.' The a- 
bove was in 1854. 

I am sorry that I cannot give thee any more information in regard 
to this meeting house. The meeting which held title to the property was 
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a component part of the Present General Meeting of Men and Women Friends | 
for Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware Etc., and I remember Joseph Bal- 4 
lance attending said Meeting." i 

A brief reference to Ballance Meeting wes made in "Lancaster County" | 
by H. M. J. Klein and ©. Melvin Williams, 192%, thus:- "In 1827 a division 
occurred in the Society of Friends, the parts becoming later known es Orel 
thodox" and ‘Hicksite'. Tha Hicksite Quakers were in the majority in Lit 
tle Britain, end therefore held the church property. The Orthodox Friends } 
consequently erected a small brick meeting-house for themselves. It stood | 
almost on the line between Little Britain and Fulton townships, being on | 
Soepstone Hill in Fulton. It was known as Ballence's Meeting, but never | 
functioned strongly." 4 

Ballance Meeting House, built facing the southwest, is a smell brick | 
building by the roadside with a small woodland et its back and a little © 
graveyard to the east of it inclosed by a neat iron fence, the township 
line passing between the two, putting the Meeting House in Fulton and the j 
burial ground in Little Britain Township. The House has no porch and was | 
constructed on the conventional plan of Quaker Meeting Houses of the old 
type with sliding shutters between the +wo ends which in olden times ac- 
commodated men and women separately. But in April, 1932, when, by. the 
kindness and courtesy of Joseph T. Miller, the photographer was admitted 
to the little plece of worship, it was seen that some of the ceiling plas- 
ter had fallen in the unused end, but the "Men's end" of the House still 
remained intact, showing to advantage its ancient quaintness, Lor ki as 
verging upon its hundredth year, having been presumably erected near a-~ © 
bout 1840. A good old ten-plate stove still occupies its place in the mid-| 
dle of the aisle in front of the facing benches, now no longer filled with | 
the ministers and elders of the meeting, for the congregation of the Or- 
thodox Branch of Little Britain are mostly sleeping in the adjacent Burial * 
Ground. Joseph T. Miller alone worships in the Ballance Meeting House on 
Soapstone Hill and had kept his religious meditations there on April 17th, | 
1932, the day of the visit just mentioned made by the compiler of these 
historical notes who was taken to Little Britain by Ralph W. Hershey of 
Gap, Pa. Joseph T. Miller looks after the property and gives special at- 
tention to the neat little graveyard wherein are buried his parents, his 
wife and child, and others connected to him by ties of kinship. There are 
eleven unmarked fieldstones in this yard, but on the other headstones are 
seen the nemes of Austin, Ballance, Brown, Cook, Eshleman, Harlan, Holden, — 
Kelley, Miller, Palmer, Smedley and Tollinger. Both Joseph Smedley and 
Joseph Ballance, who together gave the lend on which the Meeting House and } 
Graveyard cre located, are interred in this cemetery, but there are no 
dates, simply the name Joseph Smedley on one of the headstones, while 
the other bears the record, Joseph Ballance 1799 - 1871. 

In the list of meetings belonging to the Yearly Meeting of Orthodox 
Friends in 1858, Ballance, under its proper name of Little Britain, is not | 
given, being then most likely a part of Baltimore Yearly Meeting. q 
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BRISTOL. 


Meeting organized about....-.seceeeselT05~ 
Maeting Honses built: itesiss + ae caucuses Ll Oe 
Meeting House enlarged.....seceresseelT 36. 
Orthodox Meeting House built.........1828. 
Monthly Meeting established..........1874. 
Orthcdox Meeting House demolished....1926. 
Locaticn in the City of ..... Bristol, Pa. 


HEE FOO 


Bristol, as a meeting, is old, so is its Meeting House, but as a Month- 


}-) ly Meeting it is comparatively new, having been established as such in 


1874. In Ezra Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quakerism" this brief ex- 
trect relates to eerly Bristol history:- 

"1704 ?- ‘Meetings for worship at Bristol were sometimes held at Friends' 
houses till 1710, when a meeting-house wes built, and a meeting settled 
therein.’ -(S. Smith.) 

"Prior to 1788, Bristol Friends had belonged to Falls Monthly Meeting. 
At their own request, they were then trensferred to Middletown; and it was 
agreed 'Thet ell the property which the said Preparative Meeting are now 
in possession of, or hold as a meeting, ought to be held and enjoyed by 
them as heretofore.’ -(Bucks Quarterly Meeting.)" 

The ancient Meeting House is still standing in 1929. It appears as a 
rough-cest house, ‘setting somewhat awry to both Market and Wood Streets, 
at the intersection of which it is located. On its gable is the date 1709, 
elthough the records seem to indicate a later time for its erection; and a 
couple of side doors open to porches et the front of the house facing the 
yard; in the reer of which is a row of entique wagon-sheds thet are partly 
over-shadowed by a large buttonwood tree. 

Bristol Meeting belongs to Hicksite Friends and its Sanus as @ Pre- 
perative Meeting began in 1777. The Orthodox Brench had a meeting but it 
has been discontinued and its Meeting House has disappeared. Wood Street 
passes at the back of the Bristol Meeting House and leade to the large ob- 
long-shaped Burial Ground a few squares awey. This is partly surrounded 


& by a wall that formerly had en entrance, now closed by masonry, at the 


end of Wood Street. Within the enclosure ere many memorial stones, mostly 
in Friendly simplicity of style, some queintly ancient in form with dates 
or without, others more modern and elaborate. Among the femily names to be 
seen are Adams, Albertson, Allen, Bailey, Betz, Burton, Comly, Elkinton, 
Hutchinson, Iredell, Israel, Jenkins, Leedom, Paxson, Peirce, Stackhouse, 
Swain, Townsend, Warner and White. 

In the "History of Bristol Borough" published in 1911 by Doron Green; 
this interesting note of the Friends and their places of meeting, is found. 
"Nearly all the first settlers of Buckingham, now Bristol, es well as of 
other parts of the lower end of Bucks County, were members of the Society 
of Friends. Meetings for worship were esteblished about the Falls of the 
Deleware, some time before the country hed received the name of Pennsylve- 
nie, the members belonging to a Monthly Meeting held at Burlington, dating 
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from 1674. In 1683 a Monthly Meeting was established at the house of Wil- | 
liam Biles, in what is now known as The Manor, of which Friends living in 
Bristol, and at Neshemine, now Middletown, became members. The Governor 
end his wife, while in Pennsylvenia, were members of this Monthly Meeting, | 
and Phineas Pemberton, whose name ar clerk of the first Orphans' Court, 
frequently appeers upon our eerly county records, was its recorder of } 
Births and Deaths. The first Bucks Quarterly Meeting, composed of the or- | 
iginal Falls Monthly Meeting and a new one set off thereform called Ne- 
shemine, was held at the house of William Biles, on March 7, 1684. For 
twenty years Friends et Bristol were not allowed any regular meeting of 
their own, and growing weary of being thus deprived of religious privi- 
leges, they petitioned the Falls Monthly Meeting in 1704, that they might : 
be allowed to hold a meeting sometimes among themselves, but this favor 
was not grented until 1707, when permission was given them to hold a meet- ] 
ing of worship bi-weekly, on First Days, and once a week on week days, In || 
1706, Semuel Carpenter, a wealthy Friend, offered to give Falls Monthly ; 
Meeting ‘a piece of ground for a meeting house and burying place, and past-| 
ure, at Bristol, and the gift having been accepted by the Meeting the seme } 
was ordered to be deeded to Joseph Kirkbride and others for the uses afore- 
seid. The trustees appointed by the Monthly Meeting seem to have been most | 
uneccountably derelict in their duties, for we find, in 1710, a minute of | 
the Monthly Meeting stating thet ‘Bristol Friends renewed an application, 
first made in 1706, for the building of a meeting-house.' The following 
quaint minute of the Quarterly Meeting gives evidence that the request of 
the Bristol Friends for a meeting house’ was soon granted. It..is as follows;) 
"At a Quarterly Meeting held at Middletown, ye 22nd of ye 12th Month, 1710.] 
This meeting having under its consideration the building of a meeting house} 
at Bristol it's concluded there be a good, substantial house built, either | 
of brick or stone, and the Friends appointed to take the dimensions, and 
for the convenientest.place is Joseph Kirkbride, Joshua Koupes, John Sat- | 
cher, Thatcher, Thomas Stevenson, and Adem Harker, together with such Bris- 
tol Friends as they think fit, who are likewise to compute the charge as | 
near as may be, and to appoint whom they may think fit to manage the work, © 
end give an account of their proceeding to the next meeting’... 

"After seven years of delay the meeting house project was in a fsir 
way to be accomplished, and in December, 1713, the Quarterly Meeting was 
informed thet 'the committee to settle Bristol meeting house, report they 
heve completed the seme," from which it would appear that this ancient 
landmark lacks but two years of being 200 years old. The bricks used in 
its construction were brought from England, and this doubtless added to 
the delay in its completion. 

"In 1728, the building was partly taken down and rebuilt, it being in | 
danger of falling. In 1735 or 1736, an addition was built, greatly enlarg- | 
ing its capacity, and in 1756 it was finished in the upper story. Previ- 
ous to 1839-40, the entrance was in the Market Street end of the house, 
the gelleries being at the east emd, facing the entrance, and the aisle 
running lengthwise of the building, probably passing through a doorwey in-- 
to the addition in the rear. During the Revolutionary war the house was 
occupied as a hospital, as appears from the following minute of September 
15, 1778: ‘Joseph Church, William Bidgood, John Hutchinson, and Phineas 
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Buckley ere eppointed to get the meeting house cleered :of the troops in 

+ the little end of the house that it mey be fit to meet in." A number of 

Patients in this hospital are believed to have been buried in the lot 

now occupied by Mohicen Hall, on Otter Street. In 1820 e school was kept 

in the upper story of the house, taught by Dr. Hanry Lippincott, after- 

wards many years in practice in Fallsington, Mary Presser, Letitia Swain 
and Hanneh Coleman. : 

"In 1828 a split occurred in the Society and the Orthodox Friends 
withdrew and built.a meeting house at the corner of Wood and Walnut Streets. 
| This building is still standing (1911), meetings being held therein on ev- 

Be ery First Day. In 1867 another separation took place, where those who ac- 
} cepted the Millerite doctrines erected a mesting house at the corner of 

he Walnut and Wilson Streets. This building was torn down about twenty-five 

a yeers exo (about 1886). These unfortunete divisions emong the members of 
i the Society have greatly reduced the numbers and influence." 

ty The frame Meeting House of the Orthodox Friends stood near the Friends' 
/ Burial Ground until 1926 when it was torn down. On its site an Italian 
church celled “Chiesa Christiana della Fide Apostolica," was erected in 
1927. 


FERRE RIMERIE LIE IER 
q : | BUCKINGHAM. 


i Meeting organized about...e.seereeeeeelT05~ 
be Burial Ground established.........+.-el705. 
is First Meeting House built...........-.1708. 
: Monthly Meeting established... eeeeeelT 20. 
Second Meeting House built..cecseveseekl 29 
Be | Present Meeting House built...-...+++++l768. 
School-house built. rsscesvcscccrvrecrvoltdiae 
et Orthodox Meeting Housa built........+.1830. 
ke Location at and noar........+eLahaska, Pa. 
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a Buckingham is a Monthly and a Preparative Meeting of Bucks Quarter 

of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Hicksite Friends. It holds one of the 

| four Bucks Quarterly Meetings, the other threo being held at Wrightstown, 

). Falls and Middletow (Langhorne). 7 

if , Buckingham Meeting House is old, bears the date 1768 on its eastern 

iq end, and the Meeting is older, having been established as a Monthly Meeting 

) . in 1720, while as a Friends' settlement it dates still earlier. Among the 

i first settlers were Amos Preston, Thomes Bye, James Streator, Joseph Fell, 

7; . Thomas Cenby, Thomas Watson, Robert Smith, Jacob Holcombe, Richard Lundy, 

» . John Scarborough, and Edmund Kinsey, the last named being a prominent min- 

).. ister for forty years among the Friends at Buckingham. In 1705 James Strea- 
tor, for the sum of forty shillings, conveyed to Falls Meeting a plot of 
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ten acres of ground for Buckingham Friends for burial purposes and for a 
meeting-house, and, quoting from a paper prepared by Alice Atkinson Kir- 
son for the two hundredth enniversary of the establishment of Buckingham 
Monthly Meeting,- 

"So in 1705, ‘on a clear, grassy spot’ on this newly acquirsd ten-acre 
tract, ‘on the west side of a path that went winding up the hill,' about 
one hundred feet from the wall on the lower side of the present graveyard, 
and within it, the first meeting-house in Buckinghem was built. Tradition 
seys it was of logs, and the minutes show that Stephen Wilson of the Falls 
was the builder. It was not complete until 1708, nor final payments made 
until 1710. It was hard to do more than make a bare living in Buckinghem 
in those days, and even the glass for the little windows was presented by 
two kind friends of the Falls, Joseph Kirkbride and Williem Biles." 

This first meeting-house was used for over ten years and the meeting 
was indulged by the Falls Monthly Meeting until 1720, when, their numbers 
having increased they were granted a Monthly Meeting of their own. Move- 
ments were soon made for building a new Meeting House. 

"Finally in-a minute of Third Month, 1725, Joseph Fell and Jacob Hol- 
combe are desired to make up accounts with Thomas Canby concerning the 
building of the stone end of the Buckingham meeting-house. So the stone 
end to the old meeting house was finally paid for, it may be assumed, in, 
D206 

"Four years later, in 1729, in a quite unusual minute, we reads 
‘Friends acquainted this meeting that they had a necessity of building a 
new meeting house, and in order thereto have made subscriptions for that 
purpose, and heve appointed persons to carry on said work with the Month- 
ly Meeting's approbation, which sre Joseph Fell, Jacob Holcombe, and Thom- 
es Canby, end having purchased a piece of ground adjoining to the former 
and sesing the new purchase more suitable to build a new meeting house on, 
therefore the Meeting appoints Enoch Peerson, Thomas Canby, Jr., and John 
Watson and John Hill trustees for the new purchase, and that they take a 
deed of trust for the seid purchase and also give a declaration and a deed 
of trust to the Meeting for same.' From this minute it would seem that some 
of the younger Friends, impatient of the old meeting house with its stone 
addition, had taken matters in their own hands, paid the necessary five 
shillings which the original deed shows were given for this new tract of 
three and a half acres purchased of Edmund Kinsey, made subscriptions, ap- 
pointed a committee to carry the work through and then asked the Meeting's 
approval. This was given, as we see, but with this minute all reference in | 
the records to this second meeting house ceases.....In 1750 a minute speaks | 
of ‘securing the meeting house as soon as conveniency will permit.' In 1761 | 
es minute reads: ‘Committee appointed to consider what was proper to be done { 
in relation to the meeting house and securing the lands thereunto belonging, | 
reported they had met and concluded to lay the deeds before the Meeting for 4 
advice.’ Again, later, they report they cannot agree upon the place to set | 
the new meeting house. The Quarterly Meeting was therefore appealed to, and 
a lerge committee was appointed by that Meeting to consider the question 
and advise with Buckingham Monthly Meeting in regard to the matter...Final- 
ly the Quarterly Meeting committee sent in a paper in which, with full rec- | 
ognition of the difference of opinion among the Buckinghem Friends, and ear- | 
nestly advising against it, they declared that the most convenient place to | 
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se$} a new mesting house wes ‘on the hill'. This is signed 25th of First 
Month, 1762, by Mehlon Kirkbride, James Moon. John Woolston, William Pax- 
son, Joseph Hampton and Jacob Heaton. Upon this, Buckinghem Friends set 

to work, as the minutes and deeds show, to secure this piece of lend, but 
it was not until Eleventh Month, 1767, that they really began to build 
their new house, the one in which we sit to-dsey, the third Buckingham meet- 
ing house. Subscriptions by that time had emounted to 554£, and Joseph Wat- 
son, Thomas Bye, Isaac Pickering, and Henry Paxson were appointed to direct 
the work. In the following spring, Fifth Month, 1768, the opening minute 
reads: ‘At a Monthly Meeting held at Buckingham (in the stable, the meet- 
ing house being burned since lest meeting.)' The old meeting: house was 
gone and the building of the new one not sufficiently advanced for it to 

be used. So for eight months Monthly Meeting: was held at Plumstead, and the 
Quarterly Meeting of Fifth Month, usually held at Buckingham, met at 
Wrightstown. The minutes do not state where religious meetings were held 
during this time. Finally in First Month, 1769, a minute reads ‘It is re- 
ported that the Buckinghem house is expected to be ready to accommodate the 
next Monthly Meeting,’ and the next month's minute begins 'At a Monthly 
Meeting at Buckinghem.' No slightest word of gretification in the achieve- 
ment of the long contemplated and planned for building follows, only the u- 
suel routine of business ard discipline. Four months leter the meeting. house 
is reported as neerly completed and a committee is appointed to settle ac- 
counts......The total cost of land, materials end workmanship was 736% 14s. 
14d. From.the minutes we learn that Thomas Smith superintended the building 
of the new meeting house during the first six months. He then asked to be 
released and Joseph Ellicott wes appointed to his place. From other sources 
we learn that the mason work and plastering were done by Matthies Hutchin- 
son, and the cerpentry by Edward Good, grandfather of Pearson Good, for so 
many years cereteker of the meeting house and greveyard. The building which 
ceme from their hands, almost the seme to-day as it was in 1768, with its 
fine proportions, its walls of warm colored stone, quarried from the neigh- 
borhood, its deep cornice, its hooded doorways, its many-paned windows with 
their heavy sashes, and the white cedar woodwork of its interior with the 

, patin finish age has given, hes been called by a visiting-Friend one of the 
most substantial and imposing country meeting houses in seven of our states. 

Buckingham Meeting House is beautifully situated on the top of one of 
Bucks County's mary hills, surrounded by many ancient shade trees, and com- 
mends delightful views over the valleys towards Buckingham Mountain and the 
distant "Jersey Hills." The House has not been "improved". with modern up-to- 
dete porches, but in 1929 retains its stone steps to its old-time pent- 
roofed hooded doorways, end has other features of erchitecture and trimmings 
dear to the antiquary and lovers of encient houses and homes. There are 
three old “horse-blocks", all in good condition though no longer in service 
as in the days when horse-back riding was the customary mode of travel. One 
of the blocks is part of the eastern end of the Meeting House itself, the 
others being by the woodside west of the House. 

Back of the Meeting House on the hillside sloping to the westward and 
north, is the Buriel Ground, picturesque in its Quaker simplicity and the 
adornments of nature. Quite a distance from the entrence is a short row of 
irregular sized evergreens on the western slope. This marks the spot where 
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the first Buckingham Meeting House stood. Beyond it, nearer the wall is a 
plot of ground where the greves and surrounding sod are completely over- 
spread with a wild and compact growth of lily-of-the-valley (Convallarie 
majalis), so thick thet visitors cannot avoid stepping on the blossoms in 
walking emong the graves. In this old part of the yard are a number of 
brown headstones recording initials or nemes of the Fell, Ely, Child and 
Large and a few other families; while higher up the hillside. in the newer 
section of the cemetery, among the names to be seen are Morris, Lloyd, Bell, J 
Townsend, Carter, Price, Groom, Atkinson, Gilbert, Cernea and others, many 4 
of which have been familiar in the local history of Buckingham from. the 
time of the early settlement. The oldest part of the graveyard dates back- 
ward to 1705. In 1729 ean additional plot of about five acres was given to 
the meeting for five shillings by Edmund Kinsey. Soon after 1750 a wall 4 
wes built about the yard and a minute of 1762 states "that the gravedigger 4 
.of Buckingham, for the time being, and all succeeding times, do not dig any | 
graves in the burying ground for strangers end others, where none of the ; 
family are of our society, or have not subscribed to the enclosing of the 
reveyard, But when such case mey heppen, he gives notice to such requests 
thet they be laid in the southeast corner of the last purchased lot on the 
road going to Philadelphia." The place referred to is probably southeast 
of the present Meeting House known as the soldiers burial ground when, . 
"during the Revolution, the house was used for sometime as a hospital.” , & 

More ground was added in 1805; in 1807 a small reservation was made 
for burial of colored people; and again, about 1898, a gift of two and a 
half acres from Judge D. Newlin Fell still further enlarged the graveyard 
and the wall was then rebuilt so as to include the additional section. 

In 1876 the graveyard was considered in an unsatisfactory condition 
consequent to the violation of the Discipline of Friends in the provision 4 
of memorial stones, which, in some cases, were "Costly and showy monuments.") 
Some dozen or fifteen years later, "Headstones were lowered and interments 
are now made and stones erected in accordance with the Rules of Discipline.", 

On the summit of the hill, eastward from the Meeting House, is the 
Friends' School-house which dates from about 1793 when it was recommended 
to the meeting by the Committee of Thirty-four, on Sixth Month 3rd, 1793, 
- that a school-house be erected on the meeting house, grounds. An elementary 
private school is still kept there in 1929. 

In the village of Lahaska, about a mile from Buckingham Meet it House, 
is a building bearing the date 1830 in its gable. It was for many years 
the Buckingham Meeting House of Orthodox Friends, originally built of a 
size to accommodate the Quarterly Meeting of that branch of the Society. 
The Orthodox in this section of the county having so diminished in numbers | 
by death and removals, their Meeting House was closed and ultimately pass- 
ei into the hands of the Lahaska Carriage Repository. In 1929 it is in 
quite a dilapidated condition, but in outward appearance still retains 
‘its "Meeting House look or character." 

NOTE. Tradition asserts that during the time of the rebuilding of 
Buckingham Meeting House, when the fire destroyed the old House and when 
it was necessary for other buildings to be used for meeting purposes, 
meetings for worship were held in a stone structure near the village of 
Holicong, not very far distant from the Meeting House. The building is 
yet standing on the farm of Eleanor Broadhurst in 1937. 
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DOYLESTOWN. 


Meeting established..........-1834. 

Meeting House built...........1835. 

Centennial celebration........1937. 

Location on Erst Oakland Avenue in 
+ Doylestown. 
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Doylestown Friends' Meeting is en Indulged Meeting under the care of 
Buckingham Monthly Meeting in Bucks Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ing of the Hicksite Brench of the Society of Friends. It was established 
in 1834, a few years after the Seperation of 1827. A brief story of its 
organization is told in Battle's "History of Bucks County", the sum and 
substance of which is almost literally quoted from the words of Samuel 
Hart; also quoted by Ezra Michener in the “Retrospect of Early Quakerism". 
In the "History. of Bucks County" it is stated:- 

"In the yeer 1834 several Friends residing in and near the village of 
Doylestown made application to Buckingham monthly meeting for permission 
to hold an indulged meeting on first days. The meeting appointed a commit- 


fF . tee to inquire into the matter, and when the request had been favorably re- 


ported, the proposed meeting was authorized. It was held for a time in a 
room rented for the purpose, until, in the following year, a meeting-house 
was erected, which cost, with improvements, one thousand six hundred and 
fifty-four dollars and fifty cents." 

On Aug. 14, 1928, the Doylestown Daily Intelligencer published an in- 
teresting article concerning the churches in the, town. Of the Friends’ Meet-~ 
ing House it remarkeds=- "The second church to be established was the Friends’ 
Meeting House, on the site on which it now stands on Hast Oakland avenue. 
This meeting is still under the control of the Buckingham, the parent meet- 
inge’ The writer of this article valued the Meeting House at the present 
time at. $10,000, an amount considerably in excess of the originsel cost of 
the building. 

Buckingham Monthly Meeting holds half of ee business meetings at this 
Meeting House in Doylestown, where it convenes in the First, Third, Fifth, 
Seventh, Ninth, and Eleventh Months, on the first Second-day of the month. 

Doylestown Friends' Meeting House is a brick structure located on the 
north side of Hast Oskland Avenue, and, like the old-time Meeting Houses, 
was built so as to face the south. It is not large in size, but has two 
entrance doors and four windows at the front, as many at the back, windows 
at each end and a door at the eastern end. Two porches lend the building 
a home-like aspect, but it is not surrounded by spacious grounds. It sets 
back only a little distance from the sidewalk and a dwelling end. a hospital 
are on either side of it, while only a small open space intervening, sepa- 
rates it from the wagon-sheds at the rear. 

The reer view of the House is picturesque with the ample wealth of ev- 
ergreen ivy mingled with Virginia Creeper covering the wall space between 
and about the doors and windows that give light and access to that side of 
the building. There is no date-stone visible on.the Doylestown Meeting 
House, nor is there a graveyard especially belonging to it. 
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On Fifth Month 15, 1937, the Friends' Historical Association heid 
its Summer Meeting at Doylestowm Meeting House to commemorate its Centen- 
nial Anniversary. The "Bullstin” of that association later gave an account 
of the meeting. The following is quoted from the article:- J 

"An indulged mesting et Doylestown was authorized by Buckingham Month- ' 
ly Meeting in 1834, and was held at first in a rented room. In 1835, the | 
meeting house was started. Five Friends agreed to underwrite the enter- 
prise—- William Stokes, Timothy Smith, Semuel Hart, Eleazer T. Mc Dowell, 
and Samuel Yardley; and a house fifty by twenty-six feet was erected at a 
cost of $1654.50, in which the first meeting was held in Second Month 
1836. Various Friends contributed toward the expense of the building, and 
John Watson interested himself in securing contributions totaling $545.25 
from Bucks Quarterly Meeting and from Gwynedd and Richland Monthly Meetings 
of Abington Quarter, leaving a balance of $880.25 for the five underwriting | 
Friends to pay. Later Bucks Quarter increased its contribution, so that the 
contribution of the five Friends, who held title, was reduced to about $75 | 
each, and they declared a trust of the property, holding it as trustees un- | 
der the Quarterly Meeting for the Meeting's benefit. At the date of Samuel | 
Hart's memorandum, Samuel Yardley had removed to Philadelphia, and the oth- 
er trustees, except Samuel Hart himself, had died." 

"Doylestown is an indulged meeting under the care of Buckingham Month- 
ly Meeting. The meeting house belongs to Bucks Quarter. Originally there 
was a partition and the seats ran in the other direction from the way they | 
now run, with the raised seats facing the street. The specifications call- 
ed for ‘a partition running across the house from front to back, with one 
double door to pass through and five hoisting shutters on slides, all to 
be hung with pulleys and weights, the said double door, partition and 
slides to be of panel work.' The inside work was unpainted." 
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Meeting established about. .cerressees 1680. 
First Meeting House built......-++++-1683. 
Monthly Meeting established........-.1684. 
Second Meeting House built...-eeeee+-l7286 
Present Meeting House built........--1789. 
Orthodox Meeting House built....+.++el84l. 
250th Anniversary celebrated.....-+- 1933. 
Location... .ercoeeeeroseekatlsington, Pa. 
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In the eastern part of Bucks County, Pa., in the township of Falls 
and on the outskirts of the village of Fallsington, ere two Friends’ Meet- 
ings with the graveyards belonging to them, and also an elementary school 
attached to the Orthodox Branch, all close together. The older of these 
Meeting Houses, bearing the date 1789 on its eastern gable, belongs to 


\(arhe 


= ee f | 7 ‘ ‘ ‘a Far 5 } al f al Bid ‘ hier ig ie, aT a 
| ot 
bind acttatooeaA Leolroteid ‘ehmegat ent .TEOL . ef dino SUT : 
-“edwed adi eferosiemmos cf exvolt gabfeoti cpotrelyod 3m grtteeM temmu2 ef, 


tance ae aveag seco eotésiocese fait Lo ‘isi do five™ edt «ysetevings 
erelotias edt moxd betoup ot antwcflet eft .gattoem of 
P-atwoM madgntiiowi yt berliodtus sew recdwetyol te qntvene beglubat sh® 
t eff .@f8f al «moor beter e m2 Sextt Ja Biot sew tue .*S8£ at gat eR 
asatme edt edivwreboy oF beetge ebneltt evil .vetuede sew sever aniteca 
pifewod of .? rexeelZ .faal Louse <tFime pitowkt ,cotots mal lity —e a 
a ta fetoore eaw goo? xie~yinowt yd yItt? eswod « bre ;yelbteyY eum? bas 
inoM beooee of bled saw galteom tanh ent sodrw at ~G2.d235¢ to Seow: 
bus ,pathiiud edd to samegxe edt byuswot betudiaincs sbueitt evolisV .st6h” 
. 29, 864$ grkfetot enokiudittnos xctiuose ot Tieenia beteorednt costa sok 
Posntieal yiitaot bnetdoth bao bhemqwh mwott bre gniteel ylietwaep edovll mo a ai 
saiiiuwrebas evil odd rot @&. 088 to eonmisd # gitvael ,xetiew) motgntdA® 7) 
ait guid oe ,Mottudtytnos atl beaseront tefrexp exoud aoted -yaq-0t ebpeltt oe 
ave sgods oF benuber aaw ,ofitd Bfod ow .ebneist evkt ety to coksud brtne 
eoy ecotenat ee FL getbfod ,yireqerd edt to Jnuty s betafood yet? bre ete. eo 
Inne? ‘to efeb etd #4 . dr ¢ened e*pniteom eff 0T gaiveck iret ott 106 
“430 eft bane .sidqlehelind ot bevone1 ied volbiaY foumee ,mvbusTomem ne" HO 
be kh bad .Sfesatkd tush Tewmed Sqeoxe ,eeetantty 16) a 
eftaol medanttoul to ewe edt sebne avitveem besivhnt ne ai nwoteafyoa"” ~ bee e 
exetd gilenttsinO .tetime) adeuwi oF agrofed eaon gxideam exiT .gnttookt “Yh” » & 
gets yew afd moz? moktoenth aetfo eft nt ner edges ed} bus noltiiaeq s GA 
{igo arokimottfouqe stT .deeitie edd gatost atees bestar aft itiw ,ovr1 wor | 
vi Adtw ¢ioed of tno<t mer) vewort edd esotos gota soliiieeg a” x0TS e ‘ 
pas colti¢ma «t00b efduobh bhae edt .eidgtow bie eyeliag adiw gram: vt . 
* betxteghy easy drow eblent.etT '. drow Lensq to ed oF eobhie 


“ 


et, 


[ 


. 


en ERS AD AON OER LEE 


iin ,aebiie ao eretiudn yottetod evi? bus iywewds seay of xoob old 


* oS ti 
PSs 


i i] ‘ z , ways * ‘ ziti 7 
AR ee — 
; CEN ig Bie 


eUGSLs cack cee ; #% ~oieds bode tfdatee gntteot 
EBOL ss cvs vewes oe filed. eaugl jatteell textt 
D8AL. cae eeewer Bae tiie tae ghivect yidtnol 
Lacrs, neo 604 40 we Ht bud 62tloK guttee bhaooe? , 
“Oat LE. ses cc ceetidud- sevoH yniteatf tueter? 

» ast. eeawees « }Ltaed ooieoH ynitoen xobod 20 
SEERL. vecee ds DOGHIMO LoD. TrmetevinkA HFOCS. - 
Pe hes ,notynte Lind. eee te eeeeweres cok spot : 7 


FR ET CRT Ort Ue ROY Se iat alee aia al aaa a cam laa a er 


Se abi : Aon 
- pint anigdiaeny, “EU ky Caren, CIS” Cr 


sliet to qidemwot edd nt pede fee ro" Pang i 


loaroe Yretvemete ns cats bas yandld of | NE fed % by eVEIy of 
enets ‘to tebfo ety .teitogos onoly ffm qfomenk xobots<0 ett oF & 
of eyrofed .eldsy atetine ett po CBYL evebh eae gn. este il peter re 

' ; wy STP ee | ie 


S. 


.7 


‘ 
leone 


: 
« 
i 
@ 
; % 
Ci 


t) ye GARETT yo 


101 


Hicksite Friends and is a substantiel stone building facing the south and 
the passing road which is between the House and the large burial ground 
opposite. It is on @ high elevation of ground, and back of it, in the same 
yard, is the Orthodox Meeting House, also of stone and of capacious size, 
.with the date 1841 on its eastern end. 

The grounds surrounding the two Meeting Houses have a slightly irregu- 
ler surface which is shaded by magnificent oaks that give great beauty to 
the place. 

In the Orthodox wall-inclosed burial-ground, just at the rear of the 
House, the interments have been made mostly with families of the seme nane 
together in rows. There may be reed the family names of Lippincott, Lovett, 
Kirkbride, healy, Moon, Burgess, Setterthwaite, Price, Comfort, Eastburn 
and others, ell graves being marked in eccord with Friends' restrictions. 
The wall about the yard is of stone with a beveled rough-cast capping, and 
the shade trees and the uneven surface of the turf lend beauty and an air 
of peace end repose to the spot. 

The Orthodox Buriel Ground at Fallsington is rather more attractive, 
so far as the lendscepe is concerned, to the observer, than the older 
graveyerd of the Hicksite Brench located a few rods to the southward in 
front of the older Meeting House, where about two-thirds of the space of 
the oldest seetion is a plain green lawn unbroken by the sight of memori- 
eal stones. Among the family names seen on the stones in the lower or west- 
ern section, are, Albertscn, Hance, Headley, Kelly Palmer, Satterthwaite, 
Steckhouse and Werner. The caretaker's dwelling is between this and anoth~ 
er cemetery which elso belongs to Fells Meeting. 

. In the Hicksite Yeerly Meeting of Philadelphia, Falls Meeting, quite 
frequently called Fallsington, from the neme of the villege, is a Monthly 
Meeting of Bucks Quarter, while in the Orthodox Branch it is a Monthly 
Meeting belonging to Bucks and Burlington Quarter. It is the oldest meet- 
ing in Bucks County, end Samuel Smith states:- 

"1680 ? - Meetings for worship were early established about the Falls 
even before the lend bore the neme of Pennsylvania; and the Friends who 
were settled from Bristol upwards used to attend the meetings for busi- 
ness at Burlington. Their own meetings for worship used to be held at 
the houses of some of the inhabitents, viz., William Yardley, James Har- — 
rison, Phineas Pemberton, William Biles, Williem Derk, Lyonel Britany, 
Williem Beaks, &c. The first Falls meeting-house was built in 1690." 

The following extract from Ezra Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quak- 
_erism" gives much interesting history relating to Fells Meeting and of 
Bucks Quarter to which it belongs:- 

"New York and New Jersey Colonies having been settled prior to that 
of Pennsylvenia, some Friends obtained patents from Edmund Andros, end 
located themselves on the west side of the Delaware, before the grant 
was made to William Penn." 

"At a meeting at Williem Biles'’s house, the second day of the third 
month, 1683, then held to wait upon the Lord for his wisdom, to hear 
what should be offered, in order to inspect into the affairs of the 
church, that ell things may be kept sweet and savory to the Lord, and, 
by our care over the Church, helpful in the work of God; and we, whose 
nemes are as follows, being then present, thought it fit and necessary 
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thet © Monthly Meeting should be set up, both of men and women, for that 
purpose, and that this meeting ‘be the first of the men's meetings after 
our arrival into these parts. The Friends present,- William Biles, Will- 
iam Dark, Lyonel Briteny, Williem Yardley, Jemes Harrison, Phineas Pem- 
berton, William Beeks." -(Falls Monthly Meeting.) 

"1684.- Whereas, henetofore, from the first settlement of this coun- 
ty, there was only one Monthly Meeting within the said county. At the 
Yearly Meeting held eat Philadelphia, in the seventh month, 1683, it was 
then agreed, that the said Monthly Meeting, for the ease and benefit of 
Friends, should be divided into two parts: the one to be held about Ne- 
shaminy; and the other near the river Delaware. And that the said meet- 
ings shall meet together once every quarter; which was accordingly ob- 
served." 

"At a Quarterly Meeting held eat William Biles's house, the seventh 
of third month, 1684; being the first Quarter Meeting held in the efore- 
said county, after the aforesaid agreement was made." -( Bucks Quarterly 
Meeting.) 

"Although the meeting-houses at the Falls and at Neshaminy (Middle- 
town) had both been built for several years, yet the Quarterly Meeting 
continued to be held at the housss of William Biles, Nicholas Waln, Rich- 
ard Hough, Joshua Hoopes, and others, up to the year 1696. From that time 
it alternated between the two meeting-houses till 1722, when it began to 
circulate to Wrightstown; emd in 1736 the circle extended to Buckingham, 
as at present. (1860). In several instances the minutes establishing 
Monthly Meetings end thus: ‘and every third meeting shall be the Quar- 
terly Meeting.' Bucks Quarter eppears to heve been so held for some 
years." 

"1686.- Whereas it is found inconvenient that the business of the 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings should be performed both at one and the 
seme meeting, it is agreed that from henceforth the respective Monthly 
Meetings of this county be kept distinct from the Quarter Meeting, as 
well in the month the Quarter Meeting falls, as other months; and that 
the Quarter Meeting for the future be kept on the third weekly fourth 
day in the month, &c. -(Bucks Querterly Meeting. ) 

From Wm. W. H. Davis's "History of Bucks County, Pa.", (1904) the 
following notes of Falls Friends' Meeting is obtained:- "The first known 
meeting of Friends in this county, was held at the house of William Biles, 
just below the falls, May 2, 1683, at whieh were present, besides Biles, 
Jemes Harrison, Phineas Pemberton, William Beaks, William Yardley, Will- 
iam Darke, end Lyonel Britton. This was the germ of Falls Meetings. The 
first business transected was the marriege of Samuel Darke to Ann Knight, 
but as the young folks did not have ‘documents', they were told ‘to wait 
in patience.' This they declined doing and got married in a ‘disorderly 
manner’ out of meeting. They were probably ‘dealt with', but to whet ex- 
tent has not come down to us. 

“Thomas Atkinson, of Neshaminy, asked help for a cow and e@ calf end 
got it. 

"The first Querterly Meeting was held at the house of Thomas Biles, 
Mey 7, 1683. The first meeting house, built about where the present one 
stands, on a lot given by Williem Penn, 1683, was finished April, 1692. 
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The size was 20 by 25 feet, of brick burned by Rendall Blackshaw. The 


~ carpenter work was done by contract and cost £41. It had a ‘gallery 


below the banisters', and one chimney lined ‘below with sawn boards.' 
In 1686, Thomas Janney gave an additional lot, ‘on the slate pit hill', 
30 yards square. A stable was built end a well digged, 1701. The meet- 
ing house was partly paid for in wheat, nine shillings three pence per 
bushel. It was enlarged ihn 1699-1700, by adding a lean-to of stone, 
and repaired, 1709. A new house was built, 1728, at a cost of about 
£1,000, and the old meeting house was fitted up for a school-house, 
1733. In 1758, a dwelling was erected for the school-master, a second 
story added to the meeting house, and an addition to the north end, 


-1765. A ‘horsing block‘ was got for the meeting, 1703." 


J. He Battle's "History of Bucks County, Pa.," provides a little 
additional information to the Davis notes:- 

"A circumstance of more than ordinary interest in the history of 
Falls is the fact that the first meetings of Friends in the state were 
held within its (Bucks County) limits......The first Falls meeting-house 
was built in 1690, at Fallsington. Falls monthly meeting was established 
at the house of Williem Biles, the second day of the third month, 1683." 

The two Meeting Houses at Fallsington, the one built in 1789 end 
the Orthodox Meeting House of 1841, stand at the junction of the roads, 
where also is placed the Soldiers' Monument in front of the building 
in which the Friends' School is conducted in 1929. This last mentioned 
building, a hip-roofed stone structure, is one of the oldest buildings 
belonging to the meeting of Fallsington Friends. There is no date put 
upon its walls but it is old. Its location is at the forks of the roads 
at the summit of a hill-slope, and the antique house is queintly inter- 
esting from every aspect of its situation. Between it and the oldest 
Burial. Ground is e smaller frame building, said to have been formerly 
a school-house and giving, in its general appearance, every endorsement 
to the assertion; this is now used for other purposes but is yet the 
property of Falls Meeting. Further along the highway leading to Emilie 
and Newportville, on the left of the road, between the two graveyards, 
is the caretaker's dwelling belonging to the Hicksite branch of the So- 
ciety. 

In the new Burial Ground just beyond the caretaker's house are 
memorial stones recording the family names of Breece, Burton, Croasdale, 
Crozer, Lovett, Stackhouse, Setterthwaite, Thorn, Watson, Wharton and 


' Woolmen. This buriel plot is quite open to the sunlight; but to the 
' Meeting House Yerd surrounding the two houses for worship, shade is af- 


forded by meny encient trees thet evidently are older than any of the 
oldest buildings. 

On Fifth Month (May) 20th, 1933, the Friends’ Historical Association 
joined with Bucks County Friends in celebrating the two hundred and fif- 
tieth anniversery of the founding of Falls Friends' Meeting. On thet. oc- 
casion it wes estimated thet upwerds of 2,500 people assembled. For the 
occesion the "Horsing Block" of 1701, which had long ego disappeered, 
was "restored" by former students, teachers end friends of the Falls 
Friends' School; also a merker erected by the Friends’ Historical Asso-~- 
cietion, in co-operation with the Friends of the Monthly Meetings in the 
neighborhood of Fallsington, was unveiled. It was placed opposite to the 
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school-house at the corner of the grove, conspicuous to’ every one passing 
by it on either road. It is inscribed with the following words:- 


FALLS MONTHLY MEETING 
OF FRIENDS 
1683-1933 
The first Falls Meeting House 
built here in 1690 
on 6 ecres given by 
SAMUEL BURGES 
- the second house, 1728 
The third, present House, to left, 1789 
The fourth, present House, to right, 1841 
HERE 
WILLIAM PENN 
attended and presched 
when residing et his countryseat 
Pennsbury, 5 miles southeast 
1699 = 1701 


Above and below these words are two seals, both showing the Penn coat of 
erms, the upper being the seal of Bucks County, the lower that of the 
Friends' Historical Associetion. 

An eleborate historical pageant called "Pennsbury Days and Falls 
Meeting in 1701," prepared by Henry T. Moons was given with well deserv- 
ed appleuse. 

Quoting from the historicel paper prev eene for tual occasion by Jane 
Moon Snipes, the following extract is of vitel interest:- 

"In 1733 Friends asked permission to repair the old meeting-house for 
e@ schoolhouse. This was granted and a school for the benefit of poor chil- 
dren wes established. The lest of four successive schoolhouses on this 
property, built in 1801, is attached to this meeting house. The oldest 
inhabitents tell us that even after the public-school system came into 
the township in 1836, this continued to be the only school in this imme- 
diate neighborhood for a number of yeers. With the exception of a few 
years there has been a Friends" school here for 200 yeers." 

NOTE. There is an old femily burying ground in Falls Township, Bucks 4 
County, Pa., which lies between the River Road and the Delawere River, just | 
ebove and opposite Bordentown, NJ. It lies half way between the road and 
the river, all quite isolseted, in the middle of a well cultiveted field, 
on a farm owned in 1876 by J. W. Thompson, now (1934) in the possession of 
John E. Thropp 3rd, of the family of Thropps, iron founders in Trenton, 
New Jersey. 

The plot is about 30X 45 feet outside, and is enclosed by @ durable 
stone well neatly plestered over by a cement coating, which has crumbled 
in a few places. The wall is about 3ift. high. There is a cross-wall that 
pertitions off about 1/3 of the space. In the larger spece two pine trees 
are stending, one being dead, about 40ft. high. New ones of between 2 and 
4 feet have been plented. It is understood that Falls Friends’ Meeting has 
the care of this plot, as the late Henry T. Moon, had the new trees plant- 
ed and the briars and weeds cut. It will miss his loving care. 
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Davis's History says this graveyard was known in Penn's time as 
"the Point", where Henry Gibbs "the Governor's cérpenter," was buried 
in 1685. A neat granite monument ebout 4ft. high has been erected in 
the larger space with the following inscriptions:- 


PEMBERTON 
Within these walls are buried 
Agnes, Wife of Immenuel Herrison 
Born 1601 Died Aug. 6, 1687 
Her son — James Harrison 
Born 1628- Died Oct. 6, 1687 
His wife Anne (Heath) Harrison 
b- Feb.13-1623-4 D.Mar. 5 1689-90 
Their child Phoebe 
wife of Phiness Pemberton 
BeApril 7,1660 D. Oct.30,1696 
Ralph Pemberton 
B. Jan. 3-1610-11 D. July 17,1687 
His son Phineas Pemberton 
B. Jan.30,1649-50 D. Mar. 1,1705 
Five of his children 
May 11 1682 Joseph Nov 1702 
Feb 3 1686-7 Samuel Jen 23 1691-2 
Feb 26 1689-90 Phoebe May 30 1698 
July 15 1694 Ralph Nov 16 1694 
Apr. 7 1696 Phineds Junior 1701 
Here also rest their Friends 
Roger Longworth B 1631 - D Aug 7 1687 
Lydia Warmby B 1640 - D Sept 3 1695 


FEA HH IH HIE 
Erected by Henry Pemberton 1905 


In the smaller plot isa smaller stone with the following :- 


Sacred to the memory of 
Sereh Stirling 
wife of 
John Stirling 
Dec 8 1848 
In the 67 year of 
her age 
Born in Greenshields Parish. 
of Bellymaney County of 
Antrim Ireland. She was a 
member of the Covenanted 
Church whose fore-fathers shed 
their blood for the cause of Christ 
Therefore are they before the 
Throne of God 
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It was on the 24th of April, 1934, that the compiler of these histori- 4 
eal sketches was privileged to visit the "Pemberton Graveyard" in com- | 
pany with J. Wilmer Lundy of Newtown, Pa.. He copied the above epitaph 
from the stones end provided the historical notes accompanying the in- 
scription. 


AETHER RET HTE 
LAMBERTVILLE - 


An Indulged Meeting under Solebury Meeting. 
Meeting House  DuLLtie s a cimelees «ects ae ceeLore 
Meeting esteblished sive sca s sees sec ce ns leole 
Méeetine- discontinued. save cc's o's s se s's oe GOs 
Location. ...ccccceresee ehembertville, N. J. 


KHIKKIKK KEKE KI 


Lembertville, the largest town in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, is q 
locsted in the extreme southern part, in West Amwell Township, on the east © 
benk of the Delawere River, opposite New Hope on the Pennsylvenia side, to | 
which it is connected by a fine iron bridge spanning the stream. It was | 
incorporeted as a borough, March 1, 1849, is sixteen miles above Trenton, 
and is s thriving business town closely shut in by Goat Hill, a prominent j 
elevation of ground to the eastwerd. In 1930 it is not a Quaker community, § 
but in the eerly days of the settlement there were many of the Society of | 
Friends who lived in the township, and descendants now bearing the femily A 
nemes, but not professing the Quaker religion, still make up the popula- — 
tion of the town and township, at least partly so. Among those nemes is 
the femiliar one of Holcombe. In the "History of Hunterdon County, N.J.," 
by Jemes P. Snell, 1881, is the following:- 

"Frequent mention is made of the Holcombes in the records of the 
Buckingham's Friends' Meeting. So fer beck as 1728 the neme of Jacob Hol- 
combe appears on a marriage certificate. In the records of 1735 we find | 
the names of John, Thomas, and Samuel Holcombe. The certificate of marri- | 
age of Semuel Wilson, of Amwell, and Rebecca Canby, of Buckinghem, in 
1730, has in its list of signers the name of John Holcombe. Other certif- | 
icates bear as witnesses the nemes of Mery, Rebecca, and Susanna Holcombe. 4 
The only descendant of Jacob Holcombe of whom we heve any knowledge is 
John Dilts, of Lembertville." 

From the seme History is also this bit of information:- "Richard 
(Holcombe) lived and died in the stone house erected by his father (John 
Holcombe). In that house Gen. Washington and his staff found shelter, and 
Richard was their host. He died in the '12th month, 1783." He left £5 
to the Buckinghem Meeting, of which he was a member. His widow rode in 
his funeral procession to Buckingham, on horseback." 

In the county history it is also mentioned thet one of the early pro- 
prietors “and, possibly the first settler of Amwell, was John Reeding, 
feather of the Governor. He was @ Queker, and one of those who left Eng- 
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land on account of persecution. With his wife, Elizabeth, he emigrated 
to America and settled in Gloucester, N.J., previous to 1683, as he was 
a member of the council which met at Burlington in that year. He settled 
in old Amwell above Lambertville, in what is now Delaware township, not 
long after 1703, but in what precise year is not known." 

In the early days of West New Jersey's history, a Friends' Meeting 
was kept at Amwell under the care of Chesterfield Monthly Meeting, in Bur- 
lington Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. Dr. Ezra Michener records 
this fact in his "Retrospect of Early Quakerism", where he states that it 
_was kept at the house of John Stephenson in 1727, and that it was discon- 
tinued long before he wrote his book (1860). This was most likely in An- 
well Township of Hunterdon County, since meetirigs were named from town- 
ships, and the meeting indicated was called Amwell and Hunterdon County 
in New Jersey is the only county of the state having a township so named. 

However, in later years when a Friends’ Meeting was established at 
Lambertville, it was an Indulged Meeting under the care of Solebury Month- 
ly Meeting, and emerged from the New Hope Meeting which had been orgeniz- 
ed in 1865 and met at New Hope, Solebury Township, Bucks County, Pa. From 
New Hope the meeting was transferred to Lambertville about 1879 or 1880, 
being reported to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in 1881 that it already con- 
vened on the New Jersey side of the river. Walter F. Hayhurst, a member of 
the Society of Friends living in Lambertville in 1930, says "Later a meet- 
ing was regularly held in a small room in Lyceum Hall. About this time the 
school building on York Street was purchased by Joseph Smith, Reuben P. Ely 
and Amos Smith and Richard H. Vanhorn and the meeting was held for some 
years in a smali room in thet building. After the school-room ceased to 
be occupied for that purpose the Meeting was held in the main room of the 
building and while so occupied a contribution was asked for and received 
out of the funds of the Yearly Meeting for Meeting House purposes. This 
request was made through the Monthly Meeting and a record of it must be on 
the minutes. Also Richard Vanhorn and Lydiana Venhorn were appointed over- 
seers. It was understood that they had particularly to do with the meeting 
et Lambertville, although I do not know what the record upon your minutes 
will show in this respect. By mutual consent of the attenders of the meet- 
ings mo meeting has been held since 9th Mo. 1909." x 

The Lyceum Hall, in which Friends held their meeting for awhile, is 
located on Coryell Street but has been remodeled and in 1930 is occupied 
by the plumbing business of S. J. McGowan, 63 Coryell St. 

The school building on York Street, built in 1870, known for some 
years as the Lambertville Friends' Meeting House, and to which the Meeting 
moved about 1895, is a frame structure with a tower at one corner, all in 
a good state of repair in 1930; it is in possession of the Kalmia Club, a 
women's fraternity of Lembertville. Close to it, on the open plot of soil 
between the Club and George Street, is the Soldiers’ Monument, the erect- 
jon of which in 1870 was due to the influence of the Ladies' Soldiers Aid 
Society. Between the monument and the sidewalk on York Street is the S. C. 
- Worman Memorial Fountain placed there in 1917. 
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MAKEFITELD. 


Meeting established...-crceeeseeeee 1750. 
Meeting House built... cocesevcveervelloae 
Preparative Meeting established.....1790. 
Monthly Meeting established.......-.1820. 
Preparative Meeting discontinued....1926. 
Location. .ccssesercoecveeeeDOlington, Pa. 
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On a tablet on the front of Makefield Meeting House it is asserted 
that the Meeting was established in 1750, which of course does not neces- 
sarily refer to the date of the erection of the building. From the follow- 
ing minute of Falls Monthly Meeting made in 1752 it would appear that the 
House was erected during that year:- "The meeting-house st Mekefield being 
so far finished as to be fit to meet in, the Friends there request leave 
to hold their meetings there, both first and week days, &c.3 which request 
is allowed by this meeting." There is no date placed on the walls of the 
Meeting House itself, but the year 1752 is corroberated af Wm. W. He Davis 


in it the following February. The building committee were Benjamin Taylor, 
Joseph Duer, Timothy Smith and Benjamin Gilbert. It was enlarged, 1764, by 
extending twenty feet to the north, at a cost of £120. It was used as an 
hospital while Washington held the Delaware, December, 1776." 

The following article, perhaps written in 1901, was published in the 
Friends' Intelligencer, Third Mo. 21, 1908, which publication asserted it 
was reprinted frem a clipping found in a scrap-book:~ "A minute of Falls 
Monthly Meeting sometime during 1750 reads: ‘The Friends of Makefield, hav- 
ing represented their being heretofore exposed to difficulty in attending 
meeting in the winter season; and this meeting taking the same into consid- | 
eration, does, agreeably to the request of said Friends, consent that there | 
may be held a meeting for worship the first First day in each month at Ben- 
jamin Taylor's and the third First day in each month at Benjamin Gilbert's,' 
Such was the origin of Mekefield Meeting, and it is presumed it was held 
at the houses of the members about three or four years. 

"'On the fifth day of the month called March, 1753,‘ Thomas Harvey of 
Mekefield, conveyed a tract of land ‘on the road from Yardley's Ferry to 
Wrightstown,' containing one acre and eighteen perches, to Henry Harveye, 
Abraham Harvey, Bernard Taylor, Joseph Duer, Timothy Taylor, and Richard 
Whiteacre, to be held in trust, ‘by the direction and appointment of the 
members or persons belonging to the Monthly Meeting of the people called 
Quakers at the Fells township in the County of Bucks aforesaid for the ben- 
efit use and behoof of the poor people of the said Quakers belonging to the | 
said meeting forever, and for a place to erect and continue a meeting house; | 
and to bury their dead.' The original house was probably used over 30 years 
before the addition was built. In 1788 one acre of land was added to the or- | 
iginal tract through the bequest of Joseph Harvye. This constituted the or- | 
iginal burying-ground, which was added to by purchese upon the West from 
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Williem Hill in 1824 and on the East from Rachel Stapler in 1853. The 

old burying ground was first inclosed by a high boerd fence, but after the 
lest purchase in 1853, the whole lot was inclosed by @ good stone wall cap- 
ped with boerds. Thirty years of rain end sunshine sufficed to demolish 
this frail covering, and in 1886 the boards were repleéced by a neat end 
substantial stone capping. ; 

"From the data at hand it eppears that the open sheds were built a- 
bout 1800, the worshippers previous to thet time having mostly come on 
horsbeck, making the inclosed stable and horse block necessities of their 
‘time. About 43 years ago the house, a portion of which was then over a 
hundred years old, was thoroughly overheuled plestered end re-roofed, un- 
der the supervision of a committee consisting of Mahlon K. Taylor, Benja- 
min Beans, and perheps others. The old stable for saddle horses which 
stood directly west of the meeting house, wes demolished et this time and 
the sheds adjoining it removed to their present position, and all of them 
new roofed, the bill of repairs emounting to about $1,700." 

Robert T. Ely of Washington Crossing, Pa., in 1929, provides the fol- 
lowing additional informetion concerning the history of Makefield Meeting 
House:- "In 1861 the meeting house wes thoroughly overhauled, plastered on 
the outside and reroofed, end the porticoes on the south and west added." 

This decides the date when the foregoing "scrap-book" article was 
written. 1904 is nesrer the time than 1901. 

Makefield Meeting, taking its name from the township in which it is 
situated, e neme possibly a corruption of Macclesfield, or Maxfield as it 
was written in the will of Henry Marjorum, is ® Monthly Meeting of Bucks 
Quarter of Philedelphia Yearly Meeting of the Hicksite brench of Friends. 
The Meeting House is located on the outskirts of the little villege of Do- 
lington in Bucks County, Pa., and shows pleasantly by the roadside with 
several trees round about it to provide shade and coolness in the summer 
season. It was built of stone and hes been rough-cast and is kept bright 
with a covering of light-colored paint. At its back, and back of the sheds, 
is the oblong-shaped graveyard kept within the bounds of Friends’ Discipline 
with no undue show of extravagance. Among those who rest there are members 
of the femilies of Lovett, Potts, Briggs, Taylor, Yardley, Balderston, Cad- 
wallader, Pickering, Eyre, Worstell, Rohr, Stradling and Watson. 

The Meeting at Makefield was an indulged meeting under the care of 
Falls Monthly Meeting, until about 1790 when it was created a Preparative 
Meeting. It still remained a brench of Fells Monthly Meeting until 1820, 
when, uniting with Newtown Preparative Meeting, Makefield Monthly Meeting 
wes established; it then met and continued to meet alternately at Mekefield 
and Newtown until a Monthly Meeting was set up at the latter plece in 1926. 

Makefield Meeting appears to have been singularly fortunate in its 
choice of trustees, “having had but four sets of them during the 150 years 
of its existence. Those appointed in 1824 served 48 years and four of the 
set survived to execute the new deed of trust, namely, Jonethan Pexon, Ben- 
jamin Teylor, Semuel Buckman, end Thomas Betts. The present trustees, (1901. 
appointed in 1872, are Semuel C. Cadwallader, Bercley Eyre, S. Cery Harvey, 
Algernon S. Cedwalleder, and Robert Eastburn, one, James Palmer, having de- 
ceased." 
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MIDDLETOWN. 


Harly called ..++..-++.+.--Nashaminy. 
Meeting established.......+--..-h682. 
Monthly Meeting established.....1683. 
First Meeting House built.......1690. 
Neme changed to Middletown......1706. 
Third Meeting House built.......1793. 
Orthodox Meeting House built....1842. 
Orthodox Meeting House sold.....1910. 
Location, ,555555559999 ssanghorne, Pa. 
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Middletown, quite frequently called Langhorne Friends' Meeting by way 
of distinguishment from Middletown in Delaware County, Pa., is situated 
on West Maple Avenue in Langhorne, formerly Attleborough, Bucks County, 
Pa. It is a Monthly Meeting of Bucks Quarter of the Hicksite Yearly Meet- 
ing of Philadelphia. The Meeting House is a good-sized building, prominent jf 
both by reason of its fine location and its impressive and pleasing appear- 4 
ance. With spacious grounds finely shaded by lofty trees, it sets back 
from the street, facing the south, as do so many other Friends' Meeting 
Houses built in the earlier days. On its eastern gable is the date of e- 
rection, 1793, while its doors and windows show the old-time Quaker archi- 
tecture. Views from the House down the sloping grounds to the street are 
country-like and pretty, so also a glimpse towards the large sunny buriel- 
ground where sleep many, who, in days that are gone, worshiped within the 
‘walls of the old Meeting House. A third of the graveyard is bare of memor- 
ial stones, being the old section wherein lie the earliest members of the 
community who lived and died in the days when Friends put no stones to F 
mark the resting places of their dead. In the remainder of the yard, to the } 
east and north, are many headstones. Among the names seen on the markers 
are those of the families of Ambler, Biles, Gillam, Gillingham, Grahame, t 
Ivins, Knight, Longshore, Mitchell, Newbold, Satterthwaite,- Tomlinson, Wel- | 
ton and Wildman. The graveyard is between the Meeting House and the Friends' | 
School-house in which an elementary school is still kept in 1929, under the 4 
care of the Meeting, as it has been for many years in the past. Formerly ~ 
another school belonged to Middletown Meeting; it is referred to in J. H. 
Battle's "History of Bucks County, Pa.," 1887:- 

"An important adjunct of the Society, a Friends' school for girls, was 
conducted for many years. It was esteblished by the ‘Middletown Boarding 
School Association’ in 1835, but was suspended for a time and passed out 
of possession of the original owners. Israel J. Graham conducted it with 
great success from 1862 to 1867, when the property known as Bellevue In- 
stitute was purchased by William T. Seal. It was hought in 1682 by Mr. A. 
D. Byles, who has converted it into a summer boarding-house. The school 
was widely patronized during Mr. Crahem's management." 

Israel J. Grahame, born Oct. 28, 1819, died Nov. 25, 1899, ahd his~ 
wife, Jane P. (Foulke) Grahame, born Nov. 18, 1822, died May 31, 1904, who 
conducted Bellevue Institute, were both buried in the Friends' Graveyerd 
et Langhorne. 
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A short distance from Bellevue Institute on Bellevue Avenue, near the 
top of Attleboro Hill, is the residence of Ernest Gamble, a handsome 
dwelling at the back of a fine lawn. This building was formerly the Orth- 
odox Friends' Meeting House, closed from lack of membership to keep it 
up, end sold in 1910. From its size it seems to indicate that the Ortho- 
dox Branch in the vicinity of Lenghorne was once very strong in numbers, 
for the fine stone dwelling of Ernest Gemble is nearly es large as the 
Hicksite Meeting House on Meple Avenue. 

Middletown Friends’ Meeting was originally called Neshaminy in 1682, 


and Samuel Smith records thet "Meetings for worship were first settled at 


Neshaminy in 1682, and held at the houses of Nicholas Waln, John Otter, 
and Robert Hell, till 1690, when their first meeting-house was built." 
Ezra Michener states, "This meeting, being first held ‘about Neshaminy, ' 
was hence called ‘Neshaminy Meeting.’ It was first mentioned as Middle- 
town Meeting in 1706, and so continues." This Meeting as a Preparative 
Meeting was settled in 1722, but es a Monthly Meeting it dates eerlier 
to 1683, as the following minute of Philadelphise Yearly Meeting indi- 
cates: - 

“At the Yearly Meeting held et Philedelphia, in the seventh month, 
1683, it was then agreed thet the seid Monthly Meeting (at the Falls) 
should be divided into two parts; the one to be held about Neshaminy, &c." 

"At our Monthly Meeting, holden et Nicholas Waln's, the first day of 
the eleventh month, 1683." 

"1857.- Bucks Querter reports thet Middletown Monthly Meeting will, 
in future, be held alternetely at Middletowm and Bristol." -(Yearly Meet- 
ing.) 

In the "History of Bucks County, Pa.," by Williem W. H. Devis, 1894, 
there is some interesting deta respecting Middletown Friends* Meeting, as 
follows:- "The Middletown meeting, next to Falls, is the oldest in the 
county. Meetings for worship were first held at the house of Nicholas 
YWelne, John Otter and Robert Hell, 1682. The first monthly meeting was 
held at Walne's, December 1, 1684, (this does not agree with the preced- 
ing minute which most likely is the correct date) and next eat Hall's, where 
Friends were to bring the dates of their births and marriages. They met 
sometimes et widow Hayhurst's, who lived across Neshaminy in Northampton. 
Nicholes Walne end Thomas Atkinson were the first delegates chosen from 
Middletown to the Yearly Meeting, September 2, 1684. It was called Nesh- 
aminy until 1706. 

"The first meeting-house wes built by Thomas Stackhouse, 1690, at & 
cost of £26 19g. 5d., and £10 additional for a stable. One light of glses 
wes put in each lower window, 1698, muslin or oiled paper being probably 


-used in the others. Martin Wildman wes appointed to cleen the house and 


meke the fires et an annual salary of 20 shillings for the first year, and 


six shillings additional for the next...The first marriage recorded wes 


that of Henry Paxson, whose wife died at sea, to Margery Plumley, August 


»*.13, 1684. There were only forty-seven marriages at Middletown from 1684 
- to 1700, less than three a yeer." 


- Davis, in his "History of Bucks County" does not meke any reference 


‘' to the second and third Meeting Houses at Middletown. In Bettle's "History 
*. of Bucks County," published in 1887, it is mentioned that "The first meet- 


ing-house was built in 1690, near Neshaminy creek, a mile west of Lang- 
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horne, whither it wes removed in 1734, the present house in the town be- | 
ing the third. Both brenches of the society are represented here." This 4 
last sentence indicates that Orthodox Friends were still holding their 
meetings at Langhorne as late as 1887. ; 
"The meeting house," writes Semuel C. Eastburn of Langhorne in 1929, % 

"wes built in 1841 end 1642. About 1900 the attendance became too small i 
for orgenizetion and it was put in charge of Fells Meeting. The prepara- 
tive and monthly meetings had been 'laid down' some time before. About 
1910 the house needing repairs and only one femily (our ow) attending, | 
end often awey, with our assent, the trustees sold it at public sale, and | 
the year following, built to it and remodelled it into the present dwell- 4 
ing, and some yeérs later sold it to Mr. Gemble." 


AERATED IA E 
NEW HOPE. 


Indulged Meeting under.....Solebury. 
Meeting organized. ...2eecsee+eelh65.~ 
Merged into Lembertville.......1&81l. 
Discontinued, tes is.cie-s wacte sie o.0 L909. 
Locetion...eeeeeeeeeeee New Hope, Pa. 
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A small meeting existed at New Hope on the Delawere River in Solebu- ~ 
ry Township of Bucks County, Pa., for a number of years. It wes an Indulg- } 
ed Meeting and was reported to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in 1865 as be- . 
ing already established. The wording of that report wes as follows:- 

"Bucks informs....that an indulged meeting has been established at 
New Hope, for the accommodation of Friends at thet place and Lembertville, 
New Jersey, to convene on First day morning at 10 o'clock; and also that 4 
‘Set the meeting et Pennsbury (a brench of Falls Monthly Meeting) has # 
been discontinued, and the members thereof attached to Falls Perticulaer 
Meeting." To the next Yearly Meeting (1866) & second report announced the 
time of its meeting was changed from 10 to 10.30 o'clock. 

Once more in the Yearly Meeting Extrects it is recorded that in 1881 
"Solebury Meeting informs thet the indulged Meeting formerly held at New 
Hope, hes been chenged to Lembertville, and meets at half-past 10 o'clock 
on Firstday mornings.” 

The following communicetion from Williem W. Hurley of New Hope, clerk 
of Solebury Monthly Meeting in 1928, provides a concise history of the 
New Hope Meeting of Friends, which it eppears, though now discontinued, hae | 
not at the present time, 1929, been officially “laid down." 

"The indulged meeting et New Hope under the care of Solebury Monthly 
Meeting was started— 1865 and wes held in a building know as the 'Lect- 3 
ure Room' locsted at the New Hope end of the river bridge on the south side, | 
Building has been removed and the site is now used by the joint commission 
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of Pennsylvania and New Jersey for the storage of lumber for repairing bridg- 


"This meeting wes never formally laid down but leter meetings were 


} held in Lambertville in private houses end for e time in the building now 


owned by the Kalmia Club on York St. 
‘ "Walter F. Heyhurst, Lembertville, N. J., was asked by our meeting to 
_ look up the history of these indulged meetings end he made a report to our 
| meeting, a copy of which I enclose and hope it will be of interest to you 
end probebly convey some information. Yours &c. Wm. W. Hurley." 


WALTER F. HAYHURST'S REPORT. 


"As directed I have examined the Meeting Books on file at the Newtown 
Netional Bank and I find that on the 7th Mo. 2d 1665 an indulged meeting 
has been established for the accommodation of Friends of that place and 
Lembertville to convene on First dey mornings at 10 o'clock. This was an 
extrect from answer to 9th query and the record shows that on the 8th Mo. 
llth, 1864, a request wes made for permission to hold an indulged meeting, 
and thet on 3rd Mo. lst, 1865, permission was granted to hold the meeting 
in the building known as the ‘Lecture Room’ at New Hope, and Jeremiah Hey- 
huret was appointed overseer. I exemined the records as found in the Meet- 
ing Book at the Bank to 4th Mo. llth, 1879, when the record closes and I 
do not find thet the meeting wes ever laid down or discontinued. 

"From my personel recollection I can sey that the principal supporters 
of this meeting were Robert Ely and my Father (Jeremiah Hayhurst) and their 
families, and thet after Robert Ely's death frequently meetings were held 
with no one in attendance but my father and myself, and after a time the 
meetings ceased to be held and were occasionally held in the homes of 
Friends in Lambertville. 

"Leter a meeting was regulerly held in a small room in Lyceum Hall. A- 
bout this time the school building on York Street was purchased by Joseph 
Smith, Reuben P. Ely and Amos Smith and Richard H. Vanhorn and the Meeting 
was held for some years in a small room in that building. After the school- - 
room ceased to be occupied for that purpose the Meeting was held in the 
main room of the building and while so occupied a contribution was asked 
for and received out of the funds of the Yearly Meeting for Meeting House 
purposes. This request was made through the Monthly Meeting end a record of 
it must be on the minutes. Also Richard Vanhorn and Lydiana Vanhorn were 
appointed overseers. It wes understood that they had particularly to do 
with the meeting at Lembertville, although I do not know what the record 
upon your minutes will show in this respect. By mutual consent of the at- 
tenders of the meeting no meeting has been held since 9th Mo. 1909. 

"Whether the meeting was officially a part of Solebury Monthly Meet- 
ing and whether it should be officially discontinued may not be of very 
, great importance. I think, however, it will be entirely proper that re- 
_ cord as above shall be made in some mannor. 

"T might also add thet in the Friends’ Almanac and Year Book this meet- 
ing hes been named an indulged Meeting for several years. 

Very Respectfully, 
Walter F. Hayhurst." 
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To photograph that which will represent the Lecture Room of New Hope # 
where Friends in by-gone times held their New Hope Meeting from 1865 to X 
1881, means simply to photograph the surroundings of the site of the build- | 
ing wherein the Lecture Room was located, for the structure is gone and a 
the Joint Commission Office in 1930 stands on or near the .spot. A few rag- 
ged trees et the rear of the present building look as though they were 
relics of the Meeting days. Bridge Street is in front of the place and the | 
Lambertville Bridge, spanning the Delaware River, is close at hand. The on- @ 
ly buildings in 1930 that are left connected with the history of :New Hope 
Meeting are located in the town of Lambertville on the opposits New Jer- 
sey side of the river. One is the Lyceum Hall on Coryell Street, now re- : 
modeled at the street front, the other the Kalmia Club on York Street, for- | 
merly called the Friends' Meeting House and even now quite well-knowm as 
such. It has undergone little change in its outward appearance. 


EAI 
NEWTOWN. 


Meeting established......esseeeeeees lA. 
Preparative Meeting established.....1817. 
Meeting: House. built so... ev acords ee oes sl Glos 
George School established.....+++.+-1893. 
Boarding Home established....++++e++l1900. 
Monthly Meeting established.........1926. 
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On Court Street in the middle of William Penn's "New Town" in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, is the Hicksite Friends' Meeting House bearing no 
visible date on its outward walls, but built in 1817. Its surrounding 
grounds are roomy but not extensive, well shaded with trees, among which 
the buttonwood, so frequently found about Friends' meeting houses, is to 
be noticed. The greveyard, also small, is directly in front of the Meet- 
ing House, and therein may be read the family names of Hicks, Brown, Lee- 
dom, Eyre, Pickering, Pine, Penrose, Lovett, Buckman, Linton, Stradling, 
Schofield, Twining, Stokes and Briggs, some of whom, in the days of the 
past, have, as individuals, figured conspicuously in the annals of the 
Meeting. ; 

With en end toward the street, the front faces the south, the Meet- 
ing House has a long porch with the usual two doors opening, one to the 
"men's end" the other to the "women's end" just as is generally the cus- 
tom in long and large meeting houses. At the back of the House, at one 
side of the grounds, is a row of wagon-sheds, and the general appearance 
of the house, grounds, and graveyard attests to the good attention and 
care paid to the property by the Meeting. One old buttonwood by the gate 
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within the Burial Ground, shows Nature's care for adornment in the clump 
of rank periwinkle (Vinca minor) that has grown in & dense mass about it. 

Newtown Meeting is next to the youngest of the meetings, excluding 
the discontinued New Hope Meeting, in Bucks Quarter of Philadelphia Year- 
ly Meeting, and was established in 1815, when, quoting from Yzra Michen- 
er's “Retrospect of Harly Quekerism":- "Middletown Monthly Meeting grant- 
- ed Friends of Newtown the indulgence of a meeting for worship on first and 
third days, in the year 1815. Two years after, the meeting was establish- 
' ed with the privilege of a preparative meeting, which was then joined to 
Wrightstown. When Mekefield Monthly wes opened in 1820, Newtown Prepera- 
tive became a constituent thereof." 

The information in the following clipping taken from the Friends’ In- 
telligencer, Twelfth Month 22nd, 1906, was supplied by Thaddeus S. Kender- 
dine of Newtown? Pe. 

"Makefield Monthly Meeting since 1820 has been made up of two branch- 
es—- the Preparative Meeting of Makefield, held at Dolington, and thet of 
Newtown. The first was set off from Fallsington in 1750, and its meeting 
house finished two years leter. The second wes granted by Middletown in 
1815, and, as a preparative meeting, joined to Wrightstown. It was held in 
the old Newtown Court House until 1818 when the present meeting house was 
built. Two years later the business meeting was detached and joined to 
Mekefield in a monthly meeting of that title. The Dolington Branch has 
connected with it the 'Indulged Meeting' of Yardley, which was granted in 
TBST. 

Of later ecclesiastical history of Newtown Meeting, Robert T. Ely 
of Washington Crossing, Pa., writes in May, 1929,- "In 1926 Newtown Month- 
ly Meeting was established and the preparetive meeting at Makefield laid 
down." 
Neer Newtown Meeting House, belonging to Bucks Quarterly Meeting, is 
the Friends' Boarding Home loceted at Centre Avenue and Congress Street. In 
the Friends’ Intelligencer, Ninth Month 23rd, 1899, appeared the following 
notice:- "If the Quarterly Meeting or its friends will rsise the sum of 
$10,000 for an endowment fund, the income of which shall be used for the 
purpose of. assisting in paying the necessary expenses of a Boarding Home 
for Friends of limited means, he will trensfer to the Quarterly Meeting 
as a separate body for holding the title and the endowments, a large lot 
of land well adapted for the purpose, cemtrally located, to accommodate 
Friends belonging to Bucks Quarter, and near Friends' meeting-house, in 
Newtown, Bucks county, Pa., on which it is erected, and now being finish- 
ed, &® large and substantial stone building, fully equipped with all the 
necessary modern improvements and conveniences to accommodate about twen- 
ty-five or more inmates as boarders, and their needed attendants." 

The Boarding Home alluded to in the foregoing badly worded adver- 
tizement, was erected by Edward M. Paxson of Philadelphia, as a memorial 
to his parents, Thomas and Ann Johnson Paxson, completed in 1900, and 

transferred to Bucks Quarterly Meeting on Third Month 3rd, 1900. 
One mile from Newtown, but not under the care of that particular 
meeting, is the George School, a boarding school for boys and girls “es- 
tablished in 1893 in accordance with the will of John M. George, of Ovor~ 
brook, Pa., a member of Radnor Monthly Meeting of Friends, who left the 
greater part of his estate to erect and maintain a ‘boarding school for 
the education of children, members of the Society of Friends, and such 
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others as a committee appointed by the Yearly Meeting may think proper.'" 
The committee having George School in charge, consists of forty-one mem- 
bers appointed by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. The location of the school 
is charming. It stands at the summit of a high elevation of land over- 
looking the surrounding country, has an extensive campus in front of its 
collection of sixteen buildings erected along the edge of a tract of 
woodland, and has a school estate of two hundred and twanty-seven acros 
of land. It accommodates three hundred students of high school age who 
may prepare for college or not as they choose. Friends' meetings are held 
at George School during the school session. 
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Meeting sometimes called ...Penn's Manor. 
Meeting OrzeanizaderccrcrrcerveccevereelGl4te 
Meeting established .....ssesseeeeee 1818. 
Meeting House built....-sccceceeees 1813. 
Meeting discontinusd. oc eceroeseeereel860~ 
Meeting House soldeccsoscceeses ose elIQ0e0 
Location... ..«<ssecesseerenn’'s Manor, Pa. 
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Pennsbury, as called from the township in which it is located, or 
Penn's Manor, as it has frequently been denominated by reason of its close 
association with the little village of that name, was a constituent of 
Falls Monthly Meeting. It was established or organized in 1814 as the fol- 
lowing minute of Falls Monthly Meeting shows:- "1814.- The coumittse ap- 
pointed to take into consideration the subject proposed by Friends in the | 
neighborhood of John Comfort's, respecting their holding an indulged meet- | 
ing there, have all, except one, met with the applicamts, and weightily 
considered the subject; and it appears to be the prevailing sense of the 
committee that an indulged meeting be granted them, under the care of a 
committee; to be held in the schoolhouse in said neighborhood;....which 
was generally united with by the meeting, and Joseph Taylor, &c., appoint- 
ed to attend the opening, and extend such care as may appear to them need- 
pays ae . 

Here ere two other minutes from the same Meeting records bearing on 
the same subject:-"The time for the indulged meeting in Pennsbury Manor 
being expired, the members now request to have a preparative meeting es- 
tablished there, entitled Pennsbury, to be held on Sth day. This is signed 
on behalf of the meeting, 3d Mo. 26th, 1818, by Jonathan Burton, Joshua 
Woolston, Ann Ivins, Lydia Woolston and Latitia Burton." 

"Minute of the Quarterly Meeting, dated 28th of 5th Mo. 1818, estab- 
lishing Pennsbury Meeting, to be held first and fifth days; the meeting 
for worship to begin at the eleventh hour." 

Pennsbury Meeting erected its Meeting House in 1818, a goodly sized 
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building of brown stone, facing the south &s was customery among the 


- early Friends. This House, which in 1929 is used for another purpose, is 


still standing, but the Meeting failed to live a hundred years and showed 
signs of dacay even before three-quarters of that tima hed passed. The 


two following notes quoted from the Friends' Intelligencer, present a 


couple of picturas of Pennsbury during its later history. The first, 
Tenth Mo. 30, 1886, appeers to haves been @ special meeting well attended; 
the second, Third Mo. 28, 1891, speaks of a visit made by the eminent min 
ister, Re S. Haviland. 

1. "On the 24th inst., fifteen Friends from Philadelphis and Bristol 
members of the Penmsylvania Peace Society, attended the Friends’ Meeting 
et Penn's Manor. The masting-houss was well filled, and the communication 
very acceptable. &t 3 o'clock the visitors held & peace meeting at the 
house of Ym. Penn Crozer, which is on the foundation and on the farm wher 
William Penn lived, and this was the two hundred and fourth anniversary o 
his landing. Tne house is on the Delaware river, end there are many in- 
teresting relics remaining." 

2. "First-day morning George Justice and wife went with us to Penns- 
bury Meeting which was well attended. An excellent feeling prevailed and 
the greetings after meeting were cordial and friendly. This mseting is re 
ularly kept up on First-day mornings by those not in manbership, but evin 
ing the true spirit of the Friends, and would add strength to our Society 
if brought into full membership. I heave long felt that something more of 
loving interest and earnest effort was needed on our part as members to 
gather to us those who ere Friends at heart, and whose uniting with ua 
would bring mutual strength to us and them. If we have in possession that 
which we enjoy ourselves and which we believe to be true and goody, why 


‘not invite others to enjoy it with us?" 


Ultimately Pennsbury was discontinued and the Mesting House used for 
echool purposes as early or before 1912, and about 1925 was purchased by 
the township and converted into a school-house. Therefore some alteration 
were made, doors at the back were walled-up, othsrs at the front changed 
into windows, and other windows added. Notwithstending the alterations th 
building in 1929 still retains some of its Quaker espect, hes its speéciou 
lewn in front, a few grend old trees near the houses, but the cerriage ep- 
proaches across the grounds are almost obscured by grass, and the wagon- 
sheds at the rear are dilapidated and ruinous in the extreme. One of ths 
Meeting House benches hes been placed by the roadside nesr the dwelling 
of the school janitor, at the southeast corner of the grounds. Beck of 
the Meeting House is the well-filled buriel ground enclosed with iron 
fencing that shows many indications of neglect, but still quite besuteous 
in its decay. It is the resting place of many of the nemes of Cheppell, 
Collins, Comfort, Crozer, Eastburn, Ellis, Green, Hance, Headley, Ivins, 
Kemble, Lovott, Malsbury, Palmer, Robins, Sisom, Stokes, Teylor, Thompson 
Watson and others, and their graves in helf the little cemetery are over- 
spreed by a wild growth of violets which in their season of bloom open 
their mourning hues in plenteous profusion in memory of those who sleep s 
soundly beneath them. One of the most recent burials wes thet of “Jane ¥. 
Stokes Born March 15, 1842, Died Feb. 28, 1921." She was the wife ef Jok 
Stokes whose headstone next to here records, "Died Nov. 17, 1913 aged 76 
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yeers. Private Co. F. 104 Reg. Pa. Vol." Close by their graves is the 
fallen remains of an old cherry tree, rotted by age. Here at Pennsbury, 
vegeteble disorgenization, seemingly goes hand in hand with human decay, 
but the old stone house still holds its memories of its past Quaker his- 
tory. 

On the 24th of April, 1934, a second visit was made to Pennsbury in 
company with J. Wilmer Lundy‘of Newtown, Pa., the compiler of these his- 
torical notes owing the visit to him. Both were interested in the place 
and noticed among other chenges, that the dilapidated wagon-sheds had en- } 
tirely disseppeared and the yard where they hed stood was neatly cleaned 
of all traces of the old building. The site of William Penn's Manor 
House on the Delaware was another point of interest investigeted on this | 
visit. Recent excavetions where the mansion once stood have uncovered the | 
basement walls and the brick floor which prove interesting in the extreme, | 
Portions of the protecting walls of the terrace fronting the river still @ 
remain of Penn's country seat of over two centuries ago and claim the at- % 
tention of antiquaries of the present time. rt 

The following interesting note is found in J. H. Battle's "History | 
of Bucks County, Pa.," 1887, relating to Williem Markham, Deputy Governor } 
and Commender-in-chief of the Province of Pennsylvania, and also a cousin | 
to William Penn:- 

"August 1, 1682, Markham purchased the manor from an Indien chief, 
whose right hed not been consulted by previous grantees. It was then know} 
as Sepessing, by which name Welcome creek appears upon Ludstrom's map of | 
1655. There wes also ean island of thet- neme. Penn arrived November 6th of © 
the same year, and the menor seems to have engaged his immediate attention, 
Before leaving England in 1681, Markhem had been directed to select a site 
and build a manor house; he hed brought with him the freme-work, and prob-4 
ably other materials, and it is very likely the work of building was in 4% 
progress when Penn arrived. It must have been pushed rapidly to completion, 
for in March, 1683, Friends' meetings were held ‘at the governor's house.'/ 
On the twenty-first of fifth month, 1683, ‘at Pennsbury', the proprietor | 
issued several commissions......The residence at Pennsbury was destined 
to be of short duration, however; and in November, 1701,Penn sailed for 
England, never to return.... The manor-house became the repository of all | 
the personal effects of the Penn family which remained in this country af-| 
ter their departure (1701)......The property remained untenanted for years, 
and was removed prior to the revolution.....Ths site of the manor-house ' 
end three hundred acres adjoining were purchased in 1792 by Robert Crozier 
in whose family it remeained nearly a century. The present owner (1887) is 
George Warner Usq., of Philadelphia. Of the results of the first propriet-| 
or's labors, the last vastige, the stump of an old and gnarled cherry 
tree, was removed sevenal years ago; a substantial farm-house occupies 
the site of the mansion." 
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PLUMST@AD - 


Meeting organized about....-seee.l727. 
Meeting established.....scecveeell 30. 
Meeting House builtercseesesee rel l52e 
Meeting House remodeled.......-.1875. 
Location noar.....-e+eeesDanboro, Pa. 


HIER KAHKE KHIR IE 


. Plumstead, an Indulged Meeting of Bucks Quarter of Philadelphia Year- 
ly Meeting of Hicksite Friends, was established early, for Samuel Smith 
stateds:~ "In Plumstead, in 1727, Friends held their first meetings in pri- 
vate houses during tha winter season. In 1730, a constant meeting for wor- 


‘ship was there settled. Their meeting-house was built in 1750." Evidently 


Samuel Smith was in error regarding the date of erection of this Meeting 
House for the dete-stone on the building certifies that it wes built in 
1752. This Meeting took its name from the township in which it is loceted, 
the only township in Bucks County that obtained its name from an individu- 
el, a certain Francis Plumstead, who owned considerseble of its aree in his 


ietime, but otherwise he was not especially distinguished. In Bettle's "His- 


tory of Bucks County" is the following brief account of Plumstead Friends' 
Meeting: - 

"As the Friends were the earliest -settlers in Plumstead, their meet- 
ings were the first of a religious character in the township. They met 


‘for worship at private houses as early as the winter of 1727-28, and in 


the autumn of the following year were given leave to meet on first day at 
Thomas Brown's house. Ground for a meeting-house and burial-ground, fif- 
teen acres, was deeded by the Browns to Richard Lundy, Williem Michener, 


. Josiah Dyer, and Joseph Dyer, in trust, at the rate of one shilling per 

acre, January 19, 1730. The site of the meeting-house was selected by a 

~ committee appointed by Buckingham and Wrightstown meetings. A log meeting- 
~ house was built in 1730. The present stone structure replaced it in 1752 


and was used as a hospital in the revolution. It was enlarged in 1876. 
The only burial-ground in the township prior to 1730 of which traces yet 
renein is situsted on the Swamp Road a mile above Cross Keys, in the cor- 
ner of the trect that Christopher Day bought of Clement Dungan in 1708." 
Battle's "History" is in error in steting the Meeting House was en- 


»larged in 1876. It was reduced in size instead. 


In Davis's "History of Bucks County" a little more detail of Plum- 
stead's experience in the Revolutionary War is given:- "During the Revolu- 
tionary war this building was used as an hospital, and marks of blood are 
still upon the floor. Some who died there were buried in a field near by. 
In the fall and winter of 1777 q number of the wounded of the Continental 


‘army were sent to the Plumstead meeting-house. A return of the sick end 


wounded in the hospital, admitted Nov. 25, 26, 27, 30, and Dec. 19, hI Ar Sy AS 


-were 40— died, 2, discharged 10, remaining 28. Sometime thet December 
Dre Francis Allison, senior surgeon, Middle Department, Continental Army, 


removed the wounded of the battle of Germantown to Plumstead meeting-house 
but were removed thence to Lititz by order of “eshington." 
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During the autumn of 1902 Thaddeus 8. Kenderdine of Newtown, Pa., at- 
tended a meeting at Plumstead and then wrote an account of his visit;. 
this was published in the Friends'. Intelligencer; llth Mo. 29, 1902, and 
the following is quoted from that article:- 

"On the tablo-lands of upper central Bucks county, on a turnpike lead- 
ing from Doylestown to Point Pleasant, on the Delaware, six miles from 
the former end five miles from the latter, is Plumstead meeting-house. 
The congregation commencing with a few of the pioneer Friends who made 
their way from Fallsington and then to Buckinghem up to the then wilder- 
ness, increased until the enlarged house was filled. It has now dwindled 
until the continuance of the meeting is a matter of grest concern. The 
causes are the usual ones-—- deaths, emigration, indifference, and open 
desertion from the ancestral faith......%here the northward march of 
Frisnds up the Delaware met the opposite advance of the German element, 
a meeting called Plumstead was established in 1727, a log house for wor- a 
ship built in 1730, to be replaced by one of stone in 1752, which was to 4 
be diminished in size and lowered to one story in 1875. The persistent, 4@ 
plodding encroechnent of this people , their large families, their ability | 
to get a living out of the stubborn soil, slowly but surely brought about 
the conditions now prevailing, when from a membership of sixty, belonging | 
to this meeting fifty years ego, there is now (1902) but fourteen. It was | 
not through the unfriendliness of the encroaching Germans, for the majori- 4 
ty of them were Mennonites conforming to a certain extent in their beliefs, | 
but from that gradual, peeceable aggression, which accomplishes more then | 
direct antagonism..... , 

"Three Newtown Friends visited Plumstead Meeting on First-day, Tenth 
month 26. By trolley to Doylestown, and thence by the partially completed 
Doylestown and Haston Electric Railway, to Danboro, ao mile and a half's 
walk brought us to our destination. The house stands on a ridge overlook- | 
ing the valleys of two streams flowing westward to the Neshaminy, and near | 
whers the watershed slopes towards the Delaware, five miles to the east. 
We found the grounds in a fair condition, and the meeting-house, which I 
had last seen in a state of venerable antiquation, modernized to the ap- 
pearance of an overgrown country school house, and, as it. had been uncar- 
ed for in the twenty-seven years since its remodeling, in its second dot- 
ge. 

"The house had been opened, but no fire made, which, as the weather 
was cold, was a serious matter, but which we overceme. While one of us t 
went to hunt up the care-taker (7?) the others foraged for fuel, as there «: 
was none in stock. This we found in limbs which the kindly sleet-storm of 
the last winter had placed for the emergency on the grounds. With an al- 
most provident match and some dry leaves we soon hed a fire started, and, 
the sexton making his appearance with some solid wood, the searching cold 
was changed to warmth. The wood-stove of ancient pattern which prevailed 
when anthracite was not, still obtains in Plumstead meeting-house. 
"As we had an hour and a quarter to spare before meeting, which, at 
the time it seemed likely we would alone compose, we visited the ancient 
graveyard sloping off to the south, and which contains about an acre and 
a helf of land. From contributions of families buried here, some outside 
the Society, the walls have been put in good shape, and capped with flat 
stone. The graves of the last half-century are well marked with bright 
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marble, among which ere mingled a few stones of granite. Some of these are 
far above the regulation size, notably one of the last number, causing an 
incongruity which is allowed to pass. Two double tombstones excite inter- 
est— one of two aged sisters who died the same day, the other of two lit- 
tle boys who wers drowned together. On the last are hands carved from the 
merble, with fingers pointing upwards to the words 'Of Such Are the Kingdom 
of Heaven,’ a touching sight, but unusual in a Friends' graveyard. There are 
many sunken graves, showing neglect from relatives of the dead. One mound 
was decked with flowers and another had thereon a weather-beaten flag. The 
most recent grave was that of one who had lately died in the Almshouse; a . 
striking sight to me on learning the deceased was an old schoolmate whose 
efter life I had lost sight of. Nearby was another grave of a man of note 
who had left some moans, but whose descendants had left the land of their 
birth without tecking the trouble to mark it. But such is life. The tool- 
house showed en old-fashioned bier such as was in use before handles were 
placed on coffins, and leather straps which had lowered the bodies of the 
dead of Plumstead for generations. 

"The main families buried here are the Fells, Riches, Shaws, Bradshaws, 
Jones, Dyers, Heacocks, Childs, Doanes, Micheners, Goods, Burgesses, Strad- 
lings, Prices, and others, belonging to our Society, as well as some out- 
Bidaservre. 

"By the time we had got through the hic jacets of the graveyard we 
repaired to the meeting-house, which was now comfortably warmed. We were 
glad to find that we would not be the only worshippers. Two were already 
there, and, coming by ones and twos, there were finally oight besides the 
‘strangers within the gates.' The meeting was a silent one, but perhaps 
none the worse for that. | 

"I know of four Friends who were resident ministers of Plumstead mest- 
ing. These were Thomas Brown, son of the first settler of the name, John 
Dyer, Hannah Kirkbride, and Martha Smith. The last left published letters 
behind her. Phoebe Johnson, who lived temporarily in the neighborhood, al- 
so preached in this meeting-house. 

"A small book-case in one corner showed there hed once been a First-day 
school attached to Plumstead. Enquiry showed it was started in 1876, on the 
remodeling of the house, and that, for a while, it was prosperous, the en- 
rollment reaching one hundred. Ezra Michener, the first superintendent, 
served for one year; he was succeeded by Wesley Haldeman, who served five 
yeers. The school succumbed at last to dearth of members’ children and an 
unsympathetic neighborhood. 

"The rebuilding of the meeting-house was done by subscription, partly, 
but mainly from the sale of a timber-tract belonging to the meeting, and 
another belonging to the parent meeting of Buckingham. The north-east end 
was taken away, the house shortened, and the walls of the upper story teken 
down. Some new and comfortable benches were made, but the old ones were 
mainly used. Part of these I noticed were of hemlock, a rare wood in meet- 
ing-house furniture. Why, in the plentitude of white pine and poplar, the 
¢omnon variety used, they should have taken this harsh, splintery wood, is 
past telling. The disused sliding shutters were partially taken to wain- 
scot the walls. These, which for 125 years had been moved up and down at 
business meetings, were now rigid, and some rotting against the damp east 
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walls. Theage of the wood-stove was past finding out, but it was capable 
of getting up a good heat...... BY 
"At the time of the ‘Separation’ but three or four families went with |@ 
the ‘Orthodox’, the most prominent of which were the Riches. They built a 
meeting-house a mile away, in the valley below to the south. They are all |‘ 
passed away. Daniel Rich was the last, and was faithful to the end, some- /F 
times the only one attending meeting. The building reverted to the former \# 
owners of the land." a 
. In 1929 the Orthodox Meeting House, which was a small freme struct- i 
ure, is no longer in existence, having been demolished about thirty years | 
ago. Daniel Rich, who survived it, wes interred in the Friends' Burial 
Ground at Plumstead. In the same place the twin-stone mentioned by Thad- | 
deus S. Kenderdine in 1902 as marking the grave of the two little boys Mi 
who were drowned, is still to be seen. Its peculiarity is yet more notice- @ 
able by the oddity of its inscription: on the top of the stone it reads, “§ 
"Our Son's", and on the face, "Of Such is the Kingdom of Heaven" beneath | 
which are the two hands with fingers pointing upwards; then "Charles P. 
aged 9 Years 2. Months 25 days; James aged 6 Years 11 Months 26 days." 
This is all that shows on the marble. The stone does not appear to have 
sunken much, but it is possible the date of the death and the surname of 
the children may be hidden from view. The boys were sons of Jemes McGin- 
nis. bi A 
In 1929 Plumstead Meeting is very irregularly kept up by the few men- | 
bers of the Society located in the neighborhood, and it is only occeasion- | 
ally the house is opened for religious worship. The Med vars House is in 


joining Buriel Ground, At the scwtiwa ier corner of the well-shaded yard 
is the jenitor's dwelling, property of Plumstead Meeting. A large date- 

stone was put in the western gable of the Meeting House when the remodel- 
ing was done in 1875. It has the words and dates "Plumstead 1752 Rebuilt | 
1875." The House was originelly erected with its front to the south, con- } 
sequently its back is now towards the public road. q 

Besides its connection with the American Revolution, Plumstead has 
another tragic historical romance associated with its story. Outside the » 
well of the Graveyard, at its southeast corner, is the lonely grave of one 4 
of the "Doane boys" who were discreditable sons of a member of the Society | 
of Friends. Quoting from a letter from a Friend living in Newtown, Pa., in § 
1929, we learn that "The Doan boys were outlaws. They robbed some houses ¥% 
in Newtown, also the County Treasurer. They were finally captured and one 
was hanged in Philadelphia, and the poor father, who was a Friend, drove jf 
ell the way down in a cart end brought the body to Plumatead, but the meet-, 
ing would not permit him to be buried inside the graveyard, so he buried {| 
him just outside the wall." 

On the occasion of his first and second visits to Plumstead Meeting 
House, the compiler of these notes did not succeed in finding the grave 
of the Doan boy, but on the 25th of April, 1935, in company with J. Wilmer ¥ 
Lundy of Newtown, Pa., they together searched for and discovered the grave | 
just outsidethe wall near the southeastern corner. It is marked with a 
rude field-stone without name or date upon it. Near the stone a solitary © 
wild-flower, the Bloodroot (Senguinarie Cenedensis) was growing and dis- 
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playing its pretty whit many pointed stars. The compiler took a photo- 
greph of the plent and the stone. 


QUAKERTOWN. 


Meeting orgenized as Bethlehem.......-.A73l. 
Monthly Meeting established........+.+--1744. 
Neme changed to Kingwood... -sesseoeeree sl 747. 
Kingwood Neeting House built. .........1747. 
Preparetive Meeting established........1756. 
Trensferred to Burlington Quarter......1786. 
Transferred to Bucks Quarter..........-1833. 
Neme changed to Quakertown........+++++l659. 
Quekertown Meeting House built.........1862. 
MEGcITNSTALSCONLINUEd cave des ccca eo ce eek GOO. 
LOCATION...» .cceovcveseseeeeQuakortown, N. J» 
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Kingwood Meeting House, now called Quekertown from the name of the 

| villege in which it is located, represents a Friends' Meeting practicelly 
of the past. The following, quoted from Friends' Meeting records and from 
' Ezre Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quakerism", gives the story of its 
» organizetion:- 

} "Quakertown Monthly Meeting (formerly Kingwood; still earlier, Beth- 
| lehom.) 1744.- ‘At our Monthly Meeting, held at Bethlehem, the 10th day of 
the seventh month, 1744." Again, 

‘At our Monthly Meeting, held at Kingwood, the 10th of the first 
month 1748'. =-(Kingwood Monthly Meeting.) . 

"The neme wes changed in 1747, in consequence of a division of the 
township of Bethlehem, &c. The Monthly Meeting wes composed of Kingwood 
and Hardwick meetings; and belonged to Burlington Quarter. In 1759 the 
Vonthly Meeting alternated with Hardwick till 1797, when the latter was 
created a Monthly Meeting with the help of Mendham. 

"In 1786, on the request of Shrewsbury Quarterly Meeting, end with 
their own consent, the Monthly Meetings of Hardwick and Kingwood were 

| treneferred to Burlington Quarter. But, in 1832, Kingwood requested to be 
- joined to Bucks Quarterly Meeting, which was effected in the following 
year. 


"1859.- Bucks Quarterly Meeting informs that the neme of Kingwood 
Monthly Meeting of Friends, has been changed to thet of 'Quekertown Month- 
» ly Meeting of Friends, New Jersey.'" 

"Chesterfield records mention the appointment of overseers for Beth- 
/ hem Meeting so early as the year 1731; and, in 1736, a friend wes named 

» there for another purpose. In 1747, the name was changed to Kingwood, 
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and, in 1859, this name was egain changed to Quekertown. Kingwood Pre- 
perative Meeting was estsblished in 1756." 

Kingwood or Quakertown Meeting House belongs to Hicksite Friends ae 
but the Orthodox branch of the Society have had en interest there as ..\. 4 
this extract from the "Book of Meetings" issued by Arch Street Friends 
ebout 1905, indicates:- 

"Kingwood. About four miles west of Flemington, Hunterdon county, 
N.J. This meeting was laid down et the time of the Separation, but in 
1835 en Indulged Meeting was authorized to be held here in the little 
school-house. This was discontinued in 1842. The Race Street Friends 
hold the old house, which is ordinarily closed. On severel occasions, 
however, it has been used by our Friends visiting the neighborhood un- 
der @ religious concern." a 

Quite an interesting story of Kingwood Meeting is told in the "His- 4 
tory of Hunterdon County, N.J." by James P. Snell, 1881. Like a majority % 
of Friends' Meetings, Kingwood derived its name from the township in P 
which it was located; hence it was Bethlehem until Kingwood Township wes 4 
set apert from the former district. However, it seems never to have ad- i] 
opted the name of Frenklin Township upon the later division of Kingwood, @ 
but took the neme of the town in which it is located. The following is 
the Meeting's story as told in the Hunterdon County History:- : 

"Just when the lands were first taken up end who were the first set-. | 
tlers are questions waiting a satisfactory answer. Theat Franklin wasa | 
Quaker settlement is undisputed, and that portions of it were settled 
soon after 1700 is evident; but exactly when end by WhO may, perhaps, 
never be known. 

"Quekertown was once called Fairview, but the name seems never to ‘ 
have gained general favor. Its present neme is derived from the fact that | 
it was e Queker settlement. It does not appear to have been generally so a 
celled, however, until about the beginning of the present century. 

"The first religious society organized in the township was the : 
Friends' mesting at Bethlehem, then a genersl neme for ell the country ,4 
around. Unfortunately the exact dete of its orgenization cemnot be ascer- J 
tained. The first meeting-house is said (‘Traditions of Our Ancestors’) | 
to have been built of logs, near the site of the present building, be- 
fore 1700, and the second in 1714. This statement is evidently erron- 
eous. The first Monthly Meeting was held on the 'lOth dey of the 7th 
month, 1744,' and from that time to this records more or less complete 
have been preserved. Back of this there is one date positively fixed by 
deed of Jacob Doughty to Semuel Large, Semuel Willson, Edward Rockhill, 
John Stevenson, and Joseph King, deted March 20, 1733, and conveying 
four ecres of land to the said parties, for the uses of the meeting. 
There is no reason to doubt, though there are no records to prove the 
fact, that the first meeting-house was built soon after the dete of this | 
conveyance. At the forst Monthly Meeting, Benjamin Williams and Mercy . 
. Stevenson declared intentions of merriage. Celeb Raper wee made clerk of | 
the meeting. Among the Friends first mentioned in the records are found | 
the names of Kester, Webster, King, Emley, Stevenson, Willson, Williams, 
Lerge, Paxson, Lundy, Doughty, Price, Myers, Coate (or Coats), Atkinson, 
Schooley, etc. 
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"At the Burlington Querterly Meeting held Decembar 12, 1744, permis- 
sion wes given to buiid a new meeting-house at Kingwood, ‘that they al- 
ready have not being lerge enough.’ It was recommended thet it bs built 
of stone, atout 36 feet long and 26 wide in the clear. 

"March 3, 1747, it wes ordered that the following report be made; 
‘That we ere building cur new meeting-house here 39 feet long end 27 feet 
wide, and that we expect by computation that the cost will emount to 150.' 

"This house was burned before it was fully completed, and the Friends 
, were soon egein busy with their building. From the minutes of the Monthly 
‘ Meeting held Feb. 13, 1752, we quote: ‘This meeting appoints Jeremiah Wil- 
liems, Jonsthan Robeson, Joseph King, and Thomas Atkinson to agree with 
suitable workmen to repair the meeting-house of Friends in Kingwood 
(known by the name of Bathlehem Mesting-house) in such sort, manner, and 
form as they think best.' 

"In 1754 they report the house rebuilt on the former model, ‘as neer 
ly completed es it was before it burned down.' They were then holding their 
meetings in the new house, which it h:d cost them 107 to ‘repair.' This 
was the old stones house which stood for more than a ecsntury. For more 
than eighty yeers it wes the only house for religious purposes within the 
present limits of Franklin township. During the war of the Revolution it 
_was used end abused by a detachment of British soldiers. Tradition eays 
thet during their stay here some of them died end were buried in the 
‘Queker wood', a lot lying east of the road (1881) owned by Joseph Pro- 
basco. During this trying period many Friends suffered for opinion’s sake. 
Some were thrown into prison and subsequently fined, for rafusing to taks 
up arms, or ‘become instruments for ths shedding of human blood.’ 

"Among those who suffered for Quaker principles was ‘Our Friend, Jos. 
Moore, for refusing to take the test of allegiance to the State of N. Jer- 
; sey 30 called.& abjuring the King of G. Brittain, was Confined in Trenton 
Jail near Six weeks & had tho Test tendered to him again by the Court, but 
. he refused to comply, was fined in the sum of £50, and discharged from 
confinement for which sum ths following Chattals were distrained: 1 yoks 
of oxen & 1 Mara, worth £40 03,3; for Militia Fines & Tax, 1 yoks Oxen, 2 
Cows 1 Ware & 1 Colt, worth £61 Os.' 

“Our Friend, Johm Allen, about the age of 22, for refusing to take 
the test to thea State of N. Jersey 30 called and abjuring the Crown of G. 
Brittain, was confined in jsil for some time & fined by the Court £25, for 
which was taken 1 Cow, 1 Feather Bed, 20 pr. of Bhoes, worth £19 106.’ 

"In 1862 the historic old building, which, with its old-fashiomed 
"hip-roof,' had stood as a lendmark to four generations, wes torn dow, 
and replaced by a smaller and mors modern, but substantial structure. 

John Willson and Abram R. Vail are the present (1881) trustees. The lat- 
ter has also acted as clark for many years. The socisty is rapidly wen- 
ing. Only a few of that faith remain in all the region round, but the or- 
genization is kept up and meetings ere held as regularly as though the 
house was thronged." 

"The oldest place of public burial in the township is the Friends’ 
burying-ground at Quakertown. Here reposs the ashes of many of ths earli- 
est settlers. Unfortunately, there was amon Friends en early aversion to 
the erection of tombstones with commemorative inscriptions. The records 
ef burials do not date back of 1761, hence it is impossible to give any 
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spicuous by reason of their not keeping to the usual type of Quaker arch- 4 
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account of the earlier interments. The first recorded-burials are: 

‘A Memorial of the time of Death and Burial of Joseph King Senior, 
departed this Life the 10th day of the Twelfth Month, 1761, in the Sev- 
enty-eighth year of his age.' 

"Our antient Friend Semuel Willson Died the Nineteenth Day of the 
Twelfth Month, 1761 and was Imter'd in Friends Burying-Ground at Kingwood 4 
the Twenty-Second Day of the Same Month, about the Eightieth year of his | 
age." i 
‘This gur antient Friend Samuel Large Departed this Life at his House | 
‘in Kingwood, the ninth day of the 6th Month, 1765, and was decently Inter- | 

ed in Friends Burying-place there.' a 

"The oldest stone marked and dated bears this inscription 'W. E. Ag. | 

3lyrs 1752." 4 

“Among other old inscriptions are the following: 

"Pp. G. Died Feb. 13th, 1791.' 

"Susanne Atkinson, died Oct. 24th, 1792, aged 35 years.' 

‘Aeron Formen, M.D., died Jen. llth, 1805, aged 60 years.' 

"In Memory of Ann, wife of Dr. Aeron Forman, who departed this life 

December 13th, 1794.' 

‘Jeremiah King, died July 2, 1829, in the 93d year of his age.' 4 

‘In memory of George Scott, who died April 12th 1821, aged 78 years.' 4 

"Morris Robeson.‘ 

‘Elizabeth Robeson.'" . 

It was reported to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting at Race Street in the 
Spring of 1906, by Bucks Querter, that "Quskertown, N.J. Monthly and Par- | 
ticular Meetings have been laid down and the few remaining members there- 4 
of joined to Buckinghem Monthly Meeting." : 

Kingwood, or Quakertown as it generally is called, and properly so, 
since 1859, in 1930 is locrted on ground above the level of the street of 
little town of Quakertown, and faces a small grove of trees between the . 
Meeting House and the road, the grounds being uninclosed by any fence. The |} 
Building is a stone structure, roughcast or plastered on three sides, the | 
front presenting a rather singular appearence with the light-colored 
stones so arranged as to form horizontal ribbons across it above the win- 
dows and doors. There is no porch, but it is provided with a large stone 
platform from door to door on the south side. To the westward and below 
the Meeting House are the antique stone wagon-sheds which are quite .con- 


itecture seen in other Friends' Meeting communities. There is a fund es- 
tablished for keeping the buildings and grounds of this meeting in good 
condition, and the Burial Ground eat the back of the buildings shows, by 
the neat, clean order in which it is kept, that due attention is given 
to the premises. The old headstones, and there are many of them, have 
been carefully set on cement bases, and show to advantage over the yard. 
The lower or western side of the ground is the part in which many of the 
oldest dates are to be found. Among them are "S. E. 1755", "W. F. ad 36 
yrs 1761", and "D. P. 1789." Some of the nemes seen in this cometery 
are Atkinson, Clifton, Forman, Hampton, King, Leaver, Lundy, Matthews, 
Rake, Stevenson, Ten Broeck, Veil, Willson and Wolverton. 

The compiler of these historical notes concerning Friends’ Meeting 
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Houses and their stories, had the pleasure of a visit to Quakertown or 
Kingwood Meeting House on the afternoon of April 22, 1930, being taken to 
the plece by J. Wilmer Lundy of Newtown, Bucks County, Pa. The results 

of the trip were satisfactory and the impressions made by the visit 

are recorded in the foregoing remarks. 


EHBPRHA BARREL REE 
SOLEBURY . 


Meeting established.) oi... ccc ccc coe se ren cl OWde 
MOGttnesHOUBG) DULIT otis cles 960s 000s egies sl OUR. 
Preparative Meeting established........-.1806. 
Monthly Meeting established........+.--.-l8ll. 
Orthodox Meeting established.......++..--l&28. 
Meeting House built about.....e..eeeeeee +1830. 
Centennial Celebration. ..sccesccosceccee eel 906. 
Location near.sseeseceeeeseeeessesS0labury, Pa. 


KKHKIKEEHIK KK 


On the western end of Solebury Meeting House is the date of its erec- 
tion, 1806. The building sets back from the roadside on a slight elevation 
of ground, well shaded by fine trees, all of which lend natural beauty to 
the surroundings. Wagon-sheds are at the back of the grounds, and at a 
short distance beyond the Meeting House is a dwelling-house by the side of 
the highway, wherein, in former years, the Friends' School was kept under 
care of the Meeting- 

This Meeting House was built in the customary style of the. early 
Friends' Meeting Houses, and in its good state of preservation is a noble 
exponent of the early type of Quaker architecture. Across-the road,.in 
front and south of the building, is the large and carefully kept grave- 
yard, filled with neat memorial stones placed to the memory of deceased 
members of the families of Paxson, Jenney, Kendérdine, Armitage, Livezey, 
Eastburn, Rly, White, Belderston, Scarborough, Magill, Wildman, Duer, and 
others. Near the center of the yard is the grave of Edward H. Magill, born 
Sept. 24, 1820, died Dec. 10, 1907, who was President of Swarthmore Col- 
lege from 1872 to 1889. 

Solebury is a Monthly Meeting of Bucks Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting of Hicksite Friends. It wes set off from Buckinghem Monthly Meet- 
inging in 1811. The following notes teken from Ezra Michener's “Retrospect 
of Early Quakerism" relate the story of the establishment of Solebury as 
a meeting and its rising to the grades of Preparative and Monthly Meetings. 

"1805.- The committee appointed to teke into consideration the request 
of Solebury Friends, of having a meeting settled near the corner of John 
Blackfan and Moses BRastburn's lands in Solebury, are united in granting 
their request. Which report the meeting confirms; and appoints the follow~ 
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ing named Friends to procure suitable ground to build upon; to suggest 
a plan for building; to estimate the expense which it is probable will 
arise in the execution, and to see what aid can be obtained to carry it 
into effect, viz.; Aaron Pexson, Semuel Johnson, Samuel Gillinghem, Ol- 
iver Hampton, John Watson, John Blackfen, Matthew Hutchinson, Isaiah 
Michener, "dward Good, John A Daniel Carlisle, and Robert Smith." 
-(Report.) ; 

"The members intending to constitute that meeting have presented a | 
plan of a house, to be about sixty-three feet long, end thirty-six wide, | 
‘to be erected nearly on the model of Buckingham meeting-house; which we 
estimate, with the contingent expenses, will cost £1500 in the execution, | 
and themselves subscribed £1346 15s. to cerry it into effect. This plan | 
has received our full concurrence; and it is our judgment, and we wish to | 
impress it on all the members of the mesting, that their liberality mer- 
its the concurrent pecuniary aid of their brethren, particularly that 
branch of the meeting from which they are about to separate, to complete 
the design, and place them in as comfortable a situation as those will be | 
left in from whom they heve separated." -(Buckingham Monthly Meeting. ) 

"1806.- Solebury Preparative Meeting in Bucks County wes first es- | 
tablished and held in @ new commodious house for thet purpose, near the © 
centre of Solsbury Township, by members of Buckingham Monthly Meeting; 
and first held 30th of 12th month, 1806." ’ 

"1811.- The committee appointed to propose a time for opening Sole- » 
bury Monthly Meeting, &c., reported that Solsbury Monthly Meeting be op- | 
ened in the 7th month next, &c.3 which-was approved, and William Lowes, | 
Jonathan Kirkbride, Moses Comfort, William Blakey, Jeremiah Croasdale, 
John Watson, John Buckman, Thomas Atkinson, Jesse Heston, Stephen Wilson, | 
Daniel Carlisle, and Robert Smith, are appointed to attend the opening | 
thereof. 


Extracted from the minutes, 
Samuel Gillingham, Clerk." i 
-(Bucks Quarterly Meeting.) | 
During 1906 Solebury Friends' Meeting celebrated its centennial anni- 
versary. From the pages of the Friends' Intelligencer, Tenth Month 26th, § 
1906, the following account of the proceedings on that occesion is extracts 
ed:- "The one hundredth enniversery of Solebury Friends meeting, in Bucks 
County, Pa., was apprecietely cebebrated on Tenth month 6th, 1906, end al-j 
though-the day was quite stormy, which prevented many in the neighborhood | 
from ettending, there were over two hundred present. Williem M. Ely pre- } 
sided over the morning session and Hugh B. Faestburn over the afternoon 
meeting, with Ellen B. Certer, clerk. Wastburn Reeder, who had been clerk | 
of the meeting for nineteen yeers, gave # historical sketch of the period 
since 1806. Owing to leck of time only part of the paper could be read, 
but it wes published in full in the Bucks County Intelligencer, as were 
other papers reed. 
"In Twelfth month, 1805, 6 three-acre tract was purchased for $180. 
“In the summer end autumn of 1806 the house was built, but it wes not occu- 
pied till in the Twelfth month. Prior to this for neerly one hundred 
years Solebury Friends ettended et Buckinghem, or et Fellsington, twenty — 
miles distant. The first recommended minister wes Mecy Phillips, in 1813, 
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‘followed by Serah Paxson in 1823. No monthly meeting was held till 1811. 
\The clerks of the meeting were Oliver Hampton, from 1811 to 1821; Aaron 
_Eastburn, for five years; Robert Livezey, fifteen years; John Blackfan, 
twenty-three years; Moses Eastburn, twenty-three yeers; Eastburn Reeder, 

f the present (1906) incumbent, nineteen years. Of the women Ruth Ely serv- 
ied six years; Elizabeth Comfort, two; Rebecca Smith, seven; Elizebeth 

| Paxson, five; Sareh Johnson, six3 end Blizeabeth K. Fastburn, for forty 

_ yeers to 1877, efter which the men and women held joint business meetings. 


"In 1808 horse blocks were set up, trees were planted, end the grave- 


| yard enclosed. The first caretaker, Aeron Pexson, received $20 per yeer 
for his services. The present incumbent, Charles Logan, has served most 
_ efficiently for twenty-five years. Over forty-two weddings have been sol- 


emmized. Three hundred and forty péunds were reised at first for school 
purposes. After the public schools were established, the school house was 


/ etill used for school purposes by the township. 


"Friends in 1823 took active measures against spiritous liquors. Two 
members were retéilers end six who had teken fruit to a distiller were vis- 


' ited and encouraged to discontinue the practice. 


"The first record of number of members is in 1827, when there were 


} 261; in 1862, 228 members; in 1885, 214; At present owing to death and re- 
_ movals, there ere but 170 members....... 


"Theddeus Kenderdine, of Newtown; Florence R. Kenderdine, of Phila- 


i delphie; end Ely J. Smith, of Doylestown, presented fine poems, commemor- 


ative of the occasion. 
"A number of celebrated ministers have spoken here, among them John 


' Jackson, Edward end Elias Hicks, Lucretie Mott, end many of later date. 


"Serah J. Reeder, of Newtown, read en excellent resume of the First- 
day School work, Solebury being one of the first meetings to organize a 


| First-dey school.....An interesting peper by Edward H. Magill wes especi- 


ally enjoyed by four of his pupils present..... 

"Meny told of the well-filled meeting house of eerly days, and @ num- 
ber enjoyed the social mingling with friends they had not met for years. 
John S. Williems read greetings and best wishes from Gertrude Magill White, 
now in Germany. William J. McWettoers end George Watson, of Philadelphia, 


| Robert Eastburn, Thaddeus S$. Kenderdine, Cynthia S. Holcomb, Joseph B. 

_ Simpson, Richard Rendolph Paxson, Jesse Fell, Asher Mattison, and others, 
* representing descendants of the founders of the meeting, gave pleasing ~ 
* short telks-‘or amusing reminiscences. Watson Fell, the master builder, put 


nothing but the best material into the house; the fine wood of the inter- 
jor, free from knots and unpainted, has a beautiful russet tint. 

; "Rdwerd H. Megill spoke of the object of the anniversary in, viz: to 
try to do gomée good to and for those who come after us. As far es it is 


». possible to do so let us show that our lives are affected by the influence 


of the Society to which we belong. There are many who do not attend any re- 
ligious gathering; let them all see thet we believe in the divinity of 


' Christ, end that God speaks to us, if we but listen to his voice. We cam 


but do this by considering our neighbor first. If the principles of our So- 
ciety are strictly lived the meeting house will not be able to hold all 
the members one hundred yeers hence. 

"Hugh B. Bastburn geve cordiel perting words, and after en impress- 
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i ae ive silence a very pleesent, and, we trust, profitable meeting, closed." 
The land now occupied by the Meeting House and Greveyard at Sole- 

bury, was sold to the Society of Friends by Aeron Pexson in 1805, and 

| the big Meeting House wes built the next year. 


The unfortunate Seperstion of 1827 in the Philadelphie Yesrly Meet- | 
ing was felt in the Monthly Meeting at Solebury in Bucks Quarter. Evident-] 
ly the members who became known as the Orthodox Branch, were much in the | 
minority there, for the Meeting House built by them for their accommoda- 
tion, was only e small freme building. It was but a short distance, possi-| 
bly e half mile, back of the stone Meeting House, on the road leading to } 
the village of Solebury, with a strip of woodland between the two places 
of worship. Both Meeting Houses were finely and beautifully loceted on 
elevated ground overlooking en extensive fertile valley to the northward 
of them. ‘ 
Solebury Meeting of Orthodox Friends wes a Preparative Meeting held 4 
on the Third-day preceding the Monthly Meeting held at Buckinghem (Lehes- | 
ka.) The meeting for worship wes held on First and Third-days of each 
week at ten and eleven o'clock A.M. This information is derived from a 
"Book of Meetings" dated 1858. Another "Book of Meetings’ bearing the 
dete of 1869 mekes no mention of Solebury, which evidently had been laid | 
down or discontinued before that time, sometime between 1856 end 1869. 
But the Meeting House long survived the Meeting, for it is still standing © 
in 1932, when the writer of these notes visited the place, being taken 
there by J. Wilmer Lundy of Newtown, Pa., on April 2lst. The House is 
now @ pleesent little dwelling of a respectable negro family who own the 
property. Apparently but little change, outwerdly at least, hes taken ] 
place in the building since it was a house for worship. The double or twin | 
doors at the front, formerly giving access to the men's and women's sec- | 
tions of the assembly-room, divided from each other by the customary par- 
tition with sliding shutters, are yet in use end are the only doors eith- 
of access or exit to or from the house. One of them is greatly worn, has 
been patched in repairing and looks very different from the other. The 
porch over-sheltering the doors, looks, by reascn of the style of the 
supporting posts and the very wide boards used in its erection, as if it 
might be the original porch at the front of the Meeting House. Even the 
windows and their shutters seem to speak for themselves by not being of 
later fashion or a.modern edition. Within the house it is further self-as- | 
serting of little alteration having teken place, since the dividing parti- | 
tion is still intect, having never been altered or even treated to a coat 
of paint. The two doors at either end of the partition now give entrance 
to other femily rooms, whereas, in former days, they provided passage-way 
for messengers from the women's business meetings to the men's, or vice 
versa. 


This Meeting House was probably built about 1830. In en article pub- | 
lished in "The Friend", Ninth Month 4, 1830, a note referring to the var- | 
ious meetings then composing Bucks Quarter of the Yearly Meeting end their + 
meeting places at that time, this statement was made:- “Bucks Quarter. 
New Houses built or erecting in Bristol, Wrightstown, Buckingham & Sole- 
bury. That at Buckingham intended to hold Quarterly Meetings." 

The Solebury Meeting House of Orthodox Friends does not appear to 
have had a graveyerd especially attached to it, its members of the past 
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resting peaceably within the precincts of the Friends' Burial Ground at 
* the larger Meeting House of the Society, only a short distance eway, or 
Mm - @lse in other proferroed locelities. 
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AW WRIGHTSTOW. 


a Meeting established ....eceeevsvees sel 686. 
a First Meeting House built. ...bveus es sk 721. 
a Prepsrstive Meeting established......1722. 
di Monthly Meeting established.......+..1734. 
Present Meeting House built........+1l787. 
a _ Orthodox Meeting House built about...1830. 
a Orthodox Meeting discontinued........ 
Locations oes reovccceesses Wrightstown, Pa. 
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bi) The lerge Friends’ Meeting House at Wrightstown, Bucks County, Pa., 
a is built near the roadside, in the midst of grounds sloping gvadually to- 
wards the school-house, now a residence, to the south of it, and other 
houses in this little country village. The date, 1787, is on the Casterm i: 
Bie gable and the rough-cast structure is cheerful- “looking in its light col- 
‘= ored dressing. The Meeting House faces the (south) and has its back toward 
the graveyard, en exceptionally large place of burial, well filled with 


ae memorial stones all kept in strict accord with the rsquirements of Friends 
" Discipline. A few of the many names to be read there on the hesdstones, 
i are:- Warner, Twining, Poole, Lacey, Tomlinson, Woodman, Atkinson, Sack- 
a ett, Vatson, “ly, Heston, and Kirk, some of which have been familiar or 
| ‘ ~ prominent family nemes in the neighborhood for many years of the past. 
. on By the roadside, at the upper end of the cometsry, is a monument e- 


i rected in commemoration of the calebrated "Welking Purchase" of Septem- 
ber, 1737; it locates the starting point of the historical transaction, 
when three trained men, Edward Marshell and James Yeates of Newtown, and 

mM ° Solomon Jennings of Bethlehem, accomplished a walk of one and a'half days 

ie in measuring off land to be granted to the white men by the Indians, but 

i went so fast the natives were dissatisfied and said, "You run; that's not 

fairs you was to walk." 

Me Wrightstown is a Monthly Meeting of Bucks Quarter of Philadelphia 

Hh ~° Yearly Meeting of Hicksite Friends, end was set off as such from Bucking- 

ii “hen Mont hly Meeting in 1734. Quoting from Michener's "Retrospect of Mar- 

ly Quekerisn", we learn that "In the year 1686, Jemes Redcliff, a noted 

s public Friend, removed to settle at Vrightstown, near John Chapman's. Yor 

a the ease of those two families, a meeting was held sometimes at their 

‘houses, which continued for the most part till about 1690." 

He "1686.- The Monthly Meeting ordered that there be a meeting estab- 
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lished at Wrightstown, to be held once a month, for the convenience of 
Friends there." 

"A meoting-house was built in 1721, and, the following year, a Pre- 
parative Meeting was granted to be held therein." 

In J. H. Battle's "History of Bucks County, Pa.," (1887), Wrighte- 
town Friends' Meeting receives the following notice:- 

"Sanuel Smith says that in 1686, James Radcliffe, a noted public 
Friend, settled near John Chapman, ‘and for the sase' of the two fami- 
lies, a meeting was held at their houses, which was continued until 
1690, when a general meeting for the county was appointed to meet at * 
Chapman's once a year. It was at first held on first day, but by author- | 
ity of the county quarterly meeting, the time was changed to the last tM 
fifth day of the fourth month, when, upon the death of John Chapman, the “J 
place of the meeting was removed to the house of John Penquite. Here it V4 
was held until 1721, and a meeting-house was built, four acres having been 

* given-for that purpose, by the Chapmans. An addition of twenty feet was i 

built in 1735, and the present stone meeting-house was built in 1787. a 
Bucks quarterly mseting convened here for the first time in 1735. In 1765 | 
the monthly meeting was adjourned because it came on election day. People | 
walked and rode on horseback; there was one riding chair in 1780, but in |@ 
1832 there were one hundred gigs, some quite expensive." | 


some saddetonel data respecting ‘it dtowes: 4 

"The first meeting of Friends was held at John Chapman's in 1686, and || 
afterwards at John Penquite's, an accepted member. Meetings were held at He 
Dares ee houses until te These early Friends were members of Hoge) stor aa 


was recently known as 'the school-house lot.' It is now rE owned by 
Charles Gain, and was sold to his father a quarter of a century ago. The @ 
lot was walled in, but fifty years ago Amos Doane used the. stone to build @ 
a well on his farm. This graveyard was on the Harker tract, purchased of | 
_ William Trotter, and, at his death, Harker gave it to Wrightstown monthly @ 
meeting. There have not been any burials there within the memory of the 44 
oldest inhabitants. The lot was reserved from cultivation, but the graves 
of the first settlers were mutilated by the plow years ago. In 1734 a 
Wrightstown was allowed a monthly meeting. The first marriage recorded is 4 
- that of Bezeleel Wiggins to Rachel Hayhurst, of Middletown, May, 1735. 
Down to the end of the century there were celebrated 330 marriages, the 
names of the parties being those of families well-known at the present 
day in the middle and lower sections of the county. The meeting-house i 
was enlarged, 1735, by an addition of twemty feet, and the Bucks Quarter- q 
ly meeting was held there for the first time that fall. Afterwards it ro- 7} 
‘tated between Wrightstown, Falls, Middletown, and Buckinghrm. A well was 
built around the graveyard, 1770, at the cost of $506.50, and, in 1787 
the present house, 70 by 40 feet, was erected at an expense of $2,106. 


+ tire bit ky Ceeras GF ns vit Che ae ae) y Mave wa! 


Set 


a 
ve 


“ot utinem o eon. bled ed ot wots tgtaW te beda. 

i “.orodt abnolt® 

-oit #8 .reey Rotwollol els ,oMe x PQyi ot $ityd saw esvon-griifoom AMS \ 

« gtoretd bled ed of botieTy caw gatteet avitsiaq 

edcigtay <(T8SL) “eet ¢ytnues wdoud ‘to ytodnin® a elsptad oH «REE 

~:solton guiwollot edt eavieost gaiteel ‘abso ltd mwor ms 

etiduwa befon A seltifoball somal ,O8al ni tens syse dating Leimae® = 8 

~binn't owt of t to ‘peBe edt set bos’ ,memqado ndot igen belttes ,bneltag 
: ftinw hesnttnos etw dottw gona thot In bfot eaw aatieen & .a6 4 

te Jocw of betetogan sew ysmuoo end 10% yutioom fateney 8 nate .OQ3E “ass 

beakt a6 bLen gextt ts eew FT -teey | cone e'neamqad) “Gee 


jw eoneinwraoo off 


4 
‘a 
~ 


etoftus yd tud ,yeb ve 
jaatl att of begets saw eald ety sgitioom yfietianp y-mu09 ett to yh ie 
ait .xeoxpet odob ‘te digeb eg soqu fnenw ~Ainog Atawol oft to esd AdtEE% ‘ 
i -otiupsed aol to exded edt of bevome aaw anitesm eit to eoa lg | im 
mad anived eesoe T0607 ,¢lind saw eevod gitiesm s bre ,isti fling bien ok 


dibbe pA .ananqadtd ett yd eeseoq ing jad sd 10 l-neowkg eee 
brig .@eTi ot tite ae 


ae $48 1 yinews to mo! 
vo ont Sf£¢od eaw eauorl- ankvoom enove tneserq ont ; 
nt .cets nk emis Jerk? edd Got ered benevaoo gniseem yitesssup exoutt he 
oad .yeh wottsele ao emes ¢ eaveoed beriwotba saw gatieom yid inom etd, hen 
tud ,OBTL mt tlado gatbia eno eaw eters ;Moadoetod mo shot bra bedisw Was 


“ oytanecze etiup smon «eylg betbeumt eno eTew eradt S6OL ae 
i to yroteth” eld al ewived .H 4W met I LW 25 ae 3 
¢ ‘ -rawote digit? suitoeqnet atah Lanoketbbs mom, 
ig .OPBL mt e'aamgeid afol ta bied asw ebnetxd lo gniveem deat? etl” & 

© te Ried enew agntdaeM .redinem botqooss ae ,e'etinpse? niol ts ubrewiedts Fo” 
ey wotetbbil to axvaimew etew abustst elise saerlT cFgef lite eoavond efavts , 
# 


we gabivorg “_¢+#4 eYIRLGD | xo. 


‘oven ufredyan? efig@ ISTL at vw entet aclodelh ta tam ted? gniteom yldoe 
a no befvoetevesw do tdw eeevedt-anivesa & hited os nwygde toe 2H oF nolebs 
boot ett nO aaw fiw yousts 72982 off Tnanged? aot to Wity ots tol exact 
‘ine Sid atanet broged eit, «yet lev dest oF esvod~aritesm nwotetdg ia: 
«d becwor (SO0L) wor of ¢f *. tol seved=Looros aid’ as qwont yitaeset: 
a .oge yuttres ato sedeeep x redtel ole of blow sow brs <thed eelwsdd |) 
‘od of enoso etd bespvenead wend ogetetaey xi ttd) ty oni bollaw saw dol 

besedeurgy efoant toda edt wo saw bisyevang eld? .waet etd no Ilion ee 
sidénom awodetitgiiW of $2 ewey soxiah ~fteeb ald te «bas eyottorT melt iW 
‘eit Yo vrimem ent nisthw etedtefsainud yoo need ton evad excdT .gasfoemy 


Coe psi: 5 


i everg ocd dud ,nottsvitive sett bewiases Bam tol off .ednatidedht | oF 
i bEvE wl .oge areoy wolq ate yd bodalitua e1ew areiitess tert? edt eq 
ya) Beotooet ensirisaa detit eT synitoem yiitaca # bewolle esv swotetdghtk 


,2ETL yyeM powotetbhtm to ytenudyel fedoal oF: anipgi® Leelexed to dat a, 
¢ oft ,segehrian OSE beteideles etew etett yustaeo eft to bap est of sewdd, 
,  “toonexq edt $9 nwond-~Liew weliiwet-to eeods gated seisieq old Yo semen 
souvoi-gakteem edt »ysnuon eds to enoisoes ewok baa elbbtm el? at ab 
otra etoud edt bne , tee? yimow? te sortthbe we yd se6SL beg ialne: San 
oy SE ebtrawrettA «fied tadd ott derkt edt x0t eredd bled ssw gaiteom et 
aie tfow A vorgatiout bag .rwotelbhil pe fied esmotetigtiy seewted hots es 
VOC, nt ebm -OCs208d Yo duoy edd de OUT, coriyevany edt bavoum. ad ns 
201.3¢ Yo eanegxe nate betsete sew «feet OF xd OF ,oevod tanao1q oft) 
€30l af .£evL yok etegnerts yr of inayevetg ods ot eban afw nolttbbhs RAD 
D4 Lexenem to yab etlt ao Lilet +h geveoed gelteam yLdtnol benmwolss sbe ay 


aes 


fa 


il 
) ia 

Sortie . AG Oe ee pif ath Ps 

4 a ay 

. 7 ~ tygaee 


133 


lection. Wrightstown meeting has produced several ministers among Friends, 
some of whom became eminent. Of these may be mentioned Agnes Penquite, who 
died in 1758, aged upwards of one hundred years, Ann Parsons, born 1685, 
died 1732, David Dawes, Ann Hempton, Zebulon Heston, and Thomas Ross. Doc- 
tor Smith says but one riding chair came to Wrightstown meeting, 1780, 
that of John Buckman. The women were good riders, and generally came on 
horseback but some of them came on foot several miles." 


a adictal maataidiiaatadaatl 
YARDLEY « 


Originally called........ Yardleyville. 
Meeting established..cee-ceeee-eeel857e 
Meeting House built........e+2+-- 1869. 
Neme changed to Yardlay......+++--1895. 
Location. .ceccecveeveccoeederGley, Pa. 
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The compiler of these historical notes relating to Friends' Meeting 
localities, visited Yardley in 1929. On April 27th of that year he was 
taken by J. Wilmer Lundy of Newtown, Pa., to four Meeting Houses of the 
Bucks Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, viz., Makefield, Yardley, © 
Middletown at Langhorne, and Falls at Fellsington, each of which, in a 
photographic way, proved successful. 

Yardley Meeting is an Indulged Meeting belomging to Makefield Month- 
ly Meeting in Bucks Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Hicks- 
ite branch of Friends. The Meeting House has the date 1869 on the front 
of the building, which is a rough-cast structure at the corner of Main 
Street and College Avenue in the town of Yardley, Bucks County, Pa. On 
one corner of the Houses is a tablet announcing,- 


- 


FRIENDS ' 
MEETING 


Divine Worship 


First Day. at 10 A.M. 


All Welcome. 


ee ‘But from the Friends' Yeer Book of 1928 we are informed that Makefield 
» Monthly Meeting holds its winter sessions at Yardley, and Robert T. Rly 
if of Washington Crossing, Pas, in May, 1929, verifies this assertion by stat- 
ing:- 
"In 1926 Newtowm Monthly Meeting was established end the preparative 
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* meeting at Makefield laid down. The Monthly Meet ing-.now meets at Meke- 
field during the summer months and at Yardley, an indulged meeting, dur- (J 
ing the winter." ay 

Yardley Meeting House is a small but very neat little building ov- | 
er-shadowed by trees and in a position, in regard to the sunlight, to 8 
greatly interfere with the taking of satisfactory photographs. There F 
ere two rooms in the building, the sassembly-room end a committee-room. : 
The assembly-room is in true Friendly style with its plain unpainted a 
benches furnished with tufted cushions, just as custom has sanctioned my 
in Friends’ Meeting Houses for sages past in Quaker history. The adjoin- y 
ing committee-room is provided with an open fire-place and furnished “a 
with bookcases and other articles which lend the warmth and kindliness e 
of home to the apartment, meking it seem as if Meeting and Home abide 
‘side by side. 

Yardley is the youngest of the meetings of Bucks Quarter, except- a 
ing only the discontinued Mesting: 6f New Hope,’ and was- established’ in 
1857 as an Indulged Meeting of Mekefield, under the name of Yardley- 
ville, according to the following minute of Makefield Monthly Meeting:- 

"At Makefield Monthly Meeting of Friends, held 8th of tenth month, a 
1857, the committee to whom was referred the request of the Friends of 
Yardleyville and vicinity, having several times mat and conferred to- 
gether on the subject of their appointment, have mostly united in re- 
porting that their request be granted, and that they be indulged in 
holding a meeting on first and fourth days of the week in that place, if 
for the specs of six months, under the care of the Monthly Mesting. 

"Which, being considered, was united with, women Friends also u- i 
niting. Zephsnia Mahen, Williem Cadwellader, Joseph Paul, John Mehan, a 
and Joseph Flowers, ere appointed to attend the first meeting, to be a 
held on the first first day in the eleventh month next, and to extend 
such further care as they may think necesssry for the encouragement of aq 
Friends composing that meeting." a 

The name of Yardleyville ceased to be used by the Meeting, when, 
in 1895, the towm was incorporated, after which it, like the tow, was :, 
henceforwerd known by the shorter eppelletion of Yardley.- a 

A second visit was mede by the compiler of these notes on April 6, | 
1932, to Yerdley. At thet time the Yardley Friends were engaged in mek- | 
ing some needed sdditions to the Meeting House and cerpenters were present il 
doing the work. On the same day the visit was extended to en old Friends’ | 
Burial Ground eat Yerdley about e half mile from the present Meeting House || 
but not belonging to it. It is in the possession of Fells Monthly Meeting, | 
end at this time evident measures were being taken to put the cemetery in | 
better order by clearing it of much of the superfluous growth of shrub- 4 
bery that years of neglect had encumbered the place. There is a stone 
well et the front of the graveyerd, between it and the street, and one {| 
of the stones in the wall beers the date 1749 with the initials S.Y. 
There are several marked graves in the enclosure, which is a greveyerd 4 
of emple extent, bearing on the memoriel stones severel Bucks County 4 
family names, emong which are Knowles and Leedom. But the cemetery has ‘ 
been used by other people than :Friends of the neighhorhood, so an an- 
nouncement has been pleced in open view at the entrance gate by direct- 
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ion of Falls Monthly Meeting, forbidding further interments in the greve- 
yerd without special permission. 
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BURLINGTON QUARTER. 
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Wxcepting Shrewsbury, Burlington was the earliest established 
Quarter in the Philedelphia Yeerly Meeting, east of the Delaware River, 
and Burlington was the original location of the General Yoarly Meeting 
which was held in 1681, on the 28th of 6th month (August.) 

- "At a General Meeting, held at Salem, in the Province of West New 
Jersey, on the llth of the second month, 1682, it was mutually agreed 
end ordained that a Quarterly Meeting be held at Burlington, the sec- 
ond second day of the fourth month next ensuing." -(Burlingtén Monthly 
Meeting.) 

-"Burlington Querterly Meeting was set up in 1682, and held at the 
house of William Biddle till 1711, when it wes agreed to be held ealter- 
nate at the meeting-houses in Burlington and Chesterfield." -(Samuel 
Smith.) -(From Michener's Retrospect of Eerly Quakerism. ) 

During the period of its history Burlington Querter has hac . six 
Monthly Meetings under its jurisdiction, viz.- 

1. Burlington Monthly Meeting esteblished..........1678. 

2¢ Chesterfield Monthly Meeting established...,.....1684. 

3. Little Egg Herbor Monthly Meeting established...1715. 

4. Kingwood Monthly Meeting established......+..++-1744. 

5. Mount Holly Monthly Meeting established.....-..».1776. 

6. Upper Springfield Monthly Meoting esteblished...1783. 

In 1937 the third of these, Little Egg Harbor, is not listed by 
either the Hicksite or Orthodox Brénches of the Society. It is repre- 
sented by the particular meetings of Tuckerton end Barnegat, both be- 
longing to Orthodox Friends, end both of which generally have sessions 
in the summer season. The Hicksite interest in Little Egg Herbor cen- 
tered at Bridgeport on Wading River, e meeting that was small and: dis- 
continued very early. 

There are and hate been numerous Preparative and Indulged Meetings 
that belonged to Burlington Quarter, Viz.- Amwell, Arney's Mount, Barne- 
gat, Beach Heven, Bordentown, East Brench, Ellisdeale, Lower Mansfield, 
Mensfield, Old Springfield, Rancocas, Stony Brook, Trenton, Upper Free- 
hold and Vincentown. The records of Amwell and Allentown Meetings, which 
met in privete houses seem to signify that they were the forerunners of 
the Kingwood and Eest Branch Meetings. Among these Mensfield and Tren- 
ton continue as ective meetings, and Rencocas has revived most wonder- 
fully and ects the part of ea Monthly Meeting, representing Burlington 
(Hicksite) which has been laid dow. 

In 1937 special end appointed meetings are annually held at Arney's 
-Mount, Upper Springfield end Stony Brook. 

Kingwood Monthly Meeting in Hunterdon County, N.J., was transferred 
to Bucks Quarter in 1&33. 
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NOTE. Pleinfield and Rahway are considered in. Shrewsbury 
Quarter. 
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The Querterly Meetings of BURLINGTON QUARTER of’ the Hicksite 

brench of the Society of Friends are held on the third Seventh- 
days of the Second Month (February), Fifth Month (Mey), Eighth 

Month (August) end Bleventh Month (November), using the Meeting 
Houses of Mount Holly, Chesterfield or Crosswicks, Rencocaés 


end Trenton for the sessions. 
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Burliraghen Mecting House i 


In BURLINGTON AND BUCKS QUARTER of Orthodox Friends the Querter- 
ly Meeting is held at Burlington on the Third-day after the last 
Second-day of the Fifth Month (May) end Eleventh Month (November). 
It meets at Fallsington on Seventh-dey after the last Second-day 
in the Second Month (February), and late in the Righth Month (Aug- 
ust) or very eerly in the Ninth Month (September), eas announced 
near the tims. 
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AMWELL. ¥ 
John Stevenson Sr. settled at Kingwood..1727. 
MeOGLINGAMOPENL AOC) is «cs ae migeteles vets oe elge hd or 6 
Meeting perhaps the forerunner of Bethlehem . 
John Stevenson Jr. moves to Kingwood....1760. 
Amwell Indulged Meeting allowed.........1771. 
MeEGUtnee CONLITMUGU 0 sislureeiaieiels ies ss wae eye told 
Location. ..e+e+eoeseees Amwell Township, N. ‘J. 
Hunterdon County. 


HHH KHIM HK 


In the minutes of Kingwood Monthly Meeting there ere some brief re- 
ferences to a meeting of Amwell.Friends. This has led to a search for in- 
formation which has revealed the following rether vegue items of interest 
concerning the eerly Friends' Meeting called Amwell. 

Dr. Hzre Michener of New Garden, Pa.; in his "Retrospect of Early 
Quakerism" very briefly stetes:- "1727.- A meeting wes allowed to be 
kept every first-dey, et the house of Jchn Stephenson, at Amwell, by the 


\| 3 Monthly Meeting of Chesterfield. It has since been dropped." 
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In the minutes of Kingwood Monthly Meeting it is recorded that John 
Stevenson's certificate wes received by Kingwood from Chesterfiela Monthly 
Meeting dated llmo. 9, 1760. This, however, upon closer examination refers 


|. to John Stevengon Jr., grendson of John Stevenson Sr. who settled et King- 


wood in 1727. By an exeminetion of the minutes of both Burlington and 
Chesterfield Nonthly Meetings, the latter a copy of the original, now in 
the fireproof at No. 302 Arch Street, Philedelphia, there is no reference 
in either to the Amwell Meeting in 1727 or neer thet time. 

Amwell wes originally a township belonging to Burlington County in 
New Jersey, but efter the erection of Hunterdon County it beceme a part of 
it, in fact occupying a very lerge part of the newly established county. 
From time to time Amwell Township was divided snd subdivided into other 
townships, end finally, in 1846, it was separated into East end West Am- 
well. In the "History of Hunterdon County" by Jemes P. Snell, 1681, is the 
following outline of the towmship's history:- 

"From 1709-14 Amwell was one of the three towmms which constituted 
the county of Burlington. The act of March 15, 1713-14, setting off Hunter- 
don County; made the Assunpink the southern boundary and left Amwell one 
of the four towms which lay to the north of it. Its southern boundary has 
been but little, if eny, altered since that date, but on the north almost 
every succeeding decade has witnessed a loss of territory by the formation 
of new towns. Thus before 1753, Reeding, Kingwood, Lebanon, and Bethlehem 
were erected. Thenceforwerd, until 1838, it existed as a trect of country 
‘about twelve miles squere, bounded by the Delaware River on the west, by 
the ‘South Brench' on the east, by the Hopewell township line on the south, 
end by the present southern line of Kingwood, Franklin, and Readington 


), towmships on the north. In 1789 when Flemington beceme the county seat, it 


was in Amwell towmship, end so continued until 1838, in which year it was 
divided into three parts (Reritan, Deleware, and Amwell); in 1846 the low- 
er third part, then known as Amwell, was erected into two townships, each 
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retaining the old neme with the distinctive appellation of 'East' and 
'West'. " pee 
At en early date the Friends settled in Amwell Township. Among thea “( 
were John Reading and Thomas Stevenson. The trect of land belonging to the # 
latter individual wes located in the southeastern part of the present West im 
Amwell township, east of the Winder trect. From the Genealogy of the Ste- 
venson Family by John R. Stevenson A.M. M.D.,; 1902, the following notes 
relate to the Stevensons, John, his son Thomas end grandson John, and 
their connection with Amwell Township:- 

"Thomas Stevenson, oldest son of John and Mercy (Jenings) Stevenson, 
removed with his feather and step-mother from Burlington to Hunterdon Coun- 
ty in 1727. By his marriage out of meeting he lost his right of Friends. 

"John Stevenson, son of Thomas and Sarsh (Whitehead) Stevenson, was 
born in Hunterdon Co., N.J.,y 22 dey llmo. 1732. His father hed a birth- 
right membership in the Society of Friends, but his mother, nee Sereh Re 
Whitehead, had been beptized into the English Church, in Long Island, and “J 
therefore could not join the Quakers without her husband's making an ac- «i 
knowledgment of his error in marrying ‘out of meeting', therefore their 
son John hed no claim to membership et Quekertown, by birth, but, desir- 
ing to join the Friends, he mekes application to the meeting there, on 4 
9 day 9mo., 1756 end is admitted. A few years later, 3 day 8mo., 1759 he (7% 
gets a certificate of removal to Chesterfield, Burlington Co., but after- j 
werds returned again to Quekertown, with a certificate deted 3 day 8mo., A 
1760." Bp 

"In December, 1739, John Stevenson was eppointed ‘Justice of the Quo- | 
rum' for Hunterdon County." This is doubtless John Stevenson the fether J 
of Thomas. John, on October 17, 1727 purchased "of Daniel Smith, 200 a- @ 
cres in Hunterdon County, on the west side of the road from Quakertown to 
Ringoes, two miles south of the former village." a 

"Prof. J. W. Moore and Mrs. Mery C. Vail in their sketches of the 
Quekertown Friends' Meeting in the The Jerseyman, say an epplication was 
meade from the neighborhood on 4 dey, 10mo., 1729, to the Friends at Ches- | 
terfield for permission to establish a Monthly Meeting. This was followed 
four yeers later by the donation of a lot for a meeting house.” 

The following is the minute referred to in the foregoing paregrephi- @& 

"At a Monthly Meeting of Friends held at their Meeting house in a 
Chesterfield the 4th of the 10mo. 1729 Our Friends Thomas Williams é Sem- 7] 
uel Scholey and others made application to this Meeting that whereas their | 
settlement being remote from Friends they request Friends approbation & 
consent to meet together et one of their houses every first-dsy of the t. 
week to worship God; Whereupon this Meeting well knowing the edvantage 
the people of God have in Meeting together in his neme approve of their 4 
so doing until there be an established meeting neeren to them or until , 
Friends ses some inconveniency in their so doing ' 4 

This minute doubtless refers to the organizstion of Kingwood: Meeting, | 
et that eerly time celled Bethlehem, being before the Kingwood Township , 
had been erected. No mention is directly made to any place by neme, nor of 4 
John Stevenson, who had established himself and femily there only two years | 
previously within e couple of milee from where the Bethlehem Meeting built { 
its first Meeting House. Perhaps he wes included in the group of “and oth- | 
ers". His name appeared on the Deed of Trust for the Meeting House prem 
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in 1733. In the Burlington Querterly Meeting minutes is the following:- 

On Smo. 29, 1732, Bethlehem made applicetion "for liberty to build" 
“a new Meeting house and were permitted. 

"At Our Quarterly Meeting held in Burlington the Twenty fifth day of 
the Twelfth month in the year 1744 The Monthly Meeting of friends of 
Bethlehem having made application for liberty to build a Meeting House 
there, that they elready have not being large enough. This meeting €on- 
sents to their proposal, and that the said House be built according to 
the direction of the said monthly meeting, to witt, about thirty six foot 
‘long and Twenty Six foot wide." 

The Monthly Meeting et Bethlehem had been granted 6mo. 27, 1744. The 
request for.s Monthly Meeting hed been first made early in 1743 and hed 
occupied the attention of Chesterfield Monthly Meeting until l2mo. 2, 
1743, when the request was passed on to the Quarterly Meeting. 

The first reference to a moeting of "Amyvell" Friends that the compil- 
er of these notes has found, is in the records of Kingwood Monthly Meet- 
ing. The following minutes and notes haves been supplied by Willis W. Vail 
of Quekertown, N.J. In thesa notes the name of Stevemson has no part, but 
that of Joseph Moore is pvrominsnt:- 

"12-12-1771. 'The Meeting is informed by Kingwood Preparative Meetin 
that Amwell Friends request a meeting to be held at Joseph Moore's from 
this time until the fourth first day im the third month next, except tha 
day the meeting is at Jacob Birdsall's.'" 

"At Kingwood M. M. held at Hardwick 8th of 4mo. 1773 ‘This meeting 
being informed by Kingwood preparative meetings report that Joseph Moore 
requests a mesting to be held at his house which is referd to next meeting 
for further consideration.'" 

"13th of Sth mo. 1773.- ‘Joseph Moors request for a meeting at his 
house is referd to next mo. mesting.'" 

"At Kingwood M. M. held at Hardwick 10th of 6th mo. 1773 ‘Joseph 
Moore request of having a meeting et his house comeing under considera- 
tion is referd to a futer meeting.'" 

"At M. M. held at Kingwood 8th of 7th mo. 1773 ‘Joseph Moores re- 
quest for haveing an afternoon meeting at his house comeing under consid- 
eration this mesting thinks proper to grant his request to have it once 
a month and to begin the first first day of next month and continue 3 
months the meeting to begin at. four oclock.'" 

"At M. M. held at Kingwood llth of 1lth mo 1773 'Joseph Moore re- 
quests to have a meating at his hous as he hed last winter and to begin 
the first of the 12th month next and continue till the last of the Third 
‘ month, which request this meeting grants.'" 

"At M. M. held at Kingwood 10th of 3rd mo. 1774. ‘Joseph Moore re- 
quested at this mesting to have an afternoon meeting at his house once a 
month & to begin the first firstday in the 4 month next at the 4 hour af- 
ternoon and so to CORE nae till the llth month inclusive, which request 
this meeting grants.’ 

"Requests came again before the followinz Monthly Neetings,- 

Sth of. 3rd-mo<1775 14th of limo. 1776. 
9th. of (Limo i775. 12th of limo. 1777. 
14th of 3mo. 1776. 12th of limo. 1778. 
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llth of llmo. 1779. 
12th of 10mo. 1780. 
Lithvof! lomo... 7 ol oe 
"13th of 12th mo. 1781. ‘Gabriel Willson and Joseph Moore request 
a minute to visit meetings and families in the Quarterly meeting 'with 
which this meeting concurs they being ministers in good esteem among 
Lota | 
"l2th day 9mo 1782 Meeting at Joseph Moores continued as usual 
"8th day Sth mo 1783 Jos. Moore, his wife and 3 children request 
certificate to Chesterfield M. M. 
"2th 6th mo. 1783 the certificate for Jos. Moore and family was 
given." 


ee ee ne ee 


NOTE. The compiler of these "Historical Sketches" hesitates to project | 
voluntarily the opinions he sometimes forms while arranging the various 
information he has gathered. Concerning the Amwell Mesting, so long ago 
past and sunken into an oblivion so profound that it has been forgotten 
or otherwise become unknown to a majority of the Friends living in the 
present Twentieth Century, the idea that it was the actual initiative 
movement in the organization of the Bethlehem Meeting, (later Kingwood 
and then Quakertown), has forced itself most strongly on his mind. He 
has been advised to give expression to his idea, sllowing others to en- 
dorse or to take exception to it as they seem inclined. hy 

To the compiler it seems very probable that the early Amwell Meet- | 
ing mentioned by Ezra Michener as indulged by Chesterfield Monthly Meet- 4 
ing to be held at the house of John Stephenson, (Stevenson, as spelt by 
this man's descendants) in 1727, wes the forerunner of and developed in- @ 
to the Bethlehem Meeting. According to the annals of the Stevenson Fami- | 
ly written by John R. Stevenson and published in 1902, John Stevenson ] 
bought lend in Hunterdon County and settled there in 1727, his planta- 
tion being located only a couple of miles from the present site of the 
Quekertown Meeting House. It was but two years later, in 1729, when 
‘Bethlehem Friends asked for the privilege of an indulged meeting at the 
seme place. Really the two places, ‘Amwell and Bethlehem were so very 
near together as to reasonably be considered one and the same. Further 
John Stevenson's name appeared with others on the Deed of Trust framed 
in 1733 for the Bethlehem Meeting. This shows he was as much interest- 
ed in the Bethlehem Meeting as he was in the Amwell. 

At ea much later date, 1771, a second Amwell Meeting was indulged 
by the Kingwood Monthly Meeting and continued under its care until 1783 
when Joseph Moore, a recognized minister, in whose dwelling the meetings 
were held, removed to Chesterfield in Burlington County. Then the meet- 
ing appears to have been discontinued as mention of it was dropped from 
the minutes. 


**See Addende P. 208, for additional information. 
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ARNEY'S MOUNT. 


Meeting early called........+.+.+e-snrevesmount. 
Meeting frequently known as ...--++--The Mount. 
Meeting established. ..c secocvcesececcosvsll tis 
First Meeting House built. .c.ecceescesseee1743, 
Second Meeting House builtecccccevcesseveeliloe 
Preparative Meeting established... eecsreeelT76. 
Meeting House burnt.--coseee -eocesse sees eel B00. 
Second burning of the Meeting House.......1809. 
School established about......--..1808 or 1809. 
Preparative Meeting laid down...-..+++++++l870. 
Location east of Mount Holly neer Juliustowm . 


FHKE EHH 


Arney's Mount, a meeting of long standing in the annals of American 
Quakerism, was formerly called Shrevesmount and quite frequently by the 
shorter name of Mount Meeting. Ezra Michener, in his "Retrospect of Uar- 
ly Quakerism," states:- "It appears that Shrevesmount, on the east of the 
f present Mount Holly, was formerly known by that name, while the latter 
he wes called Bridgeton." In the Burlington Monthly Meeting records occurs 
|| Meee the following minute made in 1743, which points to that dete as the year 
| i when Arney's Mount Meeting was organized:- 
| "The meeting having considered the application of sundry Friends, be- 
longing to the upper part of Mount Holly Meeting, do consent that they 
| hold a meeting, according to their request...Michasl Atkinson and Benje- 
| Be sin Carter are to have the oversight of said meeting." 
| Bee Arney's Mount is located abéut four miles to the eastward of Mount 
| © Holly neer Shreve's Station in the township of Springfield. Its story is 


~) en interesting narrative as the following extract from the “History of 
® Burlington County, N.J.," 1883, shows:- 

ZZ ""On the 3d day of 8th month, 1743, sundry Friends belonging to the 
| ie upper part of Mount Holly Meeting made application in writing to Burling- 
‘ton Monthly Meeting for liberty to hold a meeting for worship cn the 
first day of each week, during the winter season, at a school-house 

_ stending near Caleb Shreve's Mount, which the meeting took under consid- 
» eretion, and at the next meeting did consent that they hold a meeting 
f  eccording to their request, commencing from the beginning of 10th month," 
| 

| 


; "The meeting continued to be repeatedly attended, and in 1776 a Pre- 
parative Meeting was established. At this time it numbered in members, 
» adults, 53; minors, 51; total, 104. 
= . “This meeting-house wes constructed of logs. Ephraim Tomlinson, in 
a his journal, says, 'On the 20th day of 6th mo. 1771, I was at the marri- 
} age of my son-in-law, John Gardiner, at the log meeting-house, hard by 
_dulytowm.' 
. A 32d mos 13, 1775, Jonathan Hough, Jr.,y conveyed to ‘Daniel D. Smith, 
Semel Shinn, Samuel Allison, John Comfort, Peter Ellis, Edward Black, 

. and John Hilliard, the survivor or survivors of them, in trust, one acre, 
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two rods, and twenty-five perches of land, to and for the purpose of 


a place to bury their deed." During 1776 a stone meeting-house was nm 
(aa thereon. Fe 

"2d mo. 17, 1800, the wooden portion of this building was mostly 

consumed by fire. It occurrad in the daytime, end when there was much 
snow on the ground. The lower floor was saved from burning by throwing 
snow upon it. 
; "In 1809, during the night following the eunoret of Mery Hough, 
wife of Jonathen Hough, the building was again burned. This time the 
wells slons were uncomsumed, end remained of sufficient strength to 
support the present structure, which was soon erected. 

"This meeting is now known as the Mount Arney Meeting, from the 
fact of the mount being owned by Arney Lippincott, subsequent to its 
being owned by Shreve, hence the name ‘Arney's Mount.' Meetings are 
held here regularly on the first and fifth days." 

The foregoing story of Arney's Mount was published in 1883, since 
which time to the present year, 1929, its meetings have so dwindled a- 
way that the place is now used only for appointed meetings. 

In Thomas Yoody's "Quaker Education in New Jersey", 1923, is found 
this little note regarding a school at Arney's Mount:- ‘Mount Meeting 
seems to heve had no regularly established school before 1808 or 1809. 3 
Then a slight mention ocours in the minutes ‘Certainly, if a school was ‘if 
operated, as begun in 1808, only few of its concerns were brought into’ ~| 
the meetings' minutes.'" 

Hon. Berclay White, in his "Notes on Springfield Township", adds to 
this infornsation by stating:- "On the 30th day of July, 1743, Jonathan 
Hough, son of Deniel Hough, leased for a term of fifty years to Caleb 
Shreve, John West, Michael Atkinson, Joseph Lemb, Julius Ewan, Jacob 
Shinn, Abrsham Merritt, James Lengsteff, Yeoman and Benjamin Carter, 
and Isaec Cowgill, plenters, one acre of land for the use of a_ school- 
houss near the improvements of Nethan Wilson, at the crossing of the i 
great road leading from Bridgetown to the new dwelling-house of the said g 
Jonethen Hough with.the road that leeds from John West's gate to Hanover @ 
rosd, they paying therefor a yearly rent of ono penny, if demended; this 
acre ley et the northeast end of Celeb Shreve's Mount. This echool-house 
wes built of logs." 

As & Froperative Meeting, Arney's Mount, or the Mount Meeting, was 
leid down in 1&70. Since that dete the reguler meetings for worship were 
smell and finally were practically discontinued. In leter years circular 
or eppointed meetings during the summer season heve, especially in very 
recent years, revived a werm interest in the quaint old Meeting House at 
the base of the Mount from which the Meeting derived its name. These oc- 
casional summer meetings have been and continue to be well attended. : 

A visit to Arney's Mount Meeting House on July 14, 1929, when an an- |; 
nuel gethering which completely filled the house wes held, reveels the § 
ploesing fect thet both the House end Burial Ground are kept in very set- | 
isfectory erder. The House has e door on eéch of its four sides, but the 
front is to the south, which pleces the rear to the public road end the 
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entrance gate to the grounds. The date 1775 is on the north side, and on 
the south side, to the left of the door, is a stone marked with the name 
of S. Smith. 

The greveyard is east of the Meeting House on the hillside slope up 
to the wooded tract on the Mount. In it are meny memorial stones, where 
may be read the nemes of Davis, Deecon, Evans, Zarl, Gibbs, Heines, Hough, 
Jesup, Lemb, Lippincott, Newbold, Pencoest, Ridgwey, Shinn, Stevenson, 
Smith, Shreve, Vhite end Lewis. Barclay “hite, mentioned in these notes, 
ig buried in this cemetery, fer up the hillside. Close to where he wés 
interred ere the greves of meny members of the Lamb family. This section 
of the burial ground is thickly overgrowm with lily-of-the-velley which 
hes: become practically wild in its over-spread of the mounds end the inter- 
stices and paths between them. 

Very meny of the heedstones in the Arney's Mount Friends' Greveyard 
have been white-weshed, meking them very noticeable but not eltogether at- 
tractive to the sight. A wll with a date-stone, 1860, surrounds the Buri- 
el Ground. Neer the dete-stone is enother stone in the well betring the 
initials, SV ietitlteu vie 7 ; , 

The compiler's visit to Arney's Mount was due to the kindness of Asa 
MU. Smith of Moorestown, N.J.,; who took him there on July 14, 1929- 


**See Addenda P. 209, for additional information. 
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Meeting organized GUCUt ess sels s ce hlOLs 
Meeting House DULTE Heese scelelarow lr Ohs 
Job Scott preached et Barnegat...-.1785. 
Locetion..+.s+ersccee ee sbernogat, N. d- 
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On the north side of the street st the eastern extremity of the 
town of Barnegat in Ocean County, N.dJ-; 4s a Friends' Meeting House be- 
longing to the Orthodox branch of the Society of Friends, and to Littie 
‘Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting in Burlington Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly 
Veeting. The Friendly element having become much diminished in its commu- 


P oaity, the meeting et this plece has become neerly closed, end in 1929 the 


House end grounds give plein evidence of the need of attention. The House 
sets back from the street and is surrounded by 4 grove of venerable trees 
on one side end a greveyerd on the other, end is approached by a graveled 
walk from the gate in front. The Meeting House is a frame building, which, 
-though beering no dete upon it, doubtless is very old, for et the back 
there is a door without steps of approach, such as in eerly days wes used 
as a substitute for a horse block by women Friends to mount their horses 
in returning home from meeting. An instance of this character wes brought 
to the attention of the compiler of these records when he visited the old 
Friends’ Meeting House at Greenwich in Cumberland County, New Jersey. 
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‘bed, Ce pee ch a oe peetie a Meeting House, with its odd ex- 
er the front door has visible si fh i 4 
e nest of wild bees thet have dis rake tbeetas 
: covered access between the ceiling # 
pee which have become sprung from dampness, meking crecks end openi : 4 
whereby the busy insects may enter. aia 


The gress plot beneath the trees in the grove has become a tengled 
eee spersed with two-foot hi 
he di eh rake ae weeds that spring up in neglected spots. The | 

’ 9 1s tangled with a mags be i x a 
Weedayebutiimineted: here cas i ass of shrubbery grown wild, and high | 


i ; ; in ar- 9 

ea ae groups looking as wild 6s the weeds. Much of eT 
S sO Overspresd with unkem i 

are’ completely hidden, ee ree Pilenta thet. the 


but neer the M i 
feeting House an 
are some memorial stones to be seen, 


greves 
d the entrence gate 


informing the visitor thet memb 
of the Collins, Phero, Tilton rnd Carter families sleep oes age 


Lone kde of neture. One of these stones is inscribed 
Phebe Wife of John Collings & Daughter of Stephen & Delivere Bi 
Died 3mo. 17, 1840 aged 89 years." ; rence Birdsall 
The compiler of these historicel notes concerning Friends‘ Meet- 
ings, wes taken to the Barnegat locality by Cherles H. Parsons of Atlan- 
tic City, N. J., who, though not a member of Friends, had distent con- 
nection with them and was interested in the work of his friend. To him 
is also due the privilege of visiting Tuckerton, Bridgeport, Cape May 
and Somers Point Meeting localities. 

In the "History of Monpouth and Ocean Counties" (the latter was 
originally a part of the former) occur the following notes regarding 
Berneget Meeting House and grounds:- 4 

“The Queker meeting-house at Berneget wes originally built at least if 
as eerly as 1770, as the deed for the land on which it is situated is jj; 
deted June 11, 1770, and it speaks of the mesting-house as then built. é 
The deed was from Timothy Ridgway and Levi Cranmer, of Stafford township, 4 
Monmouth county, to Stephen Burdsel and Job Ridgway, son of said Timothy, | 
of the same place, and Daniel Shourds and Joseph Geuntt, of Little Egg & 
Harbor, in Burlington county, consideration money twenty shillings..... 
The trect is thus described: 'One piece or parcel of land containing one ¥ 
acre end helf querter, lying at Barnegat, in the township of Stafford, in j 
the county of Monmouth, it being part of a tract of five hundred ecres 4 
that the said Ridgwey end Crenmer purchased of Oliver Delaney and Henry 
Coyler, Jr., by one indenture of bargain and sale under their heénds and 
seals deted the ninth day of September, 1759.' 

"The grentees above named deeded the lot, the same date, to 'The 
people of God called Quekers belonging to the monthly meeting held at 
Little Egg Harbor.‘ 4 

"The first named deed was proved before Silas Crane, Judge, July 17,4 

~1813, and recorded at Freehold, Book W. p. 364, July 22, 1813. ‘ 

"The last named deed wes proved before Judge Silas Crane, July 22, 

- 1813, end is recorded et Freehold, Book W, p. 365. The witnesses to the 
first deed were Richard Ridgwsey and Levi Crenmer, Jr. 

"Before the meeting-house at Berneget wes built, Quaker preachers 
travelled along shore, and the first place in what is now Ocesn county 
where they held meetings wes at West Creek. 
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sf "On September 15, 1785, Job Scott preached at Barnegat, though a few 
exercised Friends were present." 


Bernegat Friends' Meeting is, in 1929, practically a closed meeting. 


f The Book of Meetings issued by Arch Street Friends ebout 1905, stated,- 


"The meeting House is generally closed. Key at the house of Merthe Collins. 
| ee+There are less then a dozen members to respond to a cell for e meeting, 
but non-members also come." 

4 There is no mention of Batnegat Meeting in the Book of Meetings in 

t 1937, but floating reports assert there are occasional meetings held dur- 
, ing the summer season. Reports also say the Meeting House premises heve 

» received the needed attention and that the House, graveyard and grounds 


||P have been put in better order than they were at the time the compiler of 


! these notes visited it on May 19, 1929. 
\ Regerding the sage of Barnegat Meeting, J. Henry Bartlett of Tucker- 


| f- ton, states, in 1929:- "The authentic date of Berneget is 1767. They may 


have had meetings earlier but at that date overseers for Barnegat were ap- 
pointed in Little “gg Herbor." 

This stetement conforms to the following extract from Mrs. Leeh 
Blackman's “History of Little "gg Harbor Township," 1879:- "In the year 
1767 there was @ Friends' meeting organized at Barnegat. It was and still 


'+ ig under the jurisdiction of the Littl&awgg Harbor Monthly Meeting. the 


following was taken from the "gg Harbor Monthly Meeting books: ‘Our month- 
ly meeting of women Friends, held at Little Sgg Herbor the llth day of the 


H. 6th month, 1767. This meeting appoints Sarah Ridgwey and Deliverance Bird- 


gall to be in the plece of overseers of Barnegat meeting, and to report 
the state of the mseting to this masting." f 

"Timothy Ridgway and Stephen Birdsall were the overseers of the men's 
meeting at Bernoget, these two men being the husbends of the women who 
were overseers of the women's meeting at Barnegat in the year 1767." 


| 5 —See Addervda, ie 210, fer further information. 


ARI UIU ULLAL ALPEN LOE YI 
BEACH HAVEN. 


Meeting organizadssocccsccvssccceverss sl OrG, 
Meeting House built about....+eseeee++- L880. 
Meeting discontinued... ,eccccvcecerceveelIOl» 
Location. ...sceencesveeeeee bQnch Haven, N.J. 


VHH KEE IH IIE 
Beach Haven Friends' Meeting was an Indulged Meeting of Orthodox 


Friends under the care of Little Ngg Harbor, and after 1901, of Burling- 
ton Monthly Meetong. Of this Meeting, Robert F. Engle, proprietor of the 


— Engleside at Beach Haven, in 1929, wrote:- 


"The meeting house was built by Dr. Asshurst, Archelaus Pharo, and 
Philip Duane possibly. It stood on Third Street next to Archeleaus Pharo's 
cottage, later Dr. Asshurst's. As Walter Pharo was the son and logatae of 
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the donor it was his to dispose of when the mesting was discontinued, He 
presented it to the Beach Heaven Public Library for Library and Mntertain= 
ment purposes and it was moved to a lot on Beach Avenue adjoining and 
belonging to the Methodist Church. 

"Later Mrs. Pharo, now a widow, presented the town with a wonderful » 
new Library building in memory of her husband and his father. 

"There being no further use for the building for such purposes as 
the donor intended, and as it’ occupied ground belonging to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, by consent of all concerned, it was turned over to sald | 
church for Sunday School use. 

"IT am sorry to say TI know of no photogreph of the building when it ! 
was in use as a meeting house. The building as it stands now is the same | 
excepting the porch. The meeting house had e long porch across the front | 
of the building but this is now replaced by a small platform." 

Nathen A. Bartlett of Burlington, clerk of Burlington Monthly Meet» 9 
ing in 1929, edds to the foregoing record by stating:- "I find a minute @ 
of Beach Haven discontinued,- a 

"At Burlington Monthly Meeting of Friends held 3rd mo. 7th, 1907. 
The committee in charge of the indulged meeting at Beech Haven Report A 
That the committee is informed thst the meeting house at Beach Haven is a 
in need of sxtensivs repairs if it is to be maintained in a suitable con- 
dition to hold meetings therein; Also thet Welter 7. Pharo has offered to ij 
purchase the house and lot for $400 a price representing approximetely a 
their present value. The committee also learns that the house was not op- 1 
ened at ell for meeting purposes during the season of 1906, while it was 4 
used but once in 1905 and but twice in 1904. Im view of these facts and | 
of the circumstances set forth in our previous reports, This comnittee a 
is now united in recommending to the Quarterly Meeting that the meeting “J 
at Beach Haven shall be permanently leid dowm, and property sold in ac- a 
cordance with the terms of the Deed of Trust under which it is held. zi 

By direction and on bahalf of the committee 4 
John YW. Tetum, Clerk. @ 


2/26/1907." 
"Taken from the minutes, Nethan A. Bartlett, Clerk. Burlington, in! 
N.Js, 11-14-1929." 4 
J. Henry Bartlett of Tuckerton, N.J., wrote, Sixth Month 3, 1929,  @ 
seying,- "The Beach. Haven meeting was established in the '60's'. It was 
sold perhaps 25 years ago and for a time was used es e library. The Be: 
new library is I believe on the site." 
Beach Haven was considered a closed meeting in 1906 when the fol- ¥@ 
lowing mention appeared in the "Book of Meetings" of Arch Street Friends Al 
issued about that time:- 
"Beech Haven Meatings were held for a number of years during the 
Summer season in this house, but now it is open oniy on special occa- 


sions under authority of the Quarterly Meeting's Committee. Friends in- | 
terested would do well to inquire in advance of James M. Moon, Stephen | 


Girard Building, 21 South Twelfth Street, Philadelphia. There are no 
resident members, however, to respond to a call for a Meeting, and the 
only material for an occasional Meeting would come from the summer pop- 
ulation." 

On July 29, 1938, the compiler of these notes-examined the minute 
books of Little "gg Harbor Monthly Meeting, now kept in the fireproof 
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at No. 302 Arch Street, Philedelphia, end found the following record of 
interest relating to the establishment of the Beach Haven Meeting:- 

"At Little "gzherbour mo. Meeting of Friends held 10th mo loth 1878 
» It is proposed for the consideration of this mo. Meeting that a request 
be Submitted to our Quarterly Meeting to Grent an indulged Meeting dur- 
ing the summer months st Beach Haven Loceted within the limits of this mo 
Meeting: After consideration it wes laid over until our next mo. Meeting " 

"At Little Hggharbor Mo Meeting of Friends held 11th mo 14th 1878 
A proposition having been submitted to this mo Meeting for the establish- 
‘ment of an indulged meeting during the summer Season at Beach Haven, lo- 
cated within the limits of this monthly Meeting, the subject was seriously 
considered and Friends were united in the adoption of such & measure shoul. 
it meet the approval of the Quarterly Meeting under whoss care it should b 
maintained, the number of members of this and other Meetings of our Societ: 
temporarily residing on the Island without eny euthorized arrengement for 
a Meeting for Divine worship, seems to render it a duty to provide some 
means of assemling together for spiritual comfort and Edification and for 
the advancement of Truth The Clerk was directed to forward a copy of this 
minute to the Quarterly Meeting." 

As the deed for the Beach Haven Meeting property was dated 6th Mo. 
25th, 1879, it is very probable that the Meeting House was erected soon 
after and was ready for holding of meetings during the sumner of 1880. 

It was on August 12th, 1930, that the compiler of these records vis- 


.. ited the Beach Haven Meeting locality, have that privilege through the 


courtesy of J. Wilmer Lundy of Newtown, Bucks County, Pa., at the time 
temporarily residing at Ship Bottom, New Jersey, during the summer season. 
de Visiting the Beach Haven Meeting locality in 1930 revealed the fact 
thet ell the pleces intimately associated with the history of the Meeting 
formerly held in the popular seaside resort, are yet in existence and all 
quite close to each other. The cottage of Archelaus Pharo, No. 125 Second 
Street (not Third Street as stated above), now the residence of Mrs. Wal- 
ter Pharo, stands by an open lot or lawn extending to Beach Avenue, the 
game ground on which the Meeting House formerly stood close by the cottage 
and, like it, facing Sscond Street. There, after the meeting was discon- 
tinued, the house was used for the Public Library, and, while serving in 
that capacity, was moved a short distance down Beach Avenue to its pres- 
ent position alongside the Methodist Church. It continued to serve for 
the Library until the handsome new Public Library building, just back of 
the Pharo cottage, but not upon the Meeting House site, was erected in 
1924 at the corner of Beach Avenue and Third Street. This pretty build- 
ing, having the dete of erection in its gable over the entrance door, 
contains, in 1930, seven thousand volumes, is inwardly bright end cheerful 
and outwardly shows prominently to all pessers-by in its covering of white 
peint. After it wes opened as the Public Library, the abendoned Meeting 
House passed into the possession of the adjacent Kynette Methodist Church, 
reverting once more to religious purposes. It is said there has been lit- 
' tle change made in the general sppearance of the building, excepting the 
long porch at the front has been shortened to the present little shelter 
over the doorwsey. In 1930 it is still in its Qusker gray coloring and 
shows marks apperently of the former porch attachment. The Kynette Meth- 
odist Church, to which it belongs, stends at the corner of Beach Avenue 
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and Center Street, is a frame structure, as buildings in Beach Haven ere 
in general, and is attrective in its erchitectural design. a 

NOT!. A few years after the visit of the compiler to Beach Haven, § 
the Kynette Methodist Church was destroyed by fire but the building thet a 
wes formerly the Friends’ Meeting House esceped destruction, although in 4 
great danger at the time. bk 
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In 1929 the Friends' Meeting House in Bordentown, N. J., is still | 
stending, but it is no longer the property of the Society of Friends, having] 
passed into the possession of s hanking corporation whose Benk stands be- @ 
side it at the corner of Walnut Street and Farnsworth Avenue, formerly call-} 
ed Msin Street. The old Meeting House sets back from Fernsworth Avenue 4a 4 
fow yards from the sidewalk, and is clossly pressed upon by the Bank on one | 
side and a store on the other, so that it has a decidedly "Squeezed" and 
crowded look. It is of a dull brownish color and is well overgrown on the 
street side by creeping vines from the ground to the roof. The upper 
shutters to the windows are closed and the lower ones @re ‘open, end the 
vines, during the pessing of the years, have actuslly fastened the closed 
shutters end secureg tightly the open ones by over-running and clésping 
them with their root-like tendrils. 4 

Bordentown Meeting has been leid down end its few members trensferred | 
to Trenton and Crogswicks Meetings. The disused building, after the meet- 
ings were discontinued, served for a few years as & place of storage for 
Mrs. D. H. Clevenger who cerried on a well-peaper business next door. 

The Meeting House is located but a short distance of three blocks 
from the old neglected Burial Ground at the further end of Church Street, 
on a bluff overlooking Blecks Creek. In the Friends' Intelligencer, Third 
Month 18th, 1911, the following interesting account of the Friends’ buri- 
‘gl Ground et Bordentown wes given by Elizabeth B. Satterthweite of Tren- 
ton, New Jerseys- 

"To the historien the old graveyerde at Bordentown, Ne Jey» Will be 
of greet interest, for around the quaint old town hover meny historical 
fects end figures. Thomes Farnsworth, en "nglish Quaker, once imprisoned 
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3 in the mother country for his feith, errived in the year 1677 at the 
mouth of the then recently discovered Delewere. He and his fellow voyag- 


© ers built their cabins where Burlington, N. J., now sténds. His wife, Su- 


eanneh, who wes a minister of the Society of Friends, followed him to the 


#. new world in the winter of 1678. In 1681 Friend Farnsworth, with his wife, 
»* children and servents, moved a few miles farther up the river and made a 


cleéring which hes grown into-the historic town of Bordentown. A quarter 
of a century efter the desth of Farnsworth his rough cabin, end meny ecres 
of lend surrounding it, fall into the hands of Joseph Borden, end after- 
wards what was first known as Farnsworth Landing wes known as Bordentown 
Ferry. The name of Bordentown wes first written in 1739. In 1740 Joseph 
Borden deeded to the Society of Friends the lot now known as the old 
gréve yerd of Friends of Bordentown. The Meeting House was built the same 
yeer, but greduelly declined end finally was laid down and the Meeting 
House closed. One by one the deer old Friends died end were laid to rest 
in the Bordentown Friends' old grave yard. 

"Sometimes tombstones were used to mark their greves. ‘Preserve Brown' 
ie the oldest stone in the yard. He wes buried near e corner of the ground 
and e@ blue marble stone, ebout two feet in height, with the top scrolled 


>in the usuel style of that day and is undoubtedly the first one in Borden- 


town end probebly the oldest stone to be found in any Friends’ gréveyard 
in the State. It bears the inscription: ‘In memory of Preserve Brown, who 
died the 26th day of the 4th month, 1744, eged 65 yeers.' Among a number 
of stones in this yard we notice the nemes of Douglass, Thorn, Davidson, 
Blekly, Poinset, Pancoast, Durell, Wright and. Shinn, Thomes end Aaron Bel- 
legee end their wives. Two of the neme of Hilton, two of Foster, seven of 
the neme of Hense, Fretwell Wright, 1798, and Peter Rainear, 1806. Over 
this yard hover the nemes of some of the makers of history-— and their 
resting place should be a spot made beautiful. But it is a fact to be 
greatly lamented thet the yard hes been totally neglected and is in a de- 
ploreble condition." 

Supplementary to the foregoing is this extract from Woodward's “Histo- 
-ry of Burlington County":- "For many years the Friends for miles around 
buried at Crosswicks Meeting-house ground, but in 1740 Jqseph Borden deed- 
ed to them the lot now known as the Quaker graveyard. As their meeting- 
house wes built thet yeer, it is probable the ground wes soon used for the 
's purpose designated, and thet every portion of it has been occupied. Some- 
- times, but very rerely, tombstones erected to the memory of Friends are 
found in their greveyards. Preserve Brown seems to have been especially 
honored in this respect. He wes buried in the northwest corner of the 
ground....This stone.is..undoubtedly the first one put up in Bordentown." 

Side by side with the Friends’ Burial Ground is the inclosed cemeyery 
of the Episcopsel Church. In it was interred Joseph Hopkinson the author of 
the petriotic song "Heil Columbia." 

In the minutes of Chesterfield Monthly Meeting is the following early 
‘mention of Bordentown Friends' Meeting:- "At a Monthly Meeting of Friends 
held eat their Meeting house in Chesterfield the first of this year 1739 
This Meeting gives liberty to the inhabitants neer Bordentown to keep a 
Meeting there every first day for three months according to their request.’ 

Bordentovm was @ Prepearetive Meeting belonging to Chesterfield Monti- 
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ly Meeting in Burlington Quarter of Philadelphia Yeérly Meeting. It wes | 
evidently established as such ebout 1804, as in thet year its eerliest 4 
minutes were written. The Preparative Meeting minutes of Bordentown from § 
1804 to 1827 ere in the care of Orthodox Friends. There seems to be no 
record of this meeting ever having had e school under its c&re. a 
It was in 1905 thet Burlington Quarter reported to the Yearly Meet- | 
ing at Fifteenth and Rece Streets that the meeting at Bordentown had 4 
been laid down. Its Preparetive and mid-week meetings had alreedy been 
discontinued sbout 1878. 
In the eerly summer of 1929 a movement wes put into operetion by 
the Benking Company owning the property, to convert the Meeting House 
into an office building, and, by the opening of July, all the growth of 
wild vines wes torn away from the front of the building. The House was 
freshly painted and in the re-modeling no elterstion in the outward ap- 
peerarnce was otherwise mede. At that time the following short artivle 
wes published in one of the Burlington County newspapers:- 4 
"The old Meeting House, on Farnsworth avenue, Bordentown, adjoining { 
the Bordentown Benking Company, which was purchased by the bank some 
years ago, now is being re-modeled into an office building. The history | 
of the building is an interesting onee The Friends' Meeting was orgeniz- - 
ed in Bordentown about 1730. The present meeting house was erected about | 
1735. In 1855 the building was altered end repaired. The title of the j 
property was vested in the Friends' Monthly Meeting Society and was held 
in common with other property of the district. Meetings were held once a J 
week. In 1893 the membership declined to eight, although meetings were | 
attended by a considerably larger number than thet, In 1860 the member- 
ship was about 50." 


In the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting records are the following min- | 
utes in reference to the accession of land for Meeting purposes at Bor- | 
dentown. It is the first intimation of a masting of Bordentown Friends, 
but the action is sufficient to insinuate that a meeting of Bordentown | 
Friends was in progress as eerly as 1736, although the first actual men- | 
tion of a Meeting in Chesterfield minutes was on 9th Mo. 1, 1739, when gf 
liberty was given to hold an indulged masting there. - 

"At a Monthly Meeting of Friends held in their Meeting house in 
Chesterfield the 4th of the 9th mo. 1736. Friends appoint Issac Horner, 
Richerd French, Villiam Morris, Joshua Wright % Marmaduke Watson to treat: 
with Joseph Borden about land to build a Meeting house on & for @ grave- — 
yard he having made en offer to some Friends concerning it " 

"At a Monthly Meeting of Friends held at their Meeting house in 
Chesterfield the 2d of the tenth month 1736— The Friends appointed to 
treat with Joseph Borden have been with him & he hath ordered two pieces |; 
of land, one for a Meeting house & the other for a graveyard to Friends ‘ 
satisfaction & Friends desire tsmuel Satterthwaite, Benjae Shreve, Thom-— 
as Newbold, Benjamin Clark Jury Amanieh Gaunt, & Joseph Gardiner to re- 
ceive the Deed and sign ean acknowledgment of Trust for it: This Meeting 
orders Joseph Reckless to make the writings as soon as he can with con- 
veniency." 

On 5th Mo. 7th, 1737, Joseph Reckless reported the Deeds for Meet- 
ing House and Graveyard as done; and on 10th Mo. 1, 1737, the Deed of 
Trust was signed. 
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In the fireproof at No. 302, Arch Street, Philadelphia, are two thin 


» . paper covered pamphlets containing the minutas of Bordentown Women Friends 


» Preparative Meeting from 1804 to 1827. The first pemphlet carries the 
F* minutes to 10th Mo. 25, 1820, and the second, a noticeably smaller men- 
® uscript continues the record to 12th Mo. 26, 1827. These contain chiefly 
Le the answering of the Queries from time to time during that period, but 
the introductory words in the first booklet have a special value in set- 
ing the date of the establishment of the Preparative Meeting. The intro- 


© duction is as follows:- 


"Aecording to the direction of the Monthly Meeting, and the Quarter- 
ly Meeting Concuring therewith a Preparative Meeting of Men & Women 
f Friends was opened at Bordentown the 26th of the 9tn Mo 1804 the Commit- 
f . tee of the Monthly Meeting then attended. Which Meet.t was ordered to 
be held on fourth day preceding tha last fifth day in each month The 
Meeting takeing into consideration the Appointment of a Clerk to Serve 
the Yonen's Meeting Lydia Burton was nominated for that Service & the 
Meeting being United therewith She was Accordingly Appointed. The Over- 
seers being Present, reported no Businefs the Meeting Concluded " 


ee ae 


LEELA AAA 
BURLINGTON. 


Meeting established... ssecccscccccce see clbl ile 
Monthly Meeting established.....eeeeeee+- L678. 
Quarterly Meeting established..........+-1682. 
First Meeting House built .'.-.cercersee er lb83~ 
A new Meeting House built....-.ssceeeeee L716 
Present Meeting House builteccrseccereoeelTB5~ 
Hicksite Meeting House built....-++++++++1845. 
BOCECLON: » a. 0s +6 sles eeletiets vista ee DUr Ling bOns: Ne Je 
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Burlington Monthly Meeting was established in 1678, and hence is sec- 
ond in age of the West New Jersey meetings belonging to Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting. Its name is given to one of the nine Quarterly Meetings of 
Hicksite Friends, being established as such in 1682, and to one of the sev- 
en Quarters of Orthodox Friends. For the Hicksites it embraces Burlington, 
Chesterfield, Mount Holly and Upper Springfield Monthly Meetings; and for 
the Arch Street Friends, where, in 1937, it is known as Burlington and 
Bucks Quarter, it embraces the Monthly Meetings of Burlington, Chester- 
field and Falls. There was a time when it also included Little Egg Harbor 
Monthly Meeting. 

Much has been and can be written about Burlington Meeting. From the 
eerly minutes of the Meeting and from the writings of Samuel Smith, some 
of its earlisst history is obtained:- 
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"At a General Meeting, held at Salem, in the Province of West New Je 
sey, on the llth of the second month, 1682, it was mutually agreed and or- 
dained thet. a Quarterly Meeting be held at Burlington, the second second 
day of the fourth month next ensuing." -(Burlington Monthly Meeting.) 

"Burlington Quarterly Meeting was first set up in 1682, and held at 
the house of Williem Biddle till 1711, when it was agreed to be held al- 
ternate at the mesting-houses in Burlington and Chesterfield." -(Seamuel 
Smith.) 

_ “The Monthly Meeting at Burlington was set up in 1678 and held at the 
houses of John Woolston and Thomas Gardner ‘till the building of the moet- 9 
ing-house in 1696.'" Meotings for worship were first settled in Burling- © 
ton in 1677. "They were first held under tents made for the purpose, and 
then successively at the houses of John Woolston, Thomas Gardner, and his 
widow till the building of the great meeting-house in 1696." -(Semuel A, 
Smith. ) ‘ae 


dreught of a six-square building, of forty feet square from out to out." bey Mi 
-(Burlington Monthly Meeting.) | 
"1691. This day was ordered that Bernard Devnish should not suffer  j@ 
the court to be held in our meeting-house any more." ~({ Burlington Monthly ae 
Meeting. ) aa 
The foregoing notes and minutes are extracted from Ezra Michener's "A H, 
Retrospect of Early Quekerism." An interesting record of Burlington Meet- 4 
ing was told by Thaddeus 5. Kenderdine of Newtown, Bucks Co., Pa. His ac- (im 
count was published in the Friends' Intelligencer, Highth Month 23, 1902, ‘% 


and from it the following extract is teken:- “4 
"Burlington Meeting was ‘set up’ in 1677, and so was one of the oldest 7 
of the Friends in America. Hers, in 1682, wes built the ‘Great meeting- a 


house,’ private houses heving been previously used for worship. This wasa @ 
‘six-square building 48 feet out to out.' I doubt if there was ever puch 7 
enother Friends’ mesting-house built. 4 hexagon on ground plan, there were @ 
double doors next to the street and two windows piercing each of the oth- 4 
er sides. Up the roof, twenty feet from the ground, sat what gave the af 
building the appearance of one of those 'steeple-houses' which so troubled o 
the minds of early Friends. This was a sort of cupola, which rose six foet 
above the roof, topped with a blunt peak, with windows on eech side. Be- 
fore 1691 courts were held in this meeting-house, in which year certain 
Friends made objection thereto through the monthly meeting, when direct- 
ions were given that the building be confined to its special uses. It ! 
stood just in the rear of its successor, and wes shaded by sycamores, an 
immense specimen of which is yet stending. a 
"The present mesting-house is of brick, built about 1785, divided in W 
two perts for the business maetings of the two sexes and with galleries. S: 
The size of the brick part is 66 X 45 with a frame lean-to in the rear, Ny 
60 X 24 feet, for @ lunch room in time of speciel gatherings. The grounds — 
occupy an acre end a half, fronting on the Main Street with an outlet on 4 
Broad, end extending in the rear to Wood, on the other side of which is the y 
front of ‘Bishop Doane’s church,' as it used to be called. A high brick 4 
wall surrounds them, giving them an exclusive appearance. At the time of 
the 'Seperetion' the Conservative Friends wera in power,.and neturally 4 
kept possession...... 
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.° “For the use of (Rece Street) Friends, a meeting-house 40 feet by 40 
Ywas erected in 1845. Alweys smell, the meeting was stimulated at the com- 
)ing of Jchn Parrish, who there ministered tefore end. since 1858. After 
p removal it weekened, end for e while wes discontinued, though throvgh the 
, liberality and influence of George Warner, who moved into the neighbor- 
) hood, and who from his own means neetly fitted up the interior of the 
| meeting-house, its life was prolonged. A few years ago, arrengements were 
jmede by which meetings ero held once e& month." 
; After 1827 the Hicksites et Burlington rented "the old cocconery then 
* stending on Zast Union Street ebout where the Methodist Church now stends 
Puntil in 1845" they erected a meeting-house of their own. 
In 1929 the Hicksite Meeting House is yet stending on High Street 
) near Federal, but it is now s Polish Catholic Church whose congregeticn | 
p has added ea front porch and mede other changes to fit the building for the 
F needs of their religious order. The date 1845 is in the gable facing the. 
p street. The doors which formed the entrence for the Friends on the east 
side of the building have been converted into windows, end the end of the 
» house toward the street has been medée the entrance to the building in its 
BP leter capacity as a Catholic Church. 
In the large graveyard et the reer of the Orthodox Meeting House are 
interred the bodies of meny femilies, emong which the memoriél marbles re-~ 
cord ths names of Allinson, Grellet, Thomes,.Bishop, Deacon, Ellis, Creft, 
 Woolmen, Sholl, Taylor, Yardley, Kirkbride, Gummere srd Abbott. The widow 
f of Joseph John Gurney, Blize Kirkbride Gurney,.was buried in the fer ex- 
» tremity of the yarc near Wood Street. One of the oldest stones, very much 
| crumbled by time, marks the grave of “Amer Brown who departed this Life 
» No of llth 1744 Aged 17 yeers." Another, still older, is simply marked 
BPD Bevitee 

On York Street, near Union, is a well preserved brick builcing erect- 
» ed in 1779 for and used as a Friends’ school house until 1875. It is no 
longer Friends' property but is now used by the Union Clinic League. 
2 On Seventh-day, 6mo. 20, 1931, the 250th anniversary of the founding 
f of Philedelphie Yeerly Meeting was celebreted at Burlington Friends' Meet- 
| ing House on High Street, Burlington. Accounts were published in the 
'Friends' Intelligencer, 7mo. 4, 1931, end in The Friend, 7mo. 9, 1931, 
' end the progrem of the day, with descriptions of the historical pageants 
F end the printing of some of the pepers prepared for the occasion, was pub- 
_ lished in the Autumn Bulletin of the Friends' Historical Association. The 
t following note is taken from the Bulletin:- 
"whet wes probebly the lergest end most significant meeting ever helc 
| under the auspices of Friends' Historical Association convened et Burling- 
P ton, New Jersey, Sixth Month twentieth, 1931. It wes the annual summer 


h. meeting of the Association. It commemoreted a gathering held et the seme 


flace in 1681, from which in the course of time developed Philedelphia 

| Yearly Meeting. Estimates of the number present varied from fifteen hund- 

» red to two thousend people. The present writer would plece the number at 

. seventeen hundred. In any case it was e much larger company of Friends 

fF then most of us hed ever seen together before or will perhaps see again." 
The chief paper prepared for the meeting wes written by Amelie Mott 

Gummere. In it wes steted:- 
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"In 1685 ministers or 'public Friends' begen to meet apart from oth- | 
ers, and this soon beceme the custom. Before this, eny one who spoke accep- ai 
tably to Friends in preaching wes e minister. To avoid trouble, however, ay 
when certain disorderly spirits arose, a certificate of acceptability fron | & 
their Monthly Meeting to this body was edopted, and thus arose the meeting 
for Ministers and @lders. These last consisted of ‘two or more Friends ap- 
‘pointed to sit with the ministers in their meetings,' with no perticular , 
instructions es to their duties in the minute of 1714 which appointed them | 
In time, however, they exerted great power. Until 1740, all these meetings J 
had been closed to women, who in thet year were included. The first Monthly 4 
Meeting in Philedelphia began its minutes 'the Friends of God.....being met.‘ 
Leter they are called 'The people of God;' 'The people of the Lord;' ‘The @ 
people célled Quakers,'which was the usual title in legel and other docu- 
ments. But although they celled each other Friends, tho term, SOCIETY OF @ 
FRIENDS seems not to have been adopted as a corporete title during coloni- 
al times." a 

"At the next Yeerly Meeting in 1685, they! arrange for cna entertain- 
ment of strangers. ‘It being proposed thet Friends thet come’ from the sev- 4 
eral meetings of the other provinces should be taken cere for end Accommo- | 
dated at the plece where the General Meeting ‘shall be kept. In order there-,% 
tnto the seid Friends, Strangers, are desired to repeir to Thomas Gardner | 
in Burlington, who Friends will advise with for their Accommodation. At the | 
next Yeerly Meeting some place to be appointed also in Philadelphia fcr the 4 
same service.' In the ssme meeting George Keith is one of the Committee to @ 
prepere ea letter to ‘acquaint Friends in England with the affairs of Truth, 
and Friends here, with a selutation of love.’ The meeting in 1685 wes the © 
first held in the hexegonal meeting house." | 

The following note in the Bulletin sets some early detes at variance ¥ 
to those taken from other suthorities in thie sketch of Burlington Meeting. {| 

"Present Friends' Meeting House, High Street, Burlington, New Jersey. 
(Where the enniversary meeting wes held, 1931.) This building wes erected 
in 1784, on or near the site of the hexagonal house of 1662, illustrated a- 
bove. Philadelphis Yearly Meeting was held here and in Philadelphia alter- 
nately until 1760, when the latter city became its permanent home. Inthe .§ 
buriel ground at the reer of the meeting house were buried the Indien Chief @ 
Ockanickon, and meny noted Friends: John Kinsey, the elder, 1677; Semuel 
Smith, the historian, 1776; Stephen Grellet, 1855; Elize P. Gurney, 1881; 
the families of Cox, Dillwyn, Deecon, Seattergood, and mény more." 

It is stated in Mrs. Gummere's peper; in reference to the early com- 
ing to Burlington:- "Although these Englishmen were furnished with a royal 
Charter, they were not willing to take the Indian lands without peying for 
them. Heving with them severel Swedes and Dutch who acted for them as in- 
terpreters (Lesse Cock, Peter Rembo, Henry Jecob Felkenburg, Israel Hel- 
‘wies), they arrenged to pay the original owners fer the lend. The Friends 
head been told in Mngland whet to bring, for this is wheat wes demanded, and 
paid: '30 matchcoats, 20 guns, 30 kettles, end one greet one, 30 pair hose, 
20 fathom duffeld, 30 petticoats, 30 narrow hose, 30 bars of leed, 15 small 
berrels of powder, 70 knives, 30 Indian axes, 70 combs, 60 pair tobecco 
tongs, 60 scissors, 69 tinshaw looking glasses, 120 awl blades, 120 fish . 
hooks, 2 grasps red paint, 120 needles, 60 tobacco boxes, 120 pipes, 200° 
bells, 100 jewsharps, 6 enchors of rum.' 
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"There were powpows ebout hunting rights and landm&rks, end other 
yy things, including the ssle of rum by Swedes and Dutch, which wes working 
F such havoc among the red men, and finelly there wes held a greet Indian 
my conference on the spot, where eight Sachems under the chief Ockenickon 
f.met Friends, snd with four wempum belts in token of good. feith, renewed 
fH with the whites their first pledges. Ockanickon is the Chief who showed 
, such kindness to the settlers, .and who came to their meetings. His charge 
| to his nephew and succassor before his death is on racord, witnessed to 
e by six Friends and the interpreter Falkenburg. On his death, just after 
Hm the first Yearly Meeting was held, he was buried at his own request, in 
m the graveyard, where a boulder and tablet have been recently placed in 
FP his memory. His fine character is referred to by the historian, Swith. 
«Both Indiens and Friends met in a great concourse, and with great solem- 
nity attended his funeral under the old sycamora, still standing to-day." 
On the boulder erectad at thse grave of ng te following in Burling- 


ton Friends’ Burisl Ground, is 8 tablet bearing the following, inscription:- 
"Near this spot lies the body of the Indian Chief \ OCKANICKON Friend of 
the VYhite Men whose last words wera 'Be plain and fair to all, both Indi- 
an and Christian as I have been.’ 1681. "rected by Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. 
Cempers of .Cemp Ockeanickon, 1930." 

George DeCou of Moorestown, N.J., in his valuable researches among 
the early Minute Books of Burlington Meeting, has uncoversd some very in- 
teresting items of history concerning the early Meecting House belonging 
to the mesting. He states in a paper called "A Forgotten Mecting House", 
which was printed in the Autumn Number of the Bullstin of the Friends’ 
Historical Associstion, 1937;- "The story of the meeting houses in Bur- 
lington, N.J., has frequently been told but saldom do we find any refer- 
ence to the brick meeting house erected in 1716 ‘for ye Servis of ye Year- 
ly Meeting.' Bowden states that 'e new meeting house was erected in Bur- 
lington in 1715 on ground given by Thomas etherill,' which is correct ex- 
cepting thet Friends paid ten pounds for the lot. 

-  "“kmelia Mott Gummere correctly places it on the northern side of 
Broad Street, east of High Strsaet, adjoining the lot on which the Baptist 
© Church now stands, but errs in stating that it was ‘an ordinary dwelling; 
» purchased and used by Friends ss a mecting house.’ Both writers seen to 
F have been a bit hazy as to their knowledge of this little kaown meeting 
f house. The following excerpts from the meeting records quite definitely 
) prove thet.a mesting house was erected in 1716: 

q ""At a Quarterly Meeting of ffrds held at our Meetinghous in Ches- 
terfield this 28th of ye 9mo. 1715. It is agreed at this Meeting that a 
Meeting hous be built in Burlington for the Servis of ye Yearly Meeting 
and thet this Meeting will defray the Charge. This Meeting appoints San- 
uel Smith Daniel Smith Semuel Bunting and Peter Fretwell to agree with 
workmen and Set them to work; about the Same.’ - 

"'at the Quarterly Meeting of ffrds held at our Meeting hous in 
Burlington ye 27th, of ye 12 mo. 1715. It tis agreed at this Meeting that 
a Brick hous be built In Burlington for ye Use of the Yearly Meeting. Ac- 
cording to the dementions hereafter Mentioned, Yiz: 40 foot Long and 30 
foot Vide end Ten foot of wall above the floor; at thea discretion of the 
ffrds Mentioned for the Servis and that Subscription be forthwith Made 
In order to “nable the Said to procurs the Said work to be Ready us they 
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Can for ye Servis of ys Next Yearly Meeting.' 

""At ye Quarterly maeting held in our meeting house in Burlington 
this 25th of ye 12 mo 1716 The Subscriptions made toward building the 
new meeting house ere not yet all paid therefore this meeting desires 
that all the remiss persons may be dealt with by the monthly meetings 
to which thoy belong to meke Speedy payment thereof, whsreas:Samuel © 
Smithe, Bemuel Buntin, Daniel Smith and Peter ffretwell were appointed 
by this mesting to build a Meeting house in Burlington for the Service 
of the yearly Meeting which they have accomplished and it is the agree- 
mont of this meeting that the fence about the Seme. Shéll be made and 
maintained at the charge of this mesting.' 

".eeeeThe location of the building is quite definitely fixed on 
wast Broad Street by the following deed and declarstion of trust execut- 
ed on the ‘Sixteenth dsy of third Month, Called May 1716' (the deed is 
at 302 Arch Street, Philadelphia.); 


and Samuel Smith one Certains lott of lend Situate lying and being in 
the Towne of Burlington on ye North Side of ye broade Stree neare ye 
Mid Way betweene High Streete and York Street and Pronbeth on ye Said 
broade Street in length Sixty foot and also Runeth Backwards North & N 
West according to ys Course of High Street Sixty foot So that ye front 
line & Back line & Side lines are all of Equall length Sixty foot.' 

",..+-Yearly Meetings doubtless were held in this meeting house un- (@ 
til 1760, after which no sessions were held in Burlington; end it is not %@ 
unlikely that quarterly meetings also were held there at timas, as it ey 
wes the lergest meeting house in the town at that time, excepting the . 
hexagonal building on High Street, which could not be satisfactorily 
heated during the winter months. It was used as a schoolhouse shortly 
after being erected, ae Se ae by the following minute of the quar-. if 
terly meeting, deted ‘ye 25th of 12th mo 1722:! a 

""this meeting agrees hat Burlington friends may have the use of the | 
new meeting house to teach Scool in provided they Can have a Scool master [vj 
that is in unity with friends and when it Shall be So imployed ye Said a 
Burlington friends to keep it in Repairs as to windows.’ . 

"A Quarterly Meeting minute, dated 8 Month 30, 1779,-shows that the 
first Friends' school officially under the care of the meeting was held: 
in this mesting house. The minute reads: 

"'The Meeting was Informed that in pursuance of "ncouragement receiv- ij 
ed from the Committee which has the Gare of the Meeting House Situate on 
Broad Street in Burlington Friends of that Town had proceeded to make to 4 
the House considerable Repairs in order to Accommodate it for a School ‘ff 
which they are about to open Agreeable to the Racommendation of the Year- iq 
ly Meeting, and that they desire the Consent of this Meeting to Use the qi 
House with the Lot for the Said purpose. Which being Considered, it is By 
now Agreed thet the Said Friends have Liberty to fit up the Said Meeting a 
House for the purpose of a School at their "xpence, and to Occupy the a 
same with the Lot belonging to it.' “a 

"In 1784 the trustees of the school purchased 'a Lot of ground ad- ‘| 
joining the Meeting House Lot fronting Broad Street,' and John Cox and 
others were appointed by the Monthly Meeting to take title for the same. {| 
On the {Second day of Seventh Mo 1793' the trustees of the Preparative 
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Meeting School made the following report to the Monthly Meeting: ‘We 
the Trustees of tha School belonging to the Preparetive Meeting of Bur- 
lington, having been directed by said Meeting to dispose of the Lot & 
Building on Broad Street, lately purchased of the Quarterly Meeting to- 
gether with a part or the whole of the edjoining Lot, in order to onabl 
us to Brect a new School House, according to the Conclusion of the prep. ° 
Meeting...-.--request thet the seid Committee may be directed by the 
Monthly Mesting to do whet tha occasion may require.' Ths comnittee wa 
directed 'to attend to and do what the said Trustees may see to be necea- 
sary.' 

"Under suthority of this minute the brick schoolhouse now standing 
at the southeast corner of York and Penn Streets was erected shortly af- @& 
terwards. It has often been seid that some of the materiel from the hex- @ 
agonal meeting house on High Street was used in the construction of the | 
school, but I have not, es yet, found any documentary evidence to support 14 
the tradition. The building is in good condition and with the exception of | 


the dormer window its external appearence is apparently the same as when Ef. 
constructed." 


B 
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*XSee Addends, P. 210, for further information. Aled P. 211. 1 
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Moeting organi zéduvriwaails scisscisie's cfc + os L604. a 
Monthly Meeting established......s+eer---l 684. je 
First Meeting House built......ssee+e++++1693, a 
Second Meeting House built....-.++s-0++--1706.~ ‘dal 
Second Meeting House enlarged...eecceees+1753~ Bs 
Third Meeting House built. econcccccscesoliias 
Orthodox Meeting House built............-1834. ay 
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Chesterfield is a Monthly Meeting of Burlington Quarter of Philadel- ay 
phia Yearly Meeting of both brenches of the Society of Friends, and com-' @ 
prises thé Preparstive Meetings of Crosswicks and Trenton. Eerlier it al- 
so included East Brench, Bordentown and Stony Brook. The story of the es- ji 
tablishnent of the Meeting end the erection of its Meeting House is told 
in the “History of Burlington County, N.J.," 1883, from which the follow- @ 
ing is extracted and abbreviated:- ‘| 

"The first religious organization perfected within the present limits am 
of Chesterfield towns ship wes the Friends' Meeting at Crosswicks which was W 
organized in the yesr 1684, by Francis Davenport. Meetings were first held’ ! 
in Mr. Devenport's house. From the first book of records of Chesterfield a 
Monthly Meeting commencing 2d of 8th month 1684, the following is extract- 4 
ed. 4 

""At our monthly meeting at ffrencis Devenport's House near Crosswicks | 
Creeke, the place now called Chesterfield, in West Jersey, ye 24 of ye i 
Smo. 1684. It is egreed thet a weeke Dey meeting be kapt every fourth Dry @ 
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of the weeks at ye house of Mathew Wetson except ye weeke im which’ the 

monthly mestings falles which is the first fifth Day of every month end 

the time of Nach meetings beginning to be att ye tenth hour of the Dey.' 
wi SmOs Sth 1687. Friends somewhat remote from our meeting dasire 

to have A first Days meeting amongst themselves it wes consented unto 

that they might have one day at George Hutcheson end another day Johm 


b. Cortis (Curtis) house to continus until the next Querterly meeting. ' 


bi "'Sth mo. 3d 1690. Friends finding sum inconveniency by ye first. 

|. day meeting being kept at so many Places have egreed that our whole moet- 
'. ing be kept ye next first day et ffrencis Devenports end the next first 
efter Chesterfield meeting to be kept at Edward Rockhill end Nottinghen 
meeting to bo kept at Thomes Lemberts ye next after to Gather at Robert 
kiurfries, ye next efter Chosterfield meeting to be kept at Williem Biddles 
end Nottingham et Mahlon Steceys.' 

Regarding the building of a decitee Hougse the following extracts from 
the meeting minutes ere eppliceble. 

"'2m0. 2d, 1691. friends heve had in consideration the plece for build- 
ing @ mesting house end et present not egreeing upon it leeve it to fur- 
ther consiceration.' : 

"smo. 2d, 1691. friend taking into consideretion the necessity of 
Building two meeting houses it is thought convenient that it mey be con- 
sidered of before the next meeting of yt full Result may be then known 
that Mehlon Stecey end John Wetsford consider with friends et ye fells end 
John Snowden end Dsniel Bacon consider with friends on ye other side a- 
tout it. * 

""6th mo. 6th, 1691. The building of ye meeting house being taken in- 
to consideration a meeting house on this side is Generally agreed upon 
to be built end the Greatest pert of friends think best to have it et ye 
Gréeveyard.' 

WNLititime <Aiths B60) seit is egreed by the meeting that ffrencis Dev- 
enport, Semel Andrews, Willism Wood, end Samuel Bunting with Thomes Gil- 
terthorp be ena ere appointed to treet with a Cerpenter or Carpenters e- 
bout the Building of a meeting house at or neer the Graveyerd near Cross- 
wicks Eridge in Chesterfield township.' 

"10th mo. 4, 1692, the committee was suthorized to let the work unto 
John Greene, end during the same yeer the meeting-house wes completed. 


P The first meeting held in this house upon its completion is thus noted: 


""At the monthly meeting of friends et the meeting house in Chester- 


. field ye 6th of ye 8mo. 1693, nothing yt needs ecg oeeney 


"The meetings heretofore held at the house of William Biddle, Edward 
Rockhill, and Ann Murfries were discontinued, snd meetings were held in 
the new meeting-house until 1706, st which time a new and more commodious 
house of worship wes erected neer the old one. This was of brick, beauti- 
fully situated on a high elevation overlooking the towm. We find by the 
old records that in 1753 the meeting had increased tc such an extent that 


i an enlargement of the meeting-house wes deemed necessary. This edifice 


supplied their wants until 1773, et which time the present meeting-house 


"was erected. This old, time-worn structure was occupied for a time during 


the Revolutionary wer by the American troops as 8 berracks. On Sunday the 
benches were arrenged, end worship was held as usual." 

The Friends' Burial Ground at Crosswicks is the oldest cemetery in 
Chesterfield township, and one of the oldest in the stete of New Jersey. 
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It was established in 1685 and the first notice of a burial is that of 
“Mery, daughter of Anthony end Hannah Woodward, who was interred on the 
13th day of the lst mo., 1686." But none of the old-time gréves are 
marked with memorial stores. ; 

Chesterfield Friends' Meeting, officially so-called though frequent- 
ly called Crosswicks, the name of the village in which the two Meeting 
Houses @re located, sets high above the benks of Crosswicks Creek. Both 
Meeting Houses, only a couple’ of squares epart, are finely built on ele- 
veted ground and are well-preserved brick buildings. The Orthodox Meet- 
ing House on Mein Street is the smaller house, has no date of erection on 
its walls, but was a new building in 1834, according to record found in 
"The Friend", snd is as neat and trim as a new building in 1937. Just back 
of it is its graveyerd where the low memorial stones, ell in perfect accord 
with Friends' restrictions, reveal the resting places of various members 
of the Allinson, Bertram, Bunting, Devis, Folwell, Hendrickson, Middleton, 
Nicholson, Parry, Satterthwaite, Shreve, Thorn and Weln femilies. Joseph 
S. Middleton, 1839-1928, and his wife, Harriet H., 1831-1913, prominent 
members of the Meeting, are buried there. At the rear, yet further back of 
the Buriel Ground, is the school-house belonging to Orthodox Friends, in 
which formerly the Crosswicks Grange held its meetings. / 

The Hicksite Meeting House, in the midst of speécious|grounds, is in 
the middle cf the village. With its romantic reminiscences of the American 
Revolution, it cleims en interest of its own. It faces the south, and on 
the north side & cannon-ball, imbedded in the wall neer an upper window, 
several feet above the ground, cen be seen. For oe nimber of yeers this re- 
lic of the Revolution wes kept as a curiosity in the possession of e@ pri- 
vate family but efterwerds was restored to its originel place in the wall, 
end cemented there to secure it from falling out. 

The date of erection, 1773, is in the western gable, and it wes the 
western end of the house that was occupied by the soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion, marks of axe and rope being still discerned on the woodwork of the 
interior. Near the southeast corner of thw House is the school-house, now, 
in 1930, used by the public school of the town. About the Meeting House 
is the eerly Burial Ground of the pioneer Friends, but their graves are 
unmarked. However, neer the school-house there is 6 marked grave of later 
dete. The inscription records "Increase Woodward died 6mo. lst 1822 In 
her 8lst year." At quite a distance beck, or north of the Meeting House 
and the line of wegon-sheds, is the main location of some later inter- 
ments. There, on ® slight bluff considerably above the level of the street, 
reset members of the families of Bellangee, Black, Bruers, Cersleke, For- 
sythe, Hell, Killey, Newbold, Setterthwaite, Taylor end Thorn. One stone 
bears this inscription:- "Surg. J. B. Bellangee Born 10th mo. 7th 1628 
Died 10th mo. 6th 1865 st New Berne N. C. with yellow fever contracted 
while engaged in the service of his country." 

This greveyard by the Chesterfield Meeting House at Crosswicks is 
no longer used, and Friends of the Meeting and the neighborhood are now 
buried in the handsome cemetery north of Crosswicks, about a helf mile 
beyond the village and Creek, in the neighboring county of Mercer. 

Thomas Chalkley, the eminent Quaker minister, visited Stony Brook 
.and Chesterfield in 1725. He wrote in the Journel which he kept:- "About 
the letter end of the third month, I went to the quarterly meeting of min-~ 
isters end elders for the county of Burlington; and from thence to Stony- 
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brook; where, on @ first dey, we hed a lerge meeting in Joseph Worth's 
bern, which wes crowded with people, and was a solid, good meeting. From | 
Stony-brook I went to Crosswicks, and was at their youth's meeting, which ai 
was the largest IT hed ever soon in that place; I told them they might sey. 
as the sons of the prophets did, that 'ths plece was too straisht for thea, 
end edvised them to enlarge it. IT wes gled to see such a large. sppearance (ap 
of sober people, and so great an increase of youth, in this wilderness of 
America, and exhorted them to live in the fear of God, that his blessings “4M 
might still be continued to them; and en exercise was on my mind for the wii 
welfere of the young people, to show them the danger of sin and vanity, and (3 
of keeping ill company, and following bad counsel; and thet the young king, i 
Rehoboam (Solomon's son) lost the greatest part of his father's kingdom, by @ 
following the company end counsel of vain young men; and thet many young 
men in this age hed lost and spent the estates their fathers had left them, 
by the like comfort, and brought thenselves to ruin, and their femilies to 
poverty and want. Divers lively testiments were delivered in this moeting, 
end it ended with edoration and praise of Almighty God; and although - the 
moeting held more than four hours, the people did not seem willing to go if 
away when it was over; for indeed it was a solid, good mweeting." 
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EAST BRANCH. | 4 
“established under the name of Robins Meeting. z 
‘Meeting organized about. werseeenvecsvves 1739. a 
Meeting House Bade aocrvroeveneveseeov vee +1789. A 
Preparative Meeting established....esee, ; i 


Friends’ School established......++++++-l80l. ie 
Neme changed to Hast Branch..........++ -1804. Mf: 


Ai | 
East Brench Meeting House built.....+..e1l8k6. - - q 
Preparative Meeting laid down.-...-.++++-1859. uf 
MGeGUANE Gi ScOntincde's vise scre re cls sce elLOlOs a 
Location in neighborhood of..Clerksburg, N.J. ih 
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Hast Branch, 8 Preparative Meeting belonging to Chesterfield Monthly 
Meeting in Burlington Quarter of Philadelphia Yeerly Meeting of the Society i 
of Friends, is located about seven miles to the eastward of Allentown, and 
perhaps a couple of miles from Clarksburgh in Monmouth County, New Jersey. @| 
It is an old Meeting thet was originally established under the name of Rob- 
ins or Robbins Meeting, being known by that name until 1804, when it was 
altered to Bast Branch. Its records as # Preparative Meeting begen in 1800 
end the minute books from that date to 1827 are in the care of Orthodox % 
Friends eat Third end Arch Streets, Philadelphie, and its later records are @ 
in charge of Chesterfield Monthly Meeting at Crosswicks, N. J. As a meeting 
for worship it was established long before 1800, according to the following 
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mention nade in Frenklin Pllis's "History of Monmouth County, N.J.," 
published in .1885:- 

"Wast Brench District, No. 16. The Friends established a meetin, and 
erected 2 meeting-house in this locelity in 1739, and soon after erected 
a school-house that stood prior to 1819 between the present residence of 
J. West and %. T. Hendrickson. The road formerly pessed between these two 
ferms, and the old house was on a corner. It is about twenty feet in di- 
ameter; a door covered by @ porch occupies one side; eech of the other 
sides contains ® smell window. The roof is a steep pitch and shingled. 


“ °@he interior is lathed and plastered to the peak, which is surmounted by 


a chimey. The stove stands in tho centre of the room. This unique struc- 
ture is still used end in good preservation. The district contains eight- 
y-five scholars of school age. (1885.)" 

Another suthority, Thomas Voody's "Quaker Educetion in New Jerseys" 
1923, states that the school at Hast Branch was established in 1801] and 
wes “apparently discontinued in 1833 but a school fund continued and in 
1849 amounted to $1277.07." 

The Meeting at East Branch continued later then its Preparative 
Meeting, end was nemed among the meetings for worship in Burlington Quar- 
ter of Hicksita Friends in 1904, but evidently its Meet ing House was on- 
ly used for special or circular meetings. In 1928 the Meeting House is 
designated in the Year Book of Race Street Friends as "unused." 

The following clippings from the Friends' Intelligencer, the first 
of Sixth Mo. 22, 1889, the second, Seventh Mo. 25, 1891, are of interest 
in regard to Nast Branchs- 

_ (1).- "Please publish that Chesterfield Monthly Meeting of Friends 
united in the eppointment of four circular meetings, to be held at their 
old maeting-house at Fast Branch, in Monmouth county, N.J», ons in each 
of the following months, Sixth, Seventh, Highth, and Ninth months. The 
seid meeting wes laid down meny yeers ego, there being very few Friends 
in the neighborhood. The location is high, with surroundings of good pro- 


ductive farms, and comfortable homes, inhabited by a class of peoples who 


geom pleased to have an opportunity of attending a Friends' meeting, as 

wes evidenced on last First-dey, by the large number who. were very at- 

tentive listeners to Dr. Franklin T. Haines, of Rancoc&s, who was favor- 
ed.to speak to them with greet power.” 

(2).- "On First-dey afternoon, Seventh month 19, (1891) the Circu- 
lar Meeting was held at Wast Branch, N.J-, under the care of a committos 
appoirited by Chesterfield Monthly Meeting. The day was all that could bs 
desired, and the meeting-house wes comfortably filled by an orderly and 
epprecieative company, (the sexes being about equelly divided), composed 
of people from different religious denominations. Some, knowing nothing 
whetever of Friends’ principles, or their manner of worship, expressed 
themselves es being much pleased with Dr. Franklin T. Heines's exposit- 
jon of them; which was given in his usual cleer manner, being very cher- 
iteble towerds those of other denominations. The next meeting is appoint- 
ed for Tighth month 16, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, being the third 
First-dey in the month, end a desire is felt that someone of our minis-~ 
tering Friends will feel it e duty to attend the meeting." 

Dr. Ezre Michener, in his valueble "Retrospect of Ferly: Quekerism" 
makes no mention whatever of Nast Brench, either concerning its early es- 
tablishment or of its declining years. However, the following minut s 
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from Burlington Quarterly Meeting gives some accurate information con- 
cerning the erection of the first Meeting House at East Branch, sarly 
called Robbins Meeting. A minute in the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting 
records, stetes the Meeting House was repaired and enlarged in 1753. 

"At our Querterly Meeting held at Chesterfield the 26th of 3m 1740 
It being mo'd to this mesting that the meeting House nesr Moses Robbins 
is neer finished and that there is a Considereble sum of money wenting 
in order to pey for the sane besides whet hath been Collected within 
the Verge of Chesterfield Monthly Moeting which this Meeting refers 
to the Cere of severel monthly meetings " 

It wes reported to the Yearly Meeting of 1859 that the Preparative 
Meeting et “ast Brench hed been discontinusd, and egein in 1870 that 
the Indulged Meeting there had been laid down. 

During the sixty yeers thet heave passed since the Friends' mseting 
at Fest Brench wes laid down, the raveges of time and disuss heve made 
visible marks on and ebout the Meeting House. A visit to the place in 
February, 1939, by the compiler of these historic records, eccompanied 
by his nephew, Asa M. Smith of Moorestown, N.J.; found the venerable 
Meeting Houses, not a beautiful structure, but very attractive, stending 
quite lonely by the side of the highway, with noticeable/ signs of decay 
about the porch and other woodwork. It is 8 two-story brick building 
with & prominent marble dete-stone marked 1816 over the porch on the 
sice of the building facing the road. It looks rether bleek, but there i 
ere severél locust trees in the limited grounds about it, and to the left ja 
is e burisl-ground in which ere e number of memorial stones, some ad- 
hering to Quaker restrictions in size and wording, 6nd others not. A- 
mong the nemes seen sre Cumninghem, Field, Harrison, Hendrickson, Horn- 
er, Kirby, Lee, Miller, Potts, Rue, Tantun, Teylor end Wright. fmong the ae 
older detes ere two hecdstones marking the graves of "Sareh Teylor born a 
7m 15, 1765, died 3m 23, 1832," and "Sdward Teylor M.D. born 7m. 6, 1766, 
died 5m. 2, 1835." Another interesting grave is that of Heleneh Tentum, 
1629-1923. There are several unlettered old brown stones, rough and un- , 
polished, to be seen in Rast Branch Gréveyerd. As there ere no Friends 
now in this community, end as there have been burials since the Meeting 
wes leid down, it seems es if the cemetery may be used by non-members of 
Friends. 

**See Addenda p. 209 for further information. 
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Location, -Ort hodox..< see se se ol UCKertons Ned. 
Location, Hicksite...... --Bridgeport, N.J. 
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Tuckerton Frierds' Meeting, the present representative of Little 


® Leg Herbor Monthly Meeting, dstes from en. early time in New Jersey's ec- 


clesiasticel history.The extrects here quoted from Mrs. Leeh Bleckmen's 
"History of Little "gg Harbor Township," published in 1868, discover a 
number of interesting facts relative to this Meeting and the little town 
in which it is located. Regarding the origin of the name of the town, it 
is stated:- 

"The ancient inhabitants of the surrounding country went to a meet- 
ing and to mill et the plece celled Quekertown, and people wrote about 
the Little “gg Herbor meeting-house es though the name of the hemlet, end 
surveyors and lend-owners bounded their lend on the road thet ‘leeds to 
the Egg Harbor meeting-house,' and it does not eppeer to have hed eny oth- 
er neme. Tredition seys it was once known as Fishtown, and then some sple- 
netic individual nicknamed it 'Clemtown,' end thus it seems it existec a 
long time without s stationary name; finally the Hon. Wbenezer Tucker re- 
solved on giving the village «& permanent neme. In order to accomplish his. 
leudeble determinstion, he made a feast to which he invited all the inhab- 
itents of the township, on the condition thet the village should be styléd 
Tuckerton, in honor of the giver of the benquet, end it was then and there 
60 nemed by ecclamstion." 

Leah Blackmen considered the Tuckerton Meeting of Friends "the old- 
est on the coast of New Jersey, from Cape Mey to Shrewsbury, Monmouth coun- 
ty." Of its history she still further releted:- 

"In the year 1704 Edward Andrews established a Friends' Meeting in 
Tuckerton, end in the year 1708 he déeded the society two ecres of land on 
which he built a meeting-house, end formed a greveyard, end in the yeer 
1709 the meeting house wes erected, end in the year 1715 e Monthly Meeting 
_wes orgenized. Some time efter the establishment of the Monthly Meeting 
there wes @ Yearly Meeting orgenized there, end continued_to be held until 


“1772, end perhaps some years efter thet date. The whites had resided in 


Egg Herbor scme years previous to the building of the meeting house, and 

_ it is probeble that Edward Andrews held his religious meetings in his dwell- 
ing house or cave, or else under the canopy of some of the primitive trees 
that greced the site of the present village of Tuckerton, For one hunadred 
end fifty-four years the meeting house thet wes built in the year 1709 
served the Friends' Society as a church, wherein to await the visits end 
inspiretions of the spirit. In the yeer 1863 the venereble edifice was tak- 
en down and the present building erected. 

"The old meeting house wes a one-story edifice, built in the plein- 
est style of architecture. There wes 8 smaller structure atteched to, the 
west end of -the principal building, wherein the femeles transacted the 
business pertaining to their portion of the society. The roof of the meet- 
ing house wee a hip-roof, es was the fashion of thet primitive ege; and 
the four sides were covered with ceder shingles, and the inside of the 
house was ceiled with boards, and whet they called the gallery was a4 rais- 
ed platform; and seets for the eudience were long benches with two rows of 
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_ slats for backs; most of the seets had moveable cushions covered with % 
brown holland. On the north side of the church there were large wood- 
en shutters, which, in werm weether, were opened for the purpose of B. 
admitting air. The builders hed been sparing of gless, and there were. @& 
but four windows in the church, end they were ebout four feet square, | 
with nine panes of seven by nine gless. These were the windows it 
contained when it wes demolished. The first windows of the meeting as 
house were imported from Old "nglend, and the penes were smell dia- ee 
mond-shaped, and the sash wes formed of lead; end during the Revolu- % 
tionary Wer, the windows were teken out and concealed behind the wood- | 
en ceiling, in order to keep them out of the hends of those who would |= 
heve been likely to have sppropriated the leeden sash to the formation 
of musket bells." " 
The present Tuckerton Meeting House, built in 1863, is « frame E. 


building without date visible to outward view, painted of ea dull red- a 
dish brow color. It is situated back from the street with its neglect- “4 
ed graveyerd close beside it on two sides. Within the Burial Ground sre ae 
memoriel stones bearing the nemes of Bertlett, Osborne, Phero and other 


femilies, who from colonisl times have been closely essociated with the % 
Society of Friends at Tuckerton. In the inclosed Phero family lot, sur- a 
rounded by en iron fence, ere the graves of several members of thet fan- # 
ily, one of which marks the resting place of Timothy Pharo who in his of 
time wes of some locel prominence in the annals of Tuckerton. His grave 
is the first in the lot on the side nearest the pathway leading to the 
door of the Meeting House. The small marble heedstone is inscribed:- a 
TIMOTHY PHARO Born 8&mo. 15, 1732. Died 9mo. 15, 1810. 
- Between the Phero femily lot end the Meeting House is a well- -cared- | 
for femily of the Bartletts, end others of the same name heve ie buri- | 
ed close to the Meeting House end immediately back of it. # 
A short distance from the Meeting House, at the terminus of ea little | 
pleasent pethwey under the spreading boughs of ea number of ancient trees, | 
is a gateway, a few steps beyond which are the weters of Tuckerton Pond, 4 
a tributary of Tuckerton Creek that tekes its waters to Little Egg Har- 
bor Inlet. The view here towards the Inlet is suggestive-of the eae! i 
industry; in the opposite direction the view teems with the silence and 
wildness of the New Jersey forest lands. g 

Tuckerton Mesting House is not large, neither is the membership in © 
1928. The doorwey to the building is at one end of the House, but there a 
is no covered porch for it, only a platform approached by a succession a 
of three steps on eech side. There is also ea small door near the rear of 
the House on the side towards Tuckerton Pond, but there are no steps to 
the ground from it. 

Tuckerton Friends' Meeting, officially called Little Egg Harbor, 
belongs to the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Orthodox Friends. It is 
now an Indulged or Perticular Meeting thet is under the cere of Burling- 
ton Monthly Meeting. It holds its meetings on First-days only, from Be 
Fifth Month (May) to Sleventh Month (November). be 

Little Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting wes leid down llth Mo. 26, 1901. @ 
The Quarterly Meeting minute detsiling the circumstance is as follows:- 

"At Burlington end Bucks Quarterly Meeting, held et Burlington 
New Jersey the 26th day of Eleventh Month 1901. Agreeably to the request 
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from Little “gg Harbor Monthly Meeting received and reed at our lest meet- 
ing, end in accordence with the recommendations of the joint Committee 
then appointed to make necessary errangements in the matter. This meeting, 
efter due deliberation (and with the concurrence of Women's Meeting) Now 
Directs that Little Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting of Friends and the Prepar- 
ative Meetings composing it, shall be Laid Down and Discontinued and the 
members joined to Burlington Monthly end Preparative Meeting of Friends, - 
this change to teke effect immediately after the close of the next session 
of the Little gg Harbor Monthly Meeting to be held during the coming: month. 
The meetings for Worship heretofore held by the members of that meeting 
shall be continued thereafter subject to the oversight and direction of 
Burlington Monthly Meeting, or until that meeting shall-etherwise direct. 
“Any and all unfinished business of any and every kind that mey re- 
main on the books of Little Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting st that time, as 
well as any new business that may thereafter arise shall be attended to 
by Burlington Monthly Meeting, All books, papers, minutes, records, and 
other such personal property of Little Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting, as 
well es all monies or funds belonging to that Meeting and the Prepare- 
tive Meetings composing it, or in their custody, shall then pess to the 
use, custody and control of Burlington Monthly Meeting subject to the 
seme rights, powers, duties, responsibilities, and liabilities as were 
heretofore vested in Little "gg Harbor Monthly Meeting and the Prepera- 
tive Meetings composing it, end shall be transferred to such person or 
persons as Burlington Monthly Meeting shall designete to receive them. 
The following Real Estete is now held by Little Egg Harbor Monthly Meet- 
ing of Friends or by Trustees of its appointment, viz.: 
"First,- The Meeting House and Buriel Ground property at Tuckerton, 
New Jersey. This property was deeded by Horatio N. Willitts, the legal 
heir at Common Law of the last survivor of the originel Trustees, to A- 
mos A. Ridgway, Samuel P Bartlett, Joseph J. Pharo, Williem Bishop, J. 
Henry Bartlett, end Charles Allen Bartlett, New Trustees appointed by Lit- 
-tle Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting on the 10th day of Tenth Month 1895 The 
seid Deed is dated the llth day of Eleventh Month A.D. 1895, and recorded 
in the Clerk's Office of the County of Ocean, at Toms River, New Jersey; 
on the 5th day of Twelfth Month, 1895, in Book 218 of Deeds, page 228, 
etc. 
"Second,- The Meeting House and Burial Ground property at Barnegat 
New Jersey. This property was deeded by Amos Burdsall and George Collins, 
heirs at Common Lew of the last survivors of the original Trustees, to A- 
mos A. Ridgwey, Samuel P Bartlett, Joseph J Phearo, Archelaus Phsaro, Wil- 
liam Bishop, J. Henry Bartlett and Charles Allen Bartlett, New Trustees 
appointed by Little Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting on the 9th dey of Eighth 
Month 1894. The said Deed is dated the 8th day of Sixth month 1901, and 
. recorded in the Clerk's Office of the County of Ocean, at Toms River, 
New Jersey on the 4th day of Eleventh Month, 1901, in Deed Book 265 page 
108. etc. 
"Third,- The Meeting House property at Beach Haven, New Jersey. This 
property was deeded by Lydie Ella Pharo, to Welter H Pharo, James Allen- 
son, Edmund Yood, and Phillip Dunn, Junior, Trustees.- said Deed being 
dated the 25th dey of Sixth Month, A.D. 1879, and recorded in the Clerk's 
Office of the County of Oceen at Toms River New Jersey, on the 30th day 


~toan dael awa do Saga bate beviooot gnivestt yis deol sods! ga” elstha vet 
- 


aah aT, ay > 
~uoiieem 2ENT .cadtaw edt Ki einemegrstTs (Assacsen exaw oF bein foqgs ri: 


nokesom txen ait ° 


imeem unfnes af! of ; 
nekieen dadt to 2 edued edd yd -h Lest srstetened giderc 30% sun ttoon 0 a 
Lo molroerih baa tdgkevevo att oF tostdus tetiseieds beurtinos ed Tisnam 


gried pee@ biss ~,eeettin? iotaut ¢ bom hoc 
0 dxefD etd mt bebrooot hia (eVEL LOLA Ut . ‘tT yet w 
yeh AGE aft #06 yyoarel welt te . 
‘ 
“ ; 
By ¥ ee 


et, 


se ¥ 


catdiamad duiog add Yo eno ttabnemnbnee et dtiw edtebroses ot) tne g 


got (entioeioe hsmoW 16 esnerteotos wee deity bea) notteredifeb sub esta 
~nagesd alt bee shasta ‘to gattoell yidteo todtsh gut efiti tadd etoottts 
ait ane Deuntinossid han mwo@ btad of fisde ~tk aninoqmoo egnisoe’ evita | 
sobtielrt to gnitoe evitetaqest bits YL Pao viotynifast of bentot, etedmem | 
to owefo eft atte vyierathemmr fastte eAst of egnans ‘ati 4 
situs bfed ad of gotiselt yliiaet todrzst ¥Q* olitir ett Te St” 


sdoeuth eciwietie ilede guiteam Seid [isdn te pantteet! yin inom cosge tfiye = 
“et yar tedt Satd yteve bas yas ‘to ceentand hettetnfinw {fe bas yak” ole 
es ,srit tedd te yatteoM yindnoM vodteH gam eleFhi to etood edd ao nieor 
ot habnotiea ed {fare selxo ast toned? Yor fort? @bonies! way vne @B {low 
bee -ebrosen ~setuain .aiedseq ,axood {ih egittee ic THOM no sant Dart i * 
ae .paiteelf yitinot odie gat efFrtt To yineqetg Lencrieq fous redto 3 
-gyaverd sif bas gaitoe cats of unigaoled ahag? wo sofinom {fe es [few 5 
nif? sé wang tedt [fade pybotedo ited} of 10 «SE Mabeogwon eynt feel Sviems 
aif of festive gaiteat vfddroW notgntixud Yo Dominos bas vbotag ,e8u 7 
sraw g@ gBeldliidallf bre , ats i [id Lenoqees psettny ¢atewcy addy iy “ommp 
-nisqe7d eft bes gatteeM yittinod sodtsH gye elffthl wi os teev eto toteresd 
no ncanwg tove of hetielsmett ef Iferde baa «tt qiicoymon eatiteel evit: 
nots pvtesey oF etenyteels Liede yattee yiidnem Boight ful as enoeteg 4 
tesM “Vintnol 1sodwsH ugt efithi yw bfed won ei atade” feo sniwollot oiT | 
. | . penty , Anemtatogqe e3F To soeteryt, vd <s shneint to” yak 
-nooyasout Ja viteqerq bacsv? Iettwd bra eave gatteeM ofT ~.iaata" = ie 
fanef edd pattrifiw of efteoH yd bebeob aew yaeqerq eidT -yoatet well 7) 
«AK o+ ,zooteurT fentaive eft to tovivtwe teal aff ‘to wel sommod ts ated © 
i  qoretd matliley .oredt «% fqeeol .dteliied Ff fovmet eyewnblh, <A 0 5 
<tid yd bettors neeteut? well , troldiwst voilA eo fran pre »tteliisé 4 ool” 
ei? OBL dfnolt ene Yo yab MOL off no gn tteell yittno rodxe! 3a effe 
ea 


/Yoatel wot \nevih emoT tg yn9e50 Yo ytauot) efi Fa est TiO a ‘#teto eat at 
(38S egeq ,ebeod -to BLS Aood nt a08r stro HPifewT ‘to yeh ave edt a6" 


segoriad $9 ytasqo1g Snword Letivh bea eavoll gniveet of --broost” 
,euiflod agreed bao [feeb somh yd bebeeb aw vinecotg eltT yea tol, we _. 
~A ot pRooteur? lanfgtio oft to eroviviws test eff to wel sommo) te ets 
~{iv ,orld avatetoiéA ,oredt U Aqerol ettefdisd Y Tevet .yewybth «A ebee 
spate? wo ¢tteliied sellA selrsdd bie dfefiaei yore! .1 eqorake melts 
diigiZ® to yab dve ONS no gatteett yInenou sods yt efttit yd beta ag ‘ 
bao ,fO0L Atnom Adx2C Go yeh M48 ott betsb at beod bites eAT OSL a: aM ; 
ISVS nmoT te pnsedO Yo ysnvod edd Yo! eHEIO e*tieLd edt at bebroses | 


e 


ogeq 289 dood heed mi ,L0CL «ddaoit tinevel® to yeb a3* edt go yentel wow, 
«see ee ee 
atcT syontet woll reveal Hosedl tz yireqotq eauoll gri tee ed? -, frit’ x 


174 | 4 


of Eighth Month 1879 in Book of Deeds 101, pege 85, etc. The said cru 
tees accepted the trust by Deed or 'Declaration of Trust' deted the 30th - 
dey of Sixth Month 1879, duly executed by them and recorded in the 
Clerk's Office of the County of Ocean, at Toms River, New Jersey on +i, 
the 30th day of Tighth Month 1879, in Book 101 of Deeds, page 87. etc. nM 
Again quoting from Mrs. Leeh Bleckman's history we learn that ; 
"Sometime, during the youthful deys of the meeting house (Little lgg 
Herbor at Tuckerton) there was a Yearly Meeting held in it, and Friends 
came from ell parts of Burlington county and elso from Monmouth and At- 
lantic counties to attend the Yeerly Meeting at this place. Those who 
came from the upper sections of Burlington county crossed the east 
branch of Mullica River at the plece now known as Quaker Bridge. After 
fording the streem they watered end fed their horses, snd then set 
down in the shade of the venereble end majestic oak tree and partook of 
the lunch they had brought with them." : 
Mrs. Bleckman also affirms:- "Over fifty years ago (now 1879) the | 
Friends built a meeting house at Bridgeport and et the separation of 
the two sects of Friends, the church at Bridgeport was resigned to the J 
new denomination of Friends or Hicksites. The members of the Hicksite 
branch of this meeting house soon removed to other sections, and there | 
were no members left to go to the little church except Lucy Ann Evans, <@ 
end on meeting dsys she would go to the meeting house end sit during 4 
the usual worshipping hours, all alone, herself being sole minister and (¥ 
audience......For a number of years Lucy Ann “vans teught the Egg Her- ‘19 
bor Friends how to walk in 'the streight and narrow way.' She was held 
in high esteem as a minister and also for her great wealth of amiable 
quelities. hen the seperstion took place in the Friends' Society, Lucy © 
Ann Evens. sidéd with the new sect and thus relinquished her ministry and | 
influence among Orthodox Friends. Lucy Ann Evans was the wife of Jesse 
Evans, the proprietor of the iron foundry known as Martha Furnece. Lucy es 
Ann fvens died in the year 1834, aged 65 years, and is buried in a lone- ¥ 
ly graveyerd at Bridgeport, in Bass River township; and when I have pass-\% 
ed thet lonely place I cannot realize thet the dust of Lucy Ann Evans 
lies beneeth the sendy surface of thet desolate buriel plece." 4 
The records of Little Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting, now at No. 302 Ag 
Arch Street, Fhiledelphia, contain the following interesting minutes as-— ig 
societed with the orgenizetion of the Bridgeport Indulged Meeting and o a 
the establishment of its Meeting House:- a 


iy 
"At Little "ggharbour Monthly Meeting held the llth dey of the 3rd | 
Mo 1619 A Peper wes produced to this meeting Signed by e number of 4 
Friends belonging to this Monthly meeting Requesting that en Indulged 
Meeting might be held in their Neighbourhood of Bassriver and efter Sol- | 
id Consideretion this Meeting appoints Daniel Parker Jeremiah Willits 
John Hallock Simeon Heines John Collins end James Willits to attend 
there and have A meeting of Conference with those friends on the Sub- 4 
ject and maké Report to Next month meeting their Sense on the Occation." | 
"At a monthly Meeting held at Little Eggherbour the 14th of the 10th | 
mo 1819 The Friends appointed to attend the meetings held at Basriver 
now report they sttended to their appointment end part of them attended. 
Tech meeting held there which were attended by most of the friends with- | 
in the limits thereof end a number of other people and were held to a 
good degree of satisfaction as far as appeers end this meeting Received 
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a line Signed by friends Generally within the limits of Seid meeting Re-. 
questing a Meeting Still to be hettsuffered there and after Solid Con- 
sideration this meeting Concludes to permit e meeting Still to be held 


Re there Every other first day as heretofore fore the term of Six Months to 


begin at the "leventh hour end Thomas Willits Jeremieh Willits Thomes 
Bellangee end Aeron Bellangee ere appointed to attend the seme end meke 


Report on the Expiretion of Seid time." 


"At Little Eggherbour Monthly meeting, held the 13th of the 4th Mo. 


a 1820 The Committee appointed in the tenth month last to sttend the meet- 


ing held at befsriver by permifsion of this meeting now report jointly 
with the womens Committee thet they heve attended it egreeable to appoint- 


~ ment and think it hes been held to generel Setisfaction end a peper wes 
“produced from frinds living within the limits thereof Requesting this 


meeting to Indulge them in holding a meeting there Every first dey end af- 
ter Solid Consideretion this meeting Concluds to permit them to hold a 
meeting there. every first day for Six months from next first day week end 
Eli Methis Deniel Perker Jeremieh Willits James Willits Simeon Hsines 
John Hallock Nethen Bartlet David Mepps Zecherieh Genkins are eppointed 
to attend the Seme." 

"At Little Fggharbor Monthly Meeting held llth Month 14th 1822 The 
committee eppointed in the 5th Mo lest, to attend the indulged meeting at 
Befsriver, Report thet some of them heave attended all the meetings, which 
were to setisfection; also the members constituting thet meeting request, 
thet the meeting may be continued es usual; with which this meeting unites 
and a meeting is allowed to be held at Bafsriver for six months longer, and 
the following friends are appointed to attend that meeting end report to 
this meeting when the time is expired. Thomas Bellengee Simeon Hsines Da- 
vid Mapps, Thomas Osborn John Hallock ‘Thomas Willitts & Nathen Bartlett.. 
--This meeting appoints Tli Mathis, Devid Mapps Thomas Bellangee & John 


-Hellock to Imspect the Situation of the house end Lot at Bafs river Granted 
to friends by Amaja Mathis, and also the Deed for the same and report to 


next month meeting." 

"At Little Eggherbor Monthly. meeting held lst Mo. 9th 1823 The friend 
appointed to inspect into the situetion of the school hous and Lot at Bafs- 
river report they have attended to the same, and produced ae Deed for it, 
Conveyed to Jeremiah Willitts & Thomas Bellangee their heirs end *fsigns 
for the use of e Meetinghouse for friends; and a School house, and no other 
purpose. This meeting considering the subject appoint Aron Bellangee & 
Nethan Willits to get the Deed renewed and convey.'d to the overseers of 
this meeting for the time being.-" 

"At a Monthly meeting held et Little Eggharbour 13th Day lmo 1825 one 
of the Commitee appointed to attend the indulge meeting at Befsriver. Re- 
port on behalf of the Committee that ell the meeting allow'd to be held 
there has been kept up end attended to General Setisfaction, and reported 
there is a new meeting house built at Bridgport this meeting think best to 
Discontinue the indulg'd meeting et Bafsriver but that it be held et Pridg- 
port for six month John Hallock David mapps Eli Mathis & Jonathen Gifford 
Junr is appointed to attend the indulged meeting at Bridgport & Report to 
this meeting at the Expiration of six month " 

On the 27th of July, 1929, end again on November 2nd of the seme yeer 
the compiler of these notes wes taken to the Bridgeport Friends' Meeting 
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Locelity at Wading ad and on the letter date, also to Tuckerton Meete 
ing House, by Cherles H. Persons of Atlentic City; Ne Je 
In 1929 there is little left to recell the Meeting House et Bridges 
port. The villege is small end hes long since chenged its name to Wading * 
River, deriving the present eppellation from the stream of water flowing | 
past the place. At the branching of the road at the end of the long 
bridge spanning the river, is an old house, by some termed the "Bridge 4 
House." It stands by the edge of e ragged and unkempt piece of woodland, | 
where, only a few rods within, on a slightly rising elevation of ground, § 
. is the "lonely" little graveyard marking the locetion of the Friends' 
Meeting House of eerlier deys. There are several memoriel stones here, | 
some of early date, snd all more or less overcrowded by the wild growth q 
of shrubbery end weeds. One is in memory of "Martha the wife of John Leek! 
departed this Life May the 6 1795 in the 52 yeer of her age." There are 
many of the name of Leek. end of McKeen buried there, and other nemes to 4 
be seen are Sooy, Towers, Adams, Carlisle and Goldecker. i: 
Still deeper in the wild woodland to the esstwerd, now almost impens] 
etrable by reason of the bushes and briars, are other graves end ea few 4 
heedstones unnoticed, except by close scrutiny, being so obscured by the 
wild plant-life overspreading the sandy soil. This section is the Burial } 
Ground of the Friends, where Lucy Ann Evens wes buried, end it is seid ; 
her grave is suitably marked, but it is not prominently so, for only by 4 
close search is it to be found. The compiler failed to find it when he 
visited the spot on Nov. 2nd, 1929. Some months later he was inforned by | 
J. Henry Bartlett of Tuckerton that the place had been so cleared of the | 
overspreeding vines thet the grave could readily be found. 
A few feet eastwerd of this "lonely graveyard" are the ruins of the} 
old Meeting House. The building, a freme structure, by disuse fell into || 
decey and at length crumbled to ruins. Leter a forest fire completed the 4 
destruction, end, in 1929, there only remains the foundstion of the House 
over which the plaster of the inner walls lies flat and white on the sur- 
face of the floor-spsce, while a few pieces of charred timbers lie around} 
to testify to its former existence. 
On the porch of the Bridge House is one of the old-time uncomforta-_ 
ble Meeting House benches, now a useful relic of the past. A few more of | 
the benches are stowed away in the neighboring barn, and one is reported | 
as having been recently sold during the autumn of 1929. A sandy roadway, | 
@ mere spur from the public highwey, passes the Meeting House site and th 
Burial Ground. It is under the brenches of a few fine old trees, which ¥ 
once looked kindly on and beautified the spot in the by-gone and prospers; 
ous times of Bridgeport Friends' Meeting. j 
At a short distance of about a quarter of a mile down the road to-} 
werds New Gretna, formerly Bass River, from the Friends’ Burial Ground 
on Wading River, is another little graveyard, said to be a private place ] 
of interment, but it, though interesting, is not a Quaker cometery. In 
it are a few lettered stones, while a number of graves are marked with 
plain field-stones, some well covered with moss and lichens. The most 
conspicuous marble headstone bears this inscription:- 
In Memory of THOMAS FRENCH born March 2nd, 1776, died 
October 28th 1845 eged 67 yeers 7 months, and 26 days.- 
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Me Sleep, Father, sleep, enjoy thy blissful rest 

a God has in Mercy call'd thee to the bless'd. 
Thomas French wes a member of the Presbyterien Church, end the ground 
wherein he was buried belonged to that religious persuasion. 
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Meeting early known as.......Mansfield Neck. 
Meeting established sta tecsccccsccveecevell Oa 
Preperative Meeting established........1783. 
Meeting "discontinued twee. (ssc c cys we ats 
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if In Dr. Bzra Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quekerism", under the 

5 name of "Mansfield Neck", there is this short note:- 

iM "1753.- A meeting was allowed to be held near Yilliam Folwell's (sup- 
i. posed to be Lower Mansfield), on first days, once in three weeks, during 
p the winter season. (See Burlington Monthly Meeting.) In 1783 it was es- 

|. tablished, with the privilege of © preparative meeting. It has since been 
ig discontinued." © 

a There seems to be very little recorded about Lower Mansfield, but it 
wes named as one of the four particular meetings belonging to Burlington 

) * Monthly Meeting in the list of meetings for Burlington Quarter of the Phil- 
’adelphia Yearly Meeting in 1812, between which date and the time of the 
writing of Michener's "Retrospect" (1859) it was discontinued, yet no men- 
» tion of the time of its being "laid down" wes reported to the Yearly Meet- - 
ming of Hicksite Friends, i.e., since 1827. 

es In the "History of Burlington County, N.J.," 1883, by BE. M. Woodward, 
i there is an interesting account of the Friends in Mansfield Township, only 
mM alittle of which, however, actually refers to Lower Mansfield. It is as 
& °follows:- 

 : "Burlington Quarterly Meeting was established 9th mo. 29, 1686, and 
* the first meeting was held at the house of William Biddle, at ‘Mount Hope' 
m onthe Deleware River, directly opposite 'Biddle's Island,’ and which was 

_ subsequently known as 'Biddle's Landing,’ but more recently the Pennsylva- 
fh «6 nia Reilroad. Company have celled it Kinkora, on account of the Columbus, 
f) . Kinkora end Springfield Railroed Compeny having one of its,termini at 
(this point. The Quarterly Meeting continued to be held at William Biddle's 
* house till the time of his death, which occurred in 1712, when it was re- 
moved to Burlington, and after a lapse of a few years it was held elter- 
* nately at Burlington end Chesterfield (now Crosswicks village). Mount Hope. 
» wes selected as the most suiteble plece for the holding of it, owing to 
the centrel location and greater convenience of access to the different 
settlements of Friends, which were now being extended slong the river and 
» numerous creeks as fer es the 'Fells of the Delaware' (Trenton), and in 4 


ee 
: 


+Lidd.ohd Yo qodrael Rotgakirad rot egritesa to tarioedt ni soitestt yitrnem 


«nou of tey ,beuntdnaeei® sev 


- 


- 


ping -,.giteawot bie hinneM nd ‘ebretat. eit 10 tnupoos gniseoretat ne alr 


-sviyenneS aft yliaevet som dud ' watbead eleibhia’ ta sword yLineup 


e'efhhit matiiiw te bfdd.ad- of: beuntines gabtood yitemaxy oft» dt 


A ae ; von 


jear Iuaaetid yit yotne sqeotheerediaT ,qeole 
wtesetd adt of eodt b' Lfage-yowetl, ei each BOO ae 
bro end bas <fortsrtd ne tiedyisetd edt. Le redhom 2. sow donett soodt)/ 
Lwobegueisa evotgifow tatt og begroted beiuwed aew oc mt te 
: i or or Y 
se enr 


* owe : -4 
ea aD 


Ne eke a ayes 
\GIPTRENAM AION 


jos bfettensii.+..+-28 mwond yitBe grid tool 
ESTLe a dee wees pe nsaess ss betel idates Bakiool 


: . .. >» beunttnooe th gat eet! 
set proto ltevil.» Bvettvaon’ et ae fee ene re oot 


& eae ee 


44 vebaw. )“medtedeud ylieh to toeqso1ten” e"‘fenodoit aist «10 ot 
agaton tuode eint al arv8edd CRben bieltecal™ toe 

ace) »'idewtot metiirr iaew bled od of bewolle aawsgutieom A ~s€20E" a 
ania atone gels al oon: ,eyae teri? ao ;(biektenel xewol od ot, Seseg & 
ae gax ¢EORBYL wt Evgqgtioe¥ yi snow notpat Sav ge2) -toeaee setatw afte 

end- It .nalbieem ev itaiteqetg 4 to egokiviag etl dtiv . dbotle bidad: 

td tod-\bfeltenem vewod hueds bebrooet oft hl yrev ed os emees eretT (8 
+ ancigueted egaivecs vef{wotsusq iwot eff To emo 38 Dement ea 


nodaakiavd o9 


‘ 
Mead Bore 


iw neowted ¢Si8l at gabtect! yizseY stdqletal 
‘ek (928L) "sooqeoTen™ a’ romecoitt lo gakeiay 
ge vitae’ ett of bePteges sew rowob Stel” gated e£ie to eslf etd, ko Moke 

oe , PEL eomte y soak ghbreix? ettedtath to. 
peexbooW .M ue vd <OdOL Mpebe pysauo0 nosgatiwad Yo yiotaih® eld nlc 4 


edt-.e emit edd Sra @teb Ko 


oa ci sl vbfeliens¥ towod of atelier ylieutos vrevewod .doidw to eftt 
. } 3 ee f ~tewolig 
bene 9 O80L ,@S .om Ave bottetidatear saw .pnisveol ylretisud rotgatlied® 8 
'eqol tnwoli! ta vefbbke me SLE ha eeuot edt te dled esw gofteam death edd, 
sew dobdw boe ’, bnefel s*elbble' etiaogyo eitsenth »tevif siswated edt m0 
-anudmulod edt to tovgoes mo garodnta st peliso eva yasqmod bsowltem mk ; 
te intunred att to.gn0 gabvsrt yaeqmod baorkreh bletignixg? bas eroded 
“et euw ch modw ,Silionk beware doldw cotsebh elit to. ox id odd: Lit ; u ‘ 
atetie bled saw ti emer webu 20 eeqal #iadeterbue”'.notgns. + bevon 
eqolt dnvoM «legal Liveadodwasesd won ) blelttiedeed® hae aotgnifsut: te -yfes ft 
of gotwo ptt doc ynéafod edtinet cosdq se gsonr oft a9 betooles oe 
_ tore tiip edt of d6ec0a/ 10 6 bus Modsmool & | 
bas sovls ott amoly bebnotxe gnted vom erew tpidw ,ehnedtt 30 
a ut bom (aoduor?) ‘osaweled edt Yo effing! oft ee int 8 axeers 


marth 


2: vaivee oe a 
% y a @ af cae a 7s ee 
” & 2 ai DT adhe fee 
- sn =f =) era y' ig ; rr = 
ae ih coer. Pt gi ey Hae pe 
4 a ne ‘) | i > y +} —q aa a: \ ' 7 a 
ee > F)) 6 Lh ee he “Thu | am) Bat. Oe 


178 


few years they were sufficiently numerous at Kingwood and Bethlehem, 
which subsequently, with other contiguous territory, constitute the coun=. 
ty of Hunterdon, to set up a Monthly Meeting 48 a subordinate brench of 
Burlington Quarterly Meeting. Not heving the requisite date at hand to 
fix definitely the year when the first meeting-house wes built et Mans- 
field, which, howsver, was in the eerly part of the eighteenth century. 
It wes the custom anterior to the time of its erection to hold meetings 
‘for divine worship elternetely et the houses of the earlier settlers in 
the different neighborhoods, as we find in the records of the Quarterly 
Meeting shortly sfter its establishment the nemes of three individuals 
mentioned et whose houses such meetings were held, viz-, &t John Day's, | 
— — , and John Curtis’. In further searching the records-we find soon © 
after the meeting directs thet that held at John Curtis' house be dis- | 
continued, owing to its remote situation, the badness of the roads, and |; 
the inclement westher. It will perhaps interest some reeders who are re- 
sidents of Mansfield township to learn thet this remote plece with its 
‘bad roads, and et thet dey one of the frontier settlements, was none oth- 
er than 'Ogston Ferm',. the present residence of John I. Bishop (1883), ia 
eround which cluster many historical reminiscences incident to the Rev- 
olutionary wer. Prior to 1783 ell the members of the Society of Friends, — 
living in Mensfield township were within the limits of either Burlington , 7 
or Chesterfield Monthly Meetings. In the yeer 1783 Burlington Quarterly 
Meeting decided to esteblish enother Monthly Meeting under title of Upper «3 
Springfield, composed of the four Preparstive,- Mansfield, Arneytown, Up 
per Freehold, end Upper Springfield. Zech of these had a membership of a 
neérly 250 members, including adults send children, all of whose nemes are | 4 
recorded in family groups in a book kept for the purpose. It appears there 4) 
were et that time two Preparative Meetings in the township, under the re- ag 
spective titles of Mensfield and Lower Mansfield, the latter, being re- 4 
turned as @ subordinete branch of Burlington Monthly Meeting, was located a 
at or near what is now the villege of 'Bustleton' where the public school- 4 
house now stands." 4 
**Error corrected:- The word "Meetings" should follow the word "Prepare 
etive". Also Arneytown and Upper Freehold were one and the seme Meeting, 
hence, instead of four the writer of the sketch should have stated three. i 
The originel Meeting celled Lower Mensfield or Mansfield Neck wes lei) 
down long ago. Its Meeting House is said to have stood in the hamlet of i 
Bustleton et the forks of the road where the church now stands in 1930. J 
In more recent years attempts were made to revive a Friends' Meeting et ¥@ 
Bustleton, end sessions were held in the little brick school-house sbout  j 
6 quarter of e mile further down the road from the supposed site of the 4 
earlier meeting. At these meetings Dr. Frenklin T. Heines and Edwin L. 4 
Pierce of Moorestown, New Jersey, meade strong efforts to urge on the 
good work of Quekerism with their combined efforts and interest. The | 
brick school-house in which these meetings were held, is in an excellent 4 
stete of repair, but is no longer used for educational purposes. It is lo-' 9 
cated et the brenching of the roads, has the date 1870 on the building, 
oddly on the rear where it is not visible from the road, in lerge fig- 
ures in dark blue bricks, partly obscured by the outside chimney which 
wes evidently added to the structure at some later remodeling. In front 
end. at the side of the school-grounds ere several huge osks, one of which | 
is now but e lifeless trunk, a mere memento of the past, a dead memory of 
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the primevel forest, es the locality proves a depearted.memoriel of the 
Friends' Meeting of Mansfield Neck or Lower Mansfield. 
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Mansfield is e township of Burlington County, New Jersey, lying be- 
tween Springfield and Bordentown, Chesterfield and Florence. It contains 
the town of Columbus, one mile distant from which is the hamlet of Mans- 
field, in which is located the Hicksite Friends' Meeting House built in 
1812. Mansfield is 8 Preperetive Meeting of Upper Springfield Monthly 
Yeeting in Burlington Quarter of Fhiledelphia Yearly Meeting. For Ortho- 
dox Friends, Mansfield is en Indulged Meeting of the seme Quarter, and, in 
1929, holds its gatherings in the residence of John B. Comfort in Columbus, 
N. J. According to the authority of Semuel Smith, Mansfield Meeting "was 
settled in the year 1731, end the meeting-house built the same yeer, on 
ground purchased of Frencis Gibbs." 

In the early history of Friends' Meetings there wes another meating 
called Mansfield Neck, which is now believed to have been at the little 
villege of pyee ore in Florence Township, but it has Lone: ago been laid 
down. : 

In E. M. Woodward's "History of Burlington County, N.J.," 1883, the 
topic of Mansfield Friends' Meeting is trested es follows, in an srticle 
prepared by John Bishop for that work:- 

"Not ‘having the requisite data at hand to fix definitely the year 
when the first meeting-house was built at Mansfield, which, however, wes 
in the earliest part of the eighteenth century. It was the custom anteri- 
or to the time of its erection to hold meetings for divine worship elter- 
nately at the houses of the earlier settlers in the different neighbor- 
hoods, es we find in the records of the Quarterly Meeting shortly after- 
its establishment the names of three individuals mentioned at whose hous- 
es such meetings were held, vize, at John Dey's, — —, and John Curtis’. 
In further searching the records we find soon after the meeting directs 
thet thet held et John Curtis' house be discontinued, owing to its remote 
situetion, the bedness of the roads, and the inclement weather. It will 
perheps interest some readers who ere residents of Mensfield township to 
learn thet this remote plece with its bed roads, end et thet day one of 
the frontier settlements, wes none other then 'Ogston Farm’, the present 
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residence of John I. Bishop, around which cluster many historical remin- 
iscences incident to the Revolutionary wer. Prior to 1783 ell the members 
of the Society of Friends living in Mensfield township were within the 
limits of either Burlington or Chesterfield Monthly Meetings. In the year 
1763 Burlington Querterly Meeting decided to establish enother Monthly 
Meeting, under the title of Upper Springfield, composed of four Prepara- 
tive Meetings,— Mansfield, Arneytown, Upper Freehold, and Upper Spring- 
field. (NOTE.- Here is an errar in statement for Upper Freshold end Ar- 
neytown were one snd the same place.) Hach of these had a membership of 
nearly two hundred and fifty members, including adults and children, all 
of whose nemes are recorded in family groups in e@ book kept for this pur-" 
pose. It eppears there were at that time to: Preparetive/fleeténgs in the 
township, under the respective titles of Mansfield end Lower Mansfield. 
The latter, being retained es s subordinete branch of Burlington Monthly 
Meeting, wes located eat or near whet is now the village of 'Bustleton', 
where the public district school-house now stands, while the former was 
set off to the new Monthly Meeting of Upper Springfield. The original 
meeting-house erected by Friends in Mensfield, then, as now, comparative-. 
ly a mere hamlet, was a long, narrow freme building, which was replaced 
by a larger end more modern brick structure, upon or near the same site, 
in the year 1812. One end of the old house was removed to enother part of 
the property and converted into a dwelling, which is still. standing, end 
which wes generally tenented by the teacher of the school established by 
the Preperative Meeting, or by the sexton who hed the care of the meeting- | 
house, adjacent yard, etc., and burial-grounds." i 
"The first school-house in this township," states Yoodward, in his 
history, "was built by the Society of Friends about 1786, and was under 
control of that orgenization until the present public school law deprived : 
schools menaged by religious sects of all State moneys, which were directed 
to the use of public schools, though to this day (1883) this school is aid- 4 
ed largely by the care of Friends." 

Later investigations by Thomas Woody (1923) , show that the Mansfield 
Preparative Meeting School wes established with a permanent fund in 1782, 
which is four years earlier than the date given by Woodward. There was no 
Friends' School at Mansfield after 1876. 

The Friends' greveyerd wes the first burial-ground opened in Mansfield 
township. It “contains the remains of many of the early settlers, and is 
marked by crumbling headstones, some of whose inscriptions have become il- 
legible by exposure to the elements." 

The compiler of these records visited Mansfield Meeting locality on 
January 5th, 1930, being taken there by his nephew, Asa M. Snith, of 
Moorestown, N.J. The Burial Ground at Mansfield Meeting, in 1930, is 
quite noticeably in four sections, but without any separating fence. Beck . 
of the Hicksite Meeting House is.a neatly-cared-for cemetery, the lower , ..\ 4% 
part having but few memoriel stones, yet all strictly in accord with the a 
discipline of Friends. The upper part is well filled with marble and me, 
granite monuments, many being large and pretentious, suggesting other de- og 
nominetions than Quekers, though a number of them bear inscriptions in i 
the plein language used by Friends. Some of the names seen in these two a 
sections are Atronson, Applegate, Atkinson, Bishop, Bowne, Black, Bennett, | 
Bullock, Carsleke, Comfort, DeCou, Zllis, Hancock, Harvey, Lippincott, 
Rockhill, Shreve, Satterthwaite, Stevens, Taylor, Tallman, Troth, Towns- a 
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end, ‘Yagoner, Werren, Wetherill, Wright end Zelley. Beck of>»the former 
Orthodox Meeting House is a small oblong, rather neglected in appearance, 
containing a few stones marking the graves of some of the Biddle, Black, 
Emley, Gaskill and Robbins families. To the rear of this open lot is a 
fourth section, probebly the oldest part of the graveyard, in which com- 
plete neglect has teken possession, for the plot is universally covered 
_with a deep tangle of woodbine and box completely obscuring the greves 

and the stones, if eny, thet merk them. Neer the edge a few headstones 

cen be seen protruding from the overgrowth, upon which are the nemes of 
Johnson, Kerlin and Ranier. 

Mensfield with its two Meeting Houses is about a mile or,a little 

more beyorid Columbus, N.J. The large brick Meeting House of/Hicksite 
Friends, cornering to the cardinal points with its southeestern side to 
the public highway, stends on a knoll with several fine shade trees about 
it. It is not a very handsome building, but is quite conspicuous, end has 
a merble date-stone marked 1612 under the eaves on the side fecing the 
road. Close by is the frame house, formerly the Orthodox Meeting House, bu 
now, in 1930, a dwelling. Outwerdly it appears to have suffered little al- 
teretion since its congregation grew so small thet the Orthodox meetings 
ceased to be held within its walls and were trensferred to the residence 
of John B. Comfort in the town of Columbus. ; 

In 1937 the little Orthodox Meeting House is in the possession of the 
Hicksite Friends. A short distance beyond it, with e dwelling-house be- 
tween, is the venerable old freme house which originally wes the first 
Meeting House of Mansfield Friends. It is unpainted and its great age is 
well manifested in its general outward eppearance. It is worthy of note 
that since 1930 the much neglected section of the BESNer Aras mentioned in 
these notes, hes been put in better order. 
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Mount Holly is a Monthly Meeting belonging to Burlington Quarter of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends. It was set off 
from Burlington Monthly Meeting in 1776, and then comprised the Prepara- 
tive Meetings of Mount Holly, Shrevesmount, Old Springfield and Upper 
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Springfield, end later Vincentown was added to it. As,s Preparative Meet= 
ing, Mount Holly was discontinued in 1894. As is case of many other meet- 
ings of the Society of Friends, Mount Holly's earliest meetings were held 
in privete houses. This assertion is verified by the following extract 
from the Burlington Monthly Meeting minutes and a note by Samuel Smith, 
all of which are found in Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quakerism':- 

"1687. The Weekly Meeting being on fourth day, that used to be kept 
‘at Thomes Olive's and John Yoolmen's, is now ordered to be kept at Daniel 
Wills's weekly." 

"'TIn 1704 @ mee nite was settled sat Restore Lippincott's, to be held 
for the winter season.'" -(Semuel Smith.) 

"1716. Whereas there was one little meeting kept at ce apa one 
at Restore Lippincott's, end one st Deniel Wills's, which hath been held 
for a considereble time, but now there is a meeting-house built at Mount aa 
Holly for to ayer tee es those two meetings, and those belonging to those | 
meetirgs desire to be removed to the said meet eget Ses which is approv- ig 
ed and ellowed of by the seid meeting." a 

"1742. The Friends of Mount Holly, elias Bridgton, requested of this 4 
meeting liberty to hold a first dsy evening meeting in Rridgton, for the 
winter seeson; which is allowed of by this meeting." 

Mount Holly is the county seat of Burlington County, New Jersey, and» 
is in the center of Northampton Township, the township name being sometines 
in early days applied to the meeting. The Meeting House is locsted at thay) 
corner of High and Gerden Streets, adjoining the Buriel Ground which ex- i 
tends along Garden Street towards Buttonwood Street. Though in good. con- 4 
. dition, the building looks old, and hes old surroungings, for there are iq 
seven big buttonwood trees in the yard, two of which are teinted with de- ~ 
cay. The rear of the House is next to the sidewalk on Garden Street. On 
the oud fecing !"ein or High Street, is a stone displaying the dates 1779 
and 1850. 

The graveyard is a goodly- ‘sized plot of ground, the oldest part, the | 4 
helf bordering on Gerden Street, being practically without memorial stones. | 
However, there are two granite stones erected in very recent years, fac- | 
ing the sidewalk, from which the inscriptions can be read by pessere-by. 
One of the two merks the resting plece of "Saereh Hllis Wooelman 1721-1787 
Widow of John WYoolman Reformer Writer Friend of the Slave.” 

The greves of Friends in later times are frequently marked, and the 
femily memes of “ngle, Bullock, Zelley, Burr, Heines, Gerdiner, McIlvein, 
Cempion, Deacon, Shinn, Moore, Parry end Mergerum ere esnong those to be 
seen. There is 8 greveled pathway through the middle of the yard, to the 
right of which is the femily veult of Cyrus Moore end his household. 

In the "History of Burlington County, N.J.," published in 1883 the 
extract here given provides an interesting account of this Friends’ Meet- 
ing House in Mount Holly:- 

. herever 8 number of disciples of George Fox loceted thera wes 
immedietely erected to the worship of the Supreme Architect of the uni- 
verse, ® meeting-houss, where Friends might assemble and psy their vows 
to Him who hed brought them from worse than Egyptien bondege, British 
oppression, end the deniel of the liberty of thought. Here upon free A- 
merican soil, et the foot of the northern slope of the mount called 
'Cripps' Mount', now Mount Holly, the pioneer Friends' meeting-house wes 
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erected. Rude in its construction though it wes, it served the purpose, and 
within its secred wooden wells the pioneer Friends gathered in solemn con- 
cleve, end there moulded end feshioned the religious sentiment of this com- 
munity for severfl succeeding generations. 

"The old meeting-house stood, es neer as cen be ascertsined, on the 
west side of the old Friends' burying-ground, north side of Woodpecker Lene. 
Jt was built. no doubt, in the eerly pert of the lest century, es in 1743, 
p Friends belonging to the upper’ part of this meeting, viz., in Springfield 
m township, petitioned the Monthly Meoting at Burlington for the privilege of 
© holding meetings there, which wes grented. How long the old meeting-house 
stood is not definitely known, but it wes there during the eerly pert of the 
Revolutionary ‘Yer, as tradition ssys it wes used by the Briti h troops for 
e horse-steble. ( 

"At the beginning of hostilities in 1775 the tow of Mount Holly had 
not grown fer from the creek, end whet is now Gerden Street was considered 
‘out of towm'. At this time the old meeting-house hed become old and smell, 
while the congregetions were growing larger, end the question of location 
es well es thet of e& new meeting-house wes discussed, end finelly the site 
of the present meeting-house, corner of Main end Garden Streets, decided 
upon. The original part was built thet year (1775), end by examinetion the 
size of the old building cen be seen in the walls on both sides end front 
end, where the new bricks join the old ones when the addition wes made in 
1850. 

"This old brick meeting-house and yard, with a high board fence around 
it, is one of the historic lendmarks eround which cluster memories dear to 
every American heert. This old meeting-house performed its pert in the greet 


; struggle of the then infent colonies to throw off the shackles of British 


oppression and tyrenny. As New Jersey wes one of the great battlefields of 
thet Revolutionery struggle for independence, Mount Holly beceme one of the 
outposts, and the old meeting-house the heedquarters of the commissary de- 
pertment end a receptecle for militery stores. For reasons best known to 
the Friends the original seats are still in the old part of the meeting- 
house es when built. The judgment of the Friends in leaving the old seets 


) * intact is to be honored. They are so meny relics of ‘the times that tried 


men's souls.' The merks and hacks of the British commissary's cleaver and 
knife are still on those seats elmost es visible as the dey the meat was 
chopped upon them. The marks or prints of the muzzles of the British sold- 
jers' muskets ere still in the floor of the centennarian. The old meeting- 
house is to all sppearances as good now es one hundred and seven years Ggo, 
and is occupied by the Friends on the first and fifth deys of each week. 
"The Orthodox Friends' meeting-house is e frame building located on 
Buttonwood Street, between Brainerd end Gerden Streets, and was built in 
1832, Stecey Atkinson, father of Joseph Atkinson, now (1&83) of Mount Hol- 
ly, doing the carpenter-work. It is occupied accasionally by the Orthodox 
Friends." es 
The Orthodox members at Mount Holly have evidently been in the min- 
ority from the time of the "Seperetion", for their Meeting Hous® was a very 
smell structure, and its members heave so diminished in numbers by 1¥<¥ 
thet meetings ere held but once a month on First-deys in the efternoon, es 
announced in the Yeer Book of the Society. The Meeting House has been much 
eltered in eppearsnce end is now used for school purposes. 
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On the outskirts of Mount Holly, about a quarter of a mile from the 
Meeting House, is another historic lendmark, the queint little brick 
dwelling-house, once the home of the femily of John Yoolmen, the "Friend | 
of the Sleve" end en eerly minister of the Society of Friends. He built 
the house for his daughter, but he himself never lived in it. This dwell- 4 
ing is now in the possession of an association whose members keep it re- jf 
stored #s an eerly coloniel home, perticularly Queker-like or Woolmen- " 
like, and use it as a receptacle for such relics of the famous preecher 4 
es have fallen into their possession. Close by the doorway is an old-time 
open well with a vine-covered curb end en ancient well-sweep. This, as |} 
well as other objects, the benches by the front door, even the doors and 
windows themselves, all tend to give en etmosphere of colonial quaint- 
ness to the place. 

In his "Historicel Sketches of Mount Holly end Vicinity," published 
in 1936, George DeCou of Moorestown, N.J., gives the following\record of © 
the earliest Meeting House of Friends in Mount Holly:- 

"The first meetings in the neighborhood of Mount Holly, established 
in 1704, were held in the homes of Restore Lippincott, who lived neer 
Pemberton, end Daniel Wills, Jr., neer Eayrestown. The records show thet a 
meetings were held in their homes until 1716, when the first meeting 
house near Mount Holly was erected. This meeting house, which stood at \ 
the western end of the cemetery on Yood lene, north of the Mount, wes au- |} 
thorized by Burlington Monthly Meeting on ‘ye 2nd day of llth month, 
1715.' The record reads as follows: ‘Whereas thos friends that are con- 
cerned to and for the building of ye Meeting house near Mountholly mede 
epplication to this meeting for their assent and epprobetion end advise, 
And for the Nominetion of those friends. appointed for that service and 
whom the trust is reposed to get a title for the land whereon the house 
is to be built. Which friends so nominated and appointed on ere Restore 
Lippincott, Richerd Eeyers, Semuel Lippincott, Jom Burr, Thomes Heines 
end Jemes Lippincott.' 

"The meeting house was built of bricks and it is to be regretted that ” 
the dimensions were not given in the minutes. It was edvantegeously loca- “| 
ted near the junction of the old roads leading to Burlington and to Jack- 4 

sonville and directly on ‘Woodpecker Lane Road' leading westerly to the , 
Friends' meeting house near Rancocas which at thet time stood at the 
northern end of the cemetery on the Centerton road. The Wood Lane Meet- 
ing House was used by Friends until 1775, when the meeting house at the 
corner of Mein end Garden streets was erected. The following minutes of 
Mount Holly Preparative Meeting tell the story of its passing: ‘At Mount | 
Holly Monthly Meeting the 8th of 7th month, 1778. Request from Mount Hol- 4 
ly Preperative Meeting, this meeting appoints Henry Burr, John Ridgeway, 4 
Wdward Black, Job Stockton, Joseph Lemb, Aaron Barton and Samuel Shinn 
to consider that had best be done with the old meeting house out of tom 
(it being out of repair) end to report their judgment to next meeting.’ 
A subsequent meeting deted 4th mo. llth, 1778, reads: ‘One of the Friends | 
who hed the old meeting house under Cero reported they had met and that 
_ it seemed best to them thet for the present the house should remein as it 
now is excepting thet the Doors and “indows ought to be done up with 
rough boards, to which the Meeting consents, end thet the seme Friends 
before appointed be continued to see that's done.' 

"tht a Monthly Meeting held at Mountholly according to adjournment 
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the 9th day of 6th mo. 1780. The Committee produced ea paper in writing in 
Substance as follows, that they all met except one and were of the opin- 
fon but too friends, that Friends of Mountholly should have the benefit 

of the Materials, of the Mee: House out of town in paying their quota for 
this House, which being considered is confirmed and the Preparative Mee: 

of Mountholly is directed to take the proper Care in this Matter.' Town- 

* ship meetings were frequently held in this old meeting house prior to the 

© erection of the first market house and Town Hall on Mill street in 1746. 

) During the occupation of Mount Holly by British soldiers in December, 

1776, it was used by them as a stable for the officers’ horses." 

"After the establishment of Josieh White's fulling mill and the iron 
works on Pine street in 1730, the little settlement begen to assume the pro- 
portions of a villege end it is evident that some Friends found the journey 
to the mesting house north of the mount rather irksome and in 1742, permis- 
sion to hold meetings in the town wes requested of Burlington Monthly Meet- 
ing. The mesting records referring to the esteblishment of thisNlittle 
towmm meeting reed as follows: '3d day of 3d month 1742. Sundry friends liv- 
ing at and nesr Mount Holly request liberty of this meeting for them to 
hold a meeting for worship in thet town on each first-dey in the efternoon 
for the summer season which was agreed to by this meeting.' 

"'Aath day of the 8th mo. 1742. The friends of Mount Holly, alias, 
Bridgetown, requested of this meeting liberty to hold a first-dey evening 
meeting in Bridgetown for the winter season which is allowed of by this 
Meeting.'" 

"The following minute of Burlington Monthly Meeting dated 7th, 5th mo. 
1770, is of interest as it definitely shows thet the meeting house north of 
the mount was used when distinguished strangers visited then: 'The request 
of Friends at Mount Holly to hold their Week-Day Meeting in the Tow in fu- 
ture wes now taken under Consideration end after deliberating thereon, it 
wes Concluded most of the Benefit of Friends there in General, thet said 
Request be Grented— only at Such times when Strengers visit then it is to 
Understood that the Meeting shall be held at the Meeting House out of Towm 
when First Day notice of Such Visit cen be given'" 

"The Meeting House property efterwards cams into possession of Peter 
Shires who, on Mey 26th, 1804, sold it to Joseph Cooper. The Deed (Book 
VY p- 491) accuretely describes the lot on which the meeting house stood 
and refers to 'the little meeting house of the Society of the people 
celled Quekers.'" 

"Historically speeking the meeting house on Gerden Street, is one of 
the most interesting buildings in Mount Holly because of its association 
with the stirring events of the Revolutionary War end the fact thet it 
wes the capital of the State on at least two occasions in November, 1779. 
onane The old Queker Meeting House et the corner of Mein and Garden 
Street in which two sessions of the State Legislature were held in 1779, 
reminds us that Mount Holly wes the capitol of New Jersey for several 
weeks at that time." 


**S5ee Addenda, P. 210, for further information. 
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RANCOCAS. A 
Meeting eerly called...eveeses++eeeeAMCocus. 
Meeting established about....+.+++.+-++ L681. 
First Meeting House built.......02e.+-++LI03. 
Second Meeting House built...cceseeeeeelT72. 
Preparetive Meeting established....sere. 
Friends' Schoolrhouse erected.....++++-1B22. 
LOCRULON «us asics 00's 4s tlesmine sels «REXTICOCAGs Nuts 
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Rancocas is e Preparative Meeting belonging to Burlington Monthly . 
Meeting in Burlington Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends. 
It is a mesting of long stending, as the following extract from the Bur- 
lington Monthly Meeting minutes, made in 1681, testifies: 

"1681.- 'Thomas Harding and John Woolman are desired to give notice |, 
to the Friends of Rancocau to confer with Friends here, next Monthly Meet- 4 
ing, about the meeting there, and to give the meeting en account of it." 

"Two months later.- ‘It is agreed that the meeting at Rencocas be. 
held at the house of Thomas Herding’ &c. -(From Michener's "Retrospect of .@ 
Eerly Quekerism.") a 

Rancocas, formerly written Ancocus, is a quiet little villege about 
three-quarters of a mile from the Rancocas Creek snd some five or six 
miles from Burlington, in Burlington County, N. J. The Meeting House, a 
brick building of goodly size and age, has the. date 1772 in different 34 
colored bricks on the eastern end. From the time of the Separation in 1827 | 
this Meeting House wes used, with only a brief inter-space af time, by ‘% 
both brenches of the Society as a place of worship, the Orthodox occupy- % 
ing the eastern half of the building, while the Hicksites had the western. 
However, by reason of diminished membership, due to removals end death, 
the Orthodox branch has closed its meetings eltogether at Rancocas. Their | 
last meetings took place in the residence of Mary, widow of Semuel Haines, § 
She died 7th Mo. 1, 1924, which dete practically closed the meeting. 4: 

In 1929 the antique wagon-sheds still stsnd at thse back of the Meet- 
ing House, and, scattered about the spacious grounds, are a number of 
very venerable trees, most probebly relics of the primevel forest. To the 
left of the House, fecing Bridge Street, is the brick school-house bear- 
ing a lerge circular teblet above the door ennouncingy- 

FRIENDS SCHOOL RANCOCAS 1807 

the date being in the center of the circle. In Thomas Woody's "Quaker Edu- 
cation in New Jersey," 1923, is the following note in relation to Rencocas 
Friends' School:- "In 1803 Rancocas received information that the monthly 
meeting expected to cast the burden of schools where it properly belonged, 
-i.e., on the lower meetings, end that a report must be out in giving a | 
particuler eccount of the state of schools. Six years leter steps were tek- § 
en for more permenent eccommodetion for the schoolmaster, epparently at 
the letter 's suggestion." 

The "Master's House", built in 1622, at the further end of the vil- 
lege, on Main Street, is still the property of Rencocas Friends' Meeting, 
end is e dwelling-house in good condition in 1929. The school was kept up 
for more than e hundred yeers, but finally was laid down in 1920, and the 
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building converted into e dwelling. During the letter period of its de- 
cline, on May 24th, 1913, there was 6 "Reunion of Teachers end Pupils" 
held et Rencocas School-house with an interesting literary program given 
in the Meeting House, st which time Amelie Mott Gummere of Heverford, Pa., 
took active part, especially giving sttention to the subject of John Wool- 
mén end his essocietion with Rencocas. 

Upwerds of helf a mile out Bridge Street end not fer from Centerton 
Bridge over the Rencoces Creek, iss the Friends' Burisl Ground where from 
eerly times the Friends of Rencocas have interred their dead. In the cen- 
ter of the yard is e stone tablet erected in recent days to the memory of 
the earliest of the Stokes femily who wers buried in the cemetery, and 
near it ere heedstones marking the greves of meny leter members and de- 
scendents of the seme family. Among them is the lest resting plece of 
Charles Stokes born 8th Mo. 12th, 1791, died 2nd Mo. 27th, 1882, who, 
in his time, was one of the most prominent men of Rancoces. The teblet 
in the middle of the yerd beers the following record:- 

1. Thomas Stokes, born in London, England, 1640, died 1720 
2. Mery Barnerd Stokes, wife of Thomas Stokes born died 
3. John Stokes, son of Thomas Stokes, born in @ngland, 1575, died 1749 
4. Elizabeth Green Stokes, wife of John Stokes 
o« John Stokes 2nd, son of John Stokes, born Sth mo.l6th, 1713, died 
6. Hanneh Stockdele Stokes, wife of John Stokes 2nd, born 1718, died 
1790 
7. David Stokes, son of John Stokes ona. dorm 11 thi md... lathe fol, 
died 9th mo. 27th 1830 
8. Ann Lencaster Stokes, wife of David Stokes born 6th mo. 27th, 1759 
died 9th mo. 25th 1835 
Others interred in this Buriel Ground are members of the Buzby, Woolman, 
Wills, Leeds, Hansell, Haines, Hilyard, Scattergood, Lundy and other femi- 
lies, all of whom have figured more or less notably in Friends’ history 
in the past. 

The cemetery is well cared for, is located high above the level of 
the roed passing by it, end is e very pretty spot, open to the sunshine. 

George DeCou of Moorestovm, N.J., has made much research in the past 
history of Rencocas end from‘his velusble gleenings the following items 
of interest concerning the Friends' Meeting, Greveysrd and School are 
quoted: ~ 

"The first Queker meeting house in the community stood at the north- 
ern end of the cemetery on land presented to the trustees by John Wille. 
The following records of Burlington Monthly Meeting show cleerly 1703 is 
the correct dete of the building of this meeting house end not 1720, as 
stated by Charles Stokes in his History of the Ancokes Friends School, 
written in 1913: 'Ye 6th of ye 5th mo. 1702, John Wills in behalf of ye 
major part of ye frds belonging to Rencocas Meeting made e@ proposel be- 
fore this meeting of ye building of a meeting house for themselves by 
their burying ground, desiring ye councel of this meeting and this meet- 
ing leaves them to their liberty to proceede.' 

"ve 4th of llth mo. 1702, John Wills proposed to this meeting con- 
cerning ye ordering and letting of ye meeting house to workmen of Anco- 
cas, this meeting leaveing it to ye neighboring friend that lives neer 
ye pleco the dementions being spoken to et this meeting to be 30 feet 
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long from oute to oute and 22 feet wide from oute to gute and 12 foot 
in hight on ye wall.' 

"At the meeting hald on the lst of 12th mo. 1702, John Wills and 
Thomas Eves were eppointed 'to have ye oversite of the work and to ea- 
gree with ye workmen.’ The 3d of 3d mo. 1703, the meeting appointed 
"Thomas Eves, George Elketon, Restore Lippincott, Richard Ridgway, Sem- 
uel Jennings and Thomas Gardner,' to be named in the conveyances ‘as | 
‘persons in trust by ye meeting to which Jno. Wills signes for ye meet- ~ 
ing house ground at Rencokess.' The meeting house wes completed in the 
Fell of 1703, as recorded in the Minutes deted the 7th of the 12th mo., 
1703. ‘Jon. Wills reports to this meeting thet their meeting house at 
Northampton is fit to meet in, orders yt (thet) first days and week 
deys meeting be kept in it wch (which) this meeting epproveth of and 
orders thet the three weeks meeting formerly kept at Joshue Humphries 
is now to be kept at the new meeting house.' 

"The Wills femily records show thet the meeting house was standing — 
in 1772, when the present meeting house at Rancoces was sets Semu- 
el Wills, born in 1765, has left a record that he could: distinctly re- 
member going to meeting in the old building when a smell boy. He also 
recalled thet there wes a large fireplace in the southwest corner near 
which the mothers set with their children in extreme weether. The fol- 
lowing description of this queint building, the author of which is un- 
known to the writer, is interesting end of historicel value: 'The first 
meeting house was probably near the graveyerd, and built of logs hewn 
out of the timber that stood on the ground where the house was placed. 
It wes primitive in the lest degree end without eny comforts or conven- 
iences now deemed so necessery. The floor was of clay; besten herd and 
made as even as possible. A single window with four panes of ‘Bulls eye 
glass' placed in the well back of where the elders sat, was the only ; 
means of light when the door wes closed. There mey heve been an open fire- 4 
place end chimney for heating purposes, if not, then the only protection a 
from the cold wes found in foot stoves or in warm bricks or stones a 
brought by each family on meeting deys end placed under their feet during 4 
the service.' fPhis description doubtless based on etude races may not be @ 
accurete in all details. ag 

"Deniel Wills, father of Williem R. Wills, was the first Friend to =| 
place a gravestone in the old grave yard. This, of course, shocked some 
of the more conservative Friends who felt it wes a display of vanity end 
consequently it was promptly lowered to the level of the ground. Deniel 
Wills, however, who had a very strong will of his own, immediately re- 
placed it and finally the Meeting egreed to permit it to stend." i 

"The second oldest house (in Rencoces), to which I will again refer, | 
is the little brick homesteed et the western end of the villege which 4 
was erected in 1810 as a dwelling for the school master." a 
"The present brick school house was erectad in 1822 rather than in 4 
1807 es stated on the date stone. I have been told that 1807 was painted i 
on the stone at the time of the school celebration in 1913. bi, 

"The following records which John Russell Hayes, librarian of Friends' | 
Historicel Library, Swarthmore College, kindly copied for me from the or- 
iginel Minute Book of Rencocas Preparative Meeting, definitely fixes 
1822 as the correct date: 'At Ancoces Preparative Meeting held in the 3rd 
of the lst mo. 1822, "The Trustees appointed to supsrintend the School, a 
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report...-.thet the house in which the school is held is so old and out 

} of repair that they cennot indulge a reasonable hope of its being suitable 

*>for the purpose of a school another year, they therefore, suggest to the 
Preparative Meeting the propriety of authorizing the succeeding Trustees 
to build a new house on the lot whereon the present one stends within the 
ensuing year. Signed on behalf of the Trustees, Cherles Stokes, Clerk." 

"At the next Preperetive Meeting held on lst mo. 31st, 1822, the 
proposition wes again considered end 'the meeting granted to the Trus- 
tees of the School the privilege of building s new school house egreea- 
ble to the proposition made by them and also to make use of such parts 
of the meens in the Treasurer's hands ss appeer to be not otherwise ap- 
propriated.' 

"At the Prepereative Meeting held on 30th of lst mo. 1823, the Trus- 
tees reported 'thet a school house has been erected agreeebls to the di- 
rection of the Preparative Ifeeting in the 2d.mo. last and thet the whole 
expense including the price of the new stove, etc., is $359.23 leaving a 
belance in fevor of the school fund of $1.64. Signed on kehalf of the 
Trustees, Charles Stokes, Clerk.' As this report was signed on 1st month 
23d, 1823, it is evident that the school house wes completed in 1822. 

"At the time of the separation in the Society of Friends in 1827, 
the meeting and school properties were retained by the Hicksite Friends, 
The Orthodox brench worshipping for a time in the hall over the black- 
smith shop on Bridge street. Afterwards, at the invitation of the Hick- 
site Friends, the Orthodox meeting wes held in the eastern end of the 
building, their own meeting being held at the seme time in the western 
end. For a number of years after the separetion, the children of both 
brenches ettended school in the brick school house but as ‘love and uni- 
ty' did not seem to prevail in full measure, the Orthodox Frisnds built 
a seperate school house in the eastern end of the meeting house yard. 

One by one the Orthodox families moved from the neighborhood and their 
meeting wes finally laid down in 1924, the meetings during the lest years 
heaving been held in the house of Samuel and Mary Haines. 

"The Hicksite Meeting hes been regulerly maintained since the sep- 
eration in 1827, slthough set times not more than two or three faithful 
Friends gethered in the historic old building on First day-morning. 

"The faithfulness of the little group of worshippers has been reward- 
ed as the past few years havo witnessed a revival of interest in Quekerism 
in the neighborhood. The meeting house now shelters forty or fifty wor- 
shippers at the First-day morning services. There is en active First-day 
school under the auspices of the meeting, with an everage attendence of 
about severty-five. 

"Let us now return to the little Quaker school house by the roadside, 
once the centre of the intellectual life of the comaunity. It is still 

- pert of the meeting house property but is now a dwelling, the school hav- 
ing been discontinued many years ago. An interesting article could be 
written about the gifted young men and women who taught in this school, but 
in this brief sketch I can refer to but fews John Gummere, ranking high as 
en educator, was engaged to teach the school in 1800 at en ennual selery of 
Two Hundred Dollers. He was © young man of exceptional ability and it soon 
became necessery to offer him greater inducements to keep him in the commu- 
nity. His selary wes reised to Three Hundred end Fifty Dollars and in 1810, 
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as a further inducement a dwelling house was erected for his use. This a 
little brick house, which is still owed by the Meeting, stands on the a 
south side of Beverly road at the western end of the village. John Gun- | 
mere taught in the Rancocas school until 1811, when he removed to Bur- y 


lington, where he afterwards established his ‘Academy for Boys'". 
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Frequently called......-.,0ld Springfield. 
Popularly known @8.e.eesereerce . ++ Copany. 
Meetings astablisned is vce vss. sss cee velour. 
First Meeting House built..........-1698, 
Second Meeting House built seeeesers e175, 
Friends' School established....... iets |: 
Meeting discontinued wives ee +s Oe Sir 
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Springfield, often Panteds "Old" or "Lower" Springfield after the” a 
esteblishment of Upper Springfield, wes a Preparative Meeting belonging | a 
to Burlington Monthly Meeting in Burlington Quarter of Philadelphia Yoor- jl 
ly Meeting of the Society of Friends. This Meeting is very old; as the 4 
following minutes end notes collected by Ezra Michener in his "Retrospect | 
of Early Quakerism", show:- a 
"1682.- 'It is ordered thet Friends at Esiskunk Creek have a meet 
ing at the house of Thomas Barton on first days, for this winter season." Be: 
-(Burlington Monthly Meeting.) a 
'1687.~- 'A meeting for worship wes set up in 1687-for Friends at 4 
Bsiskunk Creek, and held by turns et the houses of Thomas Barton, John i, 
Dey, end John Curtis."' -(Samuel Smith.) a 
"1694,- 'It is agreed that the meeting-house of Springfield is to | 
be built of the hither side of Mattacopany bridge, that is, if the land 4 
be to be had convenient for the meeting-house.' -(Burlington Monthly a 
Meeting.) My 
"1698.- ‘Old Springfield meeting-house wes built in 1698 end the | 
meeting settlrd there on ground given by Richard Ridgway.' -(S. Smith.) P. 
The early Meeting House referred to in the foregoing note was re- il 
placed by another built in 1775, which is still stending in 1929, al- J 
though now showing indicstions of dilapidetion and reputed to be unsafe : 
for use. This interesting old brick building with its front to the ; 
south, facing the Burial Ground, and with its back towards the public 
roed leading to the village of Jacksonville about half a mile distant, 
is loceted on @ slight elevation of ground overlooking the little val- 
ley of the Berkers Brench of the Asiscunk Creek. The old brick struct- 
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ure, with the dete 1775 in large figures in the western geble, hes en 
entrance door on each of its four sides, four windows at the front end 
elso st the beck, and three at the east and west ends. The upper windows 
ara protected by lettice blinds end the lower ones by quaint boerd shut- 
ters, and all ere square in shape. 

The grounds ere besutified with shade trees, but the Meeting House, 
closed except for special services, eand:the greveyerd in front of it, 
show visible evicence of age ‘and neglect. The Buriel Ground conteins me- 
ny merked greves, some mush sunken end ell more or less: overgrovm with 
long grass end unkempt vegetetion. Within them moulder eway the remeins 
of members of the Atkinson, Asronson, Dubel, Fort, Fenton, Geskill, Kim- 
ble, King, Haines, Kirby, Pickering, Stokes, Troth, right, Wood, Zelley 
end other Friends" femilies who once worshiped within the Meeting House. - 
A long row of heedstones near the entrance. gete merk thr resting pleces 
of some of the Geskill femily, the first on the row being marked "Job: 
Geskill died Sept. 26th, 1610 eged &5 yrs.", end the second "Slizebeth 
Gaskill died 1812.seged 45." 

Just e few steps from the Meeting House is stillystanding the old 
freme school-house, also facing the south, with its bdo to the road. 
The school et Old Springfield was estseblished in 1779 &nd doubtless this 
entique freme building has weathered the years from very near thet dete. 
Its uses for school purposes have long been past, end in 1929 it has de- 
generated to becoming a lodging for pigeons end poultry. 

Qld Springfield Meeting House is locally called by the name of 
the bridge spenning the brook neerby, and is known as "Copany", e cor- 
ruption of "Matteccpany", the neme of an Indien chieftain who once liv- 
éd in the neighborhood. It wes likewise the earlier neme of the brook 
now called Berkers Brench. In Es M. Woodwerd's "History of Burlington 
Courity, N.J.," is the following brief notice of this Meeting House:- 

"The Friends' meeting house et 'Copenny' is nearly half e€ mile 
east of Jecksonville, beautifully situeted in the grove upon the right 
benk of the sparkling little brook meandering down through the dell. 
This is one of the encient historic lendmerks of the letter century. 
Built of stone in 1775, it hes stood through four bloody wars in which 
the United States have been engaged, and yet sullenly bids defiance to 
the ruthless tooth of time. During the Revolutionary war the Copenny 
meeting-house was used upon one or two occasions as & hospital, and tra- 
dition, with its silver tongue, says that two or three skirmishes be- 
tween the Yankees end British took plece near here, while the troops 
were passing to end from Philedelphia. Nearby the meeting-house is the 
little old school-house which tradition seys has been the compenion of 
the meeting-house for the last century, end the generel appearance of 
the two would naturselly prove the essertion." 

NOTE.- The Copeny Meeting house is built of brick, not of stone.- 

In George DeCou's "Historical Sketches of Mount Holly snd Vicin- 
ity," 1936, is the following mention of Springfield Friends’ Meeting: -~ 

"Springfield Meeting, now known as Copeny Meeting, is one of the 
oldest in the County end the first meeting house, erected in 1695, on 
the site of the present building located about one-half mile east of 
Jecksonville wes third in order of construction in the county. The 
first reference to a meeting in the neighborhood thet I heve found in 
the records of Burlington Monthly Meeting is dated 'ye first of ye llth 
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mo-, 1682,’ end reads: ‘It is ordered yt (thet) Friends at Esiscunk Creek y 
have a meeting on the first day at Tho: Barton's house for this winter or iy 
till further order.' The Berton home wes loceted north of Jacksonville E 
on the northern side of Assiscunk Creek. Meetings were also held at the 
home of John Day and Thomas Curtis prior to the building of the meeting 
house. 

"Nearly in the 1690's, the Friends of the neighborhood begen to con- f 
sider the advisability of erecting a meeting house end in 1694, the month- ig 
ly meeting grented them permission to proceed with the underteking. The 
minute reads: ‘At our men's monthly meeting held ett ye house of Elize- 
beth Gerdner the 4th of ye 12th mo., 1694. It is agreed yt ye Meeting 
house of Springfield is to be built of the hither side of Mattocopany 
Bridg, thet is if ye lend be to be had convenient for the meeting house. ' 
. Lend did 'be to be hac' end was hed from Richard Ridgway, who, according 
to Semuel Smith, the historian, presented it to the meeting. Nothing fur- 4 
ther seems to-heve been done in the matter until 1697, when on ‘the 3d of 
ye llth mo.' Burlington Monthly Meeting recorded the following minute: 'It & 
is ordered (ye meeting heving concluded yt ye Meeting house of Springfield ¥ 
shell be brick) yt ye members of Springfield Meeting do get whet subscrip- ¥ 
tion they cen and give an eccount to ye Monthly Meeting; and also to ad- 
vise with workmen ebout ye vallue of ye building of co the demensions J 
of ye sd House to be es followeth, viz. 26 foot long ue 20 foot wide both a 
within and to give acco. as above sd.‘ Under date of ‘ye 6th of ye 4th mo., @ 
1698,' I find the following interesting minute: 'The trustees mentioned 4 
for the Deed of the Meeting House of Springfield ere Jno. Shinn, Jno. Day, | 
Jno. Butcher, Jno. Brown, Jno.Hollingsheed, end Joshua Humphries who are | 
to continue during Life and st the Decease of any of these Trustees then 
the other five Surviving or the Mejor part of them shall have Power to 
Choose enother or others in the Room of ye deceased and so to continue 
forever.' q 

"It is interesting to notice thet Frencis Collins, who built the first | 
meeting house in Burlington, wes selected to build the Springfield Meeting | 
House. Frencis was rather dilatory in his work, es shown by the following 4 
record deted 'ye 8th of ye 3d mo., 1699.': ‘Ordered by this Meeting yt Jno. | 
Shinn, Sen., and Jno. Dey, speak to Frencis Collings yt he- get the work: 
done belonging to Springfield Meeting house by the next three weeks Meet- 
ing or else they are appointed to Get Some other workmen.' Frencis appar- 
ently ‘got busy' as John Shinn end John Day reported to the meeting on A- 
pril 5th, that the building had been completed. These minutes are the most 
setisfactory of any thet I have found in my researches, as they give us the 
location, the size of the building, the neme of the builder and the meteri- | 
eal of which it was built. 

_ “Springfield Meeting was called-:Lower or Old Springfield after the 
establishment of Upper Springfield Meeting in 1726, but in recent years it 
has been known as Copany Meeting. Copeny is undoubtedly an abbreviation of 
Mettecopeny, the Indien neme of the streem near which it is located. The 
present meeting house was erected in 1775 es steted on the western end. On © 
'the 6th dey of 2d mo., 1775,' the following minute wes recorded: ‘A Friend | 
from Old Springfield informed the Meeting that they had thoughts of Rebuild-| 
ing their Meeting house if this meeting has no objection— which being cone: 
sidered they are left at liberty to perform the work in e becoming manner.’ — 
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j "On July 3d, 1775~— the dey on which Generel Weshington essumed com- 
p. mend of the Americen Army at Cembridge— Burlington Monthly Meeting of 
. Friends gathered as usuel and among other business adopted the following 


—, minute: ‘Friends of Old Springfield desiring that a Committee might be ap- 


i). pointed to take a Deed for the Ground on which their old Meeting house 
stood and for an additional lot which they heve purchased the better to ac~ 
f commodete their new house and enlarge their burying ground. David Ridgwey, 
. Thomas Pancoast, Henry Ridgway,*Robert Grubb, John Hillier, Peter Fllis, 

| Williem Ridgway and John Brown are eppointed for that purpose.' 

"The old meeting house, pleassntly located by the roadside on a bluff 
overlooking Barker's Run, doubtless could tell many interesting Revolution- 
ery stories if its walls could speak, as on two occasions British soldiers 
passed by its doors. Late in December, 1776, there was a skirmish between 
the American and British forces nearby and the old meeting house wes used 
as a hospitel. The Friends! School was established in about 1779 and the 
frame school house still standing, was erected shortly afterwards. It is 
located in the western end of the meeting house yard and is in a most dilap- 
idated condition. The school mester's dwelling, located south of the school 
house, is now used as a dwelling house. The meeting house property is now 
owned by the 'Hicksite' Friends but regular services have mot been held for 
a number of yeers." f 
**See Addends P. 209 for additional information. 
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STONY BROOK. 


Jeeting orgenized about........-.-1710. 

Indulged Meeting established......1726. 

First Meeting House built.........1726. 

Present Meeting House built.......1760. 

Locetion near...ssu0.e...srrinceton, N. J. 
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Stony Brook Meeting House is located near Princeton, in Mercer County, 
New Jersey, northeast from the city of Trenton about ten miles. Its story 
began early for it was an Indulged meeting permitted by Chesterfield Month- 
ly Meeting in 1710, to hold meetings once in three months. Its school his-_ 
tory, too, dates early as this extract from Thomas Woody's "Quaker Hduca- 
tion in New Jersey," indicates:- 

"Tn 1693 Yilliam Penn purchased lend in the neighborhood of Princeton, 
and thither came several prominent Quaker families in 1696 to form the set- 
tlement of Stony Brook, where the old meeting house still stands. Just when 
a school was begun it is impossible to say, but prior to the establishing 
of the College of New Jersey (1747), it is probable that no other school 
existed in the neighborhood." As late as 1848 the school kept up "most of 
the year", but after 1851 it is not clear that it was kept et all. 

Thomas Chelkley, the eminent Queker minister, visited Stony Brook and 
Chesterfield in 1725. He wrote in his Journal:- "About the letter end of the 
third month, I went to the querterly meeting of ministers and elders for the 
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county of Burlington; and from thence to Stony Brook; where, on e@ first 
dsy, we had a lerge meeting in Joseph Worth's bern, which wes crowded 
with people, and wes a solid, good meeting." 
In Chesterfield Monthly Meeting records occurs the following minute:=i 
"In 1724 a comaittee reported thet 'A house may be built of stone, thirty-mm 
four feet long and thirty feet wide, end finished, so as to render it uses @ 
ful, es they think, for about one hundred end fifty pounds, new money.'" 4% 
‘The house wes built and the meeting established in 1726. es 
In John F. Hageman's "History of Mercer County, N.J.," the following & 
interesting account. of Stony Brook is given:- a 
"The Queker Meeting House et Stony Brook, hoery with age, seems to EB 
have outlived the society which established it. The fethers who built it 4 
and planted their femilies eround it, connecting with it a school-house 4 
for their children, and e burial plece for themselves end their descend- “4 
ents, now, after half a dozen generations, have scarcely a representetive | 
emong the living in the neighborhood. The old school-housse is closed. The i 
meeting-house is seldom if ever opened for worship, end there are but few A 
new greves mede in the old burial ground which belongs to it. . 
"June 1, 1709, Benjemin Clarke conveyed by deed nine acres and sixty © 
hundredths of en acre of land, on the northeasterly side of Stony Brook 
to Richard At aes end others in trust to build rz mip een egeS on it, 


years after the eaiiteuadt et Stony Brook . by ste femilies of Clarke, oe 
en, Worth, Hornor, end Stockton, all of whom were reputed to belong to | 
thet society. This lot of land so set apart still remeins held for the 
purpose for which it was dedicated by the grantor. In the latter pert of 
the summer of 1709 a small frame building wes erected on seid lot for a 
meeting-house, in which meetings for worship and church business were E 
held till the year 1760, when, being too small end out of repair, it gave «# 
plece to the present stone building, which wes et thet time erected on the 4 
site of the original one. Before the first building was erected the femi- & 
lies of the society in the neighborhood worshiped together in their pri- — 
vete dwellings. a 

"This plece of worshiv is over one hundred and twenty years old, (in = 
1883) probably older then the Presbyterian Church et Maidenhead, though : 
the grent of land to that congregation entedetes the deed for this Stony 
Brook meeting-house lot about ten years. The house is smell, and in its — 
interior it resembles en encient country school-room more then e house of ig 
worship. But it is historic. It was the only place of public worship in 
Princeton prior to the building of the college in 1757, and the school 
on the same ground wes probably the only school in the neighborhood be- 
fore thet date. It wes the center of a lerge geographical circuit of e 4 
Queker populetion, no other such place of worship being neerer to it then 4 
Trenton. It was at this place where ‘Yashington's ermy, retreating from 
‘Trenton, halted, while Mercer made his flenk movement upon the British 
regiments on their march to Trenton by the Lawrenceville roed. It was in 
sight of this plece thet the battle of Princeton wes fought, and the 
house in which Gen. Mercer died wes only a few hundred yards distant from 
it. It and orth's Mills are old landmerks which have survived the fami- 
lies thet built them, and the generations thet cherished end supported 
them." 

The following extract from the "Princeton Press", March 19, 1904, 
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corrects an error in Hegemean's History, end further adds to the story 
of the Stony Brook Meeting:- 

"The question of the age of the age of the Friends' Meeting House eat 
Stony Brook, recently discussed in these columns, having thereby been 
brought to the attention of Mr. Joseph S. Middleton of Crosswicks, the 
officer cherged by the Chesterfield Meeting with its cere, he has furn- 
ished us with the subjoined extracts from the Society's records, which 
are @ valuable contribution tc locel history. These have been securec 
by searching the records et Fhiledelphie, Burlington, Trenton, end Cross- 
wicks, end may be regerded as perfectly euthentic....(The Meeting minutes 
have been omitted in this copy of the erticle)...."It thus eppears that 
Hegeman's History is correct in ascribing 1760 es the date when the pre- 
sent Meeting House wes built, elthough in error (1) in omitting to state 
that the originsl building wes of stone end wes put up in 1726....This 
stone meeting-~house, rebuilt upon the originel foundetion, is now stand- 
ing in a good stete of preservetion, though no meetings have been held 
therein for severel years. Jt is a two-story building, with open fire- 
pleces in each end, originally used for heeting the house before the use 
of stoves. The burial-ground neer it is inclosed by a substantial stone 
well, kept in repair under the supervision of Chesterfield Monthly Meet- 
ing of Orthodox Friends, by @lizabeth 8. Clerke of Princeton. The frame 
dwelling-house on the property wes erected by the Monthly Meeting in 
1781 es a residence for the schoolmester. The schoolhouse which stood 
neer the meeting house and burial ground was teken down in 1901.'" 

Stony Brook Meeting House is in Princeton Township, about e mile 
from Princeton. It stands a short distence from the arched stones bridge 
thet spans the brook from which the Meeting House takes its name, end 
is epproeched by e lene at the reer of the building as well as by anoth- 
er through the grove to the south and in front of the House. In 1929 the 
Meeting House end its surroundings are in the very best of order, the 
shingled cepping on the greveyard wall alone showing signs of decey. 

The oblong-shaped Burial Ground to the west of the House has an unusu- 
al large number of graves marked with irregular browm field-stones, sev- 
eral entirely minus inscriptions, end meny with only the name of the sleep- 
er beneath the surface. There ere many memorial stones far the Stebbins 
and Olden families, while other nemes seen ere Alton, Applegete, Clarke, 
Collins, Case, Deacon, Devis, Gulick; Speakman, Warren and Stackhouse. 
Probably the name of Stockton, which is to be reedon a number of stones 
in the end of the cemetery neerest the Meeting House, is the most histor- 
ic name of them all. Neer the entrance gate is a low monument with e 
bronze tablet bearing this inscription:- 

"Richard Stockton a Signer of the Declaration of Independence 

is buried in these grounds. 1730 - 1781. Erected by the New 

Jersey Society of the Sons of the Americen Revolution 1913" 

The compiler of these notes visited the Stony Brook lfeeting House 
twice, the first time on Nov. 30, 1929, a clear, cold dey when the ther- 
mometor registered 12 above zero, and on July 4, 1937, enother bright, 
clear dey with good warm weather, quite in contrast to thet of the form- 
er visit, eight years previously. The second visit wee due to the kind- 
ness and interest of Joseph R. and Nlizebeth R. Lippincott of Riverton, 
New Jersey, who motored to the old historic Meeting House. The janitor; 
who lives in the former "Nester's House", courteously admitted the party 
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to the interior of the Meeting House end stated thet there had been sey- | 
erel meetings held et Stony Brook during the pest year, and that at the | 
times of the meetings in the winter time, the essembly-room had been ~% 
heeted by using the encient open fire-place. These meetings have been @ 
attended by the Queker students of Frinceton University. 


ASIP Ie Ye 
TRENTON. 


Meeting establi sheds 6. <i... ceumes «shh ots 
Meeting House lend obtained......1737-8. 
MOMS HOUSE DUTT» 00 05 «'o's\s seis ates Le oO e 
Preparative Meeting established..... 
Meeting House rough-cast....+....--1840. 
Orthodox Meeting House built.......1858. 
Old Meeting House rebuilt..........1872. . 
LOGEC. <ters' eeeees eooeeelrenton;s Ned. ( 


HERE 


Trenton Friends' Meeting belongs to Burlington Quarter of Philadel- © 
phia Yearly Meeting in both branches of the Society of Friends, and for 
both brénches it is a Prepsrative Meeting under the jurisdiction of Ches- 
terfield Monthly Meeting. The Year Book of Hicksite Friends for 1929 
states that Chesterfield Monthly Meeting is held eight months of the year 
at Trenton, and that Burlington Querterly Meeting is held there in the E- 
leventh Month. The Hicksite Mesting House at Trenton is situated on Heno- 
ver Street, cornering to Montgomery. It is an old building that has lost 
its entique appearance, for it hes been remodeled twice, and has two date 
stones on- the Montgomery Street end, bearing record of its erection and 
of the re-building and second re-modeling in plainly carved figures:-. 


- a] 
1872 
-On the front of the house, neer the entrance door on Henover Street, 
is a tablet giving information:- "This Meeting House was occupied by the 
British Dragoons December 1776. Erected by the Joseph Wood School Febru- 
Ory sea 2eOs 3 
The Meeting House is a good-sized rough-cast structure, but not over- 
large. On the left of it end to the rear, is the old buriel ground with a 
number of memorial stones of modest Quaker feshion, bearing family names 
of Abbott, Burdssall, Bernes, Cadwalader, Clymer, Devis, DeCou, Evans, 
Geins, Hillman, Mershell, Pratt, Paxson, Potter, Redmen, Skirm, Tilton, 
and White. In a far extremity of the yard, under a tree near the sheds at 
the beck of the House end greveyerd is the grave of 
"Doctor THOMAS CAD'YALADER died 14 Nov. 1779" 
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} Midway emong the grave at the left side of the Meeting House between 
.- the resting-place of Dr. Cadwalader and the street, is a family plot of 

mB three greves, occupied by “van Evans, his wife and son. There are head- 
f. etones end foot-stones at these graves, on the first the names of the in- 
, dividuals, "Evan Evens,'"t "Ann Wife of “van @vans," and "Lewis R. Son of 
/ Qven end Ann Bvens;" end on the foot-stones the initiels of the persons 
mB. sccompanied by the dating:- "".: ©. Born June 18th, 1783 Died Feb. 20th, 

fF 1867;" "A, ™. Born October 3d 1776. Died April 6th 1863." "L. R. E. Born 

» April 7th 1808 Died December 27th, 1829." This Burial Ground is the old 
cemetery of Trenton Friends, now no longer used, but kept carefully neat 
end beeutiful. Another ground called "Riverview," some two miles distent, 
contains the graves of later generations of Trenton Friends. 

Trenton Friends' Meeting was esteblished a few yeers previous to the 
erection of the Meeting House, as this extract, as quoted from Michener's 
"Retrospect of Harly Quakerism" indicetes:- 

"1724.- ‘Our friend, Isaec Heneam, with other Friends, requested liber- 
ty to keep e meeting for worship at Trent Town on first days, hoping it 
may be of good service. Therefore this meeting grents them their request 
for six months, end longer, es it mey be found of good service.' -(Ches- 
terfield Monthly Meeting.) . 

"In 1740, the meeting-house at Trenton wes built, end SPE Heg ape for 
worship settled." -(S. Smith.) : : 

The seme minute, @s copied by the compiler of these notes in 1938 
from the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting records (Copies) et 302 Arch Street, 
is as follows. It is nearly identical with the foregoing:- 

"At a Monthly Meeting of Friends held at their Meeting house in ‘Ches- 
terfield the 6th of the 4 mo 1734 Our Friend Isaac Harrow with other Friends 
requested of this Meeting liberty to keep a meeting of Worship in Trent 
Tovm on first deys hoping it mey be of good service: Therefore this Meeting 
grents them their request for six months snd longer as it may be found of 
good service " 

.On 4th Mo. 5, 1735, @hesterfield Monthly Meeting ep aean se Iseac Har- 
row for Overseer of the Trent Town Meeting. 

"At a Monthly Meeting of Friends held at their Meeting ee in Ches- 
_terfield the 2d of the 1 mo 1737/6 This Meeting appoints Joseph Reckless 
to draw @ Deed for land for e Meeting house and greveyard at Trentown to be 
conveyed to Benjemin Smith, Stacy Beekes, Yilliem Plesket, Joseph Decow, 
Nathan Beakes end Iseac VYetson, this Meeting appoints John Tantum & Benj'a 
Smith to have the oversight of the affeir." 

Tsasc Stephens, en interested member of Trenton Meeting, writing for 
the.Friends' Intelligencer, Zighth Month 13th, 1872, just after the rebuild- 
ing of the House, gives the following interesting history of the Meeting 
_House:- 

"The Meeting House of Friends eat Hanover end Montgomery streets in the 
city of Trenton, New Jersey, having lately been rebuilt and greetly improv- 
ed, a few facts connected with its history, ere by the writer deemed worthy 
of notice in the Intelligencer: In Doctor Michener's ‘Retrospect of Herly 
Quakerism', from the records of Burlington Quarterly and Chesterfield 
Monthly Meetings, it eppears that the Meeting was ‘settled in the yeer 1740. 
This agrees with the date (1739) placed with blue glazed bricks in one end 

of the house, and well remembered by some of us who were school boys here 
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"Ye heve now a roomy vestibule entrance, where Friends can exchange F 
selutations, dry their feet before meeting, or find their compeny to Leave | 
for home, end a stsirway leedins from the vestibule to a well arranged 4 
Monthly Meeting room above, which by sliding shutters, can be thrown in 
connection with the house below. The traditional open beck benches have 
been discarded for close back seats, which sre, together with the wood- 
work of the house, pginted, end the floor carpeted. Altogether it is a 
Meeting House neat end plein, but not so widely different from our own § 
homes as to show en unpleasant contrest. There is also a peculiar setisfacs| 
tion in knowing thet within these same wells we have heard s Thomas Wethersy 
eld, a Richerd Burdsall, end e Merie Imley, give forth to most attentive | 
listeners words of wisdom and truth. These, with other beatified spirits | 
from among us, have passed on to the ‘Better Lend'". 

During 1883 John F. Hegemen's "History of Mercer County, NeJey" was | 
published. In its pages this brief mention of the Friends and their Meet- ¥ 
ing House in Trenton, wes given:- 

"The first settlers at Trenton were Friends, although theirs was not : 
the first religious society thet wes formed there. Their meeting-house WAS) 
however, the first place of worship that wes erected within the limits of | 
the city of Trenton. It was built in 1739, on the corner of Henover and @ 
Montgomery Streets, where it has ever since been in use. It has undergone 4 
repairs, however, though it retains in a greet measure its primitive sim- 4 
plicity. The date of its erection was formerly on the building, but it was) 
covered in rough-casting the house in 1838. When the Society became divid- } 
ed in 1828 the brench denomineted Hicksite were left in possession of this | 
house, where they have since worshipped. t 

"An Orthodox brench of the society purchesed from the Methodists their; 
church on the northeast corner of Greene end Academy Streets, about 1838, 
and worshiped in it till 1858, when they built their place of worship in | 
Mercer Street, neer Livingston. - F 

"In the quiet, unostentatious pursuit of the even tenor of their ways} 
these people leave but little history." q 

The Meeting House of Orthodox Friends et No. 155 Mercer Street, prac-” 
tically a continuation of Montgomery Street, in Trenton, is a nest brick | 
building, not so lerge as the Meeting House of the Hicksite brench severel — 
squares distent from it. It is built on a terraced plot of ground a few 
feet above the level of the sidewalk, and is quite attractive in sppear- 
ence. To the left of it a carriage driveway leeds to the wegon-sheds only 
a few yerds to the rear of the House. The sheds are cepeble of accommodat- | 
ing but three or four vehicles, but it is usuelly the case with Friends' 
meetings within city limits to have little need of wagon-sheds. To the 
right of the Meeting House is a smell well-kept lavm, at the back of which 
a high hedge hides a small Burial Ground, where lie buried a few of the 
past members of the Society. These are in three rows, the names on the 
stones showing that members of the DeCou, Dunn, Alsop, Ivins, Kaighn, Reeve 
and Werner femilies rest there. Ths Nercer Street Meeting House hes the datg 
1658 cut in the stone window-sill at the southern end of the building. 


lhe nd a? Bier. oe) 2) =~ Vy 
me! at Pa ' : or rest We eae 7 
_ . ee eis. aan oe N; Gin tN, er ord 
eS od ’ 3 Jer. . : ‘ a D } ve ee | fi ‘a an ‘ 
ia OL’ sh woe ot alt oy 
. 5 “ Lint “a i) - aa 
ohare a. | Ai Bayt yon ae 
r) : = 


Bi begristio yidatebtencs eae suved edt O8BL Seay as tuods LOf8L of OSL most | 
Eroit yrov heed avec etreneror jak drooet nT sabtetuo ert xo tesoerquot bev | 
Pr enetia ott Yo VATTOW sexuigat emds emit wok Bevod sad dnttt ow bra ydguos® ts 
Rafdgiiolwoo eran soavot crkisel thett edam of Helw yao ovlw sbhretit te nokt xa 
Pi egnadoxe ned ehieiy2 e1en6 sone tine efodhiger ynoot * won oved of See 
Pavae! of yhaqition sleds ont? to . pitted ereted ost ated yb ,anoitatsisa 2 
B begnatts Iiew ® 94 afodtiesy ent mova Sniiaetl yawitate 5 bre ,omod 10% Wh 
et nwoind ef ago ,etedimte gothtte vw Hottw yovode moor uatteok qf soll § 
ianolstbait edT «woled eeion edt Atiw noitsennosg? aie 

«poow ent Ativ safteanot ~ ote dotdw «etoes asad easly aot bebteseth nesds <)> 5 
wheteqia2 Yolt add bas ebeiniteq ,seuod eft to drome’ 
viable oe tom tud entata bre deer esvol natioelhy, 
s uk a wode et es vemort 5 
bused evan ww flaw emee eget? atditie fedt ac twond at no loin e 
of divet evig .vyaiet sttsi s bre <fieabut ixsloth s bial = 
rartitasd t4ddG detw peeent +f fuvd bite mobelw To ebiow atenssett, : “ae 
seat? adt of ao Bewnsg evsd eu WeOus most! SY i 


2 red Tes 
Lo pyinuet Sestet to Yrofarh" e'namegstt «4% miot €S96L qninwd > ae 


‘ a r a 
S oyad sedotd 4940 neq 


6 et tk teehieyotIA 
Be: nwo tho mort SreqeTTLo 
easteitag weifvse ca le ak etacdh . tes throes traasefqnu ns 


rw 
Betestl sted+ bra shnsits olf Yo sobhiem tetad eft eegeq ett at «borte kideq i 9 
) -:evig esw enoinerT mf sevoli rae 
S ton cow oiiets dawedtie .ebretrt eter nodjnet?T $8 wrelties te1kt od a 
sane guvond~pitteem ston? <otety bemrol saw fait yreloos avoinifet tattt eddey 7 
Yo ejiail oft ahitle Gefoess enw tadd qidaxow: ‘bo eoslq seit edt  tevewor 5 aaa 
: hes evoush to aenmtge ert 16 gROlt ws efivd edw 3D «nosaetT yo yvio ip 


+] ee ok koed oonte tove end) of siete, -etes1t¢ yasaiog tnelh) | 7 
a mt enteset #2 tguadt tovewod ¢ethaqet 
+ aaw-coktooteradb te efsb edt «ys tol iguas 
_-pivib ameoed Yteloon ond nad <St0r ai esvod edt gitteso-cguot nk bette 
‘etds to noteensedg at tel erew ettedo ly betantwoneb Wonard ott Bssl nd. 
: “ sboagitenow eonte-evad yous exerw <eae By 
tt etatbodtem eft moit besatorug yetoos edt to domed xoboriS aA" = per 
of to tonmroo ‘tesediios oft 10 dom 19. 
node ,8208 L1tt tk nt beqidetow/ om rat 
; : rotegnteld tect «teetse neoten! © 
hayow itedt to tomes Mave aft 16 Fivew ovoltainedeony ~teinp edt al? - a, 
e-* yrote ket eLtere sud eveol elqoeg ef 
 teowse tepselt Cee volt’ ta abnotvt xobotitsO To eeuolt guises sit, 1 
foind teen a ek .notmedt we pesos? yrectogsaall Yo sotisunitnoo & yl baoie = 
‘{erevea. doweid eftedtolH ete Yo epstoll vntteom afd es enref oe Fort yanthl ing 
wet a bavotg to dole beomtisy # mo stud ef SD .tk movt trestetb soxsupe : 
at evitoarttp etinp gt bre dievobts edd to Lovel ent evods teat) 4 
vino ebeda-noyew ett oF whaet yowartsd eyaivwo 8 th to Mel etd of sept 97 
-tebommooos to eldaqss ew ebeie ent .eavol eft to teet sit of eb18y wet a= 
‘abnokvd diiw eases oft ylisver et Vt tad ,vefotdev u0d to souls tod gat 
ett ov .eberde-poxaw to beer efifri! avert ot adimih ystbo afitiw ey itsem: » 
‘daidw to doad etd te ynwel tqed-Shew Phere ® at ‘sevol ‘gakteelt edt to tdgt 2) 
eit to wet @ Setrod ofl erene pbaworh Ls tue {isgie # esbtd egbed agkd 


ssowrediiy 2.0 
«xi» evitioizrg eft etueaem 755%" 


Nee fh tod ,grrbLiad sit so etree 
ip 


Lie 
Bm Schl tude ,eteette yiiebeosA bre ener 


nt gtinesow to eanig ~+tett ¢£ivd yor) 
ti ~O8 14 


“rae tga 


eit no eemen eat ,awort aerlt nk ave evel? « 
evseh ,tetute® .eivT qqoelA atau Weed’ ad? Bo esedomm tant gotwo | 
ob oft east covolt patteel! tee128 poral ed? erred t four eott. torruay | 
sanloltud edt To bue ater iver ‘elt fe Tlle~wobniw enots. oft at tug © 


199 


-In the "Book of Meetings" issued by Arch Street Yeérly Moesting ebout 

1905, the following items refer to the Trenton Meeting:- 
"Held on First and Fifth deys eat 10.30 o'clock. The Meeting House 

is situeted at 149 Mercer Street. (The Year Book of 1928 gives the num- 
ber 155.) This is reached from Clinton Street Station, on the Pennsylva- 
nia R.R., by a trolley going west on State Street. Leave the car at State 
and Montgomery Streets, and walk down the latter to Mercer Street. From 
this corner the Meeting House is only half a square distant. From the 
Reading Station, take the car going east on State Street to Montgomery 
Street, as above. The attendance on e First dey veries from 12 to 20. 
There is no resident minister." 

"Riverview", where Hicksite Friends have buried their dead since 
at least as early as llmo. 1, 1859, the date of the death of Willien 
Matlack who wes interred there, is the largest cemetery in Trenton. Only 
a smell portion of it is reserved for the use of the Society of Friends, 
a small square with plain headstones, surrounded on all sides by the pre- 
tentious merble or granits monuments of others more worldly in taste and 
inclination then the Quakers. Zven some of the headstones of the Friends’ 
section are not in conformity with the rules of the Society. This is es- 
pecially noticeable in the grenite monument erected to the memory of the 
family of Isaac Stephens, a prominant member of the Trenton Friends' Meet- 
ing. But the inscriptions on the headstones are in Friendly language; 
thet in reference to Isaac Stephens states that he wees porn 10mo. 21, 1610 
and died 4mo.20, 1691. Other names seen in the Friends! section of "River- 
view" sre Conard, Comfort, Dubree, Fell, Ford, Furman, Heines, Hudson, 
Kniffin, Lukens, Lewrence, Marshell, Matlack, Perrot, Puringtén, Quinn, 
Satterthwaite, Smith, South, Shotwell, Thorn and Walton. 

A short distance from the Friends' section is a tall monument e-- 
rected in commemoration of the services of and the public esteeu for Gen- 
eral George Brinton McClellan, who was Governor of the State of New Jer- 
sey from 1878 to 1881, and died Oct. 29, 1885. 
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Meeting first called Woodward's Meeting. 
Meeting often called ........-Arneytown. 
Meeting establishedsccecsceeceoee eel /40. 
Meeting House built. .cccsccccsseessll42. 
Fllisdale School~house built.......1812. 
Preperative Meeting discontinued...1875. 
Meeting Laid down. .coccccereeseveer+ B75 
Location. ..sseceeseee -sArneytown, N. Je 
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Upper Freehold, teking its name from the most westerly township of Mon- 
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mouth County, New Jersey, was the officisl title given to one of the 
earlier Friends' Meetings of the Burlington Quarter of Philadelphia “@ 
Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends. It was early known as Wood- By 
ward's Meeting and, in later times, as Arneytown, both names derived 
from early members of the Meeting and its locel geogrephical location. ~ 
It was en Indulged Meeting of Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting. These J 
two extracts from the minutes of Chesterfield Monthly Meeting, as taken a 
by Ezre Michener, tell of its organization:- 

"1739.- ‘Isaac Formen, Joseph Arney, and saverel inhabitents neer 
there, requested liberty of this meeting to keep a meeting every first ce 
day, et s house of Joseph Arney's; and this meeting gave consent that s 
they have liberty to keep a meeting for one year.' he 

"1740.- ‘This meeting gives liberty to the inhebitents near Thon- Ae 
as Yoodward's, to make application to the Quarterly meeting for a meet- © 
ing-house, according to their request.'" 

And Semuel Smith states "The Meeting at Woodward's was settled in 
1742, end their meeting-house built the seme year, on land given by Jo- 4 
-seph Arney." ay 

Upper Freehold was evidently a thriving meeting for many years. In @ 
1833 it had a school under its cere and in 1868 this institution had for- ¥ 
ty-four pupils, but two years leter, 1870, it ceased to be mentioned in 4 
the meeting minutes. om 

From Frenklin @llis's "History of. perma i County, N.J.," 1885, the @ 
following note concerning the district school is obtafined:- “Arneytown | @ 
District, No. 23, embracing a part of the adjoining towmship in Burling- 9@ 
ton County, was orgenized in 1874, in which yeer the school-house was e- 
rected. It is also used for religious worship. The district contains 4 
ninety-two children of school age." a 

In 1875 it wes reported to the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting that both | 
the Prepsrative Meeting and the meetings for worship et Upper Freshold 
were discontinued. This announcement wes published in the Yearly Meeting 
Uxtracts. 

From Thomes Gordon's "Gazetteer of New Jersey, 1834, this reference © 
to Arnsytowm is obtained:- “Arneystown p-t of Hanover t-ship, Burlington ¥ 
co., near the eastern line; 13 miles N.=. of Mount Holly,-175 from W. Coy 
(Yeshington @ity ?) 11 from Trenton S.E., end 8 &. from Bordentown}; con- ‘ 
teins e store, tavern, 15 dwellings, end a large ESA Fate house pertaining | 
to Friends; surrounded by a country of fertile loam." © 4 

Ellis's "History of Monmouth County, N.J.," 1885, tekes occssion to & 
an the small villege of Bllisdale, which hes a direct comnection “4 
with the Friends' Meeting at Arneytown. The statement is this:- "Hllisdele 4 ; 
Villege lies on the line between Monmouth end Burlington Counties. It a 
wes early known as Gibbstown, end in 1834 as Shelltown. 'It conteins some | 
helf-e-dozen dwellings. There is a Friends' Meeting-house neer it.' The %%@ 
meeting-house here referred to is the 01d school-house which was used by 4 
the Friends of Arneytown Meeting." il 

"Gllisdale District No. 21. The school-house now in use (1885) wes 
moved in May, 1867, to its present location, on lend donated by George : 
Tilton. It originally stood back on the Tilton ferm, and was used both 
ps e school-house end Friends' Meeting-house. It was erected before 1612.""% 

Upper Freehold, called Woodward's Meeting in early deys, and often 
in leter times Arneytown, from its locetion, no longer has « place in the : 
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-modern schedule of Friends’ Meetings. However, a visit to the locelity in 
Arneytown, where its Meeting House once stood, shows there is much left to 
| recall its past history, nuch to prove it is still very meteriel in its ex- 
 istence, but most regretfully neglected. The Meeting House, 6 freme struc- 
ture on stone foundetion, disappeered upwards of fifty yeers or more ego, 
yet, on the 3rd of Mey, 1931, when Ase Mh. Smith of Moorestown, Neale ys COOK 
the compiler of these Friends' Meeting notes to the spot, it was then seen 
_thet the outline of the foundation well wes quite eesily trecéd. Messes of 
stone end brick lay scattered esbout, while e depression in the ground merk- 
-ing the besement below the floor, was thickly overspread with a wild growth 
, of saplings six or eight feet high. To the eastwerd piles of decaying tim- 
ber ley in en irreguler long-spreead heap on the ground where in more recent 
deys the wegon-sheds stood, e sad survivor of Upper Freehold Meeting. The 

' wooden material of which the House wes built wes used in the construction 
of neerby farm buildings, ell of which, like the Meeting House itself, ere 
| gone. Even the more durable slate roof of the Friends' House of worship 

hes served out its time in a second roofing of other buildings. 

The L-shéped Burial Ground with meny marble memoriel stones, wes 
north of the Meeting House. It is inclosed by a heavy wire fence rusted by 
, time and foul weather. Here lie buried the loved end lost of prominent 
- Queker femilies of the neighborhood once constituting pert of the member- 
ship of the Meeting. Femily nemes seen are Abbott, Allen, Bartrem, Bullock, 
Bleck, Curtis, Canfield, Ellis, Harker, Harrison, Hornor, Kent, Lawrie, Mor- 


. | gen, Newbold, Ridgway, Russel, Schooley, Tilton, Woodward and Webb. The 


headstones mostly stend erect in their Queker simplicity of style, but e 

_ few heve suffered end one lies broken in fragments, end ell over the grounds, 
as well as in the edjoining yerd of the Meeting House, a wild growth of lo- 
cust end elm saplings have teken firm root and have assumed complete posses- 
sion. The generel condition’ of Upper Freehold Meeting House premises is de- 
ploreble, the more so es the situetion is charming end due attention to its 
cere and protection would make it ettractive and beautiful. 

About two miles distant, near Zllisdale, is the site of the freme 
school-house which in esrlier times was used as ® Friends' Meeting House, 
the Meeting being subordinete to Upper Freehold Preparetive Meeting. The 
building, still in existence, wes sold and removed by the purchaser, a 
short distence ewey to another location on the opposite side of the road. 

It ig now e@ dwelling-house, but in its outward eppesrence resembles some 
of the Friends' Meeting Houses. 
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Meeting House rebuttlt..........ee sees we LOLs 
Location near..cesesssseceeeWrightstown, Ned. 
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Upper Springfield, as a Monthly Meeting of the Hicksite branch of Be 
the Society of Friends, belongs to Burlington Quarter of Philadelphie Yearly 4 
Meeting. As a meeting for worship it wes esteblished, according to the au- | 
thority of Samuel Smith, the historian, in 1728 "and their meeting-house ” 
built the seme year, upon ground hed of Joshua Shreve." But the Meeting houses 
hes the date 1727 on a brick over the front entrance door. The Monthly Meet- 7 
ing was esteblished in 1783 end Dr. Ezre Michener of New Garden, Pa, states | 
in his "Retrospect of Early Quekerism':- "4 
"The new Monthly Meeting of Upper Springfield was constituted of 
perts of Burlington and Chesterfield Monthly Meetings, viz., of Upper 
Springfield, a brench of Burlington, and of Mensfield and Upper Freehold, 
branches of Chesterfield Monthly Meeting. It was spproved by Burlington a 
Querterly Meeting; in the 8th month, i782, end opened in the Sth month fol- i 
lowing." | 
Upper Springfield also held a Preperetive Meeting, the records of whichs 
deting from 1769 to 1827, are in possession of the Orthodox branch of the So-s 
ciety. In the "Book of Meetings" issued by Arch MT Friends about 1905, @ 
is the following note concerning this Meeting:- 4 
"Upper Springfield. One mile west of Wrightstown, Burlington county, §# 
N.J. The Preperetive end Particular Meetings which were held here were laid -| 
down in 1844. The house, which is in excellent preservation, is still stand- 
ing, and is in the care of Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting. It is occasion-¥ 
elly used by Rece Street Friends." — 4 
Upon the esteblishment of Upper suite? iehd Monthly Meeting in 1783 
attention was immedietely given to the orgenization of a school. The insti- 
tution continued for ewhile but was closed in 1815. Another attempt to re- | 
open the school was made in 1827, but it continued only two years when, in 
1829, it was finally closed and the funds used for its keep-up were traens- 
ferred to Mensfield. val 
In 1929 Upper Springfield is practically closed, only-occasional spec- 4 
iel or circular meetings being held there, but the Meeting House end grounds 4 
are kept in good order by the Society. fi 
The old brick Meeting House wes accidentally burned in 1909, but was | 
rebuilt in 1911, as these notes, which eppeared in the Friends' Intelligen- al 
cer, certify. The first note, published Twelfth Month 31, 1910, stated:- 
"This is a picture of Upper Springfield Meeting House, built in 1727, 
enlerged in 1823, and burned down in Wighth month, 1909, through the care- 
lessness of se man in burning brush and weeds in the adjoining graveyard, 
when, owing to a high wind, the flemes ceught on the horse sheds, thence to 
the Meeting House. 
"We have been unable so fer to secure any assistance from the ‘Jeanes 
Fund for Meeting House Purposes’, but this hes not deterred us from trying 
to do whet we could for ourselves. There are only a few Friends in thet lo- 
cality but the old Meeting House has ever been held in high regerd by the 
people of the neighborhood, and as the meeting is unable to rebuild without 
assistance, e number of generous people (most of them not Friends but who 
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wish to see the house rebuilt) have given us valueble help, end the build- 

ing is partly completed, but not sufficient money hes yet been contribut- 

ed for the peyment of it. So we send this brief notice to the Intelligen- 

cer, hoping some generous Friends may reed it and help us. 

"Contributions may be sent to Mertha E. Gibbs, Clerk of Upper Spring- 

‘field Monthly Meeting, Columbus, N.J.” 

As the foregoing notice insinuates, a picture of the old Meeting 

| House appeared in the Intelligencer with the notice. The second notice, 

‘much shorter, was published Nighth Month 12, 1911. It wes worded as fol- 

» lowe:- 

'Ye have news of interest from Upper Sprinzfield, N.J., where the new 

» Meeting House was built this yeer, to replace the old house built in 1727, 
and burned in 1909." -Mertha @. Gibbs. 

. From George DeCou's carefully and conscientiously written articls call- 

ped “Historical Sketches of Mount Holly and Vicinity," published in 1936, 

» the following concerning Upper Springfield Meeting is quoted:- 

"Upper Springfield Neeting House located about one mile and a quarter 
northwest of “Wrightstown, erected in 1727, was suthorized by Burlington 
Quarterly Meeting on ‘the 20th of 12mo., 1725/6,' by the following minute: 
‘The Friends in the upper pert of Springfield, Mensfield, end Chesterfield 
have liberty by this meeting to proceed in building a new meeting houss 
near Williem Earls.' The following record shows that the members of the 
new meeting had difficulty in raising snough money to pey for the new 
building and found it necasssry to apply to the Quarterly Meeting for as- 

» sistence: ‘At our quarterly meeting held in Burlington the 28th of 6mo., 
> 1727—- John Scholey in behalf of Friends belonging to the new meoting in 
_ the upper part of Springfield made epplication to this Meeting for some as- 
. sistance in building a new meeting house there, which this meeting take no- 
tice of and recommends the seme to the several Monthly Meetings to get Sub- 
scriptions and collect the Money es soon as Conveniently they cen.' 
"Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting, consisting of Upper Springfield, 
- Mensfield and Upper Freshold (Arneytown) Preperetive Meetings, was author- 
» ized in 1781, and the meeting house enlerged in 1783, as shown by the fol- 
- lowing minutes: ‘At a querterly meeting held et Burlington the 27th, 8th 
_ m0e, 1781.' ‘The Committee respecting the better regulation of our Prepar- 
ative Meetings end to consider whether it might not be advantagsous to So- 
ciety to Settle a new Monthly Meeting at Upper Springfield, made the fol- 
lowing report, viz: Having met and deliberated on the following weighty 
Matters committed to us and patiently heard each other's Sentiments and 
Prospects thereon. We ere with a great degree of Unenimity of Judgment that 
a new Monthly Meeting to be settled at Upper Springfield will be useful and 
Right, to be composed by the Members of that particular Meeting, upper Frese- 
hold and Mensfield Meetings, exclusive of Mensfield Neck Meeting.’ (Bustle- 
ton. 

; At ea Quarterly Meeting held at Burlington the 24th of 2d mo.,1783.' 
'The Comnittes on establishing e new Monthly Meeting at Upper Springfield 
 &c egreed to Report thet the House at Upper Springfield is so forward that 
its thought it will be near finished by the latter end of next Month; that 
we find by the Report of Friends appointed to take Subscriptions that they 
heve nearly compleated them, and the Amount being likely to fall short of 
the necessary Sun, the Committee on consideration thereof do unite in pro- 
posing thet the Quarterly Meeting allow the Sum One Hundred and Fifty 
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Pounds out of the Quarterly Meeting Stock, towards the, compleeting that 
House; with which essistance there is a Prospect of its being compleated 
for the Purpose intended.' It is pleasant to report thet the amount asked 4g 
for wes peid to Thomas Earl, Anthony Sykes, two of the Trustees ‘for mak- a 
ing the addition to the House at Upper Springfield' and the meeting house 4 
promptly finished. ; 

"The meeting house as it appesrs to-day is a little more then half as 
long as the old house which mast unfortunately was burned in 1909. Some ‘4 
‘workmen were burning brush in the greveyerd back of the wagon sheds which > 
stood north of the meeting house and as it was a very windy day the sheds 
caught fire and the flames spread to the shingled roof of the historic 
landmark. Although the neighbors worked heroically, nothing could be done 
to save the building and when the firemen srrived there was little left 
other then the demaged and pertly fallen walls. 

"The meeting had been laid down many years_before the fire and as 
there were no Friends living in the immediete neighborhood, the question ‘ 
of rebuilding was a serious problem. The money needed to restore the build-°j@ 
ing wés reised largely through the efforts of the late John FP. Hutchinson, , 
who wes not a member of the Society of Friends and the lete Merthe Engle — 
Gibbs, of Columbus, a faithful member of the meeting. The present build- a 
ing measures.a little over forty feet in length, and, as already stated, ja” 
not so long as the meeting house wes prior to the fire, the western end not <4 
having been rebuilt. The house as it now stands is undoubtedly the oldest ve 
pert which was erected in 1727. A careful comparison. of the illustrations a 
of the meeting house past and present shows that the date stone is in exect=\4 
ly the same position as it was in the old building. It fell out at the time f 
of the fire but wes carefully preserved by Hermen Croshaw, of Wrightstown, @ 
who personally sew it restored to its original position. The present build- 
ing is not as high as it was before the fire and without question more . @ 
closely resembles the building as erected in 1727. ole 

"The house now stending, with the exception of the roof, doorway, win- 4 
dows, etc., is literally the originel building, as the eastern wall was in- 4 
tact after the fire and the northern and southern walls were repeired with 
the original bricks. The western end of the present building, although of a 
course @ new wall, was also built from the old bricks. = 4 

"The meeting house is beautifully loceted at the junction of two wind- 
ing and picturesque country roads, formerly Indian trails. It is a delight- @ 
fully sequestered spot, 'far from the maddening crowd's ignoble strife,' i" 
where the Quaker pilgrim cen spend @ pleasant hour wendering through the a 
old greve yard or resting beneath the trees in the ravine close by--eeevee Hy, 

"A school was established under the cere of the Monthly Meeting and 
a freme school house erected in about 1783. This school house originally 
stood in the edge of the woods on the northern side of the road leading to i 
Jobstown, near the meeting house yard. A number of years ago it was moved | 
to the farm at the foot of the hill on the Jobstown road, now owned by \ 
Lester Crenmer. The old school house is still stending and is in fair con- 
dition." Mg 

The compiler of these notes visited the Upper Springfield, Arney's a 
Mount end Old Springfield localities on July 14, 1929, being taken to 4 
those places by his nephew, Asa M. Smith of Moorestown, N.J. The impres- q 
gions gained by that visit are here recorded:- “4 

The Meeting House of Upper Springfield is situated at the top of 4 
high rise of ground about a mile and a helf from the village of Wrights- 
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town, in Burlington County, on the roadway leading to.Jobstown in Spring- 
field Township. The present brick building shows plainly thet it has the 
same material in its walls that the old Meeting House had, the bricks be- 
ing the dark and red ones which were in the former structure, and, over 
the porch roof the date=stone, likewise of brick, displeys the original 
figures, 1727, just as in former days. The end of the house next to the 
public road is rough-cest as it was in the old house, but the building 
“was reconstructed much shorter than its predecessor. To the left and a 
little weys from the house is a line of wegon-sheds, too short to eaccon- 
modate more then three or four vehicles. They are closely over-shaded by 
trees, while s nearby huge grove hugs the ancient Meeting House at the 
front. 

A lerge, neat end cerefully kept Burial Ground, incltosed by iron 
fencing, is et the back of the Meeting House. In it are interred various 
members of the families of Black, Burtis, Croshaw, Zarl, Emley, Field, 
Forsythe, Gaskill, Goodell, Kimble, Lamb, Lippincatt, Newbold, Richerd- 
son, Rogers, Stockton, Wright and others once the country people of the 
neighborhood. There are many unmarked graves, end several with brown, 
rough fieldstones, modestly berring simply initials end detes, such as 
two quite near the entrance gate showr- "H. B. 1793" and "S. B. 1801." 
At the further end of the Burial Ground, continuous with it, is another 
cemetery used by others not in membership with Friends, but here end 
there among the elaborate monuments are to be seen modest headstones 
bearing inscriptions in the plsin fashion of the Society of Friends. 
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Meeting organized. cosccecdcevssvvenerserebl Ode 
Meeting established about. cccccscoseeveoll tla 
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Preparative Meeting discontinued......+. 
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Locations csccesc ever en eeee es Vincentown, Nv J 
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Vincentown, originally recorded as "Vincent's Town", was a Friends' 
Meeting of quiie early organization, but has long since been laid downy 
or discontinued, the latest of its minutes as a Preparative Meeting be- 

ing dated in 1855. It is worthy of notice that in the minutes of the Meet- 
ing, now kept in the Friends' Historical Library at Swarthmore, Pa-; the 
neme of the meeting is from beginning to end written "Vincent Town". The 
final minute reads:- “at Vincent Town preparative Meeting of friends held 
1 mo 25th 1855 the Queries “here oll read in this meeting with the ans- 
‘wers thereto Wich the Clerk is Directed to forwerd to our Ensuing monthly 
meeting the meeting then Close at Vincent Town preparative Meeting of 
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friends held 2mo 22nd 1855 No businefs the meeting then Close " This 
last sentence wes previously written and crossed out. Following this 
minute is another, the last, minute written in lead-pencil to this ef- 
fect:- "at Vincent Tow preparative meeting of friends held 3mo 29th 
1855 No businefs the meeting then Close." 

As a Preparative Meeting, Vincentown belonged to the Mount Holly 
Monthly Meeting in Burlington Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. 

In the Burlington Monthly Meeting records occurs the following minute 
made in 1765:- 

"A written proposal from shtick Friends, for keeping an afternoon 
meeting during the summer, at e schoolhouse lately erected near Willian 
Bishop's, was now read and agresd to." a 

This wes doubtlessly the beginning of Vincentown Meeting of Friondeil 
It hed e school under its cere that began as early es 1765. In Woodwerd's i 
"History of Burlington County, N.J.," 1883, is a brief mention of this 
Friends’ Meeting: - ee i 

"The second church built in Vincentown wes by the Friends. The deed “9m 

. for the land upon which it was built was given by Mrs. Anne Leeds, widow |i 
of Vincent Leeds, to the Mount Holly Meeting of Friends, July 12, 1781, 39M 
for the sum of five shillings. The nemes of the first trustees were Sem- 919 
uel Hillierd, Williem Bishop, Hudson Burr, Williem Burr, John White, and 
Iseac Berton. The original meeting-house wes built of logs, and occupied #& 
for meny yeers. It stood on the site occupied by the present one, and in 
1813 gave way to the present brick structure. The building known to be 
the old Quaker meeting-house now (1883) stends in the south-west corner 
of Generel John S. Irick's lumber-yard, on Mein Street, and is occupied | 
as 9 dwelling. The original school-house in Vincentown stood in the old 
graveyard in reer of: thé Frierids' meéting+house, and was removed: smeny. q 
yeers ego. The original lot sold by Mrs. Leeds to the trustees of Friends’: 
Meeting contained about two acres of land. When General Irick establish- 


es have been made with Vincentown Friends' Meeting House. In 1912 it was .@ 
s0ld to the Vincentown Grange No. 67, Patrons of Husbendry, who in suit- % 
ing it to the needs of their freanernity, have rough-cast the brick struc- | 
ture, eltered the style of roof, and otherwise have chenged its outwerd »%% 
appearance by meking it two stories in height, but have still preserved 
the date-stone, 1813, in the gable facing the street. a 
Beck of the house is the Burial Ground, still in possession of the 
Friends, but quite neglected end evidently, judging from some of the 
inscriptions on the memoriel stones, as well as by the style of grave- 
stones, used by meny not in membership with the Quaker Society. The 
marked memoriel stones show the family names of Naylor, Lippincott, Hil- 
lierd, Kirkbride, Stockton, Blkinton, Powell, Brenson, Conrow, Rogers, a 
Waterman, Zelley, Shemelie, Leeds ane others. Some of the gravestones, 
like the inclosing fence, indicete signs of dilapidation, while the pas- 
sege of years hes rendered severel inscriptions almost or quite illegi~ 
ble. One such merks the grave of Joel Brenson who died Mey ll, 1866, eg- @ 


ed his lumber-yerd here he purchesed about half the originel frent of AL 
Mrs. Leeds to trustees; which is’ now occupied for lumbér-yard purposessi:%e 
There heve been no reguler service in the Vincentown Friends’ meeting- a 
house for several years, and it is occupied only upon funerel and espec- 4 
jal occasions." a 

Since 1682 when the foregoing remarks were published, radical cheng- 7m 
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ed 33 years 10 mo. 16 days, and the tree against whose trunk the head- 
stone elmost touches, has embraced the grave with one of its huge roots. 

In 1929 only two femilies belonging to the Society of Friends re- 
side in Vincentown. Meetings were kept up in the brick Meeting house un- 
til early in the "seventies," and a First-dey School convened there ma- 
ny years efter the meetings were discontinued, but its pupils were almost 
entirely mede up of children not in membership with Friends. 

On the 4th of April, 1929, the compiler of these reminiscences of 
Friends' Meetings visited the Vincentown locelity for the purpose of tak- 
ing photogrephs of the Grenge Hell and the neighboring Burial Ground. He 
was teken to the place by his brother, John R. Matlack of Evesboro, New 
Jersey. : 

In "Historical Sketches of Mount Holly and Vicinity" published in 
1936 by George DeCou of Moorestown, N.J., is the following trief eccount 
of Vincentown Meeting:- 

"The villege of Vincentown wes so named in honor of Vincent Leeds, 
who, with his brothers, Jemes and Philo, at one time owned the lend on 
which the town now stends. John Brainerd, the Presbyterien Missionery, 
frequently referred to the villege as Quskertown in his writings and tre- 
dition seys thet at one time it wes known as ‘Brimstone Neck'. Thw towm 
is Jocated on the south branch of Rancocas Creek near the little streem 
known es ‘Stop the Jade Creek'. This unique neme it is ssid was given 
to the stream meny years ago when sn old horse ran along its bank. follow- 
ed by some men and boys yelling, ‘stop the jade, stop the jade.' 

: “Although this community wes settled by Friends, the first Queker 
meetirg wes not established until 1765. Prior to thet time Vincentown 
Friends must heve ridden or driven to Mount Holly Meeting or in the ear- 
ly deys to the meeting held in the home of Deniel ‘Jills, Jr., near Eayres- 
towm. On 7th mo. lst, 1765, Burlington Monthly Meeting recorded the fol- 
lowing minute: 'A written Proposel from Sundry Friends for keeping an 
ternoon meeting during the Summer Season et e School House letely Er- 
ected neer “illiem Bishop's wes reed end agreed to under Cere of Hezeki- 
ah Jones.' A subsequent minute deted the lst day of 6th mo., 1766, eau- 
thorized holding meetings in the school house during the winter season. 
The school house “near YWilliem Bishop's' wes undoubtedly, a Friends' School 
although not officially under the cere of the meeting at that eerly peri- 
od. The Bishop ferm was located near the villege on the roed leading to 
Pemberton and the school house stood not far from the Pennsylvenie Reil- 
road Station. Some of the older residents of Vincentown cen remember this 
old school house when they were children. This building stood on or very 
near the site of the original school house referred to in the minutes. 

"On Sth mo. lst, 1777, the Vincentown Friends asked for and were 
grented liberty to hold First-day morning meetings in the school house 
'neer Williem Bishops' end on 12th mo. 16th, 1778, permission was grent- 
edto hold meetings on 5th deys also. It is evident thet meetings were 
regulerly held in the school house until 1782, when the first meeting 
house was erected. Vincentown Friends made applicetion to Mount Holly 
Monthly Meeting in 1781 for permission to build & meeting house, es 
shown by the following minute deted 7th mo. 4th, 1781: ‘The Friends 
near Vincentown Nesting requests this meeting to appoint some Persons 
to teke a Deed in Trust for e Lot of Land in order to build e meeting 
house on, Friends near that plece, John “hite, Semvel Hilliar, ‘“Villien 
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Bishop, Hudson Burr, William Burr end Iseac Berton pre eppointed for 
thet service.' The following minute was recorded on 5th mo. 8th, 1782: 
‘The Friends of Vincentown Meeting request Liberty of Holding their 
Meetings as usuel the ensuing year, which this Meeting unites with, end 
the seme friends request leave to Build a Meeting House on a lot of 
land near Vincentown which was siven for thet purpose, as soon as they 
conveniently cen which this Meeting agrees to.' Two ecres were conveyed ¥ 
to the Trustees by Anne Leeds, tas of Vincent Leeds on July 12, 1781, 4 
‘for considerstion of five shilling 
"This meeting house, eeeeeas e freme building, stood where 
the Grange Hell is located on Mein street. In 1813 it wes repleced by a: 
brick building, the walls of which are incorporeted in the hall. The 
Grengers are to be commended for their forethought in leaving the date § 
stone in the well fronting the street." ‘i 
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ADDENDA. 


Burlington Querter. 


AMMVELL. F 
**The following minute found in the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting records, 4 
covers the assertion made by “zre Ifichener that en indulged mseting wes % 
permitted at the home of John Stevenson, but’ the date is two years later F 
then thet recorded in the "Retrospect of Herly Quekerism." The two suc- 
ceeding minutes, or substence of them, note: the progress of the Meeting 4 
under name of Bethlehem. The actuel date when Bethlehem Township wes cut 
off from- Amwell is not positively known, but it is supposed to have been 
near 1725. Hence it is easily understood how, at thet early date, the 
Clerk of Chesterfield Monthly Meeting could have confused the nemes of 
townships so far remote (at thet time) in the new county of Hunterdon. 
"Att a Monthly Meeting of Friends held at their Meeting house in 
Chesterfield the 3d of the 2mo 1729 Our Friend Isaec-Horner acquainted | 
this meeting, thet it had been leid before our last Preparative Meeting 
by some Friends that are going to settle at Amwell & there being some 
Friends there before near where they intend to settle they desire they 
may have the concurrence of this Meeting in keeping a meeting at John 
' Stevensons every first day hoping it may be of good use to the honest 
minded that are lovers of Friends and Truth to which this Meeting agrees. "| 
“At a Monthly Meeting of Friends held at their Meeting house in 
Chesterfield the 4th of the 9 mo 1731 The Meeting having under considere- 
tion that it is thought needful thet some Friends be appointed as Over- 
seers et Bethlehem but leaving it to the consideration of Friends untill 
our next Monthly Meeting." At the following Meeting Charles “Wolverton and 
Deniel Robins were eppointed. s 
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Again, four years later, on 6th Month 7th, 1735, Joseph Willits end San- 
uel Wilson Jr. were eppointed Overseers for Bethlehem Méeting by Chester- 
field Monthly Meeting. 


ARNEY'S MOUNT. 
**In 19365 the records of Arney's Mount Preparative Meeting ere preserved 
in the Friends' Historical Librery et Swarthmore, Pa. In those records 
it is noticed thet from 1830 to 1855, the period of the Meeting's histo- 
ry which the written records cover, the neme of the Meeting is invarie- 
bly writter "the Mount,"". On the last page of the Minute Book of ‘Women 
Friends is the following concluding note of information written by the 
Clerk of the Men's Meeting:- "After 2mo 1850- Mens and womens Frepera- 
tive Meetings et the Mount were united and held as one meeting. 
Barclay White." 


SPRINGFIELD. 
**The various records belonging to Springfield Meeting _eare preserved in 
the Friends' Historical Library at Swarthmore, Pa. It is worthy of note 
that throughout the entire series the neme. of the Meeting, ‘from the time 
of the establishment of Upper Springfield Meeting in 1726, hes always 
| ~ been written "Old Springfield." On the last pege of the Minute Book of 
the Women's Preparative Meeting is this record pleced entirely separate 
from the records of business proceedings, more as a memorandum then as 
a minute:- "A Subscription for msking end reparing Cushing's for Old. 
Springfield meeting house for the year 1869. Collected for thet purpose 
the sum of $14.40 " 

The last minute in the Old Springfield Preparative Meeting books is 
thus recorded:- "Old Springfield Prep-Mg held 10 mo 25th 1914 1-2-5-7- 
9 Queries were read & written ens- for the 7th query which the Clerk is 
directed to forward a Copy to our next Mo- Mg to be held at Rencocas. 
7th Query —- We endeavor to bear e faithful Testemony in favor of the 
pesceful Settlement of all differences and against war, and all connec- 
tions with it 
Then closed F § Zelley Clerk " 


EAST BRANCH. 

**There are four smell books, once used by Hast Branch Preparative Meet- 
ing, dating from 1800 to 1807, and from 1822 to 1833, preserved in the. 
fireproof at No. 302 Arch St., Phila. The first minute of the first book 
reads thus:- ; 

"The Minutes of the Preparative meeting Called Robins's from the 29 
of the 1m 1800 At a Preparative meeting held at the meeting Called Rob- 
ins's the 29 of th lmo 1800 At this meeting the Queries was All Read 
And Anfwers Prepared Which our Clerk was Directed to forwerd to the 
Clerk of the monthly meeting This meeting Appoints William Satterthwait 
And Ezekiel Combs for to Collect our Quota of the Yearly meeting Stock 
it being 19s / 6d And Pay it to the Treefurer. The meeting Clofed. " 

Here ara two minutes relating to the change of name of the meseting:- 

"At A Preparative meeting Held at the meeting Called Robins's the 
22 of the 3mo 1804 The Subject Relative to Changeing the name of our 
meeting Being again Refumed & after Deliberation the meeting unites in 
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appointing George Craft Hlijah Field & Samuel Craft to Propose A 5Suit- af 
able Neme to Next meeting for Confideration " io 
“At A Preparative meeting Held et the meeting Called Robins's th 19. 
of th 4mo 1804 The Friends appointed to propose A name for this meet- h 
ing Inftead of the one heretofore ufed Report that they united In propo- 
fing thet It Be Called East Branch, Which after Deliberation If Refered 
for the further Confideration of next Meeting " oe 
On Smo. 24, 1804 it was -adopted:- "While It has been Called Robins's 
We Do unanimously Agree & Request that In Case the Profal of Changeing 
the name of our meeting Be approbated that the Name of our School fund 
Be Alfo Changed & Denominated by the Same Neme of our meeting, & that wa 
may have Liberty to Prepare A New Subfcription Role to Be Entitled A 
Supplyment to the Subfcription Role of Friends School fund Began & Set 
up th 29 Day of th 10 mo 1800 under Care & Direction of the Preparative (jj 
meeting Called Robins's & that all Subfcriptions to the Said Supply- 3 
ment " etc. 

The last minute made under name of Robins's was dated "21 of the 
6mo 1804" and the first one under name of sot of the 7mo 
1804." 

The last minute of East Branch Preparative Meeting is thus record- 
ed:- "At East Branch Preparative meeting held th 21 of th 3d mo 1833.— 
This meeting haveing Performed the businefs Claiming its attention & the 
monthly & Quarterly meetings haveing Cleuded to discontinue said meet- 
ing in future Therefore it is under feeling Sence of the necefsity of a 
gratitude for the past favours & a humble trust & Confidence In him that J 
has hitherto suported us, for the time to Come, We now Close the meet- 4 
ing " 


BURLINGTON. | ait gs a 

**Here is an interesting minute from the early records of Burlington : 
Monthly Meeting: - an 
"Att our monthly meeting att Burlington ye 7th of. ye 6th month 1738 4 

The fence of the burying-ground belonging to this meeting being very much | 
out of repair our Pron appoints Richard Smith and Thomas Seat tereocd am 


sary for ye Paneré of the meeting house in ye sd City and ye horse block | 
to be repared with a new one " 


MOUNT HOLLY. Wy 
**From the second Book of Burlington Monthy Meeting, comes this minute res} 
cording the establishment of Mount Holly Preparative Meeting:- 

"At our Mo. Meetg. held at Burlington the 2d of 11 Mo. 1748. The 
Friends of Mountholly applied for liberty to hold a Preparative Meetg. 
there, on every Fourthdey preceding the Mo. Meetg. except three times in 
each Yeer, when it is to be held at Old Springfield to which this Meeting | i" 
consents.-= " 


Barnegat. 
By revisthing Barnegat Meehing House on June J) 11939 , being taker bo Hie 
place by William Bacon Evans of Moorestown, N. J., Har corr pi ler of hhese 


nates observed qreal changes for the better since a Previous visit jy 1929. 
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In 1936 the Folish Cathode Church which hacl formerby ben the Hyrekste Feveoid. 
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Celn Querter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting wes established in 
1800. Quoting from Szre Michener's "Retrospect of Sarly Qusekerisn" 
we are informed: - 

"The proposals from Philedelphie, Chester, end the Western Quar- 
ters,-relative to the establishment of e Quarterly Meeting et Tast 
Caln, to be denominated "ast Caln Querterly Meeting, composed of 
Bradford, Sedsbury, Uwchlen, end Robeson Monthly Meetings, being now 
deliberately considered, and a concurrence therewith-expressed, it 
is concluded that the said meeting be opened on the 14th day of the 
eighth month, 1800." -(Yearly Meeting.) 

"Caln Quarterly Meeting was composed of parts of the three quar- 
ters above named, who all united in the application. Bradford and 
Sedsbury belonged to the Western, Uwchlen to Concord, and Robeson 
to Philedelphie Quarter." 

Hence the four Monthly Meetings composing Caln Quarter were as 
follows:- 

Bradford Monthly Meeting established.....1737. 
Sedsbury Yonthly Meeting esteablished.....1737. 
Uwchlen Monthly Meeting esteblished......1763. 
Robeson Monthly Meeting osteblished......1789. 

There were numerous subordinate Preparative and Indulged Meet- 
ings in Caln Quarter: Bredford embreced five, Sadsbury had six, Uwch- 
lan included two, while Robeson in Berks County was quite solitary 
and had no constituent under its jurisdiction. 

This Quarter spreed over e lerge area in the three counties of 
Chester, Lancaster end Berks. Greatly affected ard injured by the 
unfortunate "Separation" of 1827, a number of new meetings sprung 
up, not adding to but weakening the parent meetings from which they 
had their origin. This was the case in both branches of the Society, 
and meny of the smeller meotings became so diminished in membership 
they were sooner or later laid dovwm. 

Celn Querter in 1600 wes a large division of ths Yearly Meeting; 
in 1937 its many meetings have dwindled to one Mon Oty. Meeting in the 
Hicksite Brench and two in the Orthodox. 
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The FRITKDS' MUETINGS in 
CALN SUARTER 
in the Past end Present. 


Bart, H. & O. eo e 


Bredford (l'ershallton) 


Cambridge, 9H. & °0.. 
Christienes Hose. 
Cried ONG 5. Oe lle er «les 
Coatesville, 7O.s-. « - 
Columbie, H. % O. 

Downingtown, 0... 

BOSE UGET Vit Ad epitiare O ose 


Hast Sedsbury,; H. &. 


Lampeter, Nic: Oe. s Discontinued. Be 
Lancaster, H. & O.. Discontinued. Y 
Nentmeal, H. & O. . - Discontinued. aa 
Pikelend (Kimberton) » Discontinued. * 
Robeson, H. & O.. . - Discontinued. i 
Romensville, He. .-- Summer Sefson. “N 
SECSHUry 5 iH evi’ et te ce A a Re Ge Active. be 
Uwehlen'’, H. & OO... - Discontinued. — ia 
“lest Celn, H. & O.. . Discontinued. o 
West Sedsbury, 0. . . Discontinued. 4 
| 

4 

be 

-Crthodox. 4 


Discontinued. 
. «a Active. 
Discontinued. 
Ts PAE ELVES... 
Discontinued. 
c 8 Active. 
Discontinued. 
citiviars ELC UL VC 
»- Occasional. 
Discontinued. 
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» CALN QUARTER, in the two brenches of Friends, uses but two Meeting 

| Houses for holding the Quarterly Meeting. The Hicksites meet on the 

b Fifth-day before the last First-day in First Month (January), Fourth 

Month (April), Seventh Month (July) and Tenth Month (October), all 

f in the Sedsbury Meeting House in Christiana. The Orthodox branch of 

Friends meet at Coatesville on the Seventh-day following the second 
Second-dey in Second Month (February), Fifth Month (May), Eighth 

Month (August) and Rleventh Month (November). 
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BART. é 
First called in the minutes es West Sadsbury. 
MES TIM V OPE OUTS Cs cies ele ens io elk ghetoteteterbne: ss 1820. 
Meeti ng Hous Sie Bialiie ete 'e &) 6016.9" 6) oe) 6) Halse b 4, 2 
Orthodox Meeting House built......-.es008 


Preparative Meeting established.........1840. 
Orthodox Meeting discontinued.......+.-+1860. 


Hicksite Meeting discontinued..... wre sights LODO 
LOCERLONANO OTs: «stile cues. eases s sCOOPOrVille, (Pas 
KKK KA Fi 


Bart is practically ea meeting of the past for both brenches of the 
Society of Friends. For both branches it was a Freperetive Meeting con- 
stituent to Sadsbury Monthly Meeting in Caln Quarter of Philedelphia 
Yearly Meeting. Its orgenizeticn dates from 1820 and its early history 
is thus told ty “zre Michener of New Garden, Chester County, Pa., in 
his "Retrospect of Nerly Quekerism," .1859;- Ferns 

"1820.- ‘We, the committes appointed on the application of a num- 
ber of members of Sadsbury Farticuler Meeting, requesting the privilege 
of holding a meeting in the school-house belonging to Jeremiah Cooper, 
having deliberetely attended to the eight unite in proposing to the 
Monthly Meeting to grent their request, ‘&c.3 which, having been read and 
considered, was edopted, women Friends uniting therewith. The following 
Friends are appointed to attend at the opening, viz.: Azehel Walker, 
Thomas Thitson, Samuel Gibbons, snd John Kendall.' =(‘Gaa Manes Monthly 
Meeting. ) 

"1825.- ‘A transcript of the minute now received from our late Quar- 
terly Meeting is as follows:- "Deésr Friends: The committee on the sub- 
ject sent up on your report, respecting the establishment of Bart Meeting, 
inform they all attended said meeting; end they were easy that the request 
of Friends constituting it, should be granted. This meeting, on due de- 
liberstion, united in the establishment thereof. Extracted from the min- 
utes of Caln Quarterly Meeting, held 17th of second month, 1825. J6ese 
Meredith, Clerk."' -(Sadsbury Monthly Meeting.) 

"1640 .= | The following minute was received from Caln Quarterly Meet- 
ing:- 

"* Sedsbury Monthly Meeting informs thet the membere of Bart Meeting 
have applied for the privilege of holding a Preparative Meeting, to be 
held, &c., and to be called Bart Preparetive Meeting, with which the 
Monthly Meeting united, and being considered in this meeting, was elso 
united with. Seid meeting to be opened, &c. Taken from the minutes, &c. 
Lindley Coates, Clerk.'" 

By an exemination of the Sadsbury Monthly Meeting records in the 
Friende' Historical Library at Swarthmore, by the compiler of these 
Historical Sketches, the following minutes have been copied, as heaving 
reference to the organizetion and esteblishment of Bart Friends’ Meet- 
ing. It is to be noticed that the earliest minutes give no name whatever 
to the meeting. A little later the term "West Sadsbury" is used, end on- 
ly in the minute confirming the ostablishment is the neme "Bert" given. 
It ig not likely the minutes giving the name "est Sadsbury" can have 
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eny reference whatever to the leter prbhocex Meeting _colloquelly called || 
by that name. 
"Sedsbury Monthly Meeting held 5th of 9mo 1820 The following re- 
quest having been read considered it is thought proper to appoint a 
committee to join a committes of women friends in the consideretion of 
the subject and should wey open they are directed to heve a solid +ep- 
portunity conference with the applicents and report their sense of the 
propriety of grenting their wequest we appoint to this Service Asahel 
Welker William Gibbons Jone uit aner Samuel Gibbons and Robert 
Parry. 

""To Sadsbury Monthly ots ne Deer Friends, Wherees & considere- 
ble number of the Ea ie elie ee under great Se wees in the at- 


established and the cnet of Friends peel he to increase hes induced a 
us to believe thet an advantage would result to society and efford re- 
lief to many if a meeting was settled about five miles from Sedsbury q 
meeting house up the valley we have hed several conference end deliber- 4 
ately weighed this important subject and do unitedly/ request the privi- . 
ledge of holding a meeting for worship on the first and fifth days of 
the week except the fifth deys in those weeks in which the preperative 
monthly and quarterly meetings are held and said meeting to be held in 
the school house belonging to Jeremiah Cooper until a more convenient 
plece may be provided. Signed by Samuel Downing William Downing John. 
Cooper James Bernébe John Moore Jeremiah Cooper Semuel Whitson eye 
cob Moore William Cooper Joseph C. Barnerd Trumen Cooper Thomas i a 
Levi Feirce Miceh Whitson Elihu Barnerd Jemes Smith Ephrim Smith Hi-] 
rem Cooper Downing Moore George Moore Phebe Lowering Hennah Deniel 4 
Phebe Peirce Elizsbeth Cooper Leah Cooper Rachel Feukes Rachel Whit- 4 
gon Mary Whitson Ann Smith Wary Moore Sareh Smith Esther Cooper 4 
Mergeret Hood Sarsh Cooper Mery Smith'" 

"“Sedsbury Monthly Meeting held 7th of 11th mo 1&20 We of the com- 
mittee appointed on the applicstion of a number of members of Sadsbury 
perticuler meeting requesting the priviledge of holding a meeting in 4 
school house belonging to Jeremieh Cocper having deliberetely attended 
to the subject, unite te—+the in proposing to the monthly meeting to 
grant their request so far as to hold a meeting on the first and fifth 
days of every week except thet in the weeks of the preparetive monthly 
and quarterly meetings there is to be no meeting on fifth day and to 
commence the third first dey in this month continue until the monthly 
meeting in the fifth month next and be under the cere of a committee of 
the monthly meeting Signed on behalf of the committee present five men 
and four women Asehel Welker 
llth month 6th 1820 Lydia Brinton " ; 

"Sedsbury Monthly Meeting held 5th Mo 7th 1822 The committee cher gol 
ed with the case of the indulged meeting produced the following report 
viz. We of the committee who have the care of the indulged meeting at 
west. sadsbury report that severel of our number have frequently attend- 
ed ssid meeting to our satisfection and now having hed a conference 
with them unite in grenting their request of en indulgence of said meet- § 
ing for six months longer with which this meeting concurs and continues 
the committee to give ettention to that meeting & report to this when 
prepered." 
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“Secsbury Monthly Meeting held 8m 3rd 1824 The members of the indulg- 
: ed meeting et West Sadsbury informs that it is their wish sd meeting may 
© be established they state that a lot of Ground has been agreed for on 

i the west side of Thomas Hoods lend & they wish sd meeting to be celled 

> Hopewell & the indulgence to be. continued as heretofore untill they pro- 
vide en other hcuse on cconsideretion this meeting direct the com" who 
have keretofore stood eppeinted to give ettention to that meeting to take 
the subject into solid considerstion & report their sense thereon to 
next meeting." 

"“Sedsbury Monthly Meeting held 9m 7th 1824 The com" who have the 
cere of the indulged meeting eat west Sedsbury inform they have given 
sone attention thereto but are not prepared to risk report to the meeting 
they are continued " 

“Secsbury Monthly Meeting held 5 mo 3rd 1825. & transcript of a 
minute now received from our late Quarterly meeting is es follows 

Deer Friends The com" on the subject sent up on your report respect- 
ing the eeteblishment of Bert Meeting inform they all attended said Neet- 
ing & thet they were easy the request of friends Seba eo it should 
be granted this meeting in due deliberation united in the establishment 
thereof 

extracted from the Minutes of Calm Quarterly meeting held 17th of 
2mo 182 Jefse Neredith Clik." 

On Sth Month Sth, 1826, a request from Bart Frioendis for & Frepara~ 
tive Mesting wes under consideration. On 9th Monta 5th, 1626, it was ra- 
corded as “not grented."» 

Bert MNeetinz wita the Orthodox Friands was laid dow long before 
thet of the Hicksites. In fact it was really transferred to Christiana 
‘when their Nestins House there was built in 1880. With the Hicksites the 
meeting wes evidently on the decline for many yeers, judging from the 
various reports made to the Yearly Meeting through Caln Quarter. In 1889 
it was reported that “Bart wask-day has been laid down except on Prepar- 
“ative and Monthly Meeting days.* In 1919 the report was that “from first 
of First Month to first of Fourth Month, all meetings were laid down ex- 
cept the Preparative and Monthly Meetings." In the following year, 1920, 
“Bert reperts its First-day morning moatings laid down from Twelfth 
month first, 1919, to Fourth month first, 1920." The sama report was 
made in 1921, but in 1922 Caln Quarter reported:- 

“Bart meetings for worship have heen discontinued since Eleventh 
month, 1920, the Bart Friends meeting with the Sadsbury Frionds at 
Christiane; all Monthly Meetings era now held at Christiana." 

In the “Book of Meetings” for 1930, the Meeting House of Bart is re- 
ported as “unfit for use." 

The reason why the Meeting House was “unfit for use" was made clear 
to the compiler of these Friends’ Meeting Notes on the 14th of April, 
1931, when he visited the locality. The privilege of being thes at that 
tima was due to tho courtesy of Albert and Isabel Fulton Reynolds of Gua 
free, Pa. The condition of the Meeting House is given in tho following 
notes. 

There were two Neeting Houses, vach with its Burial Ground, at Bart 
in the active days of the meeting. Those were sometines designated as 
“Old Bart’ and “New Bart", the former belonging to the Hicksites, the 
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tence from ans nde on eaworana sides of the roed which passes S through 
the village of Coopervills, in the township of Sadsbury, Lencaster Coun= | 
ty; Pa. In early times they were in Bart Township,from which they obtains | 
ed their name, but a change in the boundary line put them out of the orem 
iginal township. 4 
Tn 1931 New Bert is only a small ruin in the midst of desolate surs 
roundings, the rusty remains of 4 once pretty iron fence, presumably in- 
closing a small Burial Ground in which no memorial stones are visible, 
the irregular pile of stones, once a pert of the walls, a lerge tree 
with broken limbs and branches, and a deep tengle of briars and wild | 
shrubbery with an undergrowth of periwinkle all about, now identify the "i 
spot where once a smell Meeting House stood. Gilbert Cope of West Ches- 4 
ter, Pas, took photographs of this Meeting House in October, 1896, and 
his picturas show the building with its environment to heve been a very | 
charming spot. 4 
There is no date~stone on the Meeting House of Old Bart. Jessie Wy 4 
Jackson of Christiana, wrots, Mey 3, 1931, regarding it:- "No, we do My 
not pgo Bs date of the Ppaect san of the house. Now Bart was ae 


ae Cory dow ank hein as Saab) 

Old Bart, too, is quite decrepit and unfortunately has become an 
object of vandnia ce. Lonaly by the woodside, its windows have been brok- 
en, in some cases both glass and sesh. An attempt was meade to repair the @ 
venerable building, but leck of funds has left the work unfinished, with @ 
the flooring only partly laid, open doors and windows, everything spper- ¥ 
ently asking for protection, hence the House is "unfit for use." 4 

The Burial Ground between Old Bart Meeting House and the road lead- 3 

‘ing to Smyrna,.is neat , clean and well-cared-for. In it are many of the 
Walton and Beker families, while othsr names to be seen are Brinton, 
Buffington, Bushong, Cooper, "avenson, Fairlamb, Fawkes, Geuse, Gilbert, | 
Goodwin, Hood, Jeckson, Kennedy, Kerns, Keylor, Lewis, Moore, Morrison, 
Rekestraw, Walter, Yebster, ‘hitson, and Wilson. One stone marks the 
grave of "Asa Welton departed this life on the 20th of the 9th month 
1852 aged 79 years." Several graves in the yard are marked with stones 
simply inscribed with Arabic numerals. 

The first volume of Caln Querterly Meeting Minutes, dating from 
8th Mo. 14th, 1800, to llth Mo. 17th, 1843, is preserved et No. 302 
Arch Street, Phila. In it is the following minute which seems to cause 
the reeder to think the New Bart Meeting House was already built in 
1831:- 

"Caln Querterly Meeting held the 18th of 2mo, 1831 Sadsbury's re- 
port, furnishes the following information Viz.~ Sadsbury Monthly Meet- 4 
ing held 2 month th 1831 The Clerk is directed to state on our report | 
to the Quarterly Meeting thet friends of Bart hold their meetings for 
worship in a House on the land of Truman Cooper since 12 month last; 
also that friends et Sadsbury propose holding their meetings for wor- 
ship at the house of Robert, Moore to commence on the 27th of the pres- ¥ 
ent month; except those on the week of the preparative, which are to be ¥ 
held at the meeting house on the 5th day of the week preceeding the 
monthly meeting as heretofore concluded upon, as better accommode- 
tions can be provided by building e suitable Hous ~~ Uxtrected from 
the minutes, Abraham Gibbons Clerk.— '! 
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There are six small book'ets containing minutes of Bart Preparative 
Meeting from 7mo. 21, 1887 to: 4mo. 5, 1925, preserved in the Friends' His- 
torical Library at Swarthmore, Pa. The last minuts of the last volume is 
es follows: -~ 

: "Bart Prep. Meeting held 4-5-1925 The committee to assess and Collect 
‘— Meeting Tex finished the work having paid to the Treasurer one full - 
Qoto, $185.00 and they are. released. The Treasurer reported haveing paid 
out $189.37 leaving a Balance of $1.90 in Treasury. this amount subject to 
ithe order of the Trustess. Janes J. Jackson Sr. was directed to pay over to 
the Trusteos of Bart mesting property. the Amount of $50.00 this sum being 
‘the Bequest of Lydia T. Brinton To be added to the Trust fund. Paul Martin 
rend Ralph Jeckson were added to the board of Trustess. Board now cosiste of 
‘five members. Alison Baker Norman C. Msule; Asa Walton Peul Martin Ralph 
‘Jackson the number required by Lew. Bart meeting is now laid down having 
been grented to do so by Monthly and Quarterly Meetings. 

Anna S. Beker clerk " 

The last minute was entirely written with lead-pencil. Other interest- 
jing minutes in these books are as follows:- 

“Bart Preparative Meeting of Friends jointly 29th of 9mo. 1887.- We a- 
gain feel as though we must express our disunity with pe cepuey Friends al- 
‘lowing tobacco raissad on lands left for Meeting purposes 
"Bart Preparetive Meeting, of men and women athe. a1 .0f ae mo, 1889 
The Monthly Meeting granted our request to ley down our midweek moetings." 

q "Bart Preparative Meeting of Men & Women Friends held lst of 5th mo 

1892 The point being reised as to whether we have a mid week meeting appoint- 

ed on our formerly appointed preparative meeting day, Francis Brinton was ap- 

pointed to acertein the correct statement of the minuts from the Monthly 

meeting books recording the.manner in which our mid-week meeting was discon- 
tinued in 1889." 

"Bart Preparative Meeting of men & women Friends held 3rd of 7th mo. 

- 1892 Bart Preparative Meeting asks Sadsbury Monthly Meeting to lay down the 

midweek mssting appointed on its former Preparative Meeting day The clerk 

wés directed to forward the above request. The meeting then concluded." 

"Bart Preparative Meeting of Men & Women Friends held 3lst of 12th mo 
1893 Jas. J. Jackson and Henry Pownall were appointed acommittes to have 
charge of our burying ground and are authorized to charge strangers one 
dollar for the privilege of burial in all cases whers they think proper. 
Such charge to be for the benefit of ths preparative meeting " 

"Bart Preparative Meeting of Friends held 6th of 8th mo 1899 The com-~ 
mittee to inquires about benches report they do not. recommand getting new 
benches at the present time as the expense for anything they think desir- 
able is greater than in their judgment should be incurred. They recom- 
mend a thorough cleening of the houses and the purchasa of some new carpet. 
They also recommend that we hold in view an appeal to the Samuel Jeane's 
fund for the purpose of improving friends meeting houses— when the pro- 
per time arrives " 

On the the ist of 6th Month 1902 it was decided to ask for $300. from 
the Samuel Jeanes Fund. On the let of 2nd Month 1903, $150. was received 
‘from the Yearly Meeting in response to the application. 

In 1903 the minutes record thet the locust tress in front of the Meet- 
ing House were removed from the grounds. In 8th Mo. 1911, a@ new deed for 
the Meeting property was recorded by the County Recorder. 


Py #*Se0 Addenda, P. 278, for further note. 
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BRADFORD. 3 
Leter femiliarly known as.....-Marshallton. 
Meotale Organized sc. shomaes sos sine eky LO. 
Méeting established 2s ese claws oli gee 
Preparative Meeting established......1726. 
MeatimenHowse: DULLt vie/ewetiee «ssc ee oheateeb ire tw 
Monthly Meeting established, , 55505555 ,1737. 
Present Meeting House built........e+»1765. 
TIOCB ON sles ue wits aie: voveoee se eMarshallton;, Pa. 
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Bradford is one of the early Friends' Meetings of Chester County, Pa 
It was established as a meeting for worship in 1722, though the members “% 
of the meeting had esked for the privilege six years earlier. Quoting 
from Michener's "Retrospect of Harly Quakerism" we find the following:- 

"The older Monthly Meeting records often contain mich good penmen- 
ship and correct diction, according to the forms then used. But there are 
exceptions where the true meaning is obscure, #s will appear from a few 
instances under this head. 

"1715, eighth month.- Kennet Preparative Meeting moved here for a 
meeting to be settled in the Forks of Brandywine twice every week, for 
this winter season, which this meeting leaves till the next Monthly 
Meeting for a further. consideration." -(Kennet Monthly Meeting.) 

"1716, ninth month.- The motion from Kennet Preparative Meeting to : 
the last Monthly Meeting, concerning the Friends living up Brendywine 
keeping mesotings for this winter time in the forks of the said creek, 
nesr William Marshall's. is ordered to be laid before the Quarterly 
Meeting." -(Kennet Monthly Meeting.) | 

"1716, tenth month.- The request of the Friends in the Forks of Bran- 9% 
dywine is not approved by the Quarterly Meeting for the present." 
-(Kennet Monthly Meeting. ) 


"1722, second month.- The Friends within the Forks of Brana ene 


made @pplicetion to the Preparative Meeting of Kennet for .a meeting 1a 
once in two weeks, which case was referred to this meeting for further We 
consideration, end every fifth day in the week, except Beer Rye Meet- 
ing week." -(Kennet Monthly Meeting.). a 
"1722, fourth month.- The request of the Friends i the Forks of ie 
Brendywine, after consideration in this meeting, referred it to the con- 4 
sideration of the Querterly Meeting, which was granted to be held the Ds 
year about (the whole yeer), as formerly allowed in the winter season." te 
-(Kennet Monthly Meeting.) ; 


"1722.- Abraham Marshall, Peter Collins, Jeremiah Dean, and several i §@ 
other Friends, being settled in and near the Forks of Brandywine, belong- 4 
ed to Kennet Meeting till the year 1722, when they requested a moeting a 
to be settled among them, which was allowed, snd held in e@ house belong- 4 
ing to Abraham Mershell, till about the year 1727, when a piace of a 
ground was purchased end a meeting-house built." -(S. Smith.) ’ 

"1726.- Friends belonging to the Forks First Day Meeting require 8 i: 
Preparative Mesting, which was laid before this. meeting for considera- 
tion, and is granted." -(Kennet Monthly Meeting.) 
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The Monthly Meeting at Bradford was established in 1737 by authority 
of Chester (Concord) Querterly ye eh to which it belonged until 16800, 
when, with the establishment of Caln Querter of Philedelphia Yearly 
Meeting, it was trensferred to that. newly made Quarter. Im 1737 this 
minute was made by Chester Quarterly Meeting:- "This meeting after due 
consideration, do grent end allow to Friends of Bredford end Caln Par- 
ticuler Mestings, liberty of keeping end holding a Monthly Meeting for 
discipline and ee Becca 2 and to be called end known by the neme 
of Bradford Monthly Meeting.' 

With the "Separetion" in 1827, the Bradford Meeting House located 
in Mershellton, went with the Orthodox branch of Friends, and, under 
the name of the village in which it is situsted, Mershellton Meeting 
still keeps its First-dey services in 1928. The "Book of Meetings" of 
Arch Street Friends in 1906 remarked concerning this meeting:- "Mer- 
shellton is four miles west from Yest Chaster. Drive or welk. Or, take. 
the trolley between Yest Chester and Dowmingtown; leave it st Sugar's 
Bridge, end welk south about one end one-helf miles to Mershellton. 

The Meeting House is in the villege, west and. Usuel eattendence, 10 to 
20. There ere no resident ministers, but there is occesionel speeking. 
There ere severel children." 

In 1909 Thaddeus S. Kenderdine of Newtown, Bucks County, Pa., in 
recalling the verious mestinzs of Caln Quarter, said of Mearshslltor 
"Further east is Bredford, in the village of Mershallton. The house and 
grounds are feirly kept. In the greveyerd ere hundreds of the dead. The 
grounds ere in charge of Orthodox Friends and &n occasional meeting is 
held in the encient house. Bradford wes one of the two first meetings 
settled in Celn Quarter." 

In Futhey and Cope's “History of Chester County, Pa.," 1881, oc- 
curs the following cencise story of Bradford Meetingr- ‘In 1716 appli- 
cation was mede by some Friends in the forks of’ Brandywine for liberty 
to have & meeting during the winter season near Villiem Marchell's, 
but it was not then granted. 

"At Chester Querterly Meeting: 

"9-9-1719.- Newark monthly meeting Leyd before this meeting the Re- 
quest of the friends in the fforks of Brendywine of having a meeting 
for worship Every other first Dey end “very other fifth Bey which ed 
Request this meeting Doth allow Durseing the winter seéson." 

"3,14,1722.- Newerk monthly meeting ecqueints this meeting that 
the friends in the forks of Brendywine request the privilege cf having 
their meetings in the summer time as they have had then in the winter 
which request this meeting grents till further order." 

"In 1726 they were ellowed to hold a Preparative Meeting. The first 
meeting-house is said to have been on or neer the northeést corner of 
the land of Abrahem Marshall, now cf Thomes Fennypacker. The present 
site was purchased from Udward Clayton, by deed of 10th month 10, 1729, 
the trustees being Abrehem Marshall, Richerd Yoodward, Peter Collins, 
end Richerd Buffington. Here a house wes built in wheat is now the grave- 
yerd, end stood until 1765. The first house, which was of frame or logs, 
was moved up from the Mershell farm, end used for meny years es & stable. 
A variety of testimony fixes the date of erection of the present meet- 
ing house in 1755. On the 2d of 3d month, 1788, the roof caught fire 
from e defective stovepipe or flue, on a First-day mcerning, before the 
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hour for gathering, end the upper part of the structure was destroyed. 

Snow. was thrown in et doors and windows, end the floor thereby saved, 
but it shows the marks of fire to this day. (1881) It was repaired at 

once by William Woodwerd for £115. The graveyard was walled by Joseph 

Cope, about 1774, et ea cost of £156." 

The village of Mershallton in Bradford Township of Chester County, 

Pa., is located on the top of a hill about a mile and a helf south of 
Suger's Bridge on, the highway leadirg from West Chester to Downingtown. 
The little stone Meeting House, in spacicus grounds of its own, is sit- 
usted at the far extremity of the village amid e group of handsome old 
oaks of the primeval forest that have survived to the present days of (im 
1930. Roadway anc pethway leed through the Sere beside the northwestern 4a 
wall of the ancient graveyard. The quaint old Meeting House, built in 
1765, cornering to the cardinal points, end fecing the southeast, has no i 
dete of erection on its facing gable, although it hes a date-stone there. ! 4 
During the passing yeers many initials have been scretched on the stones jf 
ebout the front door, probably the pastime of boys, though some letters 7% 
have been cerved by steady and accurate hands. Some detes ere quite ob- a 
secure, but others are clear, showing the desecretion began at least as 
early as 1857 end continued es late or leter than 1693. A porch extends 
about two sides of the house and the front windows exhibit curious sick- 
le-shaped cetches for holding the shutters open. fi): 
wo rows of old-time wegon-sheds, still in feir condition, sre on | 
either side of the Meeting House, while next to the wall of the Burial a 
Ground is a well-preserved. "Upping Block" which wes repaired some score 
of years ago from the present time (1930), by Thomas Scattergood, en in- oj 
terested member of the meeting. Mw 
The Burial Ground at Marshelltom is a.lergse one that is seid to have @ 
been buried over more than once, yet there is.e scercity of memorial mar- |) 
bles to be seen. In the corner next to the Meet#hg House are a number of 
aged box. end yew trees, the former emblematic of stoicism, the latter of 
sorrow, fit emblems of the churchyard. Beneath their shede, and scatter- 
ed about in other parts of the yard, may be read the nemes of Baldwin, 
Bebb, Bradley, Carpenter, Cope, Clemmens, Fitch, Ford, Gause, Hodge, : 
King, McDseniels, McGenn, Palmer, Scettergood, pone Williams, Wood- Ay 
ward and Worth. A 
For some years efter the "Separetion" of 1827, ta Hicksite branch (4 
of Bradford Meeting occupied a house, now long since gone, on the Main aq 
Street adjacent to the Meeting House, but then built a new House for i: 
themselves at Romansville, about three miles westward from Marshallton. §¥ 
On Mey 18, 1935, the Friends' Historical Association devoted its ) 
annual Summer Meeting to the subject of the early botanists, and held an (j 
interesting gathering at the Humphrey Marshall Homestead neerby tho old ‘5 
Bradford Meeting House. That historic building was open for visitors end 5 
the grounds were used for the box-lunch supper and social intercourse a- 4 
mong those who attended the efternoon mesting. The Meeting House es a Hu 
lendmark did not occupy any part of the literary progrem, but’ Humphrey “id 
Marshell, whose work as a botanist wes a chief topic for consideration 
by the Association, was a som of the Abrahem Marshell who was an inter- ; 
ested member of the early Bradford Meeting when it was organized. A 
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CAMBRIDGT. ‘ 
Meating eTeenl tedin ts vrvess verre ab eo ee bOe ae 
Westiinipeheuse Dus 14. oo: .saw «epee vent PORT « 
MeSCIny SaUeCLISNGG sso. «alse scleeleiew hic sLOev. 
Proparstive Meeting established......18812. 
Preparative Meeting discontinued.....1845. 
Héeting discontinudde os.2-din > ea deere. 
Locution........++++.. «+sCambridge, Penna. 


KEKE KKREKRERER 


Cambridge Frisnds' Meeting wes a short-lived meeting located in Len- 
Feaster County, Pa. Tt was at first an Indulged Meeting under Bradford 

er of Philadelphie Yearly Meeting, end was es- 
Ftablishsd in 1825. Of Cambridgs Meetinz, Dr. Ezra Michener of New Garden, 
sChester County, Pa., wrots in his "Retrospect of Early Quakerism”, 1859, 
quoting his infornation from the minutes of Sadsbury Monthly Meeting and 
Fthe Yearly Meeting Uxtracts:- 

: "1825.- "The committes, on the request of Isaac Haines and Jacob Haines; 
pinform that Bradford Month}y Meeting has granted ean Indulged Meeting to 
Fcontinus ons yerr, which meeting they all attended except ons;-and having a 
Psatisfectory conference with said families, report as their sanss, that 
they be:left at liberty to meet with ssid Indulged Meeting on the first and 
pfifth days of the week; with which this meeting unites." -(Sedsbury Month- 
tly Meeting.) 

"1852.- 'The meeting for worship at Cembridge is discontinued.’ -(Year- 
Ply Meeting.) 

From the preceding it is ssen the little Cembridge Heeting existed 
barely twenty-five years. The following minute throffs soma light upon the 
} time of the sraction of the Meeting House at Cambridge:- 

"“Sadsbury Monthly Meeting held-10 mo. 5th 1824 Jacob Haines and Isaac 
Haines request the priviledge for themselves & Feamilsy in conjunction with 
some of the members of Bradford Mo meeting of holding a meeting for publick 
worship on the first % fifth day, of the week in a house now building for 
the purpose the subject is left under consideretion." 

Upon the occasion of his visit to the meating localities of Caln Quar- 
| ter in 1909, Theddeus S. Kenderdine of Newtown, Bucks County, Pa., briefly 
| referred to Cambridge in the interesting article he prepared for the 

Friends' Intslligencer, by stating "Some eight miles north of Christiana 
is Cambridge,the house and sheds no more. The mesting was laid down in 1852, 
so thers is nothing left but the graveyard as a lendmerk for Cembridge. 
This is surrounded by e stone wall. As a mortuary echo from here, a few 
yeers since application was msde to our Yearly Meeting by Lucretia Mott 
Haines, & formar member of the meeting, thet it act as trustee for a fund 
to keep the place in order. The trust was declined." 

Cembridge edvanced from an Indulged to a Preparative Meeting, the min- 

ute books of which, in 1931, are in the Historical Library at Swerthmore, 
| Pa. The minutes begen in 1831 and continued to 1845. In the Yoman's re- 
cords the majority of minutes consist simply of the statement thet the 

/ meeting was held, and occasional mantion was made of some of the queriss 
being read and answered. Here are the first and the last minutes of Wo- 
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men Friends' prepoiainys Meeting at Cambridge, the last one being writ- 
ten with lead pencil: 

"Cambridg preparitive Meeting of women friends held 2nd of 2nd mo- 
1831. The following named friends are apointed to Consider of a Sutable 
person to Serve as Clerk for this meeting Ruth Lamborn Ruth iireee Hans. 
neh Haines " 

Lest minute:s- “Cambridg preparitive ootian of women friends held 
Sno. 31st .1842)'" : : 

From the Minute Book of Men Friends the following extracts are takent+) 

"Cambridge Prepsratine mesting opened 2nd moth 2nd 1831 Joshua 4 
Heines Joseph Trego Abner Trego and Jefse Trego are appointed to con- J 
sider of sand bring forward the name of @ Person to next meeting to serve f 
the meeting as clerk "' 

"Cambridge Preparative Meeting 9th Mo. 28th 1831 the following named 
Friends are appointed to heave the care of the fencing of the North end ' 
and eastern Sides of the Meeting House lot and produce to gone future 
Meeting Isaac Trego Jacob Trego Joseph Haines " 

“Cembridge Prepsrative Meeting 2nd Month 1st 1832 the bree were 
_@ll reed and enswers prepared and Joseph Haines appointed to forward the 
same to the Monthly Meeting, the committee in case of fixing continued, 
he the Treasurer produced a receit from George Tagle for Ninatsen Dollars 
& Twenty cents it being the amount of the service done at partitions in 
the house referancs to 6th Mo 1-1831 " 

"Cembridge Preparstive Meeting held 12th Mot? end 1835 Joseph Trego 
Joseph Hsines enc Abmer Trego are appointed to lay an Afsefsment on friended 
for Sundry purposes — viz for the keeping of this house, our quota of the # 
Yearly Meeting Stock, end likewise that of the poor and produce to next 4 
meeting." a 

9th. Mo. 27, 1837:- " our Overseers inform tyat Isaa Trego Junr. has’ # 
eccomplished his marriage, with a moman, in membership, with us, by the 
Afsistence, of a Magistrate," | 

Last Minute, 7 Mo. 2, 1845:- "Jecoh L. Brinton and Joseph Henes were is 
eppointed to bring forward the nemes of suitable person to serve as Trus- 4 
_tee in addition to an already appointed -te-cosyo-setTeuctes for Can- a 
bridge property end inquires into the necessary Quelifycation of sd per- q 
gons~" ai 

The compiler of these notss was taken to the Cambridge Quaker Locality § 
by Ralph Y. Hershay of Gap, Lencaster County, Pa. A visit to the little 
village of Cambridge on the confines of Lencastér County, close to Ches- “| 
.ter County, en a bright First-day, October 4, 1931, shows the present 4a 
condition of the Quaker possessions of the past. The Meeting House disap- 
peared long ago and is not remembered by even some of the oldest inhabit- 4 
ants of the village. But the little Burial Ground, inclosed by a stone 
wall, through which there is a cornor entrance, without gate, is still 
kept in neat order. It is not large, is nearly squere, smd has two large 4 
cherry~trees, one with a double trunk, end both in the eastern part of. 
the ground. There are not many memorial stones in it and most of them 
record names of the Suplee and Heines families. One unmarked brown field 
stone next to the greve of Isaac Haines, shows where one Friend of the 
pest lies buried, but no one knows whom. It is a silent memento that i- 
dentifies someone's resting-place of a generation pest awey, but now 
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tells no tale to men end women of the present time. Two stones record- 
ing the names of Petar and Rachel Suplee lie prone upon thse graves of 
those two individuals who died. over a century ago, yet, in spite of those 
fallen monuments, the general espect of the Cambridge Buriel Ground is 
neat end well preserved. This little Quaker graveyard is located to the 
north of the village and surrounded by a cultivated field, but still on- 
ly e few steps from the lene passing the place between it and another 
well-enclosed cemetery, neerly* opposite, belonging to the Union Church 
end the Methodists. 

Cambridge is a quist, pleasing little hamlet about two miles from 
igh cee oy thriving boroug gh in Chester County, Pa. 
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CHRISTIANA. 


This Meeting a continuation of Sadsbury. 
Orthodox Meeting House built.......1880. 
Hicksite Meeting House built.......1901. 
Sedsbury removed to the new House..1902 
Orthodox Meeting discontinued...... 

Orthodox House made into dwelling..1930. 
WOGETLO sets es ee oe a> be epee) BN 85) Gas 
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In 1929, Christiana, officially Sedsbury, is the only Meeting repre- 
senting Celn Quarter in the Yearly Meeting of the Hicksite branch of the 
Society of Friends. Its history is simply the continuation of the story 
of Old Sedsbury, for the new Meetins House built in the town cf Christi- 
ans, Rencaster County, Pa., is, figuretively spesking, the phoenix that 
hes arisen from the ashes of the ebandoned Meeting Hbuse two miles aw&y. 
The new building wes erected in 1901 end 1902. During the process of its 


construction, @ severe storm arose which delayed the work, at which Mis: 
the follewing communication i in the Friends' Intelligencsar, 12th 
Mo. 21, 1901l:- "The excessive rain end wind storm, commencing Eleventh 


nonth 23d seriously daméged the new stone teeting-house thet is being e- 
rected by Sedsbury Friends at Christiana, Pe. Ths masons had just complet- 
~ed the wells, end were at work on the two stone chimneys; some four fact 
above the refter pletes. At this time nesrly ell the refters wero in posi- 
tion &nd securely traced. The building is 38 by €4 feet, ena 17 feet high; 
is built cf locel stone of @ light color, end somewhat of 8 grenite form 
‘ation, which when completad should present en ettractive eppeernnce. The 


celler is divided ae several compertments, by stone wells, thus eoing 
away with the usuel rirders and posts. The building contains about 300 
perches of mesonry. The continued bettering of the wind and réin for 
eighteen consecutive hours on the comperstively green wells resulted in 
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completely demolishing the northeast comer, from the ground up, togeth- 
with about fourteen feet of the gable well, end some sixteen faet of the 
eastside wall including one chimney. Nine pairs of the refters fell 
therewith. The south gable wall is somewhat injured, but this is not 
thought serious. The building committes, efter # consultetion with the 
contréctcr of masonry, concluded to protect.the welle, end abendon fur- 
ther work on.the building until the early spring. Ths approximete loss 
sustained is about $400, e portion of which is assumed by the stone-work 
contractor.” 

& brief description of the Meeting House efter its completion, accom | 
penied by a picture of the new building, was given in the Friends' Intel- 
ligencer, lst Mo. 31, 1903. It wes in these words:- "The Friond who sent: 
us the photogreph of Sadsbury's new meeting-house,.....-writes thet it 
gives a feir idea of the building, and adds, 'Neerly seven hundred perch- 
es of stone enter inte its construction; the walls being very hoavy, and 
the basement subdivisions, e11 of stone, the arch-work mesonry and chim- 
neys Gre laid in cement, and the generel construction is believed to be 
of & permanent cheracter. The observer is at once improssed with the 
Friendly cherecteristic pleinness of the structure, end yet the outlines 
have the suggestion of ertistic taste and harmony, in keeping with the 
spirit cof the Society, while within its wells are found the comforts and 
conveniences that are well worth the outlay.°*" i 

The Orthodox branch of the Society also have a Meeting House in Chrise | 
tiene, but in 1929 their house has practically become closed. In 1905 the © 
"Book of Meetings" issued by Arch Street Friends said. of their Meeting at 
Christiana:- "Christiana is a little town on the Main Line, Pennsylvania 
ReRe, about two hours from Philadelphia. The Meeting House is ® emall one, 
in the tom, five minutes from the station, southwerd. Usuel attendance on 
Firs t-days, 9 to 10. There is also @ ho belonging to the Race Street, .* 
Friends in the northern pert of the town.' 

In 1909 Theddeus 5. Kenderdine of Newtowm, Bucks County, Pa; gave 
considerable attention to and visited the meetings end meeting houses of 
Caln Querter, and in his article on the subject, published in tho Friends’ 
‘Intelligencer, llth Mo. 20, 1909, he thus spoke of the old abandoned Sads- 
bury Meeting House:s- "Next comes Sedsbury, lately abandoned. by our 
Friends for a now meeting house in Christiana, two miles to the eastward. 
It is now in temporery use by the Amish Mennonites for their First-day 
schools end evening 'Sings', but they in turn will soon leeve it for a 
church they are about building at Atglen. Rather e sad commentary on our 
people thet these quiet, unpretentious folk should not only push us back 
towards our starting points, but build meeting houses besides. The Sads- 
bury grounds are in good order, their quiet only disturbed by the occa- 
sionel funerals held here of those who were once members of the meeting— 
discoursging innovations on the silence of the historic grounds. Just 
east of this is Hast Sadsbury meeting house, a low one-storied structure, (3 
long since abendoned for purposes of worship, and one end of which hes o 
degenerated to a tenant house. Ths Orthodox claim title to the property. os 
At one time both branches of the Society used the meeting house, the thin 
partition used for the purpose of dividing the men and women during meet- 
ing for business, but efterwards but illy deadening the vocal services of 
the unsympsthetic factions, at such times es preaching occurred. Tho 
house is in fair repair, but the shedding is going to ruin. There is @n 


Paras) 


pold time hores block left, end with large trees shading the emple grounds, 
which overlook the valley of Chester, this is en ettrective place in sum- 
mer." ¢ 

Finelly from the pen of the seme writer came these words:- "So these 
good Friends of Christiane, not forgetting the old meeting house on the 
» hill, their ancestors who once thronged there, nor the philenthropic bene- 
ficencies they accomplished in the old deys of human slavery, when the 
p scared fugitive sought their willing sid to freedom, end yet full of sen- 
' timent for the times long past which cling around its outside and time- 
browned interior, are going on with their good work in whet they think 
the proper way, with right regard to the faith of their fathers and the 
‘advance of the principles of our Society, confident that these things 
can be accomplished on lines consistent with the love of the besutiful, 
and that the Lord cen be as well worshipped from cushioned seets end car- 
peted floors ss in the phe oe furnished houses of the! long: ago." 

The two Friends' Meeting Houses at Christiena ere located et oppo- 
site extremities of the Pepa Before 1930 the Orthcdox Meeting was leid 
down nd the property hes been recently scold. A visit to Chriesiane in 
Mey, 1930, found the little brick Weeting House in en ontirely new dress, 
now remodeled and converted into a nest and pretty dwelling, but still 
revealing the outline of the building es it was previously. However, the 
roof hes been raisec end s long dormer window added to the front, while 
fresh print, cament walks and steps ell assist in meking en ettractive 
dwelling, though still unfinished end unoeccuried at the tims of the vis- 
it. At ee rear ere the old wagon-sheds still looking Queker-like. 

it the opposite cr northern end of the town is the hendsome stone 
put iies built by the Hicksite Friends, but it does not outwerdly sug- 
gest @ Queker Meeting House, for it is entirely modern in style of its 
Pas wideciur as However, both it end the former Orthodox Meeting House 
were built facing the south. In the gable et the front is a stone tablet 
on which ere the words” "Sadsbury Friénds. Meeting House 1725-1901." 

There are wagon-sheds st the beck of the spacious grounds and ev- 
ery part of the environment of this Meeting House is in the best of order. 
Excepting on one side, the grounds ars inclosed with an iron fance, and 
many fine maples shede the premises, and beauty is an exponent from ell 
points of view. - 
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Coatesville is a Particular Meeting belonging to Bradford Monthly Meeting 
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and Caln Quarterly Meeting of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Orthodox 3 ord 
Arch Street branch of the Society of Friends. It is practically a new 4 
meeting end the Meeting House was built in 1910 at the corner of Sixth 
Avenue end Chestnut Street in the city of Coatesville. 4 

The mestinz sewms to have really developed from the old meetinga of 7 
East and West Cain whose houses, becoming inconvenient to the members, ~ 
were ultimately abendoned. Coatesville was more central and better suited) 

to the members . In the "Book of Meetings" of Arch Street Friends, 1905, | 
is the following note respecting Coatesville Meeting:- 7 

"During the winter of 1904-5 the sittings of East Caln Meeting were ™ 
held in Coatesville in the parlor of Elizabeth B. Calley. Coatesville , 
is on the main line Pennsylvania R. R.»y by express, one hour and ten mins] 
utes from Broad Street Station. This seems to be a place of some promisa) 
for the building of a new Meeting, as quite a number of Griends, or of 4 
people connected with Friends, reside here." 

The project as suggested in the "Book of Meetings" took root, and, | 
according to the statement of one of the members in 1930, A. R. Yearsley! 
of Coatesville, the members of West Caln were associated with the move- | 
ment. For a few years meetings were held at the residence of Elizabeth J 

. B. Calley on South First Avenue, a short distance from Main Street. Then: 
for a brief time they held them on the second floor of the building now © 
(1930) occupied by the Coatesville Trust Company at the corner of Third | 
Avenue and Main Street, the latter more recently known as the Lincoln 
Highway. Then with the erection of the new Meeting House in 1910 the 
sessions were continued in the new House. 

Coatesville Meeting House is quite a large and handsome edifice, fas 
ing the north on Chestnut Street. It is constructed of light gray lime- } 
stone and has the date, 1910, in prominent figures over the door in the j 
gable of the eastern side. The building has little to suggest the old- 
style Friends' Meeting Houses, having been colistructed on modern plans 
of architecture with a fine colonnaded entrance door at the front anda { 
convenient and attractive looking porte-cochere on the east side. The 
House is well lighted with large windows and is beautified in its lin- 
ited grounds with trees and hedges. 

To the south of the Meeting House is e short row_of sheds for ve- 
hicles substantially constructed also of limestone. There are nine con- 
partments in the shed row, which, with the ample size of the Meeting 
House, is suggestive that Coatesville Friends' Meeting is one of size 
end strength, yet in 1930 it wes stated to the compiler of these notes 
that the Meeting is not large and that many of its members show but 
little real interest in it. This, it is hoped, is but an ill report. 

During the letter part of 1930 the wagon-sheds at Coatesville, ex- 
cepting the stone walls were taken down. 

Bradford Monthly Meeting of Caln Quarter holds its ‘sessions in the 
Coatesville Meeting House. 
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COLUMBIA. 

Meeting orgenized as Hempfield......1728. 
First Meeting House built early..... 

Applied for admission to Sadsbury...1799. 
Name chenged to Columbia about......1800. 
Meeting House built eat Columbia.....1800. 
Meeting established ....-eeseeereeeeeldlO. 
Preparative Meeting established ....1812. 
Preparative Meeting laid down.......1856. 
TOC EELOM dwlsis + cle ose 40 0:9 gletseeCOLUMUIO ss ree 
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Columbia's story in the long list of Friends’ Meetings is different 
from others. This Meeting existed as a Meeting over three quarters of a 
century before it was actually acknowledged as a part of the Philadelphia 
'Yeerly Meeting of the Society of Friends. It then became a Prepsrative 

|} Meeting under Sadsbury Monthly Meeting in the newly organized Caln Quar- 
ter. The history of Columbia's early rise and progress, under the name 
of Hempfield, is thus told by Dr. Ezra Michener in his “Retrospect of Ear- 
ly Quekerism":- 

"In the year 1728, Robert Barber, Samuel Blunston and John Wright, 

' together with their families, removed from Chester, and settled at Colun- 
bia, where they had purchased: one thousend arces of land. They no doubt 
theld meetings at their houses at this early date. A meeting-house of 
_squared logs appears to have been built very early. 

"Sedsbury Monthly Meeting has a long series of minutes about ‘Hemp- 
field Friends,' ‘Hempfield Meeting,’ &c., which must heve been the one 
now called Colunbia. The earliest notice which I heave seen of Hempfield, 
>is the following:- ; 

"1754,- ‘Thomas Minshall requests to come under the care of Friends. 
Peter Worrall and Isaac Whitelock, are appointed to desire him to attend 
our next meetings also to let Hempfield Friends know that we expect them 
/to come under our care." -(Sadsbury Monthly Meeting. ) i 
"Those Friends appear to have held meetings in their own way, but re- 
fused subordination to eny other. After labor by the Monthly end Quarter- 
ly Meetings they refused to request any privilege, but thought they would 
hold meetings as they had done formerly.’ But at length, 

"1758.- ‘A copy of a minute of the Quarterly Meeting was produced 
here, concerning Hempfield Friends, permitting them to hold meetings for 
worship on first-days, at their meeting-house; and to be a branch of Lam- 
peter Preparative and Sadsbury Monthly Meeting, therefore......are ap- 
pointed to give them a copy thereof, and inform them how they stand.’ The 
‘report they are not: willing to be accountable to any meeting, except the 
widow Barber.’ " 

“1761.- The Friends appointed on a visit to Hempfield Friends, report: - 
They say they are resolved to hold meetings, and are all of one family, and 
cannot report." 

"During the many yeers of this laborious concern, numbers of the more 
obstinate were disowned for various offences, up to about the year 1773. 
My notes do not extend further, until in 
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"1799.- ‘From Lampeter report it appears, that application is made (¥ 
_to this meeting in writing, by Friends of Hempfield, requesting the priv- i} 
ilege of holding an Imdulged Meeting on the first and week days.at Col- | 
umbia' Which, after a communication of sentiments, is agreed to by the (4 
meeting, end.....are eppointed in conjunction with women Friends, to at- oa 
tend at the opening thereof,' &c.- -(Sadsbury Monthly Meeting. ) oy 
"Three years after this request of Hempfield Friends to have an In- |} 
dulged Meeting at Columbia, another minute notes ‘the Indulged Meeting fl 
at Hempfield.' They were undoubtedly one and the same; Columbia is in a 
Hempfield Township." a 
"In 1810 the meeting at Columbia was established by Caln Quarter, 
end in 1812 they were allowed the privilege of a Preparative Meeting." 
The meeting at Columbia was divided by the Separation of 1827. The i 
minutes of Caln Quarterly Meeting record thet the Columbia Meeting (Ortho= 4 
dox branch) was laid down 8th Mo. 15, 1834. 4 
A few notes coneerning Columbia Meeting have been culled from the 
Friends’ Intelligencer. The first of these extracts appeared ist Mo. 4, 
1896, which in a brief remark, stated:- "The meeting-house at Columbia 
wes standing in 1893 but in bad repair; it has been sold, and the pro- 
ceeds used as a fund to keep the graveyard in order." 
' The second extract, 2nd Mo. 10, 1900, gave the following:- "There 
are still a very few Friends living in Columbia, but the house that once 
stood there was torn down, because it was literally falling to pieces. A 
desire was expressed for a meeting at this place, and one was appointed 
in the Evangelical Church.on the evening of the 26th ult. Although cold . 
and extremely windy, about forty people were in attendance, only three of J 
whom were members of our Society. The church members who:'were present seems | 
ed pleased, and offered their building for any future occasion when it 
might be desired." 

The third extract, 7th Moe 10, 1909, was fro& the pen of Thaddeus 5. 
Kenderdins of Newtown, Bucks County, Pa., who recapitulated Columbia's 
story in a short paregraph:- "There are interesting histories of events 
connected with these meetings lost through neglect of giving or receiv- 
ing. Some few are on record, too often only verbal. As for Columbia, 
where, after buying 10,000 acres of lend, pioneer Friends_built a meet- 
ing house at their own will in 1728, they for a long time refused to be 
anything but congregational, although labored with by Sadsbury Meeting. 
Reports came up from them in the years 1754, '58, °61, and '67, but all’ 
discouraging, as they do not seem inclined to give up their isolated lib- 
erty. They became thinned out by disownment, and, after being thus chas- 
tened and weakened, by 1800 they were made an Indulged Meeting, which by 
1812 became a Preparative in Lampeter Monthly, and efter 1856 was laid 
down. 

There was a movement made in 1889, according to an announcement made 
in the Friends' Intelligencer, Fifth Mo. 25, 1889, to build a new Meet- 
ing House at Columbia at an approximate cost of $1,000 of which, at that 
- time, $100 had been subscribed. The project was never realized. The an- 
nouncement referred to is this:- j 

"Proposed New House at Columbia, Pa. The meeting-house Columbia Friends | 
propose to build is to be of brick, a 9-inch wall, 25 feet by 30 feet in 
depth, 16 feet in height to the square, cellar under one half for coal 
and wood; to have 1 door and 8.windows, being with weights, outside 
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shutters, to be wainscoted with yellow pine, and to be plastered from 
wainscoting to square and to be ceiled with yellow pine to the rafters. 
The building is estimated to cost nine hundred and twenty-five (925) 
dollars. It is supposed that including fences, etc., it will take a- 
bout $1,000; the old building to be taken down and cleared away by Col- 
umbia Friends. The money so far subscribed is as follows: 
A Feiend from New York. ocoo sees eee $20e00 
A Friend from Bird-in-Hand...eseees 5.00 
A Friend from Christiana.....s..2e+- 10.00 
_A Friend from London Grove....+++++ 50.00 
Phebe C. Wright, West Ena, N.J.-++2e 10.00 
100.00 
A Columbia Friend adds to the above information thet from 16 to 18 per- 
sons could be counted upon as regular attenders, and on occesion of cir- 
cular or other announced meetings, the house would be well filled." 

In Ellis and Evans's "History of Lancaster County, Pa.," 1883, it is. 
stated:- "Samuel Wright, the founder of Columbia, geve the society a 
lot on Cherry Street, near Third, in trust, to build a meeting-house on. 
eeeeThe present brick meeting-house was erected about the year 1800." 

Ralph W. Hershey of Gap, Lancaster County, Pa., took the compiler 
of these historical notes concerning Friends’ Meetings, to Columbia, on 
_ May 31, 1931. In an advancing community like Columbia, Pa., there is 
little chance for @& small Quaker settlement that has died out long ago, 
to leave many traces of its former existence, such as antiquaries of to- 
day may call lendmarks of.the past. The visit in May, 1931, to Columbia 
in search of landmarks connected with the Friends’ meeting, known in ear- 
ly days as Hempfield, reveals these fects. The old Quaker graveyard is 
now but a small plot of ground forming the oldest part of the handsome 
modern cemetery called Mount Bethel. There are a number of pretentious 
merble monuments covering the graves of severalmembers of the Blunston, 
Bethel, Bolde, Heise, Lloyd, and Mifflin femilies as well as headstones 
to Atlee, Elder, Evens and others of Hempfield's early pioneers. Except- 
ing the names, none, however, suggest Friends, but many graves are en- 
tirely unmarked, and the place occupied by them is now marked out and 
re-sold for other burials of the present time. The oldest inscription 
noticed is thus worded:- "Here lye the Body of William Campbell, who 
Departed thif life May ye 4th 1758 Aged 65 yearf." Two other graves in 
the Quaker section of Mount Bethel lie side by side, each recording the 
same name, Mary Phipps, one who died May 24, 1850 aged 62yrse lm, the 
other March 12, 1852, aged 44yr. 6days. 

Time veils Columbia with many changes, covers the Quaker region 
with a mantle of oblivion, yet, nearby, the waters of the Susquehanna 
still flow among the numerous low green islands just as the river has 
done during the centuries past. 
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Meeting early know by the name of Milltown. 
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Meeting allowed ...ccevececroe es LTB. . 
Meeting established... ....-....++1806. 
Meeting House built.....2.-++++el807. 
Prenverative Meeting established.181l. 
Hicksite Meeting discontinued...1827. 
Location...-++seeeeee- Downingtown, Pa. 
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Downingtown Meeting is a Particular Meeting belonging to Uwchlan 
Monthly and Caln Quarterly Meeting in the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of 
Arch Street or Orthodox Friends. Its history is brief, although there is || 
more than a century of years connected with its story. In the "History of # 
Chester County, Pe," 1881, by Futhey and Cope, is the following short 
sketch of its- 

"In 1784 @ meeting was allowed to be held on First-day eftemoon 
during the summer, et e school-house et Milltown (or Downingtown, as it 
was then sometimes called), and the privilege was repeated by Uwchlan  : 
Monthly Meeting 1785-89. In 17935 and 1798 similar meetings were held, and } 
in 1800 an eernest effort was made to establish e permanent meeting, but | 
this met with opposition. Its advocates persisted at their efforts, and © 
obtained an indulgence of holding meetings from time to time until 1806, | 
when the meeting was established by the Quarterly Meeting. It was held at @ 
first in the school-house which formerly stood beck of Clera Downing's, ; 
between Uwchlan and Lencaster Avenues. In 1807 ground was purchased, and 
a meeting-house built." 

In the "Retrospect of Early Quakerism" by Dr. Ezra Michener, is a 

brief extract from the Uwchlan Monthly Meeting records telling when the 
Preperative Meeting was permitted at Downingtown:- "The proposal from 
Uwehlen Monthly Meeting for establishing a Preparative Meeting at Dow- 
ingtown, claiming the consideration of this meeting, is united with, &c. 
Trenscribed from the minutes of Caln Quarterly Meetings held the 14th of 
second month, 1811. James Cooper, Clerk." 
But Michener totelly ignored all reference to Downingtown Meeting 
efter the Separation as it clearly kept with the Orthodox: branch of the 
Society, and he clessed it with "discontinued meetings" on his diegrem 
of Caln Querter. 

In the "Book of Meetings" of Arch Street Friends, 1905, He this an- 
nouncement concerning Downingtown Meeting:- 

"Downingtown, Pennsylvania. Held on First and Fourth sey at 10 o'- 
clock. Downingtown is on the Main Line, Pennsylvania R.R., thirty-two 
miles from Philadelphia, Bread Street Station. The Meeting House is on 
the main street of the town, about one and a half miles east of the sta- 
tion. Usual First-day attendance, 20 to 30. There is occasional speaking 
by members of the Meeting." 

Downingtown Friends’ Meeting House is a handsome well-preserved gray 
stone building well overgrown with ivy, which, on the eestern end western 
ends has crept high in the gables. The front of the House faces north to- 
wards the Lincoln Highwey, whence e brick pathway leads from the door to 
the little gate by the roadside. There are curious old sickle-shapec fast- 
enings for holding open the window shutters at the front of this Meeting 
House, just as is the case et the old Bredford Meeting House at Marshall- 
ton. 
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, The neet Buriel Ground is at the south of the Meeting House where 

i the graves are epparently all marked with stones, though very many old 

F ones are unlettered with either dete, name or initials. A substantial 

| stone wall with flet stone capping, is on two sides of the yard. Among the 
| femily names seen on the headstones ere Baldwin, Beale, Bull, Conard, Car- 
) ver, Cornog, Downing, Dunwoody, "vens, Edge, Hoopes, Lindley, Martin, Mil- 
-f ler, Parke, Roberts, Sharples, Sharpless, Shoemeker, Stewerdson, Smith, 

_ Springer, Thomes, Trimble, Thornbury, Webster, Welker, White, Wiley and 

| Look. 


The Downingtown Friends' School House, also a grey stone building, 
Wrering the date 1919 on its western well, is east of the Mesting House in 
the same yerd. 

There ere two rows of wegon-sheds, one on either side, in front of 
| the Meeting House at DOM Mec crOs 


PHA TERRE ALI 
EAST CALN. 


Meeting organizedecscccccccecrcccseelll4=5. 
Indulged Meeting established.........1716. 
First Meeting House built ...........1716. 
Second Meeting House built.......-.-.1743. 
Quarterly Meeting established........1800. 
Hicksite Meeting discontinued......e- 
Orthodox Meeting removed.-cccceereeeel9lO. 
Location near...e.seee-e-Thnorndale, Penne. 
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In 1928 Ceéln Quarter of Philedelphie Yearly Meeting of Hicksite mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends, consists of but one Monthly Meeting (Sads- 
bury) held et Christiana, Lancaster County, Pe. For the Orthodox branch 
in the same Quarter, there are two Monthly Meetings, Bradford, held at 
Coatesville, end Uwchlan, held et Downingtown. However, in its past his- 
tory, during its early prosperous days, Caln Quarter comprised four Month- 
ly Meetings and over a dozen Preparative and Indulged Meetings. Quoting 
from Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quekerism" we have the following ac- 
count of the establishment of Caln Quarter in 1800:- 

"The proposals from Philadelphia, Chester, end the Western Quarters, 
reletive to the establishment of e Quarterly Meeting, composed of Bred- 
ford. Sadsbury, Uwchlan, and Robeson Monthly Meetings, being now deliber- 
ately considered, end a concurrence therewith expressed, it is concluded 
that the said meeting be opened on the 14th day of the eighth month, 1800." 

-(Yeerly Meeting's minute.) 

"Celn-Quarterly Meeting was eotocbed of parts of the three quarters 
above nemed, Bredford end Sadsbury belonged to Western, Uwchlan to Con- 
cord, and Robeson to Philadelphia Quarter." 

Samuel Smith tells us in regard to East Celn, that "In 1716, the 
| Friends of Caln Township, with the allowance of Concord Monthly Meeting 


Raton saceeelet Mette mM. ie.) ele 
erat eauolt gnbteolt dt Yo sidvos edit de af bauoaD fatwa toon oT 
hte qaam yreK dgwods ysenots iftw hestiem Lia yidaereqgs 078 Sev 
ee  fetinsdodwa A velettict 10 omen ,otsh xeiile diiw betesieing e728 a6 
gai guomA bruay oil Te eobie ont a0 Bt anmbqgee onots deft dstw Liaw eanty 
. ‘499 ,h28q000 «Liv ,olaet ,ntwhlet ets semotebsegi sid uo A908 some: + eine 
~{iM <atesa¥ ,volbntd ,seqooH ,egh® ,enev? ,yboowaul. euntowod ¢Zomted 2 19¥ 
~Atio® ~moetrawet? ,rotameod? ,waolquad? .selqusd? ,atiedol eltsT . 708, 


ban yealiW .odidW ,x0ils¥ csosedoW, ,yaudniedT .eldminT sesmOnT «16; rtagé 
! 2 , " ob % j : a 2 hs 


a 
ae 


gothliod enote ys1g a cele ,enuell Lomigs, ‘abusts9 cvatgainwed efT 

4h dauoll ynttesM edd Yo tase al .Liaw mtedsow off 0 Let eteb olf gakved) 

| -bsay omed ely 

Ro Mmovd nt yebia reittie mo eno .shede-nogew, to avot owt ers eredT. 0) 

a ) smwodaniowed ta oswol gatteal” 


ce 
_ 


ma 
: ] iw 
aS SAE SHE 


| WIAD TEAR, 4 
cbmRE Mec ncnsrccorsnscessDQREGRERO Qalteol i 
OTL... eess  badalidaise yattegl bog lubal 1 


SOLVE sscrsesecee tLkud seugh, gakteatt. taxit ee 
cEBTDussascnesesdibod eavoH gakdeel bnode? eae | 
-OO8L...cees shore tidetiss griteell ylietia up 

cvsaess sbouslinose td. gaitestl aftedtock 
OLED. cesceeeeeecbevomer gatteel xobolin0 | 
vonmed ,afabarrolt. orescence eine Meltsood 


ee te eet. ae hh xf 
ae an ' 
pe 7" ‘ 


-wen ottavelH lo galdeell ylreet sidqlehalidt Ye teirevp ofe9 SS€L ak 7% 
-ahe2) yatseeM yidinoM eae Gud to etetenoo ,sdneit? to yteloo® off te pied 
doaexd xobotdx0 aft 1OL 584 .¥taw0d resasoasl eAnattatwid te bhed Oyiae 
te Bled (brothel ,agaiteeM yin tno ows ate gied? piedisv emee eet ak 
“sid tasq eft at .rsvownll smeotgatvwod tg Shed «aptdow) bee ,efliveedags 
“tivo wot bestiqnoo iste niad .oyeb avoxeqnerg, yizse aft gativb qyTer” 
gations) -aantteoM boylubal bas evligiaqerd nezobh s 19vo bas egudt fe 
-o8 gaiwolfot eit svad ow “sm ivotauD einadt 6. toeqeay taf" e‘renenolM | ze ¥ 
“=;00B8E at retiauvp ale Io tremletids tee edt to tas) 
pevehuae) sede edd bue pindaedd ,stiqlebslidd mort afseoqorq efT™%) | 
“beri to beroquos ,gattee ylrediaud 8.10 toemdteifdatee oft oF svhigle 
-redkieb wor gnted (aghttoeM ylddwoll sonedoh. bite yaetiowy yyuwdebse: 
bebulonos at tt ,beesergxe dikwetedt soneriwonon o das 109 
",0081 .Hinom dilgio’ ese vob del odd so beaego. 


areiaup ogiit ad's te edieg ta bess 
‘ened of naldowd (mieteel of begtos 
ett SEE at dnd? pated 3 
| githteeM yLtdwoM bao: . 


i. 4 | ; | | 
ie 4) LR 
a ep) hades ane et if) 


f a ay 7 4 fay? a hay oe ; 


a p bb 
ey 
~~ f mira 

i rad 


1 
236 \ bi 


end Chester Quarterly, had a meeting of worship settled emong them, and 
about thet time built the meeting-house." The Preparative Meeting was 
-established the same year, 1716. A 
East Caln's early history, as culled from the . minutes of Concord | 
Monthly Meeting, has been told in Futhey and Cope's "History of Chester 
County, Pas," 1861, from which the following has been copied:- 
"1,14,1714-5.- Application being made to this meeting (Concord i 
Monthly Meeting) by some friends in the velley for a meeting to be set- 
tled there which is referred to the next meeting for consideration." 
"2,11,1715.- The friends in the Valley renewed their request for §) 
a meeting to be settled there which request is referred for further con- | § 
sideretion." ‘ig 
9259 51716.- ffriends in the Valley heving continued their request 


gives them liberty to proceed to the Qrly Meeting for their hemi 
"6,13,1716.- this meeting in perseuent to ye advise of ye Last Me 
Quarterly waite doth settle a preparative meeting at Calne in ye Valey 4 
and to be keept on ye first dey before our our Monthly Meeting: also 
this meeting advises them to nominate or eppoint overseers for the Servis. 
of Truth end make report of them to ye next monthly meeting." a 
"7,16,1716.- Calne meeting mak report to this meeting that they have @ 
appointed Thomas Peirson and William Cloude to be overseers for their meetw) 
ing which this meeting doth approve of." a 
"8,8,1717.- Elizebeth Swaffer and Susanne Mendenhall ere chosen o- | 
verseers of Calne meeting." 4 
At Concord Quarterly Meeting, 6, 6, 1716, Calne's request for a meet- § 
ing on First-deys was grented, and they "have liberty to build a meeting | 
house on the Land of John Mendenhall according to the friends Proposali." 
‘There eppears to have been considerable delay in the erection of 4 
Celn's Meeting House, (probably the second Meeting House), the selection | 
of a suitable locetion ceusing much variation in the opinions of the mem | 
bers. The following communication from Concord Monthly Meeting to Caln 
friends seems to acknowledge the existence of ee aS, 2) House already 
built. 
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"4,6,1726.- To Calne preparative meeting: friends,.this meeting haved 
ing considered your request of moving your meeting house hiere up the . 4 
valley it is the mind of this meeting thet you consider a little longer 
of it and get the unanimous consent of all that are likely to belong to 
thet meeting, and bring their names to this meeting when you are 60 a- 
greed." 4 

"8,3,1726.- foure of those friends appointed to goe and assist the | 
friends of Calne meeting reports they have been and finds the greater : 
part of them most inclinable to build their meeting house upon the fur- 
ther side of ye valley upon ye mounten; therefore this meeting Leves 
them to there Liberty to purchous a pice of Ground according as they 
have proposed and to Lay ye same before ye Quarterly meeting for their 
approbation. 2 

"12,6.1726-7.- Calne meeting proposeth fore friends for trustees 
for their meeting house and ground viz. Tho. Parks, Aaron Mendenhall, 
Tho. Eldrech, and Edward Tomson." i, 

Some further information is obtained from Brecford Monthly Meeting:- 4 
"8,19,1743.- Williem Pim acqueints this meeting that some yeers agoe 
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John Mendenhall sold an ecre of Land to Caln meeting to Build a meeting 
shouse upon & to bury their dead in, which he afterwards by an Instrument 
‘in writing vested in four trustees for the said use: also thet ffriends 
of seid meeting having since procured more land Built a meeting house 
and Burying their dead, in a more convenient place, and ere willing 
wwith the consent of this meeting and the surviving trustees to sell the 
said acre of Land to him the said William Pim, he meking a Deed of the 
‘burying ground to Trustees for the use of ffriends forever; and it ep- 
peering thet the said meeting & the two surviving trustees are Consent- 
‘ing thereunto, now this meeting taking the same into Consideration are 
/also Consenting thereunto, end appoints Aaron Mendenhall, Thomas Parke, 
& Phineas Lewis Trustees to Receive the said Deed & to Deliver up the 
former one to to the said Williem Pim." 

"Jen. 18, 1759, Richard Pike, then of Cork, Irelanc, who owned 
1528 acres in Caln township, conveyed to Robert Miller and Thomas Parke 
of East Caln, for the use of Friends; a lot of ground on which a meeting- 
house had been built with his consent. The deed shows thet this lot was 
128 perches within the lines of Pike's land, but whether this was the 
‘second or third location has not been determined. Thomas Stalker, in 1762, 
/purchesed 232 acres adjoining the meeting-house, and from this, et a later 
date, an eddition was made to the surrounding grounds. In 1801 the house was 
penlerged to accommodate the new Querterly Meeting of Caln." 

In 1938 some of the citizens of Chester County living in the neighbor- 
hood of the old Caln Meeting House feel satisfied in believing the west- 
ern end of the building was erected in 1727 and the eastern portion in 
1€00. 

In speaking of Caln Meeting, E. L. (Elizabeth Lloyd) wrote for the 
Friends’ Intelligencer, Second Month 10, 1900, saying:- "“Caln meeting- 
house is an old building, of the most severe type of architecture. It is 
long, narrow, and unadorned. Like London Grove it is*divided into three 
‘compartments, but there is no upstairs galleries. The smallest division, 
which is in the middle, is comfortably carpeted and cushioned, and is 
used on First-day mornings by Orthodcex Friends, our branch holding no 
meeting here except the querterly meeting twice a yeer. At the time of 
the Seperation there was a preponderance of Orthodox Friends at Sadsbury 
and of our branch at Caln. Now the conditions are reversed, their meet- 
ing at the former, and ours at the latter place, having been discontinu- 
ed. There is not @ single family of our branch living near the mesting- 
house, and consequently no one to meet those who might desirs to come by 
train. As Thorndale station is not much more than e mile distant, the 
fact need not deter any one who is a good walker." 

NOTE :- Elizabeth Lloyd evidently erred in asserting the prepender- 
ance of the membership at Sadsbury at the time of the Separation being 
with the Orthodox. 

Thaddeus §. Kenderdine of Newtown, Bucks County, Pa., in the same 
periodical, Bleventh Month 20, 1909, wrote of Yast Caln also, and said:- 
"East Caln, three miles northwest from Downingtown, is abandoned as a4 
place of worship, but Caln Quarter (Hicksits) is held here in the Sev- 
enth Month. The meeting house was used by both branches of Friends at one 
time. The Orthodox, who seem to be the most tenacious in ‘keeping their 
mestings', worshipped here until 1905. The two branches have separate 
graveyards, something unusual, the public road dividing them. These, as 
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well as the pelaainee. are kept in fair order. The meeting house is long 4 
and low, of one story, and is now divided in three sections. In ono end 
Caln Quarterly (H) is held, the middle section was used by the Orthodox, 
and the other end is a storage for dust and old benches. Sic TRANSIT." 
Meetings et Zast Caln were kept up by Orthodox Friends long after 
the Hicksite branch had laid down their meeting . The "Book of Mootings" Hm 
issued by Arch Street Friends about 1905 or 1906 states:- Mt 
"Rast Caln, Pennsylvania. During the spring and summer months, on 4 
First and Fourth days at 10 o'clock, the Meeting is held in the attract- = 
ive old house on the north hill of the Chester Valley, about two miles | 
north from Thorndale Station, Main Line Pennsylvania Re. Rey or three 


ville." 

By 1928 regular meetings were no longer held at East Caln, and the 
house is closed, except for occasional appointed meetings in the summer 
time. 

The long stone Meeting House of East Caln faces the south, is near 
the roadside on the summit of a high hill commending a fine view over 
Chester Valley, and is, itself, visible for a great distance from both 
the railroad end the Limcoln Highway. It seems very lonely and isolated 
with its two wall-inclosed Burial Grounds, cornering to each other, but 
on opposite sides of the intervening roed. There is no date of its erece 
tion on its walls; and, at the western end, is a well-preserved "Upping 
Block" by the trunk of one of the aged trees that surround the building. | 
In 1930 there are numerous signs of the weight of years attached to East 
Caln; some of the trees are only lifeless trunks; thé doors and closed ..} 
shutters look old; and the wagon-sheds to the northwest, by the road in 
the woods, appear dilapidated. The two Burial Grounds are both unkempt, 
while the graves are covered with wild vines an@ high grass. One corner 
only, in the Orthodox ground, shows recent sttention of careful hands; 
it is the lot of the Windle and Spackmen families. In the Orthodox Grave- § 
yerd burials have been generally made in family groups, but in the larg- 4& 
er Hicksite cemetery adjacent to the Meeting House, interments have been a 
made in rows, often irrespective of family kinship. The rows all extend 4 
from north to south, and many graves are marked with rough unlettered 
field-stones. Among the many family names seen there are Blessing, Bur- 
den, Bourgoin, Cloud, Denny, Denton, Dilworth, Edwards, Fisler, Harri- 
son, Kennedy, Mendenhall, Mickle, Myers, Parke, Price, Pim, Shearer, 
Valentine, Windle, Worrall, Worrell and Wollerton. 

In the Orthodox Graveyard there are not many marked graves, but an 
mong the family nemes to be seen are Davis, Doan, Dingee, Edge, Granger, 
Hoopes, Larkin, Mendenhall, Reid, Spackman, Valentine and Windle. 
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Meeting re-established... .erceees 1820. 
Meeting House built..-ceceerrees Ge l820. ~ 
Hicksites move to a schoolhouse...183l. 
Hicksite Meeting discontinued.....1858. 
Meeting House burnt.....ee eo sees elL924- 
Location near.......-Sadsburyville, Pa. 
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| In the "History of Chester County, Pa.," by J. Smith Futhey and Gilbert 
. Cope, is this brief notice of Hast Sadsbury Meeting:- "East Seadsbury was es- 
i) tablished in Sadsbury, near the Lancaster Pike and Buck Run, about 1810. It 
was probably never very large, and is not now held." (1881) 

Ezra Michener, in his "Retrospect of Eerly Quekerism' gives the follow- 
ing mention of this Meeting:- "In 1810, Friends of East Sadsbury request- 
ed liberty of an Indulged Meeting, to be held in a school-house near the 
. turnpike, which was granted: but they not providing suitable accommode- 
tions, the Monthly Meeting thought proper to withdraw it in 1813. In 1819, 
the same Friends renewed their request for an Indulged Meeting in Joseph 
' Cooper's school-house, which was allowed." 

"1820.~ Sadsbury Monthly Meeting now affers, for our Meet décetion: a 
| proposal for the establishment of a meeting for religious worship, to be 
| held in Sadsbury Township, on, &c., to be called ‘East Sadsbury'; which, 

| being deliberately considered, is united with, and the meeting establish- 
ed." -(Caln Quarterly Meeting.) 

"1858.- The committee, in the case of East Sadsbury Meeting, report, 
that a part of their number had a conference with the Friends of that 
meeting, and were united in the belief that it would be right to grant 
. their request (that their meeting be laid down, and the members joined 

to Sadsbury Meeting), which is satisfactory to this,meeting. East Sads- 
- bury ia therefore laid down." &c. -(Sadsbury Monthly Meeting.) 

This is the extent of the history of East Sadsbury Meeting, so far 
as it is told by Wzra Michener. The final "laying down" of the Mesting 
here mentioned referred only to the Hicksite branch, for the Orthadox 
mere in the majority and continued their meetings more than a decade lat- 
er, for the meeting was enrolled in the schedule of meetings in 1868. 
Sometime later, before 1881, East Sadsbury Meeting, evidently always a 
small gathering, was discontinued by Arch Street Friends end the Meeting 
House became a dwelling-house. By an examination of the Sadsbury Monthly 
| Meeting Minute Books, now at Swarthmore in the Friends’ Historical Libra - 
_ry, January 4, 1938, the following extracts relative to this Meeting has 
been obtained: - 

“Sadsbury Monthly meeting held 4th. day of the 7 mo. 1809 The fol- 
lowing request for the privilege for holding a Meeting for public worship, 
being laid before this meeting on behalf of the subscribers thereto, which 
claimed the solid, deliberate consideration of friends on this subject of 
weight and importance. it is defered to be further considered at next 
meeting, viz. A prospect of settling a meeting for public worship nearly 
central to the subscribers, having engaged the serious attention of some 
of our minds for several years past has gradually ripened from time to 
time and become so matured that severel conferances have been lately held 
on the occafion, and therewith being generally exprefsed, it was thought 
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with, that the same may be granted: which we bhericloes submit to 
the meeting 


John Truman. Joseph Paxson Mary Paxson Elizabeth Paxson 
James Truman Benjemin Paxson Mary Smith Lydia Paxson 
James Cooper . Jacob Paxson Mary Cooper Susannah Paxson 
Thomas: truman David Lightfoot Phebe Paxson Sareh Lightfoot 
Aeron Paxson Isiah Paxson Jane Paxson 

Wm. Briggs Rache} Truman 


“Sadsbury Monthly Meeting held the 5th day of the 9th mo 1809 e 
The meeting taking in to consideration the request for priviledge to holfl 
a meet ing for public worship the following friends ere appointed to bes i 


cents and report their sence there on to next meeting. Viz. William ‘s 
Gibbons, Isaac Taylor, William Webb, Williem J Lockwood. Joseph Dickin: 
son, John Kendle, and John Williams " 
“Sadsbury Monthly Meeting held 11 mo 7th 1809 — The following re- | 
portbeing produced by the committee on the request for e hew meeting | 
which on being attended to is adopted and the committee continued to cons 
fer with the applycants end inform next meeting their oppinion of the 
most suitable time place end manner of opening said meeting Viz. Most @ 
of the committee on the request for a new meeting met and deliberately 4 
considered the subject felt most easy to propose to the meeting to grant | 
the same for some time under the care and indulgence of the Monthly 4 
meeting to be opened at such time and way as the meeting may direct 


Isaac Taylor John J. Kendle Hannah Daniels 
John Williams William Kirkwood . Sarah Webster 
William Gibbons Mary Moore Mary Conrad 


"Sadsbury Monthly meeting held the 2nd of let mo 1810 The Goan ttenm ‘ 
on the new meeting report that most of them Have united thet the sam | 
may be opened on first day next at the schoolhouse near the turnpike 4 
road and be held on the first and third days of the week except on the: § 
weeks of the preparative, monthly and quarterly meetings, which on be- || 
ing considered is united with except the third day of the week which is | 
changed to the fifth. Asahel Walker, Thomas Whitson, John Moore (son of | 
James) and John Williams are appointed to attend at the commencement q 
thereof, extend further care as way may open and report the state of 
seid meeting to this at a future meeting." 

"Sadsbury Monthly meeting the 7 day of 4 mo 1812 The Committee in 
the care of the meeting divided off Sadsbury Preparative Meeting report | 
that They heave frequently attended said meeting and believe most of the | 
members thereof sre in a good degree careful in keeping up their meet- 
ings neverthelefs. ere of the judgment that the place where they are 4 
held is inconvenient and unsuitable on divers accounts. George Webster, | 
Yim. Gibbons, Caleb Pusey John Kendal & Wm. Hubb are appointed in ad- 
dition to the committee who are desired to take All the relative cer- 
cumstances into consideration and report to next or a future meeting " 

"Sadsbury monthly Meeting 3. 11. 1818 The following request being 
reed and considered it is thought proper that a committee be appointed 
to Join womens committee, to consider the subject and if way open to 
have a solid conference with the applicants, and report their sense of 
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the propriety of granting their request to next meeting, for which we 
appoint William Gibbons, William “ebb, John Ferris, Asshel Walker, Sam- - 
uel Gibbons, Levi Powneal, and Isaac Haines, to wit: We the subscribers 
haveing for a considerable lengtht of time been desirous to hold ea meet- 
ing for divine worship. and haveing agreed with Aeron and Cyrus Cooper 
for a piece of land on the south west corner of their -tewéefarm, there- 
fore request the monthly meeting to indulge us with the priviledge of 
Building a meeting house on baid lot of lend and of holding a meeting 

in a house lately built by Jossph Cooper, untill we can be accommodated 
in the house proposed to be built, signed John Truman, Joseph Paxson, 
Richard Eavenson, Joseph Pusey, James Smith, William Moore, Benjamin 
Paxson, Joseph Cooper, Aaron Cooper, Cyrus Cooper, Thomas Truman, James 
Williams Evan T. Cooper, Nathaniel Pettit, Mary Cooper, Mary Smith, 
Mary Paxson, Jane Paxson. Jane Hall, Phebe Paxson, Susannah Cooper, Jael 
Cooper, Mery C Pusey, -Revecee=Rachel Truman Elizabeth Williams Andrew 
Moore, Elizabeth Smith Ann Pettit, Lydia Eavenson, " (According to 
this minute it seems probable that the East Sadsbury Meeting House may 
have been erected about 1819 or 1820.) 

Sadsbury Monthly Meeting granted the request on lst Mo. 5, 1819, 
end a month leter, 2nd Mo. 2nd, 1819, "The consideration of the report 
made at last meeting, respecting the indulgence of a new meeting being 
resumed, efter deliberately considering the subject, it is thought best 
thet it lie over to be further considered at our next meeting." 

On 6th Month 8, 1819, there was another long minute, very encour- 
eging, recorded; while, & year leter on 6th Month 6th, 1820, the follow- 
ing minute confirming the establishment of the meeting was entered in 
the Monthly Meeting Books:- 
 “Sadsbury Monthly Meeting held 6th of 6th Mo. 1820 A transcript of 
a minute of our lete —-Keerky Quarterly heey (NOTE, In the Minute 
Book the word Yeerly is written in ink, crossed out with pencil and the 
Quarterly written above it) respecting the esteblishment of a new meet- 
ing was received the following is a copy of it ‘Sadsbury monthly meet- 
ing now offers for our consideration a proposal for the establishment 
of a meeting for religious worship to be held in Sadsbury Township on 
the first end fifth days of the week except that on the weeks of the 
quarterly monthly and preparative meetings there is to be no meeting on 
fifth dey said meeting to be called East Sadsbury and to begin at elev- 
en o'clock which being deliberately considered is united with and the 
meeting established— The clerk is directed to furnish Sadsbury month- 
ly meeting with a copy of this minute ‘" 

'  "Sadsbury Mo Meeting held 2nd Mo 4th 1823 East Sadsbury partic- 
uler meeting request to be allowed the priviledge of holding @ prepara-~ 
tive meeting Williem Webb Asahel Walker George Webster Isaac Haines 
Semel Gibbons and William Brinton are appointed to teke the subject 
into consideration, and report their sence of the propriety of grant- 
ing their request." 

“ “Sedsbury Mo Meeting held 3rd Mo 4th 1823 The friends appointed 
in the request from east Sedsbury to be allowed the priviledge of hold- 
ing a preparative Meeting report they neerly all met & in conjunction 
with weomen Friends had e conference on the subject but are not pre- 
peared." 
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"Sadsbury Mo Meeting held 4th Mo 8th 1823 The Committee on the ree 
quest from East Sadsbury report that most of them heve attended that meet 
ing and hed a conference with the members relative to allowing them a 
preperetive meeting and are united in believing it would not be expedi- 
ent at this time to grent their request which is united with and the 
Comittee released." 

"Sadsbury Mo Meeting 2nd of 8th Mo 1831 Friends of Fast Sedsbury 
Meeting inform that they believe it would be to their adventage to change 
the plece of holding their Meetings and wish the advice of this Meeting 
in the case, Isaac Walker, Daniel Gibbons, Thomes Bonsel, Jeremich 
Cooper fEssac Conard, and Wm. Linvill, are appointed to join a Committes 
of Womens Meeting in Confering with the members of that Meeting on the 
subject, and report their sense thereon to next Meeting " 

"Sadsbury Mo Meeting held 6th of 9th Mo 1831 The joint Committee 
of Men and Women friends appointed to confer with the friends of East 
Sadsbury Meeting, relative to changing the place of holding their Meet- 
ings, report thet they have hed a conference with nearly all the member 
of thet Meeting, and were generally united in believing that an adven- 
tage might be derived from changing the place of holding their Meetings — 
for worship to Sadsbury school house (Chester County) neer Joseph and 
Timothy Paxtons, on deliberate consideration, the Meeting concluded to ~§ 
adopt the report (Womens Meeting concuring therein) " y 

These last two minutes from Sadsbury / Monthly Meeting records, show 
that the small group of Hicksite Friends at East Sadsbury in 1831 gave 
up holding meetings in the Meeting House, which from that time forward 
wes in the possession of Orthodox Friends. Counting from the time of 
the orgenizstion in 1810, the Hicksite Meeting of East Sadsbury lasted 
almost fifty years, being discontinued in 1858, end the Orthodox lasted 
upwerds of twenty yeers longer. 

Hest Sadsbury Meeting House stood south of ty. Lencester Pike, in 
1938 known as the Lincoln Highway, and westwerd from Sadsburyville pro- 
bably a couple of miles. It was photographed by Gilbert Cope of West 
Chester on October 23, 1896, while it still retained the appearance of a 
Meeting House, although at thet time it was a dwellings and later it wes © 
photographed by Watson W. Dewees of Haverford, Pa., whose picture of the (3 
House is quite cherming. 

Time, measured by years, since the discontinuance of East Sedsbury | 
Meeting, hes wrought disastrous chenges to the Meeting House, and in 
1931, when the compiler of these records visited the place in compseny a 
with Albert: and Isabel Fultcn Reynolds of Gum Tree, to whom he was in- 
debted for the possibility of the visit, the location was marked by a jf 
ruined stone wall standing picturesquely prominent in the upper part of 
a field belonging to Williem H. Brinton, overlooking the Lincoln High- 
weye The building was destroyed by fire, June 26, 1924, but the rains q 
have since washed its walls cleen of the tell-tale markings of the con-. |} 
flagretion end they glimmer white in the sunlight, an imposing landmerk 
for e@e long distance. The stone of which the House was built ie unlike oe 
that of the neighboring quarries and is said to have been hauled to the §j 
place from a long distance. When Gilbert Cope photographed the House in if 
1896, there was a small porch in front. To the east of the standing wall | 
and near it, is a well, now covered with lumber to prevent accidents. 64 
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The following communication from Ella P. T. Brinton, wife of William 
H. Brinton, owner of the farm:on which the ruins of Wass Sadsbury Meeting 
House stands, gives some personal reminiscences of the spot. "The exact 
date of the fire burning this old Meeting House was June 26, 1924. There 
were two doors at the front near together in the seme wooden frame, no 
». stonework between. The porch more then covered these but did not come in 
front of windows. There were nine trees there a few years ago; some were 
| demaged by the fire and were cut down..... I do not think the well in my 
|; recollection wes under cover. There was a small porch built a few years 
before, just at-the east side door." 
. A little ways north of the ruins is a small Burial Ground kept in neat 
order by the Brintons. It is inclosed by a metal fence with an entrance 
gete at one corner. There are not many memorial stones in it, a very few 
being rough unlettered field-stones, end the nemes on the headstones sre 
Favenson, Heston, Lewrie, Murree, Paxson, Smith and Valentine. In the far 
northwest corner is a stone marked 


ANNA and LUCY 
died 1852 
Aged 6 years Aged 3 years 


Near it, under the shade of the only tree in the graveyard, are the graves 
of Parvin Smith who died 1mo.26, 1878; Jane Brinton his wife who died 3mo. 
3, 1895; end Cassandra their deughter who died 8mo.27, 1906, aged 46 years. 
There is enother stone in the yard modestly inscribed with the letter B. 
Altogether there are 27 headstones in the yard, or, rather, that was the 
number when the compiler of these notes copied the inscriptions, October 
10,1931, 

Formerly there wes an entrance lane to the Meeting House from the 
‘Lancaster Road, but it has long ago been closed. ,Another lane now passes 
by the ruins, on the south side of the grounds. This is quite beautiful 
with its overshadowing trees. 

NOTE.~ During one of the severe wind storms thet swept over the 
western part of Chester County, Pa., the ruined well of the East Sadsbu- 
ry Meeting House, that for thirteen years had prominently marked the 
spot, was blown down during the night of February 21, 1937. 
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Meeting formerly called...........-Leacock. 
Mooting "ore Pni ted. sic ts bss as ceuceemuel 1296 
First Meeting House built....eeccceeeell 32. 
Preparative Meeting established.......1732. 
Meeting moved to Lampeter.seesceecvecelT51e 
Second Meeting House built....seeeeee-1790. 
Preparative Meeting laid down.........185l. 
Meeting House) burnt: « ses stv siete w'a.cigree vee e LBBB. 
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Meeting House rebuilt..-.e.evcees hQ89. 
LOCEtLON sco 6 be od oe » -Bird-in-Hand, Pa. 
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Lampeter is an old Meeting which developed from an older Meeting call 
ed Leacock in Lancester County, Pa. The following extracts from Michener's 
"Retrospect of Early Quakerism" tells its early story:- ; 

"Hattell Vermen, Williem Evans, and several other Friends having eot- 
tled in Leacock, 

"1729.- Sadsbury Preparative meeting requested on behalf of Friends 
who live beyond Peques, to have a meeting at the house of Hettell Varman 
every sixth day of the weeks; which this meeting allows." -(New Garden 
Monthly Meeting. ) 

"In 1732 Leacock Meeting was established, by the consent of Chester 
Querter, and the following year allowed to hold a Preperetive Meeting, 
which, like the foregoing, wes e branch of New Garden Monthly Meeting un- 
til 1737, when they were erected into a Monthly Meeting." 

"1748.- 'The effair of moving Leacock Meeting-house coming under cons 
sideration, it is concluded to lay it befors the Quarterly Meeting for . 
their approbation.'" 

"1751.- ‘Leacock Friends having moved their meeting according to the 
liberty formerly allowed them, so our next Monthly Meeting is to be held 
at Lampeter, where the meet ing-house is now fixed.'" -(Sadsbury Monthly 
Meeting.) 

"1851.- ‘A minute was received from Lampeter Preparative Meeting, re- 
questing the Monthly Meeting to lay that meeting down, and unite its meu- 
bers to Sadsbury Preparative Meeting; which request was granted by this 
meeting.'" -(Sadsbury Monthly Meeting.) ay 

An interesting account of Lampeter Meeting was published in the Frionde! | 
Intelligencer, Ninth Month 22, 1888:- "The meeting-house of Friends, at 
Bird-in-Hand (Lampeter), Lancaster county, Pa., (belonging to Caln Quarter- 
ly Meeting), was destroyed by fire at an eerly hour on the morning of the: 
3lst ult. (Aug. 31, 1888). The fire is presumed to have been the work of an 
incendiary. An article contributed to the Times newspaper ef this city 
says: 'The quaintly named villege Bird-in-Hand, about six miles east of 
Lancaster, is celled from an old tavern stand, whose sign still shows the © 
man with e bird in his hand end the two in the bush near by. The local hie- 
torien telbs us that this was an old Inn from the earliest remembered times, ff 
and was the headquarters of the first surveyors of "the old road" in 1734. | | 
Four buildings, he says, have been erected successively upon the same site 
end the same cellar walls. Doubtless they have been much enlarged in 154 a 
years. ae 

‘The first Friends' meeting-house was built two years before this, in § 
1732, and not in this immediate locality. But in 1749 it was moved to a a 
more convenient spot on the great provincial road just mentioned. It was 
built: of logs. Friends occupied it until 1790, when the brick one was 
built, which was consequently one hundred years .old when it was destroyed. 
"It was built round and over the old log building, and sfter the new one A 
was erected the old one was taken out log by log. Friends wished to occu- 5 
py the same site and did not wish to disturb the weekly meetings." We 
are told by a membor that the meeting continued prosperous until the schism 
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a. of 1829, "but so large a majority remained as Friends and so few split off 


with the Orthodox thet the meeting still held its own." 

"Orthodox Friends met.in a large stone building near by, built for a 
school and for a teacher's dwelling. Their meetings were discontinued 
some years ago, and quits lately, Friends having decreased in numbers, 
meetings have not been regularly held in the brick meeting-house. 

‘One of the heirlooms, which the fire could scarcely destroy, was a 
great cast-iron stove, which was long in use in the meeting-house, hav- 
ing the date 1764 and the name W. H. Stregel. It is probable that this 
was one of the oldest stoves in existence here. One reported some years 
ago as in the Virginia House of Delegates, dated 1770, would be newer by 
six years. 

‘The graveyard at the meeting-house is not older than 1749. There are 
but few gravestones in it, for Friends at that early date did not erect 
such memorials. There is sufficient property belonging to the meeting- 
house to keep the graveyard in order forever. In money and land the 
meeting possessed several thousand dollars, and it has been suggested 
that steps should be taken to give its funds to Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ing for educational purposes. The stipulation could be made that the 
Yearly Meeting should keep the graveyard in order.‘" 

Thaddeus S. Kenderdine of Newtown, Bucks County, Pa., mentions Lam- 
peter among the mesting-houses of Caln Quarter. He wrots:- “Coming east- 
werd is Lampeter, in Bird-in-Hand village, on the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
This mesting house was burned down in 1890 (?), end in smaller dimen- 
sions was rebuilt with the original bricks. I am sorry to note that in 
spite of the disposition to keep up this religious house of Quakerism it 

was soon abandoned end its few attenders attached to Bart meeting. This 
was probably in 1842 when the Webster family moved their certificates to 
Bart. Appointed meetings are occasionally held there end the property is 
in good repair." 

Thaddeus S. Kenderdine's paper on the Meetings of Caln Quarter was 
written in 1909; and, in 1928, though closed as a "leid dow" meeting, 
Lempeter still has its occasional appointed meetings. 

Lampeter's meetings for worship appear to have continued many years 
after the laying down of the Preparative Meeting in 1851,-for, in 1874, 
Caln Quarter reported to the Yearly Meeting that the mid-week meetings 
. at Lampeter were discontinued. 

By the courtesy of Ralph W. Hershey of Gap, Lancaster County, Pac, 
the compiler of these notes enjoyed the privilege of a visit to the Lan- 
peter Friends' Meeting locality on May 31, 1931. By the roadside in the 
neat little village of Bird-in-Hand, westward from the famous old tavern 
from which the hamlet derives its name, is the small brick Meeting House 
of Lampeter Friends. It is in the best of order, though unused for meet- 
ing purposes, is well.lighted by two windows on each side, faces the 
south, has but one entrance door, and by the announcement under a front 
- window, we are informed it is the headquarters of the Boy Scouts.of Amer- 
ica Troop No. 1, Bird-in-Hend, Pa. Over the door is a tablet marked 
"Lempeter Friends Meeting House Built 1749 Rebuilt 1889." At the east 
end of the House is an old Horse Block recently repaired, for the date, 
1929, was cut in the fresh mortar. This old relic is similar to the Up- 
ping Block at Old Sadsbury, but is smaller, its slb covering being on- 
ly eight fest in length, two feet shorter then thet at ‘Sadsbury. The Bur- 
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ial Ground of Lampeter, containing only a few marked graves, and cover 
ed with a rich growth of periwinkle and long grass, is surrounded by a 
good stone wall through which a break on the north side opens to the 
old stone house, formerly the schoolmaster's dwelling, end later used 
by Orthodox Friends for their Meeting House. The family names on the 
gravestones are Conard, Cooper, Evans, Gibbons, Griffith, Lamborn, Mer- 
cer, Thomas and Wierman. In the eastern extremity of the yard is a 
small stone inscribed simply "J TH * SH llm10 * 1793" .It is 
possibly the oldest inscription in the cemetery. 
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LANCASTER. 
Meeting established... ..ccccccveeveelli5~ 
Meeting House built about...........1766. 
Meeting discontinued. -.s...e-2ees00elS02. 
Meeting finally laid down......-... 1852. 
Loc ation. cccoccevecceccseesLancaster, Pa. 
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In "A Retrospect of Early Quakerism" Dr. Ezra Michener gives an @ 
interesting account of the brief story of the Friends’ Meeting at Len- 4 
caster, Paet- tl 

"The meeting at Lencaster was established, by the consent of 
Chester Quarter, in 1755. In 1766, the Yearly Meeting recommended its ‘4 

subordinate branches to raise money ‘to enable Lancaster Friends to fin- @ 
ish their meoting-house.*" | By 

"1779.- This meeting agrees to request the advice of the Quarter- 3 
ly Meeting respecting the waste condition of the mesting-house and grave: ig 
yard at Lancaster. 

"1780.- Our Quarterly Meeting, some time past, appointed a com- 
mittee to view the mesting-house at Lancaster, who made report that, 
according to their sense, it would be best to shut up the large house, 
repair the small apartment, and fence up the burying-ground; which the 
meeting concurred with, end appointed, &c. 

"1784.- As report is made that week-day meetings are weakly at- 
tended at Lancaster, this meeting more closely enjoins it on the com- 
mittee, before appointed on that account, to take the case strictly un- 
der their notice." -(Sadsbury Monthly Meeting. ) q 

"1788.- On consideration of the subject committed to us, respect- | 
ing the repairs proposed to be done to Friends' Meeting-house in the 
borough of Lancaster, it is agreed to recommend that, for maintaining 
the reputation of Society, there be applied out of the general stock of 
one hundred pounds, to assist the Western Quarterly Meeting in repair- 
ing the said meeting-house as, or nearly as, proposed by the united 
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committee of the Meeting for Sufferings and the Western Quarter, in 
their report of the llth of fourth month last to the Meeting for Suf- 


'  ferings; which we submit to the Yearly Meeting. (Signed by twenty-one 


Friends.) -(Yearly Meeting Extract.) 

"1798.=- The case of Lancaster Meeting, by Lempeter's report, com- 
ing under consideration, from the number of Friends that have or ere 
about to remove therefrom, this meeting appoints.....in conjunction 
with women Friends, to have the care and oversight thereof. 

1802.- The committee appointed, &c., unitedly agree to report, 
that most of our number have attended there since last Monthly Meet- 
ingy.end divers of us et several times before; and after weightily 
and solidly considering the subject, are of the mind that it would be 
right to acquaint the Quarterly Meeting therewith, as we feel a tender- 
ness in expressing that it is our sense that it would be seasonable to 
discontinue thet meeting. Signed, &c. -(Sedsbury Monthly Meeting.) 

"1802.- At Caln Querterly Meeting, held 13th of fifth month, 1802, 
the following report of the committee relative to Lancester Meeting, 
being read and deliberately considered, is united with, viz: The com- 
mittee appointed to tseke into consideration the state of Lancaster 
Meeting, as represented in the report from Sadsbury, having met and at- 
tended seid meeting, and efter conferring with what members were pre- 
gent, and teking circumstances relative thereto into consideration, u- 
nenimously egree to report, as our sense, thet it will be best to dis- 
continue said meeting, and unite the members thereof to Lempeter; 
which we submit to the Quarterly Meeting. Signed, &c. -(Caln Quarterly 
Meeting.) 

"1802.- This meeting received the foregoing minute of the Quarter- 
ly Meeting, which is united with and.....are appointed to sit with 
Friends in their meeting at Lancaster, on next sixth-day, and inform 
them of the result of the Quarterly Meeting; frotfi that time that meet - 
ing to be discontinued. -(Sadsbury Monthly Meeting.)" 

, "The decline of the meeting at Lancaster, as in many other places, 

did not indicate a decline of the Society, but was owing to the removal 
of its members. The Meeting for Sufferings, in a minute of advice, sub- 
sequently issued, observes:- 'As the estate was originally obteined for 
the use and benefit of such of our religious Society as should reside 
in the borough of Lancaster, it appears incumbent to recommend that the 
gaid Monthly Meeting (Sadsbury) do always exercise a becoming religious 
care that the whole of the premises be kept in decent order; and thet 
the internal errangement of the house be so constructed or adapted to 
be suitable for the members of our Society to hold religious meetings 
in, whenever there may be an opening therefor:' and, ‘thet Friends 
there may always maintain e dilligent care and concern, that the pro- 
perty be preserved in good ordery and that the uses to which it may be 
applied be always such es to comport with our religious profession and 
principles.' -(Sadsbury Monthly Meeting.) 

"Since 1827, ‘Orthodox Friends' have assumed the entire charge of 
this property; and a correspondent writes, ‘How far the above recommen- 
dation has been complied with, may be inferred from the fact, that, a 
few years since, the Lancaster property was disposed of to the frater- 
nity of Odd Fellows, and a fantastic-looking structure may now be seen, 
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dedicated to midnight orgies, on the spot where Friends once reverently af 
met to worship the Fether in spirit and in truth. Alas, how sad to con- 4 
templates" a 

During 1909 an article appeared in the Friends' Intelligencer re- |] 
lating many points of interest in respect to the meetings in Caln ae 


"From the.ashes of passed awey Lencester Meeting comes @& reminder © 
of the feeling engendered by the Orthodox. In the early fifties they 
sold it to the Odd Fellows, who tors down the house of worship and sub- § 
stituted it with a building more suitable to their needs. A contempore- J 
ry Hicksite thus writes in comment on what he dsems a sacrilegious : 
thrensfer of resl estete, ‘and now a fantastic structure may be seen, 
dediceted to midnight orgies, on the spot where Friends once reverently 
met to worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth. Ales, how sad to con- 
templete:' The Odd Fellows afterwerds sold the property, and with the 
re-sale went the reserved rights when thransferred by Friends, such es 
for burial in the greveyerd belonging to the meeting end other privi- 
leges. It is now (1909) in private hands, end eventually ell traces of 
the Society's occupancy will be effaced." 

A visit was paid to the Lencaster Friends' Meeting locelity on the 
31st of Mey, 1931, by.the compiler of these notes of history concerning | 
Queker Meetings past and present, who wes tsken there by Relph W. Hershey ¢ 
of Gap, Lancester County, Pa., in company with his wife and deughter. 

' The progress of years has prectically wiped out ell trace of the 

Friends in Lencester. The Meeting House disappesred seventy-five yeers 
or more ago, end the "fantastic" Odd Fellows Hell that supplented it, 
so greatly to the disgust of the early Friend mentioned by Ezra Michen- 
er, has also passed away. The locetion was on the east side of South 
Queen Street, midway between Fernum end Vine Streets, and the place in 
1931 is recognized by an opening occupied by Haldy's Marble yard, @ 
collection of graveyard memorials oddly representing the spot where a 
religious sect once possessed a holding in days when Quekers disapprov- 
ed of elaborate stones, if any et ell were used, to mark the places of 
sepulchre of their departed members. Lancaster in these days of prog- 
ress, at least in the vicinity of Queen and Vine Streets, has little 
showing of antique buildings. There is an old structure at the corner 
of these two city thoroughfares that has a somewhat ancient appearence, 
and at the northwest corner of Queen and Farnum Streets is enother old 
house, that, from the style of its architecture, suggests it may have 
‘been standing when Friends assembled for worship in their Meeting House 
close by, on the opposite side of the street. 
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Meeting House built about. .+++++-1740. 
Second Meeting House built........1777. 
Preparetive Meeting established..-.178l. 
Meeting’ House burntecsccccecccees ell IO» 
Third Meeting House built.......-.1795. 
Hicksite Preparetive. laid down....1832. 
Orthodox Preparetive leid down....1838. 
Meeting discontinued before......-1845. 
HOCEGLON 6s vec co ec elelecin s -NONGCMOELs Pas 
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Nentmeel wes a Perticuler Meeting set apert in 1740 by the Quarterly 
Meeting of Chester (Concord) through the Monthly Meeting of Goshen, of 
which it wes a member until it was trensferred to the Monthly Meeting of 
Uwchlen and became attached to Caln Quarter in 1800. It beceme © Preper- 
ative Meeting in 1781. 

Futhey and Cope's “History of Chester County, Pa.," 1881, gives the 
following account of the early history of this Meeting:- 

"At Goshen Monthly Meeting, 6,20,1739, Some friends’ living in or 
near Nentmeal Proposes to have a first day & week day meeting Setled in 
a Convenient Plece for friends thereaway to meet at therefore friends ap- 
points John Williamson, Hugh Pugh, Robert Benson, Lewis Lewis, Iseasc 
Hains to go up and assist friends in thet affeir." 

"7,10.1739.- The friends eppointed to assist friends eat Nentmeal & 
thereaway in Respect of setling a meeting of worship ere Continued." 
"8,15,1739.- The friends appointed to assist friends at Nentmeel & 
'thereeway Reports that they met with the seid friends upon that account 
and thet the sd friends have not yet agreed upon,g Plece to keep & set- 
tle their meeting therefore their Case is Continued under the further 
consideration of this monthly meeting." 

"At Querterly Meeting, 12,9,1740: Goshen Monthly Meeting acqueints 
this meeting that severel Friends Inhabitants of Nentmeal and perts ad- 
jecent have proposed to have a meeting for worship settled at Nantmeal 
onthe first end fourth deys of the week which this meeting efter a con- 
siderstion had thereon do allow the seid friends to have end keep meet- 
ings for worship es above till further order." 

"Nentmeal meeting-house is mentioned 8,19,1741. The following were 
the successive overseers for this meeting for severel yeers: John Pugh, 
1741; Semuel John, Jr., Williem Kirk, John Williems, Thomas Atherton, — 
Williem Kirk, David Yarnell, end William Kirk, appointed 6511,1762, in 
place of Devid Yarnell, deceased. Simon Meredith was appointed an ad- 
ditionel overseer in 1759. The women overseers for the same period were 
Sareh Kirk, Ann John, Jrey Mary Kirk, Mary Roberts, Sibilla Kirk. 

"In 1781 e# Preparative Meeting was established here. 8,7,1777, in 
answer to the second annuel query, report was made of ‘One new Meeting 
house built at Nerntmeal near the old one.' In 1795 the members were ox- 
cused from their full proportion of contributions, on account of hav- 
ing hed their meeting house burned. For many yeers past the house hes 
ceased to be used for religious purposes, and of late has been a her= 
bor for disreputable cheracters. Measures are now being taken to put 
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the property, including the greveyard, in repair, and to so preserve 
share Q 

An exemination of the Uwchlan Monthly Meeting Minute Books, now 
eat Swarthmore, Pa., made on Jan. 10, 1938, adds the following items 
of interest connected with Nantmeal Friends' Meeting. 

"Uwchlend Monthly meeting 2nd of 3 mo. 1829. Friends of Nantmeal 
having for some months past omitted to hold their preparative meetings 
in consequence of the smallnefs of their number, this meeting upon so- 
lidly considering the subject, unites in a belief thet it will be 
right for them to be encoureged to hold their preperative meetings as 
heretofore, but it is thought best thet it be held one week earlier 
then formerly." ie 

"Uwchlen Monthly meeting; 2nd of 5 mo 1831 The committee appoints aim 
ed to adjust the quotas poduced (sic)-the following report, with which » Ne 
the meeting unites. a 

‘To Uwchlen monthly meeting We the committee appointed to quote 4 
the Prepsretive meetings, report we unite in proposing thet Uwchlan pey © 
forty six cents, Pikelend forty-six and Nantmeal sight cents on the os 
dollar on all sums directed to be raised by the monthly “a 

Signed by all the conmittee 
/ 5th mo 2nd 1831 * 7 

"Uwehlan Monthly Meeting: 12th month 3d 1832 Nantmeal Preparative ss 
meeting proposes for consideration the propriety of discontinuing thet 
meeting and uniting the members thereof to one of our other preparatives, || 
John Vickers Joseph ee end George Mefsey ere appointed to unite aM 
with a committee of women's meeting in attending to the subject, and ay 
report their sence to a future meeting " ‘ll 

On 3mo. 4, 1833 the committee wes not prepared to report but on 4th ey 
Mo. lst, 1833, "The committee on the subject of Nantmeel Preparative a 
meeting reports as their judgment that the members thereof be attached oi. 
to Uwchlen Preperative meeting, with which the meeting unites." a 

“At Uwcehlen Monthly Meeting held 7th month 7th 1845 The Committee 4 
enquiring into the nature of the Trust of Friends property at Nantmeal, ‘a 
to which the resignation of Simon Meredith refers are continued, and — a 
directed to write to Simon for information-" g 

On 8m. 4, 1845 "The Committee on the trust of ventnees property | 
has written to Simon Meredith and they are continued. to report when 
prepsred." A 

At Uwchlen Monthly Meeting held 1lth mo 3rd 1845 The Committee on | 
the trust of Nantmeel property. Report,, thet upon examination of the e 
Records no trace of any deed can be found,, the subject is continued a 
till next meeting " of 

For the succeeding three Monthly Meetings "the Committee was con- { 
tinued," for evidently there was considerable difficulty in finding i 
the originel Deed for the property. However, a little more than eleven §§ 
eons later:- ‘a 

"Uwchlan Monthly Meeting held 1st Mo 5th 1857 The following commu- ~ 
nication from a committee of the representative Committee or meeting for | 
Sufferings on the subject of the Nantmeal property case was received r 
and read. (and the Committee appointed sometime back by this Meeting ‘AN 
are instructed to take further care of the subject.) It being eas follows a 

To Uwchlan Monthly Meeting of friends a 
Deer Friends We the friends appointed by the representative Cece ‘fi 
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mittee to teke into Consideration the subject forwarded from your meet- 
ing and to give such advice as in our judgment may appear best having 
examined the original Deed for the property belonging to Hast Nantmeal 
Meeting by which it appears that it can only be used for the benefit of 
‘that mesting and for no other purpose whatsoever, and being informed 
that there is no suitable friends at present belonging to that meeting 
~to take charge of the Trust. Therefore as that meeting appears to be a 
branch of Uwchlen Monthly Meeting it is our judgment that the Monthly 
Meeting should take such legal care in regard to renewing the Trust 
and all other matters connected with the welfars of the property as is 
| consistant with the advice of Counsel learned in the law, Which is sub- 
mitted, and remein your friends 

David Ellis Thomes Janney Peirce Hoopes 

Richard Moore Jon M Ogden Jno M Andrews " 

Once mors on 4th Mo. 6th, 1857 "The Committee in the case of the 

| Nentmeal property are continued to have further Care of said Such as in 
their judgment would be most beneficial " 

On 6th Month lst, 1857, the final minute concerning the matter was 
recorded:- "The Committse on the Nantmeal property Case inform that they 
have paid the necessary attention to their appointment they ere releas- 
: ed. 0 

From the drift of Pisa foregoing minutes it is evident thet Nent- 
meal Friends' Meeting for worship was discontinued either in the early 
part of 1845 or shortly anterior to that dete. 

In the Caln Quarterly Meeting Minute Book, 1800 to 1843, now in the 
fireproof at Arch Street Yearly Meeting at No. 302, Arch St., Philada., 
is the following minute recorded on 2m. 16, 1838:- "Nantmeal prepara- 
tive meeting has been discontinued & its members attached to Uwchland © 
preparative; the meetings for worship continued as heretofore 

Thaddeus S. Kenderdine of Newtown, Bucks County’, Pa., in his inter- 
esting notes about the meetings of Caln Quarter, gives the following re- 
miniscence of Nantmeal:- “More pleasant to relate is an incident con- 
nected with Nantmeal, a Preparative of Uwchlan Monthly Meeting. When 
the Separation came in 1827, in Nantmeal it was but a simple division. 
The affiliations with the disrupted bodies did as they were directed, 
but in as mild and inoffensive way as was possible and still be called 
Orthodox and Hicksite. For years, after 1831, at least, and perhaps 
later, as data are difficult to get after the members are as dead as 
their meeting places, the two sects occupied their meeting house as of 
old, but using the separate ends, with the shutters open. Should a 
minister feel called on to speak from either portion, those of a dis- 
tant belief listened respectfully; and why should they not? for they 
were friends and neighbors, and perhaps husbands and wives or brothers 
and sisters, although I cannot believe that Nentmeal got that far in 
division. But st their business meetings they were necessarily separ- 
ated, and finally a widening came on until a new meeting became neces- 
sary for the Orthodox, and the halcyon days of old were past. But I 
think if strange preachers had not come among these people they would 
haves kept on as they started until they all died out, which was not 
long after this. But let us be thankful for this little rift in the 
clouds which sombered our Society in its strength. In the decadence 
at Nentmeal the Orthodox died first, but there was one of them staunch 
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to the last, Peter Meredith, who showed his Welsh intentness by sitting 
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flone in his meeting house, when all the rest were scattered by death 
and removal, until death called him away to the handy graveyard from 
his lonely First-day and Week-day vigils; where, ‘after life's fitful 
fever all sleep well,’ whether 'Hicksite, Wilburite, or Gurneyite,' or 
those who claim under the name of 'Primitive' to be the only true fol 
lowers of George Fox." 

The little village of Nentmeal, Chester County, Pa., where the 
Society of Friends held a mesting for worship for more then a century, 
is located in a section of the state where rocky soil and stone walls 
are no rareties in a farming district, quiet and Quaker-like in seen- 
ing, it nestles in a pretty valley with some of its houses built on 
the northern hillside, somewhat above the lowest level of the valley. 

Although formerly a commnity of Quekers, in 1930 all that is of 
Friendly interest centers in e small wall-inclosed Burial Ground on 
opposite side of the road to the public school-house. This cemetery is 
entered by one }ittle gateway, not wide enough to admit vehicles of 
any kind, and is surrounded by a substantial stone wall. There are not 
many marked graves, and some are sunken, while a rank growth of peri- 
winkle (vinca minor) running wild in the northeast corner, and a tangle 
of herbege of varied character is general all about the resting places of 
the dead. The names there to be read on the tombstones are Guest, Hawley, 
Hugan, Meredith, Rooke and Townsend, but that of Guest is the most fre- 
quent. One little marble is in memory of "Phebe wife of James Guest died i 
February 1831 aged 36 years." There are a few unlettered field-stones 
near the eastern wall, near the gateway leading to the Meeting House a 
Yard, where some noble trees still shade the spot where the house of pe | 
worship once stood. It was torn down and the wall between the yard and 
the road is much dilepidated and the two iron gates are ancient and a. 
rusted. : 
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Pikeland Meeting later known as Kimberton. | on 
Meeting established. os.ccencces eoeveve ealysSysh- f 
Preparative Meeting established......1802. " 


Kimberton Boarding School set up./...1817. 
Kimberton School closed..sseeoeeeree +1850. 
Preparative Meeting discontinued.....1856. a 
Meeting discontinued..ccccererecceee el B64. 
Location. .cescesseoceceeeeeeeKimberton, Pa. og 
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Pikeland Township, in two sections, East end West, is in the north- 
eastern part of Chester County, Pa., and borders on the Schuylkill Riv- 


eae ers Se 


Phe ued is ' 5 iat 4 
A” dined Yd betedtee wrew Ines ott Lia meniwisenvod antteem aiduak | 
he pox Gueyeveng badd edd ot yowe ante befdes diaeh (tion <«f Riga: 
em feteit eretty yette* ,etedw taligty yabedeet bac ysbu dest ylenok @ kl 
Ey ‘ethyewiwt 1 petiqeditw petieda it’ sortteriw ‘yifleow qoele {fs t6Ve ma 
stot eirsd Yiao ett ed of ‘evidtotsT (Io cman en! rabsy mialo odw eronty ae 

Mi) “20% eg10eD to atowoks “ 


2 ° 


(ett etenw aT eyinuod sefaad® efeewtnsd to epolity elttil edt» 
fa putas @ madd exom sot qitetow ot guiteesn a bhfed abselit to ytet 08 yi, 
, afiew otrete boo [koe yAso1 eierw etate ett to noltoes & nk betgoel ek (ay 
ib gaime? a ai aettets1 Of) 018) uae 
wo $Lied eeavort eft to emoe dtiw yeliav ytterq « st aclioen sh cgntk-.), 
wyeliay eft to fovel teewol eit evods tarwemos ~ebiellid mrediron e0g \ 
4o ak fat? Ife O€CL wk ,etedesu> To yt inuamee 8 yxemrot dguod tia 
wo bavoyw® Lata beeofenk-Liew [lem s mk ereineo feoredtal elbsektt . 
Eiy gt wretemes efit ,eavon~Soodes otidug edt ot baer edd ‘to ebte otlaoqqe ge” 
ee Yo peioitey tiehke of dywone obby ton yawetag eftd2f ono yd . 
ae gon ora orOdT Liew enote fettustadus # yd bebewonxwe ef doe cbald ws 
Oh req to dtwory anat 4 elttw ,weima otf emo. bia .neverg bedram, YRSM» ae 
Be oigaed o bas ) ytemIOe seaeditom ett ot bilw gidemern (tonto sosiv) efamie. = 
Bit, sacsiq gattaes ett. twods Ife Lereney at 1etomsio botiev lo egedied tog 
Ri veins ,eauD ere aehdtedmot ett no baer ed of ered semen otT He 
fe -o1t seom add el Seen’ Io fad dud .bneenmwoT bag siooi eitibereM «negwH 3! 
i beib taewd wemet to etiw edodd” to yromem of ef eidram el stil end, «dies a 
E sonody-Sfdtt borettoint wet seis exedT “sawmey ee Dea* LE8Ll yiawndeT 
eevol yotteotf att of gnibael yawaten ed? se0n’< lige metese ett sae ha 


40 eevodt odd etedw toqe of? abais [itin eeett amon etetw «DI6T » 
bra tisy et? neowted flew ont ban mwoh mot ate SE sbocts sono, cite 
bos tnetsse ety eetay notk ond ett bre be tabiay doum et baot 


- SOB Liev cs ‘ 
VLSE.. eeaQu a 
ORB Deve rere enaw 

FCB Lewes bes * 

POOL bbe derea vine mo: 3 (eee gel 

Po | emodredmthe ++ dowd otpehidies cues emotional, 4). kl» bit awe 

tig? aed ove wae, Fee td aa VE, ie PO a wd: ek. a 

Ne. ee ak sats inyaorel tnt ae “eatin apenrihe + 

Soli ili Gio i deal 


eee al Ver! Lae ae f 
| P rea byzty 4104 &) perp % oe Te 5 ie 
“> § Oh bel O'S eed ; ee 00h ae ee Dy 2 aa 
: ) ip Kw | ely hf eae nh ne i 
zage! he! el 


a.“ 
-'s 


athe 


253 


er, just above Phoenixville. It gave its name to the Friends' Meeting lo- 
cated there, a name, however, which in later times was changed to Kimber- 
ton, this being the village in which the Meeting House was in its last 
years situated. Pikeland was a Preparative Meeting of Caln Quarter of the 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends. The story of the organization of 
the Meeting is told in the "History of Chester County, Pa.," 1881, by 
Futhey and Cope, which quotes the quaint style of the early minutes of 
Goshen Monthly Meeting in 1758, the time of the establishment of Pikeland 
Meeting: - 

"At Goshen Monthly Meeting, 1,16,1758: Application is made by Uwchlan 
in setting forth that a considerable number of ffrds ffamilies situate 
on the lower end of Pikeland & thereaways are very remote from their or 
any other ffriends meetings, and that the said ffriends are unanimously 
idesirous of having a meeting established amongst them. Therefore, we do 
appoint Richard Jones, Thomas Goodwin, Thomas Massey, Amos Yarnall, Cad- 
walader Jones, Thomas Lightfoot, & Aaron Ashbridge, to pay those ffriends 
a visit, & endeavour to inform themselves whether the proposal be likely 
to be of advantage to the cause of Truth and reputation of the Society, 
& report of their service at the next meeting." 

"2,20,1758.- The ffrds appd to visit ffriends on the lower end of 
Pikeland &c., are continued. 

"4,17,1758.- The ffrds appd to visit Pikeland ffriends seport that 

}they. have visited friends on the lower end of Pikeland, &c., according 
to order, end do find that there are eleven families of ffriends who live 
fremote from any meeting, & seem unanimous in desiring the privileges of 
having a meeting Established among them, they having also agreed upon a 
spot of Ground which we viewed & think. may well answer the purpose when 
a Title for it can be procured which they are endeavouring for. We are 
in hopes that if their request be granted it may be of advantage in @ re- 
ligious sense, as it will greatly ease them on accoufit of travelling. 
Which being considered by this meeting it is concluded to be laid before 
our next Quarterly Meeting for their approbation." 

"William Lewis, Amos Davis, Jemes Hancock, Elizabeth Lewis, and 
4+ Jene Coates were overseers of the meeting prior to 1762. In 1772 several 
Friends had removed from the neighborhood, and the meeting was small, 
and it seemed doubtful whether they could continue to hold one. Joseph 
Starr, John Meredith, William Cooper, and Jonathan Rogers were overseers 
from 1775 to 1788. In 1802-a Preparative Meeting was established, and a 
new house erected for its accommodation." 

The following minute taken from the Uwchlen Monthly Meeting records 
is also of interest as connected with the story of Pikeland:- 

"Uwchlan Monthly meeting 3d of 3d month 1825 The committee appoint- 
ed to propose a suitable time and place for this meeting to hold its fu- 
‘ture sittings, report that they have agreed to propose that the monthly 
meeting be held the first 2nd day in each month, at Uwchlend & Pikeland 
alternately. At Uwchlan in the lst month and at Pikeland in the 2nd 
which is united with " 

In the file of Friends' Intelligencers for 1887, an entertaining 
article appeared early in that year, signed modestly with the initial "L", 
that detailed the story of Pikeland Meeting in its connection with the 
once famous Kimberton Boarding School. From that article the following 
extracts have been taken:- 
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“"Pikeland Preparative Meeting was founded by English and Welsh 
Friends of the usual probity and standing of those who emigrated to Amere. | 
ice. At one time it was a large and prosperous body, consisting of a nua} 
ber of substantial families. It was a constituent of Uwchlan Monthly and 9 
Caln Quarterly Meeting. The original meeting-house and burial-ground he 
were on @ hillside about half a mile west of Kimberton. To accommodate 4 
the school, a new mesting-house was built at the latter place; and there, | 
_for upwards of forty years,.the pupils of the school attended meeting a 
twice a week. During that time, Emmor Kimber was a minister of this mesial 


efter a raiencen residence in Fallston, Maryland, where he was an accep 
ted, minister. He came to reside with his beloved and honored daughter, 4q 
Esther Lewis, widow of John Lewis, Jr., and after eight years, died, and. J 
was buried with his kindred in the graveyard of Old Pikeland meeting- a 
NOUSGeeeeveee 4 

"About the year 1864, when by death and removal, the ranks were thin+# 
ned, it became necessary to lay down the meeting. The Kimberton Meeting- 4 
house was sold, and is now (1687) occupied as a place of worship by an- | 
other denomination. The original meeting-house went to decay, and nothing @ 
is now left of Pikeland Meeting, except its ancient graveyard, first oc- | 
cupied, it is believed, about the year 1750. There is gathered a solemn 
assemblage of its departed, and there are hearts which yet cling to this |; 
spot for its association with the memory of their dearest and best. Some 
of the families who buried there are almost extinct, while others have 
established meetings in new and distinct localities; meetings which are 
lerger than the parent from which they sprang. There is no loss to the So- | 
ciety of Friends, but only to the neighborhood of Pikeland, in the lay- 
ing down of the meeting. The graveyard is still held by Trustees, born 
members of the mesting, and there is sufficient ground for the planting 
of a memorial grove of trees to keep fresh and green for another century 
or two, the spot chosen by our ancestry in the Olden Time....." 

‘Tere was once a Kimberton Boarding School of wide-spread populari- 
ty, associated with the Pikeland Friends' Meeting. From the same article 
by "L" in the Friends' Intelligencer, is the following extract concerning % 
its- . i 

"For a long period, this school was in existence as one of the ‘ 
brightest intellectual centros of Eastern Pennsylvania, drawing the pupils ¥ 
from other States as well, especially from New York, Deleware, Maryland 
and Virginia. Thousends of homes were modified by its influence, end ele~ | 
veted by the high moral tone of its instructors. Chief of these were Abi- | 
geil, daughter of Bmmor and Susanna Kimber, end her younger sisters, one © 
of whom married Thomas Janney of Newtown, Bucks Cos, end another the dis- 
tinguished Anti-Slevery orator, Charles C. Burleigh.". 

In 1909 Thaddeus S. Kenderdine of Newtown, Bucks County, Pa., writ- 
ing of the Meeting Houses of Caln Quarter, very briefly mentions Kimber- 
tons- 

"Some ten miles northeast of Fest Caln is Uwchlen meeting-house, the 
only one left of four belonging to the monthly meeting of that name. One 
of these was Kimberton, once Pikeland, from its township, where there was . 

once 8 boerding school before 1838 under Emmor Kimber. The Hicksites hold 
title to the property. The leet ne house is in being, but out of its or- 
igonal use." 
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From the Uwchlen Monthly Meeting records the following minutes treat 
of the laying down of the Pikelend Preparetive Meeting:- 

"Uwchlan Monthly Meeting held 8th Mo 4th 1856 The following from 
Pikeland preparative meeting wes read— but the consideration thereof 
is deferred till next meeting. namely Pikeland preparetive meeting in- 
forms Uwchlen Monthly Meeting that they are not able to keep up their 
mid week meetings 

Norris Maris 
Mary Speskman " 
"Uwchlan Monthly Meeting held 10th mo 6th 1856 eae again refer- 


p . ing to the subject brought up from Pikeland Preparative Meeting the fol- 


lowing named friends are sppointed in conjunction with womens committee 

to confer with friends of that meeting and report their sense thereof 

to next meeting (namely) Joseph Gordon and John Vickers.- And also to 
confer with the eforeseid friends on the propriety of altering the present 


' - arrangement of holding the monthly meeting alternately et Uwchlan end 


Pikeland so that it be held at Uwchlan all the time." 

"Uwehlan Monthly Meeting held 12th Mo lst 1856 The friends appoint- 
,,.ed in conjunction with Women's Committee to Confer with the members of 
Pikeland Preparative Meeting on the Subject brought up from that meet- 
ing Report that they met with said friends according to their appoint- 
ment and after a free intercheang of Sentiment were united in believing 
that it would be right that Pikeland Midweek meetings and also the pre- 
parative meeting be leid down and the members thereof attached to Uwch- 
len Preparative meeting. with which the meeting also unites. And they 
were also united in the belief that a benefit would erise if: the monthly 
meeting was held— permenently at Uwchlan instead of alternately at 
Pikelend and Uwchlen which upon solid Consideretion is united with by 
this Meeting and the Monthly Meeting in future be held permanently at 
Uwehian”" 

Pikeland as a Preparative and a mid-week meeting wes laid dow in 
1856, but it continued as a meeting for worship about five years longer. 
In 1861 it wes reported to the Philadelphia Yeerly Meeting that its 
meetings were altogether discontinued. 

: Hence Pikelend Friends' Meeting is one that is long past and gone; 
but in 1930 there are still some reminiscences of it to be found at 
Kimberton, Chester County, Pa., where the meeting wes located. The Meet- 
ing House, built on the summit of a hill in the old-fashioned village 

of Kimberton, is still standing though doubtlessly remodeled, having 

now pointed erched windows end doors more consistent with the present 
use of the building as the Centennial Lutheran Church. Otherwise it is 
outwardly as plain as a Quaker Meeting House; is a stone structure 
without the date of erection visible on its wells, and has its entrance 
front towards the south, facing the little wall-enclosed Burial Ground 
wherein the greves are unmarked by headstones end are covered with a 

bed of trailing periwinkle (Vince minor). However, on the north wall 

are mine marble tablets inserted, six of which ere there in memory of 
the Kimber family, viz-, "Emmor Kimber 1850 aged 75 years"; "Susanna 
Kimber 1854 aged 81 yeers"; "Semuel Kimber 1850 aged 47 y "5; "Susanne 
Deughter of Henry & Jane Kimber Aged 3 Mo. 1847"; "Gertrude Kimber 

1822 aged 85 years"; "Susen Kimber 1823 eged 15 year". Three other tab- 
lets to the left of the gate are, "Henrietta Deville 1851"; "Benjamin 
Merch died July 21,:1890 aged 80 years 3 months & 3 da."; "Livingston 
P. Merch died Feb. 10, 1882 aged 26 years 9 month 29 days.” 
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Across the carriege road north of the Meeting House is the once fe- © 
mous Kimberton Boarding School, a large building now in 1930 for the ‘a 
greater part unoccupied and looking quite antique. The following extrect 
from Futhey anf Cope's "History of Chester County, Pa.," refers to this | 
institution:- "The French Creek Boarding-School for Girls was institut- 
ed by Emmor Kimber, in 1817. The name was efterwards changed to Kimber- 
tom Boarding School, upon the establishment of a post-office of that 
name, in the village which had grown up around the school. This school 
wes taught by Mr. Kimber and his accomplished d:ughters, and wes con- 
ducted on principles somewhat different from those of most seminaries, 
there being no penal lews or rules in force. The plan of government was 
based upon the Golden Rule,- Whe Geyer ye would thet men should do to || 
you, do ye even so to them,-' and as Mr. Kimber: and hid yy 
daughters hed the feculty of governing without any visible exercise of au- 
thority, the school stood very high, wes prosperous, and had many schol- (| 
ars from other states end the West Indies. After e useful cereer of about. | 
thirty-three years the school was closed about 1850, upon the death of Mr. © 
Kimber. A school is now (1881) conducted at this plece by the Rev. J. R. 
Dimm." 


In 1930 one section of this lerge Boarding School building is eccus | 
pied as @ dwelling. Near it is a nerrow mill-race crossed by a wooden 
bridge for pedestrians and a stone erched bridge for yshicles near the 
crossing of the highweys. The general aspect of this large building at- ' 
tests to its former greatness or importance, but it stands now practical- 4 
ly as @ memorial to the deed past. aq 
A half-mile westward from Kimberton, on the left of the road, is the 
site of the earlier Pikeland Meeting House with the original Burial Ground 
Both are located et the summit of a slight elevation of ground, at the 4 
base of which was a stone. wall, now quite ruinous, with an iron gate hung | 
upon cone-pointed wooden posts. The Pikeland Meeting House was situated dl 
_to the left’ of the graveyard end commanded a fine view over the valley out- 4 
spread before it. In 1930 the spacious grounds, once a beautiful grassy. a 
lawn, in the active days of Pikeland Meeting, is a tangle of waste shrub- 
bery and grass tufts, with a profusion of wild strawberries. q 
Time and unrestrained Nature has created a protecting grove of 'Memore- | 
jal Trees", maple, linden, and others of rapid growth, that completely o- | 
ver-shadow all the graves of the buried dead resting quietly, beneath. Ev- 
en within the sacred enclosure there is a compact covering of periwinkle 
and wild lilies, in close touch with scattered brambles, embracing these q 
sepulchres of the departed members of Friends of past times. Rather poeti- q 
cel, for, in floral language, the periwinkle is significant of "sweet re- | 
membrance", the linden of "conjugal love", while the intruding brambles, 
"envy", unbidden and unwelcome, creep in always. Through the dense foli- 
ege of the overspreading branches, rare and tiny gleams of sunshine play 
here and there on the marble headstones, whereon mey be read the family 
names of Baker, Coates, Edwards, Fussell, Griffith, Pennypacker, Rees, r 
Smith, Thomas and Wells. There are a few rude unmarked field-stones in the | 
grove, and some sunken, neglected graves, like that of "Margaret Amanda 
Smith died Jan. 9, 1906." 

Upon the occasion of a second visit to Kimberton, June 3, 1930, a 
little more then two months succeeding the first visit, the compiler of 
these notes found that, during that short interval, the frame work of the 
- old wagon-sheds which stood to the left of the Meeting House, had been 
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_ torn down, with the labor still on hend at the time of this second vis- 
} it. An elderly man engaged in the work, informed the compiler that he 

- remembered the Meeting House before it was remodeled into the present 

» church. He stated the former window frames and doorway were of the plain 
oblong shape usually seen in old Friends" Meeting Houses. 
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ROBESON. 


Meeting early known as The Forest Meeting. 
ME6EINZ OTZANIZEd..orectevessepcoe tee sdlade 
Preparative Meeting established.......1741. 
Second Meeting House built....eseeeee el 788. 
Monthly Meeting established.......+.++1789. 
Hicksite Meeting discontinued......--.1841. 
Preparative Meeting laid down.....+...1856. 
Orthodox Meeting discontinued.........1872. 
Location in vicinity of .....Birdsboro, Pa. 
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In John &. Eshelman's booklet called "The Society of Friends, and 
| Their Meeting Houses, in Berks County", is this interesting reference to 
» the Robeson Meeting:- "The Meeting at Robeson was long known as ‘The For- 
f est Meeting’, being situated in the great tract of almost unbroken wood- 
). lend called 'The Forest' which extended from Flying’#ill, south, beyond 
| the Hopewell Hills. Frionds residing as far south as the Welsh mountains 
were frequently driven home by the Indians while on their way across the 
hills to attend First-day meeting. John Griffith, an eminent minister in 
the Society of Friends, from Chelmsford, England, says in his journal, 

‘ninth month, 9th, 1766—— Next day we crossed the BC ye Bc had 
meetings at the Forest, Nantmeal, Pikeland, etc.'" 

Robeson was @ Preparative and a Monthly Meeting belonging tb Celn 
Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends. As a 
Monthly Meeting it was established in 1789, but as @ meeting for worship 
it had been in existence long previous to that date. Until Caln Quarter 
was erected in 1800, Robeson was a part of Philadelphia Quarter, in which 
division it had been connected at least as early as 1741, as the follow- 
ing assertion from Exeter Monthly Meeting shows:- "The Monthly Meeting of 
Exeter granted the Friends at Robeson the privilege of holding a Prepara- 
tive Meeting, in the yaar 1741." In connection with this assertion, made 
by Michener in his “Retrospect of Early Quakerism", are the following ex- 
tracts from the minutes of Uxeter Monthly Meeting, the book containing 
them being now (1938) in the Friends' Historical Library at Swarthmore, 
Pat. 8 


"Oley Monthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek the 3lst Day of the Sth. 
Month 1740. The Friends of Robeson Township Lancaster County, fome time 
past requested to have a Meeting fettld amongst them: This Meeting doth 
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agree to join with thom in making Application to the Quarterly Meeting 
for that purpose." 

"Oley Monthly Meeting held at Oley the 28th Day of the 6th Month 
1740. The Friends appointed to attend the Quarterly Meeting report, that 
the Request of the Friends of Robeson Township was granted: And, this 
Meeting appoints Anthony Lee, Thomas Hllis, Ellis Hughes, James Boone, 
Robert Penrofe and Lawrence Pearfon to Choofe a Place to build a Meeting 
House on: and make Report to nbxt Meeting." 

"Oley Monthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek the 25th. Day of the 7th 
Month 1740. The Friends appointed to Choofe a Place to build a Meeting 
House report, that they met, & agreed upon a Place granted by the Propris | 
etor for that purpose." i 

“Oley Monthly Meeting held the 27th Day of the 6th Month 1741 The 
Friends of Robefson Meeting having some time past Requested to have a 
Preparative Meeting, this Meeting grants their Request " 

"ixeter Monthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek the 25th. Day of the 
llth. Month 1749/50 This Meeting appoints Ellis Hughes and James Boone 
to Inquire into the Cause of Robefon Friends neglecting attending this 
and laft Meeting." 

"Exeter Monthly Meeting held the 22nd Day of the 12th Month 1749/50 
At this Meeting several of the Friends from Robefon Meeting appeared & 
Signified thet through Infirmity & Difficulty they were hindersd from at- 
tending at the two Meetings lest past, but were in hopes to be Cereful 
for the future." 

"Exeter Monthly Meeting held the 28. of 4mo. 1784 The School within 
the Verge of Robinson Preperative Mtg. is kept by Valentine Cerbery who 
inclines to go to our Meetings, has about 20 Scholars, which afford him 
a Salary of about 34 pr Ann. School established there upon a better Plan, 
& nearer the Direction of the Yearly Meeting " 

All the records of Robeson Meeting are presefved in the care of Or- 
thodox Friends in the Yearly Meeting's fireproof at No. 302 Arch Stree}, 
Philadelphia. There is a brief mention of this Meeting in Morton L. Mont- 

gomery's "History of Berks County, Pa.," 1886, where it is stated:- 
"Robeson Township had been known as a district before the erection 
of Lencester County, in 1729, whilst its territory was a part of Chester 
County.....-Andrew Robeson became a proprietor of land in this section 
es early as 1718.....Andrew Robeson was a Swede, a man of large wealth 
and of great social and political influence. His prominence was worthy a 
special testimonial to perpetuate his memory, and this was appropriately 
given to him by naming a township after him. Besides the Robesons, some 
of the earliest settlers of this district were the following Friends: 
Gains Dickinson, John Scarlet, Peter Thomas, John Hugh, William Hugh, 
"dward Hugh, William Morris, John Webb, Joseph Webb, Benjamin Webb and 
Samuel Webb; and associated with them were Mordecai Ellis, Thomas Ellis, 
George Boone, John Boone and Thomas Boone, who had settled on the other 
side of the Schuylkill. 

"Friends' Meeting House, near the central part of the township, is 
a large sandstone building, fast going to decay. The graveyard is inclos- 
ed with a stone well, which is still in good condition. Some of the first 
settlers of Robeson were Friends, and they had a very early meeting house. 
They also attended the meetings in Exeter and Reading. The active moemn- 
bers were John Scarlet, Isaac Bonsal, John Williams, William Morris, Ju- 
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| deh Thomas, Benjamin Scarlet and Enos Morris. The committee of Philadel- 
| phia Quarterly Meeting, to which they were attached, said, in their re- 
» port, after one of their visits to Robeson: ‘We found more Friends there 
» than we had expected, who appeared devoted to the cause of truth.' For 
q a long term of years the meetings were held with regularity, but owing 
| to the reduced numbers of members, they were discontinued in 1872, and 


j the property, containing about twenty acres, was sold to Jacob Kurtz, ex- 
- cepting the greveyeard, which was reserved as ® permanent place of inter- 


: ment for such as might choose to use it for that purpose. Some of the de- 
| scendants of the Friends are still among the citizens of the township, 
| but do not adhere to the faith of their fathers." 

The following is a later note concerning Robeson Meeting made by 

Thaddeus S. Kenderdine, obtained from the Friends’ Intelligencer, Elev- 
- enth Month 20, 1909:- "Near the Schuylkill, in southeastern Berks, is 
- Robeson. The house, still standing, has been sold, and is used as a-ten- 
ent house. Bradford monthly meeting (Orthodox) holds the title to the 
graveyard, and keeps it in order. A recent photograph shows a ruined 

condition of the premises." 

The Friends' Intelligencer, 8mo. 6, 1898, printed a clipping sent 
to the Journal, which wes duly supplimented with remarks by the editors:- 
“Another instance closes with the death of Sallie Dickinson, 72 years, at 
Robeson, Berks county, whose demise has just occurred. She was the last 
member of what was forty years ago a large congregation of Friends. All 
but she has since died or moved away, and the church property converted 
into a farm." 

Editors’ remarks:- "Such cases should be cared for in time. It is 

@ grave reproach upon us that adequate ‘timely eare' is not always tak- 
en to preserve for Society uses the property of extinct meetings. There 
are other instances of the kind, we believe, that should have attention. 
According to Dr. Michener's work, ‘Retrospect of Wafly Quakerism", & pre- 
parative meeting was allowed at Robeson by Exeter Monthly Meeting, in 
1741, and leter in the century it was made a monthly meeting. In 1800, 
when East Caln Quarterly Meeting was established, (now Celn Quarterly 
Meeting), Robeson was deteched from Philadelphia Quarter and joined to 
| it. The meeting-house, we are told, is still standing in charge of the 

Friends of Arch Street Yearly Meeting. No meetings have been held there 
, by either branch of the Society, for many years. Our friend, Isaac N. 
_ Wells, who when a boy was a member at Robeson, says there was much un- 

‘willingness to permit any separation, (in 1827) and for some time they 
continued meeting together. J. M. Truman ssys, ‘I heave also been told 
the seme about Exeter Monthly Meeting end its brenches.'" 

From another authority is derived:the following:-:"The sandstone 
edifice was erected in 1788 but the records show that prior to this the 
Friends worshipped in a log meeting-house on the same site. The congre- 
gation was organized in 1735 there being but one other congregation of 
Friends in Berks at that time, at Exeter formed in 1725. The mesting 
house at Berne was organized in 1745, and the one in Maidencreek Town- 
ship in 1759, the latter building. The congregation (Robeson) was active 
up until 1872 when the property wes sold to Jacob Kurtz with exception 
of the graveyard. The substantial sandstone wall surrounding the Burial 
Ground is in good condition. The last burial in the tract was thet of 
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Elias Hartz of Reading famous as the goosebone man who died fifteen 
years ago. The inscriptions on old stomes indicate that some of the 
earlier worshipers were descendants of Mordecai Lincoln, great-great-— 
grandfather of President Lincoln. One of the stones is placed at the 
grave of Maria Lincoln, wife of Samuel Lincoln who died in 1848." 

(NOTE.- Mordecai Lincoln and his brother Abrsham emigrated from 
Monmouth County, N.J., about 1768, to Pennsylvania, and later to Vir- 
ginia. It is asserted that Abrahem Lincoln, not Mordecai, was the an- 
cestor of the Martyr President.) 

The early Friends were very judicious in selecting locations for 
their Meeting Houses. Although Robeson Meeting House was originelly in 
a central position in a Quaker settlement, in 1931 it hes no members of 
the persuasion in its neighborhood. The long one-story House wés erect- jj 

‘ed on a high elevetion of ground facing southward, overlooking a velley % 
to the east, south and west. The public road epproeching from the south § 
perts in front of the Meeting House, one branch leeding some eight miles ‘Wj 
to Reading, the other to Birdsboro, five miles distant. A few megnificr.1, 9 
ent old oaks grow ebout the plece, one at the parting of the roed being 4 
especislly of grest age end size. But the Robeson Meeting House, still 
standing on October 4, 1931, when the compiler of these notes was tak- 
en there by Ralph W. Hershey of Gep, Pa., is no longer a place of wor- 
ship, end has lost all its former Meeting House sppesrance. The windows 
and door at the back have been filled in with stone teken from the up- 
per geble ends, while the front, or south side, has been entirely alter- | 
ed. A window et eech end of the house seems to look as it did when the © 
building was used by Friends. The stone-work plainly indicates the two. 
ends of the structure were erected at different times. All the intorior 
has been torn out end altered to suit the building for farm purposes; - 
the old benches were destroyed by axe end fire, excepting one, however, 
which is yet in the dwelling of the present ownér of the premises. | 

At the rear of the House is the lerge Buriel Ground surrounded by 
a strong end well preserved stone wall. A stone marked "S.. S.' is mason- 
ed in the wall beside the entrance gete. The graveyard is well filled 
end @ great meny greves ere marked with brown field-stones besring no 
dates, although quite a number have initiels on them. On-the verious 
tombstones of later days are seen the names of Dickinson, Evans, Fawkes, | 

Hartz, Kene, Lewis, Lincoln, Morris, Peirce, Riter, Scarlet and Scarlett, 4 
the predominating names being Scarlet, Morris and Lewis. a 

Prominent among the memorial stones are those at the graves of "Sar 9 
rah Dickinson Born March, 1824, Died July, 1698," last member of Robeson 4 
Meeting; "Maria Lincoln who died Aug. 6, 1848, aged 45 yeare Tmo. and 23 
days;" and "Klias Hartz, Born Nov.5, 1815, Died May 10, 1907." 

In looking through the minutes of Uwchlan Monthly Meeting, January | 
10, 1938, the compiler of these notes culled the following in reference —} 
to the discontinuance of the Robeson Meeting of the Hicksite brench of iq 
Friends:- 

"Uwchlan Monthly meeting; 2nd mo. 7th 1842 The following list 
of members late of Robeson monthly meeting (which has been laid down by 
the querterly meeting et the request of said members) wish to be Joined 
to this meeting, viz. 
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Isaec Wells | Ellen B Lewis 
Sareh Wells . Levi Lewis, son of Thos & El- 
Hannah Wells len Lewis 
Ruth Anna Wells Josieh Lewis 
Issac Wells Junr. Elizebeth Lewis 
Ann Cox Joseph Lewis, Elizabeth Lewis 
Martha N Cox - & Mary Lewis, minor children 
Joseph Cox 5 of Josiah & Elizabeth —— 
William Cox Elijeh Lewis and Hanneh J 
Mark James Cox Lewis his wife. and their 
Catharine Scarlet Senr four minor children viz 
Cetharine M. Scarlet Elizabeth Lewis 
Levi Scarlet Rebecce Lewis 
Joseph Scarlet Martha Ann Lewis 
Mary J. Scarlet Richard Lewis 


Thomas Lewis 
They are accepted- and the following friends are appointed to unite with 
women committees (if the appoint one) to pay them a visit end report to 
next or a future meeting viz George Mafsey, Mordecai Lee and Emmor Kim- 
ber " 
#*See Addenda P. 277 for further information. 


dia epicmtara ata atata iid an aca 
ROMANSVILLE. 


The Hicksite development. from Bredford Meeting. 
Meeting established at Marshallton.,......1827. 
Meeting House builteccccceeccceccceceecee L846. 
Moved from Marshallton to Romansville.....1846. 
LOCOCLONG sce esos s svounees see sROMENGVILIOs FO- 
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Romansville, in Bradford Township of Chester County, Ps., formed 
the Hicksite meeting of Bradford, e Monthly Meeting of Celn Quarter of 
Philadelphia Yearly fleeting. But Ezra Michener of New Garden, briefly 
states in his "Retrospect of Early Quekerism"s- 

"The meeting at Romansville was first set up by indulgence of Brad- 
ford Monthly Meeting, in the year ----~ . In 1846 the Monthly Meeting 
began to be held there in alternste months.” 

Another brief mention of Romansville Meeting wes made by Futhey 
and Cope, in their "History of Chester County, Pe.," 1881, thus:- "Af- 
ter the division of 1827 the Orthodox Friends retained possession of 
Bredford meeting-house, end the others built on an adjoining lot; but 
after some years this property wes sold, and about the yeer 1846 @ 
house was erected neer Romensville as being more centrel." 

Bracford's meetings of Hicksite Friends appear to heve continued 
meny years after the "Separetion." In 1890 it was reported to the Phil- 
adelphie Yeerly Meeting held at Fifteenth and Race Streets, that Brad- 
ford's meeting for worship wes still kept on "the first First-dey of 
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eech month eat 10% o'clock A. M." In 1909 Thaddeus.S. Kenderdine of 
Newtown, Bucks County, Pa., writing of the various meetings in Caln 
Quarter, in a few lines, spoke of Romansville:- "Some five miles oast 
of Christiana is Romansville. The meeting house and shedding are .in 
fair condition. A meeting is occasionally held here under the care of. 
Concord Friends who heve the liberty of holding services in the Alms- 
house, & mile away, the last First-dey on each month." 

Agein on Second Month 19, 1930, Herbert P. Worth of West Chester, 
Pa., wrote concerning this meeting:~- "The meeting house of our branch 
of Friends corresponding to the Orthodox house at Marshellton, is also 
located on the Strasburg road about three miles farther west at the 
village of Romensville. It was built after the Separation and after 


the ‘Hicksite' Friends hed for a rather brief time used a building ad- a 


jacent to the Mershallton meeting-house and which hes entirely disap- 


peared. The Romansville building is a small brick structure with quite Ff 


spacious grounds and burial ground. Meeting for worship is still held 
there once a month during the summer time. This meeting is within the 
limits of Caln Quarterly Meeting." 

Seven years later, October 29, 1937, in response to an inquiry 
made, the following note was received from Herbert P. Worth of West 
Chester, Paes- 

"Throughout the summer season Firstdey morning meeting for wor- 
ship is held once @ month regulerly at Romengville meeting-house. The 
building and grounds are all maintained in good condition. 

Sincerely, Herbert P. Worth." 

_ The compiler of these records visited the Romansville locality 
on April 15, 1930. By a long walk of two and a half miles across the 
hills of Bradford Township from Thorndale, the little brick Friends' 
Meeting House at Romensville is reached. The House and all its sur- 
roundings, excepting the graveyard wall, in 1930,are in an excellent 
state of repair, showing the interest of careful ownership. The neat 
structure starids by the edge of a little grove of evergreens and me- 
ples, faces the south with its beck to the public highway, and has 
its front completely overgrown with ivy, through which its windows 
and its doors, two in number, one to the Women's, the other to the 
Men's end of the building, peep cheerfully. Because of the luxuriant 
growth of ivy, and the rough-cast plastering at the back, very few of 
the bricks are visible. There is no date-stone to testify the time of 
the erection of Romansville Meeting House, but within its unpainted 
wood-work, now rendered shining and satin-like by the passage of time, 
and the old-fashioned shutters separating the two assembly rooms, all 
attest to its age of eighty odd years, for the house was built in 
1846. 

Across the spacious grounds to the southward and east, is the 
Burial Ground with its short length of crumbling wall on two side of 
it. There, amid the box, yew and larger shade trees, is a cluster of 
marked graves, many of which bear the names of members of the Worth 
femily. Other family names to be read are Baily, Baldwin, Bane, Con- 
ner, Clerk, Dowdall, Herlen, Hervey, Hayes, Hoopes, Jefferis, Lewis, 
Mersh, Moore, Patterson, Pugh, Romens, Sherry, Swayne, White, Wick- 
ersham and Wilson. The most pretentious merble in the yard, is a long 
triple headstone marked 
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WELLS . 
Williem R. Lydia M William T. 


1880-19 1846 - 19 1845 = 1928 


AR 
SADSBURY. 


Meeting organized......e sevevee coeeell 24. 
First Meeting House built....-+..-..-1725. 
Monthly Meeting established........-1737. 
Second Meeting House built.....--++el747. 
House abandoned for Christiana......1902. 
Bi-centennial anniversary...........1924. 
Location neareeceeeeseeeeeChristiane, Pa. 
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Samuel Smith relates thet "In the year 1724, Samuel Miller and Andrew 
Moore made applicetion, on behsif of themselves and their friends settled — 
at Sedsbury, for liberty to build a meeting-house, which being granted by 
the Quarterly Meeting, they built one in 1725, which goes by the name of 
Sadsbury Meeting." 

This became a Monthly Meeting in 1737 in Chester (Concord) Quarter of | 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, with which it continued until the Western 
Quarter was established in 1758, when it became a part of the newly made 
Quarter, and remeinéd there until 1800, when it was again transferred to 
another newly created Quarter called Caln. The following extract from the 
minutes of Sadsbury Monthly Meeting treats of its establishment:- 

"As Friends increased, and spread themselves back in the uncultivated 
woods, it became necessary to have meetings settled at suitable places for 
worshipping the Divine Being; and, in process of time, the meetings of 
Sadsbury and Leacock were settled for that service.- the respective members 
thereof being a branch of New Garden Monthly Meeting; and as they increased, 
this difficulty of attending their Monthly Meeting likewise increased, and, 
judging themselves in a capacity to hold a Monthly Meeting, made a request 
to their said Monthly Meeting held at New Garden, the 24th day of the sev- 
enth month, in the year 1737, to have a Monthly Meeting settled among them. 
Which said meeting took it into consideration, and, at their next Monthly 
Meeting, sent the request to the ensuing Quarterly Meeting, held at Con- 
cord the 14th day of the ninth month, for their approbation; which meet- 
ing, after consideration thereof, allowed the said Friends, members of 
Sedsbury and Leacock Particular Meetings, liberty of holding a Monthly 
Meeting on the first: second-day of the week in every month until further 
orders, and to be called by the name of Sadsbury Monthly Meeting...+++.- 

In consequence whereof, the said Friends of Sadsbury and Leacock Partic- 
ular Meetings met at their meeting-house at Sadsbury, in the county of 
Lancaster, in the twelfth month following, and held their first Monthly 
. Meeting." 
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Dr. Ezra Utohenor®: in his "Retrospect of Barly Quakerism" continues OM 
the history of Sadsbury by stating:- "The Monthly Meeting was held alter- 
nately at Sadsbury and Leacock until 1751, when the meeting-house and 
meeting were removed from Leacock to Lampeter, and the name of the meet- 
ing changed. Thenceforward the Monthly Meeting was held alternately at 
Sadsbury and Lampeter till 1840; from which time it circulated at the 
three places until 1854, when it was withdrewn from Lampeter, and held 
alternately at Sadsbury and Bart." 

Thaddeus S. Kenderdine of Newtown, Bucks County, Pa., visited the a 
Sadsbury Meeting House in 1909, and thereupon wrote an interesting account f 
of the place, which was published in the Friends’ Intelligencer in the Bore 
enth Month of that year. The following extracts are from that writing:- oe 

"Sadsbury is a part of Caln Quarter, and with Bart forms a constituent | 
of a monthly meeting, which in turn mekes the Quarter numerically a single ‘i% 
ending of what were once four monthly meetings and seventeen particular § | 
meetings, the history of which is of interest. Caln Quarter was establish-— 
ed in 1800 by the authority of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, to be compos- 
ed of the Monthly Meetings of Bradford, Sadsbury, Uwchlan and Robeson. The J 
first of these was set up in 1737, end comprised Bradford and Caln Meetings, 4 
Bradford Particular Meeting was, with East Caln, the first established 
within the limits of Caln Quarter, and was then known as ‘The Forks of 
Brandywine.' Bradford was laid down in 1856, and East Caln is out of oex- 
istence except as a place to hold Quarterly Meetings once a year. Romans- 
ville, once a part of this Monthly Meeting, wes set up in 1846, end was a 
section of Bradford with which it alternated as a combined Monthly Meet- 
ing. It is no more, as are its constituents. These were West Caln, set up 
in 1756, Downingtown, in 1811, and laid down before 1856, snd Cambridge, 
1811-1852. Sadsbury Monthly Meeting was set up in 1737 by Concord Quarter, 
the Particular Meeting by the same Quarter in 1724, Semuel Miller and An- 
drew Moore heading the application. It was the largest of the Monthly 
Meetings and was composed besides of East Sadsbury, 1820-1858; Bart, 
1820; Columbia, 1728, laid down after 1856; Lancaster, 1755-1852; Lea- 
cock, now Lampeter, 1732-1851; Hast Sadsbury, 1820-1858; Sadsbury as a 
_ Particular and Monthly Meeting still remains. Columbia was once known as 
Hempfield from its township. 

"Uwchlan Monthly Meeting im-northeast Chester County, was establish- 
ed by Concord Quarterly Meeting in 1763, and was composed of Uwchlan, 
17203; Nentmeal, 1750; Kimberton, (formerly Pikeland), 1762-1857. There ° 
was en indulged meeting at Pughtown, unmentioned by Dr. Michener in his 
records. (When not further explained the above date mean the start end 
finish of the meeting.) 

"Of Robeson Monthly Meeting there are no records, except that it 
was grented by Exeter Monthly Meeting as a Preparative in 1741. It was 
leid down before 1856. It was on the southern borders of Berks and was 
named from its township. Exeter belonged to Philadelphia Quarter. 

"Such is a brief summary of the former condition of Caln Quarter; 
its western boundaries on the Susquehanna, its eastern neer the Schuyl- 
kill, its northern at Robeson, in Berks, its southern at Romansville, 
south of the Pennsylvania Railroad. It is impossible to note the rise 
end fall of these meetings without a feeling of sadness, for we cannot 
lay the decadence of Friends in these parts to their not keeping to the 
weys of the world, when the Mennonites and those of like creed, plainer 
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and less progressive even than ancient Friends, grow in number and are 
/ working their way south over territory once thronged with our people, 
/ buying farm after farm in their peaceful march from religious outlend- 
ers. Some of the mssting houses mentioned are standing, though desert- 
ed, like Lampeter and Old Sadsbury, and in good condition from being 
kept up by the Jeanes fund, with nothing but their graveyards and occa- 
sional eppointed meeting to give them a religious holding. Others are 
changed to dwellings or effaced altogether, with the exception of their 
foundation walls, and the nearby mortuary enclosures where ‘slesp the 
rude forefathers’ who once there foregathered, they who for so long 
end faithfully ‘kept their meetings'. The weekly religious gatherings, 
the family visits, the Monthly Meeting, the more important ‘Quarter- 
lies', when there were assemblages from far and near, and when hospi- 
tality of the sincerest and most lavish kind was dispensed, are of the 
far past. Some of the descendants of these worthy people have moved a- 
wey to take up their meeting duties elsewhere, others have grown in- 
different or joined other socisties. But the many, with 

‘Their dreb coats turned bluse 

And their thee changed to you,' 

and the First-day and First-month to terms of the world: 
‘Vain the sufferings of yore 
That-their ancestors bore; 
The sceffold, the jail and the tongue-abuse hurled.' 

But, as mentioned, two of the meetings ere still kept up and may they 
be centers from which will spread out an area of Friends as broad as 
when Caln Quarter was at its bast. 

"Sadsbury meeting house and its surroundings are interesting. The 
building itself is peculiar in shape, being square, with one of its 
divisions opening in the side, the other in the end, the first the 
Women's, the last the Men's, and the roof from the four eaves coming 
to a peak, like a barreck; the architecture being ‘éntirely out of the 
conventional Friendly lines. The location, a lonely one, is on rising 
ground, some two miles northward from Christiana, on a farm belonging 
to the meeting. Until lately there was a grove of timber thereon. This, 
with its commending situation and the abundance of good water which 
could be brought here by gravity, was considered an inducement for the 
George School here, further increased by the offer of enough ground to 
make the tract 112 acres. The distance, however, from the geographical 
center of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, overcame these advamtages, end 
the School came to Newtown.....Though deserted as © place of worship, 
Sadsbury Friends are going to preserve the property as a permanent 
lendmark of the large gatherings once grouping here. It is noticeable 
that the memorial stones in the cemetery are not in conformance with our 
rules of discipline, their height and variance with those of ordinary 
enclosures of the world's people's dead. Reminders of the old times 
when horseback riding was common are seen in two horse-blocks, one of 
which is in good repair. The top is a single flagstone ten feet long 
resting on colums, the other fallen to ruins. It is hoped it will be 
restored in the general repairs going on. 

"The first meeting house of logs was built in 1725, on a hill near 
the spring east of the present building, which was erected in 1747. A- 
bout 1777 this was burned so as to require rebuilding, and a few years 
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leter the one replacing it caught fire during meeting time, destroying r 
the fittings in the second story, which were not replaced in the repairs | 
following the fire. It is related that Semuel Sellers, who had e store | 
near the meeting house when the Pennsylvania Railroad was building, 
stored several hogsheads of liquor in the cellar. The doorway leading 
thereto was too narrow for the bulges of these contsiners of concentra- 
ted rye and apples to pass through and the jambs were hewn out for their 
relief, which is yet plainly-in evidence. As the cellar of Green Street 
Meeting was at one time used for the same purpose, it will not do for 
us living along the Delawsre to throw stones Sadsbury-way. 

"The first Querterly Meeting held here was in 1800, the next meet- 
ing being at Caln with which it thereafter sltsrnated. The last place 
in time lost its standing, so that the meeting is held here but once a | 
yeer, the last time there being but sixteen persons present. Caln is not |) 
now @ place of worship. Among the ministering Friends once appearing in | 
Sadsbury Monthly Meeting were James Jackson, one of the Friends prose- 
cuted for high treason for his alleged part in the Christiana Riots, 
Levi Costes, Rachel Sharpless, Thomes Whitson and the Websters, who must | 
be spoken of collectively as a family, showing a father, mother and six 
children out of seven as having the gift of preaching. The children were 
Chalkley, George, Jesse, Lukens, Edith and Elizabeth. But one of these, 
Lukens, now of Germantown (1909), is living, as is Williem, who I think 
never appeared in the ministry. I doubt if there is another instance of 
a family showing such an array of preachers. The family were originally 
members of Lempeter Meeting, whence they moved to the limits of Sadsbury | 
in 1842. While Sadsbury Meeting House is no longer in the occupancy of 
Rifends. the congregation is still in being. As Mehomet went to the 
mountéin when he found thet the movement could not be reversed, 60, when 
the body of Sedsbury Friends found their eattendence decreesing from. the 
desertion of ferm for tom life, they counselled’together, end, with the 
reluctent consent of those who clung to: their: old: réligious: homes. from 
sentiment or neerness of residence, the decision ceme thst there should 
be a place of worship built in the Borough of Christiana, two miles away, % 
end leave their shrine end that of their forefathers for generations 
back in quiet loneliness with its dead." g 

On June 17, 1924, the two-hundredth anniversary of the founding was | 
celebrated within the walls of Old Sadsbury Meeting House, where a large | 
gethering enjoyed the progrem of the day. But the old building could not 
withstand the weight of the people there assembled, the timbers gave way | 
end e pert of the floor sunk about three feet. But no panic ensued, no | 
one was seriously hurt and the eudience removed to the plaza end contin- 
ued the interrupted exercises there. The proceedings of the day were re- 
ported to the West Chester Local News, from which article the following 
quotation is derived:- a 

"Promptly at 2 o'clock the people gathered egain in the old mweting | 
nouse, which was being used egain after many years of retirement, in fav- 
or of the modern house of worship at Christians, end the assemblage of a 
the morning hours wes augmented by the noonday errivels until every seat | 
was filled and cheirs were placed, while many others stood, end still 4 
they came. Seated in the speakers' gallery were three folks who typified ¥ 
the spirit of the long ago. In plain drab bonnets, silk shawls of ‘drab 
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of creem cashmere silk, were Lucy Brinton Phillips of Pomeroy, in a 
brown dress, white figured silk undershewl end bonnet: Eleanor Chand- 
ler, of Christiene, in a dress of her grest aunt's, with drab bonnet 

end silk shawl, and Welter L. Moore, of Drexel Hill, wearing ‘the Whit- 
son het;'of yellow beaver skin, which was worn by his Whitson ancestor 
seventy-five years ego or more, and who died before the Civil War. 

With this setting for a background, en octette of sweet-voiced singers 
from the Glee Club of the Philedeiphie ‘Young Friends’ Association, 
Joined in the sweet strains of 'A Song of Long Ago.' The song was tak- 
ing its delightful course when a discordent voice, like the voice of 
protest from the spirit of the departed owners of the costumes, who 

had set upon the seme benches, egainst the first music ever rendered, 

it is said, at meeting within those wells, announced the crash of oak- 
en timbers and after a startling minute or two of steady splitting and 
cracking, the floor in one side of the room settled into a hole about 
three feet deep. Into it slid chairs and people, and the sturdy bench- 
es were standing at ea most unseemly angle. A ladder in the cellar under- 
neath sustained the floor until the people coitild be hélped' to sefe foot- 
ing, end casualties were limited to e few scratches. Sweetly the singers 
continued to sing on, and the even manner of a well-trained throng of 
people stood there in greet stead. With perfect composure the women and 
children were helped out of the room end the men cerried cheirs end 
benches to the plaza and the exercises continued with only a few minutes 
interruption. A return trip later revealed the serious aspects of the 
damage. Again and egain the singers seng between the numbers, ‘Drink to 
Me Only With Thine Tyes', ‘The Rosary', ‘Sweet end Low’, ‘Carry Me Back 
to O1' Virginny' end songs of similar beauty. 

"Wleenor Chandler, in her Quaker costume, read an extract from 'Old 
Meeting Houses,' by Chester County's Quaker poet, John Russell Heyes; of 
Swarthmore. Jesse VW. Jackson, of Christians, preséhted the historic 
sketch..-.-..-Dr. O. Wdward Janney, of Baltimore, was the afternoon speak- 
er, upon the topic: ‘Religion as an Experiment,’ likening the pioneers 
to St. Paul. Walter L. Moore told the story of the hat he wore and some- 
thing of the family's pioneers." 

The compiler of these notes visited Old Sadsbury Meeting locality on 
February 27, 1931. In 1931 the abandoned Meeting House stands grandly 
prominent emong the meny graves of its departed dead, outwardly very un- 
like a Friends' Meeting House in architecture, inwerdly cold and desert- 
ed. There is a chimney et each corner of the house, end within, at the 
bese of each chimnoy, an open fireplace, no longer in service, and with 
but one kept in the old-time fashion, es a relic of departed days. The 
demege. done to the flooring at the time of the Bi-centennial has been re- 
paired and the floor is agsin level. Meny chenges have naturally taken 
place at Old Sadebury; the dilapidated "Horse Block" of which Thaddeus 
S. Kenderdine wrote, has been removed, but the other to the southward 
of the Meeting House is in fine condition. The compiler, by measuring the 
big flagstone, found its length exceeded the ten feet reported by Thad- 
deus. The School-house, which formerly stood nesr the Meeting House, is 
but @ memory, yet e@ ruined foundetion eppears neerby. Meny of the trees 
that that once grew neer, no longer are there to provide shade, while 
the lerge square Neeting House, cornering to the cardinal points, with 
the front to the southeast, overlooks the hillside and velley before it. 
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In the graveyard sre seen scores of marked graves, many with large | 
tell headstones, far beyond the limits prescribed by the Discipline of © 
Friends. Among those: in the upper part of the irregularly shaped ceme- 
tery, are to be read the femily names of Barnerd, Brinton, Brooks, Cham- 


berlin, Davis, Denny, Dubree, Haines, Hurst, Jeckson, Hoar; Knight, Liv- 9 


ingston, Linvill, Maule, Mercer, Miller, Moore, Morris, Pettit, Powers, 
Pownall, Reed, Welker, Walton, Werner, Wasson, Whitesice, Williams and 
Wolfe. . : . 
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UWCHLAN. 


Meet ime wOrganZed siidealed civic cidicics os ore.s coll les 
Preperetive Meeting established........1714. 
Present Meeting House built...........1756. 
Monthly Meeting established......+6.2.+.-1763. 
Orthodox Meeting discontinued.........-188l. 
Monthly Meeting discontinued......-+.++1900. 
Toc BtaOns ses d ls. sca Ces cule w ote GLONVILS.) Pas 
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Uwchlen was es Monthly Meeting established in 1763 in Concord Quarter 
of Philadelphie Yerrly Meeting of the Society of Friends, and upon the 
setting up of Caln Quarter in 1800, wes transferred to that new Quarter. 
As @ meeting for worship it wes organized by Chestér Monthly Meeting in | 
1712. The following extracts from Uwchlan Monthly Meeting records its or- 4 
genizetion as a Monthly Meeting:- 

"On the 5th day of the first month, 1763, men and women Friends be- 
longing to Uwehlan, Nentmeal, and Pikeland Particular Meetings, being as- 
sembled at Uwchlan meeting-house, egreeably with the intention of the 
following mentioned conclusion, viz.t- 'The Monthly Meeting of Goshen, 
consisting of the Particular Meetings of Goshen, Newtown, Uwchlan, Nant- 
meel, end Pikeland, taking into consideration the large extent thereof, 
and the numerous eppeerance of Friends belonging thereto, with the in- 
convenience that many undergo in attending the seme, end the multiplic- 
ity of business abounding beyond what can be deliberately considered and 
expedited in one day, it was thought necessery to heve the seid Monthly 
Meeting divided into two such meetings. And accordingly a motion was 
made to the Quarterly Meeting held at Concord, and after deliberete con- 
sideretion from time to time, the Quarterly Meeting, in the eleventh 
month last, did approve of the proposal of dividing as may best answer 
the service. And therefore it was concluded, et the last Monthly Meeting 
at Goshen, thet the particuler Meetings of Uwchlan, Nentmeal, and Pike- 
lend do henceforth constitute one Monthly Meeting, of men and women 
Friends, to be known and called by the name of Uwchlan Monthly Meeting, 
and to be held in Friends' meeting-house there, on the fourth day of the 


week, next after the first second-day in each month, till further order}; 4 
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and, in pursuance thereof, is now held in the seid meeting-house in 
the township of Uwchlan, in Chester County,' &c." 

From Futhey end Cope's "History of Chester County, Pa.," 1881, 
the following is quoted, and from the extracts it is to be noticed 
that in the earlier times the "Uwchlan" of the present wes spelt ina 
different wey, more phonetically, "Youchland." 

"At Chester Monthly Meetings 

"2,28,1712.- The Representatives of Goshen meeting moved to this 
meeting the Request of several Friends thet Lives at a Place Called 
Youchland to heve @ meeting at the house of John Cadwalleders and in 
order thet friends may receive some further satisfaction whether it may 
be Convenient to settle e meeting there this meeting appoints Jacob 
Simcock and Ephreim Jackson to visit them in order thereto and to make 
report to the next monthly meeting." 

"3,26,1712.- The two friends appointed the Last meeting to visit 
some friends at and about John Cadwalleders Reports thet they held a 
meeting there and friends finds some Incouragement to enswer their Re- 
quest of having a meoting settled there so the Consideration thereof 
is Left to the next monthly Meeting." 

"4,30,1712.- The friends of Youchlands Request is Continued un- 
till the next meeting." 

"5,28,1712.- This meeting having teken into Consideration the 
friends Request of haveing a meeting settled at John Cadwalleder’s a- 
bove the Great Valley every first and fifth dayes, Except when the meet- 
ing is kept at Jemes Thomés's, which this meeting is satisfied with, or- 
ders that a Request be cerried to the Quarterly meeting for there appro- 
bation of it; they meeting once in six weeks with the Greet Valley 
friends att Jemes Thomases and to Continue of Goshen Preparative meet- 
ing att the Present." 

"2526,1714.- Goshen Meeting Proposeth thet friends of Youghland 
be # preparative meeting of themselves which this meeting is consenting 
to and Requests the mind of the Quarterly meeting therein." 

"Uwchlan Meeting began to send representatives to the Monthly Meet- 
ing in the 8th month, 1716, but the neme for some time is written 
‘Youghlend.' The following persons were representatives between 1716 end 
1720; Joseph Helsby, Jemes Pugh, Thomas John, Thomas Fell, Hugh Davis, 
Issec Vernon, Joseph Phipps, Robert Benson, Griffith John, Peter Taylor, 
Samuel John, Cadwalader Jones, Thomas Davies, Thomas Jemes, John Cadwal- 
ader, David Cadwalader, Samuel Phipps. 

"John Cadwalader of 'Ywchlen', by deed of June 2, 1715, purchased 
from David Lloyd of Chester, 250 acres, and on Jen. 16, 1715-6, sold to 
Thomas Fell ‘All thet messuage or Tenement end Plantecon where ye sd 
John Cadwalader Dwells.....Excepting out of these presents a piece of 
Ground on ye side of the King's Road which ye sd John Cadwalader allott- 
ed for a burying-plece, and to set a meeting-house, on for ye use of ye 
people called Quakers.' James Pugh and Samuel John were appointed over- 
seers of the meeting, 8,29,1716. The present meeting-house wes built in 
1756, but wes remodeled a few years since. Iseac Lewis and David Owen 
each left a smell legacy, in 1771, towards walling the graveyard, and 
the work was commenced on the site next the road in the following year. 
At the same time Thomas Evans offered some ground to enlarge the grave- 
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.Uwchlen Friends hold their meetings at the House of our Friend George 
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yard, and Joseph Phipps devised 10 for repairs and improvements there- . i 
on. James Speary next bequeathed 60 for the use of walling the ground, | | 
which appears to heve been complieted in 1775, under the direction of ({¥ 
Thomas Evens. Other legacies are subsequently mentioned in the records, { 
from which the following is also. teken: a 

"1,8,1778.- A few days ago the Key of the Meeting-house at Uwchlen 
was Goniended by some of the Physiciens to the continental Army in order © 
to convert the same into an*Hospital for their sick Soldiers; the Friend a 
who had the care of the House end Key refusing to deliver it, forcible 
Entry was made into the House and Stables and as there is no Prospect 
of enjoying the House peaceably from next First day it is agreed that 


Thomas in the Great Valley and that our preperative and monthly meet- 
ings be held at Nentmeal on the usual Deys till further Order." 

"The Monthly Meeting was held at Nantmeal, 8,6,1778, but a month 
later it was again held at Uwehlen." 

The compiler of these notes having had access to the Uwchlan Month- 
ly Meeting records at Swarthmore Historicel Library, on Jan. 10, 1938, 
copied the following minutes concerning this meeting:- 

"Uwehlan Monthly meeting; 2nd of 5 mo. 1831 The committee appointed 
to adjust the quotas poduced (sic) the following report, with which the 
meeting unites 

"To Uwchlan monthly meeting We the committes appointed to quota the 
Preperative meetings, report we unite in proposing that Uwchlen pay | 
forty six cents, Pikeland forty-six and Nantmeal eight cents on the dol- # 
lar on all sums directed to be raised by the monthly sf 

Signed by all the comnittes 


Sone mOwenad Vode! q 
"Uwehlen Monthly meeting 9 mo. 2nd 1844 This meeting unites an al-'% 
lowing Uwchlan Preparative Meeting, to inclose within the Burial Ground % 
eat that place, the ten feat width of land lying north of the Graveyard 
ground, and the forty feet in width, Bast of the same." q 
"Uwchlen Monthly Meeting held 9th Mo. 6th 1869 Owing to the small- # 
ness of our mesting the business is left over till our next meeting." ‘ 
"Uwchlan Monthly Meeting held 10th mo. 3rd. 1881 Phe following 
committee were appointed to take charge of the graveyard et Uwchlan name-} 
ly, Benjemin Martin, Sharpless Smedley an T. C. Smedley " 4 
"Uwchlen Monthly Mesting held 9 mo. 3, 1883 It has been proposed 
to unite Uwchlan & Bradford Monthly Meetings which is deferred till the 
next meeting " 4 
"Uwechlan Monthly Meeting held 10 mo. 1, 1883. The lst 2nd & 8th § 
queries were read and the following answers united with to be forwarded 
to the ensuing Quarterly Meeting, and to attend as our representatives 
we appoint. Benj. Martin end Sharpless Smedley. It has been proposed & 
united with by’men & women's meeting to consolidate Uwchlan & Bradford 
Monthly Meetings under the name of Bradford & Uwchlan Monthly Meeting. 
to be held alternate at Uwchlan & Caln. The lst third-day in the month. 
even months in Uwchlan " 
The enswers to the queries are not recorded in the minute book as 
the foregoing wording might suggest, the entire proceedings of the day 
being as here given. 
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The foltovine is the final minute of the Monthly Meeting, as writ- 
ten in Fourth Month, 1900:- 

"Bradford & Uwchlen Monthly Meeting held 4th mo. 3d 1900. T. Chalk- 
ley Smedley and Harriet Smedley were appointed as represontatives to 
the ensuing Quarterly Meeting. There have been no meetings held since 
last Quarterly Meeting. The committee, which was appointed by Caln 
Quarterly Meeting to pores cer the question of discontinuing this Month- 
ly Meeting met with us." 

Uwchlan Meeting has long since been "laid down". In the "Book of 
Meetings" issued by Arch Street Friends about 1905 is this notes- 

-"Uwchlan. The Preparative and Week-day Meeting was laid down in 
1881, and the members joined Dowmingtown Preparative Meeting. This Meet- 
ing was held at Lionville, Chester Gounty, Pa. The houses is still 
standing, and can be used if desired." 

Uwchlan Meeting House is frequently, but not officially called by 
the name of the yvillege of Lionville, in which it is situated. It be- 
longs to Caln Quarterly Meeting, by which, in 1929, it is rented for 
the use of the local Grenge. 

Thaddeus S. Kenderdine of Newtown, Bucks County, Pa., writing of 
the Meeting Houses of Caln Quarter in 1909, said of Uwchlan:- "The 
central figure of the group, Uwchlan, is in the village of Lionville. 
It is a building of the old-time construction, and has been for a long 
time out of commission as a place of worship. One end is now rented as 
a public school room the other for Grange meetings. It was used by both 
branches of Friends after the separation, the Orthodox having the long- 
est retention and now holding title. The graveyard is well cared for 
end therein was a recent burial. Like many another meeting of its age 
it was used as a hospital during the Revolutionary war. What changes 
heave come over these meeting houses since they were outposts of Quaker- 
ism in these spiritual wildernesses, and in theif’ abandonment, ‘how few 
there are to do them reverence.'" 

On the 23rd of May, 1930, when the compiler of these notes visited 
Uwchaln, he found the antique stone Meeting House standing somewhat lone- 
ly near the roadside, practically unchanged in outward appearance, ex- 
cept for age, from what it appeared in the days when Frisnds held their 
regular meetings within its walls. It is on a slight rise of ground in 
a fair-sized yard, bordered on one side by a row of buttonwood trees, 
but otherwise open to the sunlight. There is no date-stone on the build- 
ing, which was erected to face the south, thereby adhering to the cus- 
tom of early Quakers in the construction of their houses of worship. 

An L-shaped line of wagon-sheds stands between the House and the road, 
at one end of which is a stone gateway of entrance to the grounds. A 
narrow passage with a slat gate between the House and sheds, leads to 
the graveyard, and to the east of the House a wider passageway pierces 
the substantial stone well surrounding the well-filled cemetery. The 
well is in excellent condition end is capped with flat stone slabs. 

But the Burial Ground of Uwehlan shows some indications of age and neg- 
lect; has many sunken graves end careening headstones, and the need of 
scythe and mower is sadly manifest, there being much long grass and 
many luxuriant weeds that greatly obscure the low marble memorial markers 
scattered over the yard. Yarrow, emblematic of war, and hence very in- 
appropriate to Friends, thistle and stonecrop equally unsuited with 


wenol tadwemor unibos de eayell yrideet encode ouptées-eds bauot ed: «nfad 


 ebiiud edd no enode~eteh om @f exe? .tigilnge oft of meqo eetwredto @ 


i} 
i 


Lvs 


-fivw us’ .getseebt ylitwoM edd Lo etweke fankt edt at gelwollod efT.o4 
| ine yo bik ap AQORE: aahton, det u0%E wk, OOF Ey 
fata .f .00CL be .om K5% died sabtook yiddnow) seldow): 4, brotha y@h yay 9 
at seviseineserqes a9 betatoaqea exem,yekbem? solu bus yolhemd. pi j 
“gonte bled egattesa on noed eved siedT -ynttannt qnedtiaud gotucne, of: 
nivd. yd bedmtogge vew doldw .oetdinmog pi? .gatseol! ylretuaup teehee 
-divolt sind guinutinosath to nolteoup, ead tebianoo oF yattee yiretis 
sank. 4 | oto. * pe tdtw, tom gakdes hs 
Lo toot" edt el .*ewob bist” coed esta gaol ead anijeeM oefdow) 9 am 
. ~cotom eins at €0Cf tyods abnelvt deouse pioxA yd bouset tyuenieelal 
ct awoke bist cow gntiee yab-tee!, bas eviteiwsqext oT -nefdow". 04 ga 
~tooM elaT agakioeld evitaraqes4 mwotyatoved bentol, eved oem edd bam ¢f88L es 
Chite €2 cowed: adT..8% .ytnvo’ tsetpetd .ofitvnctt te bled saw gat | 
 *,betteob Tt bees od aso bas ¢yotbaste 9 
yd belfan. yifetoltio tom dud «yltaeupes? af eavoll yniteeM aa ldowl es, 
wed $f sbetuubia ef +t hotdw of ,ellivaots Yo egelity eff? to, ensnieds 
net petnes et tL ,OSEL nt, cloidw ys «goitoom yisetise? alsd oF egaol | 
-syne1) faocl edt to sew eft | 
to aeidiew ..8d .ytnvo edsud .owotwell to entdeebhmeXx .2 nuebbadT.. | 
wit’ =tnoliowd Yo biee ,COCL wt retasvp migD To ovavoll gniveet ody oy 
‘eiltvmotd to egaiiiv eit,at at -osttow),.quorg eat to emugit fertnes 
ynol'a 30) meed aa Sue ,coltoursancs emlibio eff Yo gnibiind a eh at ay 
2s botnet won at Sao en? «qidetow to, evelq s 24 Holeeimwoo to two emit 5 
dtod yt begw exw 31 .syniteem egnat) 101 tedsto eftmoot loodos otiduqa — 
~yool oft gnivan xobodia) edd  nolsiauaqee eng ett abnolii te senonatd 
sot bewss flow oi Suovevarg onT .eltti gudblod.wen) bse nolinetetiasy | 
— 6 one adi to gatveem redone yrem olll »lelid Joese? @ 667 nieredt bra 5” 
‘gegnady tadW stew yuanottufovell edd guiw ietiqned a en bees egw tk ty” 
-~edoud ‘to etsogduo esew yet eomte aeevorl gaiieea esedt revo emoo evett 4 
wot wod" ,tuemsobaude aio? al baa ,neseontebl in tJautirige esodt al mek 
a J _ *opomatevet meds ch of ene -e10dd 9 7 
 bediely seton eaedt 2¢ teilqaon ot aeadw .OCRL eyslt to baES wd Ogee 


xe ,eonsvasggs biswiwo at begaedony yLieottoeng .ebiebeot ett qw)8m 
ntedd bled ebsolit rotle eyed oft ot boreeqqe tt tartw, mos? sexe 10% 

ot baworg to ealn tdgife @ go at tf seiiew ati nidttw egniteem aslvget - 

sheers boowxotiud ‘to wor @ wd eble ono no boyehtod ~brey bexianttat a 


~pua add ot galiedds ylenedt efftroe alt onset of betoere saw Notstw om re 
~qiderow to eeruod. 7tedt te mot 
,bsot att buns eenok ed? ne 
A .thoworg edt of sonar ine. 20 
‘of abnel .abere bes eaugll ant tt 
genieiq yawegseang iabiw 6 ome 
‘eat ,yrotemas belilt-Lfew, anv 
. adala onose teit dite beques 
M4 Hie bas one to enotisotbxt emoe 
© been oft bas .ceonotebaed ‘f 


D. bas eesxg gaol doum guted sre? eine hionn 
‘axetiea felnonem cE mE g ae B12 do vite | 
| =nk prev eased bna ytew to oft er 


¢ , ‘A 


: itty betivenu y{Llaupe qozsenose. hus efteddd 


y ‘a 


‘ 
vi 


\ 
\ 


Zilia pet 


their suggestions of the lack of care, are plentiful over and between | 
the graves, entangled with other specimens of wild plant life. oe 

Meany graves sre unmarked by stones to reveal the names of those 
buried there, but the femily names that are seen on various headstones 
include those of Bell, Beitler, Broadhurst, Buffington, Butler, Davis, 
Donovan, Dowell, Jones, Lee, Lewis, Martin, Mason, Massey, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morris, Phipps, Smedley, Thomas and Woodward. At the rear of 
the Meeting House, and near-it, is the sunken grave and leaning head- 
stone of T. Chelkley Smedley 1825-1908; it is one of the instances 
showing the apparent neglect or forgetfulness of living members of a 
well-to-do and prominent Pennsylvania family to care for the resting 
places of their departed members. 
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WEST CALN. 


Meeting established....cccceeee soll D6. 
Meeting House builteccvcccvccesse ell 000. 
Meeting merged into Coatesville, ,1910. 
Location four miles from..Coatesvills. 
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West Caln was a meeting established during the eighteenth century 
in 1756, end was a subordinate meeting to Seadsbury Monthly Meeting in 
Western Quarter, and, after 1800, in Caln Quartér of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends. 

In the "History of Chester County, Pa.," 1881, by J. Smith Futhey 
and Gilbert Cope, is this quotation from Chester Quarterly Meeting, 
Fifth Mo. 10, 1756, with a subjoined remark by the historians:- 

"Bradford monthly meeting concurring with West Caln particular 
meeting requests that the said particular meeting may be established on 
record, They having by leave of the said mo. meeting held meetings for 
worship at West Caln several years end are now preparing to build a 
mesting house: Therefore Richard Jones, Thos. Goodwin, Thomas Downing, 
Willm. Trimble, John Pierce, & Benjamin Cock are appointed to visit 
the said meeting and inform themselves whether they seem likely to 
keep it up with reputation in Truth, end make report thereof to our 
next Quarterly meeting." 

"This committee reported, 8,9,1786, that they had met at West Caln 
‘meeting-house', and thought the meeting should be continued; whereup- 
on it was established." 

Ezr@ Michener, in his "Retrospect of Early Quakerism", adds this 
extract from Chester Quarterly Meoting:- 

"1756.- ‘The Friends appointed to visit West Caln Meeting report, 
that they met most of the members, and are of opinion that they may 
have leave to hold a meeting for worship, as heretofore; with which 
this concurs, end do establish ssid meeting by the name of West Caln, 
Meeting." 


a | soonaes wer ie 
Ma scant Yo women add iagven of canote yd hesasen ers sovery wie» a 
ai 

— 


eh 


ay 


re AF 
inl 


gerade decor uno EY he stooe exe fait women yfime t 
pore ted full: eROrgRETIO® terudtheond tecated, «ffs4) to eaont 


eramogtnolt ‘ yosaa!! 


\ ebaed an igget bye) ovata 


Site 


{@eisaalg ons scautamariante ‘enokineunis s 
eit taalq Bee to evomtoeqe verte Atiw holansdne Overs: 


odd tid yours 


-itosia M eerery ,ebred eood canst ~Liewod ynavorod: a 
to net onde gh ybuewboo® har samott eyotbem’ eqaidt otto ,eT0oM, 
cednue eft at , to? Ben bae ,eeuoh gaiseok, eds 

eganedimr eit Yo’ ono el sf PBOCLHeSAL Yokbeme yolsledd af Yovenote |. 
a te aredinen Antrt© ‘to asentutiegie? 10 soetgen: Fseteqes eat guiwode: a 
9 ot ylinwd sinevixenwet jnentmorg bee obrot=Lfew | 


sridced Ont sot one 
a elle | ated ment hedasqeb atedt io eerslq 
\ ) Set) ay) 
aaQll 
: be 3 | ' rs i. vb a ; vi x. 
OO RRR ota 
A ry a ‘ 
«JAD Teuw . ay aw 
; os ; ot re s 
oh ee serene coer bode tidetees anitoew Pe > wr ¢ 
a aay eet S2ud> ebwol gekteeM ps4 he i) yale 
sOLok, « wf {ivesteod atat bepirem gartteett ie 7 | Li, te + P= 
el Lives 2x ods mod ootte. suot noltaoo! ! coer ee | 
Aina baad eG dey : ‘at Pity ae 


Teeny es 
ates lu dhbiohelgle eit? giitich here steubas anthenind * Baw fen teow a 
- pt gubteee ag Caterer” yeitebae of ge tioor etanthvodaes # acw bn eels 
re Bo qadveu? 690 nt —008L rede eb cvetieuy Wap " 
-abseit® to ytetoot edd To agi Na 
ye efO8L , 2% .yieyod ~edeedt? tol yrofakh” edd al 9) 
anezeutl esas “nu aetaed) got motte soup aids ot eoqod. jredthD.. sil pr 
~ tape tiosekd wht yd xryenor bentaldua @ thw <aati ,OL sold A 
99 hrs teaq 8D tee taibe ga brawonog gobtvom yi trom brothers na, 
neo hedglidedne’ ed) ci ange aeivsitusg blee odf teit ateeupet eet 
49% agnkteam bie y ‘second som bise adf te eveel yd grivad yor cf 
Ye ane one Baran brete pared ss in 


arrose eawor® tet 


~qusnteciw iSeomesnen 


Sidt abbe contseseup. ebut to 
«Prege Bat Deell ¢ ated teat poe botniogge path mmspreasoept aB2TLY opine > 


ogen : ‘ A A Wag 2 4 . he , a “i 7 ‘ oa ’ , ovad Pa a 


203 eS 


At the time of the Separation in 1827, a majority of the members of 
West Caln kept with the Orthodox branch, so the Meeting House has since 
then been in possession of Arch Street Friends. In the "Book of Meet- 
ings" of Orthodox Friends, 1905, is the following:- 

"West Caln, Pennsylvenia. Held on First and Fifth days at 10 o'- 
clock. The house is about four miles northwest from Coatesville, and a- 
bout two miles from Wagontown, on Wilmington & Northern R.R. (from Phil- 
edelphia change cars at Coatesville.) It may be necessary to walk from 
Wagontown, and the roads are not elweys good. Write to Charles W. Ash, 
Coatesville, and he may be able to arrange to drive out from Coatesville, 
direct. Mid-week Meetings have frequently been omitted." 

Yet Hicksite Friends appear to have had a slight holding at West 
Caln, for Thaddeus S. Kenderdine, on his visit to the meetings of Celn 
Quarter in 1909, remarked: "West Caln meeting house, four miles north- 
west of Coatesville, is in fair condition, and is occasionslly used by 
Orthodox Friends, although as lately as 1904 meetings were regulerly 
held there. The graveyard is cared for by these Friends." However, 
these remarks have really no ectual reference to the Hicksite branch of 
Friends, of which Thaddeus S. Kenderdine was in membership. 

With the rise of Coatesville Meeting, the members of West Caln be- 
came associated with the new meeting, and the old Meeting House, being 
very inconvenient, remained with closed doors. 

The compiler of these notes and records, visited West Caln Meeting 
House on April 15, 1931, walking to and from the place from Coatesville. 
The following are the notes he wrote of the isolated Quaker locality:- 

Near the highway, built a few yards back from it, with plenty of 
law space before and to the right of it, is the quaint old-fashioned 
Meeting House called Vest Caln. It is a stone building with walls en am- 
ple foot in thickness, roughcast with plaster on both ends, without date- 
stone in either gable, has four doors, the two at’the front being twin- 
doors under an antique pent-roof covering, the others being eat either 
end. The interior is lighted by six windows, deep-set in the thick walls, 
two at the front with the twin-doors between, two at the back, and one 
at sech end. The essembly-room is divided by a partition with shutters 
extending from between the twin-doors straight across tha house to the 
rear, where the "facing benches" are arranged on either side. This was 
formerly used to separate the Men's from the Women's assembly~rooms. 
Each room has an antique ten-plate stove for heating purpose, their 
stove-pipes leading to the single brick. chimney that is in the center 
of the building. The chimey descends to no lower level than the csil- 
ing of the room, where it rests its weight upon the top of one of the 
posts of the dividing partition. There ere nine benches in each assem- 
bly-room for the congregation, a few being very short ones, and none 
of the wood-work in the interior of the Meeting Houss has ever been 
painted. A noticeable feature, a sort of peculiarity, in West Caln 
Meeting House is the rounding-off of the two corners in the front of 
the house in the interior, by meens of plastered walls, thereby making 
two angles instead of one in each corner. 

A row of four large trees is ranged in front of the Meeting House 
with a fine "Upping Block" of stone between them. The House directly 
faces the south, end on the east side, betweon it and the short row of 
wagon-sheds, is the gateway to the Burial Ground. 
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The graveyard is inclosed with a stone well in good condition, ex- 4g 
cept on the north side where it is crumbling and dilepideted. There are | 
not many markers in the cemetery, e few of those to be seen being un- 
lettered rough field-stones, end there is in April, 1931, en appesrence 
of neglect about the ground. The femily names to be reed on the marked 
headstones are Ash, Berscher, Bonsall, Eachus, Havenson, Gillespie, 
Griffith, Hell, Lawrence, Murphy, Schrack, Welter, Webb, Worrell, Wol- 
lerton and Yearsley. The nanles most frequently noticed are Ash and 
Yeersley. 
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Orthodox Meeting officielly called Sadsbury. 
Meeting Organized. .scceccscresee -covece 

Meeting House, bul its den cms e disc's, 010 0 «+ pew boaie 
Meeting House demolished. ..-eeccseceee +1925. 
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West Sedsbury, occesionelly called, locally, Simmontown, from the 
litle hamlet in Lancaster County, Pa., in which it wes located, was a 
Prepareétive Meeting of Sedsbury Monthly Meeting in Celn Quarter of the 
Philedelphia Yeerly Meeting of Orthodox Friends. It had a Meeting House 
of which Gilbert Cope of West Chester took e phétograph, October 24th, 
1896, on the back of which he wrote "West Sadsbury or Simmontown (Ortho- 
dox) Meeting House has been used as @ residnece but now vacant end de- 
caying." 

- Elle P. T. Brinton of Lincoln Highway Gerdens, Paerkesburg, Pa., 
living neer Sadsburyville and owning the farm on which the ruins of the 4 
East Sadsbury Meeting House are located, wrote of the West Sadsbury Meet-  § 
ing House, July 12, 1931, seying:- "The Orthodox had @ Meeting at Simmon- | 
town that was on Strasburg roed just beyond our Old Sadsbury and nearer 
Gep, Pas, and I find it was called West Sadsbury. They used it befors 
the Christiane Meeting was built. It is entirely gone— no cemetery 
there. The Orthodox used our meeting house Old Sedsbury for their busi- 
ness meetings until round about 1860. There was some disagreement and 
then they held them eat the Simmontown Meeting." 

A list of the Meetings of Arch Street Friends for 1858 does not in- 
clude West Sedsbury or Sadsbury, but as that is the dete when Hast Sads- 
bury Meeting wes leid down by the Hicksite branch, end as the Orthodox 
used the latter Meeting House, end as East Sadsbury is listed in the 
"Book of Meetings" for 1858, it seems as if the removai may have been 
made about that time. Yet it is well known the West Sadsbury Meeting 
House was in use until the erection of the Christianas Meeting House in 
1881. As there was no mention of the Meeting in the list of 1858, it is 
evident the meeting must have been very small at that time, or was acci- 
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dentally overlooked in making the schedule. The Christiane Meeting 
House was built on Slocum Street by Bart end Sadsbury Friends about 
1880 or 1881, who removed to it from their more inconvenient houses - 
at Cooperville and Simmontovwm. 

Through the kindness and interest of Matilde W. Evans of West 
Chester, Pa., in searching the Sadsbury Monthly Meeting records at 
Third and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, we ere indebted for the follow- 
ing information: - . 

"The informetion relating to West Sadsbury meeting in Lencaster 
Co., which thes requested....hes been long time delayed but this hés 
been due to the very dilligent search thet has been made for & meet- 
ing callod by thet nems on the minutes. Thet designation does not ap- 
pear end I am at lest convinced that it is the colloquial neme of the 
meeting. simply called Sadsbury in the minutes. Sedsbury township is 
older than the Chester-Lancaster county line, the western portion, in 
which this meeting wes situated, being simply Sadsbury towvmship in 
Lencaster Co. William B. Harvey et 304 Arch St. told me his parents 
were married in West Sadsbury meeting house, 1837, the copied marri- 
age certificate expresses it ‘of the people called Quakers in their 
meeting house in Sadsbury.' More or less frequent reference to the 
various preparetive meetings is mades- discontinuing any orthodox 
meeting eat Columbia, sele end distribution of proceeds of the proper- 
ty in Lencester, rentsl of the schoolhouse property et Lempeter, re- 
pairs, distribution of books end educsational funds, end school enumer- 
ation of Sadsbury, East Sedsbury end Bart. With brief mention of Pax- 
ton's School property, no other site wes mentioned until Christiane 
in very recent years." 

The following minutes refer to the erection of the so-called 
West Sedsbury Meeting House. These minutes were supplied from the re- 
search made by Metilda WY. Evans. s 

"“Sedsbury Monthly Meeting 5th of 4mo. 183]....Friends of Sadsbury 
now hold their meetings for worship at the house of Robert Moore and 
believing it would now be proper to meke arrangements for building a@ 
suitable house to accommodate friends of that meeting as well as thet 
of the monthly meeting this meeting therefore believes it to be advis- 
able to appoint a number of Friends to endeavor to obtain some suita- 
ble place fix upon the plan and size and also to propose to next meet- 
ing a suitable friend or friends to teke the charge of erecting said 
meeting house." 

"Sadsbury Monthly Meeting 3rd of Sth mo 1831 The Committee for 
the purpose report as follows: We have agreed with Isaac Bower for one 
acre of lend on the west end of his lot near the 21st milestone on the 
Stresburg and West Chester Road for the sum of one hundred dollars... 
It is proposed to erect a stone building about the size of Lampeter 
meeting house on seid lot " 

“Sadsbury Monthly Meeting 5th of 7 mo 1831 The Committee to super- 
intend the drawing of a deed of conveyance for a lot of land at Sads- 
bury report they have procured one which is put into the hands of the 
trustees to have executed." 

“Sadsbury Monthly Meeting 6th of 9th mo 1831...-are appointed to 
offer to our next meeting the nemes of suitable friends to hold the 
deeds of trust for the property lately purchased by friends of Seds~- 
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bury on which a house for worship has been erected, also the deed of | 
trust for the property belonging to friends et East Sadsbury." 

"Sadsbury Monthly Meeting held 10th mo 4, 1831 Robert Moore is 
appointed to have the deed for the property lately purchased by 
friends at Sadsbury recorded in the office for recording of deeds in 
the proper county." 

"Sedsbury Monthly Meeting held llth mo 8th 1831 Robert Moore in- 
forms thet the house lately erected by him under the direction of the 
monthly meeting is nearly finished end friends of Sadsbury propose 
holding their meetings for worship there to commence first day the 
20th of the present month egreeably to the prospect entertained when 
thet meeting removed to the house of Robert Moore which is approved. 
It is concluded to hold our next monthly meeting at that house." 

"Sadsbury Monthly Meeting held 2 mo 7th 1832.....whether there 
has been any sufficient reason occurring to induce friends to decline 
holding their preparetive meetings in the old meeting house but the 
committee were united in believing there were no sufficient: reasons." 

When Gilbert Cope visited the Friends' Meeting House at Simmon- | 
town in 1896 to take e photograph of it, he recorded the fact thet the J 
building was then showing certain indications of decay. Passing years | |4 
finished the destructive work begun, and the house was ultimately de- 
molished about 1925, end in 1931 the place where it stood is a cultiy 
vated field with scarcely a trace of the house left. It cannot truth- 

fully be said thet "not a vestige remains" for there is a small col- 
lection of stones from the walls, showing traces of mortar, at the 
edge of the field by the roadside. A couple of old appletrees also 
stand nearby the spot forming living landmarks, and over the surface 
of the ground are scattered clumps of blooming Hibiscus Africenus, a 
plant fond of weste ground, and sometimes miscalled "Star of Bethle- 
hem", appropriately lending beauty to the spot’ with a sort of religi- 
ous signification, at least in name, while the roadside is bordered by 
an abundant growth of. wild asters. 

West Sadsbury Meeting House nearly ea, its one-hundredth 
year before its ruined walls were finally removed. It stood on the 
Strasburg Road side by side with a school-house in the.hamlet of Sim- 4 
montown. The village was but a small collection of possibly half a doz- } 
en houses; but, like the Meeting House, the school-house end some of : 
the old dwellings have disappeared, and in October, 1931, the place is |} 
a village in neme only. Scattered farm-houses end a later-built school- § 
house occupy the place of the old-time Simmontown. q 

The compiler of these notes owed the privilege of a visit to the 
West Sadsbury locality to the kindness of Ralph W. Hershey of Gap, Pa., 
who took him to Simmontown on the morning of October Sth, 1931. 
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**See Addenda, P. 277, for further note. 
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ADDENDA. 


Caln Quarter. 


ROBESON. 


** After the first.four pages the Rebesom Monthly Meeting Book of Min- 
utes being devoted to a copy of the verious minutes of Philadelphia 
Quarterly Meeting, relating to the establishment of Robeson Monthly 
Meeting, the following is the wording of the opening minute of the 
Meeting: - 

"On the twenty Eighth day of the seventh Month in the ¥ear of our 
Lord one thousend seven hundred and Eighty nine a considerable number 
of Men and Women Friends members of Robeson Preperetive Meeting and 
others Afsembled et the Meeting House in Robeson Township Berks County 
Pennfylvania, in order to open the Monthly Meeting egreed to be estab- 
lished at ssid plece and after a Meeting for divine worship, the fore- 
going Extrects from the minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of Friends 
held in Philadelphia ware read most of the Friends named on the Commit- 
tee to attend the opening of this Meet Monthly Meeting being present; 


and it is desired directed the that the seid Extrects be incerted on 
our minutes." 


CAMBRIDGE. 


An oxtrect from the Honey Brook Herald, July 20, 1939, states:- "In February » 
1852, the committes on the subject of Cembridge Meeting report thet it is the 
prevailing sense of the committee the meeting be discontinued with which the 
Meeting unites the clerk is directed to forward this information to /the Quar= 
terly Meeting.” "Then comes the matter of the property, the Meeting-nouse 
end grave yard et Cambridge. Just thirty years later, in 1882,Bradford -Neet- 
ing minutes record, 'the committee on the Cambridge property report they seen 
‘Ithe property and found it in reasonable good order.' Only a faint trece of the 
former Cembridge Mecting-house is found to-day. The greve-yard is in a deplor- 
lable condition, and will soon be no more. Historions are seerching for the | 
deed to the Cambridge Veeting property. If any one locally knows of its exist- 
ence, the Hereld will be plseesed to forward the informetion." 


; WEST SADSBURY. " 

/**From information given July 14, 1941, by Mre. Ammon of Simmontown, she 
living on the farm of which the Meeting House site forms a part, it is as- 
ger Pa., bought the Meeting | 

_gerted that George Sellers of Gap, Lencaster Cows Bes g : 
‘House, formerly known as West Sadsbury, tore it down and used tne stone 
for the foundation of a house in Gap. 
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BART MENTING 
with an additionel note relating 
to the Christiena Riot of 1851. 


- 


Primarily through the strenuous efforts of Rodney Gilbert of Morris County, 
New Jersey, the iuteresu ot Friends, chiefly of the descendants of former 
members of the Bert Meeting of whom Rodney Gilbert was one, was aroused re- 
lative to the long neglected Meeting House; en Historical Association wes 
formed, funds collected, and during the passage of 1939 end 1940, attention 
was given to the cere of the greveyard, end the Meeting House was repaired 
end put in a fit condition for once more holding services in the assembly- 
room whenever times should be set for the purpose. On June 2, 1940, an in- 
teresting meeting was held end was well attended. Again on June ld, 1941, a 
lerge gathering of more then 115 individuals, interested in the place and 
| project, made jt seem thet Bart Friends' Meeting had awekened from its long 
_ years of slumber. 

NOTE. The name Bert, abbreviation for Beronet, was derived from Sir 
Williem Keith, Bart., Governor of Pennsylvania from 1717 to 1726. 

In thet corner of the Buriel Ground neerest the Bart Meeting House, is 
the grave of Elijah Lewis. On the memorial stone merking the spot is his 
neme with the date of his birth, 2nd No. 5th 1799, end of his death, 10th 
Mo. 18th, 1884. The compiler of these records wes told by a descendent of 
Elijeh Lewis that he wae one of the last two members to attend the Bart 
Meeting before its discontinuance. He lived on the farm next adjoining the 
Meeting House on the road to Cooperville. The county enneals state he was & 
storekeeper in Cooperville in 1851, thirty-three years before his death. 
During the ente-Civil Wer days he was by opinion and actions en entislevery 
advocete end did his part in the service of the Underground Railroad. In 
1850 the Fugitive Slave Law was put in force py “the Central Government and 
was unpopular in Lancaster County, Pa.» not only among many members of the 
Society of Friends, but among some followers of other religious sects. 
Quoting from “llis's History of Lencaster County, “The first conflict end 
bloodshed under the law took place in Lencaster County. At end in the neigh- 
borhood of the Gap: there was a gang of kidneppers,- whom not all theives. 
ance and cunning of the negroes and their friends could prevent from car- 
rying free black men to a slave state end selling them in bondage. In 
September, 1850, Henry Williems was siezed at night, taken into Maryland 
end sold in slavery. The antislevery friends and the colored people in Seds- 
bury township beceme more vigilant, meeting frequently and taking counsel 
with others. Every stranger who cemne into the neighborhood was watched and 
his movements reported, end if he was suspected the fact was communicated 
to some friends, end the colored people were cautioned. Those who resided 
in dwellings of their ow wers armed, and measures were adopted to give en 
alarm to the neighborhood if their premises were invaded at night by the 
kidnappers. The great Chestar Valley, the most beautiful and lovely one in 
the State, suddenly diverges when it reaches Penningtonville, and leads in 
a southwesterly direction through Sadsbury township. When about two miles 
gouth of the tow of Christiane, in Sadsbury township, the valley is about 
one mile wide, the Great Velley road running through its centre. The south- 
eastern side was bounded by hills covered with chestnut end oak timber. A 
long lene ren at right angles witn the great road to that hill and at some 
distence up its slope; another lane ren @ short distance in a northerly di- 
rection about forty yards to a one end-a half story log house which was 
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‘cupied by a colored men named William Parker, who worked for the farm- 
irs in the neighborhood and cultivated a few acres of ground. A fine 
rrowth of timber ren to within a few yards of the house. The place was 
iecluded, but overlooked the velley below." 

During September, 1851, whet became know as the "Christiene Riot" 
renspired at the tenant house occupied by William Parker on the farm of 


evi Pownall, with whom were gathered a number of negroes, many of whom 


rere fugitives trom Southern slavery, seeking refuge 1u a Free State. A- 
iong the refugees were four men who had run awsy from their master, Ed- 
tard Gorsuch, a resident of Baltimore County, Maryland, living on the 
ork end Baltimore Turnpike between Monkton and Glencoe. 
Acting upon the authority of the Fugitive Sleve Law, and having in- 
ormation that his four escaped slaves were located just across the State 
oundary line, Gorsuch, accompanied by his son, Dickinson Gorsuch, @ neph- 
w end several others, procured four warrents 1n Philadelphia for the ar- 
est of those who had been his slaves and had run away from him two years 
reviously. These warrants were directed to Henry H. Cline Deputy U. S. 
arshel, who, accompanying Gorsuch, wus to apprehend the fugitives. Great 
are end secrecy were exerted in approaching the home of Williem Parker; 
he searchers divided 1n separate groups, traveled by different routes, 
nd met at Gallagherville, from whence they approached the colored set- 
lement during the early hours after midnight, arriving near daybreak on 
eptember llth. Nevertheless the negroes were watchful, two were on 


-icket guard end saw the approaching reiders as they ate a lunch by the 


rockside- Quoting from the History of the Christiana Riot, writen by 
illiam U. Hensel:—- "Some early summons called a needed mob together.... 


_astner Hanway, who lived a full mile awey, rode up on a beld-feced sor- 


el horse; Elijah Lewis came on foct in his shirt sl¥eves and a straw 
at....-It is, however, reasonably sure that Hemway end Lewis were call- 
d upon to interfere and aid in executing the warrants end they declined 
o do so; but they neither advised nor inspired any violence." In the 
regic conflict which ensued, Edward Gorsuch was shot by one of the ne- 
roes, end being fatally wounded, died shortly afterward under the shade 
f a tree by the spring nearby the Parker house. Dickinson Gorsuch, his 
on, was very seriously wounded. He was conveyed to the house of Levi 
ownell, where hé was carefully nursed to his recovery. The Gorsuch raid 
as unsuccessful; many arrests were made in connection with the affair; 
astner Henway, Elijeh Lewis, Joseph Scarlet and two other white men, as 
ell as a great meny colored men end women who witnessed the conflict. 
owever, in the "Treason: Trial" thet tollowed, all were acquitted. Wil- 
iem Parker, his brother-in-law, and another man naned Johnson, prominent 


‘ctors in the tragedy, esceped to Canada, aided by Northern sympathizers 


n their way. 
In 1941, a visit to the neighborhood of Christiana in southeastern 
Ancaster County, uncovers @ number of interesting items of fact associ- 


ted with the Christiana Riot of ninety years previous, but all is drese- 


d in the altered costume thet the steady passage of near a century reas- 
nebly entails. By the Valley Road opposite the entrence to the long lane 


sading to the "Riot House", is the Scarlet Homestead which retains for- 


ible memories of its early services as a Station of the Underground 


‘eilroad, having a cave still extant, but now covered by the ruins of a 


. 
. a 


_itchen at the rear of the dwelling, which formed the secret entrance 
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to the hiding hole. A short distence down the Valley Road toward Christi- 
ana, is the lerge farmhouse of Levi Pownall, still in possession of his de 
scendents, where Dickinson Gorsuch, severely wounded during the raid, was 


) carefully nursed by the Pownall femily during several weeks of his serious 


illness. On the Powmall property, not far distent fron the Parker House, 
is an interesting ruin’ of enother house early occupied by colored families 
in 1851, possibly fugitives. Rut the house in which William Parker lived, 
which beceme know as the "Riot House", has long gince vanished, the spot 
where it stood now being a cultivated field, while in one corner of the 
game field, out of the way of the farmer's plow, is a pile of stones, some 
bearing traces of mortar, reminding the visitor that those stones were at 
one time a part of the walls of the dwelling. The old ruins were standing 
on October 24, 1896, when Gilbert Cope of West Chester, photographed the 
seme. The picture shows the walls to have been constructed of stone rather 
than of logs as the county history asserts. Nearby the Riot House, by the 
spring, is the tree, much jupeired by age, under which Edward Gorsuch, the 
unfortunate Meryland slaveholder, died of his injuries. Only a little fer= 
ther awey the narrow waters of the upper Octoraro, here but a little brook, 
crosses the long lene leading from the Valley Roaa to the Rivt House site. 
The brook is bordered by alders each side of the ford where it is conjec- 
tured the raiders in the early dawn of September ll, 1851, halted to par- 
teke of their lunch. 

The “Red Mill" thet Castner Henway used to work, has dissppeared. 
Henway was a prominent eye-witness of the Riot.e The County History re- 
corded the following note concerning him:—— "Castner Henway wes born in 
the State of Delewsere, end at the age of five went with his father to Ches- 
ter County from whence he removed to the State of Marylend. From there ‘he 
went to one of the Western States, and returnedito Chester County about 
three years before this effeir end in the spring of 1851 he married, and 
rented @ grist mill in Chester Valley 4 short distance from Parker's 
house. He lost everything, but he never regretted having taken pert in 
this effeir. He died since 1880." 

In 1911, sixty yeers after the events ot the Riot, a granite monu- 
ment was erected in the tow of Christiane sn comnemoration of the event, 
end at thet time research was made by “illiem U. Hensel, who gave a full 
and unbiased account of the raid, riot, and of the "Treason Prien meen 
published his work in the seme yeer, 1911. The monument is a massive 
3-ton shaft of Barre, Vermont, granite, standing eleven feet above the 
sidewalk. Hach side of the shaft is marked; one side commemorates Edward 
Gorsuch who "died for Law"; another, Castner Henwey, who “suffered for 
Freedom"; a third side is furnished with the names of the thirty-eight 
defendants in the Treason Triel; and the fourth side records the dates 
of the Riot end of the Treason Trisl. 


* ; ee Since the visit above recorded the following notice appeared 
: es ocal peper:— This September (1941), ninety years efter this histor- 
¢ Christiena Riot occurred, in order to mark-the location permanently, a6 
en a iin a by a group of historically minded citizens of Christi- 

. s marker bears a sketch of the Riot House end the i 
"Christiena Riot House, 1&51." : act 
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CONCORD QUARTER. 


III OH 


Concord Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting was established 
early, being set apart in the latter part of 1683 under the name of 
CHESTER QUARTERLY MEETING, its first session being held at Chest- 
ery Paey 12th Month (February) 4, 1683-4. 

"In 1758, Chester Quarter had become, both numerically and geo- 
graphically, very large, consisting of fourteen Monthly Meetings; 
Chester, Goshen, Darby, Concord, Wilmington, Newark, New Garden, Not- 
tinghan, Bradford, Sadsbury, Duck Creek, Hopewell, Fairfax, and War- 
rington. A division was then found necessary." -(Michener's ‘“Retro- 
spect of Early Quakerisn.") 

As @ result in 1758 the Chester Quarter was divided, and, of the 
fourteen Monthly Meetings, those retained in Chestsr Quarter were 
Chester, Goshen, Darby, Concord, and Wilmington. In the ysar 1800, 
quoting from the minutes of the Yearly Meeting:- "The proposed alter- 
ation in the time of holding Chester Quarterly Meeting, and the chang- 
ing its name to Concord, being deliberated on, is wited with." 

Since the division of the Quarter in 1758, to 1938, thers have 
been fourteen Monthly Meetings in Chester or Concord Quarter estab- 
lished as follows:- 7.) 

1. Chester Monthly Meeting established. «.++-++e+ee-+sl 681. 

2. Chichester Monthly Meeting established.....+.+++++-1682. 

3. Darby Monthly Meeting established. .cecesescceeeere sl b84.. 

4. Concord Monthly Meeting established.....++-+e+eee.- L684. 

5. Goshen Monthly Meeting established... seseeeeeeeese oll 2le 

6. Wilmington Monthly Meeting established..+.ssseeee+ +1750. 

7. Birninghan Monthly Meeting established....+.+.+s+-+l8L5. 

8. Swarthmore Monthly Meeting established.....+eee+e++1893. 

9. Lensdowme Monthly Meeting, Hicksite, established...1901. 

10. Lansdowme Monthly Meeting, Orthodox, established...1904. 

11. Orange Grove Monthly Meeting established.....++++.-1907. 

12. Westtom Monthly Mesting BEAD LLSNSCaw wise eieiece b wicre @ LO ieus 

13. Middletown Monthly Meeting established.....-+++++++elI3le 

14. Providence Monthly Meoting established....+.++e+--1934. 

Chichester was a Monthly Meeting only temporariry from 1684 to 1686 
Orange Grove Monthly Meeting is the only isolated branch of the Concord 
Quarter, it being located in Pasadena, Los Angeles County, California. 
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The FRIENFS' MERTINGS in 
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Birminghem, H. & O. 
Chestor, H. & O.. . 
Chichester, H. & .0. 
Concord; He & 2Os.5's 
Daroy puller atistieuiage 


; Goshen, ide piielots s ° 
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Lansdowne, H. & O.. 
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Media, 0. ... 
Middletown, H. & 
New Castle, .. 
Newtown, Heiwen te 
Orange Grove, H. 
Providence, H. . 
Springfield, 0.. 
BUGHEONG eis si'else 
Swerthmore, H. . 
West Chester, H. 
Westtown, 0... 
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CONCORD QUARTSR uses more of its Meeting Houses in which to 
hold Quarterly Meetings then any other Quarter of the Phila- 
delphia Yeerly Meeting. In the Hicksite branch the Meeting: 
circulates in rotation, eccording to the schedule of 1938, to | 
West Chester, Wilmington, Willistown, Lensdowne, Swerthmore,. | 
Providence, Concord end Darby, thus teking two yeers to make_. 
the circuit. The Meeting is held on the last Seventh-day of et ie | 
the First Month (January), Fourth Month (April), Seventh  . tea 


Month (July) end Tenth Month (October). 
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During 1938 CONCORD QUART=R held its Quarterly Meetings °: 
y et Swarthmore in First Month (January); at Lansdowne in 
i Fourth Month (April); at Concord in Seventh Month (July); 
| end at Darby in the Tenth Month (October). Providence was 


Ph eg not used in either 1938 or 1939. yy 
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CONCORD QUART™R of the Orthodox brench of Philadelphia Year- 
ly Meeting of the Society of Friends holds its Quarterly Meet- 
ings on the Third-day following the second Second-day in the 
Second Month (February), Fifth Month (May), Eighth Month (Aug- 
ust), and Eleventh Month (November). In the Eleventh Month it 
convenes at Westtown, but in the remainder “f the year the 
Meeting is held at Media. Such is the regulation scheduled in 
1938. 


Westtowre WMecting Hous 


— 


eel le 


; 
| 
] 
; 
: 
\ 
{ 
4 
f 
} 


ed 


Ste 


j 
Pod - 
4 iw! i , x 

: h i 4 ™ * 

\ y Mii a " 

4 » 
. \ +5 , 7 
‘ = us " 
e 


id Min ys Ba 8 ee 


ake oe Lin. 


; - y yg ler rr) , 
: rok hee Bieiiteninne: ; 


> we’ ye Py eas 


-” - i ceeeenenendianel ate eh AES hee Tt oie 
( ~~ na¥ pitalebeltni® ‘to iomand- xobotin0. ent to 
\ 


neix% ‘to yteloot 


~ 


~ tye witednamg eth eblosdl eh 
git nh wabrhpesed babs ads grtwoltot 
dato Heeetet . (xo) dteatd exist 


“sur 
} st digo! dinevels 

eit reey odf to 
nt befubedoa aotiainge: est 


b . 


ei ~ + BF 
Sic biel eit ng 
eft doug 


tid 


dierent nat. <n TN AA A stem amet hm ee 


a] 


~— Ss eens ae 


yabrd't 
f og mmiat ne Stent, pega i 
. (redmevol) dtnokt dteovets bre 
~tmoste ey - 
cakbolt ty bled et gntteslt 


RerrpANO. GROOMS 
ect} to gniteeh aly 
a? eft no agaky 


(ten 8 
$3 sonevino)eiay 


. Rane 


285 < 


BIRMINGHAM - 


Meeting organized... ccceccecevcccve L104. 
Meeting established......--seseeee ee LIB. 
First Meeting House built...........1721. 
Preparetive Meeting established.....1726. 
Second Meeting House built.......-..1763. 
Meeting House used ac Hospital......1777. 
Monthly Meeting established.........1815. 
Orthodox Meeting House built........1845. 
Locetion near.....-e....-Chadds Ford, Pa. 
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Birmingham is a Monthly Meeting established eas such in 1815, being set 
off from Concord Monthly Meeting. It comprises the two Preparative Meetings 
) of Birminghem end West Chester, and is a part of Concord Quarter in both 
© brenches of the Society of Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. Two ex-~ 
: tracts from the minutes of Concord Monthly Meeting tell of the establish- 
ment of Birminghem as a meeting for worship and as a Preparative Meeting: - 


"1704. ‘John Bennett end Elizabeth Webb, on behalf of Friends, inhabi- 
tents of the upper part of Birminghem end Brendywine Creek, with the ad- 
vice of the Preparetive Meeting of Concord, did request of this meeting 
that they might heve a meeting at John Bennett's houee this winter time, 
beceuse of their far living from Concord meeting.'" 

"1726. ‘Birmingham makes application to this meeting for the privi- 
lege of keeping a preparative meeting, &ce, which this meeting allows of. 
Ezre Michener states thet on the euthority ¢f Bowden, Birminghem 

Meeting wes established in 1718, the year its first meeting-house was 
built. The first Meeting House stood near where the present House stands. 
Within the enclosure forming the old burial ground, is a smell merble 
slab resting against a narrow dark ridge of rock two or three feet in 
length. This is only a few yards from the south door of the historic old 
Meeting House. The oblong of white marble bears the following words:- 
"On this netive stone. rested one Corner of the first Meeting House. at 
(Birminghem). Built Cedar Logs, with a flint stone in center of it upon 
which they burnt charcoal to heat the Meeting. Erected. Viper 

The following minute of Birminghem Monthly Meeting records, gives 
the note of the establishment of the Monthly Meeting at that place:- "At 
Birmingham Monthly Meeting, held the 7th of the twelfth month, 1815, the 
following minute of Concord Quarterly Meeting, respecting the establish- 
ment of this meeting, was read, end the Friends therein named attended:- 

"Concord Monthly Meeting reports they are united to proposing to the 
Quarterly Meeting the establishing a new Monthly Meeting, to be composed 
of Birmingham and West Chester Preparative Meetings, and that it be known 
by the name of "Birmingham Monthly Meeting," snd held slternate at Birm- 
ingham and West Chester, &ce &e.3 which coming weightily before the meet- 
ing, is united with, and the following Friends are appointed to attend 
said meeting at the opening thereof, viz.; Abrahem Pennel, Edward Garri- 
gues, Semuel Canby, Jecob Hibberd, Thomas Smedley, and Joseph Meélin. Ex- 
tracted from the minutes, Nathan Sherpless, Clerk.'" 
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Birminghem Friends’ Meeting House is near the boundary line separ- 
ating Thornbury and Birmingham Townships in Chester County, Pa., tak- 
ing its name fron the latter township in which it is situated, and it 
is on distinctly historic ground, for the old Meeting House itself, 
built in 1763, was in the midst of the stirring scenes of the Battle of 
Brandywine, whers the British soldiers outnumbersd the Amaricans end de- 
feated them. Still the valiant service of Washington's army, by its 
skill in making its retrsaat, kept Generel Howe much longer in reaching 
Philadelphia, a distance of less than thirty miles, than he had hoped or 
anticipated, for it took two full weeks for the Royal forces to accom- 
plish the short journey. There were many skirmishes and ennoyances to 
Howe's army es it marched and one occurred close to tha Meeting House. 
In Futhey and Cope's "History of Chester County, Pa.," this brief refer- 
ance is made to the circumstance:- 

"In the fight at Birninghem Meeting-house a party of Americans for 
& time occupied a position inside of the rear wall of the graveyard. A 
number of the British fell hers. The killed of both armies who fell in 
the vicinity of the meeting-house were buried in the graveyard which 
partly surrounds it, their remains occupying ons common grave just in- 
side the gete, end on the side next-to the mesting-house. The meeting- . 
houss was used as a hospital while the British army remeined in the 
neighborhood." 

In the old graveyard, now much overgrown with evergreen trees, keep- 
ing ever green the memory of the silent dead sleeping under their verd- 
ant foliage, is a monument erected in tribute to the unnamed and unknowm 
dead who fell in the Revolutionary struggle and were buried within the 
enclosure. 

There are but few marked greves of the Frignds interred here. There 
is a row of the Forsythes near the wall by the Meeting House and some 
stones mé@érking members of the Davis family next to the. wall by the pub- 
lic road, and two or three graves of the Sharpless and Kite families are 
marked, but most of the ground shows only glimpses of a pretty play of 
sunlight on the moss and grass beneath the tall shrubbery and trees. 

During recent years tablets have been posted by the Pennsylvania 
Historical Commission and the Historical Societies of Chester and Dela- 
ware Counties at verious places of interest connected with the Battle 
of Brendywine, and one of these is on the wall of the Burial Ground at 


the Birmingham Friends' Meeting House, and another is secured to the 


Meeting House itself, at the southwest corner. 

The metal tablet attached to the House has the shape of a keystone, 
the symbol of the State of Perinsylvania, and it has the following in- 
scription engraved upon it:- "BIRMINGHAM Friends' Meeting House Erected 
in 1763 used as a hospital after the Battle of Brandywine September 11, 
wy at oF 6 Erected by the Pennsylvania Historical Commission and the 
Chester end Delaware County. Historical Societies 1916 " 

The western end of the Birmingham Meeting House on wich the tablet 
is fastened, wes erected in 1763, but the eastern end is of later date, 
the enlargement being made in 1822, according to the authority of the 
program of the Friends’ Historical Association at the time of the "Mot- 
or Pilgrimage to Birthplace of Isaac Sharpless and Old Birmingham Meet- 
ing House" on Fifth Month 2nd, 1930. 

Generel Lefayette wes wounded in the Battle of Brandywine and a 
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monument has been placed by the roadside not very far from the Meet- 

ing House to commemorate the circumstance, and his neme has been giv- 

en to the cemetery that adjoins the Friends' Graveyard at Birminghan; 
jn fact the Lafayette Cemetery, with its large and sometimes elabor- 
ate memorial stones, is continuous with the New Burying Ground estab- 
lished First Month, 1842, with no fence or wall of separation. Even 
‘in the Friends' part of the ground, well filled with tombstones bear- 
-ing the names of members of Darlington, Sesl, Strode, Woods, Hannun, 
Ashbridge, Cooper, Williams, Brinton and other. families, the outward 

influence of non-Friends is quite perceptible, and all about the yard 
can be noticed innovations upon the ordinary simplicity of the grave- 
stones marking the burial places of the Quaker dead. 

Opposite to the entrance gateway to the New Burying Ground is an 
old-time "Zight-square Schoolhouse," and a tablet erected by the Ches- 
ter County Historical Society in 1911, at the corner of the Old Burial 
Ground, where it is conspicuous to all passers-by, informs everyone 
thet "The Friends School at Birmingham Meeting House was established 
at this plece about 1753, It was for many years under the care of John 
Forsythe the first headmaster of Westtown Boarding School Opened in 
1799. Dr. Williem Darlington was @ pupil at Birmingham " 

A single row of horse-sheds still stands in front of the Meeting 
House in line with the octagonal school building, both on the opposite 
side of the intervening roadway. They look, in 1929, more ancient than 
the antique "Horse Block" which is nearer the Meeting House. 

There was no date-stone placed in the masonry of the stone Meeting 
House. The building was constructed of a mixture of light end dark col- 
ored stones, showing many traces of the existence of iron, and with 
some irregular sections or patches of a green stone rather prevalent 
as building material seen in many other houses and barns of Chester 
County. Of the two doors at the front of the House, one is without the 
triengular porch covering or hood, with which the other is provided. 
The door at the south end has a hood. 

Across the public highway, but a few rods beyond the old Birning- 
hem Friends’ Meeting House, which is in possession of the Hicksite 
branch of the Society, is the smaller Meeting House belonging to the 
Orthodox Friends. This is constructed entirely of the pale green stone 
so frequently met with in many farm buildings in the vicinity, and has 
the date of erection, 1845, on the front of the House. 

Back of this Meeting House is a row of wagon-sheds, and at one 
side, with no fence separating it from the meeting grounds, is a small 
Burial Ground in which ere a few marked graves, chiefly of the Forsythe, 
Carter and Sharpless families. 

From the books of Birmingham Monthly Meeting of the Orthodox branch 
of Friends are the following minutes relating to the building of the 
Meeting Houses- 

llth Mo. 27, 1844. "Birminghem preparative meeting informs thet it 
has appointed Jemes Forsythe, Edward Brinton, Asron Sharpless and Chalk 
ley Bell trustees for the lot of ground on which they are about to 
build a meeting house and requests the monthly meeting to record them 
as such, which is directed to be done." 

2nd Mo. 30, 1874. "Birmingham has bought 1/8 of an acre and enclose 
it with part of mtg house yard, for grave yard " 
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Here is a list of the Clerks of Birmingham Monthly Meeting, with 
the dates of the terms of each, from 1827 to 1889, of the Arch Street 
branch of the Society:- | 

1. Thomas Williamson........++e8-11-1828. . .« tow » « 12-30-1829. 
2- Pennock Passmore. ..seevevesed™3071831. « « $0. » « 4+29~1835. 
3. James Forsythe..ccs-coeveeced~ 2718360 « « tOe « « 4-28-1841. 
4. Asron Sharpless...eceoeecee -3-~30-1B42. « « tO. » « 3-29-1854. 
De David Garrett... .sceeesecee 3 20-1855. . « tOs » « 3-30-1859. 
6 William Forsythe... ..-s++.00,3-28-1860. . » to. » » T- 1-1868. 
7. John Forsythe ..ceesesvce see eI 28-1869. « » tO. « »« 7-30-1873. 
8. Joseph Scattergood.........e3-,. 171876. . . to. . « 3-30-1881. 
9. Canby Balderston.....e.e.eee37-29-1882. « « to. « » 3-29-1889, 


See Addenda, P 342, for further Prfpornaseon. 
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Y Meeting originally called.............-Uplend. 
Meet ine vOreOnd £ Ad <'ss.. swe ares wie sia.sie aoe «,0 se ch Gu oe 
Monthly Meeting established...........+--l681. 
Quarterly Meeting established............1683. 
First «Meeting House: bull t fois ues eee LOIS. 
Namexchenged to Chester: .tawdecv cscrcseeolLilis 
Second Meeting House (bust wi cs cc cit ame ood aos 
Orthodox Meeting House built....+++pe++++1829. 
Old Meeting House repaired....-.seereeee - 1883. 
LOCOTLON. We ecercvccsensosvccceeseGhester, Pa. 
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Chester is © Monthly Meeting of Concord Quarter of Philadelphie Year- | 
ly Meeting for both branches of the Society of Friends. It comprises the ‘J 
Preparative Meetings of Chester, Middletown, and Providence, end holds ae 
its meetings for worship conjointly, Orthodox and Hicksites together, in 
the Orthodox Meeting House at Twenty-fourth and Chestnut Streets, Chester, 
Pa. This Meeting House has the dete 1829 on the gable end toward Chestnut 
Street, is rough-cast and painted white, sets beck from the street with 
spacious grounds -in front and on either side of it, and has its row of ie 
old-time wagon-sheds at the left side. There ere two entrence gateways, 1 
one for pedestriens on Chestnut Street, the other on Twenty-fourth Street  ¥ 
for vehicles. At the reer of both the Meeting House end the sheds is a oy 
greveyard, which, in 1929, shows some evidence of neglect; tho old wall ile 
enclosing it is here and there artistically hidden by rambling woodbine, 
and the memorial stones mark chiefly the graves of the Meris, Sherplessy 7 
Trimble end Wetherill families. In the upper part of the burial-ground, = J 
back of the sheds, ere e number of graves of negro servants, their fami- | 
liege and descendants, who had worked for a prominent member of the Sharp- By, 
_ less family, one whose influence with the Meeting gave them, by reeson of 
cherity, a buriel plece here. Their graves are merked generally with wood- | 
en headstones painted white with bleck script lettering. 
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The subjoined notes from Ezre Michener's “Retrospect of Eerly Que- 
kerism" refer to the early history of Chester (called Upland in the 
settlement days) Friends’ Meeting:- 

"1681. ‘The first Monthly Meeting of Friends at Chester, to be 
found on record, was held the tenth day of the eleventh month, 1681, at 
the house of Robert Wede, end consisted of the Friends of Chichester 
and Upland, or Chester."" -(S. Smith.) 

"The first minute of the Monthly Meeting runs thus: 'Tenth of elev- 
enth month, 1681, A Monthly Meeting of Friends belonging to Marcus Hooky 
alias Chester end Upland, held at the house of Robert Wade.’ 

“Robert Wade came with John Fenwick to Salem, in 1675, but soon 
crossed the Delawere, and erected the 'Tssex House’, on the south side 
of Chester Creek, called Wede's Landing. Here Friends’ meetings were 
held, here Williem Penn took lodgings on his arrival, and here the 
first Assembly of Pennsylvania held. its session, in the year 1682." 
-(Michener. ) 7 

"1675. These Friends (of Chichester and Upland) hed meetings for 
worship at each other's houses so early as 1675, in which year Robert 
Wede and divers others came over." 

"1682. At the Monthly Meeting of Chester, the elaventh of the sev- 
-enth month, 1682, it was agreed that a meeting should be held for pub-: 
lic worship, every first day of the week, at the court-house at Ches- 
ter." -(S. Smith.) 

Gilbert Cope of West Chester hes ode the statement:- "The Friends 
at Upland were for a time members of Burlington Monthly Meeting of which 
a session was ‘held at Upland, in the first meeting of the kind held by 
Friends of the Western Shore of the Delaware River alone is set forth in’ 
the following minute: ‘the 10 day of ye 11 month, 1681 A monthly meeting 
of friends Dare Ue to marcus hooke & yepene ‘held then at Robert Wad's 
houss.' 

"The old book bears this ‘inscription: ‘The Register Books belong- 
ing to Mercus Hooke end Upland Meeting, ye 3d of ye 6 month 1681' About 
1711 the minutes were transcribed by Thomas Chalkley, who changed the 
word Upland to Chester." 

From Ashmead's “History of Delawere County Pa.,'" the following a- 
bridged account of Chester and its Meeting House is quoted:- 

"The first recorded meeting of the society of Friends in the prov- 
ince of Pennsylvania wes that mentioned as being held et the house of 
Robert Wade, at Upland, in 1675, when Williem Edmundson, an eminent 
minister then on a religious visit to the Awerican colonies, was pres- 
ent. Previous to the coming of Penn, at a monthly meeting held llth of 
Seventh month (September), 1681, it was agreed ‘Yt ae meeting shall ba 
held for ye service end worship of God every First Day at ye Court 
House at Upland.' 

"On the 6th of the First month, 1687, Joran Kyn sold a lot of 
lend sixty feet in front and width, between parallel lines to the 
creek, adjoining his garden, on the west side of the present Edgmont 
Street, above Second, to John Simcock, Thomas Brasey, John Bristow, 
Caleb Pusey, Randal Vernon, Thomas Vernon, Joshua Hastings, Mordecai 
Maddock, Thomas Martin, Richard Few, Walter Fawst, and Edward Carter, 
‘to the use and behoof of the said Chester—— the people of God call- 
ed Quakers, and their successors forever.’ Although the land was pur- 
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chased it was several years before the building was erected, the evidence 
apparent establishing that six years elapsed before the meeting-house was 
finished." . 

Subscriptions emounting to eleven pounds and twelve shillings were 
taken for defraying the expenditure of the erection of e meeting house. 

"On the 12th of Eighth month, 1691, the meeting appointed Welter 
Feucet and Randal Vernon to ‘Goe to those yt subscribed to the Build- 
ing the meeting-house thet they forthwith bring their pay unto Cabebs 
Mill and make report et ye next month meeting.' Some of the subscribers 
seem to have regretted their liberality, for on llth of Second month, 
1692, it was ordered that ‘Randel Vernon and Randal Malin Goe to Thon- 
£3 Powell &nd Return him the two pounds tenn shillings that hee saith 
hee lent toward building the meeting house and paying for the Ground it 
Stands on att Chester ond make Returne of their proceeding to the next 
meeting. 'se.ee 

"The impression which so long held undisputed sway that the first 
Assembly in the province sat in this old meeting-house hes ceased to 
be @ disputed topic among historians, but the question which part of 
the ancient building was first erected was long in dispute. The rerords 
of Chester Meeting, which are explicit, leaves even that no longer a de- 
batable point. The building being of stone, that part of it which faced 
on Edgmont Street was the original structure, and the brick addition to- 
wards the creek wes placed there after Friends had worship in there for 
severel years. As late as ‘1848, when the building wes inspected by a 
critical observer, these facts were established by the house itself. 
Whitehead tells us, ‘the brick part bore evidence of heving been subse- 
quently added es & kitchen, having en oven built within and forming part 
of the origins] wall. The timbers, too, were a8 ois better state of preser- 
vation.'......When the meeting-house was first built; it seems some of 
the neighbors had encroeched on the lot, for on Eighth month 4, 1797, 
"John Simcock's on behalf of the meeting required Henry Hollingsworth 
to remove his shop from off the lend belonging to the Meeting House, 
who promised to do so.‘ In the old structure Penn frequently spoke, and 
meny pleésant memories clustered ebout this first meeting of Friends, 
and therein services were held for forty-three years, until, in 1736, 
the society found it necessary to erect a lerger building to accommo- 
date its increasing membership, and the house on Edgmont street was seld 
to Edward Russell, who edded a gerret-story to the front building, end 
possibly erected the back part...... 

"On April 18, 17326, Caleb Coupland conveyed the southern pert of the 
lot on Merket Street, on which the meeting-house now stends, to Jacob 
Howell, Thomes Cummings, John Owen, Samuel Lightfoot, John Salkeld, Jr., 
end John Sharpless, end the letter the seme day executed & declaretion 
of trust setting forth that they held the lend as trustees and for the 
use of the members of Chester Meeting..... , 

"The discussion which had prevailed in the Society of Friends during 
the early part of this century respecting certain doctrinal points, cul- 
minated in an open rupture in 1827, when a division of Friends took 
place, those members who sustained Elias Hicks in his opinions retaining 
their connection with Chester Meeting being in the majority, the struct- 
ure on Merket Street became the house of worship of the Hicksite brench 
of the society. In 1883 the building was thoroughly repaired and moder-~ 
ized internally." P 
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From a communication from Charles Pelmer of Chester, April 11th, 

1929, the following statement reletive to Chester Friends, is made:- 
"The Meeting House on Merket Street, Choster, was not sold. The uss of 
it has been granted temporerily to a congregation, called ‘Glad Tidings, 
Christian Assembly of God,’ an evangelistic orgenization. The last meet- 
ing (of Friends) in the Meeting House on Market Street, Chester, was 
held the last First Day of First Month, 1926. Beginning with the first 
First Dey of Second Month of that year the Friends of thst meeting 
(15th & Rece Sts.) met jointly with Friends (4th & Arch Ste.), et their 
Meeting House, 24th & Chestnut Sts., Chester, and both congregations 
have continued meeting together ever since, except the business ses- 

sions." 

The two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of the 
Chester Monthly Meeting was commemoreted by a meeting of Friends' Histor- 
ical Association at Providence Meeting House, Tenth Mo. 10th, 1931, at 
which time the progrsm consisted of (1) en historical paper called 
"Glimpses of the Past" by Lydie Sharpless Hawkins, (2) "A Typical Monthly 
Meeting of 200 or More Years Ago— In Costume", and (3) an address by Dr. 
Henry T. Hodgkin entitled "The Challenge of the Future." 

The entire program, with special emphasis on the second section, 
proved an instructive and most enjoyable course of proceedings which a 
large gathering of Friends from various parts of Philadelphia Yeerly 
Meeting of both branches of the Society, greatly eppreciated. 


EET ee HEE ie 
CHICHESTER. 


Meeting settled. .cececoe cevcceees L682. 
First business meeting held........1684. 
Monthly Meeting established........1684. 
First Meeting House built about....1688.. 
Meeting House burnt........+20+2+--1768- 
Second Meeting House built....++++-1769. 
Orthodox Meeting House built.......1831. 
Orthodox Meeting discontinued......1883. 
Location near....-.-eeVillage Green; Pa. 
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Chichester Friends' Meeting is of very ancient organizetion, being 
organized and settled as early as 1682, and its Meeting House is more 
then a hundred and sixty years of ege, but, in 1929, there is no regu- 
ler meetings for worship held there. In the Friends’ Yeer Book of 1928 
it is announced thet Concord Quarterly Meeting, to which Chichester be- 
longs, holds a Circular Meeting in the afternoons of the first First- 
dey of the Fifth and the Eleventh Months, at Chichester. 

Chichester Meeting has an attractive end interesting history for 
both the historian and the antiquary, end its story is given at some 
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length in Ashmead's "History of Delawere County, Pa.," 1884, from which | 
the following is quoted:- ‘a 

"The present Friends' meeting-house is the second building erected 
by thet Society on the lot of two ecres lying east of Chichester Creek 
in the sharp sngle of the road leading from Chichester Cross-roads to 
the highway from Aston to Marcus Hook. Chichester Meeting, for record 
and business, wes held for the first time on the 17th of First month, 
1684, elthough religious services had been held in that section of the 
county &s early as 1682. The meeting originally comprised Aston, Bethel, | 
Birminghem, Concord, Thornbury, and Westtown, and beyond the limits of f 
these townships, west and north, indefinitely. At that time the religi- 
ous meetings were held et private houses; and after the organization of 
Monthly Meetings, Friends would essemble at designated dwellings. In 
the records of Chichester Meeting we find that e subscription was taken 
among Friends at the Quarterly Meeting held in Fourth month, 1687, to 
‘enable a@ poor man to build a house.’ This prectical charity was so 
noticeably the rule in the society that William Moraley, in 1752, re- 
cords: 'The Quakers have a Custom of reising Money at their several — 
Meetings, as I observ'd before, with which they do many Charitable Of- 
fices to the Poor and Indigent. I have myself experienced the Effects 
of their Benevolence. If any Person, though e@ Stranger, ccntinues to do 
well, by preserving a good Cheracter, and they have a good Opinion of 
them, they will enquire into his Circumstances, and if it appears he is 
Distressed in his Business for want of Stock, or necessary Implements 
to carry on his Trade, they will set him up out of this Money, without 
deménding any Security. sither by Bond or Promissory Note; end if he re- 
pays them, will relieve other Persons in the like Circumstances. If he 
never repays they will never give him any Trouble.' 

"The want of @ proper meeting-house for the society soon made it- 
\ self felt, and hence we learn that an effort was being made to erect a 
| building for that purpose. The minute states; 'At s monthly meeting 
held et Chichester: the llth of Eleventh month, 1688, it was proposed 
and agreed to build a meeting-house upon a parcel of land granted by 
Jemes Brown, 8s by deed may further appear, and sometime afterward it 
was agreed by Friends to fence in a burial-ground upon the said land 
joining to the meeting-house. The subscriptions thereto are as follows, 
viz-e: James Brown £3 2s. Od. and twenty-five others, Total 36% 4s. Od. 
The deed from John Brown, deted fourth dey of Tenth month, 1688, in 
consideration of one shilling end sixpence, conveyed the two acres 
herebefore mentioned to Williem Clayton Sr., Philip Romen, Robert 
Pyle, Jecob Chandler, Joseph Bushill, and John Kingman, in behalf of 
end for 'the only use of the people of God called Quekers.'.....- 

"The meeting-house is supposed to have been built soon after 

those proceedings but the exact date is not recorded. On Dec. 4, 1768 
the old meeting=house wes totally destroyed by accidental fire and the 
following year the present meeting-house was erected, and tradition 
records thet the greater part of the fund raised for’theat purpose was 
contributed by Richard Dutton, and Friends in recognition of his gen- 
erous aid, caused a stone bearing, in small figures, the date '1769' 
and the initials 'R. * D.', the latter divided by a small star, to be 
built into the gable of the house. While Cornwallis' command. ley at 
Aston, from the 13th to the night of the 15th of September, 1777, 
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British foreging-parties went out from Villege Green in all directions, 
end one of these marauding expeditions halted at the meeting-house, and 
in mere wentonness shot repeatedly at the closed doors, the marks of 
the bullet holes being readily seen in the front door to this day. Ne- 
-hemieh Broomall, for meny years sexton of the meeting-house, used to re- 
late how the British army, on its way from the Brendywine to Philadel- 
phia, encamped neer the meeting~house, and on that oceasion the soldiers 
were permitted to discharge their muskets at the doors as a pestime. The 
British army never moved in thet direction; the closest the division 
under Cornwellis approached Chichester meeting-house was about two’ and 

a half miles away." 

"In the fall of 1829, after the division in the society, those 
Friends belonging to Chichester Meeting who adhered to the teachings of 
Elias Hicks retained ownership of the old meeting-house, while those 
know as Orthodox, in connection with Friends of Concord, determined to 
erect a new place of worship in Upper Chichester, near the residence of 
Salkeld Larkin. A lot was donated for that purpose on the Mercus Hook 
and Concord road. A preparative meeting was orgenized and 'On the lot 
given for the purpose a stone neating-house, thirty-two by forty feet, 
was erectsd in 1831. In the same year a school was organized, and for 
two years John Reaves taught the pupils in the mesting-house. In 1834 a 
stone school-house twonty-five by thirty feet was built and was under 
charge of the Monthly Meeting. Joseph Bennett and his daughter, Louisa 
Bennett, were teachers, as were also John Cerdwell and Thomas Speakman. 
After the public-school law was adopted, and until the directors eract- 
ed a school-house, the building just mentioned was rented and used for 
school purposes. During the lifetime of Salkeld Larkin he was the heed 
of the meeting, and at his death, April, 1870, aged 90 years, Nathan 
Pennell succeeded, to be followed in turn by Calgb Eyre. In 1883, Upper 
Chichester Meeting was 'laid down!, and Friends ‘in that eecbion united 
with Concord Meeting." 

The compiler's visit to the Chichester Meeting eeiiee eccurred 
on June 21, 1930, when Jens Walton Schrader of Chester Heights took him 
to both the old historic Meeting House and to the locality of the form- 
er Upper Chichester’ Meéting. 

The Upper Chichester Meeting House is yet standing in 1930 in the 
capacity of a substantial dwelling house remodeled to suit femily needs. 
It is in posession of Joshua B. Bailey, Justica of the Peace, who pur- 
chased the property about 1906. Close by it is the school-house of for- 
mor days, quite recently altered for & garage and a roadside refresh- 
ment station. Very little about the place recalls ths Friendly atmos- 
phere of the past. It is otherwise at the encient stone Meeting House 
of the Hicksits Friends, beautifully located by the roadside with sever- 
“al hendsome oaks nearby. Close to the gateway is a pile of loose stones 
probably forming the old-time horse block of by~gone times, but they 
‘have no traces of mason-work, so the idea may hava. no true foundation. 
The Meeting House is quaint within; huga locks on the doors; a square 
stove somewhet tapering towards the top; the separating shutters; the 
old benches and the wooden bars for securing the doors on the inside. 
There in the wastern door the bullet-holes made by the British soldiers 
are reedily descried, but they cannot be seen from the outside of tne 
building until the protecting outer door, which has been placed there 
in the frame-work, is opened. The mutilated door is very carefully pre- 
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served, has been kept just as it wes in the Revolutionary days, with no 
covering coat of fresh paint put on it when other woodwork on the out- 
side of the Housé has been painted. 

The large graveyard is surrounded on three sides by a wall, but a 


large part of the Burial Ground is unkempt with the wild growth of vines 


and uncut grass. Msmorial stones ars numerous, gome family lots are en- 
closed, some unlettered fieldstones are visible, and south of the Meet- 
ing Houses, is & mound merked with oe flag, whers some Revolutionary sol- 
diers were buried. Among the family nemes to be seen at Chichester are 
Broomall, Carpenter, Cloud, Delleksr, Dutton, Fairlamb, Green, Grubb, 
Hell, Heacock, Ingham, Martin, Mengell, Morrow, Neide, Norris, Thomas, 
Trainer and Walker. 


Pe as 
CONCORD. oe 


Meeting organized about. ..s+seeeveree L682. 
Monthly Meeting established........-..1686. 
First Meeting House built.?....-s.e+e-lL697~ 
Present Meeting House built.........+-1728- 
Meeting House enlarged....-cecceserces 17786 
Quarterly Meeting first called Concord1800. 
Orthodox Meeting House built...eercees 

Anniversary celebrated... ccecseeeeee lL Ill. 
Location. scevescnreesecese cConcorgyille, Pa. 
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Concord is the name of one of the Quarters of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting of both branches of the Society of Friends. As such it was es- 
tablished in 1683 and was first known as Chester Quarterly Meeting, a 
name it retained until 1800. The earliest volume of the minutes of 
Chester (later Concord) Quarterly Meeting, in 1938, is preserved in 
the fireproof at No. 302, Arch St., Philadelphia. The following is the 
introductory wording on the first page of the volume:- 

“The Quarterly Meeting Book \ 

Belonging to the People of God Called wwe Quakers of Chefter County in 
the Province of Penfilvahia in America Began by Divers of thofe People, 
who in great ffredom of Spirit Left their Native Country of England, and 
tranfported. them-Selves and ffamilyes to this Remote Part of the world. 
The firft twelve Quarterly Meetings being Originally Entred in Chefter 
Monthly meeting Book, and at the motion of some ffriends to a Quarterly 
meeting held the 6th dey of the 12th month 1709, It was agreed that the 
Said twelve Entrys Should be Tranfcribed out of the Said Book, and Plac- 
ed in their order of time. Unto which meeting is alfo Added or Annoexed 
the Monthly Meetings of Newark & Duck Creek, in the County of New : Cas-~ 
tle " 

The first minute opens "At a Quarterly meeting held at Chefter the 
4th of the 12th month 1683 " 

By 1758 the Quarterly Meeting comprised as many as fourteen Monthly 
Meetings, and, being over-burdoned, it was divided and nine of the num- 
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ber were set aside as Vestern Quarter. In 1929 Concord Quarter embrac- 
ed twelve Monthly Meetings, and since 1929 two more have been added to 
the list. These two are Middletown (1931) and Providence (1934) the 
latter being composed of members of both branches of the Society. 

Concord's story, as derived from the minutes of Friends’ Meetings, 
is told in the "History of Chester County, Pae," by Futhey and Cope;.- 
1881, the quaint spelling and manner of writing being adhered to in the 
extracts, thus:- : 

"At a Quarterly Meeting, 12th month 4, 1683-4, it was ordered that 
'Chechester Monethly Meateing be ye second second day of eavery moneth.'" 

"The fearst nonthly meeting held by friends in Chechester on ye 
17th of the first month, in ye year 1684. 

William Hews, John Bezer 
John Harding." 

"At a meeting held 4,9, 1684, a subscription was made to assist 
Thomas Moore to build a house, in which the following persons joined, 
Jchn Harding, Morgan Drewett, Valentine Hollingsworth, Willism Hews, 
James Browne, William Clayton Sr., John Bezer, John Kingsman, and J.C. 
(Jacob Chandler ?) " 

"At a Quarterly Meeting, 6m. 2, 1686.- ‘Ordered that ye monthly 
meeting formerly held at Chechester be from henceforth kept one month 
at Chechester and one month kept at Concord & ye next monthly meeting 
to begin at Concord, untill further order.' 

"For some time it wes known as Chichester and Concord Monthly nset- 
ing; after 1729 it was held sltogether at Concord." 

Of Concord as a particular meeting for worship, the following min- 
utes treat of its establishment:- 

"At a Quarterly Meeting at Chester, 9th month 1, 16853" It is<e- 
greed yt ye mosting formerly held at John Gibbéhs house should from 
this time forewerds be held one first day & one fourth day at John 
Gibbons' & another first day & fourth day at Nicolas Newlends' untill 
further order.'" 

"6mo. 2, 1686.- ‘Agreed yt ye meeting formerly ordered to be one 
first day at Nicolas Newland'’s and ye other first day st John Gibins's 
be from this time removed & kept at Nicholas Newlands only, till fur- 
ther order (viz ) ye first & 4th days moeting.'" 

“At Mo. M'g, 4, 13, 1692.- ‘Margery Gibbins Apeered at this meet- 
ing and Apeared more Tender & low then heretofore and desired that dif- 
erence betwixt her & friends may be ended. At length friends & she con- 
cluded to reffer the seperate moeting yt they kespe at there house to 
the determination of the Quarterly meeting, she promiseing to stand & 
Abide by the Judgment of the Quarterly mooting.' 

"At Quarterly Mtg-, 9mo 4, 1695.4 Chechester monthly meeting be- 
ing called it wes agreed that Concord meeting which was moveable be 
now fixed at the new meeting house." 

Of the establishment of Concord Meeting, the date seeming rather 
uncertain, Dr. Ezre Michener writes:- "Bowden places the cowmencement 
of Concord nseting in 1684. Smith gives a confused history of meetings 
held in the vicinity, which I have not been able to unravel. Thus in 
1682: 'There should be three meetings held in the week, as follows; 
the western part at Chichester, the fifth day of the week; the middle 
meeting at Harold, et the house of William Woodmanson, the fourth day 
of the week; and the eastern meeting at Ridley, at the house of John 


ie I GA eat) 

5 apardae setae brasneo des % ee a oh 
of bebba read evden etom ord OSes Peat ne 
‘edd (28eL) Bai tation’ on (f6eL) aw Li ess. 6 


“ .ydeboog edt Yo vedonsrdt dtod Yo etadmam to bevogmne gated tested 
papnksoett 'ebroin® Ye eetunim eft mort pevineb es .y1ose a" paoene a 
«god bre yonsuy ys "es af ext avon xetsenn. ‘to. yrosech” ent tk + 
edd ml oF bexodhs ysted yattiaw. To serra bes iil Inteup 
re remit sr: of ; 

teat bevebyo eew ob ,P-8BSE 4h f$noor asst  sdhonbul. ylvedrsef s $8 
++ dene yee: ho yeh hxooea bmovea ey od gatodeeM yf 4 fenoM sotpedoe 


h ey m0 ‘vate stioedd at ehaetat vd blot grtteem yin deror tains? Hpbi Ya 
ee P82 amey ey mE trom text oft to. 


{ere fi ott, = <8 H. ws t city 


" gechies eit cs 


> to ftebend ef ebam caw soktqitoedue 6 .P80L -@,b ‘bilod gnttecs & tA" “ie 
“ nicf, eneeiteq af twoLliok ent, Lndated ok ,pegor 6 napes o) es ooh aemodT hi 
awoll “WePLLe?  ctxowenak lot entdnole¥ ,ttewe* aro: ae cutal i 


i’ ,enwort sem. 


2 Hx ar BNNs ¢ BRIA A 4 Wide «£ yared dol e mx Ys nosysdy esl I I : 
(heat dootl) 4 


: » (ft x8l 
> , ey AS ‘ 
ylitnom oy fads herebad* -.O86L ¢S oid ant teal seplp new e tA" a 
“ g - ¢ ’ 
djxow ane que dixolsonsd moti & steedaedd ta bled yixremi0t gakteem |) 
utteam yisituem czar 6%  beeonod ts fqedt dimom emo bra oaeelaal te 


. '.sebto tefinwt [lites gprensed je niged of 
i -foen yin de bropwed tne reseorioht) na meron saw Sh emts doe 10% a. 
iY rede  #* Broertod ta tedteszetia bled saw a esti 19tTs a 
wate gniweffet edt .qineiow tot guiteom tejusliasg 8 » broon0d 10. - ay 

« ¢ trenuin tidadae. nea to taext sedu 


~e wt 30’ 7@BOL ah Binom te ~teteshHd va gai soem Beiaare up Ss s4%> 
p i # pa a ; ab 
; do anodsiO miot te bled yIsear0t aniiesm ey t¥ bee 


eort blyede Sasson 
mio, ts Yah aPetiet eno % yab ta tt eno bied ad ebtewe0? omit 2 


[iktau ‘ebaotwett aafeokh de yeb ciiwot S yap Seri? vedtons 4% ‘enoddl 
. *? nebte svecken 


ee 


> 3 2 AS 

bay ano of of bevebis yitemret patioom oy 4X becigA’ --d89f .8 -omd" eT me 
pe a. ‘awtdhD ofot fe veh Feast teolo oy Sma & ‘hretwel! esloodt ta yeb ay ! “4 
~via [fit eytno ebanteen aeloiioi’ te dqed 4 bevemet emit ofits, aott @ a 


Rn 


ee 


= ‘wartteom ayeh Add & Seatt oy { xiv) 1eb30 % 
-feem elit te berseGh amtddt® request’ -.Sear ehL ah. og'M. OM. F tA". ' 
wtb deds berteeb baa oucbeteven ceils wol &.yebneT stom borseqs. ‘hee Re 
wooo efa & abnet1) signet MA abedae od yen sbrelit & ted txiwied eane7 
of eavond exedds Je eqeed ved Jy gnisoor eteisqes any pare ya ot bebulea 
a buete of gutesimoiq ore epriveom ylietieep ads 36 not sntosedeb. oti 
' eo tieor yfieiiauh edt to aaldabet ‘ett ya. eb -" 
ed aatéeen: qintnom teteedoand *.c8f «> ome «adh yiretisuG tA” 4 ‘4% 
ed efdaevom saw. stg detw ‘galtenn prosnod tedd heazgs sew Sf. hella 
| *.ganed gnideom wem.ods ta bext? end 
salees géilinded efdh ont ,gnttesif biogded to snendelidatee eft 10: pe 
ieomesnomvad ed? eeosiq. nohwou™ ~seadlaw wenedotl sist «30 sa , non 

aptitisest to yrofe Tit hevutnoo # aevig: iting bal me pat teem ‘ 100 

“ti qui? .tevernw of efds-reed ton avad 4 se aste ‘Utintoly, ¢ 
yewolLot eB «teow ody at Biet ene. tooe se1s ees ent 
eibb im eid pxeow edd To yeh ddMED © syfeseoda itd te 5 a Bs 
ya dieyo? eft enoarsmbo ult wat! fiw . “pewart edt ja ah loust iH. 
Moos to ated ae sree i ne ones iy bre é 


eae a . bea be i » ! 


| 
\ 


296 Nn 


Simcock, the fifth day of the week.' The middle meeting at Harold may 
have been the earliest representative of Concord meeting." 

In the "History of Delaware County, Pa.,? published in 1862 by 
George Smith M.D., the following rather curious note occurs relative 
to Concord's early Meeting House:- "There was a subscription made this 4% 
year (1697) of £86 by the Friends of Concord, Birmingham, and Thornbury, 
towards the erection of a meeting-house— it is supposed at the first 
mentioned place. The subscription lists contains thirty-four namos, 
From its heading, it is very apparent that some of the members were 
imbued with Keithian doctrines." 4 

Concord Friends’ Meeting became divided at the time of the "Separ-. 4 
tion" but the majority clung to the Hicksites and retained the Meeting | 
House. The Orthodox built another house not far distant in the village 
of Concordville, by which name their meeting is somstimes known, or so a 
designated in the "Book of Meetings" of Arch Street Friends, 1906, where- 4 
in the following note is to be found:- "Held on First and Fourth days at @ 
10 o'clock. Concordville is a station twenty-two miles from Broad Street 
Station, on the Centrel Division of the Pennsylvania R.R. The Meeting 
House, in the village of Concordville, is on the road which crosses the 
railroad to the right. (northwest) less then one-half mile up the hill. 
Usual First-day attendance, 5 to 10. The Meetings are usually silent. 
There are no children." 

E. L. (flizsabeth Lloyd) writing for the Friends' Intelligencer, 
Sixth Mo. 2, 1900, spoke thus of the Concord Meeting House:- "Concord 
Meeting-house is a brick building, beautifully situated on the top of 
a hill. From the time of the separation until a few years ago it was 
used jointly by both branches of Friends. On ordinary occasions each 
branch had one end, but at quarterly meeting times the whole houses was 
at the service of each. The Orthodox now have no First-day meeting here, 
and their quarterly meeting is held elsewhere. They have a separate bur 
ying-ground, but many of their members ere buried in our yard. The 
building wes erected in 1728, end enlarged in 1778. The porch, with a 
neat brick floor on a level with the ground, which extends around three 
sides of the building, was built by the Orthodox, and they also modern- 
ized the benches within, making them much more comfortable. The inter- 
ior of the building retains the old-time simplicity, and is different 
from other houses in the arrangement of its partitions. In addition to 
the usual partition, sach end is again divided by a partition which ex- 
tends from the bottom of the up-steirs gallery (which runs rene L iene] 
of the building) to the floor......- 

"The well-kept graveyard belonging to this mesting is a spot of 
more than usual interest. In one of its lots the graves of the Marshall 
family are marked by a lerge flat slab of white marble. In this lot lie 
the remains of John Marshal who came from Derbyshire, England, his son, 
Thomas Marshal, born in 1694, and many of their descendants. Neer-by is 
the grave of Phosabe (Mendenhall) Thomas, who was born in 1770, and liv- 
ed to be one hundred end five years old. She was a staunch member of the 
other branch of the society, and was the grandmother of our friend Thom- 
as H. Speakman." 

On Eighth Mo. 16, 1911, Concord Friendes Orthodox end Hicksites, 
conjointly, celebrated the two hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the establishment of the Meeting. On thet occasion the "History of the 
Meeting” wes prepared and read by Gilbert Cope of West Chester; a paper 


A oA he 


1 es | 


wi 


>, aren ae oe 2 we aks ai 
me pee at oe hy DO a ate al 


; “it ap eee ih ee ay Wee, i 
yor blow ta nafseom athbin edT ‘stage edt To yee WITLI odd —tods 
Hy gnktowm bvoxned to ovitatnenoiget Jeekiiae off meet ey 
yd SOBL ar hadtetidua *..at «ytawed etewelad to qredeln” eds at: 
evisafes esudso efom auoliwo soitin metwoLlot edt «dil ivime ¢ 
m ‘ eidd od8p gobtqhazesdue & #20 etenT” ~enol patios’ yinse e'broot 
Be .viudrionT baa ymangeimrie eroonod ‘20 ebneltt edt yd 28% to (Yeah) 188 
dortt oft de bewdaqne et ft mgovod-grtteam 2 to molsoere eft sbtawor 
spoman tobe yraist sntednoo etait metiqiwsedve ett -ensiq bemodds 
eroe avedmem ait ‘io ems tet? dnorsaas. prev ed v2 .yntbaed aft mo 
"ye . > pontagoeh acid het déte beatae. 
ott te bebkvib shaved yoddsel ‘ebanid broon0D” hal Ke 
1 bus aetindoth eld of seuio whine sc et dud “goht fame 
‘5 462° fon eesor aedsons ‘ftud xobodin0 edT eeuoH | 


2 #0 te i> 
agitesa sted? emen dokdw yo <@ 


<% OF 


er, 
3 A 
= f 
‘ a 


Bhs. -xaqee” orf te ‘emis 
> anitealf att hextate 
egetliv endpat trad 
os af _compontd eemisjeros : 


"enon feel 16 stood 
4 


Py wate . ced ealtteint soo" s doth to 
te eyed Gtavee bee Fetrs Ho ta" =gbauot ed oF af efor nn tiolLot odd mk 
 faqtde. DRONE MOT? velio ows~yeKows nortete s eh w£ftwhreon0d tools 'o OF o” 

 gubteet oA .f.f inayivenwet ot. 'to, noteiwid ferdinand ey 0 rob tesB) q 
oft weemons Holdw Ssoxr ets Ae ak ,efitvbroon0d te snetityv and ni ,easoH 
itd ed gh efinm Lian-ono & wit anel {duewd d10n ) tigias ent of bsot lke a 

( 2 eonebmette veb-dqult, fagee: 


aye ae ea 5 un BE ny 7: 
<THnOLLS y fiaue 3 3 80a eit eve oF Go «€ 


* cerhites on O18. O2ORA 
C vrenteghidetal Sebanitt ett sot gebitrow (byolt dtedesild) «ft B, ee - 
piconet!" ayeewal Asivesi’ bs sone) edt ‘to ast? otege OOCL 9S «0M deka 
to god ety ite be 2gud ts yitui kiwaed -¢peitbiiud vaind @ 2% eevoi-gniteom 
saw $f oye ervey wat rete softs isqes ett to ott att mort tbe a : 
done encteagno yremtbic n° obnott% to sottoned digod sitetet beem 
nsw seston elon of2 semis ttaoot ylretraup te Jud 2hee eno bed dor 1d 
‘ ,eted gatteem yab-teatt on aver wou robotts0 eT «tose *o- coolvie8ee eee : 
p ~tud eterages & aved went? sotoctweole bled ai goiteem yinediaup rents bas 
By nee wbisy twa SE bedand ote erednem akedd Lo ynem Jud , DANOTRAB 
; og itty ytlovog et? «BUTE at beoteine bas OSL az betvete sew Bel a 
esis bovtors abnotes Ho bet .bravotg ott dttw fevel #16 tooit todd 50 


~orvebdm oala yond pow etatottO elt wo tiiud eaw <gndbtisd ee: 
-yoint eft seldadictieg. stom Mou nets gittam wntidin sedooed ect bei 
foerettth el baa eettekfente emts-bfo edt entater galbliod ond To mes. 
ot noitibbs ni .enodsdiueg ast ty duomegasyie eff.oz coud wetsto tote 

aye Agtetw HOttisiwg@ 2 We febivib wiage at bae dope »ootticsag feueu ott 
bgig-qiredt te moftad eds mot pbnet 


eatwitnnel acvt doidw) eateg eis 

wae oI te nieve netookriahsvot Agnibitud ets 3a 
ieuamigaoled Stayevats: tqed-Lfew eft’ oo) 
| 3 %q eno a2 edeeretal Lavex nant on 
tert ental o ¥d hedzam ea Yi tmat 


. 
bil 4 
¢ 


4o toys s et gniteem elit 
ifedevell eft to sevetg edd we {2 

art tol etdt al .oidism ediaw %o data tel { tener? 
. poe etd . baa lyact orldeyd ed meat ems odw fadevei adol to aniamet, omi 
7 et y-x90l wsinabmenaeb tkets Bo yners bns o>@dL. at nrod -iedeisi 28c oT 
h wyEE bug gOVNE nk exod caw ome pnarcalT ( {fadnobeatt) edeodt to sve1g ond 
ehd Yo 19dwedt donuste 6 aaw el? -bfo etaey evit bee beowbaud eno od. 0% Be 

mod? bneinl tH96 45 1edtombrety ets eae bee rytetooa end to donetd, To) 
(an eee ticn ie tit: snc « aaedealoda aa 

~eotiewott One xoborin0 .ebnelst propnod . fel , af «ON “Miighe Dh 
' teedeteo «xLintobae 


4 
yi 


to vitexevinns APiLt-yrnews ona be 
edd Yo yrotath” ett notesooo santt 
seqeqg 2 iTeteen> teow Yo eqod Meds. 


; 


i ‘ Ai i a a ‘ L NE SI aw b i ‘ a Ni oe 
‘a , 7 she fe by 40 a icy ; ‘ne re i 
7 i V v > _ eae 4 


297 4 
entitled "The Meeting et Work" was prepared by Wetson W. Dewees of Hav- 
erford; another called "The Influence of Friends in Public Affairs" was 
given by Thomas S. Butler; Dr. Joseph Swain of Swerthmore gave an ad- 
dress on "The Federation of the Worlds" an "Invocation" was written by 
Elizabeth Lloyd; and J. Russell Hayes of Swerthmore produced a poem for 
the occasion. 

It was stated on the occasion of the anniversary, in detailing the 
history of the Concord Meeting House, thet the house wes burnt First 
Month 27, 1788, and then rebuilt to appear much as it is at the present 
time, but the porches were sdded in 1872. 

Ths two Meeting Houses at Concordville, Pe., are only the width of 
the Meeting House Yard apart, and their graveyards, each inclosed by a 
substential stone wall, are adjacent to eech other. That of the Ortho- 
-dox hes but few memorial marbles, while the Hicksite Burial Ground has 

many. Among the nemes seen in the former are Bennington, England, Hill, 
Lerkin, Mendenhall, Passmore, Scott, Thomas and Youngblood; and some of 
the numerous family names seen in the older cemetery ere Arment, Boozer, 
Brinton, Entrikeny Gerrett, Green, Grubb, Hell, Hannum, Jemés, Larkin, 
Marsh, Mershall, Mendenhell, Mettson, Newlin, Painter, Peters, Pelmer, 
Richards, Shields, Speekmen, Styer, Swayne and Teylor. 

The large brick Meeting House with the date, 1728, prominently 
set in the east, or rather its southeast gable, does not face exectly to 
the south, but has its corners very nearly in the direction of the car 
dinal points. A noticseble object on the grounds is a long stones build- 
ing, somewhat féllen into decay, which formerly was the horse-stables 
belonging to the Meeting. Also on. the grounds is a very long line of 
old-time wegon-sheds in front of which is a row of handsome lerge 
shade trees. 

The Orthodcx Meeting House, men smeller #han the ancient Hicks- 
ite building, is & bright, cheerful looking structure, rough-cast, but 
has no dete. of its erection visible upon it. It sets considerably back 
from the public rced. In its second story room Concord Grenge former- 
ly held its sessions. The wagon-sheds belonging to this Meeving are 
built to the right of the House. 
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Warliest Meeting: held....cecccceceseoes eel 682-0. 
Monthly Meeting established.....--+-+-- -- 1684. 
Ainew Meeting House built..cececeeeereesslT01e 
Present Meeting House built....-.++ee+.+-1805. 
Friends’ School discontinued....-..+.-++--1917. 
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Dr. Ezra Michener, in his "Retrospect of Early Quekerism", alludes to 
in the following words:- 
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. "Their Monthly Meoting!, was settled in 1684, titl which time they 
were joined to Chester Monthiy Meeting." =(S. Smith.) 

"Bowden gives the ssme date. But the early records of Derby 
Monthly Meeting ere imperfect. Some certificates roceived there from 
Englend beer dete as early es 1682; but thet does not prove the estabd- 
lishment of the Monthly Meeting et em eerlier dete. i 

"Meetings for worship were first settled in Darby in the year 1682, | 
-end @ meeting-house soon after built. The names of some of the first 
settlers belonging to Darby Meeting were John and Michsel Blunston, Ad- 
am Rhodes, Henry Gibbons, Samuel Sellers, Richerd Bonsel, John Bartram, 
&cte, who ceme from Derbyshire; Thomas Worth, Semel Bradshaw, John Hal- 
lowell, &ce, who came from Nottinghamshire; end John Hood, William (Cer- 
rett, Robert Cliff, &c., who came from Leicestershire." -(S. Snith.) 

Darby Friends' Meeting House, situated on Mein Street above Tenth 
in the older limits of Derby, Delewere County, Pennsylvania, belongs to 
Concord Quarter of Philedelphie Yearly Meeting of Hicksite Friends. The 
history.of this meeting commences with the early days of the settlement 
of the colony and has been outlined by Henry Grehem Ashmead in his "His- 
tory of Deléwere County ; Pa.," from which the following extracts are 
obtained: 

"The eerly Friends, who, fleeing from persecution in England, set- 
tled in and ebout Darby, seemed to have turned their attention speedily 
to arrenging for relipious services, end in the very yeer of Penn's | sie 
coming, 1682, tradition states & meeting was held at the present villege, 9 
in the house of John Blunston, whose hastily constructed residence : 
stood neér the mill-race, which was subsequently dug, end nearly oppo- 
site the present meeting-house........The inconvenience arising from 
the meeting being held in private houses, end the constent growth of the 9# 
society in membership......induced en effort to be made to build a meet- |g 
ing-house. In 1687 John Blunston, in open court, ecknowledged a deed 
‘for one acre of lend, in the township of Darby, to build a meeting- 
house thereon, to the use of the said township for ever, to exercise 
the true worship of God therein.’ A building, doubtless of logs, was e- 
rected on the trect end it is said to have been located on the hillside, 
within the present greveyard.....After the stone meeting-house at Ches- 
ter wes built, Friends of Darby, who were generally wealthy, perheps 
desired a more comfcrtable plece in which to assemble. Be it as it may, 
‘in 1699 it was ‘agreed that e meeting-house sixty feet one way and 
Twenty feet added to the side, twenty-one feet wide in the clear, be 
built,’ and 'John Bethell, John Hood, Michael Blunston, John Wood, end 
Thomas Worth ordered to manage the concern about seid house till furder 
orders.' The building dragged along in its construction and was not fin- 
ished until 1701. It elso wes loceted in the graveyard end e portion of 
it wes still standing in 1862. 

"At the Monthly Meeting in Twelfth Month, 1803, the subject was 
referred to ea committee, which et the next meeting, First month, 1804, 
reported having ‘sevorel times met, end were in good metsure united, a 
building on what is called the lower lot, end were of opinion that a 
house built forty-five feet by sixty will cost 3300 dollars.’ The new 
structure was ordered to be erected, most of the stone used. being ob- 
teined on the side of the road opposite the Imperial Mills of Verlen- 
den Brothers, excepting e few dressed stone which were brought from 
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Leiper's quarries, in Ridley. Towards the letter pert-of the year 1805, 
the building being nearly completed, Josiah Bunting was directed to 
give notice to members that the meeting would be held in the new struct- 
‘ure on the 8th of Twelfth month, 1805. The first marriege in the new 
meeting-house wes Hugh McIlvain, of Philadelphia, to Henneh, daughter . 
of John Hunt, of Derby. In 1870, the roof, which had done good service 
for sixty-five years, was replaced by a new one.* 

The elementary school connected with Derby Meeting wes discontin- 
ued about 1917, after which the school-house, edjacent to the greveyard, 
was torn down. 

The Friends' Burial Ground, nearby the Meeting House, is beauti- - 
fully situated on & rising piece of ground and is kept in the neatest 
order. Meny members of the families of Ash, Bartrem, Bonsall, Dutton, 
Hill, Hunt, Jones, Levis, Lewis, Lloyd, Maule, Peyne, Schofield, Wor- 
rell and other Delaware County citizens are interred in the cemetery. 

NOTE. To be exact in dates it is worthy of note that the Derby 
Friends' School was laid down Sixth Month 8th, 1917, and the building 
which stood on Main Street, in front of the entrence to the graveyard, 
was demolished during Seventh Month (July) 1925. The stone dwelling 
directly in front of the Derby Meeting House was the building used in 
eerlier yeers as the Friends’ School. This house still belongs to the 
Meeting in 1937; so does the quaint frame house eest of it, where 
the ceére-taker of the Meeting House lives. 
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GOSHEN. 


Meeting organized...csccesccecccccseee li0ds 
Meeting established... cescseceeceeeese rl I03. 
Firet Meeting House built....seceeeeeeelT09. 
Preparetive Meeting established.......+- 
Monthly Meeting established..ceessseeeelT22. 
Second Meeting House built......+++++++1736, 
Orthodox Meeti ng House built....-..++.1849. 
Old Meeting House rebuilt.......ee0e++ el 855. 
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Goshen is a Preparative end Monthly Meeting of Concord Quarter of 
the Philadelphie Yearly Meeting of Hicksite Friends. As a Monthly Meet- 
ing it was established in 1722, being set off from Chester Monthly Meet- 
ing, end at that time consisted of Goshen, Newtown end Uwchlan Prepare- 
tive Meetings. Samuel Smith states:- "It was agreed to be moved to the 
Quarterly Meeting for their consent, that this Monthly Meeting, thet was 
now grown lerge, and consisted of seven particuler meetings, should be 
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Givided imto two Monthly Meetings: thet is to sey, the particular meet- <@ 
ings of Chester, Springfield, Providence, and Middletown, be continued a 
one Monthly Meeting, and Newtown, Goshen, and Uwchlen be another. To i 
this proposal the Querterly Meeting egreed, and the one continued its : 
former name of Chester Monthly Meeting; the other was called Goshen. 
The first whereof was held in the sixth mo. 1722." 

1800.- "Goshen Monthly Meeting informs they heve united in removing. 
their Monthly Meeting to Willistown, which they propose to take effect 
in the first month next, &c, which this meeting unites with." -(Concord 
Quarterly Meeting.) a 

Regarding the early orgenization of Goshen Meeting, Samuel Smith re- | 
leted:- "1703.- At a Monthly Meeting, held at Springfield, &c., it was 
agreed that, to answer the request of Friends at Goshen, a meeting for 
worship should be held the last first dey of the tenth, first, fourth, 
andseventh months, at the house of David Jones; and on every first day @ 
of the week, throughout the year, at Goshen meeting-house. It was agreed | 
that the weekly meeting, throughout the yeer, should hereafter be kept : 
the sixth day of the week." 

In the "History of Chester County, Pa.," published in 1881 by Futh- 
ey and Cope, there is an interesting account of the establishment of Go- 
shen Meeting and of the building of its Meeting House, chiefly derived 
from the minutes of the Friends’ Meeting. It is there stated:- a 

"At Quarterly Meeting, 12,2, 1701.- ‘Some ffriends dwelling at Goshen @ 
makeing application to this meeting for to heave a meeting for worship 
settled smongst them. This meeting Considering thereof thinks fit to re- 
fer it to the next Qrty mesting it being the first proposall of it & by 
reason of a great flood but few friends appeared.' 

"3,4,1702.- The friends dwelling at Goshen Continuing their appli- | 
cation to this meeting thet they have a meeting of worship seteled amongst | 
them, This meeting taking the matter into Consideration thinks fitt that 
they may heve a meeting every first day there et ye house of Griffith -0- 
wen, the first meeting to be ye next first dey, and this meeting orders 
them to belong to Chester months meeting." 4g 

"6,2,1703.- Goshen Friends requested liberty from the Quarterly Meet- | 
ing to make some change in their meeting, but were advised first to a- 
gree among themselves, and then lay it befors Chester Monthly Meeting." 

"Chester Monthly Meeting, 6,30,1703. Att the request of friends from 
goshen this meeting doos agree and appoint yt there be a meeting of Wor- 
ship the Last first day of tenth month & first fourth and seventh months 
at ye house of Thomas Jones and on on every first day of ye week besides 
throughout ye yeare att goshen meeting house wheare allco is apoynted 
that yt weekly meeting be cept Every sixth day of ye week if ye quarter- 
ly meeting epprove of ye seme." 

This wes approved-by the Quarterly Meeting, Ninth Month lst, 1703. 
Perheps the neme of Thomas Jones wee a pen errer, since in #11 the leter 
minutes it is given as David Jones. 

"At Chester Monthly Meeting, 1,27,1704.- Ellis David end Cadwallader 
Wllis Informed this meeting thet David Jones belonging to Goshen meeting 
gome time since did unhappily Conive or Give way to his servant to worke 
in his Team some of his neighbors Creatures without their Consent, and 
desired the advice of this meeting Concerning this matter, and this meet- 
ing having Considsred the saime Concludeth thereupon, first, that the 
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meeting now kept at Devid Jones's house if the Querterly moeting approve 


MB 544 Kaa for time to come keept att Goshen; secondly, that the. sd David 


Jones do condemn the sd action by a paper under his hand to bes brought 
to the next monthly meoting, and Lastly, that hee make Reasonable setis- 
faction to the owners of the sd Creatures." 

"At Quarterly Mesting, 3,1,1704.- Chester Months Meeting being call- 
ed, Bartholomew Coppock, Randall Vernon, & Caleb Pusey appeared & inform- 
ed this meeting that it was the sense of their monthly mecting, for some 
reasons now offered, that the first days mesting formerly ordered to be 
kept at David Jones's house in ye great valley near Goshen should be kept 
for the future at the house of Robert Williams as formerly untill further 
order; which this meating doth acquiasce with." | 

"At Chester Monthly Meeting, 9,26,1706.- Goshen meeting proposeth to 
this meeting the building a meeting house and graveysrd near Edgmont Road 
it is Left to the Consideration of the next monthly meeting." 

"8,27,1707.- Friends of Goshen mseting Layd before this meeting their 
Intention of Building a meeting-house near Robert Williams by the buriall 
Ground, which this mesting hath nothing to object egainst, But orders 
friends appointed to attend ye Quarterly meeting do move itt thers for 
their Concurrencs, and they further Desire thet their meeting may be kept 
once in a month att White Lend which this meeting assents to, and that itt 
bee Leyd before the Quarterly meeting accordingly." 

"The subject wes continued under consideration for some months, but 
the Quarterly Meeting decided, 12, 2, 1707, that the mseting-house should 
be built at the burial ground near Robert Williems', and that a meeting 
for worship should be held once in six weeks at the house of James Thomas, 
in the Great Valley, beginning in the month following. The new meeting- 
house was ready for occupancy 8, 31, 1709, and permission given for the 
meeting, then held at Robert Williams‘, to be removed thereto, and held 

on the First and Sixth days of the week. 
"At Chester Monthly Meeting, 5, 30, 1716.- The Representatives of | 
Goshen Requests that the six weeks meetting kept att James Thomas be laid 
aside att present and setled att Goshen and Youghland untill further or- 
der which this meeting thinks well of and Requests the approbation of the 
Quarterly maetting." ; 

"This was approved by the Quarterly Meeting in the following month. 
James Thomas, at whose house the valley meeting was held, wes a nephew of 
David Jones. It was what is now Hast Whiteland, but had no connection 
with the present Yhitelend Meeting. In 1736 a new meeting-house wes erect- 
ed in place of thé former one, and remained until a few years since, when 
it was torn down and rabuilt on the same site. Among the early members of 
this meeting were Robert Williams, Ellis David, Cadwallader Ellis, David 
Jones, Jemes Thomas, Thomas Garrett, William Garrett, Gsorge Ashbridge, 
John Cadwalleder, Edward Kinnison, Isaac Martin, David Davis, John Haines, 
and Isaac Hsines." 

The first Meeting House at Goshen was built of logs in 1709, and was 
the first one erected in what is now Chester County. In 1736 it was demol- 
ished and a stone house built in its place. In the minutes of Goshen Month- 
ly Meeting of Yomen Friends, 1722 to 1830, now in the care of Orthodox 
Friends and in the firsproof at No. 302 Arch Street, Philedelphia, is the 
following interesting record:- 

"At Goshen 2-16-1756 'The Monthly Meeting Book is Transcribed from 
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ly Meeting held there) to the seventeenth day of the thtrd month new Stile #4 
1755, Containing 265 pages in ths Bound Book for which the Clark has Re- | 
ceived three Pounds and twelve Shillings and there remains unpaid. nine 
Pounds and twelve shillirgs. Hach Preparative Meeting are desired to’ make 
a Collection in order to Pey the Clerk for Transeribing." 

During the troubles arising from the Separation of 1827, the Friends 
of Goshen were greatly disturbed A few extracts from the Minutes of the 


By 


are ios from the copy of the minutes made by Gilbsrt Cope of West Ches- a 

ter, the original manuscripts being in the vault at No. 302 Arch St., Phila.) % 

the first of these extracts, however, being from the minutes of Women's , 
Monthly Meeting: - 

"At Goshen the separatists continued to keep their seats with friends (§ 
in their preparative meetings untill the cases of several were regularly in’ 
the minutes of the Monthly Meeting who being by friends desired to withdraw 
refused, end in order to preserve the Meeting select it was adjourned to 
the the 7th Day following from which time they have been held one week 
sooner." 

"At our preparative Meeting held 10th mo 15th 1829 the friend who has 
the care of the House informed that the fastening of one of the Doors had 
been recently removed, end a lock, having a key, placed thereon without 
his consent or knowledge whereby whosoever has the key can obtain entrance, 
Whereupon William Hicks, Hli Thomas and John Forsythe were appointed to 
take the necessary cere in the case: And at our preparative meeting held 
llmo 19th 1829 the before named Committee were directed to forbid forcible 
entry into the house: And also on behalf of the preparative meeting to 
protest ageinst the disorderly practices of George Garrett, Abner Griffith 4 
end others and forbid the continuance thereof. Whéfefore on the 26th of the # 
limo, 1829 the committee in the presence of Philip Price, Benjamin Cope, 
Benjamin Sharpless and James Forsythe as witnesses thereunto published the 
following protests in the hearing of the persons therein named; As there 
has been recently a lock, having a Key, placed upon one of the Doors of a 
Goshen Meeting House without the knowledge or consent of the friend who has | 
the care thereof whereby whosoever has the key can obtain entrance and as 
Benjemin Garrett has had the key in possession therefore we Williem Hicks =| 
Eli Thomas end John Forsythe by direction and on behalf of Goshen prepara- | 
tive meeting do, protest that neither he nor any other person not appointed ¥ 
by said preparative meeting has any right to use said lock end key for the 
purpose of obtaining an entrance into the house, and do hereby forbid the 
use of the same accordingly. And we also forbid forcible entry into the 
house, And as Géorge Garrett “Abner Garrstt .and others under certain forns 
of concluding meetings for worship disturb ths religious meetings of the 
society friends held at Goshen therefore we ‘William Hicks Eli Thomas and 
John Forsythe by direction end on bshalf of Goshen Prepsrative Meeting do 
protest against end forbid the continuance of those disorderly practices " 

On 12th Mo. 3, 1829:- "The following information end stetement being 
received from Goshen Preparative meeting, which was rend end efter delib- 
erate consideration was directed to be entered on the records of the Month-) 9 
ly Meeting to wit-- On the 22nd of lst mo 1829 the Separetists appointed 
George Garrett Abner Griffith end Abner Garrett to the care of conclud- 
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then has been or is usuel for the meeting to conclude which necesserily 

disturbs our meeting for worship And on the 25th of 6mg last before the 

. proper time of concluding our neeting for worship one of the above named 
r persons moved thet the partitions between men and women friends be clos- 
ed, which wes done by the Separetists at thet a As well eas some in- 

stences of like occurrence previous thereto." 

On 9th Mo. 2, 1830:- "The committee appointed on the subject of Edu- 
cation & to inquire into the state of the schools within our limits after 
deliberate ettention thereto d@zreed to report that from Informstion re- 
ceived It appears that within the limits of the quarterly mesting there 
are fifteen school houses, the property of friends, fourteen of which are 
under the Controul of the Seperatists. There ere but two schools teught 
by members % superintended by &@ committee of the Monthly Meeting One et 
Springfield in the only house in the possession of friends the other in 
Middletown in a house belonging to one of the members. In the upper part 
of Middletown end that part of Willistown which lies contiguous it is be- 
lieved there is a sufficient number of Children for one school. But ow- 
ing to the fewness of numbers & there widely Scattered situation in other 
pleces there is but little encouragement to believe thet such schools as 
contemplated by our discipline can et present be supported within our lim- 
its. But we ere of thé opinion that of thoes places thus circumstanced 
friends would edopt the recommendation of the Yearly Meoting in assisting 
each other in the instruction of there children *% open schools in there 
families, some of the difficulties they at present labour under would ke 
obvieted. And @s we keep sufficiently elive to the concern and ere willing 
to make the Efforts the circumstences in which we are pleced seem to ra- 
quire, further improvement may still be effected in reletion to this sub- 
ject which may prove of lasting benefit to our children end promote the 
best interest of our religious society Signed oubehalf of the Committees 

Benjemin Sharpless 

8mo 17th 1830 Shon es ' Enos Sharpless " 

The compiler of these notes visited the Goshen Meeting locality on 
Mey 23, 1929. The Goshen Friends' Meeting House is nat & large building. 
It is on @ rise of ground by the rosdside at the Sides of Goshenville, 
Chester County, Pa., ® stone wall protecting the slent of the earth from 
the wear end teer of reins end weather. Two approaches by -es many geteways, 
eech with noticeable stone poste, lead to the House end both roadweys 
join in e single passage across the Meeting House Yerd to the entrance to 
the Burial Ground beyond. The building is of stone, rough-cast, end has no 
porch st the front to relieve its bleak appearance, but e small one is et 
the eastern end, where a small "Horse Block", woll preserved, is still 
kept. A teblet on the front of the House is marked "Founded 1736 Rebuilt 
Locos 

The eastern gable is Peainaee boarded to the eaves, and a long row of 
wegon-sheds extends from the House to the interior engle of the L-shaped 
graveyerd thet occupies e@ large tract of ground between the Meeting House 
and the public thoroughfere leading from West Chester, four miles distant, 
to Melvern and-Norristown. At the intersection of the two public roads is: 
a stone building, formerly the Friends' Schoolhouse, end still in posses- 
sion of Goshen Meeting. In the lerge graveyard, the oldest part- with only 
a few memorial stones, ere the greves of meny of the families of Beale, 
Boddigs, Cox, Davis, Evans, Eldridge, Garrett, Gheen, Hall, Hicks, Hickman, 
Hoopes, Hipple, Jones, Prett, Rogers, Sharpless, Smedley, Suplee, Thomas 
end Walter. 
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The Orthodox Friends also have both Meeting House end Burial Ground »% 
at Goshen, but their meetings for worship there have been discontinued. The | 
House, built of green stone, plastered at the beck, is near the Hicksite 
Meeting House, heving only the space of e smell greveyerd between. The date 
of erection, 1849, is on the front of the House end the place is well shade 
ed by trees. This Meeting House is now used by Goshen Grenge No. 121, but 
it remsins unchanged in outward eppsarance. 

The only names to be seen in the edjoining Orthodox graveysrd are 
Cellahen, Cheyney, Fisher, Forsythe, Hell, Harvey, Hatton, Hutton, Haines, 
Hoopes, Pendrich, Epengons Roberts, Russell, Sheppard, Terrell, Williems 
end Yearsley. yy 

With Orthodox Friends, Goshen was a Monthly Meeting of Concord Quer- 74 
ter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. Its meetings are now held at Malvern. ~ 
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Hicksite Meeting orgaenized..esceeescceceee 01898. 
Monthly Meeting established. ..cscccccceeee eel Il. 
Meeting House built.cesccccleveesccccscvee cel I~ aM 
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Orthodox Meeting developed from..........--Darby. a 
Meeting Hose bDULLte.e ein he Peg owe cee ve LOls 
Friends’ School organized...ccccees ppesee ee L902. a 
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At Lensdowne in Delaware County, Pennsylvenia, the Orthodox brench a 
of the Society of Friends has had an established Meeting since shortly ae 
after the Separation of 1827. In 1831 friends built the Meeting House 
which now stands.on North Lensdowne Avenue near its intersection with © a 
Stewart Avenue. This is a cheerful appearing little rough-cast struct- i" 
ure that looks bright even in dull weather. The date of erection is on 
@ stone in the upper part of the gable facing the school-houss that 
stands in the Meeting House Yard. 

The School, an elementary institution for day pupils, was orgenized 
in the autumn of 1902. "It was fostered," quoting from its circular of 
1928, "by The Lensdowne Friends' School Association until 1905, when the 
care of it was transferred to the Monthly Meeting. Tho original building 
consisted of two class rooms, a vestibule and cloak rooms. School opened 
with sixteen pupils. These increased in numbers so thet it became neces- 
sery in 1904, to add & second story to the building. In 1920 the base- 
ment wes fitted up for a kitchen end lunchroom to relieve the crowded 
quarters on the second floor that had been used for this purpose since 
1914. In 1926 the room was made more attractive by tho removal of the In- 
-dustrial Arts equipment to the Kindergarten building, the addition of 
new furnishings and general improvements." q 
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This School celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary in 1927 with. 

a "Play", illustreting primery education progress among-Friends; it 
+ was in four tableeux representing,- 1. Salem, Ne. je, in 1676; 2. Clark's 
' Inn, Phile., in 1754; 3. Lansdowne in 1902; and 4. Lansdowne in 1927. 

In Arch Street Yeerly Meeting, Lansdowne is a Monthly Meeting be- 
longing to Concord Quarter. The following communication from the 6lerk 
of the Monthly Meeting, written February 8, 1938, tells of the organize- 
tion of the Meeting. As Gilbert Cope of West Chester, on 5th Mo..2, 1897, 
took a photograph of the Meeting House end labeled it "Upper Darby", it 
is conjectured thet the Meeting was originelly known by the name of Dar- 
by or Upper Derby. Hence there is some reference to the topic in the 
communication:- 
fF -s “Replying to thy inquiry I would ssy that the minutes of Lansdowne 
' Monthly Meeting of Friends indicate that it was set apart from Chester 
(Pa.) Monthly Meeting of Friends on Third Month 3lst, 1904, end since 
that dete hes constituted a separate Monthly Meeting. When the meeting 
wes set up in 1904 it was composed of those members of Chester Monthly- 
Meeting who were members of Derby Preparative Meeting of Friends and 
who met for worship at the mecting house on Lensdowme Avenue north of 
Stewart Avenus in Lansdowne. I understand that this meeting house was 
built by those members of Derby Monthly Mesting who at the time of the 
separation remained with the Arch Street Friends. The origin6] meeting . 
house in Derby wes then taken over by Rece Street Friends who still re- 
tain it. The present Lensdowne Meeting House was built in whet was then 
Upper Darby Township end wes no doubt known as the Upper Darby Meeting. 
Whether the Arch Street Friends organized a Darby Monthly Meeting after 
the separation I do not bt. present know, although I should essume it to 
be probable that they did and thet the meeting was later merged with 
Chester Monthly Meeting. I think it is true, howéver , that the Friends 
who worshiped at this meeting house continued a preparative moeting 
known es Derby Preparative Meeting during the interim. .... 

Sincerely , Albert B. Meris." 

Among Hicksite Friends, Lansdowne is also a monthly Meeting of Con- 
‘cord Quarter, but it wes not organized as a meeting for worship until dur- 
ing the passage of the "nineties." The two Lensdowne Meeting Houses are 
but e couple of squares apart, the Hicksite building being on a lot 90 
by 165 feet, purchased in 1902 for $2,000., at the northwest corner of 
Stratford end Owen Avenues. The building itself cost $5,000. The date 
of erection, 1903, is on & stone at one corner of the building, next to 
the front porch and facing Owen Avenue. In "A List of the Records of the 
Meetings Constituting the Yeerly Meeting of the Society of Friends Held 
at Fifteenth end Rece Streets Philedelphia Compiled by Morgen Bunting, 
Darby, Pe., 1904," the date of the establishment of Lensdowne Monthly 
Meeting is given "1901, by Concord Quarterly Meeting upon epplication 
of members of Derby Monthly Meeting living in Lansdowne." 

The Hicksite Meeting House eat Lansdowne wes opened for worship in 
Eleventh Month, 1903. The following week the Friends' Intelligencer, E- 
Jeventh Month 28, 1903, stated in its igsus of that dates~ 

"Several Friends’ meeting-housys heve been built within the last 
two years, but £11 of the others were for the better accommodation of 
long established meetings; the house at Lensdowns, Pa., is for & mecting 
thet head its beginning with alittle First-dey School four or five years 
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agoe.--.As the meeting began with a First-day School and one-third of 
its members are minors it is fitting thet its home should heve been Ji 
planned with especial reference to the needs of the school. The exter- ii 
ior of the new building, es the eccompsnying illustration shows, looks (“9m 
more like a large private dwelling than the traditionel Friends' meet- »% 
ing-house. The front doors open into a hall on one side of which is a 
large cléss-room and on the other side a smaller cless-room and the li- 
brary. & stairway leads up to three more class-rooms that are directly 
over these. There are windows of opaque glass between the class-roons 
and the meeting-room, which. can be opened or closed at pleasure. The bi 
hell leads to the main room, which is two stories in height end is large. 
enough to seat two hundred people comfortably. There are two seats fac- 
ing the meeting, one of which is raised, with a railing in front. 

"A basement extends under the whole house, the main part of which 
has a board floor. hen this is completed it will contain, in addition "“@ 
to the coal room, a dining-room, kitchen, and totlet-rooms. The building’, a 
is heeted by two hot-air furnaces. I 

"The opening exercises were held on Seventh-day evening, the 216}, “3 
(Eleventh Month, 1903). Extra seats. and chairs were placed in class-roosgm 
and aisles and about: 400 persons were present, there being many visitors 4 
from a distance. After the opening silence J. Zugene Baker, who presided 
during the evening, offersd from a full heart a prayer of thanksgiving; “4 
he said that 011 might feel a sense of their stewardship and that not 
only the house, but those who met within it might be dedicated to the 
service of God. After another silence he read extracts from two thanks- | % 
giving psalms, and in an introductory address he said that the greatest 
gain to the mseting in the new house was not in material things....." 

"The main address of the evening was delivgred by Henry W. Wilbur, 
of New York, who spoke of the essentials of a religious life and the 4 
broedness of the feith of Friends. Other speakers were John J. Cornell, § 
Lydia H. Price, Devid Ferris, and Samuel Jones." q 

In response to an inquiry, William R. Fogg, clerk of Lansdowne Month} 
ly Meeting, wrote, 6th Mo. 5, 1938,- "I find from the book of the Record=j 
er of Lansdowne monthly eee that the meeting was established 9th ¥ 
month 23rd, 1901." ; 

The first Book of Minutes of Lansdowne Monthly Meeting is deposited © 
in the Friends' Historical Library at Swarthmore, Pa. From it is obtain- ¥ 
ed the following copy of the Introduction of that manuscript:- a 

"Owing to a desire felt for several years by Friends living in Lens- 4 
downe that their children should have the benefit of religious training | 
according to the principles of their society a meeting wes called by 
Jos. Powell and Isaac H. Hillborn in Garrett Hall 9th Mo 25th 1898 to 
consider the advisability of establishing a First-day School in Lans- 
downe. At this meeting, a committee was appointed to investigate the 
subject end report to a general meeting to be held at the same place 
10th Mo 9th. i 

"Kt this second meeting a superintendent and teachers were appoint- | 
ed and children enrolled es members of the new schools; the future ses- 4 
sions of the school were held in Barker Hell 

"At the same time a wish was expressed that a meeting for worship 
might be held on First-deys after the adjournment of the school; ac- 
cordingly such meetings have been regularly held since 10th Mo. 16th 
1898 
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"At a meeting of Friends held at Lensdowne Pa. 9th Mo 23rd 1901 the 
following papers were read. ‘ 

Lansdowne 4th Mo 9th 1901 
To Darby Monthly Meeting of Friends. 
Deer Friends, 

The enclosed communication. 
to Concord Quarterly Meeting expresses a concern that has been growing 
among Friands residing in and'*near Lansdowne. If consistent with your 
views we would appreciate your forwarding it to the approaching Quarter- 
ly Meeting with such recommendation as you may feel willing to give. Hop- 
ing for your support and sympathy we remain your friends Samuel B. Bar- 
tram, George S. Powell, Sarah B. Bertram Gertrude H. S. Price & others 

Lansdowne 4th Mo 9th 1901. © 
*To Concord Quarterly Meeting of Friends. 
Dear Friends, 

We the undersigned of Darby 

Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, living in or neeér 

Lansdowne Delaware County Pa. within the limits of Concord Quarterly Meet- 

ing, under a concern for the best welfare of our Society, ask your con- 

sideration of the following proposition: 

For the past two and a half years, we, with others residing in the 
neighborhood have held a religious meeting on each First-day after the 
menner of Friends, though not under the care of any organized business 
meeting of the Society; we havs also regularly held e@ First-dey School 
with a present enrollment of seventy-two members, including forty-six 
children for about nine months of each yr. under the care of said meat- 
ing, which reports to Concord First-day School Union 

Believing that active participation in the bpsiness of our meetings 
for discipline is of grest value, especially to our younger members, we | 
feel the time has come when it would be a strength to us, and ean encour- 
agement to others of this community who contemplate uniting themsslves 
with Friends; if a Monthly Meeting to be called Lansdowne Monthly Meet- 
ing were established in the regular order of the Society and under the 
care and supervision of Concord Quarterly Meeting. Reelizing our respon- 
sibility in this undertaking, we solicit the sympathy ang encouragement 
of the Quarterly Meeting, end ask your serious consideration of this 
‘weighty concern. 
Signed by Nathan D Bartram and 22 other adults. 

Report To Concord Quarterly Meeting of Friends:- The committee ap- 
pointed to consider the request which came through Darby Monthly Meeting, 
on behalf of Friends in Lensdowne and vicinity, for the establishment of 
a Monthly Meeting at Lensdowne, met, pursuent to this appointment, at 
Lensdowne, on First-day, 9th of 6th Mo. at 3 P.M.- committees a1l- present 
except three, for the absence of whom sufficient reasons were given. Af- 
ter hearing the expressions of thoughts upon the subject, of a number of 
Friends present, the committee were united in recommending that the Q. 
Meeting assent to the establishment of a Monthly Meeting et Lensdowne, to 
be called ‘Lansdowne Monthly Meeting of Friends;' the membership of which, 
at its beginning, will consist of such members of Darby Monthly Meeting, 
as shell have, in writing, informed said Monthly Meeting that they desire 
to be members of the said Meeting. 
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If the Quarterly Meeting shall approve of this recommendation ee 
pose thet Sereh B. Bartram be authorized to receive such list from Darby | 1. 
Monthly Meeting, and to call the Friends together for organization. 

Signed on behalf of the committee by 
Edwin J Durnall 
Philena M. Temple 
Taken from the minutes. of the Quarterly Meeting. 
¥ Matilda Gerrigues Clerk." 

(The request was grented by the Quarterly Meeting end the first min-— 
ute of Lansdowne Monthly Meeting of Friends begins "At Lensdowne Monthly 
Meeting of Friends held 10th mo 21st 1901.—" At @ previous meeting for | 
organization held at Concord 7th Mo. 30, 1901, Sarah B. Bartram was ap- fe 
pointed Clerk, George S. Powell assistant Clerk, Nathan D. Bartram Treas- 
urer, Gertrude H. S. Price Correspondent and George S. Powell Recorder.) ee 
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Mesting combining Goshen and East Whiteland. 
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Malvern Friends" Meeting developed from the older mesting of White- 
land, located in East Whiteland Township in the eastern part of Chester 
County, Pa. The new Meeting House is in the town of Malvern, at the cor- 
ner of Woodland Avenue and Roberts Lane, and is an attractive looking 
building constructed of serpentine stone, somewhat on the plan of the 
traditional old-fashioned Friends' Meeting Houses. The front of the House 
frces south as in the case of the early Friends' places of worship, and 
there is a porch on its south and west sides. The date of erection, 1879, 

- is plainly in sight in the western gable in good-sized figures. The House 
stands in the middle of its yard, and at the rear are the wegon-sheds, & 
short row, now of little use in the original capacity for which mM were 
built. 

In the "History of Chester County, Pa.," 1881, by J. Smith Futhey and 
Gilbert Cope, this brief note appears in reference to Malvern Meeting 
Houset- "This house, fifty-five by thirty-two feet was built in 1879, of 
green or serpentine stone from the quarries of Thomas White, in East Go- 
shen. In the following winter Whiteland Meeting was transferred to this 
place, and the first neeting held in the new house on the 15th of 2d 
month, 1880." 

From a short article written by Anne J. Grimshaw of Malvern, for the 
'mest Chester Local" in November, 1929, the following is extracted:- "In 
1879 David Evens geve Friends a lot eat the corner of Woodland Avenue and - 
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Roberts Lene for purpose of having a mesting house eracted eat Melvern. 
Accordingly a neat serpentine house was built capable of holding one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred people. Some of the early attenders 

were Jacob and Phebe Roberts and thair four children, Josiah, Hennah, Jo~- 
geph and Sersh; David Evans, John &kins, Isaac and Abbie Hall, Gaorge 
Hibberd end Samuel Hatton. Phebe Y. Roberts was a recorded minister. Af- 
ter her deeth, her mantle fell on her daughter Serah. Leter John G. 
Haines snd Levi S. Thomas settled at Malvern end bought the lumber bus- 
iness belonging to David vans. They employed Thomas W. Fisher, who lat- 
er beceme 8 ade in the business, and William Zook. Prior to 1911, 

the men's and women's business meetings convened separately; since then 
they have been held in joint sessions." 

Anne J. Grimshew, the writer of the above note, wes a sister of 
Thomas W. Fisher, mentioned in the note, and a prominent member of the 
Malvern Friends' Meeting. 

Melvern is e Perticular Meeting belonging to Goshen Monthly Meet- 
ing and Concord Quarter of Arch Street Yearly Meeting of Friends. Its 
Meeting House is the seat of Goshen Monthly Meeting. In 1906 it was only 
a small meeting, according to the Book of Meetings of that year, with a- 
bout thirty in the usual ettendence on First-days; and its meetings in 
1930 are still more reduced in size. In former yesrs it had a Friends’ 
School under its charge, the building used for the purpose being direct- 
ly across the street from the Meeting House at No. 21, Woodland Avenue. 
The school was discontinued several years previous to 1930, the year the 
compiler of these notes visited tho locality, and the building, now con- 
verted into 6 dwelling, is, in the yeer just mentioned, the residence of 
Walter Nolan, ons of the members of Malvern Meeting. 

Malvern Friends have no graveyard belonging to their Meeting House, 
but use the cemetery located at Goshen Meeting at Goshenville or the 
graveyard of Whitelend Meeting some two miles from Malvern. 

Race Streb Friends, or Hicksites, also have & smell meeting at Mel- 
vern but no Meeting House. They hold their meetings for worship in the 
Malvern Fublic Library Building, using an epertment on the second floor. 
This building is a brick structure located on Warren Avenue et the heed 
of Roberts Lane ebout two blocks from the Orthodox Meeting House. 
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Media Friends' Meeting belongs to the Orthodox brench of the Society 
of Friends, and, in joint union with Providence Meeting of the Hicksite 
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branch, is a Monthly Meeting in Concord Quarter of Philedelphia Yearly 
Meeting. The clerk of the Monthly Meeting on llth Mo. 19, 1937, in form: wm 
ed the compiler of these notes:- "The first session of Providence Month= ‘ 
ly Meeting was held. on 6mo. 19, 1934, the old Chester Monthly Meeting oa 
heving reached on agreement to separete into the two monthly meetings of 
Chester and Provicence 4mo. 24.....Very sinceroly Helen C. Bacon, Clerk. 7g 
Teken from the minutes." : ee 

Media Meeting House is located in Media on Third Street eat its con im 
junction with North Street. Close to it is the Media Jsil or Prison, 4 
where Friends’ migsionery work is extended in holding mectings on the 
second First-dey of alternate months throughout the yeer. 

In Ashnmead's "History of Deleware County, Pa.," is the following is 
short reference to Media Meeting:- "In 1875 the Friends of Media and ite a 
vicinity, withdrewing from the various meetings round about, bought a 
lot from John NM. Breomell,- one-sighth of en acre on the north side of 
Third Street, cpposite North Avenue,- and erected upon it ® one and a 
helf story stone meeting-house. Here their regular meetings ere held. 
In an iron safe in the house ere kept the records of Chester Monthly 
Meeting, dating from 1682 to the present." 

The date of erection, 1875, is prominently displayed in the front 
gable of the Meeting House, which is 6 fine brick structure, not stone 
es stated in the foragoing paregraph. The house is @ good-sized build- 
ing on Third Strest and hes & nice grass plot between it end the side- 
walk, and at the beck, e lerge open piece of ground used as e recrea- 
tion ground by the children of the Medis Friends’ School, located side 
by side with tho Meeting House- A long row of sheds for horses and vehi- 
cles extends the length of the pramiges on one side of the lot in the 
rear of the school-house. 

Media Friends' Schcol was established about 1884, and provides for 
& kindergarten and six grades. In the annual circular of the school it 
is steted:- "The Media Friends' School, (Third Street) is maintained by 
the local Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Ortho- 
dox) for the benefit of those children in the community whose parents 
desire to give them, through the kindergarten and first six graces an 
individually guarded and guided educational opportunity..+..The school 
plant is located in the grounds of the Medie Third Street Meoting House. 
These grounds &re aveileable and ample for out-door exercise.and play. 
The building contains five well lighted and ventileted school roomseee. 
This school, since its inception forty-five years ego, has upheld the 
policy that children should be taught the guiding pririciples of the 
Christian way of life. To this end, reguler attendance at the adjacent 
Friends' Meeting on fourth day is required of all pupils above the 
first grade. At these meetings the children learn to appreciate the vai- 
ue of silent preyer.....The school, while under the direct control of 
a managing committee appointed by the Monthly Meeting, is part of the 
generél primary educational system of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
of Friends, and, as such, is under the guidance of @ general supervisor 
who visits the school frequently." 
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MIDDLETON. : 


Meeting organized... cccccccevecesre +L O06. 
First Meeting House built.........-.--1702. 
Preparative Meeting established....... 
Stone Meeting House built about.......1770. 
Orthodox Meeting House built..........1835. 
Old Meeting House remodeled.......--+-1888. 
Monthly Meeting established...........1931. 
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About three or four miles west of Media, on the Dahon outskirts of 
f. the village of Lime in Deleware County, Pa., are two Middletown Friends' 
f Meeting Houses, called by the name of the Middletown Township wherein they 
( are loceted. They ere but a short distance apart, end both sre on the left 
side of the road when going from the village of Lima. The older of the two 
houses belongs to the Hicksite branch of the Socisty of Friends and repre- 
sents @ Prepsrative Meeting of Chester Monthly and Concord Quarterly Meet- 
ing in Philsdelphis Yearly Meeting. The Meeting House is old, end it seems 
the date of its erection is not positively known, but, in 1929, there is no 
doubt whatever but it hes much over a century end a querter to its ege. It 
{ig a stone building which in later yeers, sbout 1888 most probably, has been 
repaired and remodeled and rough-cest on three sides. The fourth side, that 
which faces the public road, still presents its originel stone facing. The 
gables have been shingled to the eaves and the entrance door has been echang- 
ed from the south side to the western end and has @ porch built over it. It 
is not a lerge Meeting House and the facing benches for ministers end elders 
are now in the east end, while the sliding shutters, which were not removed 
in the remodeling, now seem to cross the room trensversely and awkwerdly. 
whereas they formerly divided the room regulerly into the eestern side for 
women and the western for men. 
Nesrby the Meeting House is the caretaker's dwelling, which likewise 
is a very old building, being erected before 1821. The wegon-sheds to the 
north of the Meeting House are mich dilapidated and heve greatly the air of 
neglect, & condition noticed also in the adjoining greveyard where sunken 
graves disfigure the place, and ep mass of tangled weeds and long uncut grass 
is found ell over the yard. But the substential stone wall, with its ragged 
stone capping, igs in excetlent order, entirely surrounding the oblong shep- 
ed Burial Ground. The plece hes been used for more than @ couple of centu- 
ries, yet there ere very few memorial stones in it. The principal nemes to 
be seen there are Minshell, Alexander, Hibberd, Smedley, Cempbell, Bonsall, 
Celvert, Taylor, ¥itts, Bsker, Baldwin, Broomall, (once seen as Broomhell), . 
Herdcastle, Yernell, Darlington, Yorrall, Morgsén, Plenkinton and Sharpless. 
Near the vine-covered wall et the southern end, is a short row of stones 
merking the graves of the Plenkirtone and Morgens. Cne of these hos this 
inscripticr.,- "In Memory of Theodosia B. Morgan who laft this Parth 4 month 
llth, 1675 Asleep in Jesus." In spite of the apparent Jeck of care the olr 
Middletown Buriel Ground is a very pratty cemetery. - 
"The present meeting house must have been chenged about 1888 for ‘It 
is reported that the meeting house was sufficiently completed to hold mia- 
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week meetings in l0th-mo 1888'" -(From the . Meeting records.) The 
following brief account of the Hicksite Meeting of Middletown is given 
in Henry Grahem Ashmead's “History of Delaware County, Pa.," (1884.) 

"The first.ellusion to an organized meeting of Friends in Middle- “ 
town occurs et e& Chester Quarterly Neeting, Third month 3, 1686, where- 
at it wes ‘egreed yt a mecting be kept et John Boeter's upon yt eoeme. 
first dey it used to be st Bertholomew Coppock's, for ye ease of such 
yt live westerly in ye woods, end ye rest of friends living ye other 
wey upon yt seme day to meet et ffrencis Stenfield's until further con- 
sideration.’ Ten years efter this ection by the Quarterly Meeting, at 
ea similar meeting held on Third month 4, 1696, it was sgreed that ‘se 
meeting be settled at John Bowater’s every forst and fifth day,' end 
on Ninth month 6, 1699, the ffriends of John Bowater's meeting Lay 
their Intentions of Building a meeting-house' before the Quarterly Meet~ 183 
ing, end Philip Roman, Robert Pepe, Nathaniel Newlin, George Robinson, 
John Hood, end John ‘food were seppointed ‘to determine thse plece for 
thet service, and meke report to ye next Quarterly Meeting, under all 
their Hands, that it mey be entered in the Meeting Books.* Early in 
this year (1700) the committee reported that they had fixed upon the 
burial-lot of Friends in Middletown for the site of the meeting-house, 
but it is very probable thet the meeting-house wes not erected until 
a4 the following year (1701). At ell events the building wes completed 

in 1702, for it was then called Middletown Meeting House. The present 
Hh building is not the first mesting-house erected, but was certeéinly 
built many years before the beginning of this century." 

Ashmead aiso spesks of the Orthodox Meeting House of Middletowm:- 
“After the division of the society of Friends, in 1828, the Orthodox 
branch at Middletown held their meetings in a school-house belonging 
to Jones Emlen, near the Emlen Grist Mill, now owmed (1884) and oper- 
ated by Humphrey Yeersley, until they could complete their present 
meeting-house, which was not reedy for occupency until 1835. The house 
was erected on @ lot of ground which Joseph Pennell, in 1&34, donated 
to the society for & meeting-house. The plot contained helf en acre, 
end subsequently he gave en additional half acre adjoining for school 
end burial purposes. The meeting-house was erected on this lot." 

The Orthodox Meeting House is built of light gray stone end has 
the date, 1835, in the gable fecing the road. There are two doors in 
the front and one et each end, the first two on the south side being 
protected by a long porch. The grounds are well shaded end there is a 
row of wegon-sheds et tho northern end between the House and the lit- 
tle graveyard. In the neat well-cered-for Burial Ground heéve been in- 
terred the remeins of severel members of the families of Forsythe, 
Howell, Jones, Mendenhall, Moore, Pennell, Smedley, Steckhouse, Thorp, 
Webster, Yarnall and Yearsley. 

At the entrence to the Meeting House grounds is a tablet ennounc- 
ing:- "Middletown Friends' Meeting — Come worship with us. — Serv- i 
ices — First Dey Sunday 10.30 A.M. Fifth Dey Thursday 10.30 A.M. @ 
Bible Service for Children First Dey — 10,15 A.M." 4 

The compiler of these historicel sketches visited the Middletown i 
Meeting locality on Mey 10, 1929. Sinee that date some additional in- : 
formation has been obteined. From a Prepsretive Meéting, Middletown 
has become a Monthly Meeting. The following communication from the 
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clerk of the Meeting gives the data concerning the new Monthly Meet- 
ing?:- 

"Middletown Monthly Meeting held its first session 4th 19-1931. 
99 members set apart and authorized to hold seid meeting by minute 
of Chester monthly meeting dated 2-23-1931. Concord Quarterly meet- 
ing's minutes epproving this action was deted 2-10-1931. These dates 
are from the minutes of our first session, 

Sincerely, Jemes R. Pennell." 


ALLIEN EAE TEE IPE SE IH 
thet MAL eH aap TERR TE TL Slee 
NEW CASTLE. 


Meeting established. sccicveccccccncesecsslbG4e 
Firet Mesting House budlt see's sis) eled eel LOO. 
Meeting! "SRS OG" osetia wis teldie sibs o's sees e's OL Oe 
Meeting House demolished........scee+- +1885. 
LOCECLON wicccccssesevcescce Now Castle,Del. 
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New Castle's Friends' history begen early and ended early, and details 
of its story are scettered and short. It was closely associated with the 
meeting at Newark, as may be inferred from Dr. Michener's extracts from 
the early Friends’ Meeting records:- . 

"Kennet Monthly Meeting (formerly Newark, or originslly New Castle). 
There was probebly a Monthly Meeting held et New Castle for some time 
previous, of which no record remains. The first minute extant, does not 
seem like the opening of a new Monthly Meeting. 

"1686.- At the Monthly Meeting held at the Widow Welsh's, Edward 
Gibbs and Edith Crawford proposed their intentions of marrisge with each 
other, the man producing a certificate from the Monthly Meeting in Mary- 
lend, signifying his clearness." -(Kennet Monthly Meeting.) 

"1687.- This meeting, taking into consideration the matter of the 
men's meeting, which hitherto hath been kept at New Cestle, and finding, 
upon due consideration, that it may be more convenient for the present, 
thet it be kept twice on the other side of Brandywine, and the third, 
which will be the Quarterly Meeting, to be kept at New Castle." -(Ken- 
net Monthly Meeting.) 

"Friends of New Castle, perhaps not liking the removal of the Month- 
ly Meeting from them, grew careless of attendence, and were severel times 
requested to attend, but they still not complying, the following minute 
occurs, 

"1689.- The Monthly Meeting being held at Morgan Dewitt's, debated 
concerning the deficiency of Edward Bleke and others, formerly belong- 
ing to the meeting at New Cestle, in not enswering the desire of the 
meeting, by coming hither, on this side Brandywine Creek, but have not- 
withstanding absented themselves. The meeting therefore appoints that 
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the next Querterly. Meeting be held on this side Brandywine, where it 
will fall in course." -(Kennet Monthly Meeting.) 

"From this time, the Monthly Meeting was most frequently held at a 
‘Valentine Hollingsworth's at Newerk,' often at other Friends' houses, |@ 
end a few times at New Castle, up to 1704." Be 

Thus it appears thet New Castle was in reality the beginning of 
Kennett Monthly Meeting, which developed from it through the medium of a 
Newark. In both the "History of Chester County, Pa.," 1881, by J. Smith @ 
Futhey snd Gilbert Cope, and the "History of Delaware" by J» Thom&s a 
Scharf, 1888, New Castle's Quaker history finds mention. In the former 
it is stated:- 

"The date of the establishment of this meeting has been fixed at 
1684. John Hussey, John Richardson, Edward Bleke, George Hogg, and Ben- 
jamin Swett wore members thereof. In 1688 & committee was appointed to 
view @ place for a meeting-house and graveyard." 

In the latter named history is the following:- "Soon after the pro 
prietorship of Williem Penn, steps were teken to establish a Friends' 
Meeting. This purpose was fully carried out, in 1684, by the Quarterly 
Meeting of Philadelphia, under whose direction the meeting at New Cas- 
tle became permenents The Friends constituting it were few in numbers, 
end for a number of years they assembled et the houses of the various 
members, the first ahinwon being built in 1705. Fifteen yoars later a 
board of trustees is mentioned, and in October, 1720, they obtained tis. 
tle to. a lot of ground, one hundred and twenty by three hundred feet, , 
on Beaver and Ctter Streets, the conveyence being from George Hogg, Srey @ 
cordwainer, to John Richardson, Mehale Meers, George Hogg, Jr.-, and Ed- °@ 
werd Gibbs. In 1752, John Richardson deeded the property to enother 
boerd of trustees, consisting of Benjemin Scott, John Leuden, Joseph 
Leuden, Pliekim Garrettson and Joseph Rotheram. In 1758 the Meeting was 
‘raised’ finelly and the members thereafter attended at Wilmington, the 
property passing into the possession of that Meeting, which sold it. 
Whet wes known in later years es the Quaker mseting~house stocd on the 
corner of Pine and Railroad Streets, and the ground extending to Union 
Street was set aside for burial purposes. This small plain brick build- 
ing, antedating the Revolution, was demolished in 1885. Meny years pre- 
viously it stood unusad, after heaving been accepted first by a white 
congregation end leter by colored people." 

Tn 1931, at the time of the visit to New Castle by the compiler of 
theses rocords, thea Socisty of Friends in New Castle, Delaware, is prac- 
tically represented by the one family of Newlin T. Booth, yet there are  ¥ 
members of other churches, descendants of former femilies of the Quekers, | 
who yet retein some pride in claiming connection with the Society of 
Friends through their ancestry. ial 

There ars now few traces left of any of the landed property, which, 
in the days of the past, belonged to Friends. Evan the names of streets 
in New Castle have been changed end what wes formerly Union Street is 
now called Fifth, while Pine Street of the past is Fourth Street of the 
present. The brick Meeting House of Friends that once stood at the cor- 
ner of Pine and Railroud Streets was demolished in 1885 end the place 
is now occupied by an old barn with smaller ont-buildings, «411 wooden. 
structures end mich dilapidated, having an ample yard for a few cows a- 
bout them. Between it and Union (Fifth) Street is the ground in which 
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the early pionser Friends interred their dead in unnerked graves as was 
their usual custom in colonial times. It is now almost completely built 
over with dwellings, chisfly tumble-down houses of the colored race; 
and in the digging for the cellars of those houses, it is related to the 
compiler that many hunean bones wera unearthed by the workmen. A frame 
school-house for the education of colored children was erected on a part 
of the ground end was used until it was supplented by the present neat 
brick school-house located on South Street across the railroad opposite 
the site of the Friends’ Meeting House. Now, on Fifth Street adjacent 
to the western end of the former Buriel Ground, is the Betheny African 
Methodist Church with its little graveyard. 

The location of the former Friends’ Meeting House of New Castle 
is in open sight of the Delaware River, several rods distant, the space 
intervening being without houses or trees in 1931, excepting near tne 
water's edge. New Cestle's spread of its business houses and residences 
has not as yet meterially touched the southern outskirts. But though re- 
miniscences of the early Quakers sre practically gone, there are still 
preserved many -old buildings of the antique colonial times, highly in- 
teresting and prized by citizens of town and stata. Some of the quaint 
private residences and old churches remain, as well as the, venerable 
Old Court House. On one side of this building is the Market House, dat- 
ing from 1820, and on the other is a remerkebly handsome avenuc of 
beautiful trees, lending an enjoyeble cherm to the New Castle of 1931. 
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NEWTOWN. 


Femiliearly called....-...... Newtown Square. 

Terliest mention of the Mesting........1696. 

First Meeting House built....+.-.-++.--1711. 

Preoperative Meeting ‘established....+.-+. 
Present Meeting House built.....+..+++-l791. rae 
Friends’ School discontinued......-+++-1915. 

Location. .cescccvescceeseNowtown Squere, Pa. 
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Very prominently end delightfully situated on the brow of a hillside 
on the left of the road, a half-mile from the Yest Chester Pike at Newtown 
Squares, Delaware County, Pa., is the Yriends' Meeting House, known offi- 
cially as Newtown in its religious records. This Meeting has figured in 
the history of Friends from colonial times, and the following extract quo- 
ted from the "History of Delaware County, Pa. »" written by Henry Grahan 
Ashmead, gives an outline of its story, the earliest mention of it being 
in Haverford Monthly Meeting, Eleventh Month 14th, 1596, et which time, 
and for several yeers later, its mootings were held in the private hozias 
of some of its members:- 
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"On BHighth month 30, 1710, 'Newtown meeting laid before the meet- 
ing their Intentions of building a meeting house by friends burial 
ground in Newtown,’ which mst the approval of Friends of Providenca. 
The building was not completed, we learn, until near the close of the 
following year, for on 8th month (October) 29, 1711, the minutes of 4 
Providence Meeting show that the Friends in Newtown 'signifie thet their. 
meeting house is neare finished, and Desire that their meeting may be 
Removed from Evan Lewis' to the meeting house, which this meeting ap- 
proves of;' thus Newtown meeting-house, built in 1711, becrme the 
tenth Friends' meeting-house erected in the present county of Delaware. 
How the building was warmed for the first few years is unknown, but in 
1715 a stove, bearing the inscription ‘Mordecai Persol, Rebecca Furn- 
ace,’ and the date mentioned, dispelled the enilly air in Newtown 
meeting houss, and did so for over a century end a half until 1876, 
when it was removed and taken to the Centennial Exhibition. The present 
Friends' ifeeting-house was erected in 1791." 

Dr. Hzre Michener, in his “Retrospect of Barly Quakerism", gives 
the two following minutes, both from Radnor Monthly Meeting, relating 
to the first known mention of Newtown Meeting:- 

"1696.- ‘At our Monthly Meeting, held eat Haverford, the fourteenth 
day of the eleventh month, 1696, Williem Lewis, and some other Friends, 
having proposed to this meeting to settle a meeting at Newtown, they are % 
left to their freedom therein.'" 4 

"1697.= ‘Thomas Jones is ordered by this meeting to acquaint Friends “4 
of Chester Meeting that the meeting at Newtown is done by the consent of o 
this meeting, in order to have their approbation therein.'" 4 

Newtown Friends' Meeting at Newtown Square, is » Preparative Meeting @ 
of Goshen Monthly Meeting in Concord Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting of Hicksite Friends. At the time of the Separation of 1827, the 
members of Newtown Meeting very ganerally adhered to the Hicksites. 

The following extracts from the minutes of Goshen Monthly Meeting of 
Men Friends relate to the Meeting as to its connection with the Ortho- 
dox members:- 

Goshen Monthly Meeting, 10th Mo. 2, 1828.- "The committes sppoint- 
ed to take into consideration the situation of our meetings for worship 
report that having all twice met except one, in company with women 
friends and after a free interchange of sentiment were united in the 
judgment that it will contribute to the benefit of Society to lay dows 
lewtown Mesting end attach the members thereof to Willistown, which 
is united with by this and women's meeting. The Clerk is directed to 
forward the subject to the Quarterly meeting for its concurrence " 

On 10th Month 30, 1828,- "A minute received from Concord Quarter- 
ly Mtg aproving of the laying down of Newtown meeting Since meeting— 
John Forsythe, Joseph Baily, Jeffery Smedley, William Rhoads, Everett 
G. Passmore George Malin & John Phillips are appointed to prepare a 
statement of the difficulties in which this meeting and its subordi- 
nate branches hed been and are involved in consequence of the course 
pursued by those who hays separated from us." 

The foregoing minutes were obtained from a copy of Goshen Monthly 
Meeting Minutes in the Gilbert Cope Collection at the Pennsylvania His- 
torical Society's Library at No. 1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia. 

The Meeting House at Newtown Square is kept in such good repair, 
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and looks so new, clean and fresh, that it belies its age, for it was 
built in 1791, and has the date high up in its northern gable, facing 
the public road. It was constructed of gray stone and is now provided 
with a large porch extending the full length of the building at the 
front as well as et the end next to the highway. At the further ex- 
tremity of the porch, at the northwest corner of the House, built as 
if it were a part of the Meeting House itself, is en old-time stone 
platform or horse-block which-no longer sarves its original purpose, 
but is now only ea reminder of the by-gone days and old-time customs, 
just historical memoriss. At the rear of the Mesting House is @ row 
of horse-sheds, now of little use in the age of automobiles, yet they 
show the same appearance of excellent care end neatness that the Meet- 
ing Houss does. 

At the further end of the Meeting House is the large L-shaped Buri- 
al Ground which antedetes the House in age. It is surrounded or inclosed 
by a handsome stons wall that is pierced by three entrance gateways, on 
one post of the middle entry of which is a metal tablet displaying this 
information, "Built Seventh Month, 1910 by William Hood Dunwoody of 
Minnespolis Minnesota." 

There are meny who havs been interred in this graveyard, where, on- 
the memorial stones are seen the names of Lewis, Caley, Williamson, Yer- 
nell, West, Embree, Serrill, Brinton, Dunwoody, Paschell, Garrett and 
Bartram, as well as other family names of Delaware and Chester Counties. 

In the Mesting House Yerd stands the building in which, for a number 
of years, was kept a Friends' private school of en elementary grade. A 
teblet on the side facing the road announces the purpose of the building ~ 
and the dete 1885. Regarding the history of this school the subjoined 
clipping from the Friends' Intelligencer of Eighth Month lst, 1903, ef- 
fords a little light:- "The Friends' School at Newtown Square, Paes, un- 
der the care of Newtown Preparative Meeting, which has been discontinued 
for a few years, will be re-opened in the fall. The term will begin on 
Ninth Month 14th, end will continue thirty-six weeks. The work of the 
school will be conducted so as to grade with the Friends’ School of Phil- 
edelphia, st Race and Fifteenth streets. Jessie Walter Jeckson, of Chris- 
tiana, Pa., has been appointed to the charge of the school. She has had 
three years' experience in public school work, and hss recently teken a 
course of study at the University of Michigan." 

NOTE.- Jessie WY. Jackson told the compiler of these records that she 
never taught the Friends' School at Newtown Square. Some unforeseen cir- 
cumstances must have taken place between the time of the above made an~- 
nouncement end the opening of the school. This Friends’ School was ulti- 
mately closed in 1915 end the building wes converted into a residence. 
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Meeting esteablished...-secseeevceeesl9I07. 
Monthly Meeting established......... 1907. 
Meeting Youse built. ...ecsceeeseens ~ +1909. 
Location.s vccseevoccessseesPasadena, Cal. 
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Orange Grove is a Monthly Meeting belonging to Concord Quarter of 
Philadelphia Yeerly Meeting of the Hicksite branch of the Society of 
Friends. It was established et Pasedena, Los Angeles County, California, 
by & community of Eastern Friends who had removed to the Pecific Coast 
during the early part of the twentieth century. To the Yearly Meeting of 
Race Street Friends held in Fifth Month, 1908, the following report was 
made by Concord Quarterly Meeting:- "Orange Grove Monthly Meeting of 
Friends of Passdene, was established st Pasadene, Cel.,:-on Twenfth month 
8th, 1907." Agein in 1909 esnother report wes made, ststing:~ "At Pasadenay, 
Cal., the meetings are now held in the new meeting house, 520 Rast Or- 
ange Grove avenue. Monthly meeting et 1.30 p.m. on ths second:First-day 
of the month." 

Many Friends have removed to Californis., end their meetings have con- 
tinued to advence end flourish; end, egain in 1916, came this little bit 
of news from the isolated groups~ “Orenge Grove reports several gether- 
ings held et Los Angeles end eppreciated by these not able to attend at 
Fasedéene." 

Ssven years Jeter, in 1923, the Yearly Meeting was notified that a 
"Crange Grove reports en eppointed meeting held at Riverside, Maha | on a 
Ninth month 3d, 1922, eat the home of Russell end Marienne Lownes. 4 

The following sxtrects from the Friends' Intelligencer divulge a ante a, 
tle of the interesting history of Orange Grove Mecting at the time of AM 
the erection of the Meeting. Houses- 4 

Third Mo. 13, 1909. (From Yardley T. Brovm.) "I have, for ea few 
weeks, heen sojourning just scross the etreet from the new meeting-house 
thet the Friends of Pasedena, Cal., are building, end T have become very 
much interested in it— interested in the construction because of its 
admirable design and finish, but more particularly because of the fect 
thet e brave little bend of pioneers fre here plenting the banner of our 
feith— a feith shout which a president of a benk in this city said to 
me a few deys ago, 'all the other denominations are gathering.' I em 
gled te sey that the building is nee completed, end most of the ex- 
pense of construction hes been met, but I heave learned that no provis- 
ion hes yet been mede for seats." ql 

Third Mo. 20, 1909. (From Frances K. Walter to a friend. ) "Thee will oy 
be gled to know that we held meeting in the new house this morning, with 
about seventy-five people present. Our kind Orthodox Friends heve volun- 
terily lent us about fifty chairs, which we may kesp a few months, or 
until we can purchase benches.’ The other twenty~five or more chairs for og 
this morning were carried from the homes*>of two of our members, after it 
beceme eppsrent thet we shovld need them. We had not expected so many 
people....eAbel Mills snd his wife ere still with us, end he spoke very i) 
acceptebly this morning......»-He was followed....by Friend Furnas of 
Linda Vista, who made a short but besutiful preyer. Pearl Rall, & young i, 
Friend from Los Angeles, described her home meating-house in Indiana a 
end the Friendly atmosphere that one felt, even before entering the i" 
door." 7 

Seventh Mo. 31, 1909. (From Emily G. Hunt.) "When we came beck from . @ 
our six months' trip to China end Japen, instead of the hole in the 4 
ground we had left, there stood a neat, browm gebled building, modest ( 
and Friendly looking, but adequete end even decidedly attrective, its 4 


‘hospitable porch flenked with a low settee at euch end. Inside ere the i, 


on ; 
Be. wwo to seared en? 


ef Ai > ea ae a .- 
st ~ a » . & 
ra 1 ' i , ; ed ree | iy a = ¥ 
1 ? phe ’ + y : : y - 
oO) ee LT iene 
et . \. Se ¥ 


ees trobsaet {At oa pont fete 


ae yD Sa GRE weer 


ane : MAA aide an 
, A. Sha afttii att? orsee 


ad _ tall tan Ceravas 


hae, wat 6 162 ,ovO0 L 

Be wawor-akkipen wor ef! sort teerto off 220798 taut gat civo toe need .ame 

my cay omoged ovat Y via yaathited ota «. tay anohaeat To ehnats? stn ® 

ae: att Bo enitaaed not too tands edd al hoftesietnt et? at veteo tetmh ise 
ero dud ,delnk? sas ogteed sidarhicha 


ag i vor i 4 
Yo tediaut bromed ot antgnofod anktoet yltsantt a ef evant ognetd 
to yipiocs eat “td dorand etindoth adt to gatdest yiteeY sidgt be 
stow ti fed svete awfognh aod ,anohsent Sa bedelicsyae ‘wew $n bn 
<" gaged oftival off oF hevoret, bat of ebhotyd nietas? to ytt 
S Yo gaitoem yiawey opk oT .ysties ebknews edt To I1sq ylase ent mat 

| i+ , BOL gilinou APELE nt PL ehuaint teendt 
ylradastD broonoD We 


anc oan § 
“ie 


saw Sroged yomiesiot ots 

: to anitoad vidtcoll eval egater0" - ryt tteelt . 

® trom stot weg. D9 eatteobeael ta hare tifagan snw anehaert I’ aba 

~obam row moget wadttone ‘enet wf vtega VOOR lam 

ontteem wen ent mt Sfett won ere anahteom ent. Eat 

dt wo otveg O8.L oe yitivem yid tno! <ouneve ovo eg 
“ dtton Ont 


yes tet ParbimseR: 66 
viedd Soe eatorroti fad oF Pevemes &* a¢ whet? yew? 
eh nt alege 2 one ge fame tt bits eonavbs oF beua 
“a Getafout act mor? awem Tia 
fagnt- ool 33 ofa syee | 
" r we 


ane 


sapog aud yal toon 


adsoqen ayord eprier": “1que 
$4 bnetie oF alts oa asodd yf betatoetqqs bn 38 


ted? Botities vat 4a tieon vixaeY adit eOSPl wt euntol wtAaey naveg 
WO ps atERD (es tnuravkt ra afon nattoam betntoqge ae afiocas ovoTD Sim 
 Wosegwor sanetiel bas fresauft to étod ett 3A ~oser . AL Wonos dtc 
' eel @ etitiv bb cogent tkotat ‘abnolty elt mort 3 taartxe natwoffo® oft! 
4y cute anf *9 gotta svo7w eqnaid to yrs ft natteotstak edtetow , 
dal «gacuol!, gat Paad ottt To ao ttsste ee 
rT’. fogwond .T yeTbast cord) »f00T . ef son fr hit oe 


gost sid, to camsoee vitaluotinsg 
yatiasig ered e714 snasnota to Saad ofstet avoid 8° SSee7) 
ot bien Ytie atid of duad @ to. trebtootg & doth tuots attat s —-aeaae ; 

ne t. apkeedtog o:9 suotteatmonet yerto oft fis" Logs aysh wet at em 
atatoitos yizsen ef gitbitud ait tedd ae OF 9RRES 


“he 


“xa ett to Jyom bat .4 
vatvorg Gat Sate beuriwol aved T .tud tem seed oer nottovitenod YO Om 
| ; Le 
| » dtaes Tot shar aéed Tay Rae 


(thw eodT* {.baehe? a of yatta. .H aeonstt more) s@OCL 0S .oM Sekeh 
i dgiw egatrrom «fie anwod gon oft mt gebtesry, bled ow ted) wont oF 58% 
Bh  -mtlov svar shasta aabadinO batt mw .treaotg al qoet ov hry dae e 
<0 ,adtnom wet 8 geet yer ow Hokey yartado yrtit suoda ee tael ¥. 


mo. wot eriatip stom 1 euvlteytnows tito eff -nedonod peadotue nes owt 

Bee) th vette <eiedmem tug Yo ow? Yo uorod oft mot? betries exew yabirom os 

i yrnm oe bedosqxe fox find et ound. boee pivorin ow tert tewage * soe 
yiov exoqs ef bas pau Ae de {{tre ove stiw eth bas affiu [edA...vyek 


to esrcid bHolta qd>esebewollo? gaw offs veseas sQUtiriom atdt yidatae 
p.  ORMNOY eiiah fret ereyerg fatt heed tud Syeda # eben ow stelV 8b 
A: ametbal rk vient ee hedtipmeb ysafegaA aot mort & 
a ett gufisine ato'led he €  S1S% ono tedt otedqsomta ytbnstrt edt & 
©. mort dead ecko ew nom” (. tat «D eb tet wont). OORT , £6 soll dtnow 2 
gd ak fod, ait lo beotent .aeqet, dna antdd ot qit ‘edtnom xie WW 
feabow ygniblind beldag word ei a hdete erodt «fist bed ow Bane 
ait ,avitoagdta Yibebtoeh nove bua mtonpebs tet 34%) of {bao kt! 
¥ edt e718 obtent. -bne dog te vetdes ‘ 


® > sie fa a. an 
aa a a ae 


e g Lig nga 

zz nf ‘cee ao ae 

| Cena ae bs "Le Sie Fae 18 
a ” 4 “" ae oe cise iii Pest | 


“ 


319 \ 


usu8] benches (thee knows the lovely way they were given by the month- 
ly meetings), light woodwork of Shaste pine end a peeceful greenish 
gray wall. On monthly meeting day we stey over for lunch in the com- 
mittee room, when the small folding table and tiny gas stove came into 
requisition, and thee cén imagine the pleasent social time. Of course 
the plece will look better when fenced and planted, e thing possible 
now. that wa have an adsquete lot." 

Bighth Mo. 21, 1909. ‘"In our issue of Third month 13th, a Friend 
who recently visited the Frisnds in Pasadena, Cel., sugyzested that the 
seating for the new mesting house be provided by Monthly Meetings whose 
membership might feel # drawing to do so. The list of Monthly Meetings 
that have given benches to Orange Grove Meeting is as follows:- 

Paltinore Monthly Mesting, Baltimore, Md. 
Benjaminville Monthly Meeting, Holder, Ill. 
Derby Monthly Meeting, Derby, Pa. 
Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing, N.Y. 
Gooss Creek Monthly Meeting, Lincoln, Va. 
Mekefield Monthly Meeting, Bucks County, Pe. 
New York Monthly Meeting, New York City. 
Plainfield and Rehway Monthly Mesting, New Jersey. 
Purchase "xecutive Meeting, New York. 
Short Creek Monthly Mesting, Tmerson, Chico. 
Westbury Monthly Meetince, New York. 
West Leke Monthly Meeting, Bloomfield, Can. 
The following Monthly Meetings ara to be represented through gifts of 
individual tombers; 
Clear Creek Monthly Meoting, Illinois. 
Goshen Monthly Meeting, Chester County, Pe. 
Richmond Monthly Meeting, Richmond, Ind. 
Sendy Spring Monthly Meeting, Sendy Spring, Md. 
Scipio “xecutive Meeting, New York. 
Swarthmore Monthly Meeting, Swarthmore, Pe. 
Monthly Meeting of Philadelphia, Race Street, Phila. 
Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting, Columbus, N.J. 
As the ten dollers mentioned by Yerdley T. Brown would not quite pey 
for n bench, we ere indebted to others who contributed toward our seet- 
ing fecilities without referring to any particuler Monthly Meeting. Te 
two Friends who wished to eseist in the purchase of benches, one in the 
name of Selem Monthly Meeting, N.J., the other in thet of Cemden hKionth- 
ly Meeting, Pennville, Ind., we are indebted for e clock end «& chende- 
lier. To Rece Street Firet-dey echool we owe the possession of refer- 
ence books for our librery." 

NOTE. The compiler of these historical notes about Friends’ Meet- 
ings has never visited the isolated Orange Grove Meeting locality, and 
ell of the numerous photographs collected of the Meeting House @re cop- 
jes made of pictures taken by others. 
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PROVIDENCE, A 
Meeting establisncdececccssccevcecee L604, 
First Meeting House built...2..05...el1700. 
Preparative Meeting established...... 
Present Meeting House built..........1814. 
Monthly Meeting established......... +1934. 
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On the outskirts of Media, formerly Providence, in Upper Providence 
Township of Delawere County, Pe., neer the trolley stetion celled Bow- 
ling Green, end by the side of the Providence Road, is the Meeting House 
of Hicksite Friends called Providence, e name which was formerly. applied 
to the town. The Meeting House sets back from the public highway in- B, 
spacious grounds well shaded by numerous trees. To the right of the 
House is « row of sheds, between the two being the entrence to the large 
oblong-shaped Burisl Ground. In this graveyerd, from time to time, have 
been interred verious members of the Beker, Bencroft, Fussell, Heldemen, 
Hibberd, Lewis, Thomes, Wilson, Worrell and other femilies. There are 
severel memoriel stones marked simply with initiels and year detes only; 
two side by side inform us thet "I. D. 1802" and "A. D.°1779" rest  be- 
neath the sod; encther, a rough-hewn stone, is inscribed simply "D. T.", 
and there sre a number of others without record of any kind. 

At the left of the Meeting House, cornering to both the greveyard 
and Meeting House, is an old building which bears every indicstion of 
heaving once been a school-house, but is seid to have served as the res- 
dence of the ceretaker of the premises. It is property belonging to Prov- 
idence Meeting, and, like the Meeting House, is built of stone. 

NOTE. At © leter dete this supposition wes found to heve been cor- 
rect, the little stone building having once been the school-house of 
Providence Friends. The compiler's first visit to Providence Meeting 
House wes on Feb. 15, 1929. Between thst dete and Oct. 10, 1931, an an- 
nex wes built to the left of the Meeting House connecting-it with the 
former school building, to be used for Meeting purposes. On the letter 
date the Friends' Historical Association held the 250th anniversery of h 
the establishment of Chester Monthly Meeting in Providence Meeting House. § 

Providence Meeting House is constructed of stones of two colors ha 
which give it a striking appearance in consequence of the artistic ar- 
rengement of the stones. The grounds in front of the House, somewhat a- 
bove the level of the road, are bordered in the foreground by & sub- 
stential stone wall penetrated by ae carriage gateway midway along its 
length, while et eech entrance corner is a stepped passageway for ped- 
estriens. Neer the entrence for vehicles is an ancient milestone, which, 
marked with the date 1705, informs trsevelers of the fact that it is 
five miles to Thomes Nessiters. The lettering on the stone is "1705 
TN 5". This is the idee of many persons, while some others think it 
is a grevestone that has been converted into a milestone. 

* On e teblet neer the well and sidewalk or road, is this annouce- 
ment, "Providence Friends Meeting Esteblished 1684 Present Meeting House 
_Erected 1814." This supplies the yeer of the building of the house for no 
date wes put on the building itself. / 


TOUEAL vont 


he Se 
; ms 


eitdates upbeat 


RE she 


bBdL~wss . 
CON fp eee e cannes edLhus seuot gotieeM taxtt ” 4 
| twee se hodetidatae gattesh ev fiaregett dab P 
BEB ones pane TEENS d egiott aniteel snssertt uy 
“ ete 


BERL s. +. sss. dadelidssee goeseer Ve Ci) Se a 
BF esibe’l eeeeseervere*” vitaced , 
: ie 


: eee Eee eR 


aspeeeeae att 


oy sonoblvaw aga!) at .gonebtvett yiremrot ‘athe! 0 eirtteruo oft a 
pad py ieoed et waled to qidenwa" 


fe 
Be +wol beliao notrats vallort etd ts08R8 

i oevoll anideem ais ef +5 oi sonebtvott ext 10 ebte eit yd bus ,199TD gokl 
ool ye bigs trpuerrot ¢ iettw emen 4 aonebivort belies abneltt ottexonH ” 7 
fu gk “yamigit olideq of? mov: ewe atse oauol gykdee’! et? two d att ¢ + 
hm it Yo teetx ont gerd auoternun vi bebeds Lfew shnvota avorosge 
Ii . { ait Of ors’ ows eit soowted ,abete To wot 2 al sauoll 
moved ,emkr oF a cayeyera any xt . bron fata peqeda-gnolde © 
ae »neaeh fal 19 totes oft To siedmem et sinew berwetint ae ad 
. ( 13 sient ti 5 hte List pnos Lh (au on? ,atwel e? 

fe: ryina aec8 aft dtw ylants bests oe Ose tsdromem laos 

re “oS Teen mae a «I* deat ew nneinl k abife ae 

B, oe sa" yiomte bed binéak * ,anoste in Pier ese: g ,teitons +64 

# peed vee 3O bs0o8" duos tiv attranto to ~enimay & 

#. bipvevstg@ eA ded of yatren3oo .aauon gutfeem ety \ tel 

%o wotteosbal yrere, 2% i dotdw aotbfiud blo as at eee 

a, ager edd as Sevres eval of Sise ot hats] geno” [ootlae 2 ial a 

pp  -“vORT at yatgwoted YPpegets ¢ tT stmetq oft 10 setaso%#° edt to. a 

ig -onote Yo ShEus Hk «! ey <1 tee! ett etil . one enntieet: eaite 

t onal way , aoisteoaue ‘pins etsp case | 3 TA .*TOM | 


‘e100 mged evan OF 

to savoti-loadde She weed 4900 gn iver sonarsial dsote ofsitl oft an 
¥ Te t£% as efica en: +2) ote itt vt anne re 

cof (OL who: Ore pied todd noewsed - ‘OSeE aI de no saw 

ent Asie fi. grub toons sauol yrtteet ait To Piel edt of tltwd aaw & 

setiel eds nO «aoeoqiye cukgooe.t tot beeu ad of egntoiiud foodse- ae 

‘eonetitT att oo 


to..yrastevinns g40E8 ost $ Bled notte tooaeA faotiote i! 
onebivovd tah, grLiecit yi taow eiecue to tremiat fds 


seacoll anttes¥ eon 
.ateles owt. to aenose oe bedous” etfon et garoll antfeol sonnbivet® 
~1ug ofta tire et to. vege. paanor nk eonetseqcs gnttiste a 3f ‘ee 
‘wg tadwemoe .oeuoll eft 1 Snot? oi abruorg oft eanese “ott Yo! ‘devome 
‘ -dua 3 WW busorger0? wa ate ebriod. ate -paot eff 10- ‘gavel 8 + 
‘ett _pnoia yawbim yawe? ten @ rao 8 Yo notaas toneg flew enosen 
 gur10D ens tiie foe te oltre of 


~beg 10f, ysweyseead neqgqets. . oy 
dotiw ,onoteolia. tae tons me 84 aelotiey 10 sotexme! oi} tao enebaae 


ak SE dant tos? en? to erefevent emiotnt .¢ a2orr otab edt dtiw b 
Q0vL" ak emote oft m0 guivedtel eT ewtstt tees oamodT rt ave= co 


th anid atedto emoe efhiw <anoatomy yen to sebh ond EF ne) 
nes aoe otnt hertertos pours sd intt ondtaeve 673. 


 egowonss edd eh. cbsor 70.4 << spon sen teldat | rf 
- eevol yatteet teeset? | b@dL berteatidetel Be oe ebnetxt eoned ee . 
, © oe SSL | 


on 10% sevod ot to gathliud ¢ ott 


aaitos's annablvoas oe thet 


i ne ‘Le 


( 
Jed 11. x 


Providence is ¢ Preparative Meeting belonging to Chester Month- 
ly Meeting in Concord Querter of Philedelphia Yearly Meeting. In Ash- 
meed's "History of Delawere County, Pa.," occurs the following mention 
of this Meeting:- 

"The Minshall Meeting was first held in the house of John Minshall 
fer beck in the last century. The foundstion of the house and the old 
well are still to be seen. Their location is such that State Street when 
extended will pass over them.:The first meeting-house here was built on 
an acre of ground given by John Minshall for the purpose, and he subse- 
quently gave enother acre for a greveyard. The house, which wes of stone, 
with a hip-roof, wes used for many years, but was torn down about 1812, 
to make place for the present one." 

In Media, at “Yashington and Geyley Streets, is the Friends' Select 
School, which is one of the Flementary Schools under the care of Hicks- 
ite Friends. In its annual circuler for 1928 it is stated:- "fhe Friends' 
Select School wes established in 1885 end its unbroken existence for for- 
ty-two years proves thet it hes filled a need not only in Media but 
throughout a repidly developing community. It combines the most modern 
methods of instruction with edequate equipment, The class rooms ere well 
heated and well ventilated. The school is divided into Primary, Inter-= 
mediate end Junior High School Departments. In each department a reguler 
course of study is carefully outlined and fully pees before the pu- 
pil is edvanced." 

. The school-building bears the dete of its establishment in Roman nu- 
merels on the front of the house, between the windows, under the outward 
extending eaves. 

In 1934 a Monthly Meeting was established at Frovidence. The following 
commnicetion, deted llth Mo. 19, 1937, from Helen C. Bacon, Clerk of the 
Monthly Meeting, provides the dated connected with it:- "The first session 
of Providence Monthly Meeting wes held on 6mo. 19, 1934, the old Chester 
Monthly Meeting heving reached an agreement to separate into the two 
tionthl: meetings of Chester and Providence 4mo. 24." This Monthly Meeting 
is a joint meeting of both branches of Friends. 
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Meeting orgenized...-cccesesseenevevese elb686. 
First Meeting House built.........ce50. +1704. 
Second Meeting House built...........--- L fob 
Third Meeting House built.....cseeveeeee L851. 
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Situated a querter of e mile from where the Springfield Road inter~ 
sects the road leeding to Media, in Springfield Township, Delawere Coun- 
ty, Pa., is the Friends' Meeting House belonging to Arch Street branch 
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of the Society of Friends. It is celled Springfield from the name of the 
township , and is at the village of Marple, midway between Darby end Crug 
Creeks, is constructed of light grey stone, and et the back is overgrown } 
with climbing ivy, while all sbout it are shade trees which make its 
spacious grounds very pleassént. To the west of the Meeting House is the 
careteker's house, in former yeers the school-house, and to the eastward 
is the Buriel Ground et the further limits of which formerly stood the 
old hip-roofed Meeting House that preceded the present building erected 
in 1851. The greveyerd eppesrs divided in two sections for burial purpo- — 
ses; in the section to the right of the entrance gete, evidently the old- | 
er part of the ground, sare memorial stones to many greves, severel being 
merely numbered or unlettered, while on the others are to be read the 
nemes of the Mickle, Meris, "fest, Ogden, Bishop, Curtis end Rhoads femi- 
lies. To the left of the entrence gate are stones marking the resting 
pleces of persons of the nemes of Allen, wvens, Ogden, Palmer, peters 
Sheppard, Pancoast, Yorrell and others. 

The story of Springfield Meeting is quite fully told in Henry 
Greham Ashmead's "History of Deleware County, Pa.," 1884, as follows:- 

"The members of the Society of Friends who hed settled in Spring- 
field were recognized eat the Chester Quarterly Meeting on Third month 3, 
1686, when it was agreed that 'for ye ease of such yt live westerly in ye 
woods end ye rest of friends living yt other way upon ye same day (first- 
day) to meet at ffrencis Stenfield's until further consideration.' The 
rest of the Friends living the other way were those of Springfield. At 
the Quarterly Meeting, Sixth month 2, 1686, it was ‘egreed yt ye meeting 
et ffrencis Stanfield's upon fresh consideration be removed to Bartholo- 
mew Coppuck's ye younger, to begin yt next first day and yt fourth day 
following untill friends see cause to remove it.' On Third month 4, 
1696, the Querterly Meeting changed the dey of meeting eat Coppuck's 
house to ‘every first and third day,' and on Third month 2, 1698, con- 
sented thet the time of meeting should be changed so thet ‘the 3d day be 
on ye Sth day.' By this time the meeting at Coppuck's had waxed so 
strong that on the Twelfth month 6, 1698/9, the minutes of Chester Quar- 
terly Meeting snow thet ‘the friends belonging to Springfield meeting 
propose their intention of building a meeting-house at their graveyard, 
which this quarterly meeting Consents unto.' 

This greveyerd wes loceted et the junction of the Springfield and 
Darby roads, on the line between Springfield and Marple townships. It is 
said the first meeting-house was of stone, an assertion that may well be 
questioned, as the meeting-houses and churches in that day were usually 
constructed of logs, and inasmuch as that in Springfield wes quickly e- 
rected it would seem to argue thet it was quickly built as based on the 
minutes of Chester Quarterly Meeting, on Sixth month 26, 1700, where, in 
the case of several Friends who had violated law in getting intoxicated 
and hed made an acknowledgement of their misdeeds to the meeting in 
writings, it was ordered that ‘both the sd papers bee published by being 
fixed up att Springfield meeting-house.' Tradition has declared that the 
first meeting-house was erected in 1704, whereas, at Springfield meeting- 
house on Second month 26, 1703 the following interesting record was made: 
"Chester meeting having Layed before this meeting their care and tender 
deeling with and concerning George Simpson about the disorderly practices 
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of the sd George in keeping on his hatt when John Simcock wes in Prey- 
er end Reflecting on his Testimony Calling itt dead-end dry stuff and 
he doth not Give friends setisfaction in condemning the same. George 
Maris Senr. and Robert Vernon are eppointed to speak to him to come 

to next mo. meeting in order to Give friends setisfaction.' 

"From,the records of Chester Meeting held on Fighth month 25, 1703, 
we find thet the deed of Springfield meeting-house was lodged with 
George Meris, Sr., for safe-keeping. The first building on this lot wes 
destroyed by fire in 1737, and the following year, 1738, the society 
began the erection of another meeting-houss. At Chester Quarterly Meet- 
ing, on Sixth month 10, 1739, it was ordered that, eighteen pounds 
should be paid to Friends of Springfield Meeting, which sum was to be 
expended in helping them to defray the charges of rebuilding their 
meeting-house. The amount was the interest on John Need's donetion, 
and wes spproprieted in the manner designated et his request. The date- 
stone in the second building hed engraved upon it the word end figures, 
"Rebuilt 1738.' The letter building was stone, with a hipped roof and 

-pent-roof over the doors end windows at the ends, such as the project- 
ion over the wirdows of the old City Hall in Chester. Tradition has el- 
so recorded thet in this building in 1754 a meeting was held to consid- 
er what ought to be done with Benjamin West, whose fether wes anxious 
to settle his son at some established business, while the latter was 
desirous of being an ertist, although the society, to which he wes a 
birthright member, was averse to said occupation, it being purely or-. 
nemental..... The old building serving es a meeting-house for one hun- 
dred end thirteen yeers, it was teken down and the present structure 
was erected to supply its place." 
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Meeting originelly celled White Clay Creek. 
Meeting orgenized as cerly aSeeeeeeee el 772. 
Meeting established.......s-ee-eee-eeeslT8l. 
Preparative Meeting established.......1784. 
Name chenged to Stanton.......seeeee-el803. 
Preparetive Meeting laid down.........1891l. 
Meeting discontinued...-ccvcecsescere el 921. 
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Stanton Preparative Meeting, though no longer an active meeting 
in 1930, is one of comperatively long stending. It belonged to Wilming- 
ton Monthly Meeting in the Concord Quarter of Philadelphia Yeerly Meet- 
ing of the Hicksite branch of the Society of Friends, end wes orgeniz- 
ed as early as 1772, being known in the earlier years as hite Clay 
Creek Meeting, the neme of the Hundred in which the Meeting House was 
loceted. 
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Dr. Ezra Michener of New Gerden, Pa., in his "Retrospect of Early. 
Quekerism," 1860, wrote of this Meeting es follows:- ee 

"1772.- 'The Friends appointed to meet with Friends et Christiana’ @ 
Bridge, &c-, report, thet it is their mind thet the meeting had best if 
grent them their request; and on considering the case, it is agreed to 
allow said Friends to hold a meeting for worship on the first and fourth 
days of every week, until next Monthly Meeting, &c., at the house of (# 
Hennah Lewden, et the bridge aforesaid.'" -(ilmington Monthly Meeting.) © 

"1781.- 'At Chester Quarterly Meeting, held at Concord, thirteenth 
of eighth month, 1781, ‘The committee appointed to visit Friends at 
White Clay Creek report, they sll attended, and had a solid opportunity 
with them, and endeavored to feel after the mind of Truth. And on con- 
ferring together, they think it would be best to allow them to hold a ae 
meeting agreeable to their request; which being considered and spoken to ing 
in this meeting, is agreed to. Copied by order of the meeting. Thomas 
Lightfoot, Clerk.'" -(Concord Quarterly Meeting.) 

"In 1781, White Clay Creek Meeting wes established by consent of / 
Concord Quarter. In 1784 they were allowed the privilege of holding a pre- & 
parative meeting; end in 1803, at their own request, the neme of the meet # 
ing was changed from White Clay Creek to thet of Stanton." “ 

A short mention of Stanton Meeting occurs in Scharf's "History of 
Delawere," 1888, where it is said:- "Yhite Clay Creek Meeting was estab- 
lished in 1781, by the consent of the Chester Quarterly Meeting. Im 1784 
they were allowed to have preparative meetings, and in 1803, at their om 
request, the name was chenged to Stanton. The first meeting-house was 
built many years ago and remained till 1873, when the present one-story 
brick building, thirty by forty-two feet, was erected at a cost of two 
thousand five hundred dollars. There are at present (1888) about seven 
worshippers. Benjamin Cranston is the clerk of the meeting." 

Although beyond the boundary line of the county of Chsaster, Pa., the » 
authors of the history of that Pennsylvenis county thought well to men- 
tion Stanton Meeting, giving the date of its orgenization in 1772 end 
steting thet it first met et Christiana Bridge in Hannah Lewden's house, 

In 1891 it was reported to the Yearly Meeting that the Preparative 
Meeting et Stenton was laid down and the mid-week meetings discontinued. 
Three years later, 1894, the First-daey meetings throughout the year were ¢ 
ennounced to convene st 10.30 o'clock. 

Again in 1921 it wes reported to Philedelphia Yearly Meeting that 
"The regular Meeting at Stanton, Delaware, has been laid down." 

On August 8th, 1930, while the compiler of these notes concerning 
Friends' Meetings, wes attending a Grange Lecturers’ Conference held at 
Newark, Delaware, he wes taken by Thomas H. Strain of Merchantville, 
New Jerseys to visit the Stanton Meeting locality. At that time the fol- 
lowing notes were written. 

The brick Meeting House in the village of Stanton, Delaware, is o- 
pen to the sunlight on all sides, in the rear of a slight. elevation of 
ground. It is not large, but has two doors at the front and one at the 4 
end of the House nearest the gateway to the oblong-shaped, neat and well- ; 
cared-for Burial Ground at the back of the building. There is no visible | 
date pleced on the building, which, however, was erected in 1873. The 
graveyard is enclosed, one-half by a substantiel stone wall on the west 
and north sides, and by a good iron fence about the remainder of its 
boundaries, except where the back wall of the Mesting House occupies @ 
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pert of the space. It is not well filled with memoriel stones, but such 
es @are seen are in the modest requirements of the Society of Friends, ona 
only, marking the resting place of a soldier of the Union, being rather 
taller and besring a militery inscription. The names to be reed in the 
Stanton Burial Ground are Cranston, Dawson, Dickerson, Duncen, Harlen, 
Johnson, Jones, Pexson, Setterthwaite, Wilkins and Yollaston. Of these 


- there are meny of the family neme of Cranston. In general the burials 


have been mece in family lots. Immediately behind the Meeting. House is a 
group of Cranstons, nearby which are the Setterthweites. In the far north- 
western corner is a graves, evidently quite old, merked, as near as can be 
made out, with the initials "S. C.," probably one of the Cranstons, as 
thet nane is found on other stones neer it. There is no date noticed on 
this stone, end the passage of time has neerly obliterated the lettering. 


See Addenda, P. 343-A, for furthor information. 
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S'WARTHMORS . 
Meeting orgenized..csccccesessescsess 1869. 
Swerthmore College opened..c-.eessees 1869. 
Meeting House built. seve ieee sc eenn ce ney hele 


College burmt..ccceccvsccreerevvesee so lL BGl. 
Monthly Meeting esteblished...........1893. 
Historical Library erected.......-+-+.-1927. 
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Swerthmore is a Monthly Meeting of Concord Quarter of the Hicksite 
branch of Philedelphie Veerly Meeting. The Meeting House ia about eleven 
miles from Philadelphise in Springfield Township of Delewere County, Penn- 
sylvania, end is close to the Parrish Hell, the Mein Building of Swarth- 
more College. Tt wes built in 1879, @ couple of years before the confla- 
gration. that nearly destroyed the original College building. The date is 
on the front of the House, a building which was not constructed upon the 
conventional Friends' Meeting House design of architecture, and rather 
vaguely suggests the purpose for which it was intended. In the Friends’ 
Intelligencer, 3rd Mo. 5, 1904, en article was published which deels with 
the history of Swarthmore Friends' Meeting. The following is @ copy of 
that article:- 

"then, a little past the middle of the lest century, meny leeding 
Friends of Philedelphie, New York and Baltimore Yearly Meetings felt end 
sew the need for higher education for their children, under cere of 
Friends, they originated the idee of e college. This thought wes soon fol- 
lowed by vigorous action, end after great sacrifice of time and e most 
renerous outley of money, they esteblished Swarthmore College on its fair 
hillside, in a then sparcely settled neighborhood, considered remote from 
the city. Opening its doors to Friends and others who desired to have 
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their children under its Friendly cere, one main Ante was to have ite #@ 
religious influence impressed by steted times for worship efter the man- = 
ner of Friends. “ech morning the studemt body assembled for a brief per- ig 
iod in what was then called Collection Hell. snd on First-dey morning | 
for a longer time, which was open to any neighbor or visiting strenger 
who might desire to attend its usually silent service. After a time ot 
those in suthority felt it might be profiteble to precede the First-dey —“@ 
morning meeting by brief exercises, such as selected Scripture reading, 
by the president, and occasionelly followed by a paper on some special 
or religious subject. The students themselves were invited to select 

end repeet Bible texts or morel sentiments. This wes in reality a fore- 


dey School movement. After these exercises all settled into the form 

of Friends' meeting, the basis of which is alweys silence, to be broken 
only wher some concerned mind is moved to give utterance to its impres- 
sions. In the course of time # Friend (Joseph Wharton) kindly doneted 
means for the erection of a meeting-house, and the gathering on First- 
dey wes transferred thereto. Soon there had grown up inend sround 
Swerthmore quite a body of Friends. A monthly meeting was asked for and 
approved by Concord Querterly Meeting. The mamegers of the College kind- 
ly grented— by lease— the use of the meeting-house for monthly meet- | 
ings, and its use on First-deys when the college wes not in session, and 4 
for eny other occasion approved by the monthly meeting, the College Face 
ulty still having cere of the meeting attended by the student body on 
First-day morning, and continuing the exercises preceding the meeting 
as formerly in Collection Hell, the neighboring Friends assembling with 
them, but having no oversight, except their watchful presence. The 
Friendly community, a preperatory school and the college continued to 
grow, end in 1901 the seme Friend again kindly contributed to enlarge 
the meeting-house." 

At Swerthmore, Pa., are loceted the well-known College snd the 
Swarthmore Preparatory School, the latter of which was subjéct to the 
influence of Friends, but no longer so in 1929. The College is wholly 
under the control of the Hicksite branch of Friends. Ashmead,’ in his 
"History of Delaware County, Ps.," states:- "This admirable end exten- 
sive educational institution, conceived and carried on by the Friends 
for the co-education of the sexes, had its inception in a meeting held 
in Beltimore, Oct. 2, 1860. It was there proposed to erect a new in- 
stitution of learning, under the care of Friends, designed to equal 
the best college in the lend." 

Friends bought 240 eeres on Crum Creek for building the College, 
which was incorporated by Act of Legislature, April 1, 1864, the cor- 
ner-stone laid Way 10, 1866, and on Nov. 10, 1869, the institution was 
inaugureted in the new building with some eight hundred persons pres- 
ent. Ashmead stetes:- "The exercises were quite interesting. The: com- 
peny assembled at an elevated spot east of the building which had 
been selected for the planting of trees to commemorate the event. 
There the venerable Lucretia Mott, assisted by her son, Thomas, placed 
in the ground two oaks, which had been reised from acorns by the late 
James, ‘contributed for the purpose and to serve as fitting memorials 
of his interest in the cause of education and the erection of this col- 
lege.’ The other exercises were conducted in the hell of the college 
and presided over by Semuel Willets of New York." 
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On September 25, 1881, Swarthmore College was cae In the Friends' 
Intelligencer, 10th Mo. 1, 1881, it was stated:- "THere is some doubt as 
to the. origin of the fire, but it is known that it wes the result of en 
explosion at the top and rear of the central part of the building end in 
the immediate vicinity of the mein weter tank. The report of the explo- 
sion wes heard by the watchman et about quarter past eleven o'clock, and 
immediately the menserd roof burst into flemes. The tarred and graveled 
roof of the wings wes fuel to the wild flames, sand by three o'clock on 
~the morning of the 26th sll thet was readily combustible of the building 
was gone." 

"Preparations for rebuilding were almost immedistely begun. The walls 
_ of the old building were for the most part in excellent condition, end 
.the work of reconstructing the destroyed protions, the interior end the 
roof, wes pushed repidly ehead. About 275000 dollers was required, and of 
this sum 65000 had to be rsised by subscription. This was essily accon- 
plished, however, and at the meeting of the menagers on Feb. 18, 1883, the 
Rebuilding Committee trensferred the new building to them free from debt.' 

Among the many contributors to the subscription fund for rebuilding 
Swarthmore College were “zre Lippincott who geve $1000, John J. Pyle 
$1000, Williem H. Macy $2000, and Joshua Lippincott $2500. 

Science Hall, which is located between the College and the Meeting 
House, was erectedin 1882. On the grounds at Swarthmore is the house in 
-which Benjemin West, the celebrsted painter, wes born Cct. 10, 1738. It 
wes built in 1724 end restored in 1875, and has been used as a dwelling 
for one of the college professors. There are over twenty College build- 
ings et Swarthmore, among which are Perrish Hell, Wherton Hell, Worth 
Hall, Library Building, Hicks Hall, Hell of Chemistry, Somerville Hall 
end The Cloisters. Among the recent important buildings erected at the 
College, is the Friends’ Historicel Library, which wes built as an annex 
to the Library Building. In it are deposited many velueble Friends’ books 
and records. Among them ere numerous minute books and other manuscript 
volumes thet in former days belonged to various Preparative, Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings of Friends. This building was erected in 1927, end com 
pleted for use in 1928, in memory of Clement M. Biddle, being a gift from 
his son Clement Biddle. On Commencement Day, June 3, 1929, ground was bro 
en for the Isesc H. Clothier Memorisl, which was immecievely afterwards 
erected. 
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Meeting organized. csccsceereessese L810. 
First Meeting House built..........1812. 
Preparetive Meeting established....1814. 
Chestnut Street House built........1844. 
High Street House built............1868. 
Hickman Memorial Home built........1935. 
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In West Chester, Chester County, Pe. are ih Ws a few blocks 
apert, two Friends' Meeting Houses, the older, sometimes called the 
Chestnut Street Meeting, bearing the date 1844, being at the corner 
of Chestnut and North Church Streets, belongs to Orthodox Friends; 
end the other, called the High Street Meeting, belonging to Hicksite 
Friends, is situated on High Street at Biddle Street. Both are Prepare- 
tive Meetings of Birmingham Monthly Meeting in Concord Quarter of Phil- 
adelphis Yearly Meeting. In‘*the Goshen Monthly Meeting records are the 
following minutes referring to the esteblishment of West Chester Meet- 
ing for worship end its Preperetive Meeting; also en interesting refer- 
ence to the property of the Chestnut Street Meeting, but the third min- 
ute is from the Birmingham Monthly Meeting records of Orthodox Friends:- 

From Goshen Monthly Meeting held et Willistown, 5th Mo. 8, 1812.- 
"The friends who had the care of the meeting neer Westchester report 
they attended to the appointment and were of the mind it had been held 
to satisfaction and friends there request the continuance of that in- 

dulgence which being granted the meeting appoints Deborah Passmore E- 
lizabeth Hibberd Jene Williams Ann Meris & Amy Smedley to extend care 
thereto." -(Women's Meeting.) 

’ From Goshen Monthly Meeting held at Willistown, ard Mo. 2, 1814.- 
"The Committee appointed to unite with men friends in considering the 
propristy of establishing a preparative meeting at Westchester report 
they hed e conference with committees from Concord and Bradford Monthly 

Meetings and were united in believing it would be right to grant them - 
their request, end also were unanimous in their desire of being joined 
to Concord Monthly Meeting with which this meeting Concurs." 

-(Women's Meeting.) | 

From Birmingham Monthly Meeting held 4th Mo. 2, 1840.- "The fol- 

lowing information received from West Chester preparative meeting is di- 
rected to be recorded with the minutes of this meeting, viz. ‘West 
Chester Preparative Meeting informs that it has appointed Caleb B Cope 
William P. Townsend, Jonathan Cope, Caleb S. Cope and Edwin Jemes trus- 
tees of their new meeting house and property end thet a declaration of. 
trust has been prepared stating the objects and conditions under which 
it is held.'" , * 

Birminghem Monthly Meeting, of which West Chester constitutes an 
active part, is mostly held at the West Chester Meeting House. During 

‘the summer, however, with Hicksite Friends, it is held at Birmingham, 
The establishment of the Monthly Meeting is thus recorded:- 

"At Birmingham Monthly Meeting held 7th of 12th month, 1815, the 
following minute of Concord Quarterly Meeting, respecting the estab- 
lishment of this meeting, was read, the Friends named therein attended. 
"Concord Monthly Meeting reports they were united in proposing to the 
Quarterly Meeting the establishment of a new Monthly Meeting to be 
composed of Birminghem end West Chester Preparative Meetings, and that 
it be known by the name of Birmingham Monthly Meeting, that it be held 
alternately at Birmingham and ‘lest Chester, at West Chester in the 
First: month, Birmingham in the Second, but until the house et Birming- 
ham be made suitable to hold ea Monthly Meeting in, that it be held al- 
together at West Chester and that it be held on Fifth day following 
the first Second day in each month and if the Quarterly Meeting con- 
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curs therein they propose that the opening of said. meeting be in the 
Twelfth month next, which coming weightily before this meeting is u- 
nited with, the following named Friends are appointed to attend said 
meeting at the opening thereof, to wit., Abraham Pennell, Edwerd Ger- 
rigues, Semuel Cenby, Jacob Hibberd, Thomas Smedley and Joseph Malin. 
Extracted from the minutes of said Quarterly Meeting. 
Nathan Sherpless, Clerk.'" 

The High Street Meeting House is a lerge brick building with a 
prominent frontage facing High Street, in the gable of which is a 
stone bearing the date, 1868, in large figures, the year of the erect- 
ion of the house. It is a much lerger house than the one of Chestnut 
Street, and occupies the grounds which belonged to the originelly es- 
tablished Friends' meeting at West Chester. In Yzra Michener's "“Retro- 
spect of Early Quekerism" occurs the following note:- 

"In the year 1810 a meeting wes indulged near West Chester, com- 
posed of some Friends belonging to Goshen, Bredford, and Birminghem 
meetings. In 1813, the meeting wes established by Concord Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings, and the following yeer was allowed to hold a prepar-. 
ative meeting." 

On the grounds at the rear of the Meeting House is the Friends’ 
Community School in a building erected during the latter part of the 
"80's', but the institution is of longer stending, having been found- 
ed in 1836, being originally conducted in the Meeting House. This 
school has ell grades of a preparatory school from the Primary through 
the Junior High School. Close by the school-house at the reer of the 
Meeting House, is the janitor's dwelling, and nearby is the Friends’ 
Boarding Home. 

This Boarding Home, facing Welnut Street, was converted into an In- 
firmary in 1936 when the newly erected Hickman Memoriel Home was made 
ready for occupancy. The new building was erected on the grounds of 
the Meeting House at the corner of Yalnut and Biddle Streets, facing 
the former. The hendsome structure was ready for occupancy by June 9, 
‘1936, and has a capacity for accommodeting fifty boarding guests. On 
a tablet in the front hall near the entrance door, is this record:~ 
"Hickmen Memorisl Home 1936 Dedicated To the memory of Semuel C. 
Hickmen and to his brother Nethaniel G. Hickman To whose generosity 
is due this building and its endowment." 

In the "History of Chester County, Pa.," by J. Smith Futhey and 
Gilbert Cope, 1881, the two mestings of West Dhester have been given 
the following brief comment:- 

"In 1810 the.Friends in this neighborhood proposed the building 
of e meeting-house, but were discouraged by the Monthly Meetings to 
which they belonged, end instead thereof were allowed to hold meet- 
ings in a Friends' school-house neer by in Hast Bradford. This indul- 
gence was renewed from time to time until 1812, in which yeer a meet- 
ing-house wes built in West Chester, though it does not appear to 
have been occupied until 6th month 20, 1813. After the division in the 
society the Orthodox Friends held their meetings for e time in the 
east end of the house of George G. Ashbridge, now of John Rutter. In 
1830 they built a meeting-house at the northwest corner of Church end 
Chestnut Streets, which wes opened 12th month 26, 1830, and is now 
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used as two dwelling houses. In 1844 they built a nest green-stone house |g 

on a lot et the northeast corner of the seme streets. In 1868 the orig- 4% 

inal meeting-house on High Street was greatly enlarged to accommodate 

the Quarterly Meeting and the increased attendence." a 
On a post on the grounds of the Chestnut Street Frisends'Meeting is Wa 

this eannouncement,- "Friends' Meeting for Divine Worship. First Day 

10.30 A.M. Fifth Dey 10.30 A.M. All Welcome." The house is built of 

pele green stons, end has a quiet, pseceful aspect which attrects the 

attention of the passer-by. Along-side of the Meeting House is The 

Barcley, the Boerding Home of Orthodox Friends of Concord sented. In 


came into the possession of the Meeting, was added to, given an aeren tae 
on Church Street, and converted into a boarding home. To it the neme of 
"The Barclay" was given, end on May 8, 1936, the boarding inmates from 
the Old Berclay, by the Meeting House, were trensferred. The tormer 
Boarding Home wes sold and the new owners converted it into an &part- 
ment house. 3a 
There ere two Friends' Buriel Grounds st West Chester, but both are J 

located outside the town precincts. In the Hicksite Graveyard on the 4 
south side of the town, out New Street, the memoriel markers are all 
tablets 16 by 18 inches in sixe, lying flat upon the heads of the 
greves. One of them marks the grave of Esther K. Smedley, born 10th Mo. 
gend, 1835, died 5th Mo. 13th, 1873. She wes editor of "The Children's 
Friend", e monthly megezine published in the letter "60's". 

The Orthodox Buriel Ground, called "Osklend", is about & mile north 
‘of West Chester. It is beautifully shaded with fine trees end is on the 
opposite side of the road from two other cemeteries of other religious 
denominations. | 

A communication, Mar. 15, 1929, from Herbert P. Worth, provides ad- 
ditional information concerning the West Chester Meetings. He wrote:- 
"In 1868 the western half of thie building (the original Meeting House) 
was torn down, leaving the eastern half......as @ rear addition to the 
large new brick building (the present meeting-house) which was then e- 
rected. It had the seperete portico over each front door as the older 
pictures show. These were replaced by the present large porch in the 
latter part of 1909.....The old graveyerd was in thet part of the law 
north of the meeting~house (in the rear of the original meeting-house). 
Over fifty years sgo this wes abendoned as a burying-ground and many 
bodies were removed. At that time Friends orgenized a burisl company 
with a cemetery south of West Chester which hes since been used. Ortho- 
dox Friends had e graveyard several squares away from their meeting- 
house but ebandoned it end in like menner orgenized a compeny which 
has @ ground lying to the north of West Chester." 
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Westtown Boerding School established.....1799. 
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Westtown Friends' Meeting established..1799. 
Monthly Meeting esteblished............1919. 


Meeting House built..... Sse Mia eisiatne y cnigtad Jou. 
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Westtown Meeting and Sckool belong to Philadelphis Yearly Meeting 
of Orthodox Friends. Although, like the School, the Meeting is of old es- 
teblishment, end, in 1929 is a Monthly Meeting of Concord Quarter, it has 
alweys held its sessions in the main school-building until, in 1929, a 
lerge grey stone Meeting House wes erected close to the Mein Building to 
be used for religious purposes. This handsome structure, constructed upon 
the customary old-fashioned style of meeting-house architecture, has been 
the gift of Arthur H. Perry and his wife, Emme Foster Perry, of Boston, 
Massachusetts. The building wes near completion when the compiler of these 
notes made his first visit to Yesttowm, March 8, 1929, end when finished 
will have a tablet besring the dete of erection in its western gable. 

Though Westtown, es a meeting, is well known in the Yearly Meeting's 
history, its celebrity is subserviant to the fame of the Westtown Board- 
ing School to which it is attached. The entire establishment is located 
on Chester Creek in Westtown Township in Chester Couni;, Pa., sbout four 
miles from West Chester, towards the southeast of the town. A brief histor- 
ical sketch of the School is given in the annuel bulletin or circular is- 
sued by the institution which is therein celled "A co-educational country 
boarding school, maintained by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends." 

It is controlled: by the Westtown Committee consisting of sixty-two mem- 
bers chosen from the seven Quarters of the Yeerly Meeting. The following 
is quoted from the school circular of 1928-19293- 

"Yasttown School is e boarding school for boys and girls maintained 
by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends. It is situated on eae tract of 
six hundred and twenty-five acres in Chester County, Pennsylvanie, about 
twenty-five miles from Philadelphia. The School wes first opened for pu- 
pils in the summer of 1799. It was the outcome of a concern that had rest- 
ed upon Friends for meny years thet their children should have better op- 
portunities for ecucetion and that these could best be Obteined through 
a centrel boarding school under the direct care of the Yearly Meeting. 

For more then a century Westtown has retained its position as the central 
school of Philadelphia Yeerly Meeting, end the compact soliderity of thet 
body is in lerge part due to the fact that successive generetions of chil- 
dren, from every Querterly Meeting have become acqueinted with eech other 
at the school. To a marked degree the school has also drawn children from 
Friendly communities @ll over the country and the ties thus formed have 
been en important factor in increasing unity of Friends in Americe. There 
has been a steady growth in everything relating to its educational work. 
The limited curriculum of early times has expanded into a full college 
preparatory course with additional courses of a generel nature. The endow- 
ment of the school, acquired by legacies, gifts end subscriptions, hes 
grown with the years until it hes placed the school on a firm foundation, 
and enebled it constantly to improve its equipment and give a thoroughly 
substantial education et a charge considerably below the actual cost..... 

'™esttown has, like many other schools, a reputation for educational 
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efficiency; aye sre, however, some advantages which ere peculierly its 
own, end which enable it to carry out more successfully the purposes 
which it holds.The school particularly fortunete in its location. The 
six hundred and twenty-five acres belonging to it are partly used for 
farm end orchard, but in addition to the beautiful well equipped csmpus, 
there sre about two hundred and fifty acres of woodland, meadow and 
cleering which afford a range for extensive rembles. Chester Creek flows 
through the woods end open meatows for over a mile, supplying water for 
the lake. These grounds of great natural beauty, provide opportunity not > 
only for outdoor sports of all kinds, but for the development of an inter- 4) 
est in nature which is definitely fostered by various members of the staff, W4- 
both in connection with school work,end.with such out-of-school hobbies as 
hiking, camping, and the study of birds, and plant life.,...... Aa 

"Meetings for worship are held regulerly on First-days and Fifth-days, @ 
end are attended by all the pupils. At these meetings and at other times 4% 
the spiritual life of the school is greetly strengthened by visits from 
the members of the Committee in charge of the school, and from other 
Friends from this country and even from across the water. On First-day 
evemings there ere often talks of an inspirationel nature given by such 
visitors or other invited speekers.......-Opportunity is given to become 
acquainted with the work of Friends through the Monthly Meeting to which 
students occasionally bring their certificates, and through Concord Quar- 
terly Meeting which holds its fall session at the school.... 

"The school lies a mile and a half from Westtovm Station on the Cen- 
trel Division of the Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington Reilroad. The 
buildings ere pleasantly situated on high ground with most of the open 
lend in front of them to the south, while the meadows, orchard and wood- 
‘lend lie to the north.....The present school building was completed in 
the year 1888, replecing the one in which the school hed been carried on 
for nearly a century. It is about five hundred and fifty feet in length 
running nearly east and west. The central part contsins the reception- 
hell, library, the parlors, the offices of the Principal end Business 
feneger, the dining-room, meeting-room, gymnasium, museum, etc. The col- 
lecting-rooms occupy the extreme ends of the first floor, the girls' to 
the west,.the boys' to the east, while the classrooms open from the long 
corridor between them. The boys' snd girls' dormitories occupy the sec- 
ond and third floors of the east and west wings respectively..... 

"The Bacon Cottage, situated on the western end of the campus at a 
convenient distence from the girls' wing, was erected in 1923 for the use 
of the Home Economics Department. It contains laboratories and work-rooms 
for the cooking end sewing classes and is so arranged as to include a4 
model practice cottage where five girls may live with the director and 
heve prectical experience in cooking end household management. In the 
basement is a laundry, which is at the disposal of the girls at certain 
times during the week. The Art Room, located on the second floor of this 
building, is a comnodious and well-equipped room, amply lighted from 
the north and overhead." 

Among the numerous buildings et Yesttown are Industriel Hell, the 
Power House, the Stone House, end the Ferm House. The two stone posts at 
the entrance gate of the campus or school grounds, announce on one side, 

"Westtown School 1799" end on the other "Westtown School 1910." On a 
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tablet by the entrance doorway of the Mein Building is this information;- 
"The Original Building Opened 1799 taken down 1887 Oécupied the site of 
the West Wing of ‘this Building which wes erected 1865-G WA. A. 6th 

Month 1910." 

The following minute teken from the Goshen Meeting records has ref- 
erence to Westtown:- 

Goshen Mo. Mat Willistow 3-11-1803 "The friends appointed at- 
tended the. Quarterly'Meeting:-and inform they had it in Charge to lay be- 
fore this Meeting thet there was some more money wanted for completeing 
the infirmary et Yesttown, which this Meeting teking under consideration 
appoints Sareh Prett Henneh Garrett Amy Smedley Deborah Passmore Ann 
Williemson and Fhebe Tnomas to receive what may be hended and forward 
to our next Monthly Meeting." -(Women's Meeting.) 

This commmniceation, llth Mo. 3, 1937, from J. Russell Edgerton, 
Clerk of the "‘eeting, gives the date of the establishment of Westtown 
Monthly Meeting:- "Westtown Monthly Meeting was esteblished by minute of 
Concord Quarter held 11-11-1919 and held its first regular session 1-28- 
1920 with Wm. B. Harvey acting as clerk." 
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Only e few rods south of the Lincoln Highwey in East Whiteland 
Township of Chester County, Pa., about two miles from Melvern, is the lo- 
cation of the former Friends' Meeting called by the township mame. Ac- 
cording tc report the little Meeting House was destroyed by fire about 
twenty-five yeers ago, counting from 1930, and in 1930 onl} the small 
half-neglected graveyard is left to mark the place, although the outline 
of the foundation well is faintly discerned on the knoll back of. the 
trees by the roadside. The building faced the south and to the west of it 
there is still in existence the stone wall which partly bordered the 
Meeting House grounds. 

A strong stone wall in good condition incloses the oblong-sheped 
cemetery in front of the Meeting House site. There are quite a number of 
low memorial marbles within the enclosure, with dates extending from 1823 
to 1909. The family names of those interred there, so far as may be ob- 
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tained from the tombstones, are Aikins, Cope, Corson, Davis, Ervin, =| 
Griffith, Heston, Hibberd, Kersey, Lewis, Malin, Potts, Smith and Yarn= i 
all. Among the inscriptions ere:- 

Wm. Je “rvin March 30, 1823 aged 6mos. 

G. Heston Died 6m 1, 1828 aged 6 years. 

David Cope Born 1-24-1787 Died Y-24-1864. 

Debby Cope Born 2-68-1796 Died 1-22-1862. 

Only a brief note regarding the Yhitelend Meeting is given in the 
"History of Chester County, Pa.," by J. Smith Futhey and Gilbert Cope. . i 
It is there stated:- "A meeting-house was built in Hast Whitelend, and 7 
g meeting held therein in 1816, being opened in the llth month of thet 
yeer. It was not regulerly established until 1818. In 1822 e Prepara- 
tive Meeting was established. The house is recently closed, (1881) and 
the membership trensferred to Melvern." 

The foregoing account of 'Yhiteland refers chiefly to the Orthodox 
branch of the Society of Friends, who, at the time of the Sepsration, 
were in the mejority, reteined the Meeting House, and in 1930, have 4 
possession of the property. With the erection of Malvern Meeting House a 
in 1879, the meetings at Whiteland were discontinued and the new and 
more central end convenient house repleced the old one. Although the 
Whitelend Meeting House was destroyed by fire, photographs of it are 
in existence and show its outward appearance. Gilbert Cops of West 
Chester photographed it on Mleventh Month 21, 1888, showing it to have §4 
been & small rough-cast structure with two doors at the front under the 4 
cover of en open porch with a protecting roof sloping both to the left 
end the right. Between the doors, on the slightly raised flooring of 
the little porch, one of the Meeting House benches resting against the 
well, gives the plece a pleesant home+like’ atmosphere. 

Of the Hicksite connection with the meeting at Whiteland, and its 
early history, befors the “Separation” of 1827, Ezra Michener of New 
Gerden, wrote in his "Retrospect of Early Quakerism" as follows:- 

"1816.- The meeting of Whiteland was first held in the eleventh 
month of this year. 

""At a Monthly Meeting, held the 30th of fourth month, 1817, the 
Friends appointed in the tenth month last, to attend the opening of 
the meeting in Bast Whiteland, produced the following report, etc.- 

-(Goshen Monthly Meeting. ) 

"'The Preparetive Meeting at Whiteland was allowed by Ca ncore 
Querterly Meeting in 1822. In 1843 it was discontinued, at its own de- 
sire, and the members attached to Goshen Preparative by the same au- 
thority. And, in 1847, "hiteland Meeting was in like manner laid dow." 4¥ 
-(See Goshen Monthly Meeting Records.) 

From the Goshen Monthly Meeting Minutes of Men and Women Friends, | 
as copied in "Extracts" by Gilbert Cope of West Chester from the re- 
cords now preserved by Orthodox Friends at 302 Arch Street, Philadel-— 
phia, the following give some interesting items of Whiteland Meeting's 
history:- z 

Goshen Ifonthly yWesttns of Women Friends, 10th Mo. 2, 1816.- 
"Friends belonging to Goshen preparative meeting residing in the Val- 
ley and neighborhood were united in requesting the liberty of holding 
meetings of worship in the new building erected by friends in Hast- 
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/ whiteland on first and fourth days of the week except the fourth days of 
. those weeks in which the preparative end monthly meetings ere held with 
which this meeting unites and appoints Rachel Garrett Elizabeth Hibberd 
Esther Garrett Mery Goodwin Lydia Pratt and Deborah Passmore to attend 
et the opening thereof (on the second first dey in the eleventh month) 
and occasionally there and et Goshen during their appointment." 

Goshen Monthly Meeting of omen Friends, 4th Mo. 30, 1817.- "The. 
committee respecting the indulged meeting at Hast Whiteland report most 
of then ettended to their appointment end were of the mind it heth been 
conducted in good measure consistent with our religious profession. Some 
of the number also attended at Goshen particuler meeting agreeably to 
appointment.....Friends who are members of Goshen preparative meeting 

‘composing the indulged meeting at Nast Whiteland ere united in request- 
ing a continuance thereof untill the first of the eleventh month next 
with which this meeting unites being left under the care of the same 
friends with the addition of Abigail Smedley end report when ready." 

Goshen Monthly Meeting of Women Friends, 4th Mo. 29, 1&1&.- "The 
friends composing the indulged meeting in East Whiteland request that 
it may be en established meeting of worship to be held on the first. 
end fourth days of the week except the weeks in which the preparetive 
and mo. meetings are held, to be known by the name of Whiteland meeting. 
After deliberete consideration this meeting unites with men's in leav- 
ing it under consideration enother month; meanwhile the meeting to be 
continued es usual." 

Goshen Monthly Meeting of Women Friends, 5th Mo. 27, 1818.- "The 
‘ request for ean established meeting to be held at East Whiteland coming 
egein before us efter solidly considering the subject this meeting u- 
nites with men's in sending it forwerd to the Quarterly meeting." 

_ Goshen Monthly Meeting of Women Friends, 5th Mo. 1, 1622.- "Women 
in conjunction with men friends have paid attention to the request of 
friends of Whiteland, relative to a preparative meeting, and agree to 
report they have most of them attended Goshen Preparetive meeting and 
Whiteland, end could not discourege their request. This meeting efter 
deliberetion expresses unity with-the report of the committee end &p- 
prove of information being forwarded to the Quarterly Meeting." 

Goshen Monthly Meeting of Women Friends, let Mo. 1, 1829.- "At 
Whiteland the seperetists continued to meet with Friends untill the 
cases of several were regularly on the minutes of the Monthly Meeting 
for sepersting and on their refusing to withdraw according to the Es- 
tablished order of Society Friends adjourned to the yard, at which 
time a minute from the Monthly Meeting wes produced end read changing 
the time of holding the preperetive meeting to the week preceding the 
Time it hed previously been held." . 

Goshen Monthly Meeting of Women Friends, lst Mo. 2, 1834.- "Since 
the lest report a schoolhouse hes been built within the limits of White- 
lend preparetive Meeting the property of friends and a school kept in 
jt under the cere of a committee of the preparative meeting and teught 
by a member of society, at which six of the twelve children of suitable 
ege members of that meeting have received instruction, one at Westtown. 
The school under the care of illistown and Middletowm preparative 
_meetings have been sustained nearly ell the time, since lest report, 
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teught by a member, at which twelve of the fifteen children of suiteble 
age members of Willistown have received instruction a-part of the time, | 
There are thirty three children of suitable sge members of Goshen pre- 
parative meeting and under the controul of members, Bight of whom are 

at or entered Westtown. A school was kept by a femele member three 
months of the summer at which three received instruction. Of the remain- 
der Two received instruction et home The rest either go to school in 
their respective neighborhoods or are not: going to school." 

Goshen Monthly Meeting of Women Friends, lst Mo. 29, 1835.- "Rachel 
Neville an Elder and member of Whiteland perticular Meeting departed 
this life the sixth of the second Month one thousand eight hundred & 
Thirty four in the EHightieth year of her sge." 
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Willistown is a Preparative Meeting belonging to Goshen Monthly 
Meeting in Concord Querter of Philedelphia Yeerly Meeting of the Soci- 
ety of Friends. As a meeting for worship it was orgenized and had its 
Meeting House as early as 1769, for on Tenth Month 19, 1769 (Dr. Ezra 
Michener, in his "Retrospect of Eerly Quekerism", gives the date 1767) 
Benjamin Hibberd and Mery Gerrett were married at an eppointed meeting 
at Yillistown Meeting House; but there seems to be no further evidence 
of ae meeting there so early. However, some fifteen years later the mem- 
bers at Willistown began to ask for an Indulged Meeting, which, accord- 
ing to the following minutes of Goshen Monthly Meeting, gave them con- 
sidereble lebor and long waiting to obtain:- 

"At Goshen Monthly Meeting, 4, 9, 1784: The ffrds who heve usual- 
ly held a meeting During the winter season at Willistown, now Request, 
with the approbation of Goshen & Newtown, preparative meetings to have 
e meeting settled there & to hold a preparetive meeting, which is left 
for further consideration." 

10, 8, 1784.- "The Request for having e meeting settled at Willis- 
towm having been for some time before this meeting, & there not appear- 
ing sufficient uniting in sentiment for it to Go forward it is Dropt at 
present." 

6, 8, 1787.- "The friends who have usually attended the Willistowm 
meeting Requests to have e@ meeting settled there, to be held on first 
and fifth days, except the day before Goshen Mo. meeting which is left 
‘under consideration another mo," 
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7, 6, 1787.- "The Request for having ae meeting settled at Willis- 
town coming under weighty considerstion, &, after much time spent there- 
on, it is concluded to be laid before the Quarterly meeting." 

105.-95°1787.— "The Querterly meeting's committee on the request for 
having a meeting for worship settled at Willistown attended here & aft- 
er a sollid conference thereon, the committee proposed having a meeting 
with the friends who are to constitute sd meeting." 

1758.~ "The committee,*on the request from Willistown, having hed 
& weighty conference on the subject of establishing a meeting there, 
and being favored with a comfortable calm, which both tended to the u- 
niting our heerts together, do agree to report thet we are free thet 
the Quarterly Meeting should grent their request."" "Which, being at- 
tended to, was epproved, send the said meeting ellowed of, to be held on 
the first end fifth days of the week, &c., agreeable to their request; 
end the clerk is requested to furnish Goshen Monthly Meeting with a co- 
py of this minute. Teken from the minutes of Chester Querterly Meeting, 
held the llth of tenth month, 1788. Joshua Sharpless Clerk " 

The entire trensaction wes settled, when, quoting from Futhey and 
Cope's "History of Chester County, Pa.," 1881,- "The committee having 
made a favorable report, the meeting wss established by the Quarterly: 
Meeting held 11, 10, 1788; and in 1794 they were ellowed to hold e 
Preparative Meeting. 2, 8, 1799, Report is made that 'A new meeting 
house is built at Willistown, to supply the place of the old one." 

The new Meeting House wes constructed of stone, and, in 1929, yet 
stends, giving visual evidence, from its outward appearance, to the 
careful attention of its members. The eastern end of the building has 
’ been rough-cast, but leaves the date-stone exposed, which bears the in- 
itials and figures 
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The woodwork of the porch, doors, windows etc., is painted white, 
end the Meeting House, in the midst of spacious grounds, is rather odd- 
ly placed with the back of the structure towards the public road and 
the entrance gateway. This is due, of course, to the House being built 
facing the south, as customery with old houses of worship of the Soci- 
ety of Friends. There sre a number of trees in the yard, one of which 
is especielly large end venerable, growing neer the carriage entrence, 
while a row of four or five shades the front of the House, rendering 
the place both pleasent and attractive. 

At the west end of the building, by the side of the driveway, is 
a large stone on which persons may alight from their carriages or oth- 
er vehicles upon their arrival et meeting. On the opposite side of the 
driveway, at some little distance, is a row of wegon-sheds bearing ev- 
idence of age and disuse. 

The grounds surrounding the Meeting House are somewhat rolling in 
character, rising from the west end northwest towards the eastward, 
where the well on the western side of the large oblong-sheped graveyard 
separetes the two yards. 

The cemetery is well marked with memorial stones that bear records 
of meny families of the past who have been interred there. One main 
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graveled pathway leads from the gate in the western yell directly dow 
the middle of the Burial Ground to about three-quarters of its length, 
pessing just a short space beyond a small shade tree that grows near 
the center of the yard. On either side of the pathway are seen the 
greves of members of the families of Bartram, Brown, Davis, Garrett, 
Hell, Hibberd, Irwin, Kirk, Pratt, Roberts, Smedley; Steele, Taylor, 
Tucker, VYindle, Yarnell end verious others. 
Willistown Friends' Medéting House is in the midst of the hills of 
Chester County, about one mile north of the West Chester Pikxe at Edge- 
mont. 
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The early history of Wilmington Friends' Meeting has been given 
concisely in the following words in the "History of Delawere," by J. 
Thomas Scharf in 1888:- 

"A number of Friends settled in the village of Wilmington in-1736, 
emong whom were Williem Shipley, Joshua Wey, Thomas West end Joseph © 
Hewes, end on the 13th day of the Twelfth Month, 1737, Chester Quarter- 
ly Meeting established the Wilmington Meeting for worship....The first 
meeting wes held in the one-story brick house of William Shipley. Later 
meetings were held in William Shipley's new house at the southwest cor- 
ner of Fourth and Shipley Street, until the first meeting-house was 
completed in the fall of 1738. It was built of brick on the site of the 
Friends’ school-house on West Street, and the date of the erection, 
1738, was placed in the gable wall with black glazed bricks. Benjamin 
Ferris, the historian, says the building wes twenty-four feet square and 
one-story high. Originally ea broad protecting roof extended across the 
entire front. A sun-diel was placed over the small window under the peak || 
of the roof in the south gable wall and remained there sixty years or more. ¥ 
Within ten years efter the establishment of this meeting the society had . 
become quite large. A grest meny Friends from New Castle end Newerk Meoet- 
ings came here regulerly to worship, and those meetings declined. The 
first neeting-house was afterwards used exclusively for school purposes, 
“and in in a changed form is still stending. In 1748 enother meeting-house 
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was built on West Street on the site of the present one. It was forty- 
eight feet square, two stories high, with galleries extending over one- 
half the ground floor. Over each of the doors was a double pitch roof, 
and elliptical arch over each of the windows in the first story. The 
form of the building wes very singular. The four sides were of equal 
size, the roof wes a truncated pyramid. On the top of the pyramid, on 
the truncated part, was @ small building about six feet square. Its roof 
was also of the forn of e pyrenid with a chimney out of the apex, and a 
window on each of the sides to light the garret. The meeting-house was 
a great centre of interest, and the society which met in it increased 
in numbers and prospered, having for meny years a very numerous member- 
ship. 

"Soncord Querterly Meeting, on the 14th of Third Month, 1750, con- 
stituted Wilmington and New Castle Preparative Meetings, a Monthly Meet- 
ing for discipline, under the name of Wilmington Monthly Meeting. It was 
thet yeer that the records of the Wilmington Meeting now in the hands of 
the society begin. In 1758 the same Quarterly Meeting advised the New 
Cestle Preperative Meeting to resign its right of holding a meeting, end 
join that of Wilmington, which wes done, and the New Castle meeting-house 
wes sold. The meeting-house erected on West Street in 1748 was used until 
1817, when the present one was built. Among the prominent ministers of 
the Wilmington Meeting since the beginning of the present century, on 
the men's side were Joshua Meule, Edward Brooks, John Brooks, and Ezra 
Fell; and on the women's side were Deborsh Speckman, Ann Ferris, Eliza-— 
beth Robinson and Sareh Ferris. The Friends of Wilmington continued as 
one orgenizetion until the. general division of the Society in 1827, when 
the followers of Elias Hicks became possessors, and have since worship- 
ped in the Fourth and West Street Meeting-house. The Orthodox Friends 
built a meeting-house at the corner of Ninth end Tetnell Streets, which 
hes since been their place of worship." 

The following extracted from the minutes of Concord Quarterly Meet- 
ing, treats of the establishment of Wilmington Monthly Meeting:- 

"At a Quarterly Meeting held et Concord, for the county of Chester, 
the 14th of the third month, 1750, the friends appointed to meet and sit 
with the Friends of Newark Monthly Meeting, to consider whether it will 
be of the most service to Friends, and conducive to the prosperity of 
Truth, for the said Monthly Meeting to be divided into two, report they 
met accordingly, end considered the whole affeir, and are of opinion it 
would be better to settle a Monthly Meeting for Friends of New Castle 
and Wilmington Perticular Meetings, then that the Monthly Meeting of 
Newark should circulate to Wilmington, &c 
"This meeting, efter a mature consideration of the affair, do allow 

that New Castle and Wilmington particular meetings be made and embodied 
into a Monthly Meeting for discipline, separate from the Centre and Ken- 
net Particular Meetings, which remain and is continued a Monthly Meeting 
as heretofore. 
Examined, per Jacob Howell." 

In the Friends' Intelligencer, Fifth Mo. 12, 1900, an interesting 
description of Wilmington Friends' Meeting House wes published. It was 
from the pen of E. L. (Elizabeth Lloyd) end reads as follows:- 

"In the year 1738 the Friends then living in the vicinity of Wil- 
mington built a quaint stone house on ‘Queker Hill', a site which for 
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more than ea century was outside of the town limits. .In 1748 this build- 
ing was taken for ea school-house, and another meeting-house was erect- 
ed on an adjoining lot. 

_ "The Friends' School established in 1748 is the oldest school in & 
the Stete, it heving been in continuous existence from that time to the % 
present. In 1780 this school wes taught by e certain John Webster, who |) 
was the last of its masters that was ever ‘barred out’ by the pupils. 
Aided by some of the committoe, he succeeded in forcing an entrance, 
end the chastisement that followed would not be considered Friendly in 
these days. Among the pupils of this vigorous teacher were James A. 
Beyard, Caeser A. Rodney, and Edward ‘J. Gilpin, the last named becom- 
ing in after years Chief Justice of the State of Delawere. 

"The wells of the old house still form a part of the present hand- 
some and comnodious school building, but they have been so built upon 
and around thet it is hard to identify them. The school has now a kin-- 
dergarten, manuel training department, gymnasium, laboratory, museun, 
and other things that go to meke up a well-equipped modern institution 
of learning. The boys and girls have separate study halls, but recite 
together in classes. It wes this school of which Clarkson Taylor was 
principal for several yearse..... 

"The present meeting house in Wilmington, eccording to the stone 
in the end, was built in 1816. It is a plein brick building on West 
Street. above Fourth, and is now fer within the residence portion of the 
city. The yerd eround the house occupies an entire block, much of it 
being taken up with the old graveyard. There are many fine trees on the 
grounds, end the whole is enclosed on three sides by a high iron fence, 
end on the fourth side by an old-time brick wall. 

"The outside of the building possesses no specisl erchitectural 
beputy; but within it is an ideal old meeting-house. Over the minis- 
ters' gallery is a'sounding-boerd'. The youths’ gallery extends around 
three sides of the room, and the gallery rail @s well as the belusters 
of the steirweys, is supported by turned posts. As all meetings are 
held in joint session the pertition has been removed excepting ean erch 
extending from the gallery to the sounding-board. The old benches have 
been retsined, but meade comfortable by an added board along the backs, 
end good cushions. The Doric pillers supporting the gallery are painted 
cream white to match the window fremes, end wells and ceiling are steel 
white, but benches, wainscoting, end gallery-posts ere left as the gen- 
tle hand of time has painted them....." 

In the Friends' Intelligencer, Wleventh Mo. 30, 1918, en announce- 
ment wes made to the effect thet "The two meetings in Wilmington have 
decided to join together for their mid-week meeting, with the hope of 
obtaining greater strength for themselves and for each other. These u- 
nited meetings will begin on 4th day, Twelfth month 4th, et 7.45 pom., 
end will be under the joint care of the Meeting of Ministry and Over- 
sight, end Ministers end Blders. The time is e change for both meet- 
ings from Fifth-dey, end ell of the meetings will be held in the Har- 
rison Street Meeting-house, the new building of Orthodox Friends." 

To Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in the spring: of 1919 it was report- 
ed by Concord Quarter thet Wilmington mid-week Meeting, since early in 
Twelfth month, 1918, "has been held on Fourth-dey evenings jointly with. 
Friends of the other brench et their Meeting House at 10th and Harrison 
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Streets, with a gretifying increese in the attendence of its members. The 
devotional meetings have usually been addressed by some person ccnversant 
with the subject under consideration." 

The Hicksite Meeting House and the Friends' School in Wilmington. are 
on opposite sides of “ast Street, between Fourth end Fifth Streets. The 
Meeting House, built facing the south, is a lerge edifice with the dete, 
1816, on the western geble at the Fourth Street end of the house. It is a 
brick building with two entrance doors in front, end one at eech end. For- 
merly there were several trees about the place and one old monarch yet re- 
maing in the southwest corner of the grounds. The decaying stump of anoth- 
er, in 1930, is seen neer one of the front doors, inside the brick well 
on Vest Street. There are a few trees in the level Burial Ground north of 
the Meeting House. None of the memorial stones in this yard exceed a few 
inches in height, but in a few places the solitary headstones are replaced . 
by long nerrow pieces of stone embrecing @ number of graves lying side by 
side, the names of the dead being cerved on the stone at the head of each 
gravee This is the case with several of the Bringhurst family in the west- 
ern extremity of the yard. Among the family names to be seen in Wilmington 
Friends' Buriel Gro&nd gre Adems, Ashburnham, Bringhurst, Brow, Bassett, 
Bonsell, Bennett, Buzley, Cemeron, Cenby, Cloud, Dickinscn, Ferris, Foth- 
ergill, Garrett, Graves, Hallowell, Hoopes, Hilles, Hepburn, Kirk, Lobb, 
Logen, Moody, Morris, Megear, Meads, Mendenhall, Painter, Pusey, Richards, 
Richardson, Robinson, Shipley, Starr, Smith, Senders, Stroud, Tatum, Wil- 
liamson and VYoodrow. 

The Meeting House of Orthodox Friends in Wilmington was located at 
Ninth end Tatnell Streets. It wes erected in 1828 and stood many years. 
Being in need of repairs, end besides being quite incommoded by the mod- 
-ern spreading of business interests in that section of the city, the pro- 
perty wes sold and s new Meeting House erected et the corner of Tenth and 
Herrison Streets in 1915. About the seme time the old Meeting House wes 
torn dowm and the site is now, in 1930, occupied by the Bell Telephone 
Building. The new Herrison Street Meeting House is a handsome structure 
of stone thet does not follow thé line of old-fashioned Quaker architec- 
ture used in building houses for worship. It is located on a high ter- 
rece ebove the street level, has the date, 1915. over thé front entrence, 
which faces Tenth Street, and hes a seating capecity of about seventy- 
five persons. 
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ADDENDA. 


Concord Quarter. 
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STAN TON. 


Mr. Frenk R. Zebley of 1302 King Street, Wilmington, Delawere, sent to the 
compiler of these Historical Sketches the following communicetion, dated 
Merch 1, 1944;--— 

Deer Mr. Metleck: I am reasonably sure thet I did send you a pictur: 
of the Heanneh Lewden house et Christiena. There is a row of poplar trees 
leading up to the house, I think. I am copying the materiel that I have o: 
the Christiena and Stenton Meetings. 

CHRISTIANA FRIENDS' MEETING. & Friends' Meeting wes formed, in 1772 
at Christiena Bridge. Permission to meet on the first and fourth deys of 
each week was grented by the Wilmington Monthly Meeting. This action was 
leter approved by the Chester Quarterly Meeting. The meetings alternated 
between Christiens Bridge end Stanton. The Christiana Bridge meetings wer 
held in the home of Henneh Lewden, which is still standing on the eesterl 
side of Christiana Creek a short distence from the bridge. The Stanton 
meetings were held &t Wershell's Mill. These meetings continued until 178 
when the White Clay Creek Meeting at Stenton wes established by permissio 
of the Chester Quarterly Meeting. 

STANTON FRIENDS' MEETING. In June, 1687, some of the settlers arom 
White Clay Creek petitioned the New Castle Monthly Meeting for permissio 
to hold a weekly meeting at "“hitely Creek." This was grented end a meet 


ing was set up. It was leid down Feb. 7, 1688, the members transferred. to 


the New Castle Meeting. 

In 1772, meetings for worship were held in Mershell's Mill, Stanton, 
in conjunction with Christiane Meeting. In 1779, a former school-house 
wes secured for the meetings. On June 13, 1779, @ site for a burying- 
ground and upon which to build &@ Meeting House wes leased from Thomas 
Stapler by Robert Johnson, Robert Philips, Joseph Chambers, Yin. Wollestor 
end Wm. Byrnes, trustees. The yearly rental of pepper corn was to be pai 
on June 13, each year, forever, if demanded. The trustees were also re- 
quired to keep the fences in repair. 

White Clay Creek Meeting was established in 1781, by the consent of 
the Chester Quarterly Meeting. In 1784, they were permitted to hold Pre- 
parative Meetings. In 1803, a Meeting House was built end the name was 
chenged to Stenton Meeting at the request of the members. The brick Meet: 
ing House was built in 1873. In 1891, the Preparative Meeting end the 
mid-week Meeting were laid down. In 1894, the time of meeting was cheng- 
ed to 10.30 A.M. The Meeting was laid dowmm in 1921. Since that time 
the building hae been used for community meetings, including Grenge mest 
ings. The burying-ground is still in use. There are two tiny headstones 
close to the Meeting House dated 1823 end 1827. The oldest inscribed 
tombstone is that of Susanne Jones who died in 1835. 

I have kept quite busy this winter going through newspaper files 
in Wilmington, Newerk, Smyrna and Dover from the year 1845 to the pres- 
ent time. I have found a large number of fects relating to churches. I 
hope you are well end like myself, I am sure that you are looking for- 


werd to the coming spring. Sincerely, 
; Frank R. Zebley. 
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FISHING CREEK HALF-YEAR. 


HI IE HE 


The Meetings of the Society of Friends forming the Fishing Creek 
Helf-Yearly Meeting of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, were formerly 
a part of the Philadelphia Quarter, and, in the Arch Street or Orthodox 
branch, they still continue in that Quarter in 1937. A few years after 
the "Separation" of 1827, Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting in 1833 re- 
corded this minute:- 

'"We propose to the consideration of Muncy Friends the establishment 
of a Half-Yeer Meeting, to be held at Fishing Cresk; and to be composed 
of Friends of that meeting and Roaring Creek," &c. -(Roaring Creek Month- 
ly Meeting.) . 

This movement cleimed the attention of the Yearly Meeting which in 


1834 granted the request of those isolated Friends in Columbia County, 


Pa., and its neighborhoon. 

"That most of their number have attended said Monthly Meetings, and 
some of them have visited all the particular Meetings constituting them, 
since last year. On deliberate consideration, and with feelings of ten- 
derness towards Friends of those meetings, we unite in proposing that 
their request be granted, and the said Half-Yeer Meeting esteblished; at 
present under the care of a committee of the Yeserly Meeting, and that it 
be called and known by the name of Fishing Creek Half-Year Meeting, &c. 

"Which being read, was united with; and Women's Meeting also unit- 
ing therewith, a committee was appointed, " &c. -( Yearly Meeting.) 

-From Ezra Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quakerism." 

Fishing Creek Helf-Year Meeting consisted of three Monthly Meetings 
and a few subordinate Preparative or Indulged Meetings. 

1. Catawissea Monthly Meeting established......+.1796. 
2. Fishing Creek Monthly Meeting established....1799. 
3. Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting established....1814. 

Catewisse Monthly Meeting was laid down in 1807, but later wes merg- 
ed into Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting in 1814. Until 1856 Fishing Creek 
Monthly Meeting wes known as Muncy Monthly Meeting in the Hicksite branch, 
the Meeting in Lycoming County, known then and still called Muncy Meeting, 
remaining undivided in the Arch Street or Orthodox Yearly Meeting. 

The name "Fishing Creek" wes retained by both the Monthly and the 
Half-Year Meetings of Race Street Friends, holding their meetings et Mill- 
yille, Columbia County, Pa., until 1919, when the familiar name of Mill- 
ville wes adopted by both meetings. Since that year this section of the 
Yearly Meeting is known as the Helf Yearly Meeting of Friends held at 
Millville, Pa. 
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The FRIENDS' METTINGS in 
or neer the territory of 
fe eS Goo IRA ee HOA Lo Fu Air ae 
in the Past and Present. . 


, 


oo 


1. Bear Gep or Shamokin, H. -Discontinued.. 
DIPS exw iick,» Hevea) s\\o.5 «i eens : -Discontinusd. 
Se CAtTAWisses Hele 0.) sie) ete -Discontinued. 
We ONLI VEL eg tls oboe -o..0 wees sive Kets RC LATS. 
De Roering Creek, Hee « «+ « + - «Discontinued. 


In this same isolated section 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
the Orthodox Monthly Meeting 
of Muncy, with its constitu- 
ents, are considered, elthough 
they are a part of the Phila 
aviphie. Quarter. 


PURI ES ss euiss le Ccohsetiee - Diieit ate ACO EME. 
SPOSNWOO yh Os sy a'etts ned 2 the alts ahiat wks AC baives 
Loyelsock or Pine Grove, 0.. -Discontinued. 
Muncy 3: Oieteitis' gv es -elpnel tase janis ~ je « eActives 
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MILLVILLE HALF-YEARLY MEETING , formerly FISHING CRETK HALF-YEAR, 


is represented only by the Hicksite Branch of Friends. The semi-an- 
nual meeting, corresponding to the Quarterly Meeting, is held on the 
first First-day in Sixth Month (June) and in Twelfth Month (Decem- 
ber) always at the Meeting House in Millville, Columbia County, Pa. 
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BEAR GAP. : 
Meeting first called..........Shamokin. 
Meeting established. .......eee- +1840. 
Meeting House vuilt about eoeoeeeoree ~1644,. 
Neme chenged to Bear Gep.......---1884. 


Meaetingrdlscontinued si yile s+. tele © of 
Meeting Houde demolished......... 1932. 
Location. oeeoeeee *eeoer ee =i ° -Elysburg, Pa. 


YR HAK MRK 


Beer Gap, which in the eerlier period of its history wes called 
Shamokin, wes an Indulged Meeting belonging to Fishing Creek Helf-Yearly 
Meeting in Philadelvhia Yearly Meeting of Hicksite Friends. The follow- 
ing minute from Rosring Creek Monthly Meeting, made in 1840, tells of 
its esteblishment under that Monthly Meeting:- 

"Shamokin Friends request en Indulged Meeting for worship, to be 
held on the first day of the week, in a school-house neer Asa T. Johns, 
for the ensuing six months; which request the meeting unites with, end 
eppoints Benjemin Sharpless snd Yilliam Thomas a committees to ettend the 
opening of the said meeting. Women's Meeting concurring, appoints Mery 
Ellis and Sereh Hughes to join the ae of men RES I -From "A 
Retrospect of Early Quakérism" by Uzra Michener. 

In the minutes of Roaring Creek Monthly Neeting now preserved in 
the Friends' Historical Library at Swarthmore, Pa., in 1938, the follow- 
ing references to Shemokin, later called Bear Gep, Meeting, are to be 
found: - 

"Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting held at Cattewifsa 10th mo. 14, 
1840. A request from Shemokin friends requesting an indulged meeting for 
worship to be held on the first dey of the week in & School house near 
Asa. T. John for the ensuing Six months which request the meeting Unites 
with end appoints Benjamin Sharplefs end Williem Thomas as 4 committes 
to attend the Opening of said meeting on the Second first day in the E- 
leventh month next et the Bleventh hour of the day— ‘Yfomen friends con- 
curring and appoints Mery Mllis end Sereh Hughes to Join the committee of 
men friends — This committes is to have the Oversight of said Meeting 
and report to this meeting occasionally as way may open— " 

"Roaring Creek Monthly meeting held at Cattawifse 4 mo 13th 1842 
Shamokin friends renews the request for to have their meeting another 
yeer from next Monthly Meeting Upon Consideretion of which this meet~ 
ing Unites and extends the privilege to the time requested and Benjemin 
Sharplefs and Villiam Thomas are appointed to take an Oversight thereof." 

"Roaring Creek Monthly moeting held at Catteawifsa 12th mo. 14th 
1842 Shamokin friends requests the privilege of holding ® mid week meet- 
ing on the fifth day of the week at the house of Perry Johns Elida Johns 
and Asa T. Johns in rotetion excepting the week of the Monthly & helf 
yeers meeting, which was United with and they left at liberty to hold the 
same, to commence at the house of Perry John on the fifth dey following 
the helf years meeting at the Eleventh hour " t 

"Rosring Creek Monthly Meeting held 11th mo 15th 1843 This meeting 
being informed thet Shamokin friends labor under such inconvenience in 
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consequence of not having a suitable place to meet at: This meeting ap- 
points Mehlon Hicks TZlide John Semuel Hampton Abeshei Thomas, Perry 
John Judeh -Charrington Hiren John and Asa T. John to efsist Seid 
friends in Selecting a Suitable place for a Meeting house ke &c and re- 
port their service thersin to our next meeting." 

"Roaring Creek monthly meeting 12th mo. 13th 1843 The committee ap- 
pointed et our last on the request of Shamokin friends made the follow- | 
ing report which was united with by both men and women friends and Per- 
ry John “lide John and Hiram John is appointed trustees to have a 
title executed to them in trust for the Society of Friends— 

"To the Monthly meeting— Pert of the comnittee appointed at our 
last to afsist Shemokin friends in Selecting a Suitable plece to erect 
a meeting house &c ce Report thet having twice met end after due consid- 
eration and enter change of Sentiments, the would recommend accepting of 
the offer mede by Asa T. John of one acre of ground he will deed for the 
use of 8 grave yard & meeting house reserving Sixty perches thereof un- - 
til needed by the mesting Signed on behelf of said Committee 12mo0 12th 
1845 

Judeh Cherrington Abishai Thomas 
Mehlon Hicks Hmily Thomas 
Asa T. John— " 

"Roaring creek M Meeting held at Cattawifsa 4th mo. 16-1845 This 
meeting bsing informed that Shamokin friends heve conferrea together, and 
ere United in Sentiment that the time has arrived for to establish Shemo- 
‘kin Meeting: Upon consideration of the subject the meeting appoints Ben- 
jamin Sherplefs, Williem Thomas Reuben John, Joseph Pilkington end Mah- 
lon Hicks to attend said Meeting and report their Judgment therein to our 
next meeting— " 

"Roaring Creek Monthly meeting held 9th mo 10 1845 The committee . 
appointed on the Subject brought up from Shamokin, Report that they at- 
tended the Opening of the mesting, which wes held to their Satisfaction " 

The smell. blenk book in which the records of Shamokin Preparetive 
Weeting were kept is preserved in the Friends' Historical Library at 
Swarthmore, Pa. In it there are only a few brief entries, beginning in 
1854 and closing in 1859. Those entries, however, it is observed are re- 
corded in the same book with Catewissa end Roaring Creek Preperative 
Meeting. Catewisse's Preparative Meeting's minutes begen Sth mo. 23, 
1801 with a proposal of settling a Preparetive Meeting et Cetawissa to- 
gether with Roaring Creek. The minutes of these two Freparative Meetings 
from 1801 to 1815 were kept in the seme book, as they held their meet- 
ings alternately with each other, A very few of Shamokin's Preparative 
Meeting are in the same book, and between the two sets of records is 
this note:- 

"This Book came into my hands in lst month 1858 it having been in 
the hends of Perry John for a length of time end it not being thought 
necessary to keep a record reaguler of the trensactions of the prepara- 
tive mesting.- John Kester Clerk " 

"At Shamokin Preperetive Meeting held 12mo 10th 1857 it wés thought 
best to keep some acount of some of the bisniss. trensacted in Prepare- 
tive Veetings I find some old minutes not recorded they were kept on 
in regular order untill the llth of 11th month 1823." 
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"At Shemokin Preparative Meeting held 7th of 9th month 1854 The fol- 
lowing named friends ere spointed to select end employ a suitable per- 
son as gravedigger viz— Perry John & Abia John as a comitee " 

"ht Shemokin Prepsretive Meeting held llth of lst Month 1855 Abia 
John on behelf of the commiteo Reports thet he hes egreed with John Kes- 
ter as greve Digger et $1.50cts per grave with which this meeting u- 
nites." 

"At Shemokin Preperative theld the 9th Month 1856 one of the over- 
seers informs this mesting thet Abie C John is charge with Fornicetion 
& basterdy " é 

"The Shamokin Preparative meeting Held 3rd mo th 10th 1859 The néme 
of Williem Thomas was preposed as prepsrativ meeting Clerk with which 
this meeting unites Asn he is accordingly appointed to that Service 

William Thomas Cler " 

"At Shemokin Preparative Meeting held llmo 10th 1859 the Meeting 
epoints Abiah John and William Thomas Appointted a committee to employ 
@ porson to bild Fire and taike Care of the Meeting House for the insu- 
ing yeare " 

NOTE. The above is the complete record of the Shamokin Meeting as 
it appears in the book indicated. Very possible snother record wes kept 
elsewhers. ; 

Louisa J. Roberts, a minister of Philedelphie Yearly Meeting, visit- 
ed Bear Gep in 1886 end wrote of her visit as here quoted from the pé&ges 
of the Friends' Intelligencer, Seventh Month 24, 1886:- 

"Bear Gap Meeting is a few miles southwest of Rosring Creek. The 
house is still smaller and not so well preserved. An old deserted school- 
house is on the grounds. It was the place of meeting before the log meet- 
ing-house was built; a greveyard is enclosed, but the meeting-house is 
in e grove and pleesently situeted. No reguler meeting is held, now, in 
these houses, and an appointed meeting at either draws together a large 
concourse of people. It would be very helpful to the few who yet retain 
their membership with Friends, if their isolated condition could ewaken 
a sufficient interest in our Yearly Meeting, in their behalf, to lead to 
the appointment of meetings once in three months, at which one public 
friend snd one or two companions would always be present. They need the 
spoken word." 

Agein in the Friends' Intelligencer, Fourth Month 4, 1896, another 
notice of Beer Gap appeared:- "Bear Gep (formerly celled Shamokin) Meet- 
ing was established in 1840, at the house of Asa T. Johns, but a nice 
freme house was afterwards built and it is in good condition, though sel- 
dom used, as the meeting is held et the house of William U. John. The 
meeting-house is five miles from Pexinos, and three from W. U. John's, - 
and is reached by either the Reading or Pennsylvania reilroads." 

Under date of Twelfth Month 8, 1906, the Frionds' Intelligencer is- 
sued still another article about Bear Gep, written by "G. J." (Griffith 
John):- "The Friends' meeting house neer Bear Gep [Northumberland Coun- 
ty, Pee, in the limits of Fishing Creek Helf-Yearly Meeting], stends on 
high ground, in a nook bordered by woodland, with an outlook over field 
and hilltop, bounded in the distance by mountain view. The beeuty of the 
spot is ettrective, while the varied depressions and elevations of the 
landscape lend en edditional charm. For some years no regular Friends’ 
meeting hes been held in the house, whose doors once swung to the en- 
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trence end exit of the little compeny who were wont to assemble within 
its wells. The forms and faces, the lives and lebors of these Friends 
who have passed into the great beyond, are frequently brought before our @ 
mental view with strong impression, and connect themselves with pleasing , ji 
memories. When the membership wes reduced to a single family, it became © 
imprecticable to hold- meetings in the meeting house; so since that time 
the meetings have been continued et the home of Griffith and William U. 
John. In the early part of last summer (1906) the needs of the community | 
in the vicinity of the meeting house, led to an applicetion to us Friends, 
for its use by those who wished to conduct a union Sunday School. Those 4 
interested in the movement are of the most part Lutherans and Methodists. § 
The privilege being granted, a flourishing school hes been the result, | 
which they heve named Friends’ Grove Union Sunday School. There is @ sur- | 
prising interest manifested. Parents and children alike take part. Their jf 
sincerity, their eernestness, their willingness to shoulder all the bur- '§ 
dens to be carried in conducting the school, is quite inspiring. Their so- | 
licitetion that we Friends here essist them in their work, has to acer- | 
tein extent been complied with, and William U. John, at their request, 
frequently addresses them on religious subjects....Besides this favor 
deepened their respect. and feeling for Friends, and in consequence a. de- 
sire wes often expressed that ea ministering Friend be invited to hold a 
meeting among them. Joel Borton, in response to the invitation, feeling 
a freedom to be with us on the 25th of Eleventh month, ceme.on agreeably 
to appointment. He attended the school, and at the close of the exercises § 
delivered a discourse on temperance. He then explained our custom of wait- 4g 
ing upon the Lord in silence. At the conclusion of his remarks those pres 4 
ent, including the school and visitors, making a house full, fell into a 3 
thoughtful reverent attitude, quite unusuel emong those unacquainted with | 
our ways." 4 

In the Friends' Intelligencer, Third Month 16, 1907, @leanor Wood, en § 
active worker in Friends' religious services, wrote about "Roering Creek." j 
But it is proper to rectify a.mistake she made in writing the article, by 
noticing thet both her descriptions end the domestic end religious cir- 
cumstences detailed in the paper are distinctly applicable to Bear Gap, 
end not to Roaring Creek. The velley view at the latter named locality 
is scarcely noticeable, and not in the direction of Bear Gep at all. The 
personal visit of the compiler of these historical notes to Roaring Creek 
on April 29, 1932, proved the inaccuracy of the scenic picture as applied 
to Roaring Creek, and Griffith John's account of the Union Sunday School 
at Beer Gap, confirms the error of the history. But this article is well 
worth preservation for its apt association with Bear Gep. 

"Roaring Creek meeting house stands on a hill looking out over one 
of the deep valleys that lies between the mountsin ridges in Columbia 
County, Pennsylvania. On a wintry dey the view across in the direction 
of Bear Gep, seems bere and wild enough to make one look for faces of — 
Indiens to peep out of the brush. The meeting house is a quaint little 
wooden structure set up emong the trees. In days gone by quite a compa- 
ny of Friends used to drive from their fatms to attend this meeting, but 
now there is only one Friends' family left in the imnediete neighbor- 
hood. They are the 'Last of the Mohicans', as one of them ploesantly 
said. But even this little group— a father and two daughters, one of 
whom is awey most of the time since she teaches school over the mount- 


~ 


Ss + re 
=m ¢£ " 
fs 
r es +1 
/ 
: te 
£ 
o - 
es 
oc 
~ 


_—,. 
ua id 


ewob 


a+ < 
i] 

o 

+ 

os 


; 
= 
a 
ro» @& BF Co > © 
go = > 7 < ot 
r . ~ 
~ ad ~ 
i 
: 


7 


300 


ains in a little Dutch community; and an uncle and brother, who is crip- 
pled so that he cannot get about as much ss he would liks, but who has 
made up whet he has been deprived of in some directions by the compsnion- 
ship of the masterpieces of ancient literature, having learned Latin and 
Greek by himself— even this little group are not a despairing group. 
They ere earnest in their belief in Friends' principles and have held a 
meeting every First-day at eleven o'clock, part of the time in their 
homs. But they are anxious to make the meeting house like a place in 

the community life end this winter, at the request of some of the neigh- 
borhood, a Union Sabbsth School has been held in the meeting house. One 
of the Friends is superintendent, and the other two, teechers, but the. 
teechers were chosen by ballot by the classes. The people came into the 
Sabbath school in good numbers and a very warm feeling of frigndliness 
seems to prevail. It rather looks as though the wey might open for 
holding e Friends’ meeting either after or before the Sebbath school as 
some have expressed the belief thet it would help the school. If any 
Friends are neer this neighborhood they would find it e most interest- 
ing place to visit and the people of the neighborhood would come into 
eny meetings. Paxinos on the Shamokin branch of the Reeding is the neer- 
est station. ‘. U. John is the Friend with whom to comiminicate." 

Beer Gap is located on the South Brancn of Roaring Creek, north- 
eest of Shamokin, in the southeastern part of Relpho Township of North- 
umberland County, Pa. In Herbert C. Bell's "History of Northumberland 
County," 1891, is this brief mention of Bear Gep:- "The Society of 
Friends has been represented in Relpho tovmship since its first settle- 
ment, but no local meeting was orgenized until 1840, when, through the 
efforts of Elida and Perry John, a number of Friends residing in-this 
locality end formerly connected with the meetings at Catawissa and Roar- 
ing Creek were separately constituted. A school-house and subsequently 
Krickbaum's mill were used es places of worship until the present brick 
meeting house was erected." (Here is en error of statement for the house 
was not built of bricks.) 

This meeting retained its original neme of Shamokin until 1884. It 
was reported to the Philedelphia Yearly Meeting in the Spring of eos 
thet the name had been chenged to Bear Gap. 

A visit to Beer Gsp Meeting House, April 29, 1932, impressed the 
mind of the compiler of these historical notes strongly with the simple 
sed statement, "The Meeting is forever closed." The shutters were tight- 
ly shut, the doors locked, the steps at their entrance crumbling, while 
the dry westherboards have attracted the insects and busy carpenter 
wasps have worked holes in the knots and corners and still fly about the 
place, the only creatures with life around it. In front, by the roadside 
is a fine large noble oak, a reminiscence, es it were, of the forest end 
the days of the past when the worshipers assembled within the Meeting 
House; but on either side stands the lifeless trunks, with naked branch- 
es, of two chestnut trees that have given up to the ravages of time and 
blight. 

There are other signs of death about, for a step to the right of 
the little grey House leeds to the tiny Buriel Ground, where rest the 
mortal remains of severel members of the John and Thomas families, once 
the upholders of Shamokin Meeting. In the upper part of the little cem- 
etery ere the greves of Perry John, his wife, Rebecca, and others of 
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his close kinship. The headstone of one of theses graves records,- "Perry 
John. Mar. 28, 1815 Sep. 5, 1895 Aged 80 Yrs." Another states,- "Re- 
becca “Jife of Perry John Died 6mo. 3d, 1887, Aged 79 yrs. 4m. & 13d." 
There are but seventeen marked greves in the yard. 

The site of Beer Gep Meeting House is a pretty spot, although some- 
what run wild, for just through the shrubbery is a viste of velley scen- 
ery to the right of the graveyard. But even this is surpassed by the 
cherming view in front of thd Meeting House, where the wide valley is fl 
seen stretching for miles in the distance, 8 pleasing panorama of culti- || 
vated farms and forest covered hillsides. The Friends who selected the 
location of Beer Gep Meeting House chose a most beautiful spot command- 
ing a vast extent of mountain and valley, and those who rest from their 
earthly labors in this little cemetery are in the midst of natural beau- 
ty in the deserted woodland nook on the top of the mountain. However, the 
fiat of fate has reeched this Meeting House, for it has been doomed to 
removal from the spot. There are no Friends living neer it, and only one 
many Williem %. John, in the village of Elysburg, three miles away, who 
hes any interest in its preservation. The compiler of these notes took a 
number of photographs of the House and its environment on April 29, 1932, 
‘presumably the last pictures obtained of the building, for on that date 
directions were given to heve the Meating House demolished. 
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Brier Creek Township in which the Friends' Meeting called Berwick 
wes located, is in the eastern part of Columbia County, Pa., with its 
southern boundary on the Susquehenneh River. Berwick, the town, is situ- 

_ ated on the river close to the border of Luzerne County. Berwick was a 
Preparative Meeting belonging to Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting in Fish- 
ing Creek Half-Yeer Moeting and of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the 
Hicksite branch of the Society of Friends. Regarding the establishment 
of the meeting at Berwick, Hzra Michener, in his "Retrospect of Early 
Quakerism," merely steates:- : 

"In the yeer 1800 the seme authority, (Catawisse Monthly Meeting) 
in like manner, indulged a meeting at the house of Andrew Shiner, on the 
first dey of the week." 

A somewhat more detailed account is given in J. H. Battle' s "Histo- 
ry of Columbia County," 1887, eas follows:- "The various religious bodies 
were early represented in Brier Creek township. The Friends were the 
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first to erect @ house of worship. October 21, 1799, the ground wes. pur- 
chased upon which the brick structure thet succeeded’ it is situated. The 
following entry appears in the minutes of Catawisse monthly meeting, 
November 11, 1800: ‘Friends of Berwick laid before the meeting in a se- 
rious manner, in writing signed by Aquilla Starr, a request for the 
privilege of holding e meeting for divine service on the first dey of 
the week at the eleventh hour.' April 25, 1801, the request wes fevore 
ably considered -but the meeting thus established hes long since been 
discontinued. ven Owen, Josieh Steckhouse, Andrew Shiner, William Rit- 
tenhouse, Joseph Pilkington and Joseph "ck were prominently identified 
with the effeirs of this meeting." 

The same history elso makes note that "A meeting was slso esteblish- 
ed in 1800 at Berwick, which continued with gradually diminishing 
strength until 1865, when it ceased to have an existence." 

However, from the following several reports made to Fhiledelphia Year- 
ly Meeting by Fishing Creek Half Yoer's Meeting, it is shown thet Ber- 
wick reslly continued after 1865, thaueh doubtless in a very week condi- 
tion:= 

In-1850.— "Fishing Creek Half-Yeer Meeting informs, that it has 
been concluded thet Roering Creek Monthly Meeting be held hereafter as 
follows, to wits; At Roaring Creek in the first month, Cetewisse in the 
second month, Berwick in. the third, and Shamokin in the fourth month, and 
ps0 on Biternately.....A Prepesretive Meeting has been established et Ber- 
wick, to be held on the fifth day preceding the Monthly Meeting, et the 
hour that Berwick Meeting is usually held. There has also been @ Prepar- 
ative Meeting established at Shamokin, to be composed of the members com- © 
posing that particular Meeting, to be held on fifth dey preceding the 
Monthly Meeting, at the hour that Shamokin Meeting is usually held." - 

- 1864.— "Meetings reported at Berwick at 7 o'clock on evening of 
the day of their Monthly Meeting in Eleventh Month." 

1866,.— "Fishing oo reported that the Circuler Meeting at Ber- 
wick is changed from 7 o'clock in the evening of por i dey in Eleventh 
month, to the first day following at Ilo'clock." 

1867.— "The time of holding Roaring Creek ane Meeting et Ber- 
wick, in the Eleventh month, hes been changed from the usual time to the 
Seventh-day following, et 2 o'clock P.M." 

166&.— “Fishing Creek reported Berwick Gidcwesk end Preparative 
Meeting have been laid down." 

A visit to Berwick, April 29, 1932, by the compiler of these histor- 
icel- notes, in search of traces of the Quaker setmosphere of a century ago 
proves the quest to be much in the order of searching for the lost needle 
in the stack of hey. Berwick is a fine lerge towm on the Susquehanna 
River, opposi'e the thriving town of Nescopeck. The Friends' Meeting 
House of former years is gone, but its locetion is remembered to have 
been on Second Street et Mulberry, its site being now occupied by the 
hendsome residence of Judge Evens. There is report of there having been 
6 Burial Ground belonging to Friends at Berwick, a very plausible asser- 
tion, for the Meeting existed more than helf ea century, but there now 
geems to be no positive notion of its locetion. There is e large ceme- 
tery e couple of blocks away, on Mulberry Street, which mey probably 
have developed from the eerly burial place of the Friends. On First 
Street, opposite Odd Fellows Hall, is an old freme house that wes erect- 
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ed by Robert Brown, an early settler, evidently a Quaker, which boasts of 
considereble age, one person thought it the oldest building in the town, 
It -has no beauty and ettrects only by reason of its antiquity. The river 
still flows between the picturesque hills at Berwick, just as it did in ° 
the deys of the Quaker pioneers snd yet even it may look very different 
from what it did a hundred years ago. Berwick's first school was opened 
by Isaac Holoway in 1800 in the Friends' Meeting House, and, until 1837, 
this and the Market House were the only buildings used for school pur- 
poses. 

In 6th Mo., 1841, when Serah Hunt, then Serah Underwood, visited Ber- 
wick, she wrote in her journal:- "The meeting here wes very large, not 
more then two-thirds of the people could get in the house. The subject 
of a free gospel ministry was largely dwelt upon, and listened to by an 
attentive audience." And yet, thirty yeers later and Berwick Meeting 
wes practically a meeting of the past. 


PERU EPH El ee 


CATAYISSA. 


Meeting organized about. .cescocsecveelhi ioe 
MEO ULE Azart: ieeraiie iss) eles wie Sralmretnte ele oe kk OUls 
Meeting re-orgenized esc sss tewe vee sell Ole 
Meeting House built. ..eseseunves- vee 
Monthly Meeting established.........-1796. . 
Monthly Meeting leid down........+...1808. 
Merged into Roaring Creek.........---1814. 


Meeting discontinued..... Ri ecelalace eis se 3's KOO .« 
Meeting House re- oo AVOUT e's eles - 1890. 
Meeting finally closed-...c-essaee aie eos 


ThOCE TA Oniete aie ohetel els ch hi anes Pa. , 


HHH KIKKHKKK IN 


Cetawissa's history in the record of Friends' Meetings is unique. It 
is old and its Meeting House, the only one the meeting ever hed, is a log 
structure and still exists. An outline of the early story of Catawissa 
was given by "L. J. Ro" (Louisa J. Roberts) in the Frionds' Intelligencer 
Seventh Mo. 24, 1686:- 

"During a-recent visit to the members of Fishing Creek Half Yearly 
Meeting who reside within the limits of Roering Creek and Bear Gep Meet- 
ings, I came across the minute book used by Catawisse Monthly Meeting 
from the date of the epplicetion for the same, Nleventh month, 1795, Pri- 
or to this a meeting wes held there by the indulgence of Exeter Monthly 
Meeting. Before 1770 the place wes a wilderness. The earliest date given 
to the settlement of Friends is 1787, when the town wes laid out, anda 
beautiful shady knoll selected for the site of the meeting-house, which 
was built the seme yeer. It is of hewn logs, and is surrounded by ample 
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grounds. The house is in good repair, but has had no improvements since 

it was built. The same straight-backed seats, with cushions’ thet: are no 
longer soft or inviting, accommodate the worshipers, and the small win- 
dows suggest that the cold was more to be dreaded then the heat in those 
early times. It may be said to the credit of the new settlement that the 
first consideration after their femilies were provided for was the main- 
tainance of public worship. Friends were concerned to settle near each 
other for this purpose, and thet schools might be opened to meet the ed- 
ucational needs of their children, hence the school-house and the meeting~ 


house usuelly stood within the seme enclosure....Tne spirit of emigration 


soon invaded the meeting. Under date of Tenth month 27, 1804, Thomes 

Hillborn and femily were granted a certificate to Pelham Monthly Meeting, 

Upper Ceneade. One femily efter enother left the neighborhood, some going 

to Ohio and others farther west, and the meeting dwindled awey till there 

were but few left. The Monthly Meeting was laid dovm in 1808, end Muncy 

beceme for a time the Monthly Meeting. Subsequently, (1814), Catawissa 

and Roaring Creek, in conjunction with Berwick, formed a Monthly Meeting." 
In 1853 Philedelphia Yeerly Meeting made a minute to the effect 

thet "Fishing Creek Helf-Year Meeting informs thet Cetawissa Mid-week 


‘Meeting has been leid down," and again in 1856, "Catawisse Particular 


Meeting has been laid down." 

Once again Catawissa's story was told in the Friends' Intelligencer, 
Fourth Mo. 4, 1896, when it was stated:- "In Fishing Creek Helf-Year Meet- 
ing are four meeting houses, but no recorded ministers. Five Friends 
sometimes heave somewhet to communicate. The Half-Year Meeting wes estab- 
lished in 1834 by the detachment of Roaring Creek and Muncy monthly meet- 
ing from Philadelphia Querter. By the minutes of Exeter Monthly Meeting 
we find that Fifth month 31, 1775, request was made in behalf of a few 
Friends residing on Cetawissa Creek, in Northumberland county, for the 
privilege of holding a meeting for worship on First-day, end Joseph Pen-~ 
rose, Sanuel Bmbrese, Samuel Lee, John Hatton, Mordecei Les, and Isaec 
Potts were appointed to visit and sit with them, and report their sense 
of the request. Tenth month 4, they reported in favor of granting it till 
the spring meeting, at which period it wes continued six montns longer 
and so on. In 1796 Catewissa Monthly Meeting wes established, to include 
the members of the several meetings of Roaring Creek, Cetawissa, Fishing 
Creek, end Muncy. The removal of meny of their members prompted the merg- 
ing of Catawissa Monthly Meeting into that of Muncy, in 1807, but in 1514 
Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting was set up, comprised of Roaring Creek and 
Catewisse Preparative Meetings. Berwick Meeting, indulged in 1800, be- 
longed to the last named. 

"Cetawisse meeting-house is built of logs, and is in the town of 
that neme, which is reached by the Philadelphia and Reading railroad. It 
is now used for the monthly meeting in Sixth month, on Third-day before 
the Half-Year's Meeting. This meeting was laid down, but lately © couple 
of Friends, one of them but recently a member, meet there (in the meet- 
ing-house) on First-deys, thus setting an example worthy of imitation in 
other localities where Friends are few in number. Address Mery Ymma Wal- 
ter, Catawissa, Pea." 

This re-opening the closed Meeting House ot Catawisse has led to 
the religious romence of Mary Zmma Yelter's lone attendance, week after 
week and year efter year, in the little log Meeting House of the town of 
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Catewissa on the banks of the Susquehanne River in Columbia County, Pa. 
Arebelle Carter of Philedelphia wrote an account of the circumstance 
for the Philadelphia "North American" in 1909, from which the Friends' 
Intelligencer, Tenth Mo. 30, 1909, reissued the articls, st least in 
substence, seying:- "The article tells us that the house was built of 
logs in 1774. The boerd shutters and window frames fit as closely as do 
those of more recent times. The window in the back of the house is ex- 
actly in the middle, so that half of it is on either side of the parti- 
tion dividing the men from the women. The benches were taken from an 
rerlier house built perhaps as far beck ss 1740. The sheet iron stove 
stands on a brick and mortar foundation.- Soon after moving into the 
neighborhood Mery @mme Walter attended Philadelphia Yearly Meeting and 
there learned that Catawissa Meeting had been closed for twenty yeers; 
when she returned home she felt that it was her duty to open the house 
and hold meeting in it. She secured the key, had the roof mended, the 
grounds cleared of weeds and vines, and has since held meetings all a- 
lone; except for some chance visitor in the house where in eerlier 
deys Hlias Hicks, John Comly and other visiting ministers preached to 
large congregations. Since this renovation notices of ‘trespassing for- 
bidden* edorn the massive oaks within the enclosure, end last winter 
the men of the town nailed a penalty notice on the fence during the ab- 
sence of the meeting's faithful member. Once e& year, in Sixth month, 
Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting is held here. 

"For three summers a non-sectarian men's organization called the 
"Brotherhood' has held weekly meetings in the meeting-house yard on 
First-day afternoons, when the benchés ere carried out of the house. 
This organizetion formerly met in one of the churches, but was requested 
to veceate when liberal discussion of religious matters became a part of 
the proceedings. The attendence et these meetings has grown from 78 to 
200, neerly 300 nemes being now on the roll. Many railroad men are a- 
mong the members, and these erected a footbridge and reiling at the en- 
trance of the yard, by way of showing their appreciation of the privi- 
lege accorded them. The weekly meetings ere attended by prominent men 
from Cetawisse end other points. After the morning meeting is over Mary 

- Emma Walter remains until the four o'clock meéting, and during this in- 
terval she has meny callers, including ministers of various denomina- 
tions, the number in one day often renging from 25 to 50. To quote her - 
own words: 'I talk with hundreds as they come around asking of the way, 
the truth and the life, end if they begin on points of difference we 
get on points of unity before long, end find the gospel is the same no 
matter how we divide in sentiment.'" 

Mary Tmma Walter continued her lone attendance in Cetawissa Meet- 
ing House during the passage of years, end again, on Dec. 10, 1923, en 
article wes published in one of the Philadelphia newspapers, this time 
in the Public Ledger, purporting to be a "Special Telegrem." It read:- 

"Catawissa, Pa., Dec. 9.— A life devoted to the continuance of 
service in the Friends' Meeting House, where for thirty-three years she 
has been the sole worshipper on about forty-five Sundays of cach year, 
is being lived by Miss Mary Emma Walter, now in her eighty-second yeer. 

"Since 1758, (error, should read 1774) 148 years ago, members of 
the Society of Friends have been meeting in the same structure in Cate- | 
wissa, a building to-day preserved in the seme form in which it was built. § 
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"The small log building was the first home of members of the sect 
in Columbia County and is the oldest place of worship between Sunbury 
and Wyoming. It is severely plain in appeerence and the fittings are 

plain and simple. All of the wooden furniture— benchss, one table and 
one desk~- as well as the partitions which separate the men fron the 
women are hand made and have neither neil nor bolt to hold them togeth- 
er. For the most part the fittings are older than the building im which 
they are housed. The building had been erected some years when the Exe- 
ter (Berks County) meeting of the Seciety of Friends granted permission 
to the Catawissa Friends to have their meeting there. The services con- 
tinued until about 1814 when the meeting house was closed and stood a- 
lone and neglected for yeers. This state of neglect was not to be the 
final fate of the historic building, however, for in 1890 there came to 
Cetawissa from Elysburg Miss Walter, a member of the sect, who had de- 
termined to make the care of the old meeting house and the little ceme- 
tery beside it her especial labor of love during the remeinder of her 
deys. Her parents are buried in the little cemetery. She cleared away 
the weeds in the cemetery and cleened the old building of the accumula- 
tion of yesers. She obtained the aid of other residents of the town and 
since then it has been maintsined in a good state of repair. 

"For twenty-five years Miss Walter missed only two Sebbaths in at- 
tending services, but this winter, owing to her advanced age, she plans 
not to venture to the meeting house when the walks ere treacherous and 
the snow deep. Her solem devotion during all those years, her lonely 
worshin in the old mseting house, has made her more revered as the yeers 
have gone by and there is none in Catawissa held in higher esteem nor 
more greatly loved. She was a daughter of John Walter and Hlize Hicks, 
and was born nesr Elysburg September 4, 1841." 

In September, 1929, Mary "mma Walter's 88th birthday was celebrat- 
ed with another newspaner notice. But during the following winter her 
heelth declined and on March 24, 1930, she died in the Bloomsburg Hospi- 

tal. She wes buried in the cemetery by the Cetawissa Meeting House where 
she had worshiped so solitary nearly forty years. 

The following are a few interesting extracts from the minutes of 
Exeter Monthly Meeting copied by Thomas H. Fawcett of Cheyney, Pa-, who, 
in sending the seme to the compiler of these Meeting Sketches, stated:- 
"T hope these extracts may be of some interest to you. It seems to me_ 
thet they indicate the meeting house was not built as early as 1787, — 
though probably very soon efter that. The building of it is not mention- 
ed et ell, and it is first referred to at the time of the establishment 
of Cetawisse Monthly Meeting. I do not know whether the unusual situatior 
mentioned in the minute of 1780 was due to lack of enthusiasm for the 
Revolution or whether it had some connection with the Connecticut cleim 

to the Yyoming Valley. A minute of 6 mo. 25, 1783, may give a clue.to it, 
in which Job Yebb meade acknowledgment for going to the Indiens at Wyo- 
ming ‘to enquire whether they intended to let us remain in our Settle- 
ment or not,’ ‘as it furnished Occasion for the people to mistrust we 
hold e Confederacy with the Indiens.'" 

5 Mo. 31, 1775. “Request being mede to this meeting on behalf of 

e few friends (who reside neer Catewisin-Creek in Northumberland County) 
for the privilege of holding a meeting for worship on the first day of. 
the week; friends teking the seid request into consideration, eppoints 
Joseph Penrose, Semuel “mbree, Semuel Lee, John Hulton, Mordecai Lee % 


tens oft to esedmenm 26 wrmort faut 


leroy bo ete d 


ime ewtod brat youd ’ 
7 t edt fae oonpes aye ntate eleieves et +1 .gnémoyl brs a4 
f +o canored seetetinrt seboow eff to FLA. elqnte bxe stelg 
tt 5 ayng tote trigaag off -ca [fee os “teed ene ag 
} * yiog wey xn “vetidtece aver bag eber brad ets cendw 7: 
ia aif tab io enorddéh? edt tag deom edt tot 18 ei 
a3 LG s1keN EMOT HBTS ed bank pakhbitud of? vheewod eta yey a 


Seca 20 YlOs 


yartacm 


efit te xafitrud bh 


goote bie becols eaw gaucdl goiteea ons node BIBL dvode Litev beonts ’ 
it od of von saw foafgon to cinte aint settegy 401 betoelgen bas each! 
iy etens COBL ab. eipvewon egabbiind ohreteid eit to stat fant? 
: gioee eae te -~ a ,re¢few wait  paudeylS cort seeiwated 4 
J yA i blovedé: te seo eft elem oF benioted 4 
© ainisid 1odal igiseqhe sed th ebieod Ted 4 
: isola Gah Ne RRee B.v4 ait ni beized ets efnoisg teh «eyed 4 
: 
P ; yi r 
eid ‘lo atnabiges ‘tor oie ait bentedde ee setsey To note ; 
tisaet ‘to ‘etate Soon 2 at herteitiew meed- ean Tr sent gonte ; 
: 7 ; ae isdfe® seit -s1sey ev.lt~yinews 10%" 
¢ ote ’ wo -sodiuiw eitt tud ,eestvies pn foser 
: yO"t “ fa 7 tesm eft of arudney oF Son 
gant J -joveh mmefoe ell .qeeb wone emf 
Ps ros ten eat .eouod antteem blo el ni co Ee row 
j i 11 bied: are t enon ei exert ore yo soy sven 
fav’ tiiGt tO vush s eaw off \bovol yitee1g o70m 
Me pRSS , re wdeayls wer miod eaw hue. 
i belt: Aesth e ria ere rvat -OSOL gnedmeddet mi 
rein woifelt att andr [ton receqswen Tetons itiw be 
meet - aard emood [+ 2k Bebboete . Of of , of rowel no One entiseh Atinert 
Hunn Lite spe iteatety et vd wredtemon oft ai boltid eaw ent . fat 
ney yitret vy Cisen yeti ioe Oe hecine1ow bet ete 
"9 setuatm t i edodrdee aniveose?nt wot s eve solwolfo? aft " 
otlw «,8%.,vernyedd ‘lo 3teswst Wi gamer” betqoo yntteel! yid iol tetexd 
he iase ¢F texd unige seget to sellamoo ond oF gimme en2 ant bnew AE" 
w of euser +1 voy of daoteemb enon to od yar etostixe eset? egon EY" 
f ea vyiuse os tiivd ftom mew sows cem odd ofeotbhal yards. tan? 
wkiaem dom si ti to anthifad ea? .tett 1totte nooe yie" vidadorw Ayuolt= 
bnomie ifdad | to emit off fa we hewt]e' ter tovkt eh tt bne , fis Ss ber 


obteutie invauny od satltedw wen fom ob T 


igoonnod. ent Ad ifw mo 


t auto # ovis vom. .f8Vl eS Vom 


«fedt ovad of ebnelst seetwa tad edt oF 


if > © 
ingl tf 4p saw O87 L 
‘bonne anor 


rag 


tfemn oft” 
etdauflod a 


eft waw pail tue gol 
ebfla ed? ei 


a02 ett Ae gaitesw (yin100- edited) tet 


neato bra yvasteres ont nk sheew ent 


Loiriswet yfddrot see twetsd To! 
I> etunbm attowl hexotines 
bad th wodderw vo noftufoven> 


S to efmtm A. .vells¥ aetmoy? ont ier 


oid of antes set snemqbelworsos aban dde” dot cotser me © 
niement eu tet o¢ behnedh vec’ votdornw eriopre OF" Qala 
oy sgeviteim ot efqoeg edt 16 cocenso® bedatrrwt diea” "Gton 10 toda 
? pebhat ald cthiw yooreie Ine) s bio” 
no antteem eid? of eben anbed: Imaupek” .evTt ,f6 olf ¢ ; 
(yteucd bra lredmeuddnol ah Joe to-mketwaged, 299m sh iset rte) abneint wel a@ 
io yao Jtarit. edd no qideyor 203 gatteum » gertifor to sgeliving eff x0? 
rtaiogqa ,noidsiebleaoe otal seeupes Blew elt gxide?. abwetit iaoow oe 

eel taoebioM ynodivuil afotl .set fewmad ,eondmy Louined ,o2omnet agen Ty 


ee) "a fated 


362 


Isaac Potts to Visit & sit with 'em, end report their sense of the request j 
to next or e future monthly meeting." 

7 Mo. 26, 1780. "The Meeting at Cetewissen on the Frontiers (held by 
Permission of this Meeting) hath been lately dropt, some of those who at- 4 
tendec being confined in Prison, and others drove from their Habitetions § 
by the White Inhebitents," 7 

4 Mo. 25, 1787. “Maiden Creek representetives inform that ‘Jillian ‘ 
Hughes of Cottowessey hed proposed to convey a Lott of Ground to Friends | 
for Use of e Burying plece, & other Uses as Friends mey see Occasion; 
Moses Roberts, John Mears, Job Hughes & Thomes Clayton ere appointed to —. 
enquire into the Circumstences of said Lott and if nothing appears to ob- # 
struct, to accept e Deed & Execute a Decleration of Trust for the same 
end report to next Monthly Meeting." 

7 Mo. 25, 1787. "The Meeting being informed sometime ago that 
Friends near’ Cottowessey requested the Liberty of holding ea Meeting 
thereaway, on the First-deys of the Weeks; which having been under Consid-% 
eration of Friends, Semuel Lee, Jemes Iddings, Thomas Wright, Amos Lee, . 
Thomas Lee jur. Isesc Bonsall & Thomas Lightfoot are now eppointed toa 
join a Committee of the Women's Meeting in a Visit to Friends at that 
Place on the Occasion & report their Sense thereof to next or 4 future 
Mtg. 8s way mey open." 

10 Mo. 31, 1787. "le the Committee appointed to visit Friends near t 
Cottowessey respecting their Request for Liberty to hold e Meeting there-% 
away have attended to the Service; and on Consideretion of their Circun- . 
stances and present scattered Situation ere of the Mind it mey be well 
thet they be allowed to hold a Meeting on the First-day of the Week, al- 
ternetely st the House in which Job Hughes now resides near Cottowessey 
& eat the House of Richerd Penrose at Roaring Creek untill the next Gen-. 
eral Spring Meeting and from our present Frospect are united in Senti- 
ment that it will not tend to the Promotion of the Ceuse of Truth, that 
it should continue to be held in different Places longer then the pres- 
ent approaching Winter Seeson, but that Friends may be advised to con- 
sider of some one Place es commodious to the Settlement of Friends 
thereawey as may be." . . ] 

3 Mo. 25, 1789. "There appearing such Difficulties, attendant on the ¥ 
Procurment of e proper & satisfactory Bs for the Lott of Ground at 
Cottowessey proposed for a School house & Burying Ground, that the Meet- | 
ing thinks best not to teke further Trouble about it." i 

3 Mo. 24, 1790. "We of the Committees sometime pest appointed ‘to su- 1 
perintend the Meeting of Cottowessey & Roaring Creek heve met, & after a | 
time of Conference on the Subject, agree to report, That we think it 
right that Friends there be allowed to hold their said Meeting as usual; | 
except that we are united in sentiment that it mey be best, they hereaf- | 
ter meet et some suiteble Place between Susquehenna & Cottowessey, & 
not elternately as heretofore." 

3 Mo. 30, 1791. “Friends at Cottowessey & Roaringcreek request 
Liberty to hold their First dey meetings alternately at Cottowessey & 
Roaring creek; end a Week day meeting at Cottowessey." 

The liberty of holding a Freparative Meeting was asked for by both 
Cetawissa and Roaring Creek on 8th Mo. 28, 1794. The request was granted | 
on 10th Mo. 29, 1794, and established on llth Mo. 26, 1794. Just previ- 
ous to the request for a Preparetive Meeting, the following minute was 
made by Uxeter Monthly Meeting;- 
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"Exeter Nonthly Meeting Held there the 30th Day of the 4th mo. 1794 
The consideration of the request for the establishment of the meeting 
et Cottowefsey & Roaring-Creek Coming before the meeting it is egreed 
to propose to the Quarterly meeting thet a firstday & weekday meeting 
be established at a suiteble time eat each of the aforessid places— and 
it is Directed thet en account thereof be forwarded to the next Quarter- 
ly Meeting in the report thereto " 

In 1932, when the compiler of these notes visited the locality, the 
Catawisea Meeting House appeared in excellent condition. There ere no 
windows st the front (which faces nearly to the south), but there are 
two at each end end one at the back, the last mentioned being divided 
by @ quaint partition with the usual door opening from one room to the 
other. The seats are antique and very primitive in style, some being on- 
ly slabs with inserted foot posts. Of course in its unused condition, the 
Meeting House within looks dark and dusty, but the benches are in good or- 
der, and the chair, possibly used by Mery Emma Walter, is conspicuous in 
front of the stiff upright facing benches. 

Mery "mma Walter's funeral services were conducted in this Meeting 
House and some of the Millville Friends who attended, state they were 
very impressive. A sermon was preached by one of the ministers of Cata- 
wissa (not a Friend or Quaker by profession), and a number of Boy Scouts 
took pert, displaying much dignity in holding an American flag beside the 
casket, transferring it almost imperceptibly from one to enother during 
the entire cerenony. She had long been on very intimate terms with the 
Boy Scouts and they felt a werm regard for her. She was interred in the 
Buriel Ground in front of the old log House, close to the graves of her 
perents, but no memorial stone marks the spot as late as April 29, 1932, 
the day when the compiler of these historic sketches was there. 

The good-sized graveyard is separeted by a long crumbling stone wall 
from the Meeting House Yard, end has many memorial stones beering & vari- 
ety of femily nemes, among which are Ball, Bitler, Boone, Davis, Ellis, 
Geerhart, Groover, Guinn, Herder, Hartmen, Hughes, John, Keiler, Lashell, 
Linvill, Margerum, Mears, Pencoast, Potter and Sharpless. 

Cetawissa Meeting House and its Burial Ground have become something 
in the nature of e Quaker shrine, embodying in the antique log House, the 
surrounding fine lerge trees, the picturesque stone wall and the many age- 
worn memorial merbles of varying height end shape, historic memories and 

secred reminiscences of a Quaker community of early days. 

NOTT. It has been reported that the borough of Ceatawissa has taken 
cherge of the Friends' Meeting House and Cemetery, at least in part for 
the property belongs to Millville Half-Year Meeting, and has given atten- 
tion to the care snd up-keep of the plece. A second visit to the place by 
the writer of this note, July 28, 1926 ,° revealed a change. The air of par- 
tial neglect epparent in 1932 wes entirely gone; the crumbling wall hed 
been neatly repeired, end no misplaced or overturned gravestones were any: 
where seen. Everything was in good condition and the grave of Mary Emna 
Yelter wes marked with 8 modest headstone beering her name with detes of 


birth and death. 
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The Meeting originally called Fishing Creek. 
Meeting organized as early as.......++-1795. 


Meeting established... sce c ee ces seve. ot 799). 

Monthly Meeting established.......+s.. Aa a ae 

Meeting House built......... severe: mn pean. DOLE 

Name changed to Millvillo.....eeseevee LILO. 
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As. the early Friends' Meetings almost universally took their names 
from the townships in which they were located, the neme, "Greenwood", 
shou}d heve been, but never was, applied to Millville Meeting, the only 
ective meeting of Hicksite Friends in Columbia County, Pa., in 1929. Mill- 4% 
ville, the town in which the Meeting House is situated, is on Little Fish- @ 
ing Creek, snd the name of the stream, which at the time the meeting wae 4 
orgenized was also the name of the township, has been applied to the Meset- | 
ing during.much of its existence. as ea Monthly Meeting it was establishhad,.g 
by the name of Muncy, a designation thet wes kept until 1855 when it was ‘ 
altered to Fishing Creek, the name which had been applied to the Prepare- 
tive Meeting since 1799. The following extrects from Monthly Meeting min- 
utes attest to this information:- 

1799.- '"Ye, the committees appointed to teke the subject of dividing 
the Monthly Meeting into view, after having, &c., agree to report, that 
we are united in judgment thet it will tend to the general benefit of 
society among us, thet a new Monthly Meeting be established, to be held j 
at Muncy, to be composed of that Preparative Meeting and Fishing Creek, he. om 
“hich, being deliberetely considered, is concurred with, and directed to 
be laid before the Quarterly Meeting, for the advice and concurrence 
thereof." -(Cetawisse Monthly Meeting.) 

1799.- "The proposal, brought up from Catawissa Monthly Meeting, to 
establish a new Monthly Meeting at Muncy, to be composed of the Prepara- 
tive Meetings of Fishing Creek and Muncy, coming under renewed weighty 
consideration, is united with, end the following Friends appointed to at- 
tend the opening of seid meeting, viz.: Arthur Howell, Semuel Smith, Cad- 4% 
welader Foulke, David Svans, Jemes Jones, Thomas Lee, snd John Scarlet, Jr. 3 

txtrected from the minutes. 
Peter Berker, ‘Clerk at the time.'" 
4th Mo. 18, 1855.- "Muncy Monthly Meeting of Women Friends held at 
Fishing Creek." 
6th Mo. 1855.- "Fishing Creek Monthly Meeting of Women Friends held 
at Millville, &c." -(Fishing Creek Monthly Meeting.) 

1856.- “Fishing Creek reports that the name of ‘Muncy Monthly Meeting' 
has been chenged to 'Fishing Creek Monthly Meeting, held at Millville.'" 
~(Yearly Meeting.) 

1799.- "At a Quarterly Meeting, held in Philadelphia, the 6th of the 
fifth month, 1799, the subject brought up from Cetawissa, concerning the 
establishment of a meeting for worship, and a Preparative Meeting, at 
Fishing Creek, being carefully considered, it is believed it may be sefe 
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Uxtract from the minutes, Jonathan Evans. Clerk." 
-(Catawissa Monthly Meeting.) 
1833.- ‘Ye propose to the consideration of Muncy Friends the estab- 
lishment of a Half-Year Meeting, to be held at Fishing Creek; and to be 
composed of Friends of thet meeting and Roaring Creek," &c. 
-(Roering Creek Monthly Meeting. ) 

"The subject having claimed the attention of the Yearly Meeting, 
through a committes, they reported: 

1834.- "That most of their number have attended said Monthly Meeting, 
end some of them have visited all the particular Meetings constituting 
them, since last year. On deliberate consideration, and with feelings of 
tenderness towards Friends of those meetings, we unite in proposing that 
their request be grented, and the ssid Helf-Yeer Meeting esteblished; et 
present under the care of a committee of the Yearly Meeting, and that it 
be called and known by the neme of Fishing Creek Half-Year Meeting, &c. 

"Which, being read, was united with; and Women's Meeting also uniting 
therewith, a committees was appointed," &c. -(Yearly Meeting.) 

The foregoing extrects are copied from Ezre Micnener's."Retrospect 
of Eerly Quakerism". Michener frequently endeavored to relieve the monot- 
_ony.attached to minutes made by the clerk of a meeting, by substituting 

an "kc." in the place of the names of persons serving on committees, or 
other wording which he deemed of lesser importance to the subject he was 
illustreting. 

One more minute made at a much later date, refers to the last alter- 
ation of the title of the Half-Year Meeting:- 

"12th Mo. 1919.— The name of Fishing Creek Half-Yearly Meeting 
was changed to Half Yearly Meeting of Friends held at Millville, Pa." 

The general outline of the story of Millville Meeting has been relat- 
ed in the "History of Columbia County, Pa.," by J. H. Battle, published 
in 1887:- "Six denominations of Evangelical Christians are represented 
in eleven different church organizations. The Society of Friends is first 
in order:of time. A meeting house was built at Millville in 1795, end the 
indulgence of holding services et this place granted by Exeter (Berks 
County) monthly meeting. At a meeting of a body similarly constituted at 
Cetewissa, Mey 21, 1796, Jesse Haines and Jacob Clayton, on behalf of 
Fishingcreek Friends, requested the continuance of this tndulgence. It 
was grented, and ‘Yilliem @llis, Thomas Hllis end John Hughes were appoint- 
ed to the supervision of affairs at that point. In 1799, at the instance 
of Catawissa Friends, the Philadelphie Quarterly established the Muncy 
monthly meeting, elternate sessions of which were held at Fishingcresk. 
In 1856 the name was chenged to Fishingcreek monthly meeting of Friends, 
held et Millville. In 1832 Roaringcreek Friends suggested to Philadelphia 
yeerly meeting the propriety of establishing a half-yearly meoting at 
Millville. The metter wes referred to a committees consisting of John Foulk, 
Amos Basly, Ruth Pyle and Mery Pike, and on their recommendation Roaring- 
creek and Muncy were united into 'Fishingcreek half-yearly meeting." Octo- 
ber 18, 1834, this body convened for the first time. Thomas G. Rich wes 
eppointed clerk. William Wetson, James Millerd, Jemes Stokes and Benjamin 
Kester were elected delegates to the ensuing yeerly meeting in Philedel- 
phia. In 1845 an effort was made to incorporate Fishingcreek and Centre 
Chester county into Centre yearly meeting, but this was never effected. 
Since 1795 it does not appear thet Fishingcreek Friends heve deviated 
from en established regularity in their appointments for religious serv- 
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ices. These have been attended and supported during this period by suce 
sive generations of the families by whom they were commenced. A record eff 
this character, unbroken for nearly a century, cannot be claimed by any 
other religious organization in the county." 

In the seme county history the story of the educational interests 
of the Friends et Millville is given:- 'With the Quaker settlers of 
Greenwood, schools and churches received an equal degree of attention, | 
One end of their first meeting house was partitioned from tho rest and 
used exclusively for school purposes. In 1798 Hlizabeth Eves instructed 
the children of the vicinity in this room; Jesse Hains end John Shirely 
were among the successors.....If the Friends deserve honorable mention 
in connection with the early schools, much more should their later edu- 
cational efforts recsive favorable comment. In the year 1851-a number of | 
citizens of Millville, influenced by a desire to provide for their chil« 
dren better educationel adventages than the public schools could confor, 
erected a suitable building by their joint efforts end planned an insti+ 
tution known as the Millville High-School. In the following year Willies 
Burgess, @ man of broad culture end liberal views, was called to the 
principalship of the school. Hs opened it in the autumn of 1852 with en 
enrollment of thirty and continued et its heed for twelve years. During © 
this period, although the school as such wes @ complete success, it be- 
came involved to an extent that threetened to result in its permanent 
suspension. To avert this impending denger, the Greenwood Seminary Con- 
pany was orgenized Merch 30, 1861, with a capital stock of five thousand 
dollars. It assumed the liabilities of the former menagement; made ex- 
tensive improvememnts and additions to the buildings, and established 
‘the school on e firm finenciel basis. Professor T. W. Potts, of Chester 
county, took cherge in 1865. July 17, 1866, the property was leased to 
C. W. NYelker. Three yeers leter Yilliam Burgess returned and remained 
until 1872, when hs resigned to eccept an appointment on an Indien res-. 
ervetion tendered him by President Grent. He was succeeded by R. H. 
Whitecre. During the winter of 1874-75 Florence Heacock of Benton, con- 
ducted the school. Mercn 6, 1875, the trustess leased the property to 
the Fishing Cresk monthly an eae of Friends." 

The Friends’ School at Millville was kept meny years efter this, 
but wes finally closed and the building was torn down. 

Greenwood Township wes set off from Fishing Creek Towmship in 1799, 
end the Millville Meeting, heving been established es &n indulged meet- 
ing in 1795, took its neme from the original towmship and reteined it 
until it wes altered to Millville, 1919S. 

Millville Friends' Meeting, known so many years of its more than a. 
century's history es Fishing Creek, built its present Meeting House for 
worship in 1846, with its front fecing the west, at the upper or eastern ¥ 
end of the town; on Main Street. It is e large brick edifice with no a 
date on its walls, unpsinted within, es is the case of the Friends’ i 
Meeting Houses in general, but the soft satin-finish thet time hes giyv- 
en to the woodwork has added more to its beeuty then the finest paint 
could give it. There is no upsteirs gallery in this building, and the 
old-time partition with dividing shutters is yet retained. Such wes HM 
its state when the compiler of these notes visited the locality in A- , 
Pris sles. q 

In front of the Meeting House is a spacious yard sloping gently to 4 
the westwerd with numerous fine trees giving shede to the grounds, one 4g 
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being @ grand old oak, evidently a remnant of the primevel forest, tow- 
ering above its compenions. The members of the Millville Meeting are 

justly proud of their Meeting House and keep it and the premises in the 
cleenest and best of order. At the back of the House is the old Burial 
Ground where Friends of the past interred their dead, usually in rows 
irrespective of kinship, yet keeping femilies together os much as possi- 
ble. There are eighteen unmarked fieldstones, several, it is ssid, being 
placed at greves of Indiens buried there. Not fer from the Meeting House 
ere two graves marked in recent years as the resting places of John Eves 
and his wife, Edith Yestman “ves, the pioneer settlers at Millville and 
ancestors of those of the name of “ves now residing in end about the neigh- 
borhood. The name of Mves is the one most frequently seen in the graveyard; 
others are Hertman, Heacock, Heller, Hunter, John, Kester, Masters, Mus- 
grave, Perker, Pilkington, Reece, Rote, Thomas, Weinman anc Wilson. Be- 
yond the Friends' Buriel Ground is the large Millville Cemetery, in which 
many members of the Meeting who heve purchased femily lots there, heve 
been buried. 

Nearby the Meeting House, on the opposite side of Main Street, is the 
place where the Greenwood Seminery used to stand. The building was demol- 
ighed in 1916 end the Millville Community Hall erected the seme year at 
one corner of the grounds. The fine old trees still shede the grounds es 


they did in yesers gone by. 
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Roaring Creek Friends' Meeting, located near Slabtowm, a village in 
very recent yesrs taking the neme of the Meeting House, in Locust Town- 
ship of Columbia County, Pea., to the south or southeestward of Cetawissa, 
was established by permission of Exeter Monthly Meeting sometime near 
1786. The story of this Meeting has been told concisely in J. H. Battle's 
"History of Columbia County, Pa.," 16887, in the following words:- , 

"The first church-building, as well as the first school-house, wes 
erected by the Quekers. It was built in 1796 on lend adjoining their 
echool-building. The Exeter monthly meeting grented them permission to 
have weekly meetings at least ten yeers previous; subsequently a prepara- 
tive meeting was esteblished, which in 1796 beceme part of Catawissa 
monthly meeting, and was known as the Roaringcreek preperative. In 1802 
Amos Armitage wes eppointed overseer of this meeting in place of Joseph 
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Hempton, who had held the office for some time. December 24, 1803, John 
Hughes and Thomas Linvill were appointed to assist Iseac Wiggins in the 
care end education of certain poor children of deceased Friends. Decem- 
ber 12, 1804, Thomas Penrose succeeded Anos Armitage es overscer...... 

"In 1808 the Rosring creek preparative meeting was attached to Muncy, 
the monthly meeting of Ceteawissa having been discontinued. In 1814, Muncy 
Friends heving first made the request, the quarterly meeting of the soci- 
ety at Philedelphie established the Roeringcreek monthly meeting. This 
wes a virtual re-establishment of the old Catewissa meeting under a new 
name, for it embreced Catawissa, Berwick and Roeringcreek, the original 
territory. Although much reduced in numbers the Friends of the vicinity 
have held reguler meetings in the Rogringcreek meeting-house until a few 
yeers since. For ninety yeers it has beem a place of worship. The quiet of 
the buriel-ground, with its crumbling, moss-grown wall, and the quaint ap- 
peerence of the house itself, suggest thoughts of a people whose peculiar 
religious idees and customs were but the expression of a sincere and un- 
compromising regard for truth end virtue." " 

The Minute Books of Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting are preserved in the @ 
Friends' Historical Library at Swarthmore, Pe. The following is a copy of 
the first and the finel minutes recorded by the Monthly Meeting, end one 
other minute, interesting from its connection with a valued member of She- 
mokin, later Bear Gap, Meeting:- 

“Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting held the 15 Day of the 6th Mo. 1814, a- 
greeebly to the establishment thereof by the Quarterly Meeting.- The fol- 
lowing minutes which relate to the establishment of this Meeting are di- 
rected to be inserted.- ; . 

lst. Muncy Monthly-Meeting 4th mo. 21st 1813; Cattewifse preparative 
meeting in Consideration of their great distance from Monthly meeting and 
tne difficulty in ettending the seme, Requests that a Monthly meeting be 
established among them which is left under consideration till next month.- 

2nd Muncy monthly meeting held at Fishing-Creek 5th mo. 19th 1813. The 
request from Cettawissa preparative meeting for the establishment of a 
monthly meeting within the verge thereof beimg now reviewed in solid con- 
gidersetion it is concluded to appoint a committee to teke the Subject un- 
der consideretion, to which service the following Friends are nemed viz. 
Reuben Lundy, Henry Bettin, Joseph Bettin, Joseph Millerd, Chandlee Eves, 
Jemes Paxson, Jos. VYhitacre, Saml. Carpenter, Jno. Kester end Williem Wat- 
son who ere requested to attend thereto and report to our next Monthly 
Meeting.- " 

(Thet committee's report on 6m. 23, 1813, and further consideration 
on 6th mo. 17, 1813, are also recorded, and: then,-) 

5th Muncy Monthly meeting held at Fishing Creek 3rd mo. 23rd, 1814 
A minute was produced to this meeting from the Quarterly meeting sanct- 
ioning the establishment of a monthly meeting to be held at Roering creek— 
this meeting appoints Chandlee Uves, Abner Mendenhall, Henry Battin, Reu- 
ben Lundy Andw Eves, Aeron Roberts, Jemes Paxson, Saml Carpenter and 
Thomas Wilson to teke the necefsery steps to forward the opening thereof.-' 

"Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting held lst mo. 12th 1845. Perry John open- 
ed in the Meeting a concern thet has rested on his mind, to visit those 
subject to militery duty end some others, within the limits of our Helf 
Year Meeting, wit! which this meeting unites, and he is set at liberty to 
-pursue nig prospects. The clerk is directed to furnish him with ae copy of 
this minute." 
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Last Minute of Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting:- "8mo. At the Monthly 
Meeting of Friends held at Roaring Creek 8-19-1917 It was the judgment 
of this Monthly Meeting that the Five Hundred Dollars in 6ur hands be 
kept & applied to the purpose of caring for our Grave Yerds."' 

Perhaps by reason of its quaintness as well as its interesting his- 
toric features, Roaring Creek Meeting House has had frequent mention end 
attention in the colums of the Friends' Intelligencer. Louise J. Roberts 
é prominent and worthy minister of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, visited 
it in 1886 and wrote:- 

"Roaring Creek meeting is directly south of, and some eight miles dis: 
tant from Catewisse. The house is built of logs and similar to the one at 
Cetawisse, but smaller; it stends in the edge of a fine grove, with the 
mein rosd passing very near. I learned nothing of the origin of this meet: 
ing. In Michener's ‘Retrospect of Quakerism', I find that it wes made a 
Monthly Meeting in 1614, at the request of Muncy and was composed of Cat- 
awisse and Roaring Creek, which were separated so as to constitute two 
Preperatives, with Berwick joined to the former." 

NOTE. Louise J. Roberts:made a misteke in stating the Meeting House 
of Rosring Creek as smeller than that at Catewissa. It is larger. 

Quoting from Dr. Ezre Michener's "Retrospect of Herly Quakerism" we 
find the following references to Rosring Creek Monthly Meeting:- "At a 
Quarterly Meeting, held in Philadelphia, the 7th of second month, 1814, 
in considering the request from Muncy, for establishing a Monthly Meeting 
to be held at Roaring Creek, and the report of the committee appointed 
thereon, the meeting was brought into sympathy with Friends in those re- 
mote parts, and concluded to grent their request, kc. 

uxtracted from the minutes. Israel Morris, Clerk." 
~(Roering Creek Monthly Meeting.) 

In the Friends' Intelligencer, Fourth Month 4, 1896, ten years after 
Louisa J. Roberts's visit, another little note eppeered:- 

"Roaring Creek is ten miles from Cetawissa; a stege runs daily fron 
the letter place to Millgrove, which is about one end a half miles fron 
Ruth Anne Kester's, where the usual meeting is held; but the monthly 
meeting is held in the mesting-house, whicn is one hundred yeérs old this 
yeer." , “ 

Again, fourteen years later, Ninth Month 24, 1910, the Friends' Inte 
ligencer published the following article from the pen of G. Jd. (Griffith 
John.) — "Roaring Creek Reunion. A bright clesr morning, fresh and cool 
dewned on the 27th, the day of our reunion [annually held at Roaring 
Creek Meeting House in Columbia Co., Pa.] But the temperature moderated 
to that degree favorable for end inviting to out-door exertion and travel 
Enjoying nature's genial mood and smiling appearance, we were soon on the 
wey, crossing the intervening hills and valleys, and in due time reacned 
our destination on the grounds fronting the venerable Meeting House. 
Though bearing the unmistekable marks of age, it is well preserved and 
can tell in a mute wey its story of the past. Helped by the agency of re- 
pair, it has breved the snows, chilling blasts, and inclemencies of one 
hundred and fourteen winters. In the early days of the republic before 
Washington hed finished his second term of presidency, Friends csme here 
in considereble numbers to worship, giving promise of the long continu- 
ance of # prosperous mesting. But after the lapse of ten or twelve years, 
this promise upon which sanguine hopes were built, was doomed to disap- 
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pointment. The attraction of better lands end better opportunities in 
Ohio end the Dominion of Canada for securing & livelihood, drew many 
Friends to migrate to these localities. The result wes a heavy blow to 
the meeting. And the influence of Friends declined before the influx 
of Pennsylvenis Germsns who purchased mucn of the property in the Val- 
ley. But amidst discouragement, a brave remnant held on, Keeping to 
the meetings at the Meeting House down to 1860. From that date it being 
impossible to hold the meeting any longer at this place, the interest 
end persevering effort of ea feithful few kept it up at private houses 
until within the lest yeer (1909) when it was discontinued for the time 
being. 

"These wells once echoed to the preaching of Elias Hicks. Then let- §¥j 
er in 1828, John Comly came here on & religious mission and before leaving» a 
the neighborhood visited his relatives, the Hamptons, there being several i” 
femilies beering the name. Now, John Hempton is the only one left. From # 
1848 to. 1878 the visits of ministering Friends were more or less regular 
and frequent." 

In 1915 Fishing Creek reported to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 
"Roaring Creek has discontinued all meetings except once a month, and 
these are held at Roering Creek except in the Sixth month, when they meet 
et Catewissa. The next Sixth month series of meetings will be held the 
26th, 27th and 28th, insteed of the usual time. The change applies to 
the present yeer." 

To reech the Roaring Creek Meeting House from Csatawissa, April 29, 
1932, meant a pleasent ride through valley and over hills for some five 
or six miles, the good improved highways of the present time having very 
much shortened the former distance by carriege of upwerds of eight miles 
as stated by Louisa J. Roberts. Only a matter of possibly a mile beyond 
the little village of Slabtown and more then that before reaching Numid- 
ia, is the old log Meeting House standing silent and unused close to the 
roadside, a ragged grove at the front end to the right of it. Just e peep 
through the trees, or a more open view at the beck of the Burial Ground, 
shows & grand expanse of valley with the mountains beyond. The Meeting 
House faces the south and despite of its being unused, it is epparently’ | 
in a good state of preservation, although it has been misused by a neigh- | 
boring farmer, who, by so doing, roused the indignation of the Millville 
Half-Yeer Meeting. The House looks larger than the Catawissa Meeting 
Houses, has two doors in front between the windows, and windows at each 
end, whereas the older house has none in front. North of the Meeting 
House, and beck of it, is the spacious Roaring Creek Buriel Ground, in- 
closed in part by an iron fence end in part by a good stone wall half- 
way on the west side and a few feet on the north end.It is in good order 
end among the family names seen ara Beaver, Case, Cherrington, Hvans, 
Hempton, Hoaglend, Hughes, Kester, Lee, Tietsworth, Myers, Perry, Swish- 
er and Thomas. Some of thése interred at Roaring Creek were not members 
of Friends' religious meeting, but the periwinkle running wild on the 
bank by the gateway, blooms equally in memory of the Queker and the non- 
member, ond the little tufts of Houstonia, appropriately present their 
little "Quaker Ledies" blossoms here and there within the enclosure, as 
if suggesting the religious sect resting there. 

NOT@. On the occasion of a second visit to Roaring Creek Meeting 
House on July 28, 1936, the compiler of these records gained admission 
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to the interior of the building. There was evidence of repairs being 
made, and the uneven condition of the floor, sunken at the beck under 
the facing benches, showed that repairs were needed. The interior is 
primitive and quaint. Meny of the benches are extremely rude in con- 
struction, having heavy slab planking without backs provided for the 
uncomfortable eaccomnodetion of the congregation; end en odd three-leg- 
ged teble for the clerk on one side of the crude dividing partition, 
wes Only e@ compenion oddity to snothor clerk's table secured to the 
east well by hinges end buttdned upright when not in service. 
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At the time of the "Seperation" in 1827 in the Society of Friends, 


“due to the teechings of Elies [licks, with whom many worse not in unity, all 


the meetings in the isolated districts of Columbia end other counties ly- 
ing between the Horth and “last Branches of the Susquehanna River, were 
constituents of Fhiladelphie Quarter of the Philadelphia Yeerly Meeting. 

A few yeers later, in 1833, those meetings following the Hicksite theory, 
being the Fishing Creek, Catewisse, Rosring Cresk and Berwick Meetings, 
were set apart as Fishing Creek Half-Yeer Meeting and so continued. Muncy 
Monthly Meeting, with its subordinate branches, edhered to the’ Orthodox 
brench of the Society, made'no change, end in 1937 still continues 4 part 
of the Philedelphie Quatter of the Yearly Meeting. Being isolated and geo- 
graphiceélly so neér the Fishing Creek Helf-Year's territory, the four meet- 
ings constitutions Muncy Monthly Meeting, that is, Muncy, Elklends, Green- 
wood end Fine Grove, formerly celled Loyalsock, ere teken into considera-~ 
tion in this section of the present story of: the Yeerly Meeting, on ac- 
count of their locetion and their closely allied historicel cheracter. 
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GLKLANDS. ; ‘ 


Meeting orgenized abouteccessurevesslEO4. 
Meeting established... cceveeseceee -LG04. 
First Meeting House built...s..+...-1805. 
Preperetive Meeting esteblished.....1833. 
Second Meeting House built..........1853. 
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Tlklands, in Sulliven: County, Pe., teking its name from the*town- 
ship of Mlkland, is northward from Loyelsock Creek which is between it 
-and Eagles Mere, eighteen miles distent. It is a Preperetive Meeting 
belonging to Muncy Monthly Meeting in Philadelphie Quarter of Fhiladel- 
phia Yearly Meeting of Orthodox Friends. It was so scheduled in the 
"Book of Meetings", for 1858, 1905 and 1928. In the issue of 1905 the fol- 
lowing remerks ere meade concerning it:- 
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"Glklends, Pennsylvenia. Held on First and Fourth deys at 11 o'- 
clock. Hlklands, neer the northern boundary of Sulliven County, is not 
on the reilroad, but in summer is accessible by carriage eighteen miles 
from Ueglesmere. Write to VW. Y. Warner (in Summer only), or Honry TE. 
Kirk, Beglesmere, for conveyance. 

"The neighborhood is entirely rural; there is no villege, nor oth- 
er plece of worship. Ususlly there is no speaking, end there is no resi- 
dent minister. In the Seccnd end Seventh months Muncy Monthly Meeting is 
held here, the letter usuelly well attended. To call for en appointed 
Meeting there may be a response of from 30 to 50 Friends, several of 
these being young people." 

In 1928 the Muncy Monthly Meeting eats at Elklands in the Seventh 
end Tenth Months, the Second Month's meeting being held at Pennsdale. Al- 
though in 1928 its meetings, both on First and Fourth-days, are amnounc- 43 
6d to convene at the appointed hour (llo'clock) those meetings, especial- § 
ly during the winter seeson, are irreguler. 

Elklands is an old meeting, its present house, located near the 

western bounds of the tovmship of Elkland, not being the first, for it, 
dating possibly from 1859, replaced another which formerly stood in the 
adjoining township of Fox, about two miles further west, near Shunk. The 
follcwing interesting’ conmmunicstion, dated Vheelersville, Pa., 10 Mo. 5, 
° 1930, from Clare M. Wilcox, gives very valuable information:- 

"IT had hoped to see Charles %. Ucroyd of Muncy end learn if any, 
dete was given in the old minutes of the Muncy Monthly Meeting at time 
of our Meeting House was built. No one here knows the date but it must 
have been not far from 1859. Our oldest member wrote out for me a little 
sketch of things she remembered about the Meeting House used before this 
one was built.....Mother found an old minute in regard to the building 
of the schoolhouse on the grounds here and I will enclose copy of this, 
along with certain brief facts in regard to the Meeting House now ees 
by us." 

The following are the enclosed "Items" Sissies by Clare M. Wil- 
COX. 

"My memory takes me back to my childhood days when I went with my 
parents to meeting in a little log house in Fox Township near Shunk. 

The house was heated with fireplace in one end and stove in the other 
end. The door had wooden hinges and oh how it squesked when opened and 
shut: This meeting house was surrounded by the grounds which is the 
resting place of our dear departec ancestors. My dear grendmother, H1- 
len Roberts McCerty, used to walk seven miles to worship in this old 
Meeting House, often carrying a beby in her arms. Her remains and those 
of her husband, Joel McCerty rest in the old cemetery. 

"But time pessed on end a new Meeting House wes built in piklend 
Township near the boundary line of Fox. I am unsble to say how many:’: 
yeers since the present house was built but think between 70 and 75 
years, end is in a good state of preservation. There was a large meet- 
ing at that time end in imagination I yet see the row of plain bomnets 
in the gallery and severesl broad brim hats on the other side of the di- 
viding partition. But alas our once large gethering has dwindled to a 
few members end not a plain bonnet to be seen. A new cemetery has also 
teken the place of the old one and is elresdy becoming thickly peopled." 
.-(As given by Blizabeth M. Heess.) 
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"As Ellen Roberts MecCerty wes a minister in the first Meeting House 
so her daughter, Sareh Schill, was in the new one until she was teken 
from our midst. Since her deeth there has been no ecknowledged minister 
in our membership. 

"Minute.— ‘At T1lkland Preparative Meeting held 8th Mo. 16th, 1865. 
The Friends nominated.et last meeting to propose the names of persons for 
ea Committee to have charge of a school to be under the care of Elklend 
Preperative Meeting of Friends, offered the following némes, viz: Aaron 
McCarty, Mertha McCarty, Sereh Schill, Caroline Bleckburn, Mery E. Wil- 
cox, Eleanor J. Bettin, Semuel Bettin, end Reubén Battin, who were e- 
greed to by this Meeting end they are sccordingly appointed to the ser- 
vice. Taken from the Minutes, Abel H. Bleckburn, Clerk for the day." 

"The schoolhouse wes built during the next year—— total expense of 
house end outbuildings $738.41. Abel Blackburn was the first teecher end 
wes,considered the best in the country. The school was discontinued after 
1902-02 end the building leter sold. 

"During the lest few years the sheds hsve been re-roofed, e new iron 
fence pleced around the burying ground, 8 cememt porch ell ecross the 
front of the Meeting House, end we now heve a librery in one side which we 
seldom need since the Meeting is so much smeller. The Meeting House is 
painted white inside end out." ; 

Bowden's "History of the Society of Friends" stetes "Meetings were es- 
teblished about 1790, on branches of the Susquehanna at Cateawissa, Muncy, 
and Elklends, and some years efter at Stroudsburg, near the Delawere. " 

The Meeting House of Elklends was built fecing northeast, the south- 
east end (heving no window) being towerds the road that extends from Lin- 
coln Fells to Shunk. The situation is a fine one. In front is a goodly- 
sized open lawn, at the upper end of which the school-house once stood, 6 
few trees on it giving snade to out-door lunches that sometimes are held 
on special occasions. The neatly kept Burial Ground, wherein every memor- 
iel is @ granite stone, is at a little distance further back from the Meet- 
ing House. The wegon-sheds ere at the north-west end of the Meeting House 
with no space intervening between them. The House is e freme structure pre- 
senting an old-feshioned Quaker interior, divided in two departments by a 
partition having upright sliding shutters on one side of the door end 4 
single shutter on the other side opening laterelly as e window shutter does, 
between the ministers' galleries. 

It was a bright warm dey, July 26, 1936, when the writer of this note, 
in compeny with Joseph R. end Hlizabeth R. Lippincott of Riverton, N.J., at: 
tended the First-dey meeting at Elklends. The gathering was 8 small one, 
numbering but a score of individuels, with no one occupying the facing 
benches, where, in past times, ministers and elders used to sit. 

A leter communicetion deted 7/21/1936, from Clara M. Wilcox, gives the 
following information:- "I have looked in the old papers we heve end find 
thet the date the Muncy Mo. Mtg. appointed a committes to have oversight 
of the building of our meeting house was 1-21-1653. We think the minutes 
of thet date or e little leter might state when the building was built, but 
if thet yeer es we suppose the building is 83 years old." 

Two miles beyond Elklands on the seme public road end on the eastern 
limits of the villese of Shunk, is the site of the Meeting House that was 
the predecessor of the present House. It stood neer the roed et one corner 
of the greveyard, neerly opposite the small church which now stands on the 
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other side of the highway. The graveyard where so many of the earlier 
members of @lklands were buried, is on a hillside sléping towerds the 
villege, end is much overgrown with ea deep covering of vines end un- 
mown gress which hide many of. the memorial stones. However, one little 
monument reeches high above the grass, bearing the following inscript- 
ion:- "John Sevelon Minerd grandson of Perus & Anns Williems Jan. 11, 
1851 May 2, 1851." It is the most conspicuous marker in the cemetery, 
excepting only the handsome large shade tree not far from that grave. 
The Meeting House that stood by this Buriel Ground is the log-house to 
which Elizabeth M. Heess referred in the letter above quoted. 


) 


HE KK HK KKH KKK AHIR K HK 
Some supplementary information about @lklands. 


First Meeting House built....1805. 
Second Meeting House built...1853. 


Clare M. Wilcox, a member of Elklands Meeting, living near the 
Meeting House, supplied the following notes and valuable data concern- 
ing the Meeting and its Meeting House. On 8 Mo. 30, 1936, she wrote:~- 


"Some of the nemes on stones in our cemetery neer the Meeting House | 


are Snell, McCerty, Brackman, Bettin, Schill (Sereh McCarty Schill was 
a minister end deughter of the minister, Hllen Roberts McCarty.) My 
father and en uncle of mine are the only Wilcox names thoere........J 
went to enclose a tiny picture I have of our Meeting House taken by a 
friend of mine. For a small picture I think this is attractive. By the 
wey we have just hed it painted two coats of paint- a very good job. 
We hed two Painters from Centon, and we boerded them. I felt it was a 
good deal for me to be responsible for along with other things just be- 
fore leeving,'" (Clera M. Wilcox was about teking new work at Quaker 
Bridge, N.Y.) “but we are gled I went aheed and started it. It looks 
beautiful there, and is all mowed around the building end cemetery. We 
shall feel happy efter we are away to think that much is at least in. 
good condition........I am copying off a few notes copied from some old 
minutes of our Monthly Meeting, from a book borrowed from the vault at 
Arch St." 

The following are the notes sent. 

"lklends Preparative Meeting cfficially established 12th Mo. 8, 
1833. 
"5/23/1804. A request from the Friends of the new settlement in q 
the Beechwoods, called the Elklands was produced expressive of their de- j 
sire of being privileged to hold a meeting for divine worship on _ the 
first day of each week at the house of Jesse Haines, until a house is 
‘prepared for the purpose.’ The meeting fully uniting with the request, 
it is directed to be opened accordingly, on the first day preceeding 
our next Monthly Meeting end to be continued for six months...... 

"] Mo. 23, 1805. Jesse Haines states that Jemes Hcroyd proposes 
granting a lott of land in the Elklands settlement, for the use of 
Friends there to build a meeting house on and requests that trustees . 
mey be appointed by this meeting to hold the same in trust,for the a- 
foresaid purposes, to this the meeting agrees end appoints Jesse Haines, 
Jacob Cleyton and Renjamin Werner Jr. to thet service......Report of 
holding the meeting at Joseph Hoaglands and Joal McCarty's once in three | 
weeks at the latter place. 
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"2 Mo..22, 1826. Request being made for the privilege of holding special 
meeting a special meeting in Elklands in the House formerly built for 
thet purpose on the 5th of 4th Mo. next, with a view to the accommoda- 
tion of Asron McCarty end Elizabeth Pardose in accomplishing their marriage 
oee+-(May refer to the first meeting house built about 1805).... 

Clere M. Wilcox further adds:- "Old deed deted 4mo. 26th, 1831 just 
bro't to me by Andrew Bettin of Elmira I belieys covers the Shunk proper- 
ty. I expect to send ell of the old deeds IT have now in my possession to 
Friends Fiduciary Corporation soon." 

"ll Mo. 22, 1826. The meeting is informed that the friends comprising 
the indulged meeting at Wlklaends ere prepared to obtain a title for the 
lot of ground on which their meeting house stands. (We wonder if this 
does not refer to the meeting property et Shunk.)" 

The second Meeting House at @lklends, the present building, was erect- 
ed in 1853 and is ebout two miles from and to the eastward of the first 
house built presumably in 1305. The following copy of an Indenture never 
executed (on account of the death of Thomas McCarty, the grantor) and oth- 
er ststistics concerning the game subject, was also supplied by Clera NM. 
Wilcox. 

"This Indenture Made A.D. Eighteen hundred and fifty-six between 
Thomas McCerty end Chloe Gemima his wife of Elkland Township Sulliven 
County State of Pennsylvania of the first part. Joseph Masters of Columbia 
County, Aéron McCarty of @lkland Township Sullivan County, Anthony Kilmer 
and Henry Bettin of Fox Township, Sulliven County Trustees, ell of the 
State avoresaid of the second part— Witnesseth that the said party of: 
the first part for end in consideration of the sum of two dollars to him 
in hand paid by the party of the sscond part Hath grantec bargained sold 
pliened enfeoffed releesed and by these presents doth grent, bargain sell 
aliened enfeoffed release unto the second party ell that piece or parcel 
of land situsted in Zlkland Township Sullivan County state eforesaid be- 
ing part of s trect surveyed in the name of William Comly. Beginning at 
a post by the publick Road adjoining lend of Isaac Hoaglend thence south 
sixty two degrees East elong said road sixteen perches to e post thence 
north twenty eight degrees east fifteen perches to a post thence north 
sixteen degrees west sixteen perches to a post thence south twenty sight 
- degrees west by lend of Iseac Hoeglend fifteen perches to the place of 
beginning containing. One and a half acres be the same more or less. Al- 
s0 all the estate right title interest claim end demend whatsoaver of 
them the seid Thomas McCarty end Chloe Jemima his wife in law or equity— 
Unto the said Trustees and their successors for the use of the Society 
of Friends. "fe the party of the first part bind ourselves our heirs ex- 
ecutors edministrators and assigns. Unto the party of the first (2?) part 
and their assigns for ever. 

"By reference to the original deed dated the twentieth dey of the 
fifth month A.D. eighteen hundred and forty seven. recorded in Lycoming 
County the office for recording Deeds in and for the said County in Deed 
Book E &. Page 644, the thirtieth day of eighth month A.D. eighteen hun- 
dred end forty seven it will more fully and larger fppear. 

"In witness whereof the seid parties to these presents have hereunto 
set their hends and seals the day end year above written. 
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Seeled end delivered Seal 
in the presence of 


Received on the dey of the date of the 
above written Indenture, of the above 
named Thomes McCarty the sum of two 
dollars in full of the consideration 
money for'the ebove granted premises. 


"Elklend 11 Mo. the 7th 1863 
The undersigned the widow of the seid Thomes McCarty hereby certi- 
fies thet the foregoing stetement is correct in all respects end thet 
she wes essentinn and agreeing to the seid intention ot her husbend and 
would have signed the within deed if her husband hed executed it. and 
she hopes that her children when of legel ege will meke and execute a 
Deed for seid lot end house to such Trustees es Muncy Monthly Meeting 
mey eppoint. 
(Signed) Chloe J. McCarty 
Witmess : 
Waid. Bidwed eye" 


"In the year 1852 Tlkland Prepsrative Meeting informed Muncy monthly ¥ 
meeting thet they had concluded to build e new meeting house, and appoint= 
ed Aeron McCarty, Henry Bettin end Andrew Kilmer to héve the c&re end ov- 
ersignt of building said house, Muncy Monthly Meeting epproved and united %& 
with the conclusion end appointed 6 committee to bring forward the names 9 
of suitable Friends to act es trustees for ssid meeting house and proper- 
ty es will eppeer by a minute of said Monthly Meeting of 1st month 2lst 
1853. In the seid mo. of seid year that committee proposed and the meet- 
ing appointed Anthony Kilmer, Agron McCerty end Henry Battin of Ulkland 
and Joseph Mesters of Greenwood trustees to receive the Deed for said 
property es erpears. by NETS of Sth mo. 24th’ of seid year. Biklend Pre-' 
peretive Mesting ceme te the conclusion above stated with the distinct ‘uns’ q 
derstanding end egreement with’ Thomas MdCerty’e member of thet tweeting a 
end the grantor named in the within Deed; that if they would build said 
meet sng neLsS (O63 ate land (HeccEeNes abe aha he woes fy AG such 


voy ence si eee In peeoriene with A Maple catenins the within Deed : 
wes prepered but from various cauaés was not executed,. principally from 
Thomas's indisposition which resulted in his’death not long after its 
preparetion. He heving died without 9s will the title to said land 1s 
vested by-lew in his three children, viz: Frederic, Lucetta end Martha 
McCarty.— 
"Now we the undersigned being well acquainted with the promise and 

intention of said Thomas McCarty to convey the said lot of land, as here- 
in described and the circumstances which prevented the execution of it, 
heve had this statement prepared in order that hig said children when 
they respectively come to legal age may execute to said Trustees or 
such others as \iuncy monthly meeting may appoint, a conveyance of seid 

lot and thus cerry out the intentions of their parent. 
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Jesse McCarty 


Witness present ahh Marthe X (her) McCarty 
at signing (Merk ) 
Joseph Snell Joseph McCerty 


a en a te A 


With the original document is a chart of the grounds, enother peper 
giving description of e later survey and deeds as follows: 


Chloe Jemima McCarty Frederick McCerty and wife 
to to Trustees of 
Abel H Blseckburn Society of Friends 
Reuben Bettin Frederick McCerty to Joseph 
t 
» Joseph MecCerty ee ae McCerty anc Abel McCerty 
Joseph Snell et. Ble 9/27/66. 


Anton Kilmer, of Tyrone, Schuyler Co., N.Y., the only surviving Trus- 
tee, mentioned in the deed of conveyance, given by Jossph Hoagland, to 
Aeron MeCerty, Anthony Kilmer end John Hoagland Jr. Trustees of first 
pert and Joseph McCarty, Abel McCerty, Reuben Pettin end George Schill 
the parties of the second part March 21st, 1878." 


Fron the Meeting records kept in the vault at Third and Arch Sts., 
Philadelphia, the following minute wes copied from Muncy Monthly Meeting. 
It records the ection of the Meeting in regard to the esteblishment of a 
Prepéretive Meeting at @lklands:- 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held at Fishingcreek 9th Mo 18th 1833 a 
communicetion wes received from Tlklend dated 9th Mo 16th 1833 and sign- 
ed by most of the Members composing the indulged meeting at that plece 
requesting the esteblishment of e Meeting for Worship on firstdeys en 
also one near the middle of the Week and for Discipline— the one on 
first déys to be opened on. the 8th day of 12th mo next-—- the ons for Di- 
cipline — the one on the fourth day preceding Muncy Monthly Meeting and 
to be celled Blklend Preparetive meeting— end the one: for Worshin near 
the middle of the eek to be oyened on the seme day thet the Meeting for 
Disiplin is held which claiming the solid deliberetion of this meeting 
we unite with and the Clerk is directed to forward a Copy of the forego- 
ing minute to the ensuing querterly meeting o1 friends to be held in Fhil- 
ede for its consideretion " 
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GREENWOOD. 


Meeting orgenized about.cccrseere sees L820. 
Orthodox Meeting discontinued........1&31. 
Crthodox Meeting re-orgenized...++.-++.1é33. 
Orthodox Meeting esteblished..........1l&34. 
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Orthodox Mesting House built......1836. 
Preperetive Meeting esteblished...1836. 
Hicksite Meeting laid dowm........1838. 
RWCetsOn Nea. -sleitew es esl tvil be.ePe. 


KK HREHKIRAK HH 


During the last deys of: April, 1932, the compiler of these notes 
visited the Quaker locelities in Columbia County, Pa., 6nd while in 
Millville, on the 28th of the same month wes taken by Clemuel R. Henrie, 
e citizen of that town, to the Greenwood Friends' Meeting House, less 
then two miles out of Nillville to the eastward. The little frame Meet- 
ing House of Orthodox Friends wee built facing the south and consequent- 
ly has its back to the rosd. Open to the sun-light, in its sober gray 
end white coloring, it sets a little away from the peeceful little Bur- 
iel Grounc, wherein twenty-six graves, nine of which have unlettered 
fieldstones tc designate the resting places of the deed, ere grouped 
within the shede of four noble pine trees. There sre a few more treas 
on the Meeting House grounds, but only one is near the House. Among the 

-grevestones is:a tall brown stone indicating the greve of Joel Parker 
who died 9th Mo. 26, 1849 aged 33 years. 

The Meeting House is evidently quite old, for the woodwork seen in 
the dividing pertition and the benches, hes grown soft and setin-like 
in @ppearence, a sure indication of age. Still thore ig no date on the 
building, snd the present members, & small congregation in 1932, do not 
know when the Meeting House was built. 

Hoping to obtein some additionel informetion concerning Greenwood 
Meeting, the compihker of these notes wrote to Clemuel R. Henrie in Nov- 
ember, 1937. A response to the communicetion, written by his wife's sis- 
ter; Feb. 7, 1932, contained the following information:- "All Fall my 
brother-in-law, Clemuel R. Henrie, seemed in feiling heelth....he had 
been having a cold but had kept up. On Dec. 30th he suffered an embolism 
end on Jan. 13th passed awey.....-It is not from leck of interest that 
Clem did not enswer thy questions. His death leaves only two members in 
our town who belong to the Greenwood Meeting. Not only the Meeting but 
the community will miss him. Sincerely, Myra M. Eves." 

By these tidings it is observed that Greenvood Meeting in 1938 is 
very small. Thirty yeers previously it was not large, as this announce- | 
ment in the "Book of Meetings" of Arch Street Friends in 1906 indicatest- | 

"Held on First and Fifth deys at 10 o'clock. Greenwood is not on the 
reilroed, but is about one and one-helf miles out of Millville, Columbia 
County. To reach Millville take trein on the short lines out of Wateon- 
town, north of Sunbury. Or, teke stage from Bloomsburg on Reading RR.» 
about thirteen miles. There is a prospect of a trolley connection be-. 
tween: Bloomsburg and Millville. Thore is also a large old Meeting House 
in Millville belonging to Rece Street Friends. The population ebout 
Greenwood is scent, end the members of the Meeting are scattered. There 
is no minister." 

Judged by the size of the Meeting House, the Greenwood Meeting, even 
in its most prosperous dsys, wes never very large, yet it has hed e hold- 
ing in the Society of Friends for more than a century, the length of its 
history provirig the sturdy and continued interest of its members. It was 
orgenized as an indulged meeting as early as 1820, seven yeers previous 


+ 


™ 
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to the unfortunete Separetion of 1827. It made an unsuccessful effort 

to become & Preparative Meeting in 1824, and beceme divided in 1827, 

end in 1628 into two still more limited groups. The Separetion was in- 
deed regretful among the Friends in Columbia end Lycoming Counties. 

The Orthodox brench et Greenwood was discontinued in 1831 but revived 

in 1833 and soon became prosperous, wes established es a meeting for 
worship by Muncy Monthly Meeting in 1834, built its Meeting House in 1836 
end was granted e Prepsrative Meeting the same year. During the same pe- 
riod the Hicksite part of Greenwood, already wesk, grew weaker end wes 
permanently laid down in 1838. 

In treating of the Greenwood Meeting, the "History of Columbia 
County" by J. H. Bettle, 1887, evidently from lack of definite meater- 
ial, barely mentioned this Meeting as en independent organization, and 
simply geve the following general informetion of the Society of Friends:- 

"In 1795 8 meeting was established in Greenwood (Millville),: and 
e yeer leter in Locust. In 1814 a monthly meeting was established at the 
latter place (Roaring Cresk) enc is still continued (1887). A meeting 
wes also established in 1800 at Berwick, which continued with greduelly 
diminishing strength until about 1865, when it ceased to have an exist- 
ence. The Society of Friends was more firmly established, however, in 
Greenwood, where there are now two well supported meetings." 

Greenwood Township was set off from Fishing Creek Township in 1799, 
but the Millville Meeting, having been established in 1795, continued to 
retain its old neme of Fishing Creek, whereas the later subordinate meet- 
ing orgenized in 1820, or thereabouts, adopted the name of the new town- 
ship and wes called Greenwood. 

The Separation of 1827 emong the Friends in Columbia end Lycoming 
Counties was very unequal. At Fishing Creek the Hicksites were in the 
majority, while in Muncy they were‘in a very small minority. Muncy Hick- 
site Meeting soon became extinct, while the Orthodox at Fishing Creek 
beceme sonn merged into the Greenwood Meeting. In 1938 the minute books 
of the Hicksite Meeting of Muncy are preserved in the Friends’ Histori- 
cal Library at Swerthmore, Pa., end the eerly books of the Orthodox 
Meeting of Muncy from 1819 to 1870 ere in the vault at Third and Arch 
Streets. By an examination of those records a very satisfactory out- 
line of the history of Greenwood Meeting has been obtained. From the 
minute bocks at Arch Street the following is deribed:- 

"Muncy Monthly Meeting held at Fishing Creek 9th Mo 20th 1820 The 
Frds of Greenwood indulged meeting request the continuence thereof the 
committee having the care of the seme reporting they have attended end © 
believed the continuance would be beneficial to them, this meeting u- 
niting therewith, continues the seme till the time of the next yearly 
meeting under the care of the same frds " 

“"funcy Monthly Meeting held at Fishing Creek, 5th mo 2lst 1823 
The Friends of Greenwood requesting the continuance of their indulged 
meeting the same obtained the solid consideration of Frds who feel 
easy to grent the continuance of the seme till this time next year, 
David Masters, John Kester, John ‘Yelton, Henry Battin & Chendlee 
Eves are eppointed to the cere thereof and to report as the occasion 
may require." 

"uney monthly Meeting held at Fishing Creek 5th month 19th 1824 
The Friends of Greenwood request the continuence of their indulged 
meeting for the usual time-—— which on consideration the Meeting 
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‘grents under the care of the following friends viz ‘Jill™ Mether, Da- 
vic Masters, "zra ves % Semuel Packer— who are to report &s the oc- 
casion may require — they further request the esteblishnent of their 
Meeting end the privilege of holding a preparative meeting, this meet- 
ing teking that pert of the request elso into solid consideretion ap- 
points the following friends viz Thos Yilson, Will” vatson Jacob 
Hrines & Joseph ‘fhitaker to visit that Meeting end renort their view 
of their situation end fitnefs *% our next Mo Meeting — " 

"Muncy Monthly Meeting held 6th mo 23rd 1824 The Friends appoint- 
ed to visit Greenwood Meeting on the subject of their request as min- 
utes last month report they attended to the appointment & had a satis- 
fectory opportunity with them — and were of the opinion it would be 
right to leave them et liberty to prepere a suitable building but were 
also united in believing it would be most sefe thet the mesting be con- 
tinuec under the csra of the Monthly Meetings comaittes for the pres- 
ent — the Meeting in consideration of sd subject & report unites with 

‘the view of the Committee — ' And go the indulgence continued and 
wes renewed on Sth Mo. 18th, 1825, end again on 6th Mo. 23, 1830; still 
enother year wes grented to Greenwood. 

"At Muncy Mo-Meeting held 6mo 22nd 1831 — As the time of hold- 
ing the indulg'd meeting for worship in the neighbourhood of Greenwood 
hes expired, end no request been mad for the renewel thereof. the priv- 
ilege of holding e Religious meeting of friends there cannot be longer 
extended by this meeting — It is the united Judgment of this meeting : 
that it be regularly laid down and Abner Mendenhall is appointed to in- 4 
form friends thereof — " a 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held 4th Mo 17th 1833 One of the Friends 4 
from the Neighborhood of Greenwood inform that in eccordence with a Min- ¥Y 
ute of last month they have held a meeting for Worship in the House of 
Josish Heacock on first day mornings since the 3let of third Month last." j 

"At muncy monthly meeting held at Fishingcreek 3d mo 19th 1834 The 4 
Committees appointed end continued to confer with Friends of Fishingcreek 
and Greenwood on the subject of their present situetion. Report, that 
they attended to the appointment and hed en opportunity with Friends of 
each neighbourhood togeather to e good degree of Satisfaetion en thet 
Friends es in the Neighbourhood of Greenwood requested the establishment 
- of a meetins for Worship on Firstdays as also one near the middle of the 
leek to be held at the House occupied by them untill they can procure a 
House for thet purpose and they were unitedly of the belief that it 
would tend most to the benefit of Society to grant their request. This 
meeting upon tekeing the Subject into consideration with the report of 
the Committee feel easy to grant their request and direct a Copy of the 
foregoing minute to be forwarded to the ensuing querterly meeting of 
Friends to be held in Philadelphia for its consideration — the Meeting 
on firstday to be opened on the last first day in the 6th mo next and the 
one near the middle of the week on the fourth day following each to be 
held at the llth hour " 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held 8th mo 20th 1834 From a minute of 
our lete quarterly meeting it eppeers that they unite with the judge- 
ment of this meeting in the establishment of the meetings for worship 
et Greenwood this meeting therefore eppoints Jecob Haines Devid Mas- 

_ ters Andrew ives & ‘John “learner to sttend the opening sitting there- 
of the one. on first dey to be opened on the first first day in the 
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ninth month next ensuing end the one near the middle of the week on 
the fourth dey following to be held at the House now occupied by 
Friends and at the usual Hour end to be called Greenwood meeting " 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held at Fishingcreak 9th month 17th 
1824 The Committee appointed to attend at the opening snd setting of 
the meeting for worship et Greenwood. Report they attended the opening 
and sitting thersof on first day agreeably to appointment but as the 
fourth dey following wes on the seme week on which Fishingcreek Pre- 
paretive Meeting wes held the meeting to be held at that time has not 
yet been opened. This mseting therefore directs that the meeting for 
worship to be-held near the middle of the week be opened on fourth day 
next — " 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held 12th mo 23d 1835 Fishingcreok 
Preperetive Meeting informs that tekeing into consideration the Smell- 
nefs of their numbers and the apparent weeknefs of the two particuler 
meetings of which it is composed, namely Fishingcreek and Greenwood, 
end efter Solid end deliberate conference being had with most of the 
members on the Subject have united in the belief thet it would be for 
the benefit of eech meeting vs well as society at large for them to be 


attached togeather —- and constitute but one meeting and in pursuance 


of the above consideration they have selected and purchased a lot of 
ground on which to build e Meeting House it being as nearby centrel 
between the two neighborhoods they believe as practicable end request 

of this meeting to anpoint trustees to receive the title for said Lot— © 
the Meeting upon teking the subject into solid deliberation are united 


_ therewith and epnvoint Devid Mesters Thomas C Mendenhall to receive the 
‘title in trust for the use end benefit of +ht+e the menbers of Society of 


Friends comprising this Monthly Meeting " 

At the next Monthly Meeting it wes ordered thet a copy of the min-~ 
ute should bs sent to the Quarterly Meeting for approval. | 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held 2d mo 17th 1836. From the following 
minute it appears that the Quarterly Meeting of Friends of Philedelphia 
concur with the judgment of this meeting in the propriety of uniting 
the Pwo meetings of Fishingcreek & Greenwood so as to compose but one 
meeting to be held in & House now about to be erected far that purpose 


in a situation neerly centrel betweon the places where those meetings 


heve formerly been held. and further have approprieted the Sun of two 
hundred dollars in aid of Seid tuilding end as our Representative in- 
forms that the ebove sum hes been forwarded by them. this meeting di- 
rects him to pay it into the hands of Andrew Eves & Thomas Mendenhall . 
for the use of seid building — " 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held 8th Mo 24th 1836 Fishingcreek 
Prepsretive Meeting informs thet the Meeting House directed to be 
built by a former minute of this meeting is now erected and Friends 
of thet neichborhood end Greenwood requesting the liberty of holding 
a meeting for worship on the first day of the week next ensuing -- 
this meeting upon due deliberstion unites in granting their request 
end directs it to be held there sccordingly — " 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held at Fishingcreek 9th mo 20th 1836 
Fichingcreek Frepsrative meeting informs thet in pursuance of & re- 
quest formermerly mede by their meeting to this Monthly Meeting re- 
specting the uniting of the two meetings Fishingeree: and Greenwood 
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building a Meeting House &C. We would Submit that the House es there« 
in contempleted being built is now furnished end ready to be occupied 
es e leeting House for Yorship and Discipline. we do therefore desire 
thet the meeting may be’ known by the neme of Greenwood Meeting for 
worship — and thet it may be heresfter helé in Baic House on the 
first end fifth deys of every “leek, except the week on which the Month- 
ly Meeting is held — end we do tlsovréquest that. Fishingcreek Prepar- 
etive Meeting “anc Muncy. Monthly “Meeting may be held in Seid House on © 
the same time of the Week end Month as heretofore This Meeting upon 
dus deliberstion feel essy to grent the former pert of the request, to 
Wit, the holding of the meetings for Worship on the first and fifth 
days of every week except the Week on which the Monthly Meeting is 
held, es also the holding of the Preperative Meeting in Saic House — 
and in the reletion to the removel of the Monthly Meeting it is di- 
rected to be left for further consideration at our next meeting " 

The proposition left for future consideration was later, on 12th 
Mo. 21, 1836, edopted. The first recorded minute of the Monthly Meet- 
ing, when held at Greenwood was on 7th Mo. 19th, 1837. 

From the Minute Book of Muncy Monthly Meeting found at Swarthmore, 
the following information relating to the Hicksite Meeting at Green- 
wood was obteinedc:- 

"St Muncey Monthly Meeting of Friends held sat Fishing Creek 7mo 
19. 1831- The subject of the meeting at Greenwood, being now consider- 
ed, we unite in grenting their request for one year, in the usual men- 
ner under the cere of Ezre Eves, Thomes Wilson, John G. Rich, Wm. Meth- 
er, Samuel Kester, Ym. Watson and George Webb." 

"At Wuricey Monthly Meeting of Friends held at Fishing Creek 10mo, 
23a 1632 The time for which a meeting was grented at Greenwood, being 
expired, and this meeting being informed that it was the wish of frends 
there, to continue it, they are accordingly indulged with holding their 
meeting as heretofore for the usuel term — And Wm Mather, Semuel Kes- 
ter, Chendlee Eves, Ezra Eves, John G. Rich and Thomas Eves are appoint- 
‘ed to have the cere and oversight thereof " 

"At Muncey Monthly Meeting of Friends held at Fishing Creek 9mo 
17 1833 The subject of Greenwood meeting being under consideration, 
end their number representation is very smell, this meeting concluded 
to unite with their proposition to hold a meeting on first days only 
until fifth month next, under the cere of John G. Rich, Wm Mather, 
Ezra Eves end Semuel Kester “ 

On lmo. 17, 1837, the following minute was recordedt- "The time 
for which, Greenwood Meeting was granted, having expired — and some 
of the members of that meeting, not being clear, whether it would be 
best to continue it, it is concluded to defer the subject another 
month ' 

On 2mo. 14th, 1837, the recordsc minute was:- "The Friends of 
Greenwood request the continuance of their pet to be held et the 
eleventh hour for one year with which this meeting concurs, Jefse 
Kester, Ezra Eves, John G Rich, Thomas Eves, Parven Eves and Reuben 
Wilson are appointed to have the oversight thereof " 

"At Muncy Monthly meeting of frends held at Fishing Creek ‘7th 
month 18th, 1838 "The time for which Greenwood meeting was granted 
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having expired the freinds composing it request it,to be discontinued 
for the present which is agreed upon by this meeting." 


PREPTEYCHLIL IRIEL EDR SLUR LIE PCIE LL EE UID UP) PLL 
MUNCY. 


Meeting orgenized.sceseeeeseeelT87~ 
Log Meeting House built .....1791. 
Stone Meeting House built....1799. 
Vonthly Meeting established..1799. 
Hicksite Meeting laid down...1841. 
Location.....+sesseceerennsdale, Pa. 
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Muncy, sometimes called Pennsdale, but not officially, is an old 
Meeting, which, in 1938, is a Monthly Meeting composed of three Prepara~ 
tive Meetings, Muncy, Elklends sand Greenwood, in the Philadelphia Quar-— 
ter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Orthodox Friends. The Meeting was 
organized in 1787, the present stone Meeting House built in 1799, and, 
since the Seperation in 1827, has by a very large majority been affiliat- 
ed with the Orthodox division of the Society of Friends. Dr. Michener 
gave but little heed to Muncy Perticular Meeting, merely recording this 
one short minute from Catevissa Monthly Meeting:- 

"1796.- Benjamin Werner on behalf of Friends at and near Muncy, re- 
quests the continuence of their meeting on first and week-days, which is 
granted." 

However, a@ long end unusually interesting detail of Muncy Friends 
end their Meeting, with an account of the derivation of the name, is giv- 
en in the "History of Lycoming County, Pa.," 1892, by ole) F. Meginness, 
as here qouted:- 

"Heckwelder, in his glossary of Indian names, says that the word 
Muncy is corrupted from Mins-ink, signifying ‘where there are Minsies.' 

A colony of Monseys drifted up the stream end had a small town near the 
mouth of Orcutt's creek, in Athens tovmship, Bredford county. They did 
not remain there long, but moved westward with their tribe. The Monsey 
- Indians made their way finally to Indiane, end their nane is perpetuat- 
ad by the town of Muncie in that State, as well as by the borough of 
Muncy, and the creek end velley, in Lycoming county. 

"Penn's Dale is the only village in the township. (of Muncy.) It 
was originally founded by Friends, many of whom settled in and around 
the place. They were attracted thither by early land transactions. The 
villege was originally called Pennsville— then Hicksville. About 1829. 
Job Pecker started ean industry which he called the 'Slizebeth-Town Pot- 
tery,' but no one seemed to take kindly to the name. Packer died ebout 
helf a century ago and was succeeded by 8 man named Fox. The pottery 
wes finally abandoned. When the post-office was named Penn's Dale thet 
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geve it en officiel character and the title now seems to be permanently | 
Pixedes «i's . 4 
"The Friends' meeting house at Penn's Dale was founded in 1799, end | 
is one of the oldest places of worship in the county. It succeeded a 4 
log building which had been used several yeers for a church and school § 
house, and occupied neerly the sane site. The first meetings of the 
Friends in the township were held at the house of Semuel Wellis, and it 4 
is said thet he built the log meeting house. Willism Ellis, father of | 
Hon. William Cox Ellis, was active in promoting the erection of the 
Penn's Dele house of worship. The names of some of the earlicst members | 
are yet recelled. Jesse Haines, a minister of that meeting, was frequent-¥ 
lv heard in preaching end prayer to the close of his long life, which wag} 
only six days short of e century. Mercy Ellis, who. according to the be- 4 
lief of Friends, that women as well as men are commissioned to preach the§ 
Gospel, was also a ministor, amd continued to exercise her gift up to tha 
sighty-seventh yesr of her age. One of the first marriages in that house © 


in 1808; Jecob Haines end Rechel Gllis, in 1815; John Werner and Louisa .4 
Atkinson, in 1821; Henry Wcroyd end Cetharine Yhitacre, in 1823. Meny | 
others of later date heve followed. The simple yet solemn ceremony of 
the Friends and their care previous to allowing a marriage to be perform; 
ed, seem to have been blessed, end rarely has & vow to ba 'loving and {¥ 
feithful unto death' been broken in the history of their church. 

"Meetings were held here as early as 1791 or 1792, according to 
the journel of James Kiteldey, the old tims schoolmaster. On the 11th of 
April, 1793, he enters in his journal: 'This day week-day meeting open- 
ed. Jemes Cresson end Abrahem Yarnal, from Philedelphia, and Ruth Amn | 
Rutter, attended seid meeting'.....Mey 5th he notes: 'Joseph Moore, John @ 
Parish, end John Wlliot seat in meeting with us, being on their way to en@ 
Indian treety'......They returned in September, end on'the Sthoof that § § 
month 'sat in meeting with us'. Other extracts from the journal read: 
'10mo 6.- Jesse Haines, from Wilmington, sat with us and appeared in a 
short, sound testimony'.....'17.~ Thomas Nickers sat with us'....llmo. 
7.- Attended week-day meeting. Our esteemed friend and~ able minister, 
‘John Simpson, attended also, and appeared in a large, clear, sound tes- 

-timony'......'20.- Opened evening schools 6 number of young men attend- 
ed, whose education eppears deploreble'...... 

"'1795, 1Omo. 26.- Set out on foot for Philadelphia, end was ex- 
trenely fatigued by the time I resched it. Attended quarterly meeting' 
oeeee' limo. 12.- Deborah Darby and Rebekeh Young attended our Fifth-day 
meeting. They had two meetings before at S. Wallis's on First and Sec- 
ond days. Deborah remarked that there were meny of other societies who 
were nearer to the Kingdom then many of our own members were'..... 
‘13.- This dey I was called on to serve as juryman in the mournful case 
of Robert Reynolds, who was accidentally shot in the wildernsss by one 
of the compeny whom he set out with on e hunting diversion. He greatly 
deplored his mournful situation, saying that he was but a thief in the 
night'.....'1796, lmo. 11.- Opened school ageain'.....'21.- Being week-: °/f 
day meeting we had the company of the eminent minister of Christ Jesus, 
John Wighem, of Aberdeen, Scotland, accompanied by Ebenezer Cresson, of 
Philedelphie—- who appeared in a clear, sound, end living testimony, 
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end was large therein'.....'24.- Being First-dey wa, had’ the company of 
our self-denying friend, Joshua Evens, from the Jerseys'.....«'lOmo. 16.- 
At meeting we had the compeny of James Wilson end Semuel Pennock. James 
told us thet it was dangerous to build a lerge superstructure of relig- 
ion upon a small foundation'.....'1799, 10mo. 12.- Being First dey we 

had the company of Abel Thomas end Amos Lew. Abel axpressed the hypoc- 
risy of such as confine their religion to sitting demurely in meeting 

for an hour or two, once or twice a week. Although his ministry wes 
lively, yet it wes not powerful enough to keep severel of our members 

on the foremost sests from sleeping most of the time.' 

"Many eminent Quakers visited the settlement et that eerly dete. 
The Jemes Yilson elluded to was a signer of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and o judge of the Supreme court. He wes heavily interested 
with Semel Wallis in land transections and was largely the cause of 
finenciel ruin. 

"Fether Kiteley, the queint old Queker schoolmaster, was en Eng- 
lishman by birth, but ceme to Muncy from York in 1790. He was an ect- 
ive member of the Society of Friends, and one of the esrliest school- 
masters in the valley. The humble log structure in which he taught was 
on his little farm of. fifty acres, directly north of the fine farm of 
the late B. Morris @1llis, near Hughesville. Jemes Kiteley died in 1827, 
aged nearly ninety+three;years,snd was buried in the Friends‘ burying 
ground et Fenn's Dale. Wlizabeth, his wife, died in 1839, aged nearly 
ninety-seven yesrs, end was buried by his side. They hed three child- 
ren-~ Deboreh, Ise#ec, end Temar, Deborah, the mother of John Warner, 
died at the age of eighty-three, Iseac at shout sighty, and Temer 
(Eves) reached the great age of har fether. 

"It is said of the twenty-five or more boys who composéd his 
school some eight or ten lived far beyond the limit of three score and 
ten, as their eges renged from eighty to ninety years each. John Wern- 
er, who wes born July 17, 1797, lived to the great age of ninety yeers, 
three months, and twenty~five deys, dying November 12, 1887, at Penn's 
Dele." 

In the "Book of Meetings" for 1905 is the following:- "Muncy 
Meeting is held in Pennsdale, which is on the illiemsport and North 
Branch R.R., connecting with the Philadelphia & Reading R.R. at Hall's 
Station, nine miles east of Yilliemsport. (Hell's Station is less than 
two miles from the Meeting House.) The trains make connections. Time 
from Philadelphia by rail is six and one-half to seven ond cne-helf 
hours." . 
By very recent investigation made by the compiler of these Meet- 
ing. notes concerning the Society of Friends, during Februery, 1938, 
considerable interesting informetion has been found in the early books 
of Muncy Monthly Meeting, both at the Third and Arch Street vault, end 

at the Friends' Historical Librery at Swarthmore, Pa. At the latter 
-nemned plece wes found mention of the orgenization of Muncy Meeting and 
gome other items of worth in the txeter Monthly Meeting Minute Books. 
The minutes copied from that source of information are as follows:- ° 

""xeter Monthlymeeting held there the 31st. of the 10th month 
1787: The Meeting is informed thet Friends near Munsey request Liber- 
ty to hold a leeting thereaway on the first-day of the week, which 

cleiming the solid Attention of this Mtg, Amos Lee, Isasec Bonsall, 
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Semuel Jeckson & Moses Roberts are appointed to join ¢g Committee of Yom- 
en friends ‘in a Visit to them, & report their Sense of their Situation 
& Neight to next or a future Monthly meeting." 

"Txeter Monthlymeeting held at Meiden Creek the 28th. of the llth. 
mo: 1767 The Comnittee sppointed to visit Friends near Munsey, not 
having generally ettendec there, they sre continued to the Service and 
Jemes tmbree & Isaac Wright ere added, and desired to report as way 
may open "' : 

"exeter Monthlymeeting held there the 30th. Dey of the 4mo 1788: 
The mtg. is informed that severel of the Friends esppointed to visit 
Friends at Munsey have been there: but ere of the mind it may be best 
the others should attend previous to their making a Report to the Neet- 
ing; they ere therefore continued to the Service." 

"uxeter Monthly Neeting held sat Maiden Creek the 28th. of Sth. mo: 
1788 The Committee appointed to visit Friends neer Munsey respecting 
their Request for Liberty to hold e Meeting near that Place, reported 
in Writing nearly as follows. 

"We of the Committee eppointed to weigh and consider the Request 
of Friends about Munssy for Liberty to meet on the First Day of the 
week in order for Divine ‘Yorship, hseve attended to the Service, end at 
different times visited them on the Occasion; and on comparing Senti- 
ments end maturely weighing *% considering their present Situation, are 
united in a Belief, Thet it may be well they be allowad to meet accord- 
ingly & think it may be best thet for the present they hold their said 
Meeting if grented, in a Schoolhouse neer Cerpenter's, but are uneni- 
mously of the Mind, if the Monthly meeting should concur with this Re- 
port, & be likely to continue thet Privilege to them, thet a Place for 
Veetine more central * convenient to Friends who are sattled thereawey 
mey be sought for. All which we submit to the Meeting 


James “mbree . Tsasc Wright Eunice Starr 
Amos Lea Tseec Ronsell Deboreh Lee 
Moses Roberts Blesnor Wright 


Mery Tddings 

Which it is agreed be-grented untill our next Yeoerly iitg. & Friends 
‘thereewsy sre left at their Liberty to meet as early as may be: The 
Clerk is directed to forward a Copy of tniv minute, & the Committee's 
Report to Friends of thet Place. The Committee is continued * Abel: 
Thomes is edded to have the Cere.% Oversight thereof, end desired to 
a.tend the Opening of ssid Meeting, or as meny of their Number as con- 
veniently can." 

""xeter Monthly meeting held at Maiden Creek the 27th of Sth month 
1795 Thomas Lightfoot informs he has enquired respecting the Title for 
the Land on which it is proposed to Build a meeting House at hiunsey has 
received an exemplificeation of the patent on a part of which it is pro- 
pofed to build end hes no doubt but the Title is safe eny further move- 
ment is left under csre of the meeting end the Committes appointed to 
superintend thet meeting " 

The Seperation of 1827 affected the Friends settled in Columbis 
and Lycoming Counties, and for severeél yeers produced much discontent 
in the meetings, both at Fishing Creek end Muncy. At Muncy the Hicksite 
branch was but 6 small minority end es a meeting for worship erected no 
- Veeting House for themselves, end finelly wes discontinued in 1841. As 
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a Monthly Meeting the Hicksites opened their business meetings st Fish- 
ing Creek (Millville) in 1830, continuing under the ntme of Muncy 
Monthly Meeting until 1853 when it wes altered to Fishing Creek Monthly 
Meeting. From the first Minute Book of that Meeting, now at Swarthmore, 
Pe., the following extracts heve been teken, beginning with the intro- 


.ductory words written in 1830:- 


"]. At ae meeting of conference held at Fishing Creek the 19th of 
10 month, 1835 — Several friends from Muncey and Pine Grove being 
present — 

2. John. 1G. Rich wes appointed clerk for the day.-- 

3. On consideration of the difficulty we have experienced in our 
meetings of discipline, arising from the present divided state of soci- 
ety; it now eppeers right for us to look towards holding a Monthly Meet- 
ing as Muncey Monthly Meeting of friends, end to mske application to 
the Querterly Meeting of Fhiladelphia held at Cherry Street, to be re- 


‘ceived under their care — 


4. The following minute wes received from friends cf Fine Grove 
perticular meeting apprehending ourselves agrieved in the laying dom 
our Meeting for Yorship, end being desirous of resuming and maintaining 


‘it in the order of Society, we sgree to unite with such friends of Mun- 


cey end Fishing Creek, es are willing to acknowledge us in religious 
communion, and unite with us in a Monthly Meeting capacity — Elihu 
Wilson, Jonsthen Wilson, Seml Cerpenter, Williem Star, Jonathan Wilson 
Jur.e, John Yilson Moses Vilson, Moses Star — Esther Star, Martha Star, 
Mergaret “Yilson, Hlizabeth Vilson, Hanneh Wilson, Mery Wilson, Sarah 
Carpenter, Amy Oliver, Mery Yheelin — Joseph Carpenter, Enoch Wilson— 
LOsmo. 7 S30." 

On 2nd Mo. 15, 1831, the following letter wes prepared in behalf 
of the Friends constituting Muncy Particular Meeting:- 

"To the monthly meeting of friends called orthodox, to be held at 
funcey 2mo. 10, 1831 — 

Deer Friends, Believing that we, or some of us have @ just right 
to occupy the meeting house of friends at Muncey, we now request that 
we may be accomnodated by holding our meetings of businefs in the seme 
— “le are willing to hold them et such times as shall not interfere 
with eny of your established meetings — We also wish to heve the op- 
portunity of holding meetings there at other times, especially when it 
should be necessery on account of having travelling friend's among us— 
These privileges we consider our right, and request you to take the 
subject under your serious: consideretion, and inform this meeting of 
the result as eerly eas practicable — The clerk is directed to forwerd 
a copy of this minute to seid meeting; end sign it on behalf of this 
meeting." , 

At the next Monthly Meeting it was recorded by the clerk that "The 
minute prepared at our lest meeting, and addrefsed to the monthly meet- 
ing of friends called orthodox, having mifsed of getting to seid meet~ 
ing, the clerk is directed to copy it anew and eddrefs it to their 


meeting to be held at this house tomorrow." 


The next Monthly Meeting was held 4th Mo. 19, 1831. "The clerk in- 
formed the meeting, thet the minute with respect to property was for- 
werded as directed at last meeting, but that he was told by one of 
their members thet it was read in the meeting to which it wes addrefs- 
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ed. The subject is deferred untill next meeting." Evidently it was 
laid aside, for no further mention is noticed in the minutes of the 
meeting. 

"At Muncey Monthly Meeting of Friends held et Fishing Creek 10mo 
16 1833 -- Friends at Muncey being unpleasently situated with regard 
to their meeting for worship, now request the privilege to hold a meet- 
ing on first days et the house of George Yehb. This meeting, in consid- 
eretion of the subject unites therewith, end appoints Chandlee Eves, 
Thos. “Jilson in conjunction with women friends, to the care and over- 
sight thereof — and they are requested to attend the meeting on first 
dey next at.1l o'clock, and to report to this meeting when occasion 
may require " 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting of Friends held at Fising Creek 5th month 
19th 1841 The following friends are eovointed to pay a visit to Friends 
in the neighbourhood of Muncy — in company with women if they should 
appoint on ecount of their meeting being discontinued — and report of 
their care to our next meeting to wit Reuben Wilson John K Eves Parvin 
Eves and John G Rich." 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held at Fishing Creek 10th month 20th 
1841. The committee appointed to visit friends -—— at muncy report some 
of them attended to the appointment end believed it was not likely in 
their scatered situation that they would keep up their meeting it is 
therefore concluded by this meeting that it be discontinued for the pre- 
sent. end the committees releesed. the clerk is directed to forwerd & copy 
of this minute to the next Helf Years Meeting " 

"At Muncy monthly meeting of friends held et Fishing creek Sth mo. 
23rd 1853 The committee to consider the propriety of changing the name 
of our monthly meeting report they all met (except one) and egreed to 
propose san elteration from the present name to that of Fishing creek 
Monthly meeting of friends held et Millville which was united with in a 
joint meeting of men end women friends, The clerk is directed to forward 
e copy of this minute to the Halfyeerly meeting " 

Two interesting minutes, one made in 1864, the other two years lat- 
er in 1866, were found in the Muncy Monthly Meeting records now kept in 
thw vault at No. 202 Arch Street, Philadelphie. The first» concerns an 
isolated group of Friends located in McKean County, Pa. These Friends 
had been under the notice of the meeting for severel months end the com- 
mittee who visited them made e long report in writing, giving the nemesi: 
of the verious members of the group. Omly en extract from the report is 
here given. The second minute, made in 1866, concerns the estimeted val- 
ue of property which interested the Muncy Monthly Meeting at thet time. 

7th ko. 20, 1864.- There sre twenty-three “individuals who sre mem- 
bers of the Monthly Meeting to wit thirteen males end ten females twouty 
of these reside within sbout three miles of Ceres ons resides at Tylers 
-Cleerfield County Pennsylvenia one at Bolivar Allegany County state of 
New York end the residence of the other is not know all those residing 
near Ceres were visited three two of whom were absent fron their homes 
and the other a femtle owing to mental affliction wes not in e condition 
to be seen — nine ere over sevonty threo yeers..... we were received 
kindly by those we visited but were pained to find so little interest 
manifested by them in the Subject of religion..... 
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Joseph "lkinton 
Joseph Scattergood Comnittee " 
Thomss Mendenhall 
"At Muncy Monthly Meeting of Friends held 12th mo. 19th 1866. The 
committee appointed to make an estimate of the Property teken or with- 
held from the Society at the time of the Seperation in 1527 made the 
_ following report which was resd end approved and directed to be for- 
warded to the Meetings for Sufferings — 
. The report is as follows 
To the Monthly Meeting — The comnittes appointed to make an estimate 
of the Value of the Meeting Houses and School property. &&. taken 
from Friends et the time of the Hicksite Sepsration report as follows. 
Fishing creek Meeting House & School House ground . 
Valued at 400.00 
Pine Grove &c. &c. 200.00 
The above within the verge of Muncy Monthly Meeting. 
Also Berwick Meeting House and Lot & burrying ground 


velued at 600.00 

Cattawifsa Mecoting House and lot 300.00 
‘Roaring Creek Do Do 100.00 _ 
. 1600.00 


These lest belonged to Roaring Creek Monthly Meeting end that Meet- 
ing went off in the Seperation with the Hicksites and reteined the 
reckords of the Meeting —. 

Thomas Mendenhall 

Josepn Heacock 

John Werner 

Joseph Masters " . 

The specisl value of the foregoing record is its reference to the 
Pine Grove and Berwick Meetings. The Berwick property was valued at 
the highest figure of 411 the locations, and just at the time when the 
Meeting wes leid down. Doubtless its location within the precincts of 
a-thriving town enhanced its value, while meetings in the rurel dis- 
tricts like Roaring Creek and Pine Grove were considered of inferior 
worth to those within borough limits. Also the minute proves how Friends 
between the brenches of the Susquehénna were rel eenoelt settled by the 
Seperation of 1827. 

The compiler of these historical notes, in company with Joseph R. 
and Elizabeth R. Lippincott of Riverton, N.J., during the morning of 
July 29, 1936, enjoyed the satisfaction of a visit to Muncy Meeting 
House on the western outskirts of the village of Pennsdeale, Pa. The 
stone Mesting House, built in 1799 and having the dste cut on a stone 
at the southwest corner of the building near the eaves, sits back from 
the road with # grove of trees occupying the sloping ground between. 
One fine lerge ofk near the eastern end of the House has a spread of 
108 feet, as measured by Charles %. Ecroyd. One of its brenches grece- 
fully reaches over the driveway in front of the wagon-sheds that quaint- 
ly adjoin the eastern wall of the House. Another row of sheds formerly 
stood et right engles with the present row, on the eastern confines of 
the Meeting House Yard. A porch built on the south side of the House 
from corner to corner protects the two doors of entrance giving access 
to the two eassembly-rooms separated from each other by & handsome per- 
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tition with sliding shutters provided with e door at each end. The easte 
ern assembly-room, now used for Monthly Meeting purposes and called the 
Community Club Room, has an entique open-fireplace with its iron crane 
still ready for use. In the western assembly-room, where at the pres- 
ent tims the meeting congregates, the old fireplece has been closed-up, 
the room being heated by a stove. 

At the beck of the Meeting House is the Burial Ground, kept in 
the neatest order, an album'of family nemes and records. Here in the 
middle of tne wall-inclosed "City of the Silent" is the greve of Jemes 
Kiteley. Its merker is e low, thin browm stone inscribed "J- Kiteley 
1827 eged 92yrs." Not far from it are the resting places of William 
Ellis 1751-1806 and Mercy Cox Ellis 1761-1848, early Quaker pioneers 
of the Muncy settlement, with modern marble headstones to show where 
they lie. Still further off is the grave of Benjamin Werner with the 
inscription "First Warner in Muncy. B. Warner Sr. Died 1813 Aged. 
77y " Among the various family names on the tombstones in the Muncy 
Friends' Graveyard are Clayton, Ecroyd, Fllis, Evans, Uves, Fry, Funs- 
ton, Haines, Hollingsworth, Hughes, Huston, Kirk, Kiteley, Masters, 
Mendenhall, Nicholson, Pserker, Powers, Reed, Simpson, Treppe, Warner 
and “Wright. 

The Muncy Friends’ School-house is some distsnce from the Meet- 
ing House, at the eastern side of Pennsdale. Muncy Friends' Meeting, 
at the time of the deplorable "Seperation" of 1827, almost entirely 
became of the Orthodox Brench, and the later Gurneyite Separation in 
this branch produced no noticeable trouble, for tho strong influence 
of Henry Ecroyd kept the ranks unbroken throughout the entire scope 
of the subordinate Preparative Meetings belonging to Muncy Monthly 
Meeting. 
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During the first yeers of the Pine Grove Meeting it was known by 
the neme of Loyalsock, and is so called in the minutes of Catawissa 
Monthly Meeting. 

Loyalsock is the name of a township in Lycoming County, Pe., on 
the north side of the West Branch of the Susquehanna River, bordering 
on end surrounding the thriving city of Williemsport. It is also the 
neme of a lengthy tributary of the Vest Branch which rises in Sullivan. 

_County &nd flows generally southwestward entering the larger streem of 
water midwey between the Muncy Creek on the eect end the Lyconine Creok 
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to the westward. In the "History of Lycoming County, Pa.," by John F. 
Meginness, is the following note explaining the derivation of the nane 
Loyalsock:- 

"The next great effluent of the river from the north is whet is 
known as Loyalsock. It rises in Sullivan county, and efter receiving 
the waters of numerous tributaries, flows pest the borough of Montours- 
ville end falls into the river. It is e large stream end drains 2 wide 
scope of country. According ‘to Heckwelder the neme is corrupted from 
Lewi-sequick, eae the middle creek — that is, © cresk flowing 
between two others. The neme, therefore, is singularly appropriate, as 
it lies midwey bation Muncy and Lycoming creeks, the distence both ways 
being about six miles." 

In the same History is this reminiscence of the towmship of Loyel- 


‘sock:- "There are (1892) three churches in the township, and e chapel, 


(but the letter is so near the city limits that reference has heen mede 
to it in the chanter on church orgenizetions.) Near the Union school 
house are two churches, one of which is Evengelicsl Lutheran, end the 
other Methodist "piscopal. They ere plain, unostentatious brick build- 
ings." 

"The oldest buriel place in the present township was known as the 
Herris greveyerd, at Loyelsock. “hen it was founded is unknown, but it 
must heve been during the time of the Indian. troubles. It is very like- 
ly some of the early settlers who lost thetr lives et the hends of the 
sevefes were buried there.:Samuel Harris wes settled there very early. 
The greveyerd wes sterted on his farm and wes therefore, privete ground, 
but others outside of his femily were permitted to be buried there. 
John Kidd, the first prothonotary of Lycoming county, and the menber of 
the bar, died September 9, 1613, end wes buried in this ground. He was 
e reletive or close friend of the Herris femily, which accounts for his 
plece of interment. The old greveyard was disturbec by the building of 
the Catavisss brench of the Philedelvhia end Reading railroed, which 
pessed through it. The friends of meny who were buried thers removed 
their remains to whet is now known as the Ssnd Hill cemeterv, which wes 
leid out on the hillside nesr by. It has been made a vary besxutiful 
plece for burial purposes." ‘ 

There is no mention of Friends being in Loyalsock in Meyinness's 
history, yet in the early days there were some Quekers settled there, 
and they held a meeting among themselves by permission of the Monthly 
Meeting of Cetawisss. Here is the minute from the Cetawissa records 
which mekes the fact certsin:- 

"1797.- Ths comnittee on the request of Friends et Loyai Sock, re- 
ported, &c.. end efter deliberately considering the subject, are of the 


opinion thet it mey be right to indulge them with the privilege of 


holding ea meeting of worship on tho first day of the week, at the house 
of Netheniel Pearson; which being cousidered, the meeting concurs with," 
&e.- (Catewises Monthly Meeting.) 

This has been quoted from Dr. Bzra Michener's "Retrospect of Early 
Quekerisn" 14 which no mention is mede of the discontinuence of hbase 
sock Meeting. It is not named among the subordinate meetings in th 
schedule of Meetings in 1812, so epparently seems to heave been of ese fT 
duretion. 

An exeminatién of the Cetawissa Monthly Meeting books now preserv- 
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ed in the Friends’ Historical Library at Swartmaors, discloses some of 
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the eerly history of Loyeisock Meeting as gathered from the minutes. 

"Reported fro. the prep&rative meeting of Muncey that — Friends 
of Loyalsock, Request the privilege of holding a meeting of worship 
on the first day of the week at the houfe of Nathaniel Pearfon on which 
occé6sicn the meeting appoints Tsesc Wiggins, Thomas Clayton, John Keaes- 
ter, end John Lloyd, to Vifit them and Report their Sense thereon to 
next monthly meeting." -(Cstewissa Monthly Meeting’4th Mo. 22, 1797.) 

The Monthly Meeting gave its permission on 5th Mo. 27, 1797. 

6th Mo. 24, 1797.- "The friends eppointed to the overfight of the 
meéting to be held at Loyalsock Reported that they attended and that it 
wes opened sgreeeble to the Conclufion of the last monthly meeting." 

9th Mo. 23, 1797.- "The friends of Loyslsock alfo Requesting the 
Continuance of their first day meeting to be held at the houfe of Nath- 
@aniel Pearfon untill a mere Convenient place is provided and to be Con- 
tinued untill the time of the general spring meeting in the third month 
under the care and overfight of the friends formerly sppointed." 

3rd Mo. 24, 1798.- "Friends of Fishing creek and Loyalsock, Reques- 
ting the Continuence of their meetings as usual, end Several friends of 
the Committee appointed to the overfight. thereof, informing thet Noth- 
ing appears to them to obftruct, they are ellow'd to be Continu'd un- 
till the time of of our yearly meeting in the Ninth month next." 

9th Mo. 25, 1798.- "One of the friends eppointed to the overfight 
of the meeting et Loyalstock, Reported thet most of them have letely at- 
tended there, and friends of that meeting ere Defirous of further in- 
dulgence, and upon Deliberate Confideration thereof they unite with them 
therein, believing it safest thet their meeting be Continued as hereto- 
fore." 

3rd Mo. 23, 1799¥- "The meeting being inform'c that friends at Loy- 
alstock. Request the Continuence of their meetings 8s heretofore, which 
is epreed to, to be Continu'd untill the latter end of the Ninth month 
jext, under the care of the friends formerly eppointed," 

No further mention of Loyalsock is made in Catawissa minutes. The 
Meeting then fell to the care of Muncy Monthly Meeting which was esteb- 
lished in 1799. ‘ 

Before 1812 the neme of Loyalsock Meeting wes changéd to Pine Grove, 
and leter investigetion has revealed thet the meeting wes located near 
the present hemlet of Warrensville, a few miles westwerd from the vil- 
lage of Loyalsock in Lycoming County, Pa. The story of this Meeting is 
later taken up from the minutes of Muncy Monthly Meeting now preserved 
in the vault at No. 302, Arch Street, Philadelphia. 

‘Muncy Monthly Meeting held at Fishing Creek llth mo 20th, 1820 — 
This meeting is informed that the request report on the subject of re- 
quest from Pine Grove was unintentionally omitted being forwarded to 
the Quéerterly Meeting, this meeting taking their situation in view and 
thet pert of their request for a week day meeting does feel easy to 
grent them that indulgence til the case is more fully remitted, the 
seid meeting to be opened on the 5th dey succeeding our next M. Meeting. 
at the 11th hour, and Jas. Scroyd John Kester Jr. Thos Wilson Joseph 
Whitaker & John Wetson are appointed in connection with women frds. to 
attend tho opening thereof and report of their care to the succeeding 
monthly meeting " 

"Muncy Monthly Meeting held eat Fishing Creek lst mo 24th 1821 The 
“Clerk heving represented to this meeting that the minute made in the 
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9th mo last respecting the request from Pine Grove was not forwerded, 
the subject being now revised and their request for the establishment 
of their mesting to be held on the lst and Sth days of the week as al- 
so the privilege of holding & Preperative meeting being continued and 
the same meeting the unity of this and women meeting they direct a 
copy of this minute to be forwarded to the spproaching Quarterly Meet- 
ing for their consideretion." | 

The request was evidently grerited for by 3rd Mo. 20, 1821, Pine 
Grove was acknowledged as ® Preparative Meeting. 

"Muncy Monthly Meeting held at Fishing Creek lst mo 21st 1824 
Pine Grove preparative meeting reports thet Iseac Pelmer has joined 
enother religious Society attended a military treining and hes since 
accomplished his marriage with a woman not’ in membership. James Ecroyd 
end Semuel Cérpenter are appointed to the care in this cese end report 
thereof to our next mo meeting " 

“At Muncy Monthly Meeting 2nd mo 20th 1828 —— Some friends Report 
as follows viz. We of the Comtee appointed to sit with friends of Pine 
Grove in their Preparative meeting attended thereto and after attic 
opening the object of an eppointment an explanation was given of the 


Ceuses which had lad to the deficiencies apperent; from which it. appear- 


ed the businefs of the meeting has been regularly gone through, but ow- 
ing to the Smallnefs of their number, generally, they frequently lebor- 
ed under great difficulty in gatting representatives. It also appeared 
they were under considerable discoursgement respecting their ebility 


‘to hold a Preparative Meeting -- This Subject was likewise ea little 


gone into by the Comte & left for the further consideration of friends 
of that meeting — " 

"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held 6mo. 18th 1828 Pine Grove Prepare- 
tive meeting informs that in Consideration of the reduced State into 
which it has fallen friends are united in the belief, that that meet- 


ing Cannot be longer continued to adventage of Society — This meeting 


in taking the Subject under Consideration in Connexion with @ report 
from & Committee appointed to attend that meeting, now reviv'd, be- 
lieves it would be best to grant their request — The Clerk is direct- 
ed to forward the Substence of this minute to our Quarterly meeting of 
friends in Philade for its concurrence " ; 

"At a Querterly meeting of friends held in Phileda 2nd month 2nd 
1829. A minute of Muncy monthly meeting States thet the order of Friends 
meeting at Pine Grove & our Religious testimonies es relates to Gospel 
ministry have been much interrupted by Persons intruding there that are 
not in memhership with us, and who have improperly received Countenence 
from Some of our members, and that on deliberation thet monthly meoting 
believes it would be right that the meeting at that place should be 
discontinued for the present -—— on consideration this meeting concurs 


therewith Uxtracted from the Minutes 
Robert L Pitfield Clerk " 


"At Muncy Monthly Meeting held 2mo. 18th 18M From the following 
minute (the foregoing minute here recorded) it eappetrs that the Quar- 
terly Meeting of friends of Philace concurs with the Judgment of this 
meeting respecting the leying down of friends meeting at Pine Grove —- 
we therefore appoint Jacob Clayton, Joseph Whitacre & Henry Perker to 
give friends of that plece regular information thereof to place the 
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Meeting House & the property apperteining thereto under the Care of 
Some Suitable friend there, ag also the title papers’ for the property, 
and report to our next meeting.— " 

This case of Pine Grove's inclination to be on the Hicksite side 
in the Separation, occupied the attention of Muncy Monthly Meeting for 
many months. 

"At Muncy Mo. Meeting held et Fishing creek 9mo 22, 1830 - The Con- 
tee in the Case of Pine Grove report they called upon Jonathan ‘Wilson 
and informed him thet they were instructed by this meeting to endeavor 
to obtain the title Papers for the. property in Pine Grove belonging to 
friends — He (Jonathan Wileon) told them SE were in his pofefsion 
and that he was not willing to give them upn.' 

On lith Mo. 17th, 1830, ® minute wes recorded by which Jonethan 
Wilson was disowned by the Muncy Monthly Meeting. 

."At.Muncy monthly meeting held at Greenwood Smo. 23rd 1838 — The 
friends residing at Fine Grove Through our querterly meeting's Commit- 
tee meade @ request of holding an indulged mesting in thet neighbourhood 
Henry Battin, Andrew Eves, Thos. Mendenhall and Henry Ecroyd, in connec- 
tion with women friends, sre eppointed to visit them on the occ&sion 
.end report of their cere to our next meeting — " 

At the next meeting on 7th Mo. 18, 1828, the Pine Grove branch of 
Orthodex Frierds was grented the request of sn indulged mesting, for a 
period of one year. It continued end the permission wes renewed also 
on srd Mo. 18, 1840. 

In the Muncy Monthly Meeting of Hicksite Friends in the Friends’ 
Historicsi Library at Swerthmore, Fa., the following tlirss ainutes-are 
recorded concerning Pine Grova:- , 

"At a meeting of conference hold at rishing Creek the 19th of 10 
month 1830-—- Saverel friands from Muncy and Pine Grove being present — 
Tne following ninutse was raceived from friends of Pine Grove particu- 
lar meoting —— Wea, tae Subscribers, membors of Pins Grove particular 
meeting epprehsriding ourselves agrieved in the laying dow our mssting 
for Worship, anc being desirous of resuming and mointaining it in the 
order of Society, we agres to units with such friends of muncsy end 
Fishing Creek, a3 are willing to acknowledge us in religious comnunion, 
and unite with us in a Monthly Meeting capacity — Tlihu ‘Wilson, Jona- 
than Wilson, Saml. Carpenter, Villieam Ster, Jonsthan Wilson Jnr, Jom 
“Tilson, Moses Wilson, Moses Ster, — nather Star, Martna Ster, Marge- 
ret Yebster, Elizabeth Wilson, Hannah Wilson, Mary “Jilson, Sareh Car- 
penter, Any Oliver, Mary heelin — Joseph Carpenter, Enoch “Wilson 
“10 mo. 17, 1830. ' 

"At Muncey Monthly meeting of friends held at Fishin ng Creek 3 mo. 
1831 The committee appointed to visit friends at Pine Grove report, 
t a part of them aetennad their maeting, and tho' smell, they con- 
: es it a solid Roche -— The committee are continued, and Ezra 
“Eves added thereto.' 

Kay Monthly Meeting of Friends held at Fisning Creek 6 mo. 2l. 
1831 —— The committees snpointed to visit Friends at Pine Crove are 
continued —— Friends of Greenwood now meke request for & continuence 
of their meeting —— The subject is refered for consideration at our 
next meeting, until that time, they are encouraged to continue to meet 
as usual." 
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On July 29, 1936, Jossph R. ond Elizabeth R. Lippincott of River- 
ton, N.J.,; took the compilsar of thesa notes appertaining to Friands' 
Meetings, to the Quaker sections of Lycoming County, Pe. This pilgrim- 
ago included a visit to the Pine Grove locality, early known as the 
Loyalsock Meeting. This was established on the summit of what is now 
called Quaker Hill, two or thrss milss westward of Werrensville, 2 vil- 
lage situated between tne Loyelsock end Lycoming Creeks, nearer the 
former and the village of the’ sans nema. A Meeting House wes built at 
the top of the hill and ground set apart for a graveyard. When the 
Meeting wes finally discontinued, or when the Meeting House dis*ppear- 
ed, the writer of this note did not ascertain at the tims of his visit. 
The Burial Ground is. still the property of Ltuncy Monthly Meeting, but 
at the dets of the visit, the property was under action of being trans~ 
ferred tc another religious denomination. The Meeting House, which, ac- 
cording to. the foregeing quoted minutes, was in existence bafore 1820, 
is now no more, but it is seid to have baen destroyed by fire. This 
part of its history was asserted by a neighboring fermer, Mr. William 
H. Mossler, whose mother, well advenced in years, was f 
ber of the Society of Friends, one of the Menssll family of Chester 
County, Pa. 


Lixe mény other Meeting Housas, the situation of this one of 
Pins Grove was on eleveated ground, occupying a most imposing position 
af 


sides of Quaker Hill. A schdol-house and a frame church now occupy the 
summit of the hill, the former on the further side of ths road from 
the goodly-sized gravayard adjoining the Little church on the other 
side. 

‘The Burial Ground is in a much neglected condition. There ara 
many stones, none with inscriptions in noticeable Qusker style, but 
many with names known among the Friends of that section of the Statea:- 
Collins, Fry, Griggs, Lundy, Rasder, Weisel, Willson and Winner. Thers 
ere & number of old brown or field-stones; ons, a tall headstone with~ 
out name, initiels or dates enother betring the modest inscription of 
"S - § d died August 6th 1838"; others similarly marked; and others 
modestly small and Friend-like, nearly covered by trailing vines, wild 
flowers and tall grass. The place where the Meeting House is seid to 
haves stood near the gateway of the iron fence inclosing the graveyard, 
is already occupied by severel graves indicated by large stones and 
monumental markers. The road construction of the highway passing by the 
greveyard has taken away the soil so close to the iron fence that neith- 
er entrance nor exit to or from the Ground is possible through the gate 
originally intended for such a purpose. 
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ADDENDA 


FISHING CREEK HALI-YEAR. 
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HADDONFTELD QUARTER. 


HK HIM Y 


‘Heddonfield Quarterly Meeting wes established in 1794:i- "By a 
minuts of the Quarterly Meeting of Gloucester send Salem, it appears 
thet meating agreed to propose to the Yearly Meeting to constitutes 
two Quarterly Mestings within our limits. One to be composed of the 
Monthly Meetings of Eveshem, Haddonfiold, Great Ege Harbor, and Cape 
Mey, to bo distinguished by the name of Haddonfield Quarterly Meet- 
ing, to be held at Haddonfield in the third and ninth months, and at 
Evesham in the sixth and twelfth months," &c. &c. "Which being unit- 
ed with end confirmed, a committee was appointed," &c.- (Yearly Meet- 
ing.) -From Michener's "Retrospect of Zerly Quakerisn." 

At the time of its establishment it was composed of four Month- 
ly Meetings, but later two more came into. existences- 


1. Heddonfield Monthly Meeting established....... ++ +1697. 
2. Great Egg Harbor Monthly Mesting established.....1726- 
3. Uveshem Monthly Meeting established......-.+-- a7 60's 


4. Upper Uvesham Monthly Meeting Mevebiished sae. anos: 

5. Chester Monthly Meeting established........+..+...1803. 

6. Westfield Monthly Meeting established.........--.1921. 

Until 1831 Haddonfield Quarterly Meeting met regularly at Had- 
donfisld sand Evesham, then it begen to circulate to Chester (Moores- 
town), and agsin, in 1930, it was extended to Westfield. 

Great "gg Harbor and Cape May, forming together one Monthly 
Meeting, were trensferred to Salem Quarter in 1803. Both of these 
Meetings were ultimately discontinued, but Cape May was in more re- 
cent years revived, and, since 1931 regular meetings have been held 
during the summer season. 

There sre a number of subordinate meetings in this Quarter, Bak- 
ersville, Cropwell, Zaston, Galloway or Leeds Point, Hopewell, Newton 


.end Merchentville. 


With the Separation of 1827 the Orthodox branch of the Society 
kept the Meeting Houses at Cropwell, Easton, Galloway, Newton, Up- 
per Evesham and Haddonfield, but built new Houses both at Haddonfield 
end Westfield. The Hicksites also built a new House at Haddonfield 
at the same time as the Orthodox, in 1851, and the old building was 
demolished. The Hicksite meeting at Evesham (Mount Laurel) was laid 
down, and in 1924, the Newton Meeting of Orthodox Friends was also 
discontinued. Bakersville, Galloway end Hopewell have all been dis- 
continued, but Galloway, generally called Leeds Point, survived in 
occasional mestings to later days. 

In 1937 Haddonfield Quarterly Meeting of Orthodox Friends is 
held alternatsly at Moorestown, Heddonfisld, Evosham ond Upper Eves~ 
ham; and the Querterly Meeting of Hicksie Friends meets at Moores~ 
town, Haddonfield, Medford and Yestfield. 


The FRIENDS' MehTING in 
HAS DLO ON Pst Lips uahoR TR R 
in the Past and Prassnt. 


Atlantic..City, 0. « 
BakOFSVILLO 5.0. io < 

Cape Mey, Ho. « . . 
Cropwell; 0... . . 

Bg SG OF giaiee| (6 <i * sts 
MVOSMEMG bes o's she hes 
WVSSRAM eNO. Mie 6 46 
Gelloway or Leads point, 0. 
Great Egg Harbor, H. & O.. 
Haddontiueld’y EH. uk Ose cee. 
Wing oe bipuaswigs < 's) earns 
Medford or Upper Eveshem, H 
Merchantville, H. & O. .. 
Moorestown or Chester, H. & 
Newton or Camden, H.. 
Newton or Camden, QO.. 

OLE eNO Origie sy ee at 
Westfield, H. & O. 


H. -Hicksite. 0) 


wie fs) SA CLL YS. 
«. Discantinuad. 
.Sumner season. 
Sistas AC UV G6 
ayiwl eeet MC LV Gs 
- Discontinued. 
Wiscie ACLS « 
Discontinued. 
Discontinued. 
fe ea ROUND. 
Discontinued. 
LOM se ba Vas 
Discontinued. 
OVA s CACe Ives 
es AR GAY es 
Discontinued. 
Discontinued. 
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Meeting House 


Medford MeebWnrg House 


HADDONFIELD QUARTER of the Hicksite branch of the Society of 
Friends holds the Quarterly Meeting on the Fifth-day following 
the first Second-day in Third Month (March) et Moorestown; in’ 
Sixth Month (June) at Medford; in Ninth Month (September) at 
Heddonfield; and in Twelfth Month (December) at Westfield. 
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Eveshain Meehing House 


HADDONFIELD AND SALEM QUARTER of the Orthodox branch of the So- 
ciety of Friends holds the Quarterly Meeting on Fifth-day follow- 
ing the second Second-day in Third Month (March) at Haddonfield; 
in Sixth Month (June) at Mount Leurel; in Ninth Month (September) 
et Medford; and in Twelfth Month (December) at Moorestown. 
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ATLANTIC CITY. ‘ 
EStQO Ul Stigd IBDOUEN ad cs le tie Sede bis au ps eee 
First Meehing House built este sige cee re sO. 
Day School organized... .s judas siesyee es s--L900. 
Second Msating House -builts.... 0.0.55. -.1926. 
Location, Pacific and South Carolina &Avanues, 
Atlentic' City. « 


KHKKHKH KA IKK 


The Friends' Meeting House and School, in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
are es & single building at the intersection of Pecific end South Caroli- 
na Avenues, the school occupying that part of the structure which cor- 
ners to the two strests, while the Meeting House faces the first nemed 
avenue. Built of bricks and trimmed with white wood-work and having at- 
tractive doorways, the entire aspect of the building is Friend-like and 
quite different from the frame Meeting House, built in 1872, which stood 


‘on the seme spot till 1926 when the ‘pres sant House was erected 


On the two posts on either side of the gatewey in front of the Meet- 
ing House door,.are these noticas:- 


Friends' Meeting House 1872. 
New Building 1926. 


Friends' Meeting House 
Meeting for Divine Worship 
First Day 1] A.M. 
{ll Welcome. 


This Meeting is in charge of Arch Street Yearly Jeeting of Ortho- 
dox Friends, being an indulged meeting reporting to Heddonfield end 54- 
lem Quarter. It is liberal, and being the only Friends’ Meeting in At- 
lentic City, is attended by emmy who desire to worship within ite walls. 
The present structure wes completed and ready for use in,1927, and ded- 
ication exercises were held in it Sixth Month lst, at 4 P.M. On that 
occasion J. Henry Bertlett of Tuckerton, stated:- "In 1872, or before 
1872, when the Friends found that they could no longer accomaodate the 
ae of Atlantic City in their private parlors for Friends’ Meeting 
they wished to have a meeting house in which to do it, so they applied 
to Meetings across New Jersey to fece that responsibility and build: a 
house, but in the cheracteristic Quaker metnod of ceéution the report 
came ‘The way ee not open,’ and that report came to Atlantic City 
twice and then the Friends in Atlentic City did this unique thing. 
They bought tits property and they chose & Board of Trustees, whet in 
legal terms now is celled a close corporation, and they gave the prop- 
erty into their hands. It is © self-nerpetuating corporation and no 
meating enywhere at any tine cen svér put a deed hand upon this prop- 
erty if it wished to. T don't think ny Meeting would wish toveseece- 
So here this Sedat meeting house is set with all sey eres free- 
dom es its foundetion principle. Tt invites everyone of you in Atlan- 
tic City who hes the least tincture of Queker feeling win’ ee hearts; 
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to come here once e@ yeer, twice ® year, as often as you will, and 
join in thet fellowship which mekes of the mestings the very highest 
type of worship." 

The Friends’ School at Atlentic City was pene ates in 1900. 
It is an elementary school under the direction of Philadelphis Yeer- 
ly Meeting of Orthodox Friends. Its annual circulsr iteaoee "Dez 
signed in the beginning. for children of Friends, it is no longer so 
restricted, but, others aré admitted upon compliance with the regula- 
tions, and upon giving setisfectory reference." 


If if (oy) : ‘ag jkr aed fi PET y nyt EM tp Or Ue fy) 
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C&P MAY. 


Meeting sometimes called..s...........Ssaville. 
Mesting 6@steblisted Gnoutiae. oo. easy eee LOG 
Monthly Moeting éstaklished.....-......-.1726. 
Meating Houses. srected about... cs. se eee wesl Tal. 
Meeting transferred to Salen Quarter.....1803. 
Meeting discontinued before........--++ +01900. 
ieeteineg tre-Gperied Heineken s os a Bee eee ese Lol s 
LocaticnyccrceeseeseSeeville, Cape May County, 


New Jersey. 
HEM KA KK HK Oe 


Cape Mey Fritnds 


I = 3 
sides in New Jersey," published in — occurs ages brie? parégraphi- 
“Herly Friends' Meeting House. On road from. Court sake to davis, 
just before reaching the latter plecse. Meeting orgenized'abdéut 1700 by 
the Leeming and Townsend femnilies. Mecting House eudlt in 1716 te well 
preserved." 


Originally Cepe May Meeting formed a part of Great gg Harbor Month- 
ly Meeting, but leter became a part of Maurice River Monthly Neeting end 
hence of Salem Quarter of the Philedelphie Yeerly Meeting of the Socie- 
ty of Friends. For several yeers it held ea Preperetive Meeting, the min- 
utes of which datw fron 1794 to 1817 and, in 1937, ere preserved in the 
fireproof of the Friends' Meeting House at Woodstowm, N. Jd. 

. In 1930 Gene Way was prectically a "closed meeting," for, eat that 
time, only an ennuel gethering was held in the Meeting House on the 
last First-day in the Wighth Month, but in 1931 it was regularly re- 
vived to hold services during the summer segson. 

An examinetion of the minutes of Greet Ugg Harbor Monthly Meeting 
shows thet Cepe May wes very intimetely essocieted with it, in fect the 
history of one is precticelly the story of the other. The following 
extracts from the minutes of the Meeting ere interesting in themselves 
besides casting some light upon e Meetings which, in earlier times, 
wes importent for meny yeers 
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"Agreeable to the Constitution of our Discipline in the Trection 
of Meetings of Business &c. by our Yearly Meeting Sevérel Friends of 
Great Ege Harbour snd Cape May having for some time been under consid- 
ereble Inconveniencies for want of a Monthly Meeting of Men & Women be- 
ing Mrected emongst them for the well managing the efeirs of the church 
in the good & wholesome Disapline have Nndeevoured in an Expostulatory 
Letter Directed to the Querterly Meeting of Gloucester end Selem Signed 
under severel of their Hands both Men % ‘lomen to sett forth ye same to 
s'd meetings consideretion Which accordingly was leid before the Quar- 
terly Meeting held et Heddonfield in ye County of Gloucester for Friends 
of Gloucester % Salem this 16th of the 7th mo. 1726. Who......didd Conde- 
senc their Request Should be grented And that it should be held and be- 
gin at Richerd Somerses on Great Egg Harbour side in the ninth month next 
end in the tenth mo. at Rebecksh Garretson's on Cepe May Side and so on 
Interchengeble untill Frds there See Cause. to meke eny Alterstion for 
their Own Conveniency.......Fursuent to which Cénclusion the Friends of 
Greet Egg Harbour and Cape Mey mett at Richard Somerses the 7th dey of the 
ninth mo. 1726 And Proceeded to the Business of the meeting." 

"3rd mo. 29th, 1727. at Rebeckah Garetsons....-it is concluded to 
build a Meeting House by Jacob Gerretsons and Jecob Garretson #grees to 
give one acre of land for the servis of s'd meeting, which house is to be 
bullie¢this~fell."" 

By the wording of the Meeting's minutes it seems the meetings con- 
tinued to convene at the houses of Richard Somers and Rebeckéh Carretson 
for some length of time. On 1lOth mo. lst, 1729, one is headed "Cepe May" 
end on 2nd mo. 5, 1731, "At the Meeting House eat Jecob Gerretsons." But 
it was not until 1740 thet the néme of "ge Harbour" wes substituted for 
Richerd Somers, or others of the Somers family. 

"Cape Mey 10th mo. 3, 1768. Ye Received six Papers Containing Ad- 
vice and Caution geinst Horse Raceing & Stage playing from the Monthly 
Meeting of Fhiladelphia.....Issac Townsend, Gideon Scull and Nvi Smith 
are eppointed to Read Hach one at their Respective Meetings on a first 
day." 

On llth Mo. 7th, 1803 "e prosition from the prepéretive meeting of 
Cope Mey....thet the preparative meeting of Cape May be joined to the 
preparative mesting of Morris river to Constitutes a new monthly mtg. 
which....wes united with and egresed to go forwerd to next Querterly 

Mtg. Ay 

Hence it is menifest thet efter 1803 Cape May Meeting beceme & con- 
stituent of Salem Quarter, in conjunction with Meurice River. As a Pre- 
parative Meeting it evidently was laid down about 1817 when its last 
entries were made. The foregoing extracts were copied from a copy of the 
Great Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting records in the Pennsylvania Historical 
Society's Library, 1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia. The originel Min- 
ute Books of Great Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting are preserved in the Fire- 
proof at No. 302 Arch Street by Orthodox Friends. An early entry in the 
original books is es follows:- 

"At Our Monthly Meeting held at Rebecah Garretfons The 29th of ye 
3d mo 1727 At sd meeting mo bufinefs return'd by the overfeers At sd 
meeting it is Concluded to Build 6 meeting Houfe by Jacob Garretfons 
and Jecob Garretson agrees to give one acre of Land for the servis of 
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the Sd meeting which Houfe is to be Built this fall As meeting edjourns @ 
to ye usual time and place " 
"At our monthly meeting held eat ye meeting House at Jecob Garretfons 4% 
the 2nc day of ye 12th mo 1729/30 The two Overfeers of Eggharbour not “% 
appeared nor sent ye reafon why ye Overfeer of Cepe May Returns no buf- & 
inefs to the meeting No Bufinefs lying before this meeting The meeting 
adjourns to the ufuel time end place " q 

By the first of the foregoing minutes it is plainly evident the Cepe 4 
Mey Meeting House wes erected in 1727 end not earlier as it seems to be 
considered by some now living in Cape May County. The compiler of these 
notes wes once told that it wes thought the Cape May Meeting House was 
removed from Beesley's Point to the present locetion et Seaville. Prob- 
ably the following minute hes reference to 8 Meeting House at or near 
Beesley's Point:- 

"At A Monthly Meeting held at Eggharbour for Mggharbour end Cape Mey 
the 5 Day of the 9 Month 1763 One new Meeting house built in the upper . j 
precinct of Cepe May.-" 

As a meeting for worship Cape Mey continued many years. On Second 
Mo. 15, 1896, the following short note appeared in the Friends' Intelli- 
gencer:- 

"Caps Mey meeting-house is now only occasionally used. The meeting 
wes esteblished in 1720. It is one end s quarter miles from Ocean View 
Station on the Sea Isle branch of the West Jersey railroad. Appointed and 
circuler meetings are largely attended end appreciated." 

In 1930 the historic little Cape May Meeting House, located on the 
southern outskirts of the smell village of Seaville, Cape May County, NeJegg 
takes upon itself a rether modern appearence outwardly, for it wes newly | 
weather-boarded about 1890 with uniform-sized horizontal boards placed 
directly over the encient shingling of the origineal structure.\An inter- 
ior glimpse of the building turns the mind of the antiquarian visitor 
backward end esteblishes him in the days of the long ago. Totally without 
the sign of paint, the cedar wood-work still gratifies the senses of the 
individual with the odor of the fragrant wood already, end for many years 
in the past, made satin-like and smooth by the passage of time, for it 
carries a couple of centuries to its age. Nothing hides the posts and 
braces of the frame-work of the Meeting House, although there is a show 
of upright boards for o lining or weinscoting, and the straight-backed 
benches of eerly Queker Meeting style of architecture, the wooden buttons 
and door-letches of the inner portals, the heads of hand-made wrought-ir- 
on neils, showing noticeably in the benches and weinscoting, add much to 
the antique eftect. On the westarn wall of the assembly-room is a door 
now entirely closed, for the weather-boarding of the outside completely 
covers it. It formerly, so it is said, led to another room or part of the 
house long since taken away. The floor-boards were partly replaced by 
modern nerrow boards in repairs made some forty years ago (1890) when the 
original flooring, close to the ground, gave way, but there are still a 
number of wide old-fashioned specimens of the originel flooring left to 
restrein the too near intrusion of modern up-to-date influence. 

The outer environment of the little Cepe May Meeting House, with a 
few beautiful old oaks spersely scattered abovt the grounds, is pleasing. 
The good-sized Meeting House Yard is irregular in shape and is enclosed 
by a slat fence ell kept generally in good order..There are two small bu- 
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riel plots, one in the eastern part, the other under the trees in the 
western section. The one in the eastern corner wes originally the plan- 
tation burial ground of the Gendy family. One of the graves there is 

the resting place of John Gandy who was born July 15,.1740. He served in 
the Americem Revolution and the place has been marked with a fleg and an 
iron stenderd commemorating the fact. The date of his death does not ap- 
peer on the marble heedstone. One of his descendents, Zebulon T. Gendy; 
@ cerpenter by trade, is the man who made the repsirs to the Meeting 
House in 1890, and now, in 1930, at the age of seventy-cight years, lives 
close by the place. His cousin, Mrs. liza Smith, lives in the dwelling 
on the opposite side of the roed passing the Meeting House, and has the 
care of the House and the key to the door of this place of worship. 

In the cpposite extremity of the grounds, under the shede of the o- 
ver-spreading brenches of one of the oaks, are the graves of several of 
the Cape Mey Friends of former days and their descendants, but chiefly, 
so far as the markers reveal, of the Bener femily. The names of Smith 
and Reeves also sre saen on the memorial stones, and one very old stone 
with illegible dete is marked T. G. 

Inside the gate to the Meeting House Yard is a teblet with this an- 
nouncement, "Friends Meeting Estb. 1702." The compiler of these "Histor- 
res Sketches" was taken to the Cape Mey Meeting House on the occasion 

f his first visit, June 1, 1930, by Charles H. Parsons of Atlantic City, 
Wow Jersey. 
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CROPWELL. 


First School established... ..sseceseeeLsO0. 
Meeting establishod......-.sesssesreollSb. 
Pine Grove School established........1792. 
Meeting House built. .cwccreereevcee evel GOO. 
Location, one mile. from......Marlton, Nid. 
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Cropwell Meeting House belongs to Orthodox Friends and is situated, 
with its Burisl Ground, about a mile westward of Marlton in the township 
of Evesham in Burlington County, New Jersey. It is close by the side of 
the Camden and Merlton Pike and not far distant fro Cropwell Run or 
Brook. During 1786, using the authority of Friends' Meeting records:- 

"A request by direction of the Preparative Meeting of Evesham, in fa- 
vor of holding a meeting for worship in a schoolhouse, lately erected near 
Cropwell Creek, agreed by the principal part of men and women Friends thet 
are likely to constitute the seme, being produced, and several times read, 
the meeting unites in deferring the further consideration thereof to next 
meeting." This request, however, was finally grented by Heddonfield 
Monthly Meeting. 

In the "History of Burlington County, N.J.," by E. M. Woodward and 
John F. Hageman, mention is made of Cropwell Meeting in the following 
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words:- "fne meeting-house of this Society of Friends is located about # 
three quarters of a mile west of the village of Meylton, end named no 
doubt from a meeting of the same name in Englend. This society was or- | 
genized, @s near as can be ascertsined, about the year 1760, when a D. 
meeting-house suitable for oe small congregation wes built. Among the | 
originel members we find the names Enoch Evens, Williem Reeve, Thomas 
Lippincott, John Heines, Jacob Evans, John Roberts, Joseph Evans, 
Thomas Stokes, Ssmuel Lippincott, end Amos Asherd. The first preacher 4 
or minister wes Martha Allinson. The present brick meeting-house, thir- 
ty-five by sixty feet was built in 1816. A school house was built when @ 
the society wss orgenized, end for many yeers was the only schoolhouse ¥ 
in the vicinity, and school kept there till 1870." { 
According to the seme history, which was published in 1883,- "The 4 
first school in this tovmship (“veshem) wes that connected with the | 
Friends Meeting et Cropwell. As in all other instances eat that early dl 
date, 1760, the Friends organized a school and built a schoolhouse f 
wherever they built a laa ec i or Pe a society. Their 


house. Thie was the only choo in this vicinity for a Long time, and 
s school was kept here till 1840, when the Friends embraced the popu- 
lar idea of frees schools." (1840 should reed 1870.) 

There us on error in the foregoing statements quoted from the "Hie- 4 
tory of Burlington County," for Cropwell Meeting House, according to 
ths meeting records, was built in 1809. It celebrated its centenniel 
anniversary in 1909 when William H. Zelley of Merlton, N.J., prepared 
a lengthy peper detailing its history. Previous to the erection of the ‘ 

‘Meeting House, the Friends of that neighborhood held their meetings in ¥ 
the "School House near Cropwell Creek." | 

Cropwell Preparative Meeting had two schools under its care. The 

second, celled Pine Grove School, is located east of the village of 
Marlton, a little mora then e mile. Quoting from William H. Zelley's 
carefully written paper,- "Friends being pioneers in the cause of ed- 
ucetion, under a concern of the Yearly Meeting a number of Friends in 
the neighborhood contiguous to what wes then and is still know es 
Pine Grove, consisting of Enoch Evens, Sam'l Darnell, Williem Rogers 
Junr., “im. Troth Senr., “William Evans, Moses Lippincott and Jacob fv- 
‘ans, mat at the house of Sam'l Darnell 'to consider the necessity of 
Building School Houses and for the esteblishing schools for the edu- 
cation of youth' in the spring of 1791. After considerable discus- 
sion it was decided thet 'Enoch Zvans should lay the matter of a 
school at Pine Grove before the Preparative Mesting of Evesham for 
their advice.' This he did et the Preparative Meeting held at Eves- 
hen the 9th of 6mo., 1791, which united with the concern and appoint- 
ed Sam'l Dernoell, Ym. Evans Junr., and Jacob “vens to take a deed 
for the lend end execute a declaretion of Trust therefore, which was 
accomplished the 2nd day of 4mo., 1792, and the building reported 
‘Now Built' 8th of 11th mo., 1792, and opened on the 3rd of 12th mo., 
1792 under the cere of John Atkinson, teacher’ with 23 scholers. 
By a minute of Upper “vesham Monthly Meeting held 12th of lath mo., 
1795, it appears thet through a united action of Nvesham and Upper 
"veshem lonthly Meetings this school ceme under the cere of and be- 
cenme the property of Cropwell Preperetive Meeting at that time." 
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Regerding the "School House near Cropwell Creek", Elizabeth L. Ev- 
ens wrote in s paper she prepared for the centennial cslebretion of 
Cropwell Meeting in 1909:- “To the south-west, where the sturdy oak now 
stands on the-brink of the hill, in the field, is the site of the first 
Cropwell School building. This was e frame building surrounded by meny 
forest trees end the school wes ealweys under tha care of Friends. In 
earlisr days one Mértin “Woolsey, an "nglishman, taught school: here 
and on attencing the Yeerly Meeting in Philadelphia, took the Yellow 
Fever end died in this houss;*however, yeers end years have passed 
since the building wes moved to its praesent site, end school was held 
here until about twenty-five yeers ago, when it wes changed into e 
dwelling house. The care-teker of the Meeting Youse end Ground’ now 
lives in the present house." 

In the Buriel Ground herdby the Cropwell Meeting House are interred 
many of the tvens, "vens, Lippincott, Berton, Bellinger, Dernell, FKirk- 
bride, Gerdiner, YVinecomb, Atkinson, Haines, Saunders, Collins snd Vene- 
ble femilies, es well ss others whose rreves are unmerked by memorial 
stones. The premises about Cropwell Meeting House ere neat auu woil car- 
ed-for, the careteker living in the old schoolhouse on the grounds. There 
is no date-stone show on the Meeting House. 
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One end s helf miles southeast from Masonville, in Lumberton Town- 
ship of Burlington County, New Jersey, is a locality known by the name 
of Baston. Tt consists of but two or three houses, a small church, end 4 
Friends' pore Ae House, being practically s ferming district ond only a 
villege in neme. The Meeting Ilouse, a view of which is hidden from the 
Masonville epproach by « smell piece of woodland chiefly of evergreen 
trees, sits as quietly by the roadside es the little burial ground 4 
Berrie of it eppeers to the passer-by. There is no date of erection 

isible on its wells; but it cen boast of considerable ege, for the fol- 
Lees eee fron Bveshem Wonthly Meeting records, with en interven-_ 
ing comment by Dr. Michener, attest to the early establishment of the 
Meetings- ; 

"1803. Frisnds who live within the vicinity of Yaston schoolhouse 
request that two meetings in e month, for three months, may be held at 
‘thet plece, &c., which claiming the consideration of the meeting, wes 
grented." 
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"The meeting was continued by indulgence till 1810, when it wes es- 
teblished, with the privilege of a Prepstrative Meeting. The Preparative 
Meeting wes discontinued in 1827, and in the present year (1859):- 

"Friends were united in believing thet there was such a sinell num 
ber of Friends there that it would be best to discontinue the meeting 
for worship et that plece,- which was accordingly done." 

But Here Michener confines his notes of Eeston Meeting to their con- 
nection with the Hicksite brench of the Society of Friends. The Easton 
Meeting has been continued by the Orthodox branch to the present time, 
1937, end as en indulged meeting of Haddonfield and Salem Quarter of 
Phildadelphia Yearly Meeting, is held, though sna@all, on First-days fron 
Fifth to Tenth Months inclusive. 

From the Eveshem Monthly Meeting records, now at No. 302, Arch Strret, 
the following extrects have been obtained relative to ithe orgenization and 
establishment of Easton Meeting:- 

"12th Mo 1603 The preparetive meeting of Evesham inform thet Friends 
who live within the vicinity of Yaston School House request that two Meet- 
ings for worship in a month, for three: months, may be held eat that place, 
faid meetings to be held on the first & third first days following our 
Kionthly Meetings in the 12th lst and 2nd months, beginning at the llth 
hour Which claiming the solid attention of the Meeting, there appeared - 
@ concurrence in the appointment of the following Committee to unite 
with the Friends making said request in holding two Meetings at the pro- 
posed place, and at the times first mentioned, endeavour to feel after 
- their stste end report their sense thereon to next Meeting— Viz. Sem- 

uel Lippincott, Thomes Lippincott, Robert French, Williem Rogers, Gab- 
riel Davis snd John Roberts - " 

This, indulgence wes continued and wes reported eight successive 
times to Eveshem Monthly Meeting, and then on _ 

"Sth mo. 1808. They further request, that this meeting would teke 
into consideration the propriety of heving meetings established with a 
preparative meeting at Geston School Houfe eforefaid.- To have all their 
week Dey meetings held on fifth Days, end tho preparative meetings to be 
held the fifth Day preceeding Eveshem preparative Meotings: Which claim- 
ing the solid attention of the meeting were refered for the confideration 
of next mesting.- " 5 

"6th Mo. 1808 Agreeable to the conclufion of lest Meeting, the fur- 
ther Confideretion of the Msteblishing of Meetings at Zaston School Houfe, 
being weightily Deliberated upon; at appesred the Sense of the Meeting 
that the following friends be appointed, to take the weighty Subject under 
their care, proceed therein as way m&y open, and report to next Meeting; 
Vizt.- Job Haines, Hinchman Haines, William Rogers, Gebriel Davis, Jacob 
Borton and: John Mexel.-" 

"8th Mo 1808. The friends continued in the cafe of Esteblishing of 
Meetings at Easton school houfe, reported that they have several times 
mot, and weightily Deliberated thereon; and believed that the time was 
not fully come for the Ustablishment of Meetings there:~ with which this 
meeting concurs." 

Three more times it was reported as an indulged meeting to the Month- 
ly Meeting of Evesham, end then 

"4th Mo. 1810 The minute of our last quarterly meeting reletive to 
our request respecting the Establishment of meetings at Laston, being 
produced end read, importing as follows viz.- That our seid request was 
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concured with: And seid meetings are established accordingly:~- With a re- 
quest that this monthly meeting appoint a Committee to attend tho opening 
of the preparative meeting,- Job Haines, Hinchman Haines, Gabriel Devis, 

Williem Rogers Senr. and Stephen Morris sre eppointed to attend the open- 


‘ing seid meeting, and report to next meeting.- " 


The nest little Buriel Ground belonging to Easton Friends' Meeting, 
lies between the House and the strip of woodlend, and is inclosed by en 
unpretentious wire fence. There ere but comparatively few memorial stones 
to be seen, all of which conform to the modest requirements of the regu- 
lations of the Society of Friends, protruding only a few inches above the 
surface of the soil. The names of Albright, Engle, Stiles and Wfoolmen are 
emong those to be read on the headstones. 

Traditionelly, in the memory of some of the oldest members of Eas- 
ton and Evesham Meetings, the Meeting House at Easton wes built immedi- 
etely efter the establishment of a Preparative Voeting there, and it is 
generally end ressonebly believed to have been erected in 1811. 

The Friends' School at Easton wes kept for many years. It was open 
in 1872 for nine months, but there is no mention of it in the minutes of 
the meeting from 1872 to 1878. The building in which it was held was fi- 


nally sold to Ezra Wngle who demolished it about 1679. 
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Frequently celled......Mount Laurel Meeting. 
Meeting organized as early as...---..+-l694. 
First Meeting House built......-.seeeee 1698. 
Second Meeting House built......+-.--> + og 760i 
Proparstive Meeting established........1760. 
Monthly Meeting established..........+e1760. 
Meeting ‘Holsetenl arcades crs ssts ss r0s 1798. 
Hicksite Meeting discontinued.........- 
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Evesham or Mount Laurel Meeting House is situated about three miles 
southeast of Moorestown in Burlington County, New Jersey. In Hveshem 
feeting House after the Separation of 1827 end 1828, the two branches of 
Friends in that neighborhood continued to hold their mestings side by 
side in the same building, with the dividing shutters closed, until the 
Hicksite brench so dwindled in numbers es to cause their meetings to be 
discontinued, after which the House wes used by the Orthodox. In 1938 
Evesham is a Monthly Meeting of the Haddonfield and Selem Quarter of the 
Crthodox Friends of Philedelphia Yearly Meeting, just.as it had been 
Haddonfield Quarter of Hicksite Friends. Formerly it wes sometimes call- 
ed Lower Nveshem, but is now ususlly known, but not officially, as Mount 
Leurel, e names derived from tho hill beside which the Meeting House is. 
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built. This elevation of lend hes, since the early settlement of that 
portion of Burlington County, been variously designated ss Mount Pray, 
Mount Evens, @veshem Mount end Mount Leurel. Trsditionelly the last neme 
wes given to it. by Hennah Gillingham, e teecher in the schoolhouse that 
used to stand opposite the Meeting House on the eest side of Evesham 
Mount. She suggested the neme by reeson of the profuse growth of laurel 
(Kelmia latifolis) found on the hill, a suggestion which met popular 
approvel. Hence, since 1649,. when ea post-office was esteblished in the 
village, the name hes been Mount Leurel. Quoting from William R. Lippin- 
cott's "Traditions of Old Evesham Township", a pemphlet written in 1911, 
the following extrect applies to this Meeting;- 

"william Evens end Tlizebeth, his wife, cane from Wales about 1685. «4 
They landed et Burlington, end walked to Mount Leurel, mostly through un- & 
broken forests, inhebited only by Indiens. Their first hsbitstion was a q 
cave to the sast of whet is now Mount Leurel villege, noar a small swift-)9 
flowing streem......Williemn “vens was evidently a man who did justly and & 
loved mercy: he treated with the Indians in the spirit of truth end just- 
ice end not with a sword and fire water; no wonder his descendants have 
cnerished his memory, for he helped to plent the Province of West Jer- 
sey with liberty and lev. Ye have a record of a Friends' Meeting being 
held at his house in 1694, which Meeting was probably continued until 
the first Meeting House was built eat Mount Laurel, about 1698. The old 
pert of the praesent Mesting House was built in 1760 end one record says 
enlerged in 1790, but the date on the west end is 1798. On the 10th of 
the lst month, 1717, ‘Jilliem Evans end wife conveyed one acre end 32 
perches of lend to John Haines, John Sharp, Francis Austin, and Semuel 
Lippincott trustees appointed at a Monthly Meeting of Friends, held at 
Newton in the County of Gloucester, West New Jersey to be held by them 
in trust, for the benefit, uss and behoof of the said people, called 
Quakers, et Eveshem and thereabouts, 'end for e place to bury their 
dead'. Several purchases were made subsequently. Wveshem Monthly was 
established by Heddonfield Quarterly Meeting in 1760, and the Prepara- 
tive Meeting the seme year. “hoever will take a view of the old Meeting 
House on the north side where the ivy grows luxuriently will see thet a 
wing must at some time run out at. right engles to the present building; 
there is a depression in the ground near where this wing must have ; 
stood which tredition says was where en old well was filled up. Both the 4 
British troops end the Colonial Wilitie are seid to have occupied the 
old Meeting House at different times during the Revolutionery Wer. It 
is said thet the wing thet has been torn away wes used by the British 
aS a commissary department for e short time." a 

During a hundred yeers of its history Evesham Monthly Meeting "fos- | 
tered several schools within its limits." But the one located nearest 
the Meeting House, known as the Lower “vasham School, was at first held 
in the Meeting House, which, in 1792, "being very inconvenient for that 
purpose, a lot of ground was procured near the meeting house whereon 
a house wes to be built, end es number were named to secure deed for the 
property." This lot wss situated on the side of Evasham Mount directly 
opposite the Meating House and on the further side of the roed from 
the Master's House which wes erected near and back of the Masting House 
‘by the side of the public roed. The Master's dwelling is still standing 
in 1937, being occupied by the care-taker of the Meeting House property, 
but the schoolhouse has long ago disappeared. Another structure at the 
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intersection of the roads in front of the Meeting House served for & 
schoolhouse under the charge of the Meeting; but it’, too, is no longer 
used for such purposes. 

Lower “vesham School was in operation as early as 1796, when "it 
concluded from under the care of Jenes Griffiths. '" Among those who 
taught in it may be mentioned Willian YYood, John Jones, Abigeil Hunt 
(1798), Jenes Heminwey (1799-1805), Benjamin Lippincott, Edwerd Bul- 
lock (1817), Joshua Stevenson (1818-1820), Elizabeth Borton, Abigeil 
G. Bedford, Benjamin Buckman (1825-1826), Devid Hunt, Joshue Heines, 
Mary. H. Cooper, Benjemin M. Haines (1833), Henneh Gillingham (summer 
of 1833), William R. Lippincott, Phebe Williams, Semel Heines, Amy 
Borton, Mary Ann Lippincott, end Jecob Roberts (1840). 

The records show thet Hennan Gillingham taught seven months of the 
same yeer, 1838, thst Benjamin M. Haines taught four. The Lower Eves- 
ham School became defunct in 1864, and the records or minutes of the 
Meeting state:- “There hes been no school taught since last report, and 
there is no prospect of any; “le therefore recommend the sele of the 
property. There is a belance in the treasurer's hands of eight dollars 
and ninety-five cents.....which wes satisfactory to the meeting." 

There ere threa-greveyards at Mount Laurel with which Friends have 
head connection during the past or in the present. One of these is at 
the esstern end of the Meeting House end has long been ebendoned as a 
burial place; only a very few gravestones are in it. Another, Eldridge's 
Ground, kept in the best’ of order, is about half «= mile from the Meeting 
House near the road to tvesboro; and the third is somewhat neeror at 
Colementown on the way to Cox's Corner. In the lest there are few memor- 
isl stones, those seen being chiefly of the Borton, Gardiner, Haines, 
Darnell and Normart femilies. In Eldridge's Ground meny people of the 
past, both Friends and other denominations, have been interred. Among 
the nemes seen there are Ballinger, Crispin, “ves, “vens, French, Hew- 
lings, Merple, Moore, Shreve, Slitm, Vinecomb and Wills. Probebly the 
Oldest date found is 1764, the grave of one of the Bellinger femily. 


See Adldenda, Page AES , for furter informahon, 
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; Meeting orgenized about.....-...-1700. 
a Meeting established ebout.......1728. 


Meeting House built......++.+.-.1744, 

Sacond Mesting House built...... 

Business \eetings laid dowm.....1843. 

Meeting discontinued about......1872. 

House mece into eo dwelling......1@74. 
‘Meeting House burnt. .cess seco es lLOSQ. | 
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Leeds Point is situeted in the eastern pert of the mainlend of 
Atlantic County, N.J., close to tho Greet Bey, in Gel lowey Tovmship, neer 
the full width of the county from Greet Ege Herbor. Atlantic County, which: 
wes set off from Gloucester County in 1837, wes eerly settled by members | 
of the Society of Friends. 

"In 1676 the province of West Jersey (the Mullica river wes the di- 
viding line between Nast end Yest Jersey) passed under the couvrol of 
Williem Penn. The liberal code of laws instituted by Penn induced four 
hundred families of Friends to settle in the Province the first year. Meny | 
femilies in Atlantic County trace their lineage to thoss:first Quaker fam: 
jilies. The Leeds were Quekers. A Friends Society was orgenized end a meet- 
ing house built about this time near Leeds Point. This old meeting house 
hac since been converted into e store end dwelling." So it is stated by 
John fF. Hall in his "History of Atlentic County" in 1900. He also writes:- 
"The house recently occupied by Absolom Higbee at Leeds Point, since the 
services were discontinued in 1843. was the second and better Friends’ 
Meeting House that succeeded the first crude smell building which stood 
for many years adjacent to the present Smithville M. @. church." 

The following minute from the Great Egg, Harbour Monthly Meeting 
sets the date of erection of the Meeting House of Gellowey Friends:- 

9mo. 4th 1744.- "At said meeting our Friend Japhet Leeds was re- 
ceiv'd es a member of this meeting. At Sd meeting the Friends of the uper 
tnd of the Shore requests leave to build 8 Meeting House The meeting 
edjo-s to the usual time end place." 

Mrs. Leah Bleckmen, in her "History of Little @gg Harbor Townéhip", 
1879, mekes note:- "About 1728, a meeting for worship was established 
et the ‘widow' Deboreh Leeds' house, near Lesds' Point, which wes contin- 
ued until e few yeers past, when the meeting was leid down end the re- 
cords removed." 

These seen to be the meager items of printed history concerning the 
Leeds Point Friends' Meeting, which, in its days of active existence, be- 
longed to Haddonfield and Salem Quarter of Philadelphia Yeerly Meeting 
of Orthodox Friends. 

The following communication, dated Sixth Month 3rd, 1929, from J. 
Henry Bartlett of Tuckerton, N.J., gives a few interesting facts about 
this Meeting locality:- "The originel Leeds Point Iisoting house stood 
where the Immtus Chapel now stands et Smithville Cann mile from Leeds 
Ft.) The greveyerd adjoining is the meeting graveyard but wes surrend- 
ered to the community by Haddonfield Monthly Meeting probably nesr 1870. 
My grendfather Japhet Leeds is buried there. This (Gelloway) meeting 
was probebly 17th century, certainly not later then 1700 when the first 
Jephet Leeds settled et Leeds Point. The burial ground on the old Leeds 
plentetion at the Point wes a femily ground. Felix Leeds is buried 
there." 

By this commnicetion it is to be noticed that the term Galloway, 
the neme of the towmship in which Leeds Point is situated, is applied 
to the Meeting. 

In response to inquiries made of Ifr. Fred Higbee, who, in 1929, 
lives near the locetion of the former Friends’ Meeting House, the fol- 
lowing answer was forwarded, May 27, 1929:- "I will do my best to tell 
you what I cen about the Friends Meeting house. I myself cen not remen- 
ber anything of it but have heard the old folks speek of it. I have in- 
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quired of the old folks around here whet they could remember of it or 
knew. I find two old ladies who said they had attended meetings there 
when they were young girls and as near es I could find out there had 
been no meetings in the meeting house for around 60 years, 6s it hes 
been made a dwelling for around 55 years. The back part of the house 
was the meeting house with the front part built later. I myself can: 
remember when the Friencs from away ceme here a number of times end 
sometimes held meetings in the Methodist Church and sometimes in the 
Presbyterien Church, but I should say the last of these was held 15 
or £0 years ego. As to the ago of the building I can ‘give no idee of 
it but was talking to eo lady eighty-three yeers old to-day and she 
said it was built before she could remember and she seid it stood 
idle a number of yeers after there were no meetings in it before it 
was sold for 6 dwelling. I find the cemetery at the corner of the At- 
lantic Coest Highwey end the Moss Mill Road was the Frioends' grave- 
yerd and was turned over to the Methodist Church for the upkeep of it. 
This is said to be @ very old graveyard." ; 

A visit to the Leeds Point locality in 1929, tha pleasure of tho 
visit being due to Cherles H. Persons of Atlentic City on July 27th, 
brings to light the pressnt condition of the Queker remains in that 
section of the county and state. On the Moss Mill Moed eastward from 
the Atlentic Coast Highway, and nearly opposite the residence of Mr 
Fred Wigbee, is the dwelling house, the rear portion of which formerly 
wes the Friends' Meeting House. The weather-boarding attests to the un- 
certain age of the structure, for the bosrds ere irregular in their 
width and all are wider then thoso used during the last fifty years or 
more of the sighteonth century. Of course no dete was put on the build 
ing, for it wes not customary to put the dete of erection on frame buil 
ings. 

Not far beyond the dwelling, et the intersection of the Moss Mill 
Roed with the Atlentic Coest Highway, is the Methodist Church nemod Wm- 
maus, on the site of the former Friends’ Meeting House. There is the 
graveyard in which the Friends of Leeds Point or Gelloway, buried their 
dead. 
The Methodist Church, celled Emmaus, with ite adjoining Burial 
Ground, merks tho originel site of the Quaker Moeting House. There are 
a large number of old graves in the cemetery marked with rude unlotter- 
ed field-stones, and among the many marble end grenite headstones for 
later generetions are records concerning the femilies of Bowen, Higbee, 
Leeds, Mowlds, Risley, Sooy, Stricklend end others. On the same Noes 
Will Road, about half ae mile beyond the crossing of the highways, ise 
enother interesting graveyard by the edge of the woods, unkempt and ne~ 
glected in appeerance, being over-run by wild dewberry vines, blooming 
cinquefoil and young huckleberry bushes. There are meny graves marked 
with unlettered, deteless, rough iron-etone momoriel tablets, doubt- 
less the resting places of early inhabitents of the neighborhood, while 
other headstones record the nemes of Blackman, Bowen, Clark, Higboe, 
Nixon, Scull, Somers, Sooy end others, of which somo ara Nuaker names 
of Atlentic County. But this weg not # Friends' burial ground. In one 
extrone corner of the cemetery is the grave of Job Conover. The head 
etone bears this inscription:~ "Sacred to the Memory of Job Conover whe 
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gied February Sth, 1859 oged 68 years and 5 months," In the southwest~ 
ern pert of the yerd is e femily lot in which the graves sre, with one 
exception, indicated by unmerked head end foot-stones of crude field- 

stones; the one merked heedstone beers the neme of Clark. This ground _ 
is en old cemetery of the Methodist persuasion. : 

Leeds Point Friends' Meeting was officially known as Galloway, 
from the township in which it is located, and is so designated in the 
minutes of Great Mee Herbor Monthly Meetings. Tho tullowing minute was 
made 4th Mo. 3, 1843:- "“benezer Roberts, Joseph Nvans, Tlizabeth 
Reedman, and Amy Jones, a part of the comnittes appointed to take into 
consideretion the Expediency of discontinuing the Monthly and prepara- 
tive meeting attended this meeting with a meeting of their appointment 
(the other members being Hinchnen Heines, Henry Yerrington, Ebenezer 
Roberts, Joseph tves, John M. Kaighn and Semuel Nicholson.) 

Business meetings at Galloway ceased after 6th Mo. 15, 1843, and 
only meetings for worship were afterwards allowed and "So ordered by 
Neddonfield Quarterly Mectinzg at Tweshem. Devid Roberts Clerk." 

The following communication from Richard D. ponee ae Insurence 
Adjuster of Camden, N.J., dated September 2nd, 1938, gives the final 
picture of the Galloway Friends’ Meeting House at Leeds Point:- "In 
acknowledgment of your inquiry of September lst, 1938, concerning the 
destruction by fire of 8 dwelling house near Leeds Point, which had 
been previously used as a Friends' Meeting House, pleese be-édvised 
thet the structure was totelly destroyed by fire on May 10th, 1932, a- 
bout 11.30 o'clock P.M. The property wes situeted on the Moss Mill 
Roed, Leeds Point, being the main road from Leads Point to Smithville, 
Gellowsy Township, Atlentic County, New Jersey, end wes directly oppo- 
site the dwelling of Mr. Fred Higbee, and is undoubtedly the property 
to which you refer. For sometime prior to the fire, the building hac 
been used for dwelling purposes, however, at the time of the fire, it 
wes vacant." 
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eeting established about..sseeeeeeeee ssl 702. 
Bary Meetings held in........Somers hisnsicn. 
Monthly Meeting established......++++.-..1726. 
Monthly Meeting discontinued.......-.++.1843. 
AK subordinate Meeting at.........Bekersville. 
Location at...Somers Foint, Atlentic Co. N.J. 
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In the pest and early history of the Society of Friends in America, 

Great "gg Harbor Meeting was en importent one. It wes esteblished early; 
for, wrote Semuel Smith,~- "The first convincement of Friends about Great 
.Egg Harbor, wes about the yeer 1702; since which, meetings heve been set- 
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‘tled there, and two meeting-houses built." Ezra Michener stated in 
1859:- "It is probable thet one of the houses referred to, wes thet of 
Cape May. The meeting at Great Beg Harbor has been discontinued, end 
the few remaining members attached to Greenwich." 

Creat Egg Harbor , with Cape Mey, wes a Monthly Meeting esteblish- 
ed in 1726, the year in which the first minutes of the Meeting were re- 
corded, end continued until 1843, a period of one hundred and seventean 
years, The original Minute Books of the Meeting are preserved in the 
Fireproof veult at No. 302 Arch Street, Philadelphia. Tho first page of 
the records records the statement the "Greet Ugg Harbour" Monthly Meet- 
ing was granted eat Haddonfield "this tenth Dey of ye Sth mo 1726 " 

The Meeting belonged to the Salem Quarter of Philadelphia Yeerly 
Meeting, but, upon the setting off of Haddonfield from Selem in 1794, it 
was attached to Heddonfield with which Quarter it remained until its 
meetings were discontinued at acdate somewhet uncortein, elthough es a 
Monthly Meeting it was leid down in 1843, send its minutes wera then no 
longer kept up. The record of the births and deeths in the Greet Egg Har- 
bor Meeting began in 1693, showing the Meeting wes in existence much 
earlier than 1702, the time of its establishment according to Semuel 
Smith. Thet record was kept up until 1841, two years previous to the dis- 
continuance of the Monthly Meeting. In 1812 Great "gg Harbor embraced two 
meetings called Upper and Lower Great Eeg Harbor, which doubtles were the 
feetings held et Galloway and at Somers. Point. 

In 1929 this Meeting has become so mucn like a dream of the past 
that even the identical location of its places of worship are a little 
puzzling, but it is reasonable to believe they were near Greet Egg Har- 
bor Bay, the Lower Great Egg Herbor Meeting at Somers Point and at Ba- 
kersville. In the "History of Atlantic County" by John F. Hall, 1900, 
the following note occurs:- "In 1676 Yilliem Penn and his associate 
Friends brought 400 families to settle in West Jersey. Some of these lo- 
cated on lends now included in Atlentic County. As early as 1728 there 
were three selected places for holding Friends’ meetings; at Leeds Point, 
at Absecon and at Somers' Point. The old Richard ea mension at the 
latter place is still stendirig where Friends' meetings were held. Per~ 
sons still living (1900) can remember the old Friends ive House at 
Bakersville, opposite Central M. E. Church." 

In Leeh Bleckman's "History of Little Egg Harbor" is found this as- 
sertion:- "These pioneers (of Atlantic. County) were mostly members of 
the religious Society of Friends, end established meetings in several 
places along the shore. Perhaps the firet in Atlentic County was at Som- 
ers Point, by John Somers, Jonethsn Adems, John Scull, Jonas Valentine 
and Peter Conover, ebout the year 1695. The oldest preserved records 
show thet in the year 1726 e monthly meeting of Friends wes held at Rich- 
erd Somers' house, on the “gg Harbor side, and at Rebecce Garretson'n hous 
on the Cape Mey side, alternately, end week day dpe for worship, 
were @lso held, perhaps from the date first named. 

The early Somers femily were members of Friends. The progenitor, John 
Somers, wes born in Yorcester, Englend, in 1640 end died in 1723 end was 
buried in the old Somers Burial Ground eat Somers Point. His oldest son, 
Richard Somers, built the Somere Mension in which Friends meetings were 
once held. His son, Col. Richard Somers wes en active hig in the Ameri- 
cen Revolution, while Cept. Richard Somers, born Sept. 15, 1778, son of 
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Col. Richard, was the daring commander of the Intrepiq who lost his 
life, Sept. 4, 1804, in the harbor of Tripoli. a, 

A visit to Somers Point in July, 1929, brings to light some inter- 
esting remains of local Friends history. The old Somers Mension, built 
in 1712 by Richard Somesr, now close to the reilroed station, is in ex- 
cellent state of repair, standing on a high elevation of ground, and ig 
attractive with ite quaintness end its historic worth. About ® quarter 
of a mile distant from it is the Somers Burial Ground; a small enclos- 
ure in the center of which is an old field-stone bearing the initials 
"Rs SS." All the stones in this burial plot, excepting two, beer the 
family name of Somers, the exceptions being in memory of two infsnt sone 
of VY. &. and M. B. Breddock. There is. en air of neglect ebout the place, 
end the tell merbles marking Mark Somers' grave lie prone on the ground. 
Not so those of Jesse Somers who diad Jen. 24, 1858, aged 94yrs. 3mo. 
end 25 deys, and of Dr. Job Braddock Somers, born June 17, 1840, died 
Apis wes 2895.0 

Further research in the story of Great Egg Herbor Friends' Meeting 
uncovers a few interesting facts snd definitely locates the Meeting 
House at Somers Foint. Frank H. Stewart of Yoodbury, N. J., President 
of the Gloucester County Historical Society, on July 31, 1918, visited 
Somers Foint where he interviewed e certain Mrs. Anderson who remember- 
ad the old Mesting House and recalled its appearance so accurately that 
he made e drewing of the building from her description. Quoting Mr. Stew- 
ert's own words:- "The most important recollections of Mrs. Anderson is 
her knowlecge of the old Queker meeting-house of Somers Foint, in which 
she pleyed as e@ child, of which T mede a sketch, following her descript- 
ion. She seid it looked exactly like it. It wes e& one-and-a-helf-story © 
affair, the one-helf story beins the attic. Tt hed e central door with 
windows each side. At one end, towards the west, was a lergée brick chim- 
ney from the ground to the peek of the roof. At the eastern end of the 

building wes a window. It hed cedar shingles end weather-board sides and 
ends. It faced Oceen City end stood at what is now the southwes corner 
of New York Avenue end Main Street. It was inherited by her uncl’, Jesse 
who cut it in half es » tenent dwelling end moved the,other heli 
to the hollow next to Ceptain Sooy's house, north side, end used it 68 a 
blacksuith shop. The meeting-house stood on & knoll within a long stone's 
throw of the grave of Colonel Richard Somers, who died October 22, 1794." 
At Bekersville, north of Somers Point, is the site of enother Meeting 
House of the Society of Friends, now long ego passed away; the remeins of 
its Buriel Ground in the middle of the Methodist Graveyerd having been 
merked by the Society of Friends in recent years to retain its historic- 
al RRC f Marble corner posts end o prostrate slab beeéring the words 
FRIENDS BURYING GROUND 
merk ihe place. In the oblong space are very few memorial stones, but 
close about it a great many tall headstones beer the nemes of the Somers 
family. 

NOTE. From the originel Minute Books of Great Wgg Herbor Monthly 
Neeting now kept in the fireproof veult et No- 302 arch Street, Phile- 
delphia, the following information was obtained by research made by the 
compiler of these notes during the summer of 1938. 

Under date of "10m 3 1785" this minute may heve reference possibly 
to the Heeting property at Bekersville. 
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"The Friends Appointed to ufe there indeavours to precure & Loteor 
ground for the purpofe of Building a meetinghouse on, Reported, thet. 
they had a lot of Ground Grented by word of mouth-- for thet purpofe, 
therefore it is Continued Under the care of the Seme Friends to get the 
lot Run out, And make wey for to precure, A Deed for the Sane, the Meet- 
ing Adjournes ontil the Ufual time end place " 

The final page of the Greet “gg Herbor Monthly Meeting Minutes 
this closing informations- «°° .. 

"Heddonfield Quarterly Meeting held at. Evesham 6 lo 15th, 1643 / ‘The 
Committes appointed at lest meeting on the proposition from hee Harbour 
produced the following report; which on deliberate consideretion is unit- 
ed with end Adopted, women friends concurring therein viz. 

To Heddonfield Quarterly Meeting The joint Comnittee appointed on 
the proposition brought up from "géE Herbour Monthly Meeting &c. report 
that pert of thsir number attended seid meeting end visited ell ths fein- 
ilies comprising it; and having twice met upon solid consideretion and 
free exprefsion of Sentiment, do with much unsnimity egree to propose 
the discontinuence of their Monthly Meeting end ettach the remaining 
members to Keddonfield Monthly meeting retaining the meeting for Wor- 
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“ship at Galloway on first end fifth dey 6s heretofore elso the prepare- 


tive meeting to be held jointly by men and women friends. The change to 
take place: from this time : 
Signed on behelf of the Committee 6 Mo 14th 1843 by 
Henry “Yarrington 
Elizabeth L Redman 
wxtrected from the minutes 
Devid Roberts O1lk " 
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Meeting established sie Ais Moe RR EE pene OPP HSS 
Monthly Meeting established EDOM bore nore ha 
Friends’ School begen as eerly 6s--.---1715. 
First Meeting House DU brevet discs ays arecel «tant odes 
Quarterly Meeting Bstablignede<vaseserelivte 
Second Meeting House DUE hep Kuelu ada eae ha 
licksite Meeting House built......-.-.-1651. 
Locstion, Hiekditeb.ssecvo ees BLLIS Street. 
Locetion, Orthodox,.....+-.--Friencs avenue. 
Heddonfield, N. J.» 
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Heddonfield Friends' Meeting gives its name to one of the Quarters 
of Philadelphie Yearly Meeting for both branches of the Society. For the 
Hicksites it includes the Monthly Meetings of HNaddonfield, Chester or 
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Moorestown as it is usuelly designated, Medford end Westfield, the last 
being added to the list in 1921. The Preperetive Meetings of the Hicksite 
brench were Haddonfield, Moorestowm, Eveshem, Medford, Newton (Cemden) 
enc VYestfield. In the Orthodox brench of the Society the Monthly Meetings 
embraced in the Quarter ere Haddonfield, Chester (Moorestown), Tvesham 
(Mount Laurel), Upper Tvesham (Medford), Selem und Woodbury, while the 
Perticular or Indulged Meetings include Westfield, Eeston, Cropwell, At- 
lentic City, Yoodstown, Yoodbury, Sslem end formerly Geallowey or Leeds 
Point, long sincs discontinued. 

From 1695 when a meeting wes first esteblished at Haddonfield, to 
1721, when ® house wes built on ground given by John Mstéugh, meetings 
for worship were held alternstely at Newton end in the private home of 
Thomes Shackles (probably nesr Hedconfield) and were a part of Glouces- 
ter end Selem. So it appeers to have continued until 1794 when , accord- 
ing to the following ee of one of the business meetings, en import- 
ent chenge was medcers- ” 

"By minute of the Querterly Meeting of Gloucester end Selem, it ap- 
pears thet meeting agreed to propose to the Yearly Meeting to constitute 
two Querterly Meetings within its limits. One to be comprised of the 
fonthly Meetings of Nveshem, Heddonfield, Greet Egg Herbor, and Cape May, 
to be distinguished by the name of Heddonfield Quarterly Meeting." This’ 
Querterly Meeting seens to have been held alternately et Heddorfield and 
Evesham until 1631 when it circulated also to Moorestown and Medford. 
This infornation is obteined from Uzre Michener's "Retrospect of Early 
Quekerism." 

The two Friends’ Meeting Houses in Haddonfield of the present time, 
1937, were both built in 1851. The Hicksite Meeting House with the date 
on the front wall under the eaves, is located on Sllis Street, which it 
faces, end Yelnut Street. It is built of bricks end is planned from the 
genersl style of the old-time mesting houses. It ig about twice as long 
as it is deep, hes two windows in the resr, back of the fecing benches 
or ministers' gelleries, end plenty of others at the front and ends, two 
“smell covered porches in front and one et either end. Closing shutters 
divide the assembly-room in two sequel perts, one side being for women 
Friends in the dsys of the past, the other for the mele mambers, until 
the congregation, in later yeers, beceme so reduced in numbers as to 
werrent only a helf of the house being heeted and used for the usual 
First-day meetings for worship. With that chenge it wes customary to use 
the sastern end of the house during the winter season and the western 
end durins tho remeinder of the yeer. 

Formerly there was an elementary dey school belonging to this Meet- 
ing of the Hicksite brench which wee conducted in a small frame structure, 
erected at the time the Meeting House wes built, at the western side of 
the yard. The school wes laid dowm many years ago and the little school- 
house, demolished, now exists only in the memory of a few individuals. 

The Orthodox Friends’ Meeting House at Leke Street and Friends Ave- 
nue has the date 1651 in the eestern Bene es It is built neer where the 
old Meeting House used to stand ue feces the picturesque Burial Ground. 
Its style of erchitecturs ae ioe to thet of the Meeting House 
on Willis Street and it is also ate of bricks. Tts meeting, howev- 
er, is fer nore flourishing in 1937 than the Hicksite meetin in the sane 
town, yet the letter has gained much in strength during the pessing of the 
last ten yeers. 
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* An elementary school is connected with the Orthodox Meeting at Hed- 
\ donfisld, which, excepting the Kindsrgarten which convenes in an apart- 
a ment at the reer of the Meeting House, occupies a building, No. 47, 

\; Heddon Avenue, a short distence from the place of worship. This school- 
i house, strongly resembling a privete residence, has beon in use, off 


and on, for its present purposes, since 1790. Quoting from the school 
circuler issued in 1928, the following is interesting:- "As early as 
1667 the Society of Friends was forming its ecucational policy. At the. 
time George Fox urged Friends to esteblish schools, William Fenn was 
also & forceful advocate of education in the Friends' settlements in 
America. In 1715 Heddonfield hed a school at the hows of Jonathan Bol- 
ton, enc by 1720 e school was esteblished near the meeting house anc 
hes been continued ever since. The present interesting colonie!: brick 
q building hes been remodeled and modernized from time to tine, but still 
retains a homelike etnosphere, which is reflected in tne attitude of 
the whole school femily." | 

The lerge picturesque Friends’ Burial Ground between the Meeting 
4 House on Friends Avenue end Haddon Avenue on the south side, being sep- 
44 erated from the lerger thoroughfars by a substential well, is used by 
both brenches of the Society for their cemetery. It hes neny menoriel 
stones, all neatly similer and inconspicuous, es in Friendly custom, 
telling of verious members of the Nicholson, Clement, Boll, Albertson, 
Rulon, Heines, Burrough and other fanilies, who for times past and gone 
heve figured in the annels of Haddonfield Friends Meeting. Through the 
greveyard from erst to west extends a very perceptible little glen or 
volley, which, with its border of encient trees, adds grestly to the 
beauty of the spot. ‘ithin the precincts of this graveyerd, Wlizabeth 
Haddon, fron whom MNeddonfield derived its neme, lies buried in en un- 
marked grave. But the fact is comnemorated in a tablet attached to one 
of the encient buttonwood trees by the well. This is the stetement:- 
"In memory of Elizabeth Haddon deughter of John Heddon wife of John 
Wsteugh. She wes’ founder end proprietor of Haddonfield, N. J. Born 1680- 
Emigrated 1701 Merried 1702 Died 1762. Buried neer this tablet. Origin- 
etor of the Friends Meeting here esteblished in 1721. A woman remarka~ 
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Hopewell Friends’ Meeting, established in 1805, was a Preparative 
feeting under the caro of Upper Tvoshem Monthly Meeting, and hence be- 
longed to the Heddonfield Querter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. How 
long it continued in existence seems to be unknown in 1929, while its 
house of worship hes long ago disappeered, yet its Buriel Ground proves 
its location to the interested entiquerian searching for Quakor Meeting 
history. But its locetion, close to the little railroad station called 
Wlorence, in ‘Yinslow Townshib of Cemden County, rather points to the i- 
dea that it wes not given the name of the township as wes ususlly the 
custom in neming meetings end meeting houses. By its location, es sug- 
gested by e@ visit to the place during the summer of 1929, shows that 
Hopewell Meetinz, though only a matter of ea dozen miles froin Medford, 
New Jersey, the parent Mesting, wes surely in the wilderness, for even 
now it is isolated, surrounded by the wild growth of stunted scrub oeks 
and other trees of tho New Jersey forest tracts. 

Approached by a sendy road in the woods, the Mopewell Greveyard 
is quite out of sizht until the visitor comes within a few yards of it. 
It is an oblong shaped enclosure surrounded by a neat iron fence and is 


well filled with graves, meny of which are unmarked, or only indicated 


by rude field stones or little bricks. In one instance a wooden head- 
stones about two feet high showed indications of having hed a lengthy in- 
scription neatly cut upon its smooth surface, all of which hes become 
illegible by the wosr of the weather end time. Some family lots are in- 
closed with railings of different patterns, end one with the greves un- 
marked is made conspicuous by a primitive cross constructed of birch-— 
wood, or @ close imitstion. 

The light sendy soil is not conducive to o growth of grass, excep- 
ting thet wiry dull green veriety of the pine woods; so in parts of the 
ground the graves are clear of ell vegetation; but generally there is 


plenty of sweet fern (Myrice asplenifolie), low-running dewboerry (Rubus 


canedonsus), smell hucklseberry bushes and wild weeds; such os prevail 
in sendy regions. Attempts have been made to trensplent blossoming 
plents to this greveyerd and with noteble success in the case of e root 
of the Spsnish bayonet (Yucca filementose) which flourishes luxuriantly 
in a Norcross femily lot. ’ 

There are several indicetions of care on the part of the living 
for the sepulchres of their dead and the memoriel stones show to advan 
tage recording that members of the families of Braddock, Brown, Duble, 
Husted, Kirchenbower, Norcross, Paul, Peacock, Penn, Sherp, Stoy, Wells, 
and others sleep hero. ‘In the Kirchenbowor (spelt elso Kirkenbower) 
fenily row pre six little greves each carefully marked with name, age, 
Bnd date of death; Tlnora 4 deye, Apr. 2, 1855; Charles 1 day Nov. 18, 
1857; Leura 12 deys, May 14, 1859; Roselle 8 days, Dec. 11, 1860; ann 
Me. 7 weoks, Fob. 5, 18623 and @mma, 4 months 8 days, June 25, 1863. 
Closo to these is enother similar row of little greves with christien 
nemes only, end without either eges or dates. 

In the extreme corner of the grounds is ® row of graves of tho 
Fenn femily; Thomes Fenn who died December 20, 1621, his. wifo Ruth end 
others of the household. The nene sounds Friendly, so do & few others, 
but there ere no inscriptions in the cemetery put in Queker feshion. 
The nene most frequently seen is thet of Norcross. Two prominent mar~ 
bles indiceta the resting pleces of Crofty Kirchenbower who died June 
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17, 1866 seged 65 yeers end 10 months, end Hannah Norcross, wife of 
Crofty Kirchenbower, born October 11, 1823, died July 8, 1897. Both 
headstones @rg merked ‘In lemory of", end on thet of Crofty Kirchen- 
bower are several lines of verse sssertine his virtues end detailing 
his femily's esteen end love for hin. 

At the time of the Centennial Anniversary of the Medford Friends' 
Meeting House in 1914, Joshua S. Wills, in his historical sketch, men- 
tions lopewvell Meetinc, seyine:- "There wes once a meeting under the care 
of Upper “veshamn Monthly Meeting, celled Hopewell. As we find from the 
minutes of women Friends sat Unper “veshem, dated Vighth-day, Twelfth 
Month, 1804, where men’s nesting informs women's mesatins thet the 
Friencs of New Hopewell request liberty of holding meetings of worship 
end & preparative meeting there. It was left with e« comnittee for con- 
sideretion: The next Monthly Meeting, the twelfth day of First Month, 
1805, the counittee reported favorebly, snd the meetins vas established 
subject to the anrrovsl of the REE OTLY, Meeting. aA minute of thie meet-. 
eae Seventh Month 2, 1806, stetes that a minute was received 
from the Querterly hieeting, bad oe @® maeting et Hopewell. 

WAfter ingtiiry end some research of old péperc, which said it was 
con the roed from Greet “ge Herbor to Fhilaédelphis, we have succeeded i 
meeting-house stood. Ye found it near Flor- 
ences ese apaiee on a jon of the Philadelphia and 
Retding Reilroad, ebout four mils eest from Berlin, and twelve 
miles from Medford. IT suppose the Hopewell read from Taunton received 
its name from Friends traveling over it to mesting. 

"The buriel-frovund was ell there wes to merk the place. The field 
stones &t some of the greves were undoubtedly the merks of Friends' 
graves. The yerd is nov apprecieted by people in the neighborhood, and 
is used by them for burial purposes, end is kept in good condition. I 
have not been able to éecertain when this meeting wes discontinuede The 
first deed of conveyence for this property of two acres wes made- by Jon- 
athan Jones and Mary his wife, dated the fifth dey of Twelfth Month, 
1798, to trustees eppointed by this meeting." 
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Leter Informetion.. | 
Under the name of "New Hopewell"', Hopewell Friends' Meeting ra~. 
ceived lengthy note in Frowell's "History of Cemden County," in 1€86. 
Though embracing come of those chronic errors that ere bound to attach 
themselves to such local historical seketches, it is interesting. The 
‘following is the article as copied by Mr. Herry Marvin, President of 
the Cemden County Historical Society in 1938:~- 

"New Hopewell (Friends) Meeting House.- About the middle of the 
last century (1750 +) & number of Friends settled in what is now the 
upper pert of “Tinslow township, where they eoon esteblishad a meeting. 
For this purpose several ecres of lend were secured from eee Nor= 
cross, on the olé "gg Herbor road, ebout two miles from “ilton Station, 
end below the mein line of the Phile. and Atlentic City Rod Upon this 
wes built a smell, plein, one-story frame meeting-house end & grave- 
yera wes opened.on the seme ground, which was occupied abeut SO years. 
The principal founders and members of the meeting were “Jillian Norcross 
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and his sons, Uriah and Job, Thomas Penn, Geoese Sloan, Jonathan Jones, 
Jchn Brown, Abrahsem Yetson, Abrehem Browm, John Shinn, Jemes Thornton, 
Williem Peacock, Déevid Tice, William Boulton, Isaiah Clutch, John Du- 
ble, and Joseph Feacock. Of these John Shinn was e speeker of power 
end eloquence, who took up hig residence in this locality to oscape 
the preiss of those who @dmired his preeching in the older meetings. In 
his own words this purpose was expressed: 'I ceme tc these wilds to a- 
void the preise of men, lest*I became vain and forget the fser of the 
Lora.' The neturel sterility of the scil end the lecation of the meet- 
ing-house on a road which wes geldom traveled, efter more direct thor- 
oughferes were opened, wes unfavorable to the prosperity of the mevt- 
ing, which was now only irregularly held, under the direction of the 
Mveshem Monthly Meeting. This reletion is shown from a minute of the 
latter meeting, Second Month 8, 1794: . 

‘Friends appointed in 1] Mo. last, to heve the oversight of the 
meeting held et a plece called New Hopewell, reported their ettention 
thereto, end that Friends there were careful in the ettendance there- 
of. And the Friends who constitute thet meeting request liberty to hold 
meetings es heretofore for three months, which the meeting taking into 
consideretion unites in the continuence thereof, for two months, and 
Enoch Wvens, Is&ec Boulton, Joshue Stokes and Ephreim Stratton fre ap- 
pointed to have the oversight thereof end to report to this meeting in 
4th Mo. next.' 

The arrangement wes continued some years, when tho death of some 
of the older Frionds and the removal of others has so much diminished 
the membership thet the meeting was finally 'leid Dowvm' in 1819, and 
- the later business records removed to Zveshem, Burlington County, where 
they now remein, in charge of the clerk of that meeting. From thom may 
be obtained in regard to femilies, now wholly extinct, which would as- 
sist in unraveling many genealogical difficulties connected with the 
first settlers of this pert of the country. After 1820 the old meeting- 
house wes moved by Job Norcross, and rebuilt as e two-story dwelling, 
on the Blue Anchor road, not quite 8 mile from its old site, where it 
is now occupied (1886) as the home of William Norcross. The graveyard 
was preserved by the Friends, end burials of their descendants. have 
since been made there. It is the only reminder of tne once femilier 
lendmark, which was the centre of 8. populous settloment of professing 
Christiens, who heve long since péssed away. Although the nsme of many 
Gre no longer remembered, the impress of their consistent lives may 
yet be seen in the best .treditions of the neighborhood. Their influ- 
ence for truth end justice continues to this day. 

In 1882 the Friends relinquished their interest in the greveyard 
in fevor of the people of Winslow, who selected a board of trustees 
to control the same, The members were Samuel T. Peacock, Job Eldridge, 
Matthias Simmermen, George Norcross and George Peecock. Under their 
direction the cemetery wes substentially inclosed, and though in 4 
spot isolated from any other kind of improvement it shows the care 
which is bastowed on it. In the ground are the following marked 
fravess 

Job Norcross died in 1854 aged 75 years 
Rev. Benj. Y. Theckera died 1864 aged 74 years 
4nn Theckara died 1857 aged 73 years 
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Elizabeth Theckara died 1847 eged 44 years. 
Thomas Penn died 1831 aged 80 years 

Ruth Penn died 1837 aged 81 years 

George Penn died 1863 aged 73 years 

Sereh Penn died 1795 aged 3 years 

Joseph Peacock died 1855 aged 71 years 
Tamar Peacock died 1869 aged 81 years 
James Ware died 1865 aged 65 years 
Ruth Ware died 1855 aged 57. years ‘ 
Joshua Eldridge died 1851 aged 87 years 
Any Eldridge died 1846 aged 72 years 

Jemes Githens died 1864 aged 52 years " 


During the early part of the year 1938, George DeCou of Moorestown, 
NedJ., examined the Minute Books of Evesham and Upper Evesham Monthly 
Meetings, and from them obteined the following information releting to 
Hopewell Meeting. These notes give an authentic story of Hopewell, re- 


‘adjusts some of the statements in the foregoing account in the "History 


of Camden County" and corroborstes others. 

Eveshem Monthly Meeting, llmo. 9, 1792.- "Friends from the prepsér- 
ative meeting from Upper @veshem (reported) that divers of their members 
residing at a distance from said meeting, havo requested the liberty of 
holding @ moeting for worship at a house of Jonathan Jones every other 
first day during the 12th, lst end 3rd months next ensuing, beginning 
at the eleventh Hour, which efter being weightily deliberated upon, uni- 
ted the Meeting in the nomination of John Collins (and others) to meet 
with them at the time end place proposed, the first day preceeding our 
next Mo Meeting to feel after their situstion and report their sense 
thereon to next Meeting." 

12mo. 7, 1792.- The committee reported, recommending holding the 
meeting proposed under the care of a comnittse of this meeting. 

limo. @, 1793. Permission granted to continue the meeting for three 
months. The minute reads in parts "Friends at Mew Hopewell requested 
liberty to hold meetings for worship at a house of Jonathan Jones." 
This is the first time the meeting is celled New Hopewell. (The request 
came from Upper "vesham Preperetive Meeting.) 

10mo. 6, 1798.- At Upper Evesham. "Friends st New Hopewell inform- 
ing thet they have a prospect of Securing a Lot of Lend for a mesting 
house end Burying ground end this meeting teking the metter into con- 
sideration pppoints Tnoch Tvens (and others) to view the ground and pro- 
pose # suitable place et next meeting." 

llmo. 10, 1798. The Connittes reported thet they were united in 
proposing purchasing a lot from Jonathen Jones, two acres of which J. 
J. egreed to give for the purpose. This plan was approved by the mest- 
ing end John Brown (end others) were named as & committee “to take deed 
to the property im trust for the use of Friends." 

1l2mo. 6, 1798. Above committee reported thet a deed for the lot had 
been executod end proposed ea meeting house 24 fect square end friends 
residing there were left at liberty to proceed. 


. 
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12mo. 2, 1804. Upper Evesham Preparative Meeting informs that 
New Hopewell friends request that ea meeting for worship and a prepar- 
ative meeting may be established at that place. Committee appointed 
"to sit with Friends and report to next meeting." 

mo. 12, 1805. Above committee. reported, ieee in advocating 


establishing a moeling for worship with a preparative masting. Pro- 
posal united with and Clork-dirsected to forwerd raport to thea ensuing 
QAuerterly Moeting. 

Heddonfield Quarterly Meeting held on 6mo. 12, 1806, approved of 
establishing & praparativs meeting at New Honewsll. 

The masting heuso wes spperently erected in about 1799 under au- 
Snoriiy of the minute of Tino Gs L79Ss This 2s. snow bye the ee 

cal 


atinz 7 rd m0. 
cra lg ae: es Aeedein within the comp 
Preparative and Monthly Meeting." 

(This indicetes clearly thet in this case, et 1: 
houses was built * i 


Quarterly Me 


hes been bu 


vefore the Preparativs leet 

From Upper “vosham Monthly hiseting. 

limo. 5, 1819. "Tt being Represented to this iesting that there 
appears. to ba no further use for ths meeting house of Friends at Hope- 
well; which being considered, John “vans (and otners) ere appointed as 
a Committes to Dispose of the Nouse and Report theraon when performed." 

Apperently no action was taken at this tims us a nay comnittes 
was eppointed et » Monthly Meeting held on 4mo. 7, 1827, from which I 
quote the following minute: 


"John Tvens (and others) are appointed to teke into consideration 
the propristy of disposing of the Meeting house at New Aeeenaieee and: if 
wey opaned to nae a thereof to the best advantage and report when per- 


formed. 

5mo. 12, 1827. The above comsittee reported thet the mesting house 
was in very bad condition— windows broken -——- shutters on ground — 
roof leaking etc. "Ye thersfore disposed of the said logeh ene House to 
Job Norcross for the sun of Rail Dollars and and gave him ] geet) to to 
remove the sene from the said lot end apply it to his own uss. 

From Upper “vasham Monthly Meeting. 

luo. 7, 1882. "The Meeting was informed that persons having an 
interest in the Burial Ground at IHonewell ware desirous that some act- 
ion Should be teken by this mesting by which they would be atherized 
(as in the minutes) to take charge of it." Charles Stokes and others 
were appointed to consider tho. subject end report to this meeting 
when prepared. 

2mo 1, 1882. "Tne comnittes to take into consideration the re- 
quest of the persons interested in the Burial Grounds at Hopewell al- 
lowing then to take chars> of it, reported that they were united in 
recommending that the request be granted, with which the Meeting u- 
nites, tha committee are continued to prepare a minute conferring that 
euthority upon Trustees appointed by those interestsi for the purpose." 

3mo. 11, 1282. "Application having been made to this Ieeting by 
a number of persons intarasted in end residing in the vicinity of of 
the property owed by it, knowm as the Now Hopewell mtg. property, 
for liberty to enlarge and use the Greve Yard et thet place, the Meet- 
ing was upon consideretion united in grenting the request and Joshua 
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; ° 
Peacock, Joseph Norcross, George Brow, Obediah Bldridgs, Aden P. Ware, 
Thomes Wills and Mathias Sumnermean end their successors in trust here- 
in report Are authorized to Enlarge the yard, to rebuild end keep in re- 
pair the fence and ground ot. their ovm Wxpence and at a1] times to al- 
low porsons interested in end living in the vicinity to use the yard 
as a buriel plece with the understanding that friends end their de- 
scendants shall hava liberty et all times to use it for thet purpose, 
anything herein contained to the contrary." 

"Smo. 9, 1914. Willian H. Zelley, Joshua S. Wills and Joseph H. 
Heines wers appointed as a committee "to look into the trusteaship of 
Hopewell Burying Ground." 

"The above committes made a full and claar report, reviewing the 
history of New Hopewell Meeting and Burying Ground from the beginning. 
The Com. recommended that sa new gee of trust be executed end also a 
new declaration of trust, renewing the agreement of 3-11-1882 with the 
people of the neighborhood for the use and care of the grounds. 

"Jonn B. Evens, Jey Wilkins, Everett H. Haines, Howard Evans and 
Joseph S. Evans wers nened as.trustees to hold title to the B. G. and 
Joseph B. Norcross. end others to have care of grounds and use of same 
by the ia ehbechond peopls. 

"Tt is quite evident from the shave. that Upper Eveshem M. Me. hold 
title to the B. 4. unless it has been sold since 1919, which is herdly 
likely. 

“Ths ware book from 1919 to date is in the hands of Albert For- 
sythe snd T hope to have an opportunity of sxenining it in the new ae 
future. 

"The minute of 1914 state thet the meeting was laid dow in 1815 
end the house sold." 
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MEDFORD or UPPER EV USHAM. 


Meeting established... secessceccccsveeshl G0. 
First Meeting House built cess eee eee lL T62. 
Preperative, Meeting esteblished.......1783. 
Monthly Meeting established....+..++.-1794. 
Second Meeting House built....++++++++l8l4. 
Hicksite Meeting House built........+.1843. 
Hicksites adopt nama of Medford.......1850. 
TGS PCO v5 ct seerunar ls iiasiins ss a MGCL Ord, Neil 


KAKI HHH HI 


Medford Friends' Meeting was originally called Upper Evesham, a 
name it held until 1850 when to ‘the Yearly Meating “Haddonfield Quar- 
ter reported that Medford Monthly Meeting hed chsnged their title from 

’ Upper Nveshom to Medford." Tt is © Monthly Meeting of Haddonfield Quar- 
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ter for both branches of Friends, and, it is worthy of notice that the 
original.name of Upper Evesham is still retained officislly by the Or- 
thodox Friends. As a Monthly Meeting it was set off from Evesham in 
1794 end then comprised the Preparative Meetirigs of Cropwell and Upper 
Evesham. 

In "Queker Education in New Jersay" by Thomes Woody, 1923, the 
rise of this Meeting is thus set forth:- "In 1760, upon request of 
Friends situsted at Upper "veshen, it wes permitted by the Rveshen 
Meeting that a meeting for worship be held ‘at the school house near 
Robert Braddock's.' This was 6n indulged meeting until 1774, when they 
requested edvice concerning the ‘enlargement of their meeting place.' 
Upon advice of Nvesham it was enlarged, and the Preperative Meeting of 
Upper "vasham erected in 1784. Ten years later the Monthly Meeting of 
Upper “vesham wes created, comprised of the preparative meeting just 
mentioned and that of Cropwell." : 

The following minutes from Evesham Monthly Meeting in 1774 refers 
to the establishment of the Preparative Meeting:- In 1774 "the Friends 
belonging to the school-house mesting requests somo edvice and assist- 
ence with respect to building or enlarging their meeting-place; there- 
fore, Thomas “vans, Thomas Wilkins, Yillism Forster, William Rogers, or 
any other Friends thet are free to attend, are appointed to go end sit 
with them, and give them what advice and assistance they find needful." 

“The meeting-place wes enlarged in the following year, and obtein- 
ad the name of ‘Upper Evesham'. In 1783, the meeting was established 
with a Preppretive Meeting." -(From Michener's "Retrospect of Early 
Quekerismn.") : 

In the "History of Burlington County, N. J.," 1883, the story of 
the erection of the Hicksite Friends' Meating House, which stands noar 
the Main Street, Medford, is briefly told.- "In the controversy be- 
tween the followers of George Fox and Hlias Hicks, those who adhered 
to Hicks’ theological views withdrew from the body, and in 1842-43 
built their prasent brick meeting-house. Benjamin Davis donated the 
land upon which it stends, and a large part of the funds for the e- 
rection of the house. Caleb Shreve end others were praninently identi- 
fied with the movement. Mr. Davis died in the meeting-housa before it 
was finished. He hed started for Philadelphia for some hardware with 
which to, finish the house, and while looking esround in the moeting- 
house to see whet was wanted he dropped dead upon the floor. The 
church property is valued at fifty-five hundred dollars. Joseph Horn- 
er is the present minister (1883). Medford Meeting is small, yet Quar- 
terly Meetings sre held there in the Sixth month of each year. The 
larger part of Friends, at the time of seperation in 1827, were of 
the Orthodox faith, and retained the larger portion of the property." 

Both branches of Friends at Medford have had their private schools 
under charge of the meeting. These began early, and in 1783, "The fol- 
lowing Friends were sppointed to have oversight of the schools kept 
by Friends within this Preparative Meeting, to wit: Joshua Owen, Jo- 
seph Wilcox, John Heines, and Jobe Collins, who are desired to attend 
to that service, &@nd report their care therein to a futurs Meeting." 
So it is recorded in the minutes of Upper Tvesham, 4th of 6th month, 
1783. 
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Thsre were four schools, one at the Meeting House ; one near Joshua 
Peacock'’s, called the Northampton School, and two belonging to Cropwell, 
that were under the care of Upper Uvesham, and in 1802 all four were 
reported to the Meeting es "purty well conducted." 

After the "Sepération" in 1827 Upper Evesham-had difficulties about 
the control of the- schools. In 1828 the new meeting, Hicksite Brench, in 
its minutes, steted:- "Two of the trustees appointed last yeer to have 
the cere of Henapton School produced e@ written report, which being read, 
éppe&red, in @ degres satisfactory, the other two schools héeva been gen- 
erally under the cere of our opposing Friends so thet there can ba no 
particular account given thereof. The treasurer of the school funds and 
the sottlement of his accounts is wholly confined within the power at 
this time of our opposing Friends, the tressurer being one of their num- 
ber. The following Friends are appointed to have the care of schools 
the ensuing yetr end nmeks report thereof to our Preperative Meeting in 
the second month tc be. held next year; For Medford School, Joshua Sherp, 
George Creft, Edward Bolton, end Isaac Heines; Northern School, Charles 
Wilkins and Josie ly Benjamin Devis, end Ceorge 
Roberts." But, thres months later, it was reported of the schools, 
“none ero imnediately.utder our control." 

Regarcine the first mesting-house built in Medford, the following 
extract from @ peper prepered for the Centennisl Anniversery of Medford 
Meeting House, held Sighth Month let, 1914, provides some knowledge:- 


ww 


"T have not been ables to ascertain the exact time the first. mesting- 

house was built, end the first meeting for worship held, but think it must 
have besn about 1762. 4s a subscription entered into by Uvesham Prepare- 
tive Moeting in 1760 to raise money to build the north ond of the Meeting- 
house at thet place, I find the nemes of many Friends who vere among the 
first members of this méeting.» T heve been informed by persons who attena~ 
ed meetings in the old frame meeting-housc, thet it was situated about 
fifty yerdse southwest of the present house, end it was the only meeting- 
house in this gection of the country from that time, 1761, umtil it05, 


when the Beptists built their meeting et what wes celled Eve's Ceuseway, 


oné mile eest of Marlton. And the first Methodist meeting-house in this 
5 a oe 


place wes built about 1224. The old frame house eppeers to have accomino~ 
dated Friends satisfactory until 1812, when, et a Freparetive Meeting 
held Seventh Month 30, 18612, & committee consisting of John Héines, Job 
Heinss, Benjanin Davis, Josish Reeve, Joshua Stokes, Joseph Haines, Wil- 
liem Fege, Yilliem Stockton, end Jephet Garwood, were appointed to con- 
sider the propriety of enlerging the present house-— or building & new 
one; end if it was thought best to build a new one, proposes the size and 
form of the house and estimated cost to a future meeting. At & Prepera- 
tive Meeting, held Minth I’onth 3, 1812, the committee at last meeting 
report: that they were united in believing thet it would be best to 
build a now meeting-house rether then enlarge the old one, and propose 
thet the building should bo seventy-six by thirty-eight feet; the esti- 
mated cost of which is thirty-six hundred dollers. The proposition was 
united with by: the meeting; and Job Collins, Josiah Reeve, Brezilis 
Breddock, Core Heines, and Yillien Reeve were appointed to teke subscrip- 
tions for the seme....-At Uppor “veshem Preparative Meeting held Ninth 
Month 30, 1813, the Comnittes to whom wes referred the subject of con- 
sidering end proposing to the meeting the size of the new meeting-house, 
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report that they were generally united in proposing that the building 
be forty-two by seventy-fcur feet and were united in proposing that the 
building be commenced the ensuing summer." 

The proposel was united with by the meeting and the new house was 
built. The old freme house was en L- shaped structure and the house "was 
built to face the south, the then prevailing mode of building, and to 
face the roed or lene leeding down to Landing Bridge,- thus it stands 
back to the public road." 

In 1929 the two school-houses of the two brenches of the Society are 
yet stending by the Meeting Houses and both are now used for lunch-rooms 
on Quarterly Meeting deys and on other especial occasions. 

The Meeting House belonging to Orthodox Friends is & large brick edi- 
fice in excellent state of preservetion. It hes the date, 1814, in its 
western geble facing the graveyerd. In the Buriel Ground ere many marked 
greves where the name of Haines is very frequently read on the headstones. & 
Other families interred there were of the nemes of Allen, Brenin, Evans, 
Lippincott, Matlack, Stokes, Sherp, Reeve and Zelley, as also various 
others. In the oldest section ars s number of small brick markers bear- 
ing initials end dates, some ante-dating the American Revolution, the 
oldest of them being "NM. S. 1759" which is believed to indicate the grave 
of Merk Strettan. 

In the Hicksite burial-ground, back of the uestive ‘House on south 
Street, Medford, are interred persons who had the names of Betes, Brad- 
“dock, Budd, Coles, Cowperthwait, Darnell, Davis, Dudley, Engle, Ferguson, 
Fortiner, Gerwooc, Glover, Griscom, Haines, Hollinshsead, Horner, Jones, 
Kirkbride, Lippincott, Loper, Middleton, Prickitt, Rogers, Scott, Shinn, 
Shreve, Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, Wilkins, Wills and Zelley. The yard is 

enclosed by e rough=cast wall and is nearly oblong in shepe, having a 
smell offset at one corner. Neer the middle of the ground is the grave 

of Joseph Hormer (born 1-21-1809, died 5-24-1890), an old man who was 
ene of the principel ministers of the Society during his life-time. The 
Hicksite Meeting House is a few rods from Mein Street, has no date of e- 
rection on its walls, end its brighter colored bricks show more traces 
of the wearing of years than the duller bricks of the older Meeting 
House on Union Street. 

The compiler of these "Historical Sketches" was teken to the Medford 
Meeting locality by John R. Matlack of Evesboro, N.J., on April 4, 1929, 
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Merchantville Friends' Meeting was ephemeral in its character. It or- 
iginated rather suddenly in consequence of dissatisfection end dissen- 
tions arising in the Hicksite Friends' Meeting at Moorestown, N. J. 
These troubles were consequent to the interference of one member, Edgar 
Conrow, who, differing in religious views from the teachings of some 
others in the meeting, took frequent occasion to show and express his 
antagonism. Finally Edwin L. Peirce and Franklin T. Haines, both minis- 
ters of force and popularity, formed the plan of establishing an inde- 
pendent meeting et Merchantville in Camden County, near Camden, N. J. 
The Meeting House wes built in 1901. It was a bright, cheerful look- 
ing little brick building which stood somewhat back from the sidewalk 
on East Maple Avenue, a short distance from Center Street. Photographs 
of this Meeting House were taken by Watson W. Dewees of Haverford, Pa., 
fortunately preserving for interested persons the outward appearance 
of the House, which was demolished in 1925, twenty-four years after its 
erection. The negatives and prints of Dewees pictures are preserved in 
Roberts Hall, Haverford College, Pa. : 

The meetings held at Merchantville were for a while very good and 
were well ettended, for the leading ministers were popular and speakers 
of power and ability, and the place was central and convenient to sever- 
el families of both Orthodox and Hicksite Friends. Yet the period of the 
meeting's continuance was quite brief, owing to the death and the declin- 
ing health of the leeding ministers. Edwin L. Peirce, who was born 12th 
25, 1858, diec 2nd Mo. 1, 1904, three years after the Meeting House wés 
erected. He wes buried in the Greenlawn Friends' Burial Ground at Moores- 
town. His companion in the good work, Franklin T. Haines, born 8th Mo. 
10, 1843, was the victim of e long and tedious but fatal illness which 
prevented his attending or holding the meetings at Merchantville. This 
unfortunate turn of affairs resulted in the discontinuance of all meet- 
ings there, and the property ultimately came into the possession of the 
Bell Telephone Company, who demolished the little Meeting House and e- 
rected their central office in its place. This change took place in 
1925, the company entering in service there on January 3, 1926. 

Merchantville Meeting was never recognized es a member of either of 
the Philadelphie Yeerly Meetings, being independent of both, but was 
sanctioned by both for the good work it temporarily did. Its greatly 
interested organizer, Franklin T. Haines, died 6th Mo. 12, 1925, and 
wes buried at the Upper Dublin Friends' Greveyard in Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania. 
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Officially called CH"ST®R Monthly Meeting. 
Meeting organized about..cccrcsseesee e+ l685. 
First or ADAMS MUUTING House built.....1700. 
Second Meeting House built............-l721. 
Preparative Meeting established......-.1760. 
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Third Meeting House built............1802..- 
Monthly Meeting established.......-.-1803. 
Centennial Celebration ..cceeeeeseee+lL902. 
TLLOCHUMON cic oe vclay odie wise eeeMOOFEBLOWN g uNoe « 
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The story of the Friends' Mesting at Moorestown, Burlington County, 
New Jersey, begins with the settlement of the township of Chester, in 
which the village or town is located. In fact the meeting takes its 
name from the township and is actuslly known as Chester Monthly Meeting. 
The earliest meetings were held in the homes of the settlers until, and 
even after the first Meeting House, called "Adams Meeting", was erected 
in 1700. Quoting from Catherine B. Lippincott's paper prepared for the 
centennial celebration of Moorestown Meeting House in 1902, "according to 
the records of Burlington Monthly Meeting, on 9th Mo. 9th, 1685, a re- 
quest was granted them to hold meetings at the houses of John Kay and 
Timothy Hancock et Penisauken, alternately on First days, to &ccommodate 
Friends in Evesham, and about Penisauken and Cooper's Creek. Timothy 
Hancock's houses stood a short distance from the buildings on the farm 
now owned by Charles C. Haines. They continued to hold meetings there 
as late as 1707, at least the records show marriages to heave taken 
place there et thet time. Williem Clark and Mary Heritage were married 
there in 1696. Benjamin Wood and Hlizabeth Hay and Benjamin Thackara and 
Mary Cooper were married there in 1707, as were doubtless many others, 
the records oi whose marriages have been lost. This meeting seems to 
heave been the predecesaor of the 'Adams Meeting’ at Moorestown or Ches- 
tertown as the eastern end of Moorestown wes then celled, the western 
end being designated Rodmantown. Moorestown, however, took its name from 
Thomes Moore, who settled here about 1722." 

Adams Meeting derived its name from James and Esther Adems who deed- 
ed the ground, 9th of 4th Month, 1700, on which the house was built. It 
stood near where the old sycamore now stands at the corner of the grave- 
yard, and it was burnt in 1720, a stone building being erected in its 
place in 1721. 4 

In the early minutes of Chesterfield (Crosswicks) Monthly Meeting 
occurs this interesting item of history:- "At a Monthly Meeting of 
Friends held at their Meeting-house in Chesterfield the 6th of the 8mo. 
1720——- The Friends of Chester, being the lower part of this county ac- 
quainted Friends of this Meeting sometime past that by an accident of 
fire their meeting house was burnt: Therefore requested some assistance 
of this Meeting that such.as were free to contribute to so good a work 
whereupon several Friends subscribed to pay as soon as they could to 
Richard French & William Murfen the sums contained therein to be apply- 
ed to the use aforesaid.” 

Sixty years after the Adems Meeting House was destroyed and its 
successor built in its plecs, land was bought, Twelfth Month 27, 1781, 
for ea new meeting-house, but it was not built until 1802. However a 
school-house was erected on the lend four or five years after the pur- 
chase, and a portion of the wall of that building, which was of stone, 
was used in the west wall of the present Chester Meeting House in 
Moorestown, the third Meeting House, built in 1802. 
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Another paper, written by Martha H. Hollinshead, read at the Centen- 
nial Celebration in 1902, states:- "The work of construction must have 
been a labor of love, judging from-the records of the personal share in 
it. Elizabeth Stokes boarded the masons. The men mst have been famil- 
iar with the use of hammer, saw and trowel. Kobert French, who was the 
"manager', made the bricks. The clay for these was taken from near the 
Bispham Road. Reuben Metlack did the blacksmith work. Others furnished 
work, lumber, or stone. Thomas Thorn is credited with 2000 ft. of cedar 
boards. The head-carpenter was Joseph Haines. His bill was $706. 45. Un- 
til the first of Eleventh month, 1802, he Abraham, and Clayton Haines 
each get paid seven shillings per day, and Joseph's ‘boys' Thomas and 
Caleb each get five shillings. After that time as the days shortened, 
the men received five shillings, six pence, and the boys three shillings, 
six pence apiece. There is a bill of board for these carpenters which i- 
temizes— '2009 Meals @ 8d. end 570 Meals @ 7d. apiece.’ The treasurer 
wes John Metleck. Small emounts were borrowec from individuals and from 
‘The Moorestown School Fund.’ These were only partly paid off previous 
to 7th mo. 15th, 1804. 'The Sash Cords, Pulley bress wheels, snd screws, 
etc., bought in Town for the partition’ cost $16.85. The smithwork for 
the same emounted to $17.45 — and as there is an item of $1 for mend- 
ing the stove-foot, they may have brought the stove as well as the bench- 
es from the old house across the street, but these suppositions ere not 
euthenticeted. Much of the many contributions of lumber went into the 
generous rows of horse-sheds which appear to heve been built at the same 
time as the house. After all the work with its pleasures, trials, and 
discouragements, no doubt, wes ended, Evesham Monthly Meeting concisely 
records in 1803— ‘One new meeting-house erected for the accommodation 
of Chester Particular Meeting, in lieu and near the plece of the old one.‘ 

The first meeting was held in the new house on First Month 10th, 
1804. As a Preparetive Meeting, Chester or Moorestown dates from 1760, 
end as a Monthly Meeting from 1803. It belongs to the Haddonfield Quar- 
ter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of both branches of Friends, and is 
called "Chester" by both Orthodox end Hicksites, though in ordinary par- 
lance it is generally spoken of and known as Moorestown. : 

In the local sketch of "Moorestown Old and New" by James C. Purdy, 
1886, the writer tells us:- "In 1802 the large brick meeting house which 
now stends in the eastern portion of the enclosure wes completed and the 
Friends occupied it as a plece of worship, forseking the little build- 
ing across the way which had served them so long. The new building was 
of proportions beyond the needs of the society as it existed then; but 
the future was wisely kept in view, end time vindicated the good judg- 
ment exercised. In after years it proved none too large. The old build- 
ing they had heretofore occupied was torn down and the stone from it 
used in the construction of a school house in the meeting house enclo~ 
sure ecross the street. After its removel the lot on which it had stood 
was devoted exclusively to the purpose of a burying ground, which use 
it still serves. The ground purchased from Ephreim and Hanneh Haines 
affords space for two Friends’ meeting houses. The frame building on 
the western side of the lot was erected in 1829, soon after the divis- 
ion in the society. It was built by the members of the original socie- 
ty as their meeting plece, and is still occupied by them. The separ- 
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eatists took the brick building as their meeting house, and it is still 
their place of worship. It is larger than the newer building, and the § 
other branch of the society freely use it for their meetings on all ex 4 
tre occasions. A good state of feeling exists between the members of 
the two branches, and they are very harmonious neighbors." 

The frame Meeting House of the Orthodox members ultimately prov- 
ing too small for their increasing congregation, a new brick building 
was erected in its place in 1697. 

Between the two Meeting Houses at Moorestown, in 1929, stands the 
Friends' Academy. It belongs to Orthodox Friends and was opened in the 
eutumn of 1878 with Richard Cadbury as its first Principal. From the : 
beginning of their settlement in Chester Township the Society of Friends) 
have interested themselves in education and have established schools. 
At the corner of Second Street and Chester Avenue is locetecd the 
Friends High School which belongs to the Hicksite branch. In 1928 these § 
two schools, the Academy and High Schcol, are conjointly under the su- 
pervision of both Meetings and heve but one Principal. 

NOTE. The Chester Brick School, about two and a half miles from 
Moorestown, wes built about 1785 and was under the care of Friends for 
& greet many years. It ceased to be used for school purposes in 1917, 
being. converted into a tenant house for Italian ferm laborers. This 
old landmark of local history was destroyed by fire, said to have 
been accidental, on April 18, 1934. 

The two Friends' Schools of Moorestown, the High School and the A- 
cedemy, by mtuel agreement of the Orthodox and Hicksite Meetings, : 
were consolidated into one institution in 1920, and, by the name of the | 
Moorestown Friends' School, wes placed under the joint control of both 
branches of the Society. In 1929 a new school building for the accomno- | 
detion of the institution, was erected near to and southwestward from 
the Meeting Houses, and school was opened therein, September 29, 1929. 
The dedication of the new building took place on the evening of Noven- 
ber 21, when Professor Duncen Spaeth of Princeton University, geve the 
address for the occasion. 

The Friends’ Boarding Home for Haddonfield Quarterly Meeting of the 
Hicksites, was established in 1896 and is located at No. 28, East Main 
Street in Moorestown. It is in the building, which, in early years of 
its history, was the residence of Mr. Edward Harris and his family, who 
were influentiel in their association with the moorestown comnunity. 
The Herris femily were not members of the Society of Friends but were 
in fellowship with the Episcopal Church. 

Between Second Street and Main, facing Chester Avenue, is the 
Friends’ Burial Ground, sometimes, in part, called Greenlawn Cemetery. 
John M. Lippincott of Moorestown, in a paper prepared for the Centen- 
nial Celebration of Moorestown Meeting House, tells uss- "On the 18th 
of 5th mo. 1782, Chester Preparative Meeting eppointed John Warring- 
ton, Joshua Hunt, Hugh Cowperthwait, Reuben French, Edmund Hollins- 
head end William Roberts as Trustees to have the care of the reel es- 
tate then to the said meeting belonging, namely; the acre of ground 
for Graveyard and Meeting House purposes bought in 1700. The lot of 
ground for School House and other purposes bought of Ephrain Haines 
in 1715, end ¢ acre of ground for burying strangers in, bought of Eph- 
raim Haines in 1770." 
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This indicates that the Friends’ Burying Ground, now called Green 

_ Lawn Cemetery, detes well back in the history of Moorestown. According 
to early customs of Friends, few or no memorial stones were used to 

mark the graves of the dead, but, in later times, many of the resting 
places are indicated by plain stones."As time passed on," wrote John M. 
Lippincott, "Friends felt it wise to relax from the rigid custom that 
prevailed, end so adopted a middle course, and now permit e monument, 

as most of you know, 18 inches in width, 9 inches thick, and 10 inches 
high. By this means, if Friends exercise the care they are admonished 
to, there will be no excuse for using the ground over a second time. It 
is impossible to give any correct account of the number buried here, but 
it is natural to suppose thet the ancestry of the Friends living in this 
neighborhood is well represented here, with many besides." 

Among the many graves unmarked by memorial stones is the resting 
place of Tamer Metlack, daughter-in-law to Reuben Matlack, the black- 
smith who made the hinges, door-latches, snd other smith-work of the 
Meeting House built in 1802. She wes buried close to the Chester Avenue 
side of the cemetery, but her grave is well marked, for her two sons, 
Mordecai and Asa Matlack Jr., planted an evergres tree on her grave. 
This tree grew and is now one of the old trees of the graveyard, for it 
is about eighty years of age at the time of this writing, for Tamar Mat- 
lack died Ninth Month 2nd, 1850, and the tree was planted soon after. 
Tamar Matlack was the grandmother of the compiler of these "Historical 
Sketches of Friends' Meetings" . She died eight years before his birth, 
s0 the compiler never saw her, but he has been told that the tree refer- 
red to in this Per eerepls is the "crooked tree" near the sidewalk in 
the cemetery. 
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‘NEWTON.  - 
Generally known, but not officially, 
as 
CAMDEN. 


Orgerd 260.55 <tc ols cisiae ee cists e's ee LOGO 
First Meeting House built.......1687. 
Present Meeting House built.....1801. 
Hicksite Meeting House built....1828. 
Orthodox Meeting discontinued...1024. 
Location, Orthodox on Mt. Vernon St. 
Location, Hicksite 7th & Market Sts. 
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On Mount Vernon Street near its junction with Haddon Avenue, now 
within the limits of the City of Camden, New Jersey, stands the old 
building which was once known as Newton Friends' Meeting House. At the 
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present time, 1928, it is noticeably bleak and unprotected in appear- 
ance, back from the street in a spacious uncared-for lewn, opening di- 
rectly to the rather ancient burial ground at the back of the House. 
There are no shede trees near it and the building presents visible ev- 
idence of the destructive passage of years. Yet it is now used, not as 
a place of worship, but as headquarters for one of the troops of Boy 
Scouts, eas a placard on ore of the doors announces:- 


BOY SCOUTS 
of 
America 
Headquarters 
Troop No.21 
Meeting ‘Yednesday 


There are four doors to this Meeting House, one at either end and § 
two in front. High in the gable of the western end is a-stone beering | 
the dete 1801, the time of the erection of the building. The House is 
. constructed of bricks and has but two windows in the rear towards the 
graveyerd, but is plentifully supplied at the front and the ends. The 
horse-sheds nearby were razed to the ground during the passage of the 
year 1928, heving become very dilapidated by reason of age and disuse. 

The Buriel Ground, where for many generations of the Meeting's 
history, its members were interred, is contiguous with the Camden Cem- 
etery, and has now no boundary fence to separate them. In it are memor- | 
ial stones, low and modest, in Friendly fashion, marking the graves of | 
many of the Cooper family, of the Brownings, Bettles, Sheppards and oth-} 
ers whose names have long since been in close association with the Meet-; 
ing and commnity from colonial times. Within a few paces of the western 
entrance door of the Meeting House are three graves bearing birth and 
desth recorcs as follows:- 

Jehu Burrough Born June 11, 1803 Died Sept. 24, 1836. 
Abigail ". Burrough Rorn Feb. 22, 1799 Died Feb. 10, 1826. 
Anne Burrough Born Merch 25, 1772 Died Oct. 7, 1846. 

Newton Meeting originated in very early times. The subjoined note | 
from mzre Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quekerism" casts some light 
upon its beginning:- "It appears, from a statement recorded by the jun- 
ior member of 8 company, that in the year 1682, Mark Newby, Thomas Theck; 
are, Yilliem Bates, with their families, and George Goldsmith and Thomas} 
Sharp, the latter a young man, settled at Newton, where they were joined) 
by Robert Zane. ‘And immediately,' says Sharp, ‘there was a meeting set 
up and kept at the house of Mark Newby, and in a short time it grew and | 
increased.’ The meeting-house was built on land bought of Thomas Thack- | 
ara, in 1687." : 

Further history of the meeting may be noted from the following ex-| 
tracts from the Burlington Monthly Meeting records as gathered by Ezra 
Micheners- "At a Monthly Meeting at the house of Thomas Gardner, in 
Burlington, the 5th of seventh month, 1681, it is ordered that- Friends 
of Pine Point have a mseting on every fourth day, and to begin at the 
second hour, et Richard Arnold's house." 

"At a Generel Meeting held at Salem, in the province of West New 
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Jersey, the llth of the second month, 1682, it was ordered thet Friends 
et Arwanus end those et Shackemaxon do meet together once a@ month...... 
The first meeting to be at William Cooper's at Pine Point, et Arwanus 
&c." 

To these extracts "zre Michener ennexed these comments:- “Although 
the meeting et Arwanus had for meny yeers ceased to exist, it seems nat- 
ural to consider the present Camden Meeting es the phoenix from its 
eshes. Subsequent to the division of Society in 1827, Friends belonging 
to Newton held their meetings et Cemden, soon after which time the meet- 
ing-house wes built, on lend given for the purpose by Joseph WY. Cooper." 

The Meeting House for the Hicksite Branch, en Indulged or Particu- 
ler Meeting of Heddonfield Querter, is located on Merket Street near 
Seventh, in Camden, New Jersey, and, elthough really Newton by name, is 
elmost universally called Cemden Friends' Meeting. It is a freme build- 
ing which was erected in 1828, in leter years enlerged, and is kept in 
most excellent repsir. 

The following minutes end notes concerning Newton Meeting of Hicks-~ 
ite Friends were collected by Howard M. Cooper of Camden, N. J. 

"Newton, 2m. 7, 1828. ‘Information was received that a proposition 
hed been msde to the trustees of cemden school for the privilege of hold- 
ing meetings for worship on the first and fifth days of the week in said 
school house and thet the trustees had appointed William Bates one of 
their number to give information that they had teken the subject into 
consideretion and were united in granting the request upon condition. 
the prepearetive m peying them one dollar. end 25¢ per month the case be- 
ing considered wes agreed to & Frencis Boggs. John ward George M Ward 
were appointed ea committee to confer with the teacher of said school & 
meke arrangement for opening the meeting on first Day the 10 of this 
month et 10 O clock in the morning Edward Bullock Clk '" 

"6-19-1628 ‘A proposition haveing ben made to procure a lot of 
ground where on to erect a meeting house the following named friends sre 
appointed to take the necessary cere therein and if they should succeede 
in procuring one they ere hereby authorized to teke a deed there for in 
trust for this meeting, viz. Fdwerd Bullock Aeron Ward George M Ward 
Iseac B Ward Charles Kaighn YWilliem Kaighn end Frencis. Boggs.'" 

"7-24-1828 'The committee to whome wes refered the cere of procure- 
ing ea lot of ground whereon to erect a meeting house report that Joseph 
W Cooper has made a donation of a lot for that purpose Containing one a- 
cre end 14 perches of ground situeted on the southerly side of Cooper 
street in the City of Camden end has executed a deed to the under named 
friends in trust for this meeting the trustees are Edwerd Bullock Asron 
Werd George M Werd Iseec B Ward Chee Kaighn Williem Keighn and 
Frencis Boggs.'" 

"From Amos J. Peasley's notes, 1877.- 

"The school used for Meeting House was the old Camden Academy at 
6th & Market Sts. Jos. W. Cooper (not a member) geve ground mch to the 
chagrin of his Orthodox Friends cousins. Present house built 1828 & be- 
came known as ‘the little meeting in the woods.' Some of the Orthodox 
styling it ‘the Hicksite cabin', & ssying it was a rine days’ wonder." 

About 1874 Camden Friends' Meeting established a private element- 
ery dey school under its jurisdiction. During the earlier years of its 
-history the school occupied e small freme building in the Meeting House 
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Yard close to the Meeting House, and this is still used for the Kinder- 
gerten in 1928. This little building is now known as the Guild House. 
Growth and expansion of the school required more room for its accommo- 
dation, so a dwelling-house, No. 709 Market Street, at one corner of 
the grounds of the Meeting, was secured and converted into school and 
class-rooms for the institution, and is still used in 1928. 

The old Newton Friends' Meeting House on Mount Vernon Street was 
the property of Orthodox Friends, but meetings for worship ceased to be 
held there end it wes closed, first as a Preparative Meeting, Twelfth 
Mo. 4, 1918, and again as a meeting for worship, Sixth Mo. 29, 1924, 
when the last First-dey meeting wes held. The property still belongs to 
Haddonfield Monthly Meeting, but is used by the Boy Scouts, free of rent, 
but under conditions of respecting Friends' views on military training, 
etc. 

Ten years after the Newton Meeting was leid down, a new episode was 
edded to the history of the Meeting House which became an object of in- 
terest to the City of Camden as its oldest religious building. At the 
expense of the City the House was repaired and "restored", the surround- 
ing grounds cleaned end made more presentable to the sight, and the Bur- 
ial Ground put in better condition. In the spring of 1935 the following 
notice of the work done et Newton wes published in the "Camden Courier":- 

"The City of Cemden is rescuing one of its important historic leand- 
merks. The little red brick Friends’ meeting house at Mt. Ephreim av. and 
Mt. Vernon st. is being restored— to be preserved as & monument and at 
the same time put to practical use. It is Camden's oldest religious edi- 
fice— built in 1801. 

'"yhen bricks have been pointed, shutters painted, pews cleaned and 
polished, and the holes in the roof repaired, Boy Scouts of the County 
and city of Camden will be allowed to meet in the 134-year-old building, 
reserving one end for possible Quaker meetings, under the terms of a 20- 
yeer lease with the city. 

"It is important to preserve Newton Meeting House and adjoining 
grounds. Here some of the descendants of the original owners of Camden 
attended meeting and were buried-- the Coopers, who first settled at 
Cooper's Point, founders of Cooper Hospital; the Kaighns, Mickles, and 
the Bettles (Edward and William, one of whom was a distinguished Con- 
gressman). Richard Esterbrook, founder of the first steel pen factory 
on the western continent, wes an active member of Newton Meeting. 

"Time and the weather have obliterated names and dates on many head- 
stones. Others have becom completely buried end lost. The stones will 
be raised and an effort made to re-locate then. 

"New hedges, trees and flower beds are being planted under the su- 
pervision of Harry Mackey (related to former Mayor Harry A., of Phila- 
delphia) of the city department which has undertaken this work at the 
suggestion of William B. Strang, of the executive committee of the Boy 
Scouts' County Council. 

"City Commissioner Harold W. Bennett has authorized spending $200. 
Remaining money and materials are being donated. City workmen are making 
improvements under supervision of Semel J. Edwards, deputy. Paul Mar- 
querdt is directing the building restoration. 

"Mr. Mackey has erected a latticed arch at the main entrance over 
‘which he hopes to heve roses in bloom in time for opening exercises 
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this summer. He has found the original wooden lock, which will be re- 
placed on the side door of the meeting house. 

"The little old weathered frame building (1802) in one corner of 
the ground, once a Quaker school, later the caretaker's house, will al- 
s0 be renovated and painted. 

"Though the grounds are being transformed into a city park they are 
not intended for recreational purposes and boys will no longer be al- 
lowed to pley ball among the tombstones. Nor will pedestrians be allow- 
ed any longer to make short cuts across the cemetery, throwing empty 
cigarette packages end bottles on the way. 

. "This Quaker burial ground will be marked off and separated by a 
hedge from the old Camden cemetery back of the Children's Home on Had- 
don av. 

"Burials are still being made in both these grounds, but only of 
those who purchased plots years ago when the Coopers, who owned the land, 
were still living......The most recent burial was last week— John Penn, 
90-year-old Philadelphian —- whose family purchased plot No. 259 in 
1846. 

; "Scattered among the stones are a few wooden headpieces, slowly rot- 
ting away. Snuggled close to the hedge, almost on the Mt. Ephraim side- 
walk, are the tombstones of many of the Coopers—- William M. Cooper, 
1771-1819; Benjemin Cooper, who died in 1842; John M. K. Cooper and Ma- 
ry Cooper. Close by is the grave of Pharaby Jordan 1753-1825, whose 
husband, Richard Jorden, a prominent Quaker, came to Camden from Hart- 
ford, Conn., in 1809. 

"Also buried here are Isaac Mickle, author of ‘Reminiscences of 
Gloucester'; Fr. Issac S. Mulford, author of a history of New Jersey, 
and Mary M. Scovel, a Mickle descendant." 
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Meeting organized... ess cedewccswcenes sLOGde 
Early Burial Ground esteblished.......1684. 
First Meeting House built.....seeeeee- L687. 
Second Meeting House built about......1753. 
Sloan Burial Ground established.......1791. 
Meeting House burnt..--cecceeveeeveeeslSll. 
Burial Ground converted to a Park.....1931. 
Location.....+..+-- West.Collingswood, N. J. 
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It may be permissible at this late date, 1929, to designate the 
first meeting-house and its locality in Newton Township as "Old Newton", 
although it wes in reelity the beginning or forerunner of, end one and 
the same with the present representative, the discontinued Newton Meet- 
‘ing of Orthodox Friends and of Newton (Camden) Meeting of the Hicksite 
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Brench. Old Newton was in a different part of the toynship (now in Had- 
don Township) from the others, end its precincts have now become a spot 
of antiquarien interest. Quoting from George R. Prowell's "History of 
Camden County, N.J.," 1886, the following account of the eerly history 
of Newton Meeting tells the story of "Old Newton":- "i 

"Among the first Friends to settle within the precincts of old New- | 

.ton were William Cooper end Richard Arnold. At once Friends‘ Meetings ; 
were held in the house of ont or the other of them. At Burlington Month- 
ly Meeting held Seventh Month (September) 6, 1681, it was ‘ordered that 
Friends of Pyne Pointe (Cooper's Point) have e meeting on every Fourth 
Day to begin at the 2d hour at Richard Arnold's house.'* At a General 
Meeting held at Selem, Second Month (April), 11, 1682, it was ordered 
‘That a six weeks' men's and women's mesting for the ordering of the af- 
feirs of the Church be kept on the 24th of the 3d Month (May), at Wo. 
Coopers, at Pyne Point, and the next six weeks' meeting at Shackamaxon 
and So in Course.' It was also ordered at the same time that a Monthly 
Meeting for worship be held alternately in the same way, the first one 
to be at William Cooper's. Thus was established the Newton Meeting. In 
the spring of 1682 a few Irish Friends, who had spent the winter in Sa- 
lem, moved up to: and settled about Newton Creek. Thomas Sharp, one of 
their number, in his account of their early settlement, says; ‘In 1684 
the Friends in the vicinity of Newton, desirous of erecting a house of 
worship, selected e lot of land on the bank of the middle branch of New- 
ton Creek, containing about two acres, it being on the bounds of land 
of Mark Newby snd Thomes Thackara, which was laid out for a burial 
ground, end st the west end a log meeting-house was erected.' Willian 
Bates, who, it will be remembered as mentioned heretofore, was a carpen- 
ter, also planned and executed the work. The burying-ground was used 
many years, and meny of the first families are at rest within its lin- 
its. It is inclosed by a brick wall, and is overgrown by low trees end 
vines. The first trustees of the meeting and property were Benjamin 
Theckara, Yilliam Cooper and Williem Albertson, who served until.1708, 
when they were succeeded by Thomas Sharp, John Keighn, Joseph Cooper 
end John Kay. 

"In this old meeting-house the town-meetings and elections were 
held for severel yeears...... The erection of other meeting-houses and 
the removal of Friends from the vicinity gradually withdrew interest in 
the society, and little ettention was paid to the old house end grounds 
where the first meeting of Friends in Gloucester County wes held, and 
according to Joseph Hinchman's journal, on the 22d: of December, 1817, 
the meeting-house eround which clustered many interesting associations, 
was destroyed by fire, and no effort was made to rebuild it. 

"In 1791 James Sloan, e& Friend, leid out an acre of ground north 
of the old burying-ground, and inclosed it with a low wall. A- stone 
with the following inscription is pleced in the wall: 

‘Here is no distinction, 
Rich and poor meet together, 
The Lord is maker of them all. 
By James Sloan, 1791.'" 
In the same county history a few more remarks ere made of this an- 
cient graveyard, now in the limits of Heddon Township and ths property 
-of Heddonfield Monthly Meeting:- 
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"The oldest buriel-place in the vicinity is the old Newton yerd, 
situated in Haddon township, ebout midwey between Haddonfield and Cen- 
den. It was established by the first persons who trensported themselves 
into this part of the territory, in 1681. Here, for many yeers, were ell 
the deceesed persons interred, the funerals often coming in boets to the 
yerd. The site wes badly chosen, for the ground is low, end often filled 
with weter nearly to the surface. 

“If it had been consistent with the rules of the Society of Friends 
that smell unpretending monuments had been allowed from the beginning, 
how much of history end information might be gathered therefrom at the 
present time. Yet a visit there is without results, end no one can dis- 
cover where his or her ancestors lie. This is a universel regret, for so 
mich is lost thet might in this simple wey have come down to this gener- 
ation." 

The forty-three years that have passed since the foregoing history 
wes published in 1886 end the present time, 1929, have wrought deveste- 
ting effects on the historic old graveyard. The brick well which once 
completely inclosed the two burial plots, the original Queker section and 
the Jemes Sloen addition of 1791, now contiguous to it, is broken down 
and crumbling eway in many places, while at the end next to the creek 
and mersh a large portion is entirely missing. The older part of the 
ground is better cered for than the newer or Sloan section; it has been 
cleared of the wild growth of vegetation and unkempt shrubbery thet is so 
thriving in the other part, so that its trees show to greater advantage, 
attaching a sort of rustic beeuty to the spot. One of these is a large 
sassafras tree that hes four trunks side by side emenating from the same 
roots. There are not many memorial stones, and none ere strictly in the 
style of or hold to the requirements of Friends’ Discipline. One, proba- 
bly the oldest, bears the inscription:- "In Memory of Mary Heritage who 
Deperted this Life September 15th, 1768 Aged 18 Years." Of course the 
graves of the pioneer Friends are unmerked, but there is one unlettered 
field-stone to be seen. Of the family names here recorded on the head- 
stones ere Collings, Gannt, Hugg, Jones, Heritage, Page, Smiley, Thack- 
rey and Watson. . 

Memorial stones are plentiful in the newer part of the Burial Ground. 
On them are seen the names of Bickham, Christy, Collings, Davis, Henry, 
Hele, Howell, Ogden, Redfield, Shivers, Vance, White and others. Some 
are of dete even as lete as 19093 many are lying prone on the earth, oth- 
ers, as in case of a group of Redfield marbles, are irregularly piled 
close to:each other, showing plainly they are not likely to be nesr the 
graves they are intended to mark. Sumac and sassafras grow thick end lux~ 
uriantly over the greveyard, hugzing the crumbling wall and hiding the 
marble headstones peeping up among them. The tablet erected by Je™es 
Sloen has disappeared, or else is otherwise hidden. This old Wewton Bur- 
jal Ground is in West Collingswood, between Lynne Strest end the reil- 
road by the West Collingswood Station. Close by is an old building dat- 
ing from 1753, remodeled or rebuilt in 1821, having the letter date on 
its gable wall. This, locally, is said to have been a Friends' Meeting 
House. In the remodeling it was roughcast and has served variously as a 
school-house, a civic club-house, and for other purposes. In 1929 it ap- 
pears to be in very good repair. With its dete and traditions, it reis- 
es a query whether or not the Meeting House, burnt in 1817, was not re- 
built in 1821, four years after the note in Hinchman's journal. 
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In 1931 and 1932 « great change occurred at the the Old Newton Bur- | 
ial Ground when a disastrous attempt was made "to improve" the spot 
which should have been held sacred in the estimation of every one by 
reason of its historical associations. Haddonfield Monthly Meeting per- 
mitted the older section of the Graveyard, that part of which the Meet- | 
ing held control, to be converted into a city park. The wall was torn * 4 
down, although it was in better condition.than that of the Sloan sec- 
tion; all the gravestones were taken out and, for awhile, were piled to- 
gether at the Friends' Meeting House in Haddonfield; some of the trees, 
including the four-trunked sassafras, with the wild shrubbery were re- 
moved; and the place no longer suggesting its being the resting soil 
of the pioneer dead, was apparently "improved." The transaction called 
forth much severe and just criticism. Later an attempt was made to rect- | 
ify the error, and a rather curious memorial was erected near the center } 
of the grounds forming the new-made park. The monument was made .bycemaht-] 
ing together into a huge open square, all the removed headstones, so fix- | 
ed together that the inscriptions might easily be read. The monument is | 
not beautiful, but, possibly, it is the best excuse to cover the desecra- | 
tion thet had previously -been. committed. 

NOTH. The following note of interest is from Frank H. Stewart's 
“Notes on Old Gloucester County":- "Sloan's Graveyard. James Sloan and 
wife Rachel deeded April 24, 1810 to Samuel Eastlack, Edward Z Collings, 
Joseph Branson, Samuel C. Champion, Hezekiah Shivers, Joseph Sloan and 
William Sloan for a consideration of one dollar for a burial place knom 
by the name of Union, containing 98 perches adjoining the Friends grave- 
yard in Newton Township." 
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Meeting organizedecccrcccccvcvvevcereell IS 
First Meeting House built..........-l80I. 
Preparative Meeting established.....1801. 
Orthodox Meeting House built........1848. 
First Mesting House burnt......++++e1859. 
New Hicksite Mesting House built....1859. 
Monthly Meeting established.........1921]. 
Locations ceccescecvcesveeeGinnaminson, Nede 
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The quiet little village of Westfield, locelly as well-known by 
the name of Cinnenineon, its post-office, situated between Riverton and 
Moorestown, a mile or somewhat more from the former, has two Friends’ Meet- 
-ing Houses, and a private day school, the latter under the care of the Pre- 
pereative Meeting of the Hicksite branch of the Society. The following ex- 
tract from James C. Purdy's "Moorestown Old and New" shows the school to 
be quite old, and it is still in a flourishing condition in 1937, the 
‘building having been enlarged about 1913, and, again in 1927 when it was 
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found essential to annex another room to accommodate the needs of the 
institution.- 

"The Friends of Chester Preparative Meeting in 7th month 1791 pur- 
chased of Semel Shute, for 6 pounds, hard money, one acre and one perch 
of land where Westfield brick school house now stands. An ancient log 
house, brought from the neighborhood of Peter Slimms' and Henry War- 
rington's residences on Pensauken Creek, was standing on the plece, and 
wes located for a time a short distance southeast of the entrance to 
the premises of Nethan N. Stokes and William Perry. Shortly after the 
purchase this log structure was removed, and for several years after- 
werds was used as e sheep cote by the father of William and Israel Lip- 
pincott. The log building was replaced on the recently purchased ground 
by a permanent stone school house, which for several years went under 
the name of Chester Lower School House. For some time, by permission, 
meetings for Bivine worship were held in it, but from the first it was 
a school house and nothing else." 

The Westfield Friends’ School is located at one corner of the grave- 
yerd which lies between it and the Hicksite Meeting House. In the pret- 
ty and carefully kept Burisl Ground, used by both Orthodox and Hicksite 
members of Friends, ere buried many of the Lippincott, Conrow, Parry, Ev- 
ans, Heines, Matlack and other families of Cinnaminson and neighboring 
townships of Burlington County. 

The two Meeting Houses, about half a mile apart, from outward ap- 


-pearence indicete cereful interest on the part of their owners. The Or- 


thodox is the older of the two; it is situated at the intersection of 
the Pomona Road with Brench Pike. It is a cheerful looking frame struct- 
ure painted gray with white trimmings. Of it a few remarks are made in 
the "History of Burlington County" published in 1883:- "Since 1827 a 
portion of Westfield Meeting, commonly denominated Orthodox Friends, 
left the regular meeting eat Westfield, end held meetings first in e@ 
schoolhouse on Mermeduke Lippincott's farm, and subsequently in a frame 
meeting-house built in 1848, size 38 by 44 feet. This meeting-house is 
loceted in the village of Pomomea, half a mile from Westfield." 

Both Westfield Meetings weie Preperetive Meetings of Haddonfield 
Quarter, until, in 1921, a Monthly Meeting was set up in‘ the Hicksite 
brench. Their eerly history dated from 1794, when, quoting from the 
Evesham Monthly Meeting minutes :- 

"A proposition was mede, from the Preparative Meeting of Chester, to 
hold meetings for worship at Friends' Lower schoolhouse, within the lim- 


its of seid meeting; not only to accommodate divers members living some- ‘ 


whet remote from seid Preparative Meeting, but those of other profess- 
ions, living contiguous thereto; which, being attended to with a good de- 
gree of solid weight, there appeared a concurrence with holding one et 
the plece proposed next first day et the eleventh hour. And John Collins 
(and others) were eppointed to the oversight thereof, and report to next 
meeting." 

Ezra Michener, in his "Retrospect of Early Quakerism", continues 
the history of the action deteiled in the foregoing minute by stating:- 
"The meeting at Westfield was continued, from time to time, under the 
care of the Monthly Meeting, up to the year 1801, when a meeting-house 
wes erected, end the meeting established, with liberty to hold ea Prepar- 
etive Meeting. The meeting-house was eccidentally burned in the present 
year (1659), end is now rebuilt." 
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From the minutes of Westfield Preparative Meeting preserved in the 
Friends’ Historical Library at Swerthmore, Pa., are the following inter- 
esting extracts:- 

"Westfield Preperative Meeting held First Month 3rd 1828---- imo 
3rd 1828 Henry Warrington. et the conclusion of our last Preparetive 
Meeting, mad, a proposal for holding another preperetive Meeting, which 
wes pretended— to be done, end was Contrery to the Sence of the — Meet- 
ings; there number eppeared to be Seven (.to wit) Henry Werrington Jos. 
B. Lippincott “illits Parker —- Thomas Warrington Marmaduke Lippin- 
cott Charles Lippincott & Nathaniel N. Stokes, which is One fifth Part 
of men friends." 

"At Westfield Preparative Meeting of friends held 3rd Mo 3lst 1859 
The Meeting house belonging to this Preparative Mtg wes accidentally de- 
stroyed by fire on the 20th instant, And the members thereof having held 
conference meetings. in consequence of seid calemity, On the 23rd and 
30th. instant, end adopted the following minutes, which were refered to 
this Meeting for its consideration; on deliberation said procedings were 
approved of and adopted (Viz.) 

"At ea Meeting of the Members of Westfield Preparative Meeting held 
in the School house the 23rd day of 3 Mo 1859 to take into consideration 
meesures for re-building the Meeting house, in the plece of the old one 
burned on first day afternoon lest (the 2oth instant) Ase Lippincott, 
Israel Lippincott, Semel R. Lippincott, William Lippincott & Nathan H. 
Conrow were appointed, to collect information and suggest plans for the 
construction of ae new house, enc submit the same to our next meeting for 
consideretion, agreed to hold our Meetings hereafter in this nouse until 
& new Meeting-house shall be prepared for the purpose —— 

William Perry; secretary " 

"Westfield 3rd Mo 30th 1859 Near the time adjourned to, the Members 
agein met and the committee appointed at last Mt,g to propose plens for 
the construction of ea new Meeting house Exhibited several, which being 
. carefully examined, the following was agreed upon (viz ) The Building 
to be of Brick or stone 36 by 40 feet, #11 the seats upon the same floor, 
and to have large Pertitions or shutters to lower down so as to divide 
the room into two apartments for meetings of Buziness — The same com- 
mittee appointed et last Mt,g to propose plans for the consideretion of 
this Meeting, were reappointed to serve as a Building Committee, and au- 
thorized to proceed with the coustruction of the new Meeting house as 
soon and in such manner as they think adviseble— 

"TIsreel Lippincott was appointed Treasurer, to collect and receive 
subscriptions for building purposes -= 

"Subsequently at a Meeting of the Members called together by the 
building Committee, a plen wes presented and adopted (Viz) to rebuild 
with brick, size as heretofore proposed with cellar under it, and in- 
stead of shutters, to divide the room for buziness purposes -- to 6- 
rect a room beck on the southeast side of sufficient size to accommodete 
the Preparative meeting. Closed " 

The new House replacing the one destroyed by fire, was constructed 
of bricks and displays the date 1859 in the gable on the side next to the 
Riverton-Moorestown Road. The building hardly suggests the ordinary ar- 
chitecture used in the building of Friends' Meeting Houses, has a more 
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home-like appeerance and is decidedly void of the gloom and dulness so 
often attached to buildings of its class. Setting back from the Bur- 
lington Road which passes in front of it, it is at the top of a slight 
rise of ground and is shielded by e small grove of shade trees through 
which it is approached by a foot-path of loose flat stones. 

The Westfield Friends' School was organized about 1796 with Abra- 
ham Warrington for its first teacher. The original stone school-house 
w&s replaced by the present brick building in 1840. William Perry was 
the first instructor who taught in the new building. The name, 'Yest- 
field", was given to the plece because the school-house wés built on 
thet part of the land of Thomas Lippincott which he called his "west 
field." Among the teachers who served in Westfield Friends’ School 
were:- Benjamin Hallowell, during 1818 and 1819; William Parry, 1839, 
1840 and 1841; Wallace Lippincott, 1848, 1849, 1850. end 1851; Anne 
Hilborn, 1850, 1851, 1852 and 1853; Ner Borton, 1856; Franklin T. 
Haines, 1863; Charles Lippincott, 1863 to 1866; Enoch Evans, 1867 and 
1868; Henneh C. Garwood, 1874 to 1877; Bertha Matlack, 1885 to 1887; 
Lydia Croasdale, 1889 to 1896; Mary Shoemaker (Grenddeughter of Samu- 
el M. Jenney, the Quaker historian of Lincoln, Ve.), 1897 to 1900; 
Katherine S. Rue, 1908 to 1914; Hadassah J. Moore, 1914 and 1915. Dur- 
ing the three years 1905, 1906 and 1907 the school was not open. In 
1937 thevPrincipe! is] Cherlotte R. Bickerton who taught 3 years. . 
Westfield is one of the nine Friends' schools belonging to the Hicksite 
branch of the Society outside the city limits of Philadelphia in 1937. 

Westfield Friends' Meeting, at first an Indulged Meeting and then 
e Preparative Meeting, wes created a Monthly Meeting in 1921. Haddon- 
field Quarterly Meeting began to circulate to Westfield in 1930, where 
it convenes in Twelfth Month (December. ) 
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ADDENDA. 
Haddonfield Quarter. 


Evesham. ; 
The ENeehote Vics tala Meeknrg recovels of the Alzckste Srancls of Friends are preserved 
in Hee Favends’ Hislorice! Library ak Swerthmorc, Fe. The Meeting was lavd clown 
tomo. (October) 7, 1&4, ancl thee feral erakry in the Morute Book 5 as follows: - To 
* Evesheon Meare tlby Meeting of Friends — lear Frvends , Haddor frelet Quarterly Meek 
Mag of Friends heid at JMount Laurell 7th anonth 1&6Y on Hire application of Eves- 
ham Monthly Meehrg held at Mount Laurell clecided to discontinue Hie Meetirx 


: - oa . 
= Ae be , A at Phe? | ae 


_og eeoniuh brs moaly eft to’ btov: yfhebioeb wk bre scents 
aay ett wort toad Batste? Vaaelo ett To eyorsitud of be Rang 
inytfa 2 to qod elt ts ef SE ett lo daomt of nowesg Kotdw eae 
iyuords aseett obede: Yo svorg flswe a yo SebLostie ai be’ brasory 
nouote Jef? eedol ‘to dteq-toot a yd bedasowggs et tt 
mgd htiw SCTL toede@ bes tnsyto caw Loomse ‘ebm in ® bisttteet an 
eaved-footss skoda téeantytro efT «terloses Fetkt ett +07 epee 
gow yris'T mab Taw sOael nk yrs bttud fotid Smeneta off yo igen) 


-fzet” ,ouga ead -gaiditud won oi? nl tiyuat odw yotourtent fertt eff a 
no tiind aew eenee~s ‘oodse oft eeusged eoalg edt oF navtg eew ¢ “b) ee ae 
teow" eit befiad et dotdw ttoontgqgtl eamodlT te baat ext to bhp ta 


foodoe ‘whaeiae bleliscet at’ bevies ofw eroroge? eid noma “plot? 
SG8L . vest mereiiy ,ersf bas ACal adiauh . i fewolio’ kimet ned -1et6w 
ennk (¢1@BL Bem O@6L , eel ,SFSI , ttoontqgit eoelie’ ; ;I#6l bas onag: 
‘T nifdner® ,828L .sotx0d tex ,E@BL bre S4GL hess ,OCeL rod LER 


bie VSS ,aneve isons 2aanl of ESAL ,ddoontqakd wetaaid ;f0el eenieh 


“Taal ot 2801 Jdgettey aitiet ;TVSL of STG -boowte? ..3 dennsH 
“mad 20 totdyusbbaerd) seiamsorg vist ;aeSf oF @8Bs ,efebsso1d eibyd 
7GoeT of, Nab et BY « rLoond.d 6 natiojein vextewQ etd ,yannelL «iM 195 
~soG .20f poe £9CL ,ertooM .t dasesbsh ;P18L oF B00f ,euh .2 ettredte2 
. ni néed jén cae Londoo ont Torr bas ader ,€OCL wasey eeitt eae yuk 
. eeusey & Siyent arly motrotetd .f effolist tek {agtontad edt TEGE oes 
ettiedtolh ac ot. aniyiofed efoorse ‘ehneitt ents edd? % ono ef bieltseey 
Pa VEGL at akdgfehs lint toortintl yfto edt ebta sue yietooe elt to donst 
* mets boo panied Hohegivint ne daxit ts -yattook tebaetnt Sletiteet | etd 
-sobbaH .f$0@L we su kieo yininol es betsetd ssw ennites! ovitataqett nm 


‘ gtentw .OCeL ms biettiea® of stefuorls of maged galies’ ylietisup bLekt 
{. sedmeoed ) dinoM diétfew?<at eenevecd: Abe 


Ai: cpRoganannatss ARNE aaiae 
HRN GAAS AN AS si 


m, a. a 


eer AKU ATA pers) ee oe 


 edtdw efériwobbeh® ” ~ ha as 
; + { pi? eas 
+ > eames 4. ; — | ‘nh peaee se F 


lego 
Abwverents aye trove \e , ea Nek oh Ye chvotrs pilot ah 7 
pweads eat enn precios WG ati aS oreanest vod, As provdeh Laser tend, “ere ae 
ov +! rwalicA, qm er dav Bh, study 8 seh yster? verre ax\\ ain ate ; iib}.« x | 
jonl& etna) pabieXreakdog oan will — — daracde: eee 
yore reatharddao sekh re ya Wego “ap aad ew 
iri “a waetFaveneee 7 Satatonte ‘Wel wed tet doo as 


. i un 2 
= 


ae - oui “By 


2 established al that place ae : 
p , ant, Ihe members thereof lo be united be other JVlonthly Meer. 


Lyaksteapse scsi 


AO a c 7 ae mae 
i ee a ae oe 


Heir apporrbrynent Hee cv) thee x 
- wear ly all mef — with Ihe 
members of Evesham Metts 


446 
ings co ; : : é is 
5 Bre eee oT said Quan reel ay Meeking ard George l. Hanres Clay lan Li ppincot Levi 


R = Slr = 
ogers rou W Engle Hannak Aran cis iAP I Te a 
gers unk Rew 


beeeq Hollrrs head are . : 
‘ appornted fo forward Hee : 
IWaNTe . 
a 5 of Hae menrbers Com possing Eves: 


ham Mon tle ty Meelrrzg ho whi2'cle. they are to become urited teaser ape Hh b i yr But 
, ? eg Hote o i 
‘ae 


i ah their eke l 
ing Ep? Monthly MM: ehieg elel 10th nzv0o Lth IEEE aanrzdk Sek off Ha ‘ poe wae 

. 6 A ; e TreNOC?: ” 
Barc e.te72G to become members of otrer Monthly Meekrgs Compossing Sarcl Quarterty Meet 


ing as follows z- 


To became members of Chester Monthly Meching : 


John H Douedle , ; 
ean ee (Roe ; David U. Grrseonz | Yeamans a: neta! 

Son— Albert Dudley Willian C. Rogers St urbercy sHlingham 
Rrekard G6. Lledlez Wife — Meribah W. logers eee nie: uctley 
Cormmrasouevans) el Eirily B. Rogers Richard Borten 

Son — Robert T. Evarrs Sen- Willan? B- Rogers Usillvanr #1 Warrrek 
Peosexlla C. Evans ; Clenrent Burrough 

Saraly JA. Haydock Louias Marple 
Levi Rogers . Dav Ermra Haydock me: 
bid cece lydia B. Rogers yl 

Dou — Martha Rogers Jobe Stockton Re bears 


nrenebers of Meefor el Mon tly Meching viz a 


To become 
Jostah Rogers 

Mortha. Rogers - wife 
Dinnre € Rogers - clav 
Eclwarcl TRoqers Bows Goat 
Walter J Fogers — 
Mary G: Pagers ~ Dav 


Isaac Brow 

Lucy Enailen Brow coe wife 
Estlrer Sdn Brow — lauok 
Saxaly Shirt Brown Be, pe 
SNlaxy HES Brown & 


Eoniva B; Brown = 


* 


Walter Brown — San 
James Whr'lls 
Charles H. Engle Mircapak R. Utils 
Rebecca VW: Engle = wife Enoch R. Dudley : y 
“a 


Albina A. Engle § ! 
by : a 

Cleetorr Lippir cotk r ql 
10t, Mo. 7th (564. Levi Rogers a 


Signed on behalf of Hae Canamittee 


“2 


5 —- 
a Fee 
— 

r ere. 


se 


\ wy 
> => 
abe nee 
' >» 
Ne uldtecsi¥. quia gA beierry od “Oh Josie, resdactater adi (ees (s8zelq asl ta 
» & Fes Th, Baye? ori M 7 
wn : b eet pRI eoeccees I a oo Sexe g “hea AC vit eauie Weoe prove cour 
— eH a4 sh 
: 2 ae PA~ ore clave 4 mp gree aos ch’ Lae, doweeo th) sheet aA W wove = 
Tk. bg ORT een ' ay . : ; 
| + cee "y) anowd Arent 47h AC ay pesser “wet bb rowed} ol tks we Qn a ath ew cctv. » 
9 Pi t hays a , lite . 
feet as Ae _\3 bh Seeeaties” yy VLeey seetnn a oA "50a ast Vayelw oA L, a lool, y : Vaso 
’ ey ’ cre Nes Vw @seruert ' vow « Vocet vise ys Eaee anti yeet tHe > yeh ected ogy ae 
t lt Ee Mh AD 
i TF Wr Ya oceds CP RBL AAR agers GNA GA eh aay. yisinalt, yond - 
7 fh 
‘ ry cs 4 evens, 5 death eV. <8 cre x eer. ace oreren 3d wv fume oe 
~* walled 2s get 
mecshioe By, xohel “oie (rca Dk TAY cee seer season) of 
walle! 2 cert seat : ovveael 4 jE Jo ews a | wat. W real, 
Bu } es HT get. Aner 
\ EWN er | a) \ . y 1 j 
’ ni post 2 (te we : ‘ ltt “| cae th, 
oP hae . PFEOL ; SF's wv Hadepgl he ibs | yori a a) Ys emo A 
c +! “ 5) 
LA tay a " m2 uh tent k * vol } : ' ¢ 
ao") bk i awe } ? 4 } owl © » ehorev ad 
Ma ie) ae ; SAGO Tose t = ee0€ ; ay 
a exca¥a «1 Arado 
< Ties 
~ ‘oom ld J oWisnk a 
» wavcy y volt ; ae La 
| t _ i 
: ger, eTown upll | 5 2y7 907) wo 
' ¢ 
. cevpon . EL wotleyed 
: OVD, erode? eeclesls 1 erpoh oi caMy 
: 
«i a \ , * { 
SAN Pit AN ofA 1 Vissi © eed tyece Aertasoch oT 
; b wf 
traps shower.” H aie woes EL camel 
= PROT i Aine. ri —~ vewrovEl wheel ja 
: 
ube» assaty tease Houck “Tee bs rate 
get {, parely ‘ ~~ wes - a pape 
A ~ Uerpah 2> pico t ~ mwerEl 2 sword 
P ; ; ‘ q 
' ° =) ai ae 
| a rat = trol, yt 
eM S4erch , 
SS By Ce | 
. HAGA ahged “ cheat 
ite i “ i 
> Sah. Hyaydsd }° ae - shperad Vi sod St, 
; signed « Mee rtd 
yas wl derrecen opt yp ‘Yunsded pee ‘ 
; / r 2 \ eee 
) 7, t4e3 wigat rote} 2 “ 
Lepper ‘wad , ‘i yan): Any Oe wo 
| / x ; A 
} in P 3 
oh 
A i) 
¥: 
: wbdirea tne. 
eae 
2 ia 
= fy! ule ita 
j ‘ va) 
" ' ; Mt wii 4 


q 
: Seo eeUeh DE LOR TN 
QUARTER 
of 
PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MERTING 
of the 
Society of Friends 


————— 


ge” se00D re 
ge te: i Menchiedad e. she 3 


4 
ey -. 


AYH@EROAIING 


REITARA YO 


lo, 


ouTTews YIAASY ATHAIROAIDNT 


"edt to 


ehagixt to ytetooe 


- 2 Pi Be oe | oe Pt a 
(uA ee Ee Ges tae: AO 


‘ 
‘ . 
. 4 7 3 


PHILADELPHIA 
Ouaties 
of 
Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting 


ia Hae 


Fast and Ne Present 


At Mm LOE Ot Te G 'O ee cB oR EY 
Ww 


A. Collegeville 
\ : IN aot 1, 


‘y 0 Providence 


VY pets Jenixville ere 
ec Np ° oo Norristown as 
ikeland 9 Schult DSc ee D> ; 
que L7 a Max Abington Buber 
4 2 s Tae & jot 3 a Saray ioe eA 
Q 1 ius é \ . 
Mo. N “ a , Se ford 
Go UL Na tay ; x bade: wet 
phen + 
Haverford ~~! a 
Radnor SE PPM 
Mu.M. fo ee iA 
Blockley”—~ 5 ee Quakers’ 
3 : aie 
Pliiladelphia fei 
Yearly ele f (Casndern 
c 


a ey 
Chesiker Oat Ye 


y 


Grrard Auenu 


Marker gyi. 


Sr 


a i 
Teel th 
strech | \ 


spruce 
srveet 


» a » | A - Vis. > ay eel ¥\ ove i-¢: Di iw 
aia elke we me) 


otek eA © re > 
ee Se TV, 


‘p . is a uh a os? > ae | ; ih 


» ten . . 
aidalsboh nm ; a8 


| pitta lh sbro2¥ 


- oti wee 


» »* uth 


~ Se WF i at io : 
+ ee 7 ud af j 
tent A ht a , 7 


a 5 cdciseer : : q 
peered) aehtoaht wine % fas 
a aed 


a a. a . 


. 2 ah 


. a 
2 | ent Te rt 
Pad. 
we A ©? i are 
eo? ee 
L “« 
. 


led wotwow 


453 


PHILADELPHIA QUARTER. 
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‘Previous to the arrival of William Penn in America there were 
but few Friends settled on the west bank of the Delewere River and 
they held their Yearly and Quarterly Meetings et Burlington, New Jer- 
sey. But shortly efter Penn's arrivel in 1682, it was ordered:- 
"That notice. be given to Friends, the next first day, that as man- 
y as cen conveniently, may meet at Shackeamaxon, in order to appoint oth- 
er meetings, where it may be thought meet." -(Abington Monthly Meeting.) 
"Accordingly, ‘Friends belonging to the meeting in Philadelphia, 
in the province of Pennsylvania, being met, in the fear and power of the 
_ Lord, at the present meeting-place in the said city, the 9th day of the 
lith month, being the third day of the week, in the year 1682, they did 
take into consideration the settlement of meetings therein, for the ef- 
feirs end service of the Truth, eccording to thet godly and comely prac- 
tice, which they had received and enjoyed, with true satisfaction,. among 
their friends and brethren, in the land of their nativity. And did then 
and there agree, thet the first third day in the week, in everv month, 
shell hereafter be the Monthly Meeting day, for the men's and women's 
meetings for the affairs and service of Truth, in this city and county, 
and every third meeting shall be the Quarterly Meeting for the same.'" 
During the long period of Philadelphia Quarter from 1682 to 1937, 
there have been numerous Monthly Meetings under its jurisdiction. 
1. Philadelphia Monthly Meeting established.......-.++--1682.' 
2. Radnor Monthly Meeting established... .eseeeeeeeeeee eel 684. 
3. Exeter Monthly Meeting establishod..--ss.e-seeeeeereelT37e: 
4. Northern District Monthly Meeting established........1772. 
(Bank, Key's Alley and North Meetings.) 
5. Southern District Monthly Meeting established.....++-1772. 
(Pine Street, Spruce Street, Orange Street.) ° 
6. Western District Monthly Meeting established.........1814. 
(Twelfth Street Meeting. ) 
7. Green Street Monthly Meeting asteblishod.-cessseeeeee L816. 
(Frenkford, Germantown, Fair Hill Meetings. ) 
8. Haverford Monthly Meeting astablished..cccscceccvcesselIO4 
9. Chestnut Hill Monthly Meeting established<...seceeee lLIQ4. 
10. Valley Monthly Meeting established. .sseereeerereeeee +1936. 
Owing greatly to the spread of business houses in the city of Phila- 
delphia, citizens have been obliged to remove their homes to more distant 
locations. With them their Meeting Houses, in many cases, have been eband- 
oned end new ones erected, which, in turn for like reason, have ceased to 
exist. Hence in 1937 the Philadelphia Meeting Houses in which religious 
services are still regularly held, are Arch Street, Race Street, Twelfth 
Street, Frenkford, Fair Hill, Germantown and West Philadelphia. 
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in the Past and Prese 


Arch Street, O. 
Bank Meeting. oe 
Cherry ooreet, HH. .is. 
Chestnut Hill, H. & O. 
Elklands, 0.. , 
uxeter, H. & 

Fair Hill, H. 

Fourth Street 
Frankford, H. 0. 
Germantown, H. & O.. 

. Girerd Avenue, H. 
Green Street, H.. 
Greenwood, O. ° 
Haverford, H. &. 0. 
Loyelsock, or Pine Grove, 
Msiden Creek, He. & .0.- 
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North Meeting, 0. 
Crange Street, O. 

. Oxford (Trinity Church) 
Pine Street, H. & O. 
Pottstown, O- 
Pottsvitle, H.. 
Powelton Avenue, 0. 
Rece Street, H. 
Radnor, He & .O«*% 
Reading, H.. 
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Spruce Street, H. - 
Twelfth Street, O.. 
Velley, H. 
“est Philedelphia, H. 
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-Active. 
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-Active. 
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eActive. 
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A -Active. 
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-Discontinued. 
-Discontinued. 
: eActive. 
-Discontinued. 
-Discontinued. 
-Active. 
-Active. 
‘ -Active. 
-Discontinued. 
-Discontinued. 
-Active. 
-Active. 
eActive. 


‘J e ° ° 


e 


° e e 


° e 


° . ° 


nn 


H. -Hicksite. 


ct ER 


Note. Muncy and its constituent Meetin 
the Fishing Creek Half-Year 


-Ort hodox. 


gs are treeted in 
section. 


sbeunttao veld. 
-beunltinooelid. 
OV iTOA. « © + 
vevttod. 
eOViTOA,” « oii 
~OVEtRAs 0 oe 
. beunltincosid. 
eOViTOAW 6 + «& 
edviToAe s + 
Loenoiaess0. 
Ovi ToMe +058 
<OvVETMA. # © 6 
eSVYIVGA~ @ es 
~basin lt teooe la. 
~beuntiovosa kc. 
eOVETGR~. 2X 
heuwitsosaid, 
SOVITOA. - 6% 


ebounitinooakd. 


-dDaunidnosetd. 
sSounisnode rd. 
beuniftneseld. 
eOvitoAs e =a 


hbeuntinoeetd. | 


.bewn t{taostada. 
eovitoA, « & « 
-OViTOA« «> o0 % 
-OViTOA. » 4 8 
-howntinooald. 
» beuntinooe id. 
«O¥LTOAs 2 4 6 
~evistoAe d vie 


sevisFoAS eos s ' 


at bedded 


nk eoMLTTaM ‘OIMSTHY off - 
APT AAS ATH ITA ASIN A Me 


tronert bas tant 


é i fe. 
a er is 


iA) 


* 
« 
* 
. 


0° 2 cH ytwoldsant1ed 


> oe 

* * 

° . 

. . . 


a 
ae 


edt nt 


= 


a? RS 


Salo 
> 


+ * aplttoet ined ra tt 
s wdeeade yriedd .2. oP 
4 A @LfLB) tundaed debe | 
oe} 5 ae »ebnelai® atc: 
+ sg 4H .tetex® i 
6+ *# Hee lily ahet 

-oe » teense déru0t 

0 & Bo ebrotanet™ s 


————— 


_ 
= 


Siss 


» eH -eumewA bis1ld . 
- we .Feente neend 
Pert eboownson1d 
.0°.8% #°.ttolseval | 


pevord anid 16 ,%oosisyol 


2 


*” ? 


* = e « * *- « = *. 


s * 


* 


* 


r 


ai 
a ae € £02 5 ‘ce . 


- =< *+ -* «© © * * 
* “ « 
Hie « 


a ko 
a 


; — Say ; 
_« & © 3» & 47> © 


OTs | 


Sat nobssee ‘wet 


. 
Can 
’ 
*. 


. 0S & oH pilserd nebtey 


oa eee nol 


¥i0 + (yoideo ta) wo ttelt 


o (a «Uae 2 eYouuH. 
, 0°. deetls egnadd 


S (doused ytiniet) biotxd:. 
« 20 Bick gteort2 oakd 


she ee yawotestoq * 
- -* aot goifivestot 1a | 


« +O -eenerA nodtewot ORs . . 


s* Pe efoartc eoaF TS 
\® oe 6 oft ‘eronbel +88) 


y we eee “esha anthaed’ « 

ern vin tirkareudse 508) | 
» o gheord? eoutqe len 
. wad? efeorse Atthewt: 


REE eS | ee ¢ 


pepe ars 
oe aan 


- ded a A KE ll a ‘oa 


7 ee 
ATA Ae 
aa 


r - 


~ vice 


yaa 


German tow?2 Mee ti rq House 


Vellery Meeting House 
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PHILADELPHIA QUARTSR of the Hicksite branch of the Society of 
Friends holds its Quarterly Meetings on the second Seventh-day 
in Third Month (March) at Germentown; in Sixth Month (June) at 
Valley; in Ninth Month (September) at Merion, or, if conjoint- 
ly with Arch Street Friends, at Haverford; end in the Twelfth 
Month (December) et Race Street. 
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Avelz Street Meeting House 


PHILADELPHIA QUARTER of the Orthodox brench of the Society of 
( Friends holds its Quarterly Meetings on the Third-dey after the 
first Second-day in the Second Month (February), Fifth Month 
(May), Eighth Month (August) and Eleventh Month (November) at 
Arch Street Meeting House. But, sometimes, & Meeting is held 
conjointly with Race Street Friends, in which case the session 


is held at Haverford and the time announced shortly before the 
Meeting occurs. 
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ARCH STREET. 


Represents Philadelphia Meeting from Penn's Time. 
Yearly Meeting established.......seesese0e+sk68l. 
Quarterly Meeting esteblished...........06eel68l. 
Monthy Meetingvebtablished.. ....cectesss ses lOG2: 


Banks Mos bane HoUS OUI 1.6. oio.cce «ie ste oie shee 8 » 1683. 
Centre Meeting House built........ eocesooee 1684. 
Great Meeting House built.....-.ssceuees oye ke S's 


Greet Meeting House rebuilt... sess oe ceseekl oD. 
Mulberry Street Meeting House built.........1804. 
Mulberry Street changed to Arch Street......1854. 
Locetion at Fourth and Arch Streets,Philedelphie. 


FKKHIIEKR HHH HH IH 


Situated in one of the busiest sections of the City of Philedelphia, 
and occupying the greater part of the square from Fourth to Third Streets, 
facing Arch Street, is the large Friends' Meeting House which for fifty 
years wes known es Mulberry Street Meeting House, but after 1654 was 
called Arch Street. It is the oldest of the Friends’ houses for worship 
within the city limits, excepting the one in Frankford, end bears the 
dete, 1804, above its entrance doorway. It belongs to the Orthodox 
branch of the Society and is the headquarters of their Yearly Meeting. 
There are seven Quarterly Meetings forming Arch Street Yearly Meeting:~ 
1. Abington. 2. Burlington and Bucks. 3. Celn. 4. Concord. 5. Heddon- 
field and Salem. 6. Philedelphie. 7. Western. 

Arch Street Meeting House is the representative of Philadelphia's 
eerliest Friends' Meeting House, being preceded by the Old Benk Meeting, 
the Greet Meeting and the Greater Meeting Houses. Quoting from Wetson's 
"Annals of Philadelphia" the story of this Meeting is thus given:- 

"'The Great Meeting House' of Friends, st the southwest corner of Sec- 
ond and High streets, was originally constructed in 16953. and ‘great’ as 
it wes in the idee of the primitive population, it was taken down in 


(1755, to build a greeter. That, in time, became so shut in, end disturb- 


ed by the street noise of increased population, that it was deemed ex- 
pedient to sell off the premise in the yeer 1808, end construct oe lerge 
Meeting on their Arch Street ground. This 'Narket Street Meeting', as it 
wes often called, had its original lot through the gift of George Fox, 
‘for truth's and Friends' seke', he giving et the same time the lot at 
Feir Hill for a like purpose. His idea was, that it might be located in 
the centre of the town, end have as much as two acres as & ground to put 
their horses in. The land itself wes due to him under some promise of 
Williem Penn, end it is known thet Penn was reluctant to have it chosen 
where it wes, saying he was not consulted on the occasion by his conmis~ 
sioners &c. In the finel sale of it, for the present dozen houses which 
stend upon the originel site along High street end Second street, it pro- 
duced a large sum of money to the Society. The first meet ing-house wes 
surmounted on the centre of its four-angled roof, by a reised freme of 
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gless work, so constructed as to pass light down into the Meeting below, 
efter the manner of the former Burlington meeting-house.....Only one an- 
ecdote remains to offer here. When the Friends were rebuilding in 1755- 
6, for the purpose of enlargement, one Davis, who had been expelled, 

seeing the work progressing weggishly observed to the overseers:- 'Only 
continue to weed the garden well, end you mey yet find room enough!" At 
another time the poll parrot belonging to the adjoining house on High 

street, ceme into the meeting, calling out, 'Hanneh Roberts, poll wents 
her breakfast:' She had been neglected, and sought her mistress there." 

Quoting from another section of the same work, which was published 
in 1842, the following refers to the building of the present structure, 
which has the date, 1604, over its doorway, a fact thet Watson's date of 
1608 for the erection of the House is shown to be an error:- 

"Friends' Meeting in Arch Street. This house built about thirty-two 
years ago, is placed near the area where they had buried their dead from 
the foundation of the city. The wall built around the whole enclosure 
has replaced one of much less height. When the first wall stood, it wes 


. easy to see the ground and graves over the top of the wall, in walking 


along the northern side of Arch street. The first person ever interred 
in their ground wes Governor Lloyd's wife; she was a@ very pious woman. 
William Penn himself spoke at her grave mich commending her cherecter. 
Beceuse of his high estimation of her end her excellent family, he of- 
fered, after her buriel there, to give the whole lot to that family. The 
descendants of that family, including the Norrises, have ever since occu- 
pied that south-west corner where Mrs. Lloyd wes buried, as their exclu- 
sive ground." 

At the present time, 1928, the abendoned graveyard eat the rear of 
the large Arch Street Meeting House is used as a recreation ground and 
no longer suggests its former sepulchrel purposes. There never were mény 
memorial stones used to mark the resting places of the dead and now only 
three or four ere to be seen:- . 

S. L. Died 1867. 
William Evens 1787 - 1867. 
Elizebeth Evans 1790 - 1861. 
These are back of the Meeting House 
on the side. of the ground neerest Third Street. 

The Friends' South-western Ground, loceted at 65th and Pine Streets, 
belongs to the Orthodox brench of the Society and is perticularly under 
the charge of an Association who look to its needs. It is a spacious plot 
for interment, quiet and peaceful, and many of the graves are cogered 
with ivy. bi : 

The great wall inclosing the grounds of the Arch Street Meeting is 
kept in good repair. Through it, on Fourth Street, there are two getes of 
entrance, one for carriseges, the other for pedestrians; and on Arch 
Street ere three other gateways. ; 

The flourishing "Friends' Select School" belongs to Friends of Arch 
Street Yearly Meeting. It wes formerly loceted at Fifth and Cherry Sts., 
but for meny yeers since hes been at the Parkwey and Seventeenth Street, 
where the grounds occupy the space included between Cherry Street on the 
south and Race Street on the north, and from east to west between Six- 
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teenth and Seventeenth Streets. In former years these grounds, inclosed 
by a good brick well in excellent condition, was the graveyerd called 
the "Sasssfras Burial Ground" of Friends, teking its nemo from Sessefres 
Street, the earlier name of Race Street. In one corner of the grounds of 
Friends’ :Select School, is an old log house, now used as a teacher's re- 
sidence, but formerly the home of the caretaker of the graveyard. The 
building is old, but how old is unknown. It was standing there in 1800 
and doubtless antedetes thet year by many more. It has its unreliable 
traditions of Willian Penn and of George Washington having "spent a night 
under its roof", and has an ancient knocker on the front entrance door, 
bearing a sixteenth century date, which, however, is no criterion to the 
actual age of the house. Friends’ Select School is under the care of the 
Philadelphia Monthly Meeting and hes occupied its present querters since 
1886. 

In 1904 the Centennial Anniversary of the erection of Arch Street 
Meeting House was celebrated, end following the event a booklet was pub- 

_ lished by the Friends' Historical Society containing the papers prepar- 
ed for the occasion. The introductory words of the booklet were written 
by Isaac Sharpless in which it is stated:- 

"On Sixth month 4th, 1904, there met in and around the old meeting- 
house at Fourth and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, about twenty-three hun- 
dred people to celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of its erection... 
eeeAn outcome of the deliberations which preceded the meeting was the 
formetion of the 'Friends' Historical Society'. The purpose of this 
movement wes said to be the preservetion of letters and other documents 
which would throw light on the history and customs of the Society of 
Friends, end the encouragement of historicel effort by its members." 

The first publication of the Society was the volume conteining a history 
of the celebretion. 

From the historical or essay written by George Veux, especially 
treating of the carly meeting-houses in Philadelphie, the folowing ex- 
trects are derived:- ; 

"The earliest building in Philadelphia erected by Friends especiel- 
ly as ae place for public worship was the first Benk Meeting, or, @s it 
was sometimes callec in the early records, ‘the Meoting on Delawere Side.’ 
It was built late in 1683 or early in 1684 and wes located on the west side 
of Front Street, about sixty feet north of Arch Street. It was of wood and 
must have been the seme building described in the minutes as the ‘boarded 
meeting-house,' and if so the first General Assembly of Pennsylvania met 
there. It was probably the scene of many of the exciting incidents connect- 
ed with George Keith's seperation." 

"In 1693 Friends purchased a lot of ground at the sout hwe st corner 
of Market and S-cond Streets as a site for another meeting-house. The ti- 
tle to this ground was afterwards found to be defective, being only thet 
of a squatter, which occasioned a good deal of uneasiness in the minds 
of Friends, but subsequently a quit-claim deed was obtained for a moder- 
ate consideration. Upon this lot in the Twelfth month of 1695 the erect- 
jon of the ‘Great Meeting-house' was commenced, and it was so far complet- 
ed in the Sixth month 1696, that meetings were held in phe mane by dbs 
the 'Great Meeting-house'’ wes pulled down to make way for the ‘Greater 
Meeting-house' which was erected on the seme site." 
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The Arch and Fourth Streets property "came into’possession of the 
Society in 1693-94. Of course before that date there was a burial place, 
and it was probably within the limits of this site, but it cannot be said 
with certainty that such was the case...-..+eThe whole plot at Arch and 
Fourth Streets hes been used as a burying ground; much of it has: had 
two layers of graves placed in it, and some parts even three. The re- 
mains of the worthies of more, then a century lie within the enclosure 
which has suggested the name of the Westminster Abbey of the Society of 
Friends." 

"At the Monthly Meeting held on Fifth month, 1738, the question of 
the erection of se meeting-house on the burial ground eat Arch and Fourth 
Streets was first suggested" and the subject was before the meeting sev- 
eral years, but not seriously go until 1795. “Active steps appear to 
have been taken in the year 1800 to prepare for the erection of the cen- 
tre building and east wing of the present structure.....Early in 1803 
preperations were made for commencing the building. The foundations were 
laid in that year, and the structure proceeded with in 1804. It was con- 
pleted early in 1805. The first meeting held in it wes the Women's Year- 
ly Meeting, which convened there Fourth month 15, 1805." The western 
end was of later construction. "It was first occupied in 1811, when the 
Women's Yearly Meeting convened there on the morning of Third-day, the 
16th of Fourth month, having the dey before been held in the east wing. 
On Second-day morning the Men's Meeting hed convened in the Key's Alley 
Meeting-house, where it had long been held, and adjourned to meet in 
the east wing at Arch Street, on Third-day, Fourth month 16th, so that 
on that date the whole structure was occupied for the first time by the 
Yearly Meeting." 

Here are a few extracts from a printed copy of the early minutes 
of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting which have direct bearing upon Arch 
Street Meeting's history in its earliest times, two centuries before it 
became known by its name of Arch Street:- 

From Abstracts of Minutes of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting 1682- 
1707.— "The first Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia, to treat of bus- 
“ness occurring among themselves, was held there the 9th day of the llth 
month, being the third day of the week, in the year 1682, the proceed- 
ings whereof were as follows— 

"Rh fit place to build a meeting-house in this City, as also the 
manner and form of building, being taken into consideration of friends, 
The whole wes referred to the care and management of Thomas Holmes, 
John Songhurst, Thomas Wynne, end Griffith Jones, or any three of them, 
and thet the charge theroof shell be born by this meeting, consisting 
of the friends belonging to the said City." f 

"Phe lst day of the 3d month, being the 3d day of the week, in the 
yeer 1683. The people of God met as formerly.— Agresd end appointed 
that every fifth day meeting, contrary to former Conclusion, shall com- 
mence at the 4th hour in the afternoon." 

"Friends being in the fear of the Lord, at their Quarterly Meeting, 
the 5th day of the 4th month 1683, being the third day of the week, they 
proceeded to business. A womans meeting was proposed, end unanimously a- 
greed upon Agreed that a place be appointed for Women friends to meet 
at, and that it be for the present at the house of Christopher Taylor, 
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"25th of llth Month, 1694, et Robert Ewer's. The friends appointed 
to speak to Governour Merkhem about his Lot of Ground in order for build- 
ing a meeting house make answer that they have so done, and find him ve- 
ry ready to serve friends therein, and friends agree to present him with 
fifty pounds & acknowledge his kindness therein." 

"26th of 6th Month 1698. Whereas the Old Bank Meeting house is much 
decayed, end in grest danger of falling down, the meeting hath teken the 
seme into consideration, and it is agreed that William Southeby, Anthony 
Morris, Samuel Richardson & Jemes Fox do Endeavour to get it dold at a 
publick out-cry sometime between this end the next monthly meeting, and 
to give Robert Turner notice thereof." 

"25th of 6th Month, 1699 The deeds of the ground whereon our meeting 
house stands, are this day delivered into the hands of Anthony Morris, he 
(as he saith) having also deeds of the Ground whereon the Old meeting 
house stood." 
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Meeting first held in......Carpenters Court. 
Meeting established....ccceceseeeeceee el 827- 
Monthly Meeting established.......++.++1827. 
Quarterly Meeting established......--.. -1828. 
Meeting House built .cceceseeeececeeee 1828. 
Friends' Central School established....1845. 
Meeting transferred to Race Street.....1857. 
Meeting House Boies oe oot oh eee Lo Letood. 
Location.......Bifth and Cherry Sts., Phila. 
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Cherry Street Meeting was the beginning from which Race Street Meet- 
ing developed. The Meeting was organized at the time of the Separation of 
1827 and its Meeting House was built by thet branch of the Society of 
Friends to which the name of Hicksites became attached when they were in 
serious need of a suitable place with proper accommodations for holding 
their Yeerly Meeting. Green Street Meeting House wes insufficient for 
the purpose, so, at first, a temporery building was erected nearby that 
House for the Yearly Meeting until a new Meeting House could take its 
place. The construction of the Cherry Street Meeting House was Seon 
‘ly quickly done. On a picture of Cherry Street Meeting House in the Bs 
session of the Pennsylvenia Historical Society's Librery at Thirteenth 
and Locust Streets, Philadelphia, is the Odes Ee ae oie ee 

{ urth day Morning View of Friends Meeting House on Che 
Bie seat Praner wet thie Building which is about 42 feet Front i aca 
Street by 100 feet deep was commenced on the 19th of llth Month 1827 an 
completely finished so thet Meeting was held therein on lst day the 3rd 
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of 2nd Month 1828.- A period of only 66 working days in une most inclem- 
ent- season of the yesr end such despatch has been hitherto unknowm in 
this or perhaps eny other city." 

This Meeting House continued to be used by Philadelphis Monthly 
Meeting until the new Meeting House at Fifteenth and Race Streets was 
opened for service in 1657. A history of Cherry Street Meeting, with 
elso the orgenization of the Hicksite Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, is 
here gleened from the Minute Book of Philadelphie Monthly Meeting, now, 
in 1938, in the Friends’ Historical Library at Swarthmore? Pa. 

"At a Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philedelphia, first held in Car- 
penters Court, on the 22nd dey of the 8th month 1827, esteblished by Ab- 
ington Quarterly Meeting, agreeably to the following extracts from its 
Minutes 

“Abington Quarterly Meeting held the 9th of 8th month 1627.- The fol- 
lowing minute, wes received in the Report from Byberry, viz,- ‘Friends 
of Philadelphia, belonging to the Monthly’ Meeting of Byberry, end who 
attend the indulged meeting in the city, have had a conference, upon 
the subject of forwarding a request to the Monthly meeting, for the es- 
teblishment of a meeting for Worship, slso a Preparative meeting; and 
a Monthly meeting for. discipline, to be called ‘The Monthly Meeting of 
Friends of Philadelphia, and to be held on the fourth dey of the week, 
preceding, the last sixth day of the month but one And efter deliberat- 
ing upon the important measure, and believing it would tend to the pro- 
motion of the cause of Truth and Peace, and contribute to the benefit, 
end preservation of their members, they were united in the belief that 
it would be right to have the subject laid before the monthly meeting 
for its consideration and judgment.' Which subject claiming the delib- 
erete attention of this meeting, a general unity therewith was express- 
ed— It was therefore directed to be forwarded to the Quarterly Meet- 
ing for its considerstion-— 

"On solidly delibereting on the important subject, it appeared to 
be the general sense of thie meeting, Thet said Meeting for Worship; 
also said Preparetive meeting, and Monthly meeting be established, egree- 
ably to the rrquest es stated in seid Report, end the following friends 
were appointed to ettend the opening of said Monthly Meeting, viz Levi 
Tyson, John Comly, Ellis Cleaver, Selathiel Cleaver, James Walton, Jon- 
athan Lukens, and George Truman, and to report to our next meeting, the 
day for holding their week dey meeting, and the hour appointed for as- 
sembling." 7 
Extrected from the Minutes of said meeting 

By Iseaec Perry Clerk for the day." 

"At en adjourned Meeting held 9 month 26. 1827 The subject of -cok- 
lecting money to defrey our proportion of the expence incurred in e- 
recting a temporery wooden building for the accommodation of the Yearly 
Meeting, and elso for the incidentel expences being introduced, Jona- 
then Sleeper, Isaec T. Hopper, Richard Price, Joel Atkinson, Hugh Mc- 
Tivaine, Thomas Phipps, John Cooke, Jemes Poultney, and Henry M. Zol- 
lickoffer ere nominated to give the necefsary ettention thereto, and 
pay the amount Collected into the hends of our Treasurer-—" 

"At ean Adjourned Monthly Meeting held 10 month 31, 1827.- The 
Committee appointed to provide accommodation for the Yearly Meeting, Re- 


' port that in Conjunction with a Committee appointed by the monthly meet- 
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ing of Green Street, they had caused to be erected at the South West Cor- 
ner of Green and fourth streets a temporery wooden building as directed, 
one hundred and one feet in length by fifty five feet wide.- and that 
its Gost was about $900 — they report also that it afforded Comfort- 
able accommodation to friends and that the Yearly Meeting directed its 
Treasurer to pey the expense incurred in the erection of said building " 

"At e Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia held at Carpenters 
Court the 19th of the 12th mo. 1827—- The following Report from our 
building Committee was read and adopted, end seid Committee authorized 
to purchase, in behelf of this meeting, the Lot of Ground therein recom- 
mended—- and our Trustees, Joel Atkinson Thomas Perker Jr, Henry C. 
Corbet, Seaml Hutchinson Anthony P Morris, and Caleb Ash, were directed 
to receive conveyence therefor, for the Use of the members of this meet- 
ing— 

"viz — 'To the Monthly meeting of Friends of Philadelphia The com- 
mitteee appointed for the purchese of a Lot, and the erection of a meet- 
ing house, heving Reported last month that a lot on Cherry street forty 
one feet two inches front by One hundred end forty one feet and an half 
a foot deep had been purchased, it was with the expectation thet the stab- 
les thereon erected could be immediately converted into a building suitable 
for a temporary meeting house. But as the alterations progressed, it was 
found thet the Walls, and frame work were not sufficiently strong; and it 
was therefore thought most prudent to erect substantial wells, so that the 
building could hereafter be disposed of, if a situation should offer, more 
favourable for the general accommodetion of Friends-- the walls were 
therefore made fourteen and eighteen inches thick. the house is the whole 
width of the lot by One hundred feet deep-—- it is now covered with an ex- 
cellent roof, the cellar has been dug, and the work has generally progress- 
ed with much expedition the intention of the committee is, to have the 
inside of the meeting housd finished in a substantial manner, with sin- 
plicity in the material, and work, to put Youths galleries along the north, 
south, and west walls, to have sliding partitions for the convenience of 
separating the mens and womens meetings for business, and to plaster the 

walls— The General committes of the Yezrly meeting having given the ma- 
' terials of the Frame building on Green street erected for the accommoda- 
tion of the late Yearly meeting, the benches which were used for the 
yearly meeting, and those now in the Meeting house in Carpenters Court 
will be used for the new Meeting house-—- The committee is desirous that 
the monthly meeting would direct its attention towards purchasing the 
dwelling, stabling, and lot of ground directly east of the meeting house, 
containing thirty four feet on Cherry street and extending in length to 
Race or Sassafras street—- the price is ten thousand two hundred and fif- 
ty dollars, and the importance of having the controul of this property is 
quite evident; and would be desirable not only whilst our meetings are 
held therem but in the opinion of the committee it would tend to factits 
tate a sale, if at any future time it may be thought advisable— The sub- 
jéct referred to the attention of this committee of having conveyance of 
“the real estate made to the trustees, and the Deeds recorded has been 
progressed in; and will be completed as soon as circumstances will admit. - 
Signed by direction and on behalf of the committes 
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I. Wilson Moore 


Wn Wherton 

Benj= Tucker 

Ric Price 
Philadelphia 12mo. 15th 1827 reer Clerk" 


"At an adjourned Monthly Mesting of Friends of Philadelphia held 
in Carpenters Court the 23rd dey of the lst mo 1828 The following Report 
from the joint committees of the Monthly Meeting of Friends held on 
Green street, Radnor, and this Meeting wes read, and adopted and direct- 
ed to be forwarded to our ensuing Querterly Meeting— viz 
"The Committees appointed by Radnor, Green street, and Philedelphia 

Monthly meetings to take into consideration the propriety of establish- 
ing « Quarterly Meeting to be composed of those three Monthly meetings 
having twice met end deliberately considered the subject are united in. 
recommending that a proposition be laid before the ensuing Quarterly 
moeting of Abington (that if there epproved, it may be forwarded to the 
Yeerly Meeting for its approbation) that a Quarterly Meeting embracing 
those monthly meetings be established, to be held in Philadelphia on the 
Third-day follcwing the first second-day in the Second, Fifth, Eighth 
and Hleventh Months— Meetings of Ministers and Elders the day preceed- 
ing— to be denominated Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting of Friends, and 
to be opened in the 8th month next at ten O Clock in the morning, et the 
Cherry street housea— Signed on behalf of the Committee by 

Joseph George 

Samuel Noble 

John Townsend 

Naomi Rhoads 

Elizebeth Wooley 
Philadelphia lst mo 22nd 1828 Susanne Haydock "” 

On the same date “Our Building Committee produced the following Re- 
port which the meeting adopted and it was concluded in conformity with 
their recommendation to hold our meetings for Worship and Discipline in 
our New Meeting house upon Cherry street, as soon as the seme is suffi- 
cisntly finished therefore. 

"A succession of demp weather has continued for several weeks, and 
although it has been very unfavorable to building, the committee has 
nevertheless pressed forward towards the completion of the Meeting house 
-with all possible expedition, and it is expected that previous to the 
next monthly meeting it will be ready for the accommodation of Friends— 
The Committee would therefore recommend to the Monthly meeting to direct 
the meetings for Yorship and Discipline to be thdre held, as soon as the 
House is sufficiently finished— It will be desirable to have the assis- 
tance of Women friends in the direction of cleaning the house, preparing 
cushions, and other matters thet will add to their comfort; the committee 
would therefore suggest thet their meeting shdéujd be requested to appoint 

i for that purpose— " 
3 Meg aieas lies enthiy meeting of Friends of Philada. held in Cer- 
penters Court on the 30th day of the lst mo— 1828 It was concluded to 
hold our next Monthly meeting in the New Meeting house lately erected 


~-on Cherry street." 
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"At a Monthly meeting of Friends of Philadelphis held et the Cherry 
street meeting house on the 20th of the 2mo. 1828.-—" (This dates the 
first session held in the Cherry Street Meeting House. ) 

Friends’ Central School, so celebrated in leter years, began at the 
Cherry Street Meeting House grounds. From the Bulletin published at the 
time of ‘the 75th anniversary of the School in 1920, the following is quot- 
ed:- "In 1835 the Meeting property was on Fourth Street, above Cherry, 
and a building was erected there in the summer and fall of this yeer, in 
which the comnittee proposed to open two schools; 'In the first story a 
school for young children of both sexes, snd in the second story a school 
for girls, wherein should be taught sewing and the other branches of a 
plein and useful educetion.' These schools were opened in November, 
1835, but svidently the young ladies at that time did not appreciate 
their advantages, for at no time during the first year did the number of 
scholers excesd thirty. The committee met with much trouble in securing 
and keeping suiltable teachers, although the salary paid was $15 a month. 
Evidently teachers did not work for the love of working in those days as 
they do now. In 1844, all the teachers employed having sent their resig- 
nations to the committee, it became evident that. some radical change was 
necessary to prevent the discontinuance of the schools. 

"To canvass the matter thoroughly, a committees was appointed by the 
Monthly Meeting, to act in conjunction with the school committee. They 
recommended the erection of a three-story building on Cherry Street, to 
be used exclusively as a high school for boys and girls. This was not 
considered feasible at that time, but the committes was continued to 
consult on the subject with committees from the other Monthly Meetings 
held in Philedelphia, viz.: the one held at Green Street and Spruce - 
Street Meeting. This joint committee reported in October, 1844, end re- 
commended that 'Two schools be established for the instruction of boys 
and girls in the various branches of an English education, end such oth- 
er branches as are approved by the committee having charge of the school, 
which shell be under the care of a joint committee, appointed by the 

-three monthly Mestings held in Philadelphia.' 

"Money was reised by privete subscriptions, and proper buildings 
were erscted by Cherles end Comly Shoemaker, and Friends' Central School 
wes formally opened September 1, 1845. The Principal of the boys' depart- 
ment wes Beniemin Hallowell, et thet time justly regarded #5 one of the 
bect of educetors, and nfterwards} an nuthor of tarious excélient books 

in mathematics. The pupils of this department numbered ninety~six. The 
principalship or vhe girls’ department wes in the cere of Mary H. Mid- 
dleton, end the pupiis numbered one hundred and two." 

"At e Monthly Meeting of Friends of Fhiladelphie held at Cherry Stes 
6mo: 19th 1644 The following report was read and efter an expression of 
Sentiment the further consideration thereof was deferred enother month 
'To the Monthly Meeting’ The Conmittee of men end women friends eppoint- 
ed to consider what disposition cen be made of the school roots opposite 
to the meeting house, Report— That they have hed several meetings at 
which they were generally present, they examined the rooms and are units 

ed in the conclusion thet they are inadequate for the accommodation of 
Schoole such es the wants of the Society in this duty require. After de- 
liberately considering the subject in its vericus bearings they ere furs 
ther of the opinion that the building in question should be removed and 
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the materials employed in the érection of a 3 story Brick building on 
the eest side of the lot on Cherry St.- belonging to the Monthly Meet- 
ing suitable for the accommodation of a high school for Boys and Girls. 
It is believed that a lot of 20 by 46 feet can be adventegeously eppro- 
priated to the purpose without materially lessening the size of the 
yard. If the monthly meeting consent to this proposal it is suggested 
that a committee be appointed to erect and furnish the building provid- 
ed the funds necessary to meet the whole expenses of Building furniture 
and appurstus, can be obteined by individual subscription, which the 
committee are enccuraged to believe can be done 
Signed on behalf of the committee 

Dillwyn Parrish 
Phileda John D. Griscom 
6mo 18. 1844 Susanne Pusey 

Catharine H Truman " 

"At a Monthly Meeting of Women Friends of Philsada. held at Cherry 
Street lst Mo. 2let 1857. We have received information from Men's meet- 
ing, that it is expected we shall remove to the new meeting house, 

west of Broad Street on the first second month next. Hannah Miller, 
Henneh R. Chendlee, Catharine H Truman, Mery Chendlee, Rebecce Rowlend, 
and Rechel Bolden, are requested to attend to the cleening of the house, 
end eny other prepéretion thet may be required for our accommodation." 

"ft a Monthly Meeting of Women Friends of Philadelphia held 4th mo. 
15th 1857. Our Meetings on and since the lst day of 2d month, have 
been held et the new house on Race Street west of 15th Street." 

The sale of the Cherry Street Meeting House took plece shortly af- 
ter the Race Street Meeting House was occupied by the meeting, and pre- 
vious to the writing of the following minutes:- 

"At the Monthly meeting of Friends of .Philedelphia held 3rd Month 
17th 1858 The benches from our old meeting have been purchased by a num- 
ber of Friends for the use of this meeting, our Treasurer is requested 
to pay for the seme." 

"At the Monthly meeting of Friends of Philadelphia held 10mo 20th 
1858—- Fourth dey 10mo 27th. The meeting proceeded with its businefs— 

~The committee appointed to exemine the accounts of John Saunders 66 | 
Tressurer of the Fund for the erection of e new meeting house end also 
es Treasurer of the Joint Building committee Report That upon exemin- 
ation they found the accounts correct, the following sums having been 
received & paid by him, for properties owned by the Yeerly &- monthly 
meetings, end also on account of Lot purchased for Friends Centrel 
School.- " 

Among the various items is this 

“Sele of property on Cherry St. below Sth St. $22,000.00 " 


The Cherry Street Meeting House was never actually demolished, 
but, from time to time, it was added to, built upon, over and ebout, 
until it is no longer recognized. In 1938, as No. 423 Cherry Street, it 
is occupied by the Wm. H. Horstman Company, whose neme and the date 
"1860" are on the front of the building. 
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CHESTNUT HILL. : 
MGGUINEWORE ANALG. sche Sa alee oy sls cle bo Wee va cle eh OOS 
First place of meeting at 102 Fast Mermaid Lene 
Monthly Meeting esteblished......svecueee 1924, 
Meera PICHCUSO a1 Gis cd 0 Stree vielen Bs 4's ele ee a1 9Sl'< 
Location. 100 Best Mermaid Lene, Chestnat Hill. 
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Chestnut Hill, in the city limits of Philadelphia, hes an Indulged 
Meeting which also keeps a Monthly Meeting that belongs to both branch- 
es of the Society of Friends. It is new in Friencs' history, heving 
been so recently estabiished as in 1924, and in 1929 holds its sessions 
in the office building of the Yernall-Waring Company, No. 102 East Mer- 
meid Lene, Chestnut Hill, a building, that, from outwerd eppeerance, 
has every indication of having formerly been e& private residence. 

The following communication from D. Robert Yarnell, senior member of. 
Yarnall-Wering Compeny, manufacturers of the Yar-way Plant Power Devic- 
ea, Zives valuable and certain information regarding Chestnut Hill Meet- 
ing: 

"Chestnut Hill meeting was established Eleventh Month 16th, 1924, 
and has never missed a First Dey morning meeting since that time; the 
Meeting hes ealweys been held at its present location, 102 E. Mermaid 
Lene, Chestnut Hill. 

"The Meeting is held in the office of the Yarnall-Waring Co-, 102 
E. Mermaid Lene. It may be of interest that the Meeting is now contem- 
plating building a small Meeting House in the vicinity, as it feels 
that it has outgrown its present Meeting facilities. 

"Thee probably knows that although an indulged Meeting, it is in 
touch with both branches of Friends, through a Joint Committee; threa 
Friends being appointed by Abington Quarterly Meeting (Arch Street) 
and three members by School Lane Monthly Meeting (Race Street)." 

The foregoing communicetion, dated March 1, 1929, "Friday", was 

- addressed to the compiler of these Friends’ Meeting historical notes. 
In 1931 the Mesting House for Chestnut Hill was erected at No. 100 ; 

‘Past Mermaid Lene, at one corner of the spacious lawn near the office 
building where the religious services had previously been conducted. 
The new house is an L-shaped building with a prominent outside chimney, 
is rough-cast and faces the northweet, the covered front entrance door 
being approached by a flight of steps, fourteen in number, from the 
sidewalk. 

Chestnut Hill Meeting House, built of concrete blocks and rough- 
cast, wag completed so that the first meeting could be held in it on 
September 13, 1931. The meeting~room is furnished with benches obtain- 
ed by loan from Arch Street Meeting. D. Robert Yarnell states in re- 
gard to the furnishing , Dec. 11, 1931:- "The old Meeting House bench- 
es which ere used were loened to us by Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, 
Ath and Arch Streets, and we believe they are the seme benches which 
were used for many years by the Orenge Street Meeting House, which 
was loceted where Charles Jenkins's publishing house now stands." 

In the L of the Meeting House, across the corridor back of the as- 
sembly-room, are neat, bright rooms for First-day School, comnittees, 
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or domestic purposés. This Meeting House makes an attractive appeer- 
ance, close to the sidewelk on Hast Mermaid Lane, well shaded both on 
‘right and left during summer days, and open to the sunlight in the 
winter season. At the southwest end, which forms the L of the building, 
are several old trees, among which, one beech tree beers the scars of 
knife-carved initials cut in past yeers, in some cases now overgrowm 
and healed by time's passage. 
The following communicetion concerns Chestnut Hill Meeting in re- 
spect to its office as a Monthly Meeting:- 
"Media, R. 3, Pa. Nov. 11, 1937 
Deer Friend: © 
The orgenization of Chestnut Hill Monthly Meeting passed 
through various stages, and there might perhaps be some difference of 
opinion as to when the meeting was actually established. We think of 
ourselves, however, as having had our stort ct a meeting which was 
held on 11th month 9th, 1924. We heve Been functioning as a distinct 
group from thet time to the present. Trusting that this is the infor- 
metion which thee desires, 
Sincerely thine, 
Leonidas Dodson 
Recorder." 
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Mesting originelly know as.........-OQley. 
Meeting organized beforea...cse+seeeeel Qe 
Monthly Mesting established .........1737. 
Name changed to Exeter...--secccceve ell 42. 
Meoicang eOUSO LDU Libs 6 <\ce:0sed,0.0 6 ees l boos 
Hicksite Brench settled at Reading...1827. 
Locetion near....... ...»--Stonersville, Pa. 
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; Exeter is a Monthly Meeting of Philadelphia Quarter of the Yearly 
Meeting of the Society of Friends. At the time of the Separation in 1827, 
the Meeting House was retained by Orthodox Friends, and, in the Hicksite 
‘Brench the name was transferred, as a Monthly Meeting, to the meeting at 
Reading. 

The Monthly Meeting of Exeter was established in 1737 by Gwynedd 
Monthly Meeting for the Friends of Oley and Maiden Creek, being origin- 
ally called Oley from the township in which it was located, until 1742, 
when it became Exeter by reason of the division of Oley Township. From 
the minutes of Gwynedd Monthly and of Exeter Monthly Meetings are these 
two extracts referring to the establishment of this Meeting, as record- 
ed in Michener's "Retrospect of Early Quakerism":- 
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"At a Monthly Meeting, held at Gwynedd, the fifth month, the 26th, 
1737, pursuant to the directions of last Quarterly Meeting's minute, 
this meeting, together with the Friends of Oley and Maiden Creek, have 
agreed that their Monthly Meeting for business be called Oley Monthly 
Meeting, and held the last fifth day in every month, except they dis- 
cover occasion to remove to another time. The first to be at Oley, the 
last fifth day in next month." 

"At a Quarterly Meeting held in Philadelphia, the 3d day of the - 
third month, 1742, Oley Monthly Meeting reporting thet upon a division 
of the townships, their meeting falls into Exeter Township, whereupon 
it is agreed that henceforward Oley Meeting be celled Exeter Monthly 
Meeting." 

An extract from John &. Eshelman's historical sketch called "The 
Society of Friends, and Their Meeting Houses, in Berks County", reads:- 
"Friends continued to increases in numbers in Exeter end Amity townships, 
end in the year 1756 there wes nead of a greater meeting-house, and the 
following year, ths nest, plain, and substantial stone building was 
built which still stends on an eminence overlooking the fertile Monoc- 
acy Velley. It was erected on a plot of ground to the east and just a- 
cross the roadwey from its predecessor. This stone mseting-house has 
been used continuously for s period of .175 years by the Exeter Friends." 

The early Minute Books of Exeter Monthly Meeting are, in 1938, in 
the Friends’ Historical Librery et Swerthmore, Pa. Here is a copy of 
the first entry in the first book, which repeats the first minute of 
the foregoing information, but adheres strictly to the written text:- 

"THE MANNER in which Friends of Oley and Maiden Creek obtained 4 
Monthly Meeting was as follows, Vizt. At a Monthly Meeting held at 
Gwynedd the 26th Day of the 2nd Month 1737 

"Respecting the Propofel of Oley and Maiden Creek Meetings,- the 
last Meeting, for the efteblishment of ea Monthly Meeting amongst them; 
this meeting having weightily considered their Propofels, end the Cous~ 
6s inducing them thereto, it's agreed the fame be leic before next Quar- 

terly Meeting for their advice end concurrence. 
"ht a Quarterly Meeting held in Philedelphia the end. 

"Day of the 3rd. Month 1737. ; 

“The Propofal from Gwynedd Vonthly Meeting for admitting Friends of 
Oley and Meiden Creek to have a Monthly Meeting; 

"This Meeting agree, that Oley end Maiden Creek hold a Monthly Meet- 
ing; the Time and Plece is left to the faid Friends end the Monthly 
Meeting of Gwynedd, 

Signed by Senuel Preston Clerk " f 

"at « Monthly Meeting held at Gwynedd the Sth Month the 26th. aT 37. 
Pursuant to the direction of lest Quarterly Meetings Minute this Meet- 
ing, together with Friends of Oley end Meiden Creck h&ve agresd, that 
their Monthly Meeting for Bufinefs be called-- Oley Monthly Meeting, 
and held the last fifth Day in every Month, except they discover Occé- 

jon to remove it to another Time: the first to be at Oley the lest 
fifth Dey in next Month. 

“True Copies of the feid Meeting's Minutes examined , 

Pr John Evans Clerk. 


And now egain by Robert Fenrose Clerk " 
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_ the fourth Hour, one to be held at the Meeting House, and the other at 


1886, is given the following outline of the story of Exeter Meeting:- 


_ style. Meetings are still held regularly (1886), but there ere few at- 


in turn, conveyed the land to Hllis Hugh, Thomas Ellis and James Boone in 


Richard Lundy were chosen additional elders; end at the Tenth Monthly 
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The following is enother interesting extrect teken from the Exeter 
Monthly Meeting's minutes:- 

"Exeter Monthly Meeting held there the 29th Dey of the 4th Month 
1762 The Friends of Exeter Report, that they think it would be of advan- 
tage for them to hold two sefternoon Meetings on first Days within the 
Compefs of their Meeting during the Summer Sewson, both to begin i it at 


a School House neer Samuel Lee's— Which this Meeting on Considering 
is free to Grent until our next Yeerly Meeting, With respect to thet 
Proposed to be held at the School House, end that to be held at the Meet- 
ing House mey be Continued from Year to Year as long as the Meeting 
thinks proper, to begin at the First Day after the Yeerly Meeting in the 
Spring, end to end as aforesaid. The first Meeting to be held next first- 
Day come-a-week " 

As ¢« meeting for worship Exeter dates at least ten years previous 
to its establishment as a Monthly Meeting, for mention of its Meeting 
House was made in 1727. In Montgomery's "History of Berks County, Pa.," 


"Friends' Meeting House is situete in the Monocacy Velley and on the 
Amity line. It is & plain stone building, built similar to, but ea little 
larger than the ordinary country school-house. Like the hebits of the 
sect for which it wes designed, it was finished in a simple, but neat 


tendents besides the Beileys, Shoemakers snd Lees, some of whom come from 
a distance. The Monthly Meetings are attended by Friends from Reading, 
Robeson, and Meiden-creek, in addition to the foregoing. The cemetery is 
inclosed with a substentisl stone fence, and contains so many interments 
thet some greves are on top of others. The site is pleasant, and the 
plece for » meeting-house was well selected, eat thet time having been a 
central point for large settlements of Friends in the valleys of the Mo- 
nocecy tnd the Manetowy. The one ecre of land on which the house was 
built wes a part of a two hundred and seventy-one-acre trect which hed 
oeen patented by Thomas Penn to George Boone in 1734, and was deeded by 
Boone end his wife, Deborsh, to Anthony Lee, John Webb end Squire Boone, 
for e consideration of 20 shillings, December 24, 1736. The seme day they, | 


trust ‘for a house and place of religious worship for meeting for the 
people celled Quekers, within said township of Oley, and shell permit and 
suffer the said piece of lend whereon ye said messuege stands, and is e- 
rected...-. to be and remane a burying-place for ye burying and intering « 
of ell such persons as the people called Quekers within ye said township 
shell allow of, end to and for no other uge and service whatsoever.’ It 
is probable that the first meeting-house was erected prior to this date 
(December 24, 1736), but the first Monthly Meeting appears to heve been 
held June 25, 1737. At the meoting in the Eighth Month, Anthony Lee and 


Meeting Ellis Hughes end James Boone were eppointed overseers, in the 
plece of Thomas Ellis and Anthony Lee. The Eleventh Monthly Meeting, in 
1737, was held in the meeting-house in Meiden-creek, with which society 
this organizetion has always been connected in holding Monthly Meetings." 
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"Though so many chenges have teken plece that scarcely any members 
are left, those remaining must be commended for their adherence to the 
faith of the fathers and the consistent service they maintain when the 
future of the meeting seems so inauspicious. 

"This meeting-house is mentioned in e@ petition, presented to the 
court at Philadelphia, in 1727, for e road 'from the Lutheran Meeting- 
House at Tulpehocken creek to.the High Road at the Quaker Meeting-House 
near the mill of George Boone, in Oley.' By the petition it appears 
thet both e mill end a meseting-house were then in existence, and that the 
inhabitants of the surrounding country had their grists ground in the 
vicinity of their settlements, instead of having been coupelled to pro- 
cead to Perkiomen Mills, Thirty miles distent, for that purpose." 

The Orthodox Brench of Friends also held Preparative and Monthly Meet- 
ings in Exeter. From the "Book of IMeetings" issued by Arch Stroet Friends 
about 1905, the following is quoted:- "Bxeter. The Monthly and Prepara-~ 
tive Meetings were officially laid down in 1399 and the members joined 
to Philadelphia Monthly Meeting. The Meeting House is in the township of 
Exeter, Berks county, Pa., about one mile east from Stonersville, and 
eight miles east of Reading. The village of Uxeter, now called Lorane, 
is five miles to the south. The house is still standing, is in good con- 
dition, and can be used for Meeting purposes at any time. The regular 
Meeting is now held in a privete house....in the house of Charles Lee on 
First end Fifth deys at 10 o'clock. He and his sisters, and sometimes & 
neighbor, constitutsa the Meeting. The home of Charles Lee is about four 
miles distant from Birdsboro, a ststion on the Main Line of the Philadel- 
phia & Reading R.R., about one and three-quarters hours from Philadel- 
phia." 

Tt wes on August 16, 1929, that the compiler of these records visit- 
ed the Exeter Meeting House while returning from the Grange Lecturers' 
Conference at State College, Pa. He owed the privilege to Thomas H. 
Strain of Merchantville, N.J.», with whom he was in company at the Confer- 
ence. 
In 1929 the Exeter Friends' Meoting House in the neighborhood of 
Stonersville, Berks County, Pe., is in good condition. It stends by the 
roadside on a high elevation of ground which makes the building visible 
a long ways off from several distant points of view. There is no date on 
the building, but the architecturel design of the structure, especially 
the door eat the rear of the house, evidently designed to take the place 
of a horse-block, appears to indicate great age to the edifice. The 
Burial Ground in front of the Meeting House is inclosed by a stone wall, 
solid and well preserved, with an iron gate on the side next to the 
House. There are no Memoriel stones visible and one half of the ground 
is noticeably about a half-foot higher than the other. One of the graves 
is marked with a small American flag, and others are identified by the 
reised sodding. Several trees grow about the Meeting House grounds, but 
do not obstruct the view of the building. Near to and at tha rear of the 
House, facing the public road is a monument erected by the County's His- 
torical Association. It bears this inscription:- 


EXETER FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE AND BURYING GROUND 
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ANCESTORS OF PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN. AND OF 
DANIEL BOONE AR® BURIED HERG 


Historical Society of Berks Co. 1915. 


ERE HER PEE EAHEE 
FAIR HILL. 


Land early donated to Friends by George Fox. 
Meeting established oarly...cscccreeees 

First Meeting House built about.......1707. 
Meeting discontinued -.ccsecevcse sconces 

Meeting revived about...s...6-e+eee+ 0001880. 
MeStine Ouse ADULT seis ss ous gtd 2 aoe sh 6 ote LOO 
First-day School organized...+.++e++++ +1883. 
Location.....Germantown Ave. and Cambria St. 


HHI IE HHH 


In Philadelphia on Germentown Avenue at Cembria Street is located, on 
@ rising plot of ground, the beeutiful burial ground called Fair Hill, 
which belongs to the Hicksite brench of the Society of Friends. It is kept 
in perfect condition, is lerge and is the resting place of many members of 
the Society, who, in the prst, have occupied various positions in the home, | 
in public affairs, in the business world, or elsewhere; while some have won | 
distinction and became famous in the religious, educational, or even in po- 
litical movements of the Society end of the country's history. Among them 
wes Lucretia Mott, who ettained a fame far above many others es a minister 
of the Society, as an active, energetic end fearless worker among the an- 
ti-slavery leaders for meny years before the question was. answered and 
the problem solved and settled in 1863, end she was an early advocate for 
the Rights of Women in the politicsl issues of her time. Her grave in 
Feir Hill is near the center of the cemetery. George Truman, enother cele- 
‘brated minister in the Friends’ Meeting, is also interred in this Burial 
Ground; so also is Isasc H. Hillborn of a leter day, likewise a speeker 
greatly loved by the Friends; while, not very far from Lucretia Mott's 
greve is thet of Louise J. Roberts, well-knovm end admired as @ religious 
teacher and for her literery lebors in the publication of the Friends’ In- 
telligencer. Aeron B. Ivins, for meny years: Principal of Friends’ Centrel 
School, is likewise buried near the center of Fair Hill's spacious enclos- 
ure. 

Opposite the Buriel Ground is the stone Meeting House displaying the 
dete 1682 on the southern gable, so high end so interfered with by the 
climbing vines as to be almost hidden and hardly discernable. This build- 
ing is of « very different type of urchitecturo from the older Friends' 
Meeting Houses in Philedelphia. Feir Hill is en indulged meeting belonging 

to Philadelphia Quarter of Hicksite Friends. Previous to the erection of 
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this Meeting House its place wes supplied by an older’ building thet dated 
from the early part of the eighteenth century, but which, in leter years, 
hed been used as a dwelling-house, after it ceesed to be used for meeting 
purposes, which, doubtlessly wes before 1812, for the name of Feir Hilt 
is not enrolled on the list of mestings in the schedule of Philadelphis 
Yearly Meeting in that year. 

In more recent years, bordering upon the present time, Friends in the 
Feir Hill section of the city began to be aware of the need of a new 
Meeting House and the re-establishment of a meeting there. Previous to and 
during the time of the erection of this new building, indulged meetings 
were held in privete houses of Friends living in the neighborhood; at 
times in the home of Eliza FP. Kirk, 2835 North Eleventh Street, sometimes 
in Alfred Ogden's residence, 1117 Lehigh Avenue, end et others at No. 2711 
North Eleventh Street. 

In the Friends' Intelligencer, Sixth Month, 1881, sn article written 
by Joseph M. Trumen Jr. appeared, drevwing the attention of Friends to the 
needs of the Feir Hill Burial Ground at that time. His messege stateds- 
"The need of a suitable meeting-house. at Feir Hill Burial-ground is becom- 
ing more apparent. Recently three were buried there who died in distent 
locelities, and the invitation to the friends was to meet et the greveyard, 
where, if the weather proved unfavorable, the small room connected with 
the tenant house would accommodate very few. The tendency among Friends is 
to discourage expensive funerels, and the surest wey of doing so is to have 
a meeting-house at the cemetery, end let the invitation be to meet there; 
then the house and one or two carrieges for the immediate family will be 
ell sufficient. The trensfer to the burying-ground of the old meeting- 
house built in the early part of last century, end so used for more then 
100 yeers, but which for a long while has been appropriated for a dwelling- 
house, has been proposed; and as the prospect is thet the street will be 
opened through the ground at a very early date just where the meeting- 
house stands, such a course will be requisite if thet house is used. It is 
a source of regret when encient landmarks like this sre removed; but the 
question erises whether it will be large enough for the purpose, and to 
build en addition would spoil the symmetry of the structure." | 

In Eighth Month, 1882, subscriptions were solicited end ieee cmon 
ed by Spencer Roberts, treasurer, for the new Meeting House at Feir Hill, 
end the work of construction begen. This continued several months. In the 
Friends' Intelligencer, Fourth Month 21, 1683, the following announcement 
was made:- "We are informed by the committee heving charge of the work 
thet the new mesting-house is about ready for furnishing, and that it is 
their desire to make the interior neet and comfortable, so thet Friends 
who attend regularly, es well as those who may occasionally, find ae ae 
and pleasent to be there, may enjoy sitting within its walls. ee eee 
have not contributed to the building of the house have expressed ea wi Be 
ness to assist in furnishing it, end improving the graveyard end edjacen 

il 
Ses afterwards meetings were held regularly in the new building a 
Fair Hill, end on Tenth Month 7, 1883, ® First-day School was organize 
. Hie aaa be no exact record of the establishment of the pee 9 
inel Feir Hill Meeting, but the lend where the Meeting House stood was 
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given "for the purpose" by George Fox at the seme time that he donated 
ue ground for the "Great Meeting House" built et Second and High (Mar- 
ket) Streets in 1695. Ezra Michoner, in his "Retrospect of Early Quak- 
erism" published in 1860, before the renewal of the Meeting, stated:- 

"The meeting-house et Feir Hill was built many years ago, on 
ground purchased by the Monthly Meeting of the Peoples of God, called 
Quakers, in Philadelphia,'for the benefit, use and behoof of the poor 
people of the seid Quekers, belonging to the said meeting, for ever, 
end.for a place to erect a mesting-house and school-house upon, and for 
a place to bury their deed.' It is located in the northern precincts of 
the city proper, between Cembria and Indiana Streets, on the east side 
of the road to Germantown. No meetings have been held there for many 
years. The property it known ¢s Fair Hill Burying-ground." 

There is no mention of Fair Hill among the meetings in 1812, so it 
must have been laid down before that yeer. In a paper prepared by George 
Veux for the Centennial Celebration of Arch Strest Meeting in 1904, the 
writer remarked:- "Whilst Fairhill Meeting, strictly speaking, was not a 
city meeting, yet it was so closely associated with then that this paper 
would not be complete without some reference to it. George Fox had given 
a small plot at Fairhill to Friends, and it was somewhat increased in 
size by purchases of adjoining lend. This plot was on Gsrmentown Avenue, 
near Cembria Street. Here was eerly built the small structure known &s 
Fairhill Meeting-house. It must heve been erected prior to 1700, but I 
am unable to give the date. I have a picture of it as it appeared in 
1722, and it was removed comparatively recently, being in the line of 
one of the streets. If eny one knows of a photograph of it, I shall be 
glad to be informed of the fact." 

The following interesting items are obtained from the early minutes 
of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting:- 

"Twenty-sixth of Twelfth Month, 1702. Some friends living distant 
from this meeting between this end Germantown & frencfort, proposed the 
building of a meeting house near the half way run, it being very Incon- 
venient for their families in the Winter time, and desired the concur- 
rence of this meeting who after consideration of the matter, thought fit 
to leave it to the neighborhood of friends thereabouts, if they think 
themselves able to go on with it, without the assistance of friends in 
the Town, who are at present building a Meeting house, & cennot well 
help them except they defer it until another year." 

"Twenty seventh of Tenth month, 1706. It being moved by friends of 
Fairhill meeting thet they might have a meeting more general once a month 
to be attended as many as are free; accordingly it is agreed that such @ 
meeting may be held at fairhill meeting house the first sixth day every 
month for the future, untill further order." 

"Twenty fifth of fifth month, 1707 David Lloyd is desired to leave 
the deed of ths meeting house at Fairhill in the hands of Anthony Mor- 
ris with the cther writings and Conveyances belonging to this meeting." 
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FRANKFORD. : 
Meeting eerly known as..........Tookeny. 
Meow Nesonghns Fads. 36. sed.eleu.auleaies se LOB2s 
Monthly Meeting estebliched........1701. 
Mee vite eDUSO OULU. 26 2.0. «0 ale 6 ose ts 10 Fs 
Orthodox Meeting House built.......1833. 
Friends’ School established.......-1833. 
Preparative Meeting discontinued...1928. 
Location.....ss...+e.»:.-brankford, Phila. 
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Frenkford is en Indulged Mesting belonging to Philadelphia Quarter of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Hicksite Branch of the Society of Friends. 

' However, in the Arch Street Yeerly Meeting it is a Monthly Meetinz belong- 

ing to Abington Querter. Both branches have Meeting Houses in Frenkford, 8 
suburban section of the city. They are located about a mile apart, the old- 
er of ths two, dating from 1775, being at the corner of Weln and Unity Sts., 
the other, deting from’'1823, being et the corner of Penn and Orthodox Sts. 

Mention is made of Frankford Meeting in Martindale's “History of Byber- 
ry and Moreland Townships," fron which the following is abridged, or other- 
wise quoted:- 

In Fifth Month, 1683, it was agreed at a Quarterly Meeting of Frieuds 
held in Philadelphie, to esteblish a First-day mesting at "Tcokany and Po- 
etquegsink" and that these two were to make one Monthly Meeting. The meet- 
ing began ulterneisly et the house of Sarah Seary et Oxford and at John 
Hert's on the Poquessing. Soon after & iot of one acre was set apart for 
buriel purpose. The meeting at Sereh Seary's "seems to have been the forerun- 
ner of the Frenkford Friends' Meeting. The lot for this purpose was located 
on Wein Street, opposite Unity. On the lot, which consists of two acres, & 
school formerly stood. It ig now gone. A fire consumed & row od sheds which 
formerly surrounded the meeting on three sides. The buriel ground ie now 
nesrly filled. Yhe present building wes erected in 1775. according to lo- 

cal trsecition, bricks were imported from Englend. In the yard stands & stone 
pletform from which ladies formerly mounted their horses. Many of the early 
rscords of this meeting have bsen lost." 

The following is the record of Frenkford es Ezre Michener gives it in 
his "Retrospect of Tarly Quakerism':- "The two ancient meetings of Frenk- 
ford and Germentown, which now compose Frenkford Preperetive Meeting, heve 
been attached to the Monthly Meeting of Greon Street since the yeer 1827. 

"1682.- ‘Thomes Feirman, having removed with his family from Shacka- 
mexon, which wes built accordingly very early; first a log house, efter- 
werds @ brick.' -(S. Smith.) 

"A first dey meeting hed been held still earlier et the house of Sarah 
Seyers, at Tacony, or Oxford." 

‘ "1854.- Philedelphia Quarter reports that Frenkford Preparative Meet- 
ing is now held alternately at Frenkford and Germentow." -(Yeerly Meeting.) 

In 1928 Frenkford Meeting of Hicksite Friends was so diminished in 
membership end interest as to create a serious consideration for the edvis- 
ability of closing it as a plece of worship. This was a most regretful con- 
dition of affairs, end attached to it a proposition to convert the ed join- 
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ing greveyard into a recreation ground for children and youth, a propo- 
sition which entails a seeming desecration of the sepulchres of the 
deed. However, neither circumstence ceme to pass, and since 1928 a reviv- 
al of interest manifested itself in the Frenkford Meeting, and it became 
once more an ective congregation with increesing strength. During the 
spring of ‘1930 the following appeared in the Friends' Intelligencer:- 

"New Activities et Frenkford Meeting. I wonder how meny Intelligen- 
cer resders heve ever visited the old Meeting House at Frenkford? Built 
in 1775 of English brick, it stands to-dey e substentiel specimen of co- 
lenial erchitecture, end looks able to endure many more centuries. A 
large yerd in front and the graveyard back of it, give it a very command- 
ing situetion, end the irregular streets in thet part of Frrenkford make 
it visible from many points. It almost seems as if all roads lead to the 
old Meeting House. 

"In recent yeers there are few Friends' femilies to be found in 
Frenkford end the attendance fell off until it seemed impossible to keep 
up the mseting. But e few consecrated Friends held on and were able to 
interest others, and now the committee of oversight is much encouraged 
-et the very much increased ettendence at meetings, and the First-day 
School now gethers in from fourteen to eighteen. 

"For several months the Women's Club of Frenkford has had the use 
of the building for community settlement work on Seventh-day sfternoons, 
something which is much needed in that part of Frankford. Seventy-five 
or eighty children gather there and are taught useful hend~creft end the 
beginnings of American citizenship. 

"Come and visit Frankford Meeting and by your presence help to 
build it up. If you are a lover of old Meeting Houses you will be charn- 
ed with the building, and the spirit and uplift and friendliness of the 
Meeting are beyond compare. 

"The comaittee have arrenged a meeting on First-day afternoon, April 
27th, at three o'clock, to be addressed by Jesse H. Holmes, followed by 
a social hour and tes, and they hope many will want to come. 

vith the little nucleus now gathered et Frenkford we hope meny oth- 
ers mey become interested and the Meeting once more be the power for 
good which it once was in that section. Other old Meetings* have come 
back. ‘Why not Frankford?" -(E. WV. H.) ’ 

There is en air of peace and sanctity about Frankford Meeting House 
and its antique aspect adds to its beeuty and its worth. The old Horse 
Block, close to the door at the northern end of the House differs from 
-meny of the old-time "blocks", now so rarely seen, by having steps at 
both ends ascending to the pletform. This meeting has been discontinued 
as e Preperative Meeting, and in 1938 is renked as an Indulged Meeting 
under Green Street Monthly Meeting. fon 

The Frenkford Meeting of Arch Street Friends is a thriving organi- 
zation. There is an Elementary School connected with it that was found- 
ed in 1823 and occupies a small building in the Meeting House yard st 
the reer on Penn Street. Pupils in this school are prepered for entrance 
to Germantown Friends' School, the Penn Charter School, the Friends’ 5e~ 
lect School and other institutions of similer standing. It is under the 
care of the Educational Committee of Philadelphia Yearly Mesting and 
under the auspices of Frankford Friends’ Meeting. 
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A teblet in the front part of thé yerd.4f-this Meeting House an- 
nounces:- 

Friends Meeting for Divine Worship —- First Dey — 10.30 A.M. 

Fourth Dey ~ 7.45 P.M. =—- Founded 1682 Built 1833 -—— All are 

Welcome. 

The following communication from the clerk of Frankford Monthly Meet- 
ing suppliss interesting data concerning the Meeting:- 

"Frenkford Monthly Meeting date: 
By minute of Oxford Monthly Meeting dated 11th mo 26 1701 (Seventeen 
hundred and one) a preparetive maeting was established. 
8/20/1805 tho name was chenged from Oxford to Frenkford. 
11/15/1827 Frankford Preperetive meeting (Orthodox) held its first (se- 
parate) session. 
1/6/1833 First moeting in the pAgeO Meeting House at Penn * Orthodox 
Streats. 
11/8/1906 Germantown Monthly Meeting was. set off from Frankford Monthly 
Meeting. 
11/21/1928 Frenkford Preparative Meeting discontinued. 
Howard Burtt, Clerk. 

The Burial round i the Orthodox Friends of Frankford is located 
on the Bustleton Pike, short distence from Frankford Road. Tt ia en ob- 
long wichita enclosure a ifully shaded by fine trees, very néticebbly 
in contrast with the North Ceder Hill Cometery which surrounds the Friends’ 
Burial Giraud on the north, east end south sides, and is completely open 
to the (ee ae Tt is inclosed by a stout iron fences with three entrance 
gates on the western side, the central one of which is at the foot of a 
graveled foot-path within an avenue of shade trees. The graves are in 
femily lots, chiefly in the eastern and central parts of the ground. The 
femily nemes on the stones are Birdsell, Brinton, Burtt, Conwty, Corsé, 
Descon, Dutton, Evans, Hall, Heston, Hilles, Mertegh, Newbold, Sheppard, 
Smallwood, Smedley, Teylor, Thorpe, Webster and ‘ood. 

The Frenkford Friends’ Hospitel, under the care end menegement of 
the Society of Friends of Arch Street Branch, wes founded in 16135 to cére 
for the mentelly sick, and was incorporated in 1688. It*is loceted on 
Roosevelt. Boulevard opposite Summerdale Avenue, Frenkford, Philadelphia. 


iL Lita 7) ea AIM ILY EDL 


RIN RL RASH OM MRLTL ATS Ma beh dy 
GURMANTOWN. 


Meeting OFEANTzZOde sere er crercereceee se  L6ES. 
First Mesting House built abouts oo tse LOPos 
Second Meeting. House ITE iiele «dares Nw Oe 
Third Meating House Duilte.scesceeeeseeeelSle. 
Orthodox School establichad..ceessseeees 845. 
Hicksite Meeting House DUT e speceiabein ens eaiamen ene 
Hicksite School estebliched.seseesrere e185 


eve. “i 


ago srvoll netdegd sits, 26,0584, edt Jo Saeq tras} edt a forded 


MA CC .OL ee vad fe28s oe qide rcv entvid 701 
a8 PLA aan mabe ES! BT F[iad epaT bebaseT ried at ce. ? — 


«feel! yititaom isoldnartt ‘to wrels ent £o1t wel tes tenumnos Aiko ont | 
=:nntteeM eft. gatirreanos Stab notte tetnt vet ate 

. sata eatreot vitinoki 10 tant” ; 

wasdnaven) LOTL aS om adit beseb antvect yldtnols b2g1k0 to etunta ye 
headeliteses saw gaitseem avidaiegetq © (ano bre bo wha 
LArot#cett of brotx0. mox? begnads enw emer ont 208. 
) deyl? ett Sled (xohddix0) gnivocm evivtereqesd Sxotina7d Nagy: 


: wnoioanea (eds 

eahentzD & anet te sevell gatieel! tnoee1q ett of Batzeem tertY E&G 
23007 
dteroll byotdoast wort Tle tes saw anttest vista’ mxo trentteD sere 


en, gnttsslt avi Sets gett hao Tine 14 ac0 REN if 
ete | tuk baiswol 
betanc! oi by Tawar? To ebmeitt xohod0 eft Jo bropord La tive att! 
dh ae ot 2%. bool Ave tenet? wert eoteteth Srode 8 ean tT nofatiend oi 
éiddgesiisa. ywier reset? ott vi behede ¥ifuts suaad sxe o Lone beqada, 3 
*cthrely’ at sheycoiwe Hokie yrssemed LCi}! rabed f Pah eit ctiw feaatneg 
asen vioteLowoo ec! fe .meble Atvog hea 4sa0 ,dirom ed? mo pron © 
anne? mont duote o vd Senofant of tT . tty tines 
a to foot ont #9 ef Aoidw to ano ferts)eo oft able histeew ot f 10 “#8 we, 
nt 86 BOVATYg onT .aeetd bers lo eungvs na utidiy dveq- toot befe 
ett, »buuowm edt Yo adasq Lavisdes bxe miotiae oft at yi vito alot § 
HCD » Teens et tit stot ~Ktaabild ats aenoJe elt no seman are 
qqenc eblodwatt eyes zai ee lts + stoseal ek fait eanay? .cottud € : 
.poot bra rededel ,aqiocT etolysT .yalbecd , boowlt 

to tnomoyaagm bas -erap eds wehww 2 latiqnod “aonelrt ‘trio tana tt odT 
e1ss of LLG ni dehmend Bamyedone ‘., Jagase dod ‘to absuolit to eg 
+ 3T «BBGL ME Hetatonwesnd Jeg nett Ho Le ile ire a 


0 HSesaoul a 


febaliwt) ~ 26 tieo'ss epuaewl eis 5i19rewg ottesiae Braveruod tf: 


pee ou + 2te fe tae ed Atty 


eid ses 


¢ ae, = ig! 


re renin aes pers Bsn 


eres bkevbtee meek 


> % >| , EBL Penge ener ses esi 

a ; : WRAL as veg nas, wtonds FEF 

‘ POM a epee ene ereees bri bi 
Pee oe 


ea 


“abad. stots temege 3 be 
ay ee iflgd @ 
ie “sf Cy ey 


476 


Coulter Street Mesting House built. 1869. 
Monthly Meeting established........1906. 
Hicksite Meeting House remodeled...1915. 
Locévion..............Germentown, Phila. 


a. HREXK RK HH 


With the Hicksite brench of friends, Germentown is a Preperative 
Meeting belonging to Green Street Montl ily Meeting in tho Philadelphia 
Quarter of Philedelphie Yearly Veeting; but with the discontinuance of 
meetings at Green Street, Germantown has become the sest of the Green 
Street Monthly Meeting. . 

With the Orthddox Friends, Spas es is a Monthly Meeting esteblish- 
ed lith Month 6th, 1906, belonging to Abington Quarter of the Arch Street 

Yearly Meeting. 

Ezra Lichener, i is "Retrospect of “arly Quakerism", 1660, méde a 
very brief mention cf Germentown:- "It eppeers that the first meeting at 
this plece wes held et ths house of Dennis Conred (or, es then celled, 
Tennis peat tel in the year 1683 (S. Smith says 1682). It was constitut- 
ea of Germén Friends, who thus geve name to the plece. 

"E54. - Philedelphiea Quarter reports that Frenkford Preperative Meet- 
ing is now held alternately et Frenkford end Germentown." -(Yearly Meet- 
ing.) . 

The two Germantown Meeting Houses are close to each other; the old- 
ér one of the present tine, 1938, being on Greene Street et School Lene, 
the other, that of the Orthodox Branch, on Coulter Strest near Croene 
Street, one squares distant from the Hicksite Meeting House. But the House 
on Coulter Street, erected in 1869, is really the lineal descendent of 
the original Meeting House of the Society built in Germantown. Thise state- 
ment is verified by the following extrect from Dr. Neeman H. Koyser's 
“History of Old Germantown", published inl907:- 

“The first meetings of Pleads in Germantown were held in private 
houses, but e frame meeting house was constructed at a very early dete. 
It was upon Lot No. 8 drewn in the neme of Jacob Shoemaker, according to 
Matthies Zimmermen's explsenation of the location, dated 1746, but accorc- 
ing to an old deed dsted January 4, 1690, Abrahem Isaac op den Greef con- 
veyed them to the Friends for e mesting place. The first meeting house, 
which is believed to have boen a freme structure, stood about twenty- 
five feet back from the street, (Coulter Street) and just north of the 
buttenwood tree which still stands upon the front of the lot (‘1907)..... 
A new house of stcne was built on the same site in 1705. It was in this 
house that the first Issac Norris died in 1755. In 1812 a third meeting- 
house wes built, somewhat further to the west, probably where the : 
school-house stends. All the first lot was afterwards used as a burial 
Ground. The present, or fourth reeting-house, was erected in 1871, still 
further to the west. An old teblet that hes been attached to the third 
house has been preserved end placed in front of the committes room of the 
present building. It resd as follows" 
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Both Germantcvwn Meetings have a private dey school; each of which is 
in a thriving condition in 1938. "The Friends' School, Germantown, wes es- 
tablished," quoting from the annuel circuler of the Hicksite school, “in 
1855 on School House Lene, west of Greene Street, by the Green Strect 
Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philedelphia." The Meeting House where the 
pupils ettend mid-week service for divine worship, is a hendsome building 
thet wes remodeled in 1915, with ean annex built to the western end next 

to the school-house. In the gable are the two dates, 153, when it wes e- 
rected, and 1915, when it wes remodeled. 

In one corner of the Meeting House Grounds is e small greveyérd plot, 
no longer used, in which there are eleven memoriel stones, three without 
legible dates, the oldest date seen being '"'S. B. Lemb 1832." The most con- 
spicuous headstone besrs the inscription "S. Rittenhouse 73 years 11 month 
19 deys Mother thou art Sleeping here To wait for those who Loves the doar." . 

There ere two Burial Grounds adjoining the Meeting House and school 
on Coulter Street. The older, where the originel Meeting House stocd, con- 
tains but few memoriel stones, but is well filled end is no longer used. 

The principsl names to be reed there are Cope, Wister end Johnson. 

In the larger cemetery between the Meeting House and Greene Street, 
are many of the femily nemes of Tatnall, Heines, Jones, Comfort, Cope, Cad- 
bury and Morris. Joseph Pennell, the celebrated artist, born 7th Mo.4th, 
1857, died 4th Mo. 23rd, 1926, anc John C. Winston, the publisher, born 
lith Mo. 22nd, 1856, died 8th Mo. 6th, 1920, are both interred in this 
Friends' Burial Ground.on Coulter Street. Their greves are not far from 
eech other and beth are near the roadwey leading from the street to the 
Meeting House. 

The Germantown Friends’ School, side by side with the Meeting House, 
embraces ell grades from Knidergerten to High School. Quoting from the 
school circuler of 1928,- "The Friends of Germantown Meeting established 
their school in 1845 ‘for the purpose of giving to the children of Friends 
@ good academic educetion under the guardian cere of the Meeting, snd in 
conformity with the Christian principles and practices of their religious 
Society.' In 1849 the oversight of the Meeting was discontinued for a 
time and the school continued as a private enterprise. It was reopened 
by the Mesting in 1858, end has continued from that date under the cere 
of a Committee of Friends appointed triennially. 

| "The School wes open for many years to members of the Socisty of 
Friends only, but as the scope of secondary education broadened, it be- 
ceme apparent that the best interests of the School would be served by 
admitting members of other denominations also. Accordingly in 1385 the 
Meeting authorized the School Comnittee 'to admit, when the school is 
not filled with the class for which it was instituted, a limited number 
of those whose parents, though not members or attenders of our Meeting, 
yet so far sympathize with our views as to desire to have their children 
educated under its influence.'" 

NOTE.- In Dr. Keyser's "History of Old Germantown" it is stated 
thet the Meating House on Coulter Street was built in 1871. On a stone 
placed under the "old tablet" that was trensferred from the "third 
Meeting House", is inscribed "Rebuilt 1869." It is worthy of note that 
the building material obtained from the old meeting-house was used in 
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the construction of the smaller annex called the Committee Rooms, at 
the roer of the present Friends' Meeting House on Coulter Street. 
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The Friends' Meeting House located at Girard Avenue, which it faces, 
and Seventeenth Street, Philadelphia, taking its name from the first named 
thoroughfare, belongs to Green Street Monthly Meeting, and is en Indulged 
Meeting of Philedelphie Quarter of the Hicksite Yearly Meeting of Friends. 
It was built during 1871 end 1872 and has the former date on the front of 
the building. At the time of the opening of this meeting the following no- 
tice appeared in the Friends' Intelligencer, Fifth Month 18th, 1872:- 

"A New Meeting-House. On the 5th of this month the new house for wor- 
ship at the corner of Girerd Avenue and 17th street was opened, and the 
meeting there held was an occasion of deep interest. A large audience 
gathered, filling both the meeting-room and the adjoining school-roons. 
Notwithstanding the throng, e solemn quist prevailed, end several inter- 
esting and appropriste communications were delivered. One Friend spoke 
feelingly of the comfort, security and peacefulness of our present service 
of meeting together for divine worship, and alluded to the first assemb- 
lings of the early Friends, who had no convenient housss for the purpose, 
but met in privete rooms, the fields, on the hillsides and «in the wood- 
lends. : ; 

"George Fox taught that the building was not the church, but that the 
immortal soul of men wee the temple of the living God, end thet the church 
was present wherever those met who were attentive to the voice of the ai- 
vine indwelling spirit. The speaker also alluded to the impression which 
seemed to prevail in some minds that the light of the people had burned 
fer down in the socket, and would soon be oxtinguished, but he felt to-day 
he might assure us that the end of our organizetion was yot far distant. 
After several other exhortations, the services of the meeting were closed 
by a solemn and impressive preyer, appropriate to the occasion. 

"The building is a neat end very substantial structure of stone, com- 
fortably furnished and ample for the accommodation of 300 personSesecess 
This house has been erected to eccommodate en indulged meeting that has 
been held for several years under the care of Green street Meeting, to 
meet the wants of those of its members who could not conveniently attend 
et Fourth and Greon streots." 
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The following minutes referring to Girard Avenue Mesting have been ex- 
tracted from the Minute Books of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, now, in 
1938, preserved in the Friends' Historical Library at Swarthmore, Pa.:- 

"At the Monthly meeting of Friends of Philadea hald 4mo. 17th 1872. 
By @ minute from Green St Monthly meeting we are informed they have ap- 
pointed a committees of men & women friends to unite with e similar commnit- 
tee of this meeting, should we deemed it best to appoint one in the con-. 
sideration of the mode of establishing % conducting the meeting proposed 
to be opened in the new meeting house. to attend to this service we ep- 
point Dillwyn Parrish, Hugh McIlveain George Trumen, “im P Sharplefs, 
Semuel S Ash J Humphrey McIlvain Celeb Clothier & John Saunders." 

"At the monthly meeting of Friends of Philadelvhia held 9mo. 17th 
1873. The following report was read * approved & the committee now stand- 
ing on behalf of this monthly meeting continued another ysar— The Joint 
committee havine charge of.the indulged meeting N. YW. corner of 17th St 
& Girprd Avenue Report thet the first meeting under their care was held 
on the llth of Highth Month 1872 and has been regulerly held every First 
day sincs thet time. The attendance has been generally large and orderly 
and composed to a considerable extent of young persons. A large number 
of those in attendance though not members are professors with us, and we 
feel that there has been an advantage to them as well as to others who 
have met there. A mid week meeting was opened on 3rd day the llth of 2nd 
Month 1873 end has been held regulerly since. While it has met the wants 
of the children sttending the schools, yet friends fee! that the meotings 
would be lerger if held nearer the middle of the week. The orderly behav- 
jor of the scholers while in meeting is worthy of commendetion-- 

Cn behalf of the Committee Celeb Clothier 
Margaret Bancroft 
Jesse James 
Farbed °F MoslZthel573. fan A Townsend " 

"At & Wonthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia held Second Month 
16th 1874 The subject of erecting ea gallery & steirwey at Tirerd avenue 
Meoting House, being egein considerad the following friends were noninat- 
ca to unite with « coumittee of Green Street M. Meeting if one shouic be 
appointed, to suggest a plen for the better eccommodation of said Girerd 
Avenue Veeting and Sehool, end report to a future mesting. John Saunderé, 
Clement i. Biddle, Hugh M' Tlvain, Ym. Eyre, Csorge Trumen “in. P. Sherp- 
less, Cyrus Chambers and ‘Willies C. Smyth." 

From the stert there was en elementary day school connected with and 
under the care of Girerd Avenue Meeting. This continued until 1923, when 
its pupils were trensferred to Fifteenth end Race Streets, end ultimately 
+6 the Friends' Centrel School Grounds et Sixty-eighth Street end 6Gity 
Line in Overbrook, Pe. 

Since the removal of the Friends’ School from Seventeenth and Girard 
Avenue to Fifteenth end Race Streets, the Meeting at Girard Avenue was 
greatly influenced to its disadventage. With a very smell membership in 
1937 it is only open for appointed meetings under the joint cere of the 


Green Street end Philedelphia Monthly Meetings. 
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GREEN STREET. 

Represented the Northern District of Hicksites. 
Mepbinewesteblished.. 2s veces oe spaesteler sts sere. 4 « 
Preparative Meeting ostablished.........-..1814. 
MGC GAME NOUSE), OUT 1G s.0 << fse ochsip ete.crs ve verte de LOL. 
Monthly Meeting established... ..cessecees ~-1816. 
PrLence. Gao hnOOl di SCOnttnu ads. ess ss\eie's 6's kOOGs 
Meeting locally discontinued... .esesecuce Lobes. 
Monthly Meeting removed to Germantown..... 

WOC AU CTs waters © sevetens Fourth and Green Sts.,Phila. 
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Green Street, representing the Northern District Monthly Meeting in 
Philadelphia Querter of the Hicksite branch of Philedelphie Yeerly Meet- 
ing of the Society of Friends, had, during its existence, within its ju- 
risdiction, the constituent Meetings of Frankford, Germantown, Feir Hill 

and Girerd Avenue. : 

The Friends' Meeting House located on Green Street, Philadelphia, be- 
tween Fourth end North Orienna Streets, is one of the older buildings of 
its kind in the city. It was built in 1815, as the date in its western 
gable signifies, elthough Ezra Michener, in his "Retrospect of Early 
Quekerism" distinctly states the Meeting House "was completed in the 
spring of 1614." This Meeting House was the scene of the ultimate moets- 
ures. of disruption taken in ths outbreek in Philadelphia that became 
known es the "Separation of 1827." After the Separation it remained 
with the Hicksite Branch, was the building in which the Men's Yearly 
Meeting was held until 1857, when it was removed to Fifteenth enc Race 
Streets, end kept its own particular meetings until 1913, when its mem- 
bership and attendence became so reduced thet it was practically laid 
down, its Monthly Meeting removed to Germentown, and the Fourth and Green 
Street premises were converted into a Neighborhood Guild, which performs 
e most worthy work among the city's needy people in that section of Phil- 
adelphie, the Guild being under the charge of the Society, of Friends. 
This large brick Meeting House, though over a century old; ie still in 
a good state of preservation. | i 

Green Street is one of the four Monthy Meetings belonging to the 
Philadelphia Querterly Meeting end holds its Monthly Meetings in the 
Meeting House at School Lene and Greene Street in Germantown. Quoting 
from Michener's “Retrospect of Early Quekerism" we have the following 
history of this Meeting, derived from the author's extracts taken from 
the minutes of Friends' Meetings:~ ; 

"1616.- At a Monthly Meeting of Friends, held at Green Street, Phil- 
adelphia, 20th of sixth month, 1616, established by the Quarterly Meet- 
ing, agreeable to the following extracts from its minutes,- 

"At a Querterly Meeting held in Philadelphis, the 6th of the fifth 
month, 1816, the following proposel for establishing a Monthly Meeting, 
to be held at Green Street, accompenying the report from the Monthly 
Meeting of Friends for the Northern District, obtaining deliberate at- 
tention, is united with; end Jonethen Evans, Ellis Yarnell, Semuel Bet- 
tle, Thomas Stewardson, and Thomes Wistar, are eppointed to attend the 


opening thereof." 
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"At a Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philedelphia, for the Northern 
District, held the 23d of the fourth month, 1816, the following report 
being produced and read, wes united with and directed to be laid before 

the Quarterly Meeting for its consideration:- 

"The committee of men and women Friends, appointed to consider the 
proposition from the Preparative Meeting of Green Street, for establish- 
ing a Monthly Meating in that district, &c., having met and given the 
subject solid, deliberate cohsideration, are united in reporting it as 
their sense that a Monthly Meeting be established there, to be composed 
of Friends residing within the limits of that Preparative Meoting; and 
that it be known by the name of 'The Monthly Meeting of Frisnds, held 
at Green Strest, Philedelphia,' &e. ke. . 
uxtracted from the minutes of the Quarterly Meeting. Israel Morris, 
Clerk." -(Green Street Monthly Meeting.) 

"The meeting-house at the corner of Fourth and Green Streets, was 
completed in the spring of 1814." 

"At a Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia, for the Northern 
District, held ninth month, 27th, 1814, the committee of men and women 
Friends, appointed to consider of and propose, &c., egree to propose to 
the Monthly Meeting, that meetings for worship be established there on 
first days, morning and afternoon, and on sixth day mornings, all to be- 
gin et the usual hour; and that Friands composing that meeting be allow~ 
ed to hold a preparative meeting at the close of their meeting for wor- 
ship on sixth day, in the week preceding the Monthly Meetings, to be 
known by the name of ‘The Preparative Mesting, held at Green Streat.' 

Daniel Thomas, 

Leonard Snowden, 

Mary Teylor, 
Serah Smith." 

"1814.- At a Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia, for the 
Northern District, held eleventh month, 22d, 1814, en extract from the 
minutes of our late Quarterly Meeting was prodéced end read, inforning 
thet thet meeting had concurred in the proposition of establishing meet- 
ings in the Green Street house, sgreeable to the conclusion of this 
meeting in ninth month last. And as the meetings for worship, thus pro- 
posed to be esteblished, will commence with the first first day in the 
twelfth month, and the preparative meeting.on the twenty-third of that 
month, Nathan A. Smith, Philip S. Bunting, William Senson, Janes Vauxy 
Thomas Stewardson, Joseph Bacon, and Edward Rendolph, ae appointed to 
attend the opening of them." -(Philadelphia Monthly Meeting for North- 
ern District.) 

"The two ancient meotings of Frankford and Germantown, which now 
compose Frankford Preparative Meeting, have been attached to the Month- 
ly Meeting of Green Street since the year 1827. . ; 

The Friends' private elementary achool, known as the Green Stree 
Friends’ School, was kept near the Meeting House for many Agari under 
the cere of the Monthly Meeting. It, however, became 50 reduced sees 
patronage as to necessitate its being discontinued in 1890. sae schoo 
building is now No. 534 Nortn Orianns Street, at the southeast corner 
of the Meeting House, and has been converted into a residence for the 
superintendent of the Neighborhood Guild. Rai pe 

Martha Heacock, known both in her private hone circle and in ns 


rap 


reldtroll odd 102, eptiia£ebalidd 16 ebnetat to gafecon witness SA" ty 
froqes griwolfok ef? .3L8L entnom tdtyot ent to BES oft bled tetas ot , 
ovoted blul of of Bodverth baa dtiw betiny sew . baer bas beowbowg gat mi 
~rnotteatebtenos @f2 16? gniteet yiredusup pe a 
tebianocs of nti iphae eabieii] nemow bee tem to.oattinmos eT" 

‘idesae i901 (ioert! neerd to gnitee evidwrage rt elt 20a? nokt Looqorq =a 
met bas fon "gated ~.o2 ,s5lateth dadd ol griiteet yitinol sp grt i 
s@ 32 ynidsones of betinw exe no iteveblodes etwredikieb ¢hifoe foetal 
hes ogeaos ed of ,wredsd betes antes ed antjeet Yfsdnow a tedd canes aledy 
bas ;yolvoeW evitsssqett Sndd to edimil eas mindiw yotbiver ebasiat te 
hla thas tvt ‘to ghtteelt yitdnok oft! to: eman end yd nwond od # sand 
oF 2oh ' etigtebelind .deoti cee1d os 
sivsol Leavel .santteelt yfresiang edt Yo sedunte ans > eB betas ties ! 
(.onideot! yidiaolt Jeaxte neetd)~ “streld 
feetth need baa ddxv0% to bein ent ts eevorl~ satveom ons” 

lie / O18L to yubage | rp nk beteLqmor' 
saeddrot ett tot /atdelebealtAt to ebretrd Yo gniveet ) jnol bs JA" ~ 
nenow base nem to babebid 65 ef? .>L8L HITS inom rohie biel. ,.sotuseke 
oF peogoug OF seTus ««o8 ypengorg bae to teblanos 0F betntoqgs eeboolist, 


= vod a ‘> x. a i} _ 
5 aa Saad ac asa = 


vo ocettd hedelldetes od dahon 10% enxiteem tadd eyniteeM yidino® ant 
. _ ee 7 : 
-of 63 ILe'fenckovom vab tinie mo be ~noometts bas goiciom ,sysh Jexbe 
wolin sf ani tadt grteoqnos ehnelxt tettd oma puted [even eft os wig 


“sow 10') saiteer reeiy tc eects ot? Ja ontdeom evitsisge7q s Sion of) bay 
sd «6od jhuntieel vy filtro eft arkbeserg Zoow eid af .ysh dixtecno:qitee 
2 goerd ts blet ~pnlieel! evitessqetd off" To eran ot yd cond 

geno feted a i 
»,Hobwore brandet 
cwoivet yw 
fret save 
pit 467 “pad eapenih to ehneiya 0 natieed yiniae a tA = 8£8L" 
elt mort ds Re 8 DIBL BSE yddoom dtnevetfe bfed ,tolvielhd ater 
yuloxotat ~beei bra best borg eaw aniteelt yireduadp esol 10 lo ee tugke 
50m gui iakidesee So moigteoqoaq ont nt benwonoo Sed guitoam tatid are 

sidtt Im nebetifsneds add of eidseo tgs eeunor Jeonrte coerd ont nk ape, 
-oxq eudt ,gidenow 201 eantteem ott sa bod steal soem ‘dinta of gotteom - 
od xt yeb Sovk? fever? ond dtity eomemmos Ifiw «hetlablde tee: ed. oF 
sas¢ to butdt-ytnowt oft aecgnitosm eviterge ng edt tos .Atvom 2 Lee a. 
_xusY eomel ,mwanes aed Be eRe tsowd .e pms ,itin’e .A nedist .dioom = 
of betrloag® eva ,d@lohaeR trewb® bi . wove vigdenl .conbiswede esmodT 
=ss0lf "107 yntiosl) yiitnom sity febalisit)= "awedls to pr tneqo edt brottat ‘ 
. (etobvdett weeny 
wor foldw enwotrenret Ena boetdner? %6 epnttesm peeane ows! eh" Oe HE ea 
-itnol edt of bedostig meed eved .gnitesevitsyagert broTinayt esnqmon 7 

| “VOaLl amex ott eorie teers? noe? Yo gakisell YEE ve 
sears? mown? add 29 ewort  Lovtise Yistnometn etaving “abnekst oft 9) oy 
“eb otwey ¥naw 167 peuoll yrbdeet oft sssr-tqet enw , Looted )‘ebriek: 
avi nt beswbet oo emesed .vevewed 21 .pabieut! ve fitdtoM eit to sia. - 
loose oft .8C8L ef baonttnessth gried ett elatiagesen oF as nae 
uertos ¢swettion oat da .feets@ atinatid niet Pat-4 off wort ek antbiiwd ~ 
off ad? eonellaet s Gial hetiewies mved wan bas ‘gonad gntsool ential | 


sbLiu® ‘bowttrodiigi of edd "0 tne . 
tor of bug eforls emo ateving ted af tod medias paocoee anfdis’ eibe 
Tt vent: Ape 
h py me +a i 


482 


association with others outside her home-as "Miss Patt Heacock", was 
for many yeers a valued teacher in the Green Street Friends' School. 
She lived to an advenced age, and at the time of her death, 8th Mo. 

18, 1933, the following obituary notice appesred in one of the Phila- 
delphia deily pepers:- "Services for Miss Martha Heacock, prominent 
in Friends' School education in Philadelphia for many years, who died 
Friday et the age of 91, will take place at the family home, Wyncote, 
at 2.30 P.If., to-day. Interment will be made in Abington Friends Bur- 
ial Ground. Daughter of the late Joseph and Esther Hallowell Heacock, 
she wes horn June 6, 1842, near Abington. Educated in Abington Friends' 
School and Friends' Central School, Philedelphia, she entered the teach- 
ing profession at the 15th and Race Sts. school. Later she became prin- 
cipal of the Fourth end Green Streets School, which position she held 
for twenty years. Surviving her are three generstions of nephews and 
nieces." 
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HAVERFORD. 


Meseang sestebli shed, sss. nsw el ens soe lOGe. 
First Moeting House built sbout.....1690. 
Jet OridyMeoeting “House” builtin cies ojs's oo L 7006 
Meeting House enlarged........++++++l800. 
Hévert ord. (College fouryidad....ss0dse slGoc~ 
Orthodox Meeting House built........1837. 
Monthly Meeting established.........1904. 
Location, Old Haverford......-Oeakmont, Pe. 
Locetion, Collegea........-- eHaverford, Pa. 
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Haverford Township of Deleware County, Pes, has two Friends' Meeting 
Houses, a College and e Friends' Elementary School, but the educetional 
institutions both belong to the Orthodox brench of the Society of Friends. 
The Hicksite Meeting House, usually celled Old Haverford, is the older of 
the two} in fact is one of the oldest Friends' houses for worship in Penn- 
sylvania, end is the only meeting house now stending in which Villiam 
Penn, the founder of the colony, is knovm to have preached. 

At the present time, 1929, Haverford is e Monthly Meeting belonging 
to Philadelphia Querter of Arch Street Yearly Meeting; and in the Hicks 
ite brench is a Preparative Meeting belonging to Radnor Monthly Meeting 
in Philadelphia Querter of Rece Street Yearly Meeting. The establishment 
of Haverford Meeting is closely interwoven with that of Rednor and Mer- 
ion. From Ezre Michener's “Retrospect of Hearly Quakerism", 1860, are 
these two extrects:- 

"About the yeer 1682, end soon after, there ceme a large number of 
settlers from Ysles, who, heving purchased 40,000 acres of land, on the 
west side of the Schuylkill, settled the three townships of Haverford, 
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Merion, and Recnor. Meetings were undoubtedly held thus early at 
Friends" houses in each township, end probebly eat Thomas Ducket's in 
Schuylkill also. But we find no record of the first meetings estab- 
lished, or of the first meeting-houses built. The letter were probe- 
bly of rude construction, and of transient duretion. Hence as early 
as ; 

"1695.~ William Howell, William Jenkins, William Lewis, Ellis 
Pugh, and David Pugh, are ordered to inspect and consider what way 
will be most convenient to rebuild or repair this (Haverford) meeting- 
house." -(Rednor Monthly Meeting.) 

"1700.- Stephen Bevan, Ellis Pugh, Devid Morrien end Devid Hugh, 
being eppointed by the lest Monthky Meeting to.compute the charge of 
rebuilding the meeting-house at Haverford; end they bring an account 
thet it will amount st least to one hundred and fifty-eight pounds." 
-(Rednor Monthly Meeting.) 

Some portions of the early minutes of Heverford were lost, but 
the following obtained from the researches made in 1872 and printed 
in the Friends' Intelligencer, Tenth Month 12th, 1872, is rether in- 
teresting, concerning, as it dosas, the first meeting-house built in 
the township of Haverfords- 

"Tne first meeting-house erected within the bounds of the month- 
ly meeting, (which then embraced Radnor,). wes erected st Haverford 
prior to 1690. The minutes of this period are missing, but the record 
of marriages establishes the date of the erection of the first mect- 
ing-house within brief limits. Thus: the marriage of Lewis David to 
Florence Jones was accomplished at ‘daverford meoting-house', lst mo. 
20th, 1690, while all previous marrieges had been accomplished at pri- 
vata housas, the last one at the house of John Bevan in Haverford, on 
llth mo. lst, 1687. The first meeting-house at Haverford was conse- 
guently erected between this date and lst mo. 20th, 1690." 

The Meeting House that wes erectsd in 1700 and enlargec in 1800, 
has long been known as Old Haverford to distinguish it from the newer 
Orthodox Mesting near the college in the town of Neverford. Old Haver- 
ford is loceted at Oekmont in Haverford Township, e few minutes' walk 
from Derby Road. Henry Grehem Ashmeed, in his "History of Delaware 
County, Pa.," relates this pleasing account of the Meeting House:~ 

“Ths South, or what is now known as ‘the old end' of the struct- 
ure, was built in 1700, at a cost of about one hundred end fifty-eight 
pounds. It was erected as an addition to the meating~house of 1688 or 
1689, which original building was replaced by the present ‘new end' in 
the year 1800. At the date last mentioned the part built one hundred 
years before was modernized somewhat in its outside appearence, by 
changing the pitch of the roof end substituting wooden sash in the 
windows for those of leed. The gallery was originally at the south end 
of the building. It is elso claimed that a number of chestnut boards 
with which the house wes et first lined are still in place. For many 
yeers the original building and its ennex of 1700 was without a chiia- 
ney, being werned with a kind of stove or furnece, placed on each side 
of the eudioence-room, and supplied with fuel from the outside. Only the 
tops of these stoves were of iron, and the smoke esceped by flues open~ 
ing on the outside of the well a few feet above the opening through 
which the fuel was introduced. Pert of this arrangement is yet con- 
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spicuous in the walls of the old end of the meeting-house. 

"Soon after the completion of the building ore&étsd in 1700, Gov- 
ernor ‘Villiam Penn visited Heverford and presched in the new meeting- 
house. Yet from the fact that the Welsh lenguege was the prevailing 
dialect then spoken in Neverford, end that the mejority of its inheb- 
itents:at that time could spesk no other, meny of the hearers could 
not understand him. Sutcliff, an “nglish Quaker, who visited the pro- 
vince about the tine of Fenn's second visit to America, mentions an- 
other incident concerning the Governor which is pertinent to the his- 
tory of Heverford meeting-house. A little girl nemec Rsbeccs Vood was 
walking from Derby, where she resided, to Heverford mesting-house, 
when Penn, who was proceeding to the same place on horsebeck, over- 
took her end inquired where she was going. Upon being informed, ‘he 
with his usual good neture, desired her to get up behind him; end 
bringing his horse to ® convenient plece, she mounted and so rode away 
upon the bere beck, and being without shoes or stockings, her bere 
legs and feet hung dangling by the side of the Governor's horsa.' 

"The buriel-ground attached to Heverford meeting-house was laid 
out in 1664. During the seme yeer the first interment was made in 
these grounds, it being the body of “Jillism Sharpus, who was buried 
Ninth month 19th. More than one hundred yeers later another buriel 
was meade in the seme place which attrected meny people." 

This wes Lydia Hollingsworth, a young ledy who was drowned in Dar- 
by Cresk in 1788. She wes betrothed to Devid Lewis, end with him and 
other young folk attempted fording the creek during a time of flood. 
All were cépsized but Lydia wes the only one who was not rescued. 

Old Haverford Burial Ground is located midway between the Meet- 
ing House end Darby Road. A wall with two entrance gates borders the 
street side of the yard, but it is not otherwise inclosed with fenc- 
ing. The tombstones of later date record many of the Leedon, Lewis, 
Levis, Lukens, Hollingsworth, Humphreys, Kirk, Moore, Smith and other 
femilies of the vicinity who are interred there. 

The Orthodox Meeting House, located on Buck Lene in Haverford, 
does not heve the date of its erection on its walls, but it was orig- 
inally bui}jt in 1837, end then remodeled and enlarged in 1894 and 
1904. Side by side with it is the building occupied by an elementary 
school, and between the two, but somewhat back of both, is a very 
emall enclosed greveyerd, chiefly occupied by the Garrigues family, 
and some members of the Dewees and Thomas femilies who are elso in- 
terred there. A pathway et the rear of this buriel ground, beauti- 
fully shaded, lesds to Haverford College and wes laid out for the ex- 
press purpose of serving the use of the college students in welking 
to the Meeting Mouse for religious worship. 

The College is in the northern part of Heverfcord Township, end, 
according to the “History of Delawere County," is an estate of 220 
acres, sone 70 of which were set apert for the buildings end campus. 
The same authority states:- "The 'Founders' Hell, es it is now called, 
a laree end vall constructed building, wes finished in 1833 and in the 
autumn of thet year ‘'Heverford School’ was opened. This modest title, 
corresponding with the unostentetious spirit of its founders was 
borne for upwerds of twenty years, elthough @ Tull collegiste course 
of study wes pursued from the beginning. Barly in 1656, however, the 


—~ LLL LLL I I a 3 -ee ES Gg PT eel ye ot 


yet oo cowoth eaw onw yhel geoy a «ctaowgunl Chon a sew eldT 
bys wits thw bes ,eltwed bived od bediouted asw efé, .S8YL af deer xd 
O05 » eid « anisub deers eft unktbrol betacetis “fot gruoy redid) 
sbesseoy Jou eaw ofw ano vino ett eaw afbyl fad besianaa stom 218) 
fea eit cosvled voubhm havasof ai brvorwd fals#i burolvevaH 5f0 4 ee 
eny at65- stan comerine ows ctw Liaw A .baof ydrad bes. epson pet ng a 


guitesst eft to koe bLo es fo. aliew eft At , euousiaa= 
-vot ,OOTL ab befSou]e unfblind edd 16 mokielamoo, add aatio neak* 7) | 
-srisdeon won end ni betnaens brs hrolveval boliely nmxod wal fiiy LONG 
nviflavere ots saw spaugnat ato att Gadd topd/ ens moth JoY 
ei st to bahay ait} Jott bas. -brotasvol mt nedoga nant Soofekb ” 
exeied edd Io vaem ytetio om yeoqs bivoo emtt tnitt te etnagh 
t badiglv. sw prodasp deblanh aa .TEfotus arth Soatevebau Jor 
“ti enoiinem -xainemA of Slaly Srocee, e'aneg lo el? eft, tuoda soniye 
iid edt of tnontineg ef dohiw aonmrevod aff paintesnos tnoebtonti aedae 
eax hoo’ esoedes} Semon Iths eft tl A -osvodapaideem bretrevall 16, yiog 
,esviod=srttess: biolteval of ,bebtees sda etetw .rdsel cot? aridias 
“in¥o .toadeaicd so os4lq ames add cf guibeenotg ese ole . nied cote 
eit” , Bower tind geted aoqd .yeion eaw odo, evedw bevivupnt bre tert food 
6x2 omit boided qu jay of sed Sovtiteed .etudam boog Levey ef doin | 
yawn eb ¢ 66 betnvom ado ,eoelq Inekinsvnco & oF eared) eid getgntad | 
eufd ted eapnisvoole to. eeode. Syoddiw gated bag. gtord: o1sd est nog 
:o2 00 a’romtevo’ eft to sbhis of! vd antinaah seed deel bne) aged 
bisl cew euvod-pattoem biotieveH oF betoastise baueteeIsisod, aft” 
ni ebem saw tnomietnt terit edd agey emag, odd, gntinG .tddl nt gee 


.Bagon~ 


* 


hoitisd &aw odw (emypiah? matllit’.%o ybod add pabed fh ,abmuotp, scone 
isluud vettons sejal siasey boaboet ano sad? oye .A70L dinom- fiein 


iqoag yasm betoatiia doine eoatq ere ot of obama 


“one? ddty besofaut puleredte dome} tt tud «base art Yo oble.teottn ue 
,2ivel ptebest 2. to vee Sag0e7 adsb tetel to enotadmot..ou?. «amee med 
redfo bas-aitin®. -ero .tetd gevewiqesi! nd owugn£iio! ,enekwl ceive! 
sede bevwintat ora, odw ysiqtoty ert to esiline® 

cDtO°TevSH a2 soi ftowt ao betaogl ,oawol pekeeem xobodsx0 eT. ak 
“nico esw SE-jud «aifaw ott no ooiftosts eff to, efab ed? evad ton seam 
boa bC8L nf beprsine baa belehomet aedt bra «TERl al siivud yilead ; 
yretnemefs aa yd Salqusso gnkblited edt ef tt Woke ehia yd ebfe <bOCR ee it 
yiov a ak ,ated YW. toad caren e ‘Std ,owd eff meowied Sap ayes: Bh ag 


;vilse? ecugiaied edt yf baiquonc yMetts -bragers25 Soeafone Ae 
“nt selfs ota oy sek itont Baerend? “hee geewod eff to. erodram eras bas es 
etiveed -bsvo1y Sebied et to: ae01 ott to vawdtec: A 97082 Sext 

“xe s(j tot duo biel esw hae epeklgd Srolievall of ebeel ehebade ylie 
nif 


mnivfow oi etnsbuts opelfos adt Yo Yaw edt gatvane lo exoquid sseqa * 
; <qbhile-ow’ agatgtfoy tot eeu0l ortteotl edd.of 
.bma «qitismvoT brolieveH to, feng ngedouen sit. oicat egekiad ert. 

OSS to. etates ns st ". ytoved evemedag Io voles" edt ag antbzongg || 
ssuqmyo Ane egreifited edt.i9% Peage Bag etree doida.te Gl -emor) 
chelias wen ef ¥) a8 «ilar poner 1 a ~saetata yinodius ers, 

add mi bas E€Sf nt betfaiatt sow .gate thud bestourtenap prs 

rOLttt teebom wtdT .Seneqo taw ‘Looted -pxeireval! 1 spent Oe 
ean eeTa bad eal te, yon ee oie : 


485 


institution was incorpcreted es 6 college, with the sight of conferring 
acedemic degrees." 

Quoting from the Hseverford College Bulletin, Jenuery 1928:- "Hav- 
erford College was founded in 1833. It owes its origin to the insight 
end energy of a few members of the Society of Friends from Philadelphie 
and New York, who, in the spring of 1830, conceived the idea of founding 
en institution for educetionm in the higher brenches of learning. Its 
object, in the words of the founders, was 'to combine sound snd liberal 
instruction in literature send science with a religious cere over the mor- 
els end manners, thus effording to the youth of our Society ean opportu- 
nity of acquiring en education equal in all respects to that which can 
be obtained at colleges.‘ The founders were incorporeted in.1833 under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvenia into the Heverford School 
Association, a body now known as the Corporation of Haverford College. 
This corporation elects a boerd of managers for the control of its af- 
feirs end for the administration of its funds. For the founding of the 
School sixty thousand dollers was raised; but the sum proved insuffici- 
ent for its maintainance, end for many yeers the financial deficit wes 
met by liberal subscriptions of friends. From 1845 to 1648 the School 
wes closed in order to allow the funds to accumulete end to give time 
for the collection of an endowment. Since that time, by a number ofgen- 
erous bequests end donations, the amount of invested funds yielding in- 
terest hes been increased to over four million dollers. 

"The first building of the College was Founders Hall, erected in 
1833. The Observatory was built in 1852, and enlarged in 1883. Alumni 
Hell was built in 1863 and enlarged in 1898 end 1912 to meet the grow- 
ing needs of the Library. In 1877 Berclay Hall, @ dormitory, was erect- 
ed by friends of the College. The Mechanical Laboratory was establish- 
ed in 1884, and was provided with a new building in 1890; this was 
burned down in 1896, end Whitall Hall, a new three-story structure, 
was built. The old Biological Laboratory was established in 1886; Chase 
Hall for lectures and recitations, and the old Physical Laboratory were 
built in 1888. The Cricket Shed was erected in 1893.....In 1899, the 
Logan and Norris sections of Lloyd Hell, a dormitory; in 1900, e large 
end well equipped Gymnasium; in 1903, Roberts Hell, the gift of Lucy 
Branson Roberts, with College offices end « lerge auditorium; in 1903, 
Merion Hall, a dormitory, remodeled from old Haverford Grammar School 
building; in 1905, an edditional wing to Founders Hall for dining 
hells and kitchen; in 1906, a permanent brilding for the heating and 
lighting plant; in 1907, the enlargement of Merion Hell; in 1909, the 
Haverford Union.....-.in 19}2, the Morris Infirmary, given by John T. 
Morris, '67; in 1913, 8 new section of Lloyd Hell, given by the es~ 
tate of the late Justus C. Strawbridge.--...in 1916 the Smith section 
of Lloyd Hall......ein 1917, Isesc Sharpless Hell; for biology and 
physics; in 1927, completing the dormitory, four additionel sections 


of Lloyd Hall." hes 
oi May 16, 1936, the Friends' Historical Associetion held its 
summer meeting on the grounds of Haverford College. From the Associe- 
i i ; taineds- 
tion's Bulletin, the following quotations &ro ob 
“The ri tinel meeting wes held in Roberts Hall eat 3.30 P.M., Pres- 
ident Comfort presiding. After e welcome and introductory remarks by 


the Presicent, the following papers were reed, bearing on the manu- 


©GP 


; te a ip 
moines To Jugs ol) tite ~egeffoo # am betaaptaeonh Raw melsuee ene ae : 
7 “ ,vooxyob titekses i, 
“VOI! pagel wagunsl .citelied cgcliicd bretievall oft mort yabtou> fae | i: , 
figieni edt of stztro att vewo $2 .f68f mh bobeve? aaw egellod folie ae 
sidgleSalidd met? sbyettE to yvtetoo® eft te exéedmen wet « To Yates has — 
Aibayol to aeht eft bevieoned «DtBL, to anitgqe edi ai ,onw .a10Y well) bas 
2I 6-gntomeel to eelonaid iedatd edt ab motieoube’ 102 nottutitent) ga > § 
lerevii bua Snuoy enidwos at! esw pertebmyot edd to ebiow’ edt at csoefdo °° og 
“ton elt revo ows evoigile, a dtiw sonelos bia exotenati lf xt wot touatere: 
“UuFI9GGO B3 ylels0e suc Fo Mtwoy edt of anébaotie audd «ecrennbor baal age 
a89 isinw fads of stoeqest [la nt feupe aofisovbe as aniirivpse to ysin 
tebe EfSL.af betereqioonh evsw arebrw6? od? ‘,2emellos te benissdo ed 
foono’ biotzevsH eff ofet einevivenaned to odfeewremmod add to ewel en? 
getiod ssotvevwslH Yo moitsioqioD oft. es nwond wom ybod sj, noldstpoesa 
2 27i to Loitaco ont yot.exagensm.to brsed # atsefe not Setoqioo eat 
ait ig yalbavel edt 10F~.ebm?t ati to nottaasatobebe eft 701 bus sabe 
SoiVinent beverg ava eit tod sbeeleay esw etallob breauods viata . Loodose 
eew ifolieb Inlonsatt odd eagey yxem 102 baa ,eonenliataiasnm ati 102 dag. 
Loaded edt SP3L of Gh3L mont .abeslst “ie enottgqtiosdus .fetedi{£ yd) gem 
mit evig.of bag etsiuwuses of ebnv?t edt walle oF "ebro at besofo eaw 
“orale aedmun @ yt amit tad eont® stnemwobse ns to mottos Lion edtitet 
_ mel aatifeiy ahow’ hetseval te suyona oft ,enotdaneb baw eiaeuped avyote 
-stalloh notl(lim ywot teve at beeseteni need est dtemy + 
mi Sedowrs ,ffek exchawol sew enalf[od edd lo gnkbE tod tex2? aft : 
imviA .€88f oi bop weine bas .Séd8l abd Lied enw yrotevisadO eft 6ST - 
wots ene Jeom of SLOL bos -GCBL nk bequeteo bas B8BL al +fiod saw {Ieh 
Joeis Saw (ysosimiob # «iish yaforsd VV8l al .yuendtid ett he ebsen sake 
“nelidetes cow yrotaroded Laobnanzed ant -agellop- ent to ebaaint yd bao 7 7 ' 
sew aidt ;OC8L ot yntbliud wea a otkw hebhivoig saw bas , DOB. wk be: ~ Oe 
cet oiite YTOte~ceildt wen 8 » lle [Latte bos: .B08l at mwob bertud = 
ees) ,0O0L af bedeifdeime saw yrotexodad fastgofoLG bfo oT .tLied een ae 
Slew yiodsiodat laolaydT blo etd bre yanokiatiogs: bas eoiwdsel 10% {feH 5 7) 
ons .CCB8L al.~.svf@OL gat betoets saw bod? fowtoteD-edT .S9BL wb: SLi» sagem 
epgiet » OGL ag eytotinncd.s ¢lfsll byoid to enolseen ainto¥ bad as ol: oma 
youl to Fiky ont ,.ffeh edvedof ,£0°f at toutasniny) beqqtups Iflew ae 
ORL ok tmudrotites episl a has 2eoltic egeffod dhe .edredor nossarg 7 
fooice tone Saetsevell G16 aoxt befehoret eVtodianoh = ¢Lish nobielf ae 
yrteib 102 Sieh syebawet of gntwLanobtibbains 4 20@! nt pgatbsiud Pip, 
bas polsaen edt 10% _pathlid: tremerceq 6 .d0CL nL ineciod idx baa effet a ; 
edt -@O8L at. ¢ {let nofaed % themegiaiae edd , POL nip tual galtmgil 1 
‘T alot yi nevtg <yxeontial sixtol off ySser Nheesoss ota brolevall Ss 
“ae edt yd nevis «Lo byolg Bo imbione wom o ,ELEL abi gvat tla } 
Holtosa Miles eid OL0l ats. .e<ecegt 192 4D evtewl ofel eft Yo etatd 
ons ygolotd tot «fish saehqtené: sesat . VOL nhi...... Lar byolt to 
enoisose fanottibss avol,yrodintoh adé gnttolqnoa . VStl nt pest ae: 
ie ‘i. ; oie —— 
atl bled saottsisoesA Leoltotelt ‘efn etd (BERL (OL ye ado 1 
“siooasA eit mord.egellod biotvewalt do ebauo:g oft no antieer teams 
gn. {heniadde e419 unotistowp gatwolioc? edt exttelivg einoke 
“BetT ¢sied O€.€ ge Let atuedoR at Biel eew gntsoom famrot oT «| 


¢ extremes yrotousortal bas. emootoy 2 tatta bs pb apr karen 
. ¢* 7 


. e 


+ 
e} S 
+ te 
v 


~uasm odd no gntised .bse1 e184 eteqaq gntwo 


486 


scripts end other treasures, end especielly on the Queker collections, 
‘in the possession of the College: Literary Materiel in the Roberts Col- 
lection by illiem A. Reitzel, Assistent Frofessor of English, Hever- 
ford Colleges; Some hittier Menuscript in the Roberts Collection by 
Edwerd D. Snyder, Professor of Wnhlish, Heverford College; Glimpses in- 
to Heverford Quekeriane by Arthur J. Mekeel, Instructor in Americen 
History, Haverford College. 

"After the reeding of these papers, some of which ere reprinted in 
the leter pages of this issue of the Bulletin, members were invited to 
visit three different exhibits, end to tour the campus to become ac- ~ 
queinted with its more interesting feetures." 

"The interesting trees snd shrubs of the campus had been marked by 
the Campus Club of the College with large placerds beering pertinent 
nemes and detes. A tour of the cempus wes led by Edwerd Woolmen, who 
hes kindly contributed the following: 

"As there ere more than 150 verieties of trees known to be growing 
on the College grounds, end. slso es the trip all eround the Nature Walk 
is fully two miles in length, there wes not time remeining efter the ex- 
ercises in Roberts Hell for us to visit more than the trees growing on 
the College cempus proper. The oldest trees on the campus, which con- 
tribute most to the charm and glory of its environment, ere the white 
oaks. These ere well over 150 years old. There ere severel red oaks al- 
so that ere almost gs old." 

"ve first stopped to enjoy the great American elm, growing neer the 
eastern end of Founders Hall. This bore en inscription which steted it 
to be the grandson of the Yilliem Penn Treety Tree of Shackamaxon Park, 
Philadelphia. This tree was the gift of Joshua L. Baily, end must be a- 
bout seventy yeers old." 

"Towering above Founders Hall, end immedietely in front, are two 
grend old gingko trees — the trees thet have no enemies. These were 
plented et the suggestion of Samuel Persons, H.C. '62, author, and 
lendscepe architect for the parks of New York City. Also in front of 
Founders Hell end flenking the welk to the Gymnasium we pessed two pyr- 
amidal Swiss stone pines." 

"Before our party broke up, mention wes mede of the recent plant- 
ing by the Leidy Microscopic Club of three basket oaks, in memory of 
one of their members, T. Chalkley Palmer, H.C. '82; of enother rare 
tree, the Franklinia, the gift of a friend of the College; end also 
of the tree which is probably the oldest on the grounds, the old white 
ash which is growing neer the Neture ‘Welk on the west. This tree is 
175 years old, es sceled by the state forester." 

The following communicetion from the clerk of Heverford Monthly 
Meeting of Arch Street Friends, gives the date of the establishment of 
that Meeting:- 

"Deer Friend, the first meeting of the newly orgenized Heverford 


Monthly Meeting was held 12mo. 22nd, 1904. Very sincerely, 
W. W. Comfort, Clerk." 
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MAIDEN CREEK. 

Mest ineeorgant zed E.bOUt ssclsiis esis ee ol Tane 
MeEBCINGUUMOUSS © DUT Dts ds sie so sc eens ss eis 0 LTD « 
Present School House built..........1807. 
Orthodox Meeting House built........1853. 
MeeuINe ROL SCONLINUGds «nies cece at bin 
Meeting Houses removed....sseseeeee e+ lI29, 
Location east of..........-Leesport, Pa. 
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Meiden Creek no longer appears on the list of active meetings of the 
Society of Friends, but its Meeting House, with its unique and interest- 
ing history, still exists as e monument to its past record. Practically 
it was the pioneer Friends' Meeting, with Exeter, of Berks County, Pa., 
and, for a long while,s the Exeter Monthly Meeting met alternetely at Oley 
or ™xeter and Meiden Creek, Exeter slone retaining the name in the Phila- 
delphia Quarter of Philadelphia Yesrly Meeting. : 

On the list of meetings for Arch Street Friends, Maiden Creek is ranked 
as e@ Particuler Meeting of Philadelphia Quarter of the Yearly Meeting. In 
the "Book of Meetings", 1905, is the following notice:- "Maiden Creek, 
Pennsylvania. Held on First and Fourth deys at 10 o'clock. Meiden Creek is 
@ village north of Reading. It is about two miles from Mast Berkley, and 
somewhat farther from Leesport, both of which stetions sre a short ride 
from Reading. Usual First day attendance perhaps 10 to 15. There is no 
minister, and the Meetings are usually held in silence. There are no 
children." In 1938 this meeting is evidently very small, for it is report- 
ed the Meeting House is no longer used. But in the list of meetings sched~ 
uled in the "Religious and Moral Almanac" of Arch Street Friends, Meiden 
Creek is given as meeting at Berkeley, Pa., on First-days at 10.00 o'clock. 

In the "History of Berks County, Pa.," by Morton L. Montgomery, 1886, 
is the following account of Maiden Creek and its Meeting:- 

"The land in Maiden Creek township was taken up by Friends. The exact 
period is not known; but it is supposed about the time thet the Indiens 
releesed the land in 1732. The Friends were always inclined to respect 
‘the rights of the Indians, end therefore they were not guilty of trespas- 
ses. The Indiens knew end respected this friendly and honorable feeling. 
Tt is supposed thet Moses Starr and his wife were the first two settlers 
in thet renote section of uninhebited country, having gone there about 
1730. This is possible, but not probable. Some of the eerliest Friends 
who took up lands by warrent and patent were Moses Starr, Francis Parvin, 
Semuel Lightfoot, Joseph Whyley (Wiley), Robert Penrose, Mordecai Lee and 
Nethaniel Houlton. At one time about 1752, when Berks County was erected, 
nearly the entire township was owned end occupied by Friends..-++eeees 

"The township was nemed efter the creek which extends diagonally 
through its territory. The words 'Meiden Creek' arose from the fact that 
the creek was a branch of the Schuylkill, the Indians called it Onlelsunce, 
which signifies little deughter....- 

"faiden-creak Friends' Meeting House is @ plein stone building, one- 
helf a mile west from Meiden-creek Stetion. The Monthly Meetings of the 
Friends in Meiden-creek were established as eerly as 1727, but they were 
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probably held at the houses of some of the Friends. The present proper- 
ty was not obtained until about twenty-two years later. On the 12th of 
July, 1759, Benjamin Lightfoot grented a small trect (four acres and 
Five perches) of lend from his ferm to certein Friends, Joseph Penrose, 
Richerd Fenrose, Thomes Wright end Willian Tomlinson, who then erected 
the present meeting-house thereon. Originally the surrounding country 
was & forest of oak and walnut trees, some of the trees having attained 
very lerge proportions (the stump of en oek tree indicates a diemeter of 
six feet end thet of 6 walnut tree more than three feet). The building 
itself is out of repeir, end the cemetery shows a neglected condition, 
(1686) owing to the very small number of persons now interested ir these 
venersble lendmerks. The Friends' school-house, nearby, in consequence of 
its disuse for e® number of yeers,-is also dilapidated. The latter was 
built in 1607, end was kept open until ebout 1870. It is the second build- 
ing et thet plece, the first heving been erected some time before 1764. 
In thet yeer e lot of ground adjoining the church-lot was purchesed, and 
Thomes “right, Mordecei Lee and Thomes Lightfoot-were appointed a comnit- 
tes to provide e school. They secured 6 log building, which, no doubt, wes 
used until the stone house took its plece, twenty-three years later. In 
the spring of 1784 Thomés Pearson beceme the first regular teecher, his 
engegement heving then been made for one year. Fifteen pupils entered the 
school then, end eight during the spring quarter, meking twenty-three pu- 
pils in all. Instruction wes given et the rete of forty shillings each a 
querter. As this wes one of the first English schools in the country, its 
patronage was quite lerge, many young men coming from a distance snd 
boarding with fermers in the neighborhood. Special attention wes given to 
mathemetical studies, and as surveying promised to be a lucrative employ- 
ment, a number ettended the school with a view of qualifying themselves 
in thet brench of study under teachers who were usually very proficient.. 
This school was instrumentel in cresting a sentiment in favor of English 
schools, end helped to meke the system of free education & success. 

"The Orthodox Friends' Meeting-House is situated on land which was 
given for church purposes by Thomas Willits. It stends on the west side 
of the Meiden-creek. It is a small brick building. The meeting is compos- 
ead of Jacob Parvin and family, John Pearson, Susen Pearson, Rebecca Les 
and Williem Smith. The present house has been occupied since 1853. Prior 
to that time, end after the Orthodox Friends had ceased to worship in 
‘the old stone house, the meetings were held in a log house on the Reber 
farm, previously used as & residence. There is no resident minister, but 
meetings are held regulerly on every First day and also occasionally on 
week-days." 

The minute books of Exeter Monthly Meeting ere preserved in the 
Friends' Historical Librery at Swarthmore, Pa. The following half-dozen 
or more minutes from those books refer to Meiden Creek Meeting during 
its early prosperous days:- 

"mxeter Monthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek the 28th. Dey of the 
lst Month 1762 Thofe from Maiden Creek report that John Collier wes Mer~ 
ried it is faid by a Priest fome time ago. And the Meeting is informed, 
thet he Neglects ettending Meetings, does not Ufe, the Plain Lenguege,s 
nor in his Drefs appear like @ Friend. Joseph Penrofe, Mordecai shea & 
Benjemin Peerfon are eppointed to Treat with him and Report to next Meet- 
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"Exeter Monthly Meeting held there the 25th Dey of the 2nd Month, 
1762. The Friends appointed report, they have Vifited John Collier, that 
he acknowledged he was Married by a Priest, and did not Deny nor Vindi- 
cate the other Charges egeainst him conteined in lest Meeting's Minute, 
but appeared Tender and Sorry for his disorderly Conduct, end Requests 
that Friends would forbear for e while. Testifying against him, es he has 
not the opportunity of knowing much of Friends Principles; which the 
Meeting consents to, and continues him under the Notice of the Committee." 

Month efter month the case of John Collier was continued with little 
or no advancement. Then: - 

"exeter Monthly Meeting held at Meiden Creek the 30th Dey of the 9th 
Month, 1762. One of the Friends eppointed to heve an Bye over John Collier 
reporte thet he has lately been, and Rid one of the Horfes at a Rece: but 
being spoke to then, is in hopes he will be more Careful for the future. 
He is continued under the Cere of the Seid Committee." 

"Exeter Monthly Meeting held there the 30th, Dey of the 12th Month 
1762 The Friends appointed to have the Cere of John Collier Report they 
have Vifited him, end think he is no rightly Sensible of his Misconduct, 
and that further Treeting with him doth not appeer to them likely to bring 
him thereto. Which being Considered by the Meeting, Friends think it necef- 
sery for the Cleering of Truth thet a Testimony go forth against him. And 
do therefore eppoint Benjamin Peerson and Semuel Embree to prepere an Efsay 
of one end bring to next Meeting " 

"@xeter Monthly Meeting held the 28. of 4mo. 1784 at Maiden Creek 
there is 8 School Kept by Tho. Pearson a friend who is at present engaged 
for @ year, has 15 Scholars entred for thet Time, & 8 Quarterly Dittos at 
the Rate of 40fs pr Year for eech which is under the Direction of three 
Overseers, chosen by the Employers: the Schoolhouse on @ Lot of Ground, 
containing 5 Acres belonging to @ Friend " 

"Exeter Monthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek the 24, of the llmo. 
1784 Maiden Creek Representatives report thet their Mtg, requests some 
friends may be appointed to eccept a Deed & execute a Declaration of 
Trust, or such other Instrument of Writing, as can now regularly be had 
for a Lot of Ground they have agreed for, for the Use of a School within 
the Verge of said Mtg. Thomes right, Mordecai Lee & Tho. Lightfoot pte 
appointed to that Service % desired to report of their Care thereto. 

"Mxeter monthlymeeting held at Maiden Creek by Appointment the 4th. 
of the 10th. month 1786: The meeting is informed that the Deed for the 
Land intended for the use of a School at Maiden Creek is signed; the 
friends appointed ars continued and ears AS pe may be to execute 

aration of Trust % report to a future mtg. ' : 
eae pele aes Monthly ery ae hed there 26th of the 10th mo aoe Maiden 
Creek representatives inform thet Cenpleint was mede to their Meeting ane 
geinst Jonathan Rendal for having enrolled himself in a Uereeny, of horse 
men in order to learn the art of War, and also for having taken too much 
strong drink. Thomas Lee Amos Lee and Joseph Wright ars nae cadet 
treat with him for said Misconduct, % report to next or 4 future mon ‘ 

o 
eee 1929 the needs of the City of Reading for a reservoir, condemned 
the lends along Meiden Creek where the old Meeting House ao oie Its Totus 
as a landmark in the past history of Berks County, however, was recogni 
ed, and resulted in the entire removal of the Meeting House end its par- 
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ticuler surroundings to another site two miles away. After the removal 
was affected, the "Reeding Eagle", April 30, 1929, published the follow- 
ing article in its columns:- 

‘Then the City of Reading decided to build the Maidencreek imponding 
dam the officials were confronted with meny problems. Some of these were 
technical: snd required the best of enginesring skill, while others were 
of a sentimental nature. The meny landmerks of the pioneers of this sec- 
tion had to be removed to meke wey for the march of progress, and this 
included two cemeteries, the old Friends' Meeting House, and the Friends’ 
school house, the first English teaching institution in Nastern Pennsyl- 
vania. The old cemetery maintained by the Forney family on Forney fara, 
one of the oldest in the Maidencreek section, has heen moved end the re- 
mains now rest in the Leureldale Cemetery where the city provided a 
large plat for their reception. 

"One of the largest propositions was the removal of the old Friends' 
“Meeting House and school, along witn the more then 400 graves in the 
cemetery surrounding the historic house of worship. This work has been 
completed and about a mile west of the old site there now stends &n ex- 
act duplication of thse two structures as they eppeered on their origin- 
al sites. 

"The remains of those buried in the old cemetery have been marked. 
This was a difficult matter, as in the old cemetery there were but few 
grave merkers. The information for the markers was secured from a com- 
plete map of the old cemetery. 

"The new meeting houss and school building were built with the same 
material used in the original structures. Some of the woodwork had to 
be replaced, but all the stone used for the thick walls was heuled to 
the new site end placed in the new building. Photographs and sketches 
- were used by the builders to guide them, and the two structures are ex- 
act duplicates of the old buildings. 

"The first settlers ceme to Maidenceeek section in 1720, and it was 
shortly after this when the Friends, of the Hicksite branch, erected 
their first house of worship on the original site. This was built of 
logs and was replaced with the stone meeting house in 1730. This answer- 
ed the needs of religion in that section for many years end was visited 
many times by the friendly Indians, who still camped elong the Maiden- 
creek. 

“The walls of the meeting house were well cemented and great care 
had to be exercised so as not to break any of the stones in dismantling 
the old house of worship. The place was not used for worship for sever- 
al years, but the interior was the same as when used. It contained wood- 
en benches and two Sally Ann wood stoves. The men sat on one side and 
the woman on the other side of the meeting house, and the benches were 
worn smooth by the constant use they were subjected to during the past 
two centuries. 

"A¥1 the interior furnishings were carefully preserved until the 
new buildings were completed when they were installed in the identical 
m@nner in which they were in the first buildings. So while the march of 
progress has removed these two historic landmarks from their original 
site, the few remaining members of.the section who are interested in 
the meeting house are well pleased with the work accomplished by the 
city. While they bitterly opposed the removal of their dead and the 
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tearing down of their historic meeting house,the ranoval process has beer 
hendled in such an efficient manner that it has left no bitter feeling. 
The two buildings and the cemetery adjoining will be visited by many 
members of the sect from afar during the Summer and all will marvel at 
the exact duplication of what wes formerly the best known landmark of 
the Meidencreek region." 

The Maiden Creek Meeting Houses, Hicksite and Orthodox, in 1931, 
stand nearly side by side on the left of the road leading from Leesport 
to Kutztown. The former, built of light stone, since its removal from 
the originel location on the east side of the present Meiden-Creek Res- 
ervoir, appears very bleak in the midst of a large level oblong-shaped 
ground bordered with a low hedge, which, like the newly planted grove 
of saplings, promises to become larger and quite beautiful in the fut- 
ure. The House. directly faces the south, has three doors, two et the 
front and one in the reer. The little graveyard at the back and northwarc 
consists of thirty-six marked graves ranged in two rows with one soli- 
tary grave some little space awey from the others. The names on the 
headstones are Hartman, Lightfoot, Meredith, Negle, Pervin, Pearson, 
Willéts, Wiley and “Wright, but the Pervin family is most generally re- 
presented. In the present location the Meiden Creek Meeting House and 
School look strong, sturdy and patheticelly silent, and show a great 
distence across the valley in front. 

Close by, in © decayed grove of old trees, surrounded by an upgrowt} 
of wild regged weeds and briars, is the little prick Meeting House of Or- 
thodox Friends. It corners to the cardinal points, facing southwest, is 
quite pretty, but sadly reveals its dilapidted condition to great disad- 
ventage. However, the building is in e much better state than its envir- 
onment. “Within there is ® dividing partition, end the cushions on the 
little collection of about a dozen benches are much worn and quite old. 
The small enclosure of ground at the back of which the Meeting House 
stends, is surrounded by metel fencing which time and inclement weather 
hes covered with a coeting of iron-rust, while the frequent hassocks of 
burdock, the meny broken sticks and dead twige attest to the death of a 
Friends' Meeting of the past equally with the silence enteiled by the 
closed shutters snd locked doors of the naighboring old historic Meiden 
Creek Meeting House of Hicksite Friends. 

NOT@. But the Msiden Creek Friends' Meeting is not really "dead", 
for, in 1938, a smell gathering meets at Berkeley, being so announced 
in the Friends' Almenac; although a rumor states the former house of 
worship for Orthodox Friends has been converted into a dwelling. 
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' Merion Friends’ Meeting, frequently called "Old Merion" on account 
of its age, end occasionally "Lower Merion", from the tovmship in which 
it is located, dates far beckwerd in the Friendly History of the settle- 
ment of Pennsylvania. It is one of the four Preparative Meetings that 
comprise Rednor Monthly Meeting, end hence belongs to the Philedelphia 
Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Hicksite Branch of the'So- 
ciety of Friends. The Meeting House is old, indeed hes the date 1695 in 
its gable, but is generally believed to count no eerlier than 1713. It 
is-most beautifully situated at the junction of Meeting House Lene and 
Montgomery Pike, e half-mile from Nerberth in Montgomery County, Pa. 
Though old it is kept in such good repair that it belies its age, and, 
though neer a much frequented thoroughfare, it is environed with en air 
of peece end Friendly solitude. On ground several feet ebove the level 
of the sidewalk and street, it hes an entrance for vehicles at one ex- 
tremity of the Meeting House Yerd, and et the further end of the prem- 
ises a smell gate for pedestrians, opening to a foot path leading to 
the Meeting Eouse. 

Merion Meeting House with its environment is unquestionably one of 
the prettiest pleces for worship belonging to the Society of Friends. On 
e teblet at the carriage entrance is this notification:- 


MERION MEETING 
esteblished by the 
Society of Friends \ 
1682 


Williem Penn 
worshiped here 


Meeting every -first-day 
(Sunday) morning 11 o'clock 
Come in end meet with us 


In the "History of Montgomery County, Pa," edited by Theodore W. 
Bean, is given this interesting account of Merion Meeting Houses ~ "A= 
mong the encient houses of worship still stending in Pennsylvenlea, the 
Friends' Meeting House in Lower Merion is one of the oldest. It is sit- 
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uated on the old Lencaster road, et what has been for some time called 
General Wayne, but little over a mile from the City line. The early Welsh, 
it appears, who settled throughout this section were nearly all Friends, 
end are known to have held worship in this vicinity at the house of Hugh 
Roberts, es early et least as the Fourth Month, 1684. According to the 
researches of the late Dr. George Smith, they built et first a temporery 
structure of wood in 1695, which stood until 1713, when its place was sup- 
plied by the present substantial stone edifice, which wes completed in 

the fall of thet yeer. Its ground-plen is in the form of e& Gothic T. with - 
@ length of thirty-six feet, and the end facing southwest, is twenty by 
twenty-four feet. It is one-story or ebout fourteen feet to the roof, 

with walls over two feet in thickness, and, viewed from the inside, re- 
merkable for the height of its windows above the floor. A stone up in the 
geble, fronting the-roed, has cut in it ‘Built 1695, repaired 1622.' This 
has been the meens of leading many astray, they supposing the present ed- 
ifice hed been erected at that dete, whereas it was the date of the erect- 
ion of the originsl building whose place it supplied eighteen years later. 
This has been so long and widely published thet the impression will not be 
so readily removed. It was of stone pointed, but in repairing it, probably 
in 1822 or not much later, it was plastered in imitation of large dressed 
stone, which has marred its venerable appearance. The graveyard adjoining 
contéins only a few recent tombstones thet bear inscriptions." 

The writer of the foregoing made a slight error. The stone in the ga- 
ble of Old Merion Meeting House bears the words end dates,- "Built 1695 
Rebuilt 1829." 

Quite a deteiled sccount of the early history of this Meeting House 
wes published in the Friends' Intelligencer, Tenth Month 12, 1872, from 
which the following remerks sre extracted:- “Adopting the yeer 1712, as © 
the correct dete of the erection of Friends’ Meeting-house at Merion, it 


will still stand among the oldest buildings in Pennsylvenis erected for 


religious purposes. One end of Haverford meeting-house wes built in 1700. 
The Swedish church in Southwark the same yeer. St. Devid's Episcopal 
church at Radnor wes erected in 1717; Radnor Friends' meeting-house in 
1718, end Christ Church in Philedelphie between the yeers 1725 and 1744. 
Heverford is the only Friencs' meeting-house stending in which William 
Penn preached." 

The old graveyerd close by the Merion Meeting House looks old, 
unpretentious, quiet, and very peaceful. Meny graves are unmerked, es- 
pecially in the oldest part, by any memorial stone, though several are 
designated by rough, irreguler-shaped dark fieldstones without name, in- 
jitiel or dete. At the right of the entrance gateway is the grave of Thom- 
as Ellwood Zell in the Zell Row. He was one of the founders of the Loy- 
al Legion: the headstone stating the fact with the dates of his birth, 
6th Mo. 29th, 1828, and deeth, 3rd Mo. lst, 1905. To the left of the 
gate is the burial spot of the well known Quaker minister, Samuel J. 
Levick, Born 8th Month 30th, 1819, Died 4th Month 19th, 1885. Neer his 
grave, on the wall at the emd of the Roberts Row, 18 6 tablet that is 
inscribed:- "John Roberts of Lynn, Carnervonshire, Weles, Wes born in 
1648 Died April 6, 1724 and his descendents are buried opposite this 

897." ’ 
ae og Sa distance beyond the Roberts Row, on the farther side of 
the centrel end only pathwey in the cemetery, is the George Row, in 
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which John M. Georgem Born 10mo. 16th, 1802, Died 2mo. llth, 1887, was 
buried. His legacy to the Society of Friends resulted in the founding 
of the George School neer Newtown, Bucks County, Pe. Besides these there 
ere many of the Jones, Lesdom, Price, Thomas end other families interred 
at Old Merion. 


MERION or BLOCKLEY MENTING. 


West of the Schuylkill River, within the present limits of the 
city and county of Philadelphia, there was in very early times, a Meet- 
ing of the Society of Frionds. Mery J. Welker, in her sketch of Merion 
Friends' Meeting, written in 1895, states:- "The first Monthly Meeting 
recorded in the minutes, still preserved, was held 10th of Second Month, 
1684, at Thomas Duckett's house in Schuylkill, then followed one at 
John Bevan's house in Haverford, and Hugh Roberts' houss in Merion. 
Soon after the first meeting a committees was appointed to select suita- 
ble grounds for burial-places neer the three meetings. Of the three 
grounds selected, those of Haverford and Merion, with additions are still 
used; thet of Schuylkill has long ago been overrun and occupied by Phil- 
adelyhia's increasing business. It was on the Schuylkill front of Thon- 
as Duckett's farm, at what is now Thirty-second and Market streets, and 
after some time passed from the Society of Friends into the possession 
of strangers. The street at the west end of Market street bridge passes 
through it, all traces of it having now disappeared. Ye have no knowl- 
edge of any meeting-house ever being built at that place.” 

The meeting here referred to was called "Schuylkill". Doubtless 
Mary J. Welker obtained some of her information from en earlier written 
assertion of Dr. George Smith, who, in 1872, was quoted by the Friends' 
Intelligencer as seying:- “Although some portions of the early minutes 
of ‘Haverford monthly meeting' of which Merion meeting was & constitu- 
ent part, have heen lost, still there are enough of those minutes and 
early records remaining to show conclusively that the present (Merion) 
‘meeting house wes erected much later than 1695. At first this first 
Monthly Meeting comprised three particuler meetings— ‘Haverford’, 
‘Merion’, and 'Schuylkill'— the letter being generally held west of 
the Schuylkill river end near the present Pennsylvania Reilroad depot. 
All were held in privete houses— the first on record being held at 
the house of Thomes Duckett, (the Schuylkill meeting) on the 10th of 
the Second month, 1684." 

Thomas Duckett, at whose residence the Schuylkill Meeting was held, 
was the clerk of the meeting. He is supposed to have arrived in the col- 
ony of Pennsylvenia even before William Penn himself came, end later 
became a member of the First Pennsylvania Assembly. His death occurred 
in 1699 being caused by a fever. In respect to the early established 
burial grounds, Dr. George Smith gives us the following information:- 

"Suitable buriel-places for the dead, unfortunetely, were among 
the earliest necessities of the first English settlers. Accordingly, it 
is recorded, that ‘att our monethly meeting held at John Bevan's house 
et Haverford, the 9th of the 8th moneth (October) 1684, it was ordered 
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"'This meeting having taken to their consideration the necessity of 
a. burying-place, it was ordered thet Thomas Ducket and Bernaby Willcocks 
for Schoolkill, Hugh Robert and Robert David for Merion, George Painter 
and William Howell for Haverford, should view and set out convenient 
places for thet purpose, respectively, for the meeting they belong to as 
eforesaid.'2 

, “At the next monthly meeting reports were made that burying-places 
_ had been laid out respectively for Haverford and Merion. The sites thus 
selected, with some enlargements, constitute the burial-grounds attach-~ 
ed to these meetings at the present day. There was more difficulty in 
heving the ground laid out at the Schuylkill; but it was eventually ef- 
fected, and its sits is still marked by a few dilapidated grevestones, 
that may be seen on either side of the street that passes under the 
Pennsylvanie Reilroad west of the Schuylkill, which was laid out through 
ARLE 

The foregoing is an extract from Dr. George Smith's "History of Del- 
aware County, Pa.," published in 1862. Since that date every trece of 
the greveyard has diseppearsd. Dr. Smith also notes that "The Schuylkill 
Meeting was not continued very long, the burial-place in time became a 
public greveyard, and passed out of the hands of the Society of Friends." 

In Thompson Yestcott's “History of Philadelphia" a reference is made 
to the Schuylkill Burial Ground, during the year 1811, as follows:- "A 
contest in relation to the title of the burying~-ground on the west side 
of the Schuylkill, north of Merket Street, wes renewed by a petition of 
the Society of Friends, presented in the House January 7th, thet the le- 
gal title to the lot of ground which had been used by them as a burying- 
ground might be vested in trustees for the use of the Society. The Board 
of Health shortly efterward presented a petition, asking that the same 
lot be vested in thet body for a public burying-ground. The Senate then 
passed a bill vesting the property in the Society of Friends. It was 
lost in the House by forty yeas to fifty nays." 

Hence, from these meager statistics, it is conjectured that the ear- 
ly Schuylkill Meeting was discontinued long before the eightsenth century 
wes spent, its Buriel Ground lost to the Friends about 1811, and all trac- 
es of it gone before the nineteenth century was completed. 

However, with no direct connection with the Schuylkill Meeting, an- 
other meeting arose, evidently at or neer the time of ‘the Separation of 
1827, end not very fer distant in location from the former meeting. This 
was a meeting of the Orthodox branch of the Society, which, in their 
"Book of Meetings" was catelogued as an indulged or particular meeting 
under the name of Merion in the Yestern District of Philadelphie Quarter. 

The Meeting House erected for this meeting was located in the town- 
ship of Blockley, not far distant from the boundary line between the 
townships of Blockley end Lower Merion, at what in later years was indi- 
cated by the intersection of Fifty-fourth Street with the Lancaster Pike. 
The Meeting House wes sometimes called by the name of the township, 
"Blockley." ; 

In "The Friend", Ninth Month 4th, 1830, is found this announcement 
which intimates that the little Meeting House of "Blockley", or more 
properly 'Merion", was in existence at that date, having been erected 
most likely either in that yeer or the preceding:- "In Philadelphia 
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quarterly Meeting Friends are generelly accommodated with Meeting Hous- 
ess At Rednor, & Haverford, the meetings ere held in dwelling houses, 
the letter is not, however, occupied by any family. Merion meeting is 
held in a small house provided for the purpose." 

Here are some notes which throw an interesting light upon the name 
of Blockley, as it is concerned with West Philadelphia. In the "Histor- 
ic Lower Merion end Blockley," a work written by Dora Harvey Develin 
A.M., 1922, is the following note regerding the name of the towship:- 
"Yhen we sey 'Blockley' most people think of the Almshouse, by 'Block- 
ley' as epplied to t:'e Almshouse is simply © survival of the name.... 
The Old Lencaster Roed wes called for many yeers the 'Blockley end Mer- 
ion Turnpike, or Plank Road,' e& portion of whet is now Sixty-third 
Street, “lest Philadelphia, was called ‘Blockley Avenus.' ‘The Blockley 
Library' wes in the old Hestonville Hell, Fifty-second and Lencaster 
Avenue......-eeThe first settler. who 'penetrated the wilds of Block- 
ley' wes Yilliem ‘Ysrner, of Blockley, England. He was a resident as 
early as 1677, heving srrived before the greet influx of either Welsh 
or English colonists. Yilliem Yearner built his house on what after- 
wards was Forty-fifth and Yestminster Avenue. He named his plentation 
"Blockley! efter his home in Tngland.....The names of Duckett, Warner, 
Kite, end others, all early members of the Schuylkill Friends' Meeting, 
appear on the records at the Friends' Meeting House, Fifteenth and Race 
Streets, Philadelphie.’ Mery Werner, deughter of Williem Warner, married’ 
Thomas “lynne, grandson of’ Dr. Thomas “lynne.....The Blockley Baptist 
Church was founded in 1804.....For many years this was the only church 
of any denomination (except the Friends) in all Blockley Township. The 
church is situate on whet is now Fifty-third street, being @ pert of the 
old-time ‘Meeting House Lane' which extended from Lancester Pike to the 
West Chester Roed (now Market Street)." 

Blockley or Merion Meeting of Orthodox Friends, wes most likely or- 
ganized et the time of the Seperation end was not discontinued until e- 
bout 1887. For many consecutive years it wes named in the City Direct- 
ory, thus:- "Merion, Lencester Ave. sbove Hestnoville" with meetings on 
First end FPifth-deys at 11 A.M. The last entry of this meeting in the 
City Directory was in 1887. : 

Blockley or Merion Meeting House was situated neer Fifty-fourth 
Street, between the present 52nd Street Station of the Pennsylvenia 
Reailrosd and Overbrook. After the meeting ceased it was used as & 
school-house, so Mr. Alfred Justice asserts, end he photographed it a 
few yeers before the building wes demolished. He seemed to think it 
wes built of logs end rough-cast with plaster, in leter years. The 
property was ultimately sold to the Pennsylvania Reilroad and was de- 
molished in 1918. Just previous to its disappeerence, it wes photo- 
grephed by Yetson VY. Dewees of Haverford, Pa., who celled it Blockley. 
On the 17th of June, 1897, it was photographed by Gilbert Cope of West 
Chester, who called it Merion -Orthodox Meeting House. Whereas some have 
thought the Blockley Meeting House and the Merion Meeting House were 
different buildings, ea comparison of the two photogrephs show the build- 
ings to be one end the same structure. 

The Merion Meeting House stood on a little eminence end it with the 
surrounding ground became ebsorbed by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. 

“a eS iad % Vida F ecco ply ola LU “4 \ Cov \ Ast ? - ss oe AD 
um | ] gaac 4 Yarn? oy clact, ‘| Ltt any ' 


( G 


EG PES OO, 


~ 


ST era 


SRY 


f ans 


ace | : ‘ae 


-auoll mites détw betabommocsns yYELrteneg, 628 ebueky aatteen cee 
seaned guiliewh at died ets egtisteon eat bis trevell 2. .1ombal gh 

at yviteom aoivalt. .ylime? yracvd beigsgoo gtevewod eton al a 
“,saoqmwa add 19% hekiverq eavod, Linma.aipirh 

ema aty nod Iieil gattemrodnl os words obiw eeton, emos s1a,c7%6H ae v3 
-roteiH” erld at .aldelebslidd teei_Attw bemreonoo ef ff ea. .yetdoald ‘ts 
aileved ceria aiod yd settiow s2ow 2)" eyeLioolh bas notuell tawol oh 
-iqitianwod ed to omen eff gathreyor et0G guiwolfot edt ak «SSer ei 
-sn0l' yw .oovordsalA eft to dntdt .elgoeq eam 'yetdoold' yea ew nedve 


sue vmina od ‘io favivase s yfqmte eb oanotamiA @ sod betiqqa es yek 
“19 hxe veltoolh' ony ersey yer 102 belies. gaw bao tetanoned DLO legs 
bitdd-ytxls won.el Jadw to actii0og ® ', baof daelt 10 ,etlqnivD aes 
ieltecold eff’ ‘.eunovA yelxoolS' belies ean. ,sldatebalin® feet eteaweg 
ipiesonad bua beooee-¥Ftid e fish elliveotsecd bilo eit nd new. ‘yueaddg 
-s90f§ la abdliw of besasteneq: ofw .1elétee Setit oiTs.++se0 + -OUNOVA 
at tnebieet Ss eew oH .basfandt .yefldool§ te), senavey mellity sew: yeR 
dete? «en htss do leomnha tee 1 jerit exo'ted bov itr gotved .TVad es pipe. 
egovbea t8elw no eovod ein (df tud “ental mai ii seteiaslos velinn? 


aoltetnaia eid Semsaa of .ovnevA teftenimiae® baedittrt-yirot een Soeal 
itedoud to eeman, onT,.«.sbnalant® nt emod ein i9ti¢ » yelsootas 
Menitesk tebnolkit Tikit fyades ent to exedmom yiiee Lis ,enedtoohne (ottt a 
O24). se Adnoeets til «eevoH srifeel 'shaeind, edd. ie} abiose: edt no iseqge — 
‘heintsr .1eniey sal lliv’: te veddgued <vemre¥) yaa ‘Ysinglobalind).steent? © 
taltqad veldoold ofT.o.s ory’ esmorT «10, lo -noehaaig . ony samo? i £: 
dptutls yiso oft eaw eldt -eiasy yoso 10% eesePO8Lomd bebowot saw dowd? 7” 
eA? wqidaxwoT yolioola- fle at ~ebneivt edt tqeone )inottaninonsh yes ae 
oft to dregs gated ,teatte biidd-ydtll won al tadw go otsautte ef dorudg| 
eft of etf£4 satesonal mont sind 15 fofdw ‘enol eevor szaiteed', emt emit-blo 
. v. (teente- textual wom) b2oh 1eteedd toot 
“20 edoxit dado sav ,abaetyD xobodix0 to anitself aofiet 10 yeldooliuc ae 
s iitmw beasitaovste donee bas aoltersqed eddy Joperts ads, +s besingg 
soorkd ysSf0 oft af batman cow th wraey evitvseesod yaar 08 . YSSL ee 
no sgalteem-diie "ellivyeséeed svoda, vA, s0otesonal). noite” <-ceudd » 
ott at gutteaw aird to yrtne test of? .MeA Lb Be eyab-istl, bas 
| »T86I at aew vxotoeté ytio 
dtiwol-yttlt assem bedsudie epw enue anttesM aolte 10 yeldoolf 
sinavivannet edd Iq -hottase seerts. bnS2 tneesug acd seewled cteatte 
2 ea heey sav tL Dewees gatteem oft ye7 lA aeorditev9 dna paorlkagt-— 
& $i bencorgetodq ed one ~eiredss eotteut bea tiA .1é oa ,»eeved-foodes . 
tk Antdd of bemeee oh sbeneifotreb wer pnlolied ed exoted e1sey wet oe 
ex? .cisey tevel si ,teveatq dtiw teao-dguonr° baa spol to afindy eas ay 
“eb aaw bas nsorlish atnaviyedneat off of Sfoa yLetomitiv eam ytseqorg 
“ojontq esw Ji ,pounsrseqqaele 23} ot.euniverq jeul, .8i2f nk bedebiom | 
‘\Oliools ¢£ bel{as onw , «FT, -bicigevet to soewed .v noeseT yd)! 
JiuW to eqod trediih yd berqengedotq ean fh. VCSL . cal, to AIL ot 
eva emoa saevtet! .eevel goidooh xohodiO>motil ti belied offw: i 
etew esuoll peivee nolieM off bee sevot gniteo’ ye fdoo la end 4 
“bitud eit worle ecdqatgotorq owt ott to mostiaqroe 2 ehantbtiud, dnote tt } 
ols vaeeianets | orem eit) beasneed 9s Nana 
edt dtte tt» baa eonedime altti£ s ao hogtacesvcti netveels noiaell ¢ i 
ruagnoS dso1lish ataaviyenned.edd, yd uaa snneet bawory & Pawo TIEE 


a. 
3 


n 
ve 
i 


} (on 


: > 
t ‘49 hy Pan Pe ip aes 
ryt Y > & : + F / } lnagt . ies ly +7 di ’ pear te  P iid ‘ wah ie Lats, + p ‘id 
i v4 > : 
eine RM ; bred ie RASH Oe t } 0 tan 
. mas et Paar | ie sensu 
J 7 i ‘ < Ae - +7 4 
. AE aerial 


, a oa ’ oars 
= ve eee ee 


497 


Being consigned to reilroad purposes, dredges were used to dig awey the 
eerth to reduce it to @ needed level. J. Henry Bertlott of Tuckerton, 
N.J., was en eye-witness to the work snd observed how the digging took 
plece all about the little Meeting House, leaving it for awhile the cen- 
trel object of a seeming-to-be little island. The building, finally un- 
dermined, toppled over, end what wes left of it was converted into fire- 
wood. No one appesreda sufficiently interested, to Mr. Bartlett's regret, 
to remove this little Meeting House to another spot to preserve it as a 
relic of the pést. 
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NORTHERN DISTRICT. 
represonted in most recent times by 
NORTH WMenTINc 


Bank Meeting House built... ee cee cee ce reve nae l 685. 
Monthly Meeting established.....seessevveseeel lle. 


Key's Alley Meeting House built...+-.secureee 1789. 
Renk Meeting House removedercorussorsercvens vaT90 
North Meeting House built... .sseeeescenee 88 shOSTs 
Frequently celled .«scueeee, ..Sixth Street Meeting. 
Koy's Alley Meeting House burnt.......-+..+-+1850. 
feeting discontinued.......+6-. Wiis noe eee RLU LoS 


Northern Liberties Pley Ground established...191&. 
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Dr. Ezra Michener, in his "Retrospect of Barly Quakerism", mekes this 
statement in regerd to the esteblishment of the Northern District Monthly 
Meeting of Friends in the Philedelphie Quarter of Philedelphise Yesrly Meet- 
ing:- 

"1772.- The meeting at the Benk meeting-house appears to have been con- 
tinued after the erection of the Merket Street house. And es Friends be- 
came morenumerous end widely scettered, it wes found expedient to increase 
the number of Monthly Meétings. One on the north wes first held et the Benk 
meeting-house, on third dey, the 24th of the eleventh month, 1772. Friends 
finding themselves greatly incommoded by the greding of the street, built 
e meeting-house in Key's Alley, end removed the meeting thereto in the 
yeer 1789, where it was continued till the division of 1627, at which time 
Friends withdrew therefrom. The property has since been sold for public 
school purposes." 

The latter part of Michener's note refers of course to the actions of 


the Hicksite Friends. The meeting in Key's Alley continued with Orthodox 


Friends until the erection of the Meeting House at Sixth and Noble Streets 


in 1637, ten yeers after the Separetion. 
The lerge Meeting House on Noble Street in the Northern Liberties of 
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Philadelphia, between Sixth Street on the east end Mershall Street on the 
west, was built in 1837, eccording to the dete in the western gable. In 
it was held the Monthly Meeting for the Northern District for Orthodox 
Friends who also kept e school in the seme building. In the "Book of 
Meetings" issued by the Arch Street Friends in 1906 is this announcement 
concerning this Meeting:- 

"Sixth Street, Philadelphia. Celled also North Meeting. Held on First 
and Third deys et 10 o'clock. The house is situated at Sixth and Noble 
Streets (Noble Street being the fourth street north from Merket Street.) 
There ere two ministers of this meeting. The usual First-dey attendance 
varies from 20 to 40. The mid-week Meeting is larger than the First-day, 
-and is attended in the winter by about 40 older scholers from the Aim- 
well School, which is held in the same building." 

As a plece of worship the North Meeting wes "leid down" in 1914. 

The property was sold in 1916, end in 1929 is used es a.playground. On 
the entrance getewey on Sixth Street is a tablet bearing the following 
announcement:- "Northern Liberties Play Ground Esteblished in 1918. Un- 
der the wills of Richard Smith snd Sareh A. Smith in memory of their son 
Stanfield Smith. Fidelity Trust Company Trustee." 

7 This Meeting House, es the property of Orthodox Friends and erected 
after the Separetion of 1627, wes generelly knowm as the North Meeting, 
and doubtlessly, in name, wes 6 leter representative of the earlier Bank 
Meeting. So this ennexed extract from Yatson's "Annals of Philadelphia" 
seems to suggest:- | 

"The Friends' Meeting, in Front above Mulberry street, built in 

1685, was originally intended as an 'Nvening Meeting', while the one at 
Centre Square (south-west corner) was then erected as a Dey Meeting. Part 
of the surplus materiels used et the letter were removed to eid in build- 
ing the evening meeting. It wes called, in thet day, ‘the Evening Meeting. ' 
In after yeers, when they constructed, in 1753, ‘the Hill WMeeting' on 
Pine street, they called this house, in relation to its position, the 
'North Meeting.' After they cut down the Front street before the house, 
so as to leeve the mesting on a higher table lend, they then called Lucy 
‘the Benk Meeting.' It was sold and taken dow in 1789, et the time it 
‘became useless by their building 'the new meeting-house' in’ Key's elley, 
which soon efterwerds took the name of ‘the Up-town Meeting.'". 

In George Veux's historical peper written for the Centennial Anniver- 
sery of the erection of the Arch Street Meeting House, is the following 
paregraph:- "Centre Squere Meeting House wes pulled down and re-erected, 
it is believed, substantielly as it wes at Centre Square. It thus beceme 
‘the Second Benk Meeting.'" It wes removed in 1790 and the premises sold. 
"In its place what wes celled North Meeting was erected in Key's Alley; 
east of Second Street (Key's Alley wes just south of Vine Street), part- 
ly on @ lot which had been given to Friends by George Fox. That struct- 
ure continued in use until the new meeting-house at Sixth and Noble Streets 


was completed." i 
The old Bank Meeting House wes on the west side, about one hundred 
feet, of Front Street above Arch, then celled Mulberry Street. One sug- 
gestion has been mede thet its neme may have been derived from the fact 
thet the Meeting House was on the hanks of the Delawere River. 
George Vaux further remarked:- "The property (Key's Alley Meeting 


- House) wes sold to the city of Philedelphie for e public school -house, 
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and the building wes ultimately destroyed in the great firs of 1850. The 
last meeting in Key's Alley appears to have been held ‘on Third-day, Nighth 
month 7, 1838. The new North Meeting at Sixth and Noble Streets was Ts 
in 1637, end the first meeting for worship was held there Nighth month 12, 
1838, end the first Monthly Meeting, Tighth month 28, of the same year. 

It wes sometimes called St. Isaac's, from Issec R- Davis, @ momber of the 
meeting who had teken an active part in its erection." 


OXFORD. 
Organized beforeesseereesseceteee a hp) a eee os 
Meeting House built......- ates cite "One re eihigie 


Congregation turned Keithian about....1691. 
Oxford Trinity Church established.....1696. 


Oxford Trinity Church built....--++--: LPLIS 
The present Parsonage built...-+-esereee 1856. 
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The story of the early Oxford Meeting of the Friends of Philadelphia 
is prectically the story of the Keithian Division in the Society, during 
which Oxford Meeting turned elmost in its entirety to the faith of the es- 
teblished Church of ™nglend, the very few who yet clung to the Queker:re= 
ligion becoming associated with other groups of Friends in the immediate 
neighborhood. Oxford as a Meeting turned Episcopalian and became known as 
Oxford Trinity Church, continuing as such through succeeding generations 
to the present tims. Its history, though interesting, is concerned with 
Queker annels only by reason of its definitely locating the plece where the 
early Oxford Friends' Meeting wes held during the few years of its exist- 
ence. 

The early historical notes concerning Oxford Friends' Meeting, @ con- 
stituent of the Friends' Meeting in Philadelphis, ere few and brief, so 
much so thet it is difficult, perhaps reelly impossible, to freme & de- 
pendeble outline of its history. Here is an interesting minute from the 
eerly Monthly Meeting of Philedelphia concerning it:- "At a Quarterly Meet- 
ing the first of the fourth nonth, 1685. Friends for Tackony meeting ac- 
queinting this meoting thet their meeting house doth not stend in Tackony, 
neither is there eny friands at Tackony that are members of it, but the 
land on which it stands, and the friends edjoining, live in Oxford township, 
therefore the meeting doth think fit thet it be celled Oxford meeting." 

At the time of the Two Hundred and: FiftiethiAnniversery of the Found- 
ing of Abington Meeting, Ninth Mo. 23, 1933, the various historical papers 
prepared for the occasion conteined a number of incidental allusions to Ox- 
ford Meeting of Friends. Here are some quotations from those axcellent and 


deeply interesting pepers:- 
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"At @ Mo-Meeting held at Sereh Seerys, ye 3d of 10mo, 1683 et request 
f some ffriends belonging to this Meeting A Meeting wes Settled Near Chel- 
venham at the house of Richerd Yell.’ These eerly meetings were held et 
‘he houses of members before meeting houses were built, and the most com- 
10dious and comfortable residence wes generelly chosen. This is evidence 
shat Richard ‘Yell's house was a substentiel one, as has been surmised, and 
therefore a part of the present structure ©£s indicated. In 1685 a monthly 
1eeting was held there in rotation with Oxford end Byberry. It was to this 
1onthly meeting that Germantown Friends addressed the first public protest 
igeinst slavery, in 1688." -(By Horece Mather Lippincott.) 

"It may bé noted thet the use of gegraphical names in the early re- 
rords is very free and easy. Técony was also called Oxford, end oftener 
jublin, both being names of townships. The famous gift of John Bernes wes 
aede not to Oxford Monthly Meeting, as it then wes, nor to Abington Meet- 
ing, as it was shortly to become, but to Dublin Monthly Meeting. The be- 
juest of Richard Well et about the seme time was to Cheltenham Meeting. 
Jowever, what seems confused to us wes doubtless cleer enough to the Friends 
of that dey, who hed more urgent matters on their minds. One of these was 
she provision of e meeting plece for the new meeting, and in addition to di- 
secting Thomes Feirmen to provide a minute book, the first meeting resolv- 
3d to construct a building on © plot of lend in Oxford Township offered by 
[Thomas Feirman......The prominence of Thomas Fairmen in the first monthly 
neeting is evident. He had moved to Oxford so that Williem Penn could oc- 
supy his house in Philedelphia, and at this time was plainly the leading 
spirit of the meeting. Thomes Fairmen who hed been Williem Penn's surveyor 
and one of his trusted lieutenants, shortly quarreled with his chief. Per- 
1aps he also fell out with the Oxford Friends, or he may heve repented of 
ais generosity with the lend......Only two minutes of this monthly meeting 
sontein envy reference to the George Keith troubles, but throughout the 
zsreater pert of the year 1691 the revised minutes say ‘no business.' If 
there were dissensions, it wes thought best thet no record of them should 
06 preserved. John Hert of Byberry wes one of the leeding Friends who fol- 
lowed Yeith, end the Byberry religious meeting wes therefore moved to the 
aouse of Henry Unglish. John Hert. later left the Keithian Friends, end ay 
joined the Baptist Church. Thomas Feirmen mey have been another of the Keith 
supporters, end this would sufficiently account for his refusél to give Ox- 
ford Meeting its ground." -(Arthur H. Jenkins end Ann R. Jenkins.) 

These foregoing notes seem rether to refer to the Oxford Friends who 
still held to the Queker faith then to those who followed Keith and ulti- 
netely turned to the Spiscopal Church. 


OXFORD TRINITY CHURCH. 


Just beyond the City Line of Philedelphie in Montgomery County, Paes 
t Fox Chase, is loceted in Oxford Township, the ancient Trinity Church 
whose eerliest ennals are imbedded in the equelly eerly Queker history of 
Penn's colony. WYilliem Penn, being liberal in his religious views, plac- 
ed no obstructions in the way of other religions than his own being e8- 
tablished in Pennsylvania. In John T. Feris's "Old Churches and Meeting 
Houses in end Around Philadelphie," recently published in 1926, is the 


following statement:- 
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"The first place of worship efter the orgenizetion of the Philedal- 
phie Beptists in 1698 was at Anthony Morris' Brew-House, neer the draw- 
bridgs, now the east side of Weter street, neer Dock Street. The endne 
wes @ Friend, but he was glad to welcome the Baptists until they could 
secure other quarters. This wes done in 1707, when they were invited to 
“essemble in the meetins house of the Keithien Quakers in Legrenze Piece 
, gust north of Christ Church. There, and in brick buildings erected on 
- the seme site in 1731, end elso in 1762-3, the church — destined to 
reméin until its removal to Broed end Arch Streets in 1856. The next 
move wes to the present beautiful building et Seventeenth and Sensom 
Streets." 


TM) 


~nere were severel different Meeting Houses erected in end about 

the eerly settlement of Philedelphia suited to the sccomnodetion of the 
early pioneer settlers who spreed themselves into the surrounding wood- 
ed districts. One of these Meetings, about nine miles from Fhiledelphia, 
wes nemed Oxford from the township wherein it wes located.-It was esteb- 
lished some yeers before 1696, exectly et what dete, perheps es early as 
1685, is not positively determined, end it soon pessed from the juris- 
diction end ownership of the Society of Friends, greatly through the in- 
fluence of the renegade Queker, George Keith, who, joining the Episcopel 
Church of Wnglenc, efter being disowmed by London Yeerly Meeting in 1695, 
returned tc the colonies end overturned the religious views of meny oth- 
ers of the Quaker Meetings. While living in Philedelphie Keith expressed 
some views in the Friends' meetings greatly et variance to those esteb- 
lished by George Fox, Willien Penn and other eerly Queker leaders. His 
influence wes felt and approved at Oxford, where the little congregation 
first beceme Keithiens end then Episcopalien. The smell log Meeting 
House erectsd there by the Friends served for their church use until it 
wes replaced by a new structure in 1711. This old building was meny . 
years leter enlarged to its present size. Over the doorwey of the Oxford 
Trinity Church is a large semicircular marble insert bearing this in- 
scription:- "Church of ™"ngleand Services were held On this site A.D. 1696 
in a log meeting house built by the Oxford Society of Friends. This 
Church was erected A.D. 1711." 

The eerly story of the church is directly mixed with the work of 
George Keith. An historical sketch of the parish wes written by & Rector 
of the church, Sdwerd Y. Buchenen D.D., and reed by him in the Churcn on 
Sundey, August 2, 1858. From the sketch is this extract:- 

"The precise time when the Parish originated, or, rather when the 
services of the Church of "ngland were commenced on, or neer, this spot, 
is unknown. It is known, however, thet there were, both e church and con- 
gregetion hero, es eerly as the year 1700, if not earlier. The authority 
for this stetenent is a letter of the Rev. Evan Evans, (for many yeers 
minister of Christ Church, Philadelphia).....Now, the dete of Mr. Evans's 
errivel in Philedelphia, was the year 1700; so thet in that yeer there 
were both ® church and e& congregetion here.....The church, to which Mr. 
Evens refers, wes @ building, possibly of logs, which, according to 
Keith, had been put up, or et least used, for & Jueker meeting-house; 
but hed been given by its proprietors to the Parish— the most of them 
heving become converts to the Church. Keith, in his Journel, published 
in 1706, speaks of it as e ‘convenient’ church, end as, eat the time of 
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P is writing, (vz., es is supposed, in 1705,) ‘supplied with ea minister, 


nd in use, on every Lord's dey, for preyers end sermons, end the adminis- 
retion of the Secraments.' It probably stood near the present church 
uilding, and mev heve been the one afterwards spoken of in the records 

f the Parish as the'school-house belonging to Oxford Church.' Previous 

© the donation of it to the Church it may have been used, ond probably 
‘as, by the Dutch Anebeptists and Swedish Lutherans of the neighborhood, 
is well as by the English Quakers,’ from whom it came." 

In John T. Féeris's book is quoted a part of a letter written by 
ihe Rev. Evan Evans to the Society for the Propogeation of the Gospel in 
sondon. He stated:- "Trinity Church, in Oxford Township, lies.....seven 
ailes from the city, where, for the first few years after my arrival in 
*hiledelphia, I frequently preeched.....When I last preached in it, there 
vere about one hundred end fifty people— most of them brought over to 
she Church of "nglend, from Quekers, Anebaptists end other persuasions." 
reris further relates "There is in the records of Holy Trinity Church 
Old Swedes), Wilmington, Deleware, a curious story of en important day 
at Trinity, Oxford— Mey 20, 1712: ‘We went up to Oxford where we met 
with six Priests, Mr. John Telbot from Burlington...and Mr. Evans of 
Philedelphia, Mr. Chubb of Apaquimeni, Mr. Humphrey here at Oxford, Mr. 
Sendell of Wicecoe, Megister Hisselius, Herr Ledenius, and myself from 
Christiene, who, after the service, laid the corner stone of a brick 
church in the plece of @ clapboerd church.'" 

Quoting egein from John T. Feris, we have the following interest- 
ing information concerning Trinity Church, Oxford, in its past histo- 
ry:- "Dr. Smith provost of College of Phila. (later University of Pa.) 
preached many times between 1766 and 1777. He told of a dispute in the 
church over a lottery which should have made some hundred pounds but 
did not cleer 20. But in 1771 he told of better times seying, ‘I heve 
greet pleesure in going to preach among them, end in summer fortunate- 
ly, my country house, where my femily reside, is nearer Oxford then to 
Fhiladelphie. The congregetion increases much since we got rid of sever- 
eal querrelsome people.'" 

The parsonage-house on Second Street road near Trinity Church was 
erected in 1856. The graveyerd, in the midst of which the venereble 
stands, is filled with menorisl marbles marking the resting places of 
mon, women end children who once belonged to the congregation. Meny are 
very interesting and some of the oldest yarticularly so. One large rough 
stone, covered with marks, but little that is legible, locates an Indian 
‘grave, so it is said. Another 4llustrates economy in graveyerd inscript- 


ions of early days. it reads,- 


Toby i3 Nov'br 74 
{pied 1726 aged 


Hesterl . J11 Aug'st 4 76 
This is evidently the grave of Toby Leech, who was one of the commls- 
sioners who leid out Old York Roed in 1711, and his wife Hester - 

But the most unique, by reeson of its Quaker association with the 
church, is a headstone neer the Indian's grave, which bears a lengthy 
epitaph. On the face of the stone is 

Here lyeth the body of Wlizabeth the 
wife of John Roberts who departed 
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this life May yo 6th in the year of our 

Lord God 1708 Aged 41 years 

“Yeep not for me for tis in vain 

Weep for your sins and them refrain. 
On the reverse of the headstone, towards the foot of the greve, is 

Hers by these lines is testify'd 

No Queker wes she when she dy'd; 

So far was she from Quakerism, 

Theat she desired to have baptisn. 

For, our bebes and children deer, 

To this, these lines true witness bear, 

And furtnermore, she did obtain, 

That faith thet all shall rise again 

Out of the graves at the last day, 

And in this feith she passed away. 
This epiteph, reveeling the religious inclinetion towards en antipathy 
to the religion of the Society of Friends, recalls to nind the attitude 
of George Keitn towards the early Friends of Philadelphia. The follow- 
ing extracts from Watson's "Annals of Philadelphia," (Willis P. Hezard's 
supplementary voluns), and articles published by George Keith himself, 
go far towerds revealing the almost vicious and decidedly quarrelsome 
disposition of en intelligent man, who, it is on record, wes an early 
schoolmester in the Friends' School in Philadelphia, known in later 
times as the celebreted William Penn Charter School. 

From Wetson's “Annals of Philadelphia'":- "In 1684, Thomas Lloyd 
in writing a letter to the Friends' Meeting at Dolaren, in North Wales, 
dated 2d of 6mo., says, that there were then 800 people at Friends' Meet- 
ing in the city. At thet time, says another writer, #11 denominations as- 
sembled with the Friends in much harmony and good fellowship, until dis- 
cord and confusion was introduced by George Keith's schism. In 1691 a 
scens of rere confusion wes exhibited in Friends' Meeting. The facts in 
the cass heave been told by Thomas Wilson, a public Friend, who wés pres- 
ent. George Keith, who hed just separated, sent T. Wilson and his com- 
panion, Jemes Dickinson, a challenge to dispute. They readily agreed to 
meet end meny Friends to both parties assembled. George Keith railed 
much. He end his ebettors requested another meeting, which was also grant 
ed. At another time George Keith went into Friends' Meeting while Jemes 
Dickinson was thers, and preached fawningly, es though he and Jemes Dick- 
inson were in unity; but Jemes stood up end confuted him. Then Keith witr 
drew in much wrath, end the people of the other denominations present, be 
ing numerous, cried aloud— , ‘Give wey end let the devil come out, for 
the little black man from Tngland (J. D.) has got his day.'" 

From etson's "Annals" VYol.3., by Willis P. Hazerd:- "The first schi 
jin their meetings arose from the defection of George Keith, who set up ne 
intervretetions of doctrine, and with his edherents established a meeting 
under the title of '‘Christien Quakers', end built a log house on Second 
street below Mulberry. Pamphlets were published by both parties, for one 
of which Keith and Thomes Budd were indicted, tried, and fined£5 each. 
At the Yearly Meeting of the Friends one of Keith's adherents read @ 
challenge from him to hear his appeal, climbing up into the window of 
the meeting-house and reading it while Thomes Janney was at prayer. Keitl 
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himself used such violent language as ‘hypocrites, snakes, vipers, blood- 
thirsty hounds, impudent rascals, and such like, bidding them cut him in 
collops, fry him, and eat him, and saying that his back had long itched 
to be whipped.' Keith carried his intemperate zeal so fer as to erect a 
gellery in the Friends' meeting, intending to be present on First Day, 
but which was torn down by Robert Turner, one of his own trustees." 

The Yearly Meeting in London, on "the 17. of the 3d. Month, 1695," 
drew up a minute of disownment of George Keith which was called by him 
a "Nameless Bull of "xcommunication." Among other reasons cited in it, is 
this,- "And in this meeting the said Geo. Keith, did openly Read ea Paper 
of his conteining Reflections, Accusstions and Exceptions eageinst divers 
Friends, thet ere members of this Meeting, in which Paper he Justifieth 
himself in these things, for which the last Yearly Meeting Reproved and 
Centured him, end in what he heath Printed since." 

Keith published a copy of the "Nemeless Bull" with his "Answer". 
From the closing paregraph of the Answer is the following:- "And lastly, 
Whereas they ssem to bleme me, for my departure out of their Yearly 
Meeting, before the further sense and Judgment of the Meeting could be 
given me, which they sey I did in ® very angry manner. But they should 
heve’ seid divers of them, particularly George Whiteheed and VVill. Penn 
did in a most angry manner, most unjustly and falsely accuse me, and be- 
have themselves most unchristianly towards me, as will appesr by the 
Printed Narrative I have made publick, and I have no undue or unsavory Ex- 
pression (which they only Charge me with in genersl) I uttered emong then, 
the greatest passion I was in, was that of Grief, to see their most unjust 
end inhumen proceedings; and I remember not in the least, that the Meeting, 
or any in the Meeting desired me to stay, efter I rose up to go, and there- . 
fore I see not, why I should be blamed for going, having no occasion to 
stay lonzer with them, nor eny expectation, they would hear my just Com- 
plaint, or give me any Tryal, but as it hath come to pass as I expected 
they would, heve condemned me without any Tryel, fair or wuifeir.”) Vlais 
reply wes signed "G. Keith The 28th dey of the 3d Month, 1695." 

In 1700 George Keith published a peper of 38 pages, in London, called 
"Reesons for Renouncing Quekerism, And Mntring into Communion with the 
Church of Englend." This article was filled with assertions similer to 
this which is quoted from the middle of the work:- "All other Religious 
Societies heve their Confessions of Feith, under some Appellation or other, 
by which Men may know whet they believe, but the Quekers are such Letti- 
tudineriens, thet if a Stranger should ask whet they were, he would re- 
ceive no other Answer then thet they ere whet other Men are not, but such 
es in Humour, Gesture, Gerb, Meine, end Pedentick, Centinc, Nonsence, ere 

Antipvodes tc ell the “orld; of which nothing is e greater instance, than 
carrying desd Men to their Greves with their Heads foremost; And if enquiry 
should be mede whet Feith they profess, it must be answered, thet no Body 
knows, nor themselves neither; end their Meeting-Houses might be Dedicat- 
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Pottstown Friends' Meeting is one of old standing, heving been orgen 
ized near the middle of the eighteenth century, probably about 1753. A ver 
brief notice of this Meeting is found in Theodore YW. Bean's "History of 
Montgomery County, Pe.," 1884, in which the writer steates:- 

"The first house of worship supposed to have been built in Pottstown 
was the Friends' Meeting-house. Soon after the laying out of the place, 
in 1753, John Potts donated e lot of ground for this purpose, on which, n 
doubt, it was shortly thereafter erected. Jesse Ives, long a member, end 
owner of the extensive grist-mill on the lienatawmy, stated in 1850 that 
when Washington's army wes here in September 1777, the meeting-house was 
used by some of the soldiers as quarters. When first seen by the writer, 
in 1858, it was a small one-story brick building that had been recently 
repaired. It was torn down in 1875 and replaced by the present building. 
is in charge of the Orthodox brench of Friends, and is located on King 
Street, between Hsnover and Penn." 

Pottstown is e Perticuler Meeting belonging to Philadelphia Monthly 
Meeting in Philedelphia Quarter of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Or- 
thodox Friends. In the "Book of Meetings" issued by Arch Street Friends 
ebout 1906, is the following ennouncements~ ' 

"Pottstown, Pennsylvenia. Held on First end Fourth days et 10 o'elcck 
Pottstown is on the Philadelphia % Reading R.R., and on the Pennsylvenia 
R.»R.e, e@bout one hour end o half by train from Philedelphia, and three 
hours by trolley. The Meeting House is on King Street, east of Hanover, 
sbout three squares from the Reading Stetion, and about five from the 
Fennsylvenia. The attendance on First days is. usually 10 to 12. There is 

‘no resident minister, end the Meeting is usually held in silence. There 
are four children among the members.” 

Before 1928 the mid-week meetings at Pottstown were discontinued end 
the First-day meeting for worship is scheduled to be opened et 10.30 A.M. 

Pottstown Friends' Meeting received no mention, whatever, by Ezra 
Michener in his "Retrospect of Barly Quakerisn", doubtless because there 
was no Hicksite Meeting in the town, and +he records of the meeting were 
inaccessible to him when he was preparing his velueble history. 

In 1930 when the compiler of these notes visited Pottstown on the 5th 
of March, the smell, neet frame building, without dete of erection visi- 
ble, wes in excellent repair, painved white or ivory, with trimmings of 
bronze green. It is on the north side of King Street, next to the Bell 
Telephone Building, faces south, and hes a sort of cramped appearance by 
being closely surrounded by other lerge buildings. A short line of sheds 
35 at the rear, beck of which is the old Buriel Ground, evidently no 
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Rees used. There ars but six memoriel stones in the-lot, and only one 
f them, thet of Isaac lells, in Qusker style, elthough enother bearing 

simply the name of William Ives, without date or other wording, indi- 
cates @ Friendly etmosphere. Three large flat stones, the middle one 
badly broken, merk the resting places of Rebecca Jolly and members of 
her family. Thei tallest headstone, the one nearest the Meeting House, 
hes &@ sculptured weeping willow and an elaborate inscription:- "Sacred 
to the memory of George V. Son of Henry and Mary Arms. Born June 21st 
A.D. 1814 Died February 25th A.D. 1847 aged 32 Yrs. 8mos. and 4 days. 

Unsheken as the sacred hills 

And firm as mountesins be. 

Firm as a rock the soul at rest, 

Theat leans Oh Lord on thee." 
A picket fence separates this graveyerd from enother sell one well sup- 
plied with monuments adjecent to it on the north. The latter is e non- 
sectarian burial ground celled the Pottstown Cemetery. 

Pottstown Meeting was organized under the care of of Exeter Monthly 
Meeting of which it was a constituent Indulged Meeting. In the minutes 
_ of Exeter Monthly Meeting there is frequent notice of this meeting. Ex- 
cepting for @ very slight hint in one of the earliest minutes of sny de- 
sire to be recognized as an established meeting, it appeared to be con- 
tent to remain under the care of Exeter for many years, end it was not 
until 1797 that the movement for establishment wes actually taken up in 
the Monthly Meeting. The following are a few of the meny minutes record- 
ed by Exeter Monthly Meeting concerning Pottstown, which for a few years 
was called Pottsgrove. None of them meke mention of the early Meeting 
Mouse, which, without doubt was built.soon after the meeting came into 
existence. The compiler of thase records noticed no mention of the Meet- 
ing before 1758, but the words of that first minute clearly shows that 
the meeting wes in being before that minute wes written. 

"At @xeter Monthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek the 27th Day of the 
7th. 1758 The Meeting, upon Considering that the Meeting at Jacob Thom- 
as's hath been held mich longer that allowed by this Meeting's Minute, 
end thet the Friends thereaway have repeatedly Requested to have a Meet- 
ing Settled there. Bllis Hughes, Joseph Ponrofe, Semuel Hughes, Richard 
Penrofe, Samuel Lee and Jecob Lightfoot are appointed to pay them a Vif- 
ita fit with. them in their Meeting, end Report to next Meeting whether 
it will be best to carry their Request to the Quarterly Meeting or not " 

This minute seems to. point to the early settlement of Pottstowm 
Meeting and is acknowledged as such by the historian, John F. Hshelman 
in his article "The Society of Friends and Their Meeting Houses, in 
Berks County." 

"Exeter Monthly Meeting held et Meiden Creek the 27th Dey of the 
llth Month 1771. The representatives being called sll appeared Exeter 
representetives also report thet the friends in near Pottsgrove, Re- 
quest thet a Meeting may be held there, on each first % fourth days of 
the week untill the Spring Mecting. (except the weeks when the prepara- 
tive Meeting is held at Txeter, & the Monthly Meeting week: The Committee 
formerly eppointed for Pottsgrove Meeting are desired to take the mat- 
ter under their consideration * report to next Meeting." 

The previous minute referred to in the foregoing was made in the 


7th Month and wes as follows:- 
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"ht Exeter Monthly Meeting held at Meiden Creek Meeting-house, 
the 3lst Day of the 7th month 1771. Semuel Hughes on behelf of the 
Committee eppointed to Visit friends at Pottsgrove, reoorts, that, 
four of them, with two other friends, hed a Meeting there; and after 
Meeting, @ Conference with the few members, who Live in & near the 
Town, @nd have agreed to propose, that they be allowed to hold a 
Meeting on the second & Last. first deys in each month until the next 
General Meeting in the Spring, with which this Meeting concurs; and 
requests the friends who were eppodinted to Visit then; may continue 
their Visits; & report to some future Meetings, their fense, wheth- 
er the Seid Meeting be held to the reputation of the Society or not; 
end Joseph Fenrose, Samuel Lee, Benjamin Fearson Richard Penrose & 
Mordecei Les sre added." 

"At e Monthly Meeting held at Exeter Meeting house the 25th 
Day of the 12th month 1771. The Friends eppointed for Pottsgrove hieet- 
ing report they think it may be grented them agreesble to their re- 
quest, with which this Meeting concurs." 

"™xeter Monthly Meeting held at Maiden-Creek Meeting-house the 
24th day of the 3rd month 1773. The Committee to Visit the Meeting at 
Pottsgrove reports thet the time for which they requested it, is near- 
ly expired, & they requesting longer time, they think it may be grented 
them until the next Yeerly Meeting; with which this Meeting concurs: 
And directs the friends formerly appointed to continue their cere " 

The privilege was egain renewed 8th Month 25, 1773, end on 4th 
Month 27, 1774. 

"txeter Monthly-meeting held there the 26th. day of the 10th. 
month 1774. The friends in & ebout Potts-town heving requested thet 
they mey be atlowed to continue their meeting longer; and great part 


’ of the Committee formerly appointed to have the care of thet meeting 


report, thet it will be egreeable to them to continue it until the 
next meeting occurs; to ba continued under the care of said commit- 
tee." 

The privilege wes egein renewed, 3rd Mo. 29, 1775, end on 3rd Mo. 
Bos hos 

"@xeter Monthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek by Adjournment the 
3. of the 4. Mo: 1782: Exeter Representatives report thet friends near 
Pottstoym request the Continuance of their First dey Mtg. as usual, 
and thet they heave had Thoughts of holding their Weekly Mtg. on the 
otherside of Schuylkill, which they submit to the Mo: Mtg. & friends 
taking it into Consideration ellow them to hold both as heretofore, 
+ill such Time es the Committee app. to have the Care & oversight of 
that Ntg. mey have Time to attend there, & conclude on A Report, 
which they are desired to do &s speedily as they conveniently can: & 
revort to next or e future Mo. Mtg." 

: On 5th Mo. 29, 1782, the Committes reported for Pottstown to con- 
tinue es usual “untill our next Y. Meeting." On Sth Mo. 28, 1782, 
Pottstown still expressed the desire to have "the Liberty to hold 
their “eekly Mtg. over Schuylkill." 

mxeter Monthly Meeting held at Meiden Creek the 27th. of 11 mO- 
1782: A Friend on behalf of the Committes appd to visit Pottstown Mtg. 
reports they have attended, & think it best that they be allowed to 
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hold their Firstday mtg. at the old Place as usuel till Spring; & their 
Weekday mtg. in a school house naer to Jecob Thomas's, both which (efter 
a time of Consideration) the Mtg. egress to. " 

"Exeter Monthly. Meeting held at Meiden Creek the 27. of 7. mo: 1785 
The Meeting is informed thet the surviving Heirs of John Potts deceased 
are now willing & ready to meke a Deed to Friends for the Lott on which 
the Meetinghouse stends at Pottstown, Friends indemnifying them from any 
Demand for the Proportion thereof, that may belong to the Heirs of Thomas 
Potts, Jonathan Potts & Anna Potts; Semuel Lee & Tdwerd Bonsall are ap- 
pointed to enquire into the Circumstences thereof, % report to next Mo: 
meeting " 

On 8th Mo. 3, 1755, the committee decided to purchase the "Lott by 
Subscription." 

"ixeter Monthlymeeting held at Maiden Creek the 29th of the llth 
mo. 1786. One of the friends appointed respecting the Lott at Pottstowm 
reports there sre sufficient Subscriptions for the Purchase of said Lott; 
friends who have subscribed thereto ere desired to bring the same to 
their respective Preperetive Mtgs. in order that it may be forwarded to 
appointed to receive it egainst our next Monthly meeting." 

"Exeter monthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek the 25th dey of the Sth: 
mo 1791 one of the friends appointed refpecting the Declaration of Trust 
for the Lott et Pottstown informs he has brought it from the recorders— 
The Meeting Directs thet it remain in Cere with the Clerk— " 

""xeter monthly meeting held at Meiden Creek the 29th dey of the ll 
month 1797 The meeting is informed the proposal for sstablishing the 
meeting at Pottstown wes forewarded to the Querterly meoting agreeable to 
the directions of lest monthly meeting and the representatives inform that 
the Qt'y meeting approved of the establishment thereof to be heid on the 
same days of the week as heretofore minuted." 


PA PUU RII RHR MY 
POTTSVILLE. 


Meeting organized about.....eeeeeeee- + L828, 
Meéting established....... ae usw ee ana ee » L828. 
Meeting House builterccrssccereveeeee se lB3le 
Orthodod members removed to Exeter....1832. 


Meeting discontinucde-ssererreereeerees 
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Pottsville, a lerge town of Schuylkill County, Pe., about ninety miles” 
from Philedelphia, wesc et one time a locality of interest to the Society of 
Friends who had e Meeting House and a small congregation there. It formed 
a constituent of Sxeter Monthly Meeting in Philadelphie Quarter of Fhiladel- 
phia Yearly Meeting of both brenches of Friends. A minute of Philadelphia 
Quarterly Meeting, Sixth Month 8, 1833) records: - 
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"To the Quarterly Meeting: The committee to whom wes verbslly referred, 
et our last meeting, the subject of Friends' meeting-house at Pottsville, 
Schuylkill County, report, thet s meeting-house was erected in 1831, upon 
a lot freely given for that purpose, containing upwards of en acre. The 
building is of stone, thirty-three by forty-five feet, with a basement 
story. The upper room is finished; and a meeting, on first day, has been re- 
gularly held in it for the last eighteen months; under the care of ™xeter 
es), Meeting," &c.- (Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting, 8th of sixth month, 
1 ° 

' The meetings at Pottsville were soon discontinued, owing to the remov- 


‘al of its members, end other causes. A minute in Muncy Monthly Meeting. of 


Orthodox Friends. of date 12th Mo. 11, 1832, records thet the Orthodox mem- 
bers of Pottsville were removed et that time to Exeter Monthly Meeting. 

The Meeting House, however, remained for many yeers, being used for school 
purposes. In the “Pottsville Evening Republican," July 28, 1926, is the 
following note concerning Friends snd their Meeting:- 

"The Society of Friends were established in the county early in 1628, 
when the records show thet John Comly of Byberry, Philadelnohia County, wes 
in the town for the purrose of conducting a meeting. In his travels over 
the county, Comly kept a diary end in it he tells of his visit to Fotts- 
ville and of what he found there, when he returned two years later. He 
seys; ‘Rode on to Pottsville and lodged at Job ldridge's; the tow has in- 
creased in buildings and population since I wes here two years ago; now it 
is @ crowded business plece.' The besement of an Episcopal meeting-house 
wes secured end they held meetings there.....In the early part of 1831, 4 
piece of ground wes purchased from Benj. Pott and donated to the Society 
for religious purposes and a meeting house was erected on the brow of Shon- 
neld Berg, or Sharp Mountain, south of Clinton Row, or Mahantongo street, 
end west of Seventh street, which later became the Bunker hill School Build- 


ing." 


Converting the Meeting House to the use of the Public School took 
plece early, for in the "History of Schuylkill County," 1881, it is stated:- 
"Mey 20th, 1836, it was resolved that the schools snsll be designated as 
follows: Second story of Friends’ meeting-house, on Sherp mountein, school 
No. 1; the lower story of the same, No. 23" &C« ‘ 

In 1841, Sereh Hunt (at that time Serah Underwood) treveling on 4 re- 
ligious journey, visited Pottsville. She recorded in her journel,- "Our 
course led us neer the foot of the Blue Mountains. Ye traveled a good 
smooth roed, mostly alongside of the mountsin, next to the river, through 
several villages, to Pottsville, where we stopped end dined et Jemes Gil= 
linghem's. He is, I think, the only Friends' family here, and we hed an 
opportunity with them.’ 

A visit to Pottsville, Pa., May 7, 1932, in serch of existing leand- 
marks of the Society of Friends of a century &g0, in that thriving communi- 
ty, gives authority for the’ following notes. Pottsville is e. lerge town oc- 
cupying both sides of the Schuylkill River, here very nerrows with its meny 
dwellings and other buildings collected on the steep hillsides both sides 
of the streem. Nemes of its streets are rarely noticed at their intersect~ 
ions. Center Street extending north end south is ® chief business thorough- 
fere, end many streets at right engles to it are very steep end narrow. Ma- 
nentongo Street, leading to neer where Friends had their lfeeting, House & 
hundred yeers &£0» is-a good example of the type, with its very narrow 
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sidewalks, berely wide enough to accommodate one pedestrien comfortably. 
Fer up this street, a block or two to the left, is the locetion of the 
Bunker Hill School, a fine new brick structure on Schuylkill Avenue. 
Views of the Schuylkill River at Pottsville are not picturesque or at- 
trective, the railroad interests end the coal industry greetly interfer- 
ing with the beeuty of nature in its native simplicity. Hish ebove the 
méin street, Center Street, on & pile of rugged rocks on the western 
side, is ea fine pretentious moriument dedicated, July 4, 1855, to the men- 
ory of Henry Cley, the celebrated statesmen who was a strong &a&dvoceie 
for Amsricen menufactures, end was greatly esteemed in Pottsville. 

Further quotetions from the "Pottsville Evening Republican," 1926, 
inform the resder concerning schools in that town:- "In 1823, e new 
brick building wes built on the site of the present Garfield building end 
in 1647, the school wes conducted in the Queker meeting house on the site 
of the present St. John's Perochial School at 10th end Howard Ave. It was 
then found thet larger quarters were necessary and a new school wes built 

et 9th and Howard Ave. where the Russel Home now stands......The Bunker 
Hill Building hes replaced the old school house thet hes stood almost 
three-querters of a4 century." 

The locel historicel notes have a tendency to lead one not eaequainted 
with Pottsville to think the Meeting House served @s 8 school-house until 
1925, when the Bunker Hill School building wes torn down to give pl&ce to 
the present structure erected by the sidewelk on Schuylkill Avenue. The o- 
pen spece back ci end considerebly elevated above the new building is the 
site of the old school-house but not of the Meeting House, for this ola 
school-houss wes built in 1850 to replace the previously used stone build- 
ing. 

There @re several graveyards in the vicinity of the Bunker Hill | 
School. There is a stone-walled buriel ground on Mehantongo Street, e few 
blocks awey, another southwerd on Pierce Street, and one just cornering to 
the school grounds on the seme street, 811 of which ere strongly indica- 
tive of the Catholic atmosphere in the neighborhood. The Friends have e 
Buriel Ground et Pottsville which is cered for by Exeter Monthly Meeting 
hela at Reéding in Berks County, Pea. 

Succeeding the visit of the compiler of these notes to Pottsville on 

Mey 7, 1932, the following communication was received from Mr. G. A. Berner 
of thet city, an interested member of the Historical Society located 

- there, in reply to inquiries made of e picture of the old Bunker Hill 
School-house demolished in 1925:- 

"T received your letter of Mey 22nd, 1932, inquiring for certain data 
regercing the old Bunker Hill School in this City. The old Friends' Meeting 
House, which you speak of, wes the large brick house later becoming the pro- 
perty of Henry C. Russell, end is now e part of the St. John Roman Catholic 
Church. During the wer of the Rebellion it wes used as a Hospital. It 
stends at the head of Ninth Street just & few hundred feet west of the 
School property. The old Bunker Hill School House wes built in 1850 and I 
could never see why they demolished it for the building of the new School 
House. Ny opinion was thet the solidity of the structure and generel archi- 
tecture could easily have been remodeled to suit modern conditions; but the 
present generation evidently didn't think so. “le had ea Neeting of our His- 
toricel Society on Friday evening, et which I read your letter and ascer- 
tained that I cen obtain a picture of the old School building......Regard- 
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ing the Friends' Burial Ground: This is situete several hundred feet west 
of the Meeting House ebove described and is in the rear of the present St. 
Johns Parochial School. It is two blocks south of Mehsntongo Street on 
Tenth Street up the mountain." 

A second visit, July 2, 1932, to Pottsville, exemining the Quaker lo- 
celity of the city, found’ the Friends' Buriel Ground on the mounteinside 
at the heed of Schuylkill Avenue. It is kept in neat order, a small wall- 
inclosed plot of ground edornéd with daisies and periwinkle end e few 
trees. There ere thirty-one memorial stones in it, of which eight are un- 
inscribed fieldstones, the family names seen being Evens, Griscom, Hewley, 
Holme and Robinson. Only one stone is marked in strictly Quaker lenguaze, 
and severel beer the insignie of the G.A.R. end are decoreted with flegs, 
but all are modest, unassuming and Queker-like in general appearence. ~ 

Adjacent to the Buriel Ground snd woods on the mountainside is the 
large brick building cnce owned by Henry C. Russell and used as & hospit- 
el during the Civil Wer. It wes not, es suggested in Mr. Berner's communi- 
cation, the Friends' Meeting House, for the letter was a stons building, 
but it may be possible and seems reasonable of belief, thet the stone wall 
forming the foundetion of the edifice may have been materiel from the or- 
iginel house that served its brief period as the place of worship for the 
small congregetion of Friends in Pottsville a century ago. The Meeting 
House stood in front of the graveyard on the site of the present.St. John's 
Perochiel School-house. 

The following informetion concerning Pottsville Meeting wes obtained 
from ststistics kept on file by the custodian of the Meeting Records be- 
longing to Crthodox Friends at 302 Arch Street, Philadelphias- 

"On January lst, 1831 Burd Petterson end his wife Matilde deeded to 
Wm. Robinson, Job Bldridge, Jemes Gillinghem, Benjamin Rich, end James 
Dixon, Trustees appointed by end in behalf of the Society of Friends resid- 
ing in Pottsville end points edjacent a plot of ground on the southeest 
side of a twenty foot alley celled Church Alley, that was about 120 feet 
by 410 feet (one side was 406 feet, enother 426+ feet end two sides were 
each 129 feet in length). It wes to be held in trust for use, benefit and 
in behelf of the Socisty of Friends, who assemble in Pottsville mseting a- 
foresaid and who are in unity and church fellowship with those belonging 
to the yearly meeting now held in Cherry Street, Phila end called Philadel~ 
phia Yearly Meeting of Friends, for the use, intent end purpose of a bury- 
ing place and erection of a meeting house and other buildings for. the use 
end accomnodetion of said Society of Friends end for such other use and 
purpose es said society of people assonbling together at Pottsville afore- 
said and continuing in unity and church fellowship together shall frov 
time to time direct order end esppoint and for no other use intention or 
purpose whetsoever. 

: "On June 14th 1858 Jemes Gillinghem was the only one of the Trustees 
named above who was living. At thet time other Trustees were appointed to 
serve with him, and the property wes under the rule of xeter Meetings 
Reeding Society of Friends. Uxater Monthly Meeting reported to Philadel~— 
phia Quarterly Meeting in June Laca3. “toxphe Quarterly Meeting: The commit- 
tae to whom was verbally referred, at our last meeting the subject of the 
Friends Meeting House at Pottsvills, Schuylkill County, report that a meet- 
a wes erected in 1831, upon a lot freely given for that purpose, 


ing hous 
: is of stone, 33 by 46 feet, wit 


containing upwerds of an acre. The building 
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a basement story. The upper toom is finished; and a meeting on the first 
day, has been regularly held for the last eighteen montis, under the 
care of Exeter Monthly Meeting. 

"Then the public school system was started schools nos. 1 and 2 oc- 
cupied the basement rooms. Thet wes in 1836. A building was in course of 
erection for the use of the Pottsville Academy in August 1847, and the 
Friends’ lfeeting House was used by the Academy at that time and probably 
during the previous yesr. 

"On the 18th of April 1892 ea part of the plot was transferred to Fa- 
ther Longinus of the Church of St. John the Baptist. The remaining por- 
tion was deeded on July 9th, 1895 to Williem P. Reed, Trustee. That plot 
is about 246 feet by 120 feet. The cemetery occupies about 87 by 80 feet 
of the ground end is surrounded by oe substential wall, gates on each end 
of it. In the Cemetery there are stones marking about twenty-five graves 
of the Hulme, Griscom, Robinson, Bettle, Evans end Hawley femilies. The 
whole plot is well kept. ‘ 

“Legend has it thet the meeting House, unused wes destroyed by a 
storm about the year 1858. Mr. Gillingham was long one of the losding cit- 
izens of Pottsville end is said to have been in charge of the underground 
‘reilrosd for slaves who had escaped and who were forwarded tc him fron 
Reading. His home wes on the northeast corner of Seventh and Mahantongo 
Streets." 

Here are a few minutes from the Exeter Monthly Neeting records per- 
taining to the Pottsville Meeting:- 

"Exeter Monthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek the 27th day of 7th 
month 1531. Request having been made to this meeting by a friend of Potts- 
ville to grant friends of thet place the privilege of holding an indulged 
meeting under the cere of this monthly meeting and there being but few 
friends there that belong to this meeting, it is agreed to ask the Quarter- 
ly meeting for its advice on the subject the Clerk is directed to transmit 
a copy of the pregoing minute to the quarterly meeting " 

"xeter monthly meeting held st Maiden Creek the 3lst day of 8th 
month 1831. A Copy of a minute from the Quarterly meeting was received 
conteining the names of James Cockburn, John H. Bunting, Stephen Stephens, 
Samuel Noble and Abreham Lower @ committee appointed to attend this at the 
time the subject of grenting friends of Pottsville the privilege of hold- 
ing en indulged meeting was considered, some of whom are now present and 
unite with their request being granted, which this meeting also unites 
with, end appoints Job Eldridge, Williem Robinson, James Starr, Thomas 
“right, William Willits end Jecob Lightfoot, to have the care of that meet- 
- ing until the monthly meeting in the eighth month to begin at the 10th hour 
on the first dsy of each week." 

"%xeter Monthly meeting held at Reading 4th Mo 29th 1688- Information 
having beon received by this meeting that about fourty feet of the wall en- 
closing the graveysrd belonging to the Society of Friends at Pottsville, 
Pennsylvania, has fallen down so thet cattke have access to the seme, Athis 
deemed proper to forward this information to the Querterly Meeting under 
‘whose direction end expenditure this property has been hither to carred 
for. And as it is nearly thirty years since Trustees were appointed, sev- 
eral of whom were deceased, it is submitted to the Quarterly Meeting wheth- 
er it would not be propper under ell the circumstances thet the names of 
the Trustees to be appointed for the renewal of the trusts, should be de- 
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signated by the Quarterly Meeting, end the trusts so conveyed by the sur- 
viving trustees on the legal authority of this Monthly Meeting, thet it 
shall be renewable hereafter by the Quarterly Meeting." 

NOT". Here is another minute from the Monthly Meeting which should 
heve preceded the lest given minute, according to its date. It elso 
concerns: the Pottsville Meeting property. "At the Monthly Meeting of 
Friends of Philedelphie held 5th month 22nd 1861 The Representatives to 
the late Quarterly Meeting reported that they ell attended; they also in- 
form that the Quarterly Meeting hes requested of the Monthly Meeting the 
peyment of its proportion of the Expenditures in repairing the property 

_ at Pottsville, which our Treasurer is directed to pay to the Treasurer 
of the Quarterly Meeting." 
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Represents the Hicksite Branch of Yearly Meeting. - 
Preparative Meeting establishéd.........+++e1827. 


Monthly Meeting established... -.scesssceses 1827. 
Quarterly Meeting established............- » 1828. 
Cherry Street Meeting House built......+.++.1828. 
Friends’ Central School organized..........- 1845. 
Race Street Meeting House built............. TE5o. 


Friends' Centrel School moved to Overbrook. .1925. 
BOCHLION «ss ss scvcv seve kat lLeanth and Race. streeta. 
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Rece Street Meeting represents the Hicksite Branch of the Philadelpnia 
Yearly Meeting in the history of the Society of Friends, and its early 
story, previous to the Seperation of 1827, is a recepitulation of the 
early history of Arch Street Meeting. Both its Kionthly and its Quarterly 
Meetings are of ancient origin, the former dating from the "Monthly Meet- 
ing held at Upland in the house of Robert Wade, the 15th of the 9th month, 
1681;" the second from 1682 when it wes agreed "that the first third day 
in the week in every month, shall hereafter be the Monthly Meeting day for 
the men's and women's meeting-—- for the affairs of Truth, in the city and 
country, end every third meeting shall be the Quarterly Meeting for the 
same." Yet, in 1827, after the Separetion, a re~esteblishment of the 
meeting for worship, the Preparative, Monthly and Quarterly Meetings was 
erentsd to the Philadelphia Meeting of Hicksite Friends by Abington Quer- 
terly Meeting as is shom by the following record in the first volume of 
Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, now preserved in the Friends’ Historical 
Library at Swarthmore, Pa.t- 

"At a Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia, first held in Car- 
penters Court, on the 22nd day of the 6th month 1627, esteblished by Ab- 
ington Querterly Meeting, agreeably to the following extracts from its 


Minutes— 


Sek 


~we oi) yd beyerynos oa staurd edd bre ,ynidee’ ylisiisnd edd Ws 
ft toctt »gattestt ¥ittneu sidd Yo viiyoisus Lage! ott no asetewit sa 
“syntlos’ ylietian) eft yd setideied oldarenct. od | 

Sluode olde gattee yIninolt eff wor? etonte tedtoss ef eseh . STOW 
cele JI .eteh eff oF palbrocon. .etunta Neviz teal ort. bebass1q 
so patfeett yitenou eff +4° ‘¥oueqgorg Agifteel olifvestod esdvemies 

os sevitetnscerqen sciT [380 bat? dénom dee bled sirtqlebsilis® te « 
“at oale yorlt ;hobmeits Ifa yet} fads bestoqet saiteeN vlresieud etek it, 
ons Grivest yiitnow eft to botssups1,esd nites yiresisud end tecidy 
ysteqotg ont gaitisqes sit seisibasax® ent Yo moigroqotq aft.jo tnemeeg 
Te"sasess att of yaq oF bestootth et aetase<T tuo doine ceilivesio® ta: 


“.gattoe! ylastieu0 edt ‘ r. 


a4 tris te ‘yer 
ra a - 
AP UAL EN A Lara SS ES 
| sas 

_eTSERTe. TOAST we 

" F | ‘ae 
grisee™ yluasY to dons edtedtoth odf efnesoiged " 

Ssi P venelidsige gutdoel eviseisqerd 7 

M LiaVe nents ++ -batelideten yattenM yistgolt » 

BR Tyree rr + -bedeifvetes anites yfiotveyp wy 
eSSGLe. see... ot ES eayol Hhiteel Jeews xoiadn roy ay 
;).) re ++ hes trisyro Sootne Istdned. te hres tat | a 
pOS2OT. ooo yin svat titud savsil giltest! teers. e355 
-Co2i..fogrdievO oF bavom [ootok loxtaed ‘gbneizd 
-erparic esshl bae Aigpeeslt......cdsacee ~noitases = 


tre OVERS Lee BONG ERS 


ihqieheltrty’ eft lo aonbte ed ted fT ed} etneserget pnitasi feet? eosh « 
tise afk bas yabneiny to eietooe ett Jo Yrosaid etfs at ailiee:t y lam 

ott to neltsiogigqaos?: 9 ef TERI Yo noi ferage8 adi.ct evoiveig e¥7e 
vitorreul eft bus einteott atP Wdot -Eniteel fee1se dowd to yrotetd yiaee 
“food yitine eit mort gnttss r]em16t end rfigiio tneiows lo exe eqatiestion 
vnom Ase eff to APSF od . ehatt fiedo0h to eenod of Fiupt oueiqt te bied 


Yah SEAT texkt att JOA beoigs ean +E nonw SHOE mor? dncoes ent “:sBag) . 
102 YSb gatieol! Yiddmet ake ed totiacied Ilaria inom, yleve ak doow eid inky) 


Ta: YSfo off ni ddeTT lo atistis oft 10% —gatteem s'nscow bas 9 tasm edd a 
eis 102 ustteel ylistisup ety of Ifade onideom Suldt yieve ans ¢yitnues- 
si7 Io tnomlatidatae-o+ 2 etetisiageé edt wadle WSL nde deYn a 
eee ejnites ylaetiauh Gee yirltnot! .evitarsge1% wat .qiderow 107 ond ae 
Lie netaaldé us ebaelty ofledaty to yatseol aiiiglabelint edt of J : 
to #owlov Lettt anf at Oidset griwoll(sot ad? yd wore el ea gritestt-yine val 
‘enftotsin “ataelyd etd ni beyieeoig wor Bit toe’l yiitnol sldgLobasé iT. 
| | __, Ti8d senomisvewe $9, rem bl: 
“280 mi Died teat? -atdateseTiad 46 ebaalat to gndde t eirttaoM 9. $A") on 
“dh “S bociotidstes TSS Ai 138 att to abd t SS. oii 209 y fauod esedmeg | 
sft worl ctoattxa gibvGIie} elt of ¢idgeerue qpaltesll vine raw) nostgn: re 


‘ 
| 
ae 
’ 
7 
4 


514 


“Abington Quarterly Meeting held the 9th of &th month 1827.- The fol- 
lowing minute, wes received in ths Report from Byberry, viz,- 'Friends of 
Philedelphie, belonging to the Monthly meeting of Byberry, end who ettend- 
ed the indulged meeting in the city, have hed @ conference, upon the sub- 
ject of forwarding 6 request to the Monthly meeting, for the esteblish- 
ment of a meeting for Yorship,.elso e Preperative meeting; end e Monthly 
meeting. for discipline, to be celled 'The Monthly Meeting of Friends of 
Philadelphia, end to be held on‘the fourth dey of the week, preceding, 
the last sixth dey of the month but one And after deliberating upon the 
importent measure, end believing it would tend to the promotion of the 
cause of Truth end Pesce, end contribute to the benefit, end preservation 
of their members, they were untied in the belief thet it would be right 
to have the subject leid before the monthly meeting for its consideretion 
end judgment.' “hich subject cleiming the deliberete attention of this 
meeting, @ genereél unity therewith wes expressec— It wes therefore di- 
rectec to be forwarded to the Querterly Meeting for its consideretion— 

"On solidly deliberating on the importent subject, it Bppearad to be 
the generel sense of this meeting, That said Meeting for YJorship, also 
said Preperative meeting, end Monthly meeting be esteblished, egreeably 
to the request as steted in seid Report, end the following friends were 
eppointed to ettend the opening of ssid Monthly Meeting, viz Levi Tyson, 

_Yohn Comly, “llis Cleaver, Salethiel Cleaver, James ‘Yalton, Jonathan Luk- 
ens, end George Truman, end to report to our next meeting, the day for 
holding their week dey meeting, end the hour eppointed for assembling." 

Uxtrested from the Minutes of said meeting 
By Isaac Parry Clerk for the day." 

"At en Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philedelphia held in 
Carpenters Court the 23rd day of the lst mo 1828 The following Report from 
the Joint committees of the Monthly Meeting of Friends held on Green street, 
Rednor, end this Meeting wes read, end adopted snd directed to be forwerd- 
ed to our ensuing Querterly Meeting— viz 

"The Committee appointed by Rednor, Green street, and Philedelphia 
Monthly meetings to take into consideration the propriety of establishing 
e@ Quarterly Meeting to be composed of those three Monthly meetings having 
twice met sand deliberetely considered the subject are united in recommend-— 
ing that a proposition be laid before the ensuing Querterly meeting of Ab- 
ington (that if there approved, it may be forwerded to the Yearly Meeting 
for its approbation) that e Quarterly Meeting embrecing those monthly 
meetings be esteblished, to be helc in Philadelphia on the Third-day fol- 
lowing the first second-dsy in the Second, Fifth, Bighth and Eleventh 
‘Months-—- Meetings of Ministers and =lders the dey preceding— to be de- 
nominated Philedelphie Quarterly Meeting of Friends, end to be opened in 
the 8th month next at ten O Clock in the morning, at the Cherry street 
house— Signed on behalf of the Committee by 

Joseph George 

Semuel Noble 

John Tovmsend 

Naomi Rhoéds 

Hligabeth “iooley 
Philadelphia lst mo 22nd 1828 - Susenna Haydock " 

The actuel story of Rece Street Meeting begins with the meeting held 

. temporarily in Carpenter's Hell, called Cerpenters Court in the minutes, 
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during 1827. With the erection of the quickly built Cherry Street Meet- 
ing House, the Meeting wes trensferred-to that new bufilding which it oc- 
cupied until the locetion and the lack of room became objectioneble, 
when the new Meeting House et Fifteenth and Rece Streets wes erected to 
teke its plece. The following minute deals with the building of the now 
House in 1856:- 

"At @ Monthly Meeting of fomen Friends of Philadelphie held at Cher- 
ry Street 7th mo 18th 1855 Men's Yearly Meeting heving hed the subject 
of the better accommodation of our branch of the Yeerly Meeting, laid be- 
fore it by Women friends, appointed a committee, who, prepared & report, 
which wes sent to the Monthly Meeting of Men friends held at Cherry 
Street, Thet meeting set apart a few friends to consider the subject, and 
the following Report produced by them, is now submitted for ovr consider- 
etion, with information thet men's meeting hes come to a judgment subject 
to our decision— After solid deliberation this meeting unites in adopt- 
ing the Report of the Committee. 

"The committee evpointed to teke into consideration the proposition 
of the Yeerly Meeting's committee, reletive to accommodations for the 
Yearly Meeting have times met, and propose (that if the Yearly Meeting's 
committee informs us of their ability to carry out their part of the pro- 
position) the purchese by our meeting of the eastermmost pert of the lot 
referred to, being 80 feet front on Cherry Street by 176 feet in depth 
with a passage way into Rece Street of 10 feet wide, for the sum of 
$.12,000 also a dwelling on 15th Street, lot 22 by 51 feet for $300. Pro- 
vided that the Monthly both men end women friends, efter serious deliber- 
etion, ere setisfied with the proposed location for our meeting; end al- 
so provided thet a sufficient amount with our present property to pay for 
the lect end suitable buildings, in eddition to our proposition of the a- 
mount to be reised by the Yoerly Meeting is first secured by voluntary 
subscription. Leaving the proposition as to the ménner of holding the 
title of the Yeerly Meeting's portion for further consideration 


George Truman Semuel Perry 
John D Griscom John Saunders 
Philade 6th mo. 25th 1855 J Humphrey McIlvain " 


"At a Monthly Meeting of “omen Friends of Philade. held et Cherry 
Street lst Mo. 2lst 1857. We heve received information from Men's Meet- 
ing, that it is expected we shall remove to the new meeting house west 
of Broed Street on the first of second month next. Henneh Miller, Hen- 
neh R. Chendlee, Cetharine H Truman, Mery Chendlee, Rebecca Rowlend, 
end Rachel Bolden ere appointed to attend to the cleaning of tas house, 
and eny other preparation thet may be required for our accomnodation." 

"At 2 Monthly Meeting of VYomen Friends of Philadelphia held. 4th mo. 
15th 1857, Our Meetings on end since the Ist day of 2d month, have been 
held at the new house on Race Street wast of 15th Street." ‘ 

The Friends! Meeting House located at Fifteenth end Rece Streets, 
Philedelphia, ordinarily denominated Race Street Meeting, bears in its 
front gable, fecing Rece Street, in large figures the date 1856. This 
Meeting Youse is the seat or location of Philadelphia Yeerly Meeting of. 
Hicksite Friends, which annuelly convenes there on the Second-day fol- 
lowing the second First-day in the Fifth Month (May). 

NOTE:- In the yeer 1933 the time of Race Street Yearly Meeting was 
eltered to the latter part of Third Month (March), in order to partiel- 
ly overlep with the Yoarly Meeting of Arch Street Friends. It has since 
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‘minute was opportunely received from women's meeting:- ‘The Yeerly Meet- 
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then been held at thet tima, opening on Fifth-day for the Meeting for 
Ministry and Council, and closing on the following Fifth-day, the day 
preceding the final session of Arch Street Yearly Meeting. 

Rece Street Meeting House is a large roomy brick structure with two 
spacious assenbly-rooms, one in the Cherry Street end, where the Men's 
Meeting wes held in the days before the sessions of the Yearly Meeting 
were held conjointly; and the other, much larger, fecing Rece Street, 
in which women Friends formerly convened. These two assembly-rooms are 
separated by tha central part of the building which is divided into a 
series of comnittee rooms on three floors. These rooms for @ period of 
many years served as school end class-rooms for the elementery grades 
of the well-known Friends' Central School, an institution which oceupi- 
ed the premisas from 1857 to 1925. The custom of transacting the busi- 
ness of the Yearly Meeting by men end women separetely wes discontinued 
in 1926 when joint meetings of both sexes begen to be held in the Rece 
Street end of the Meeting House. The Cherry Street end was then fitted 
into business rooms for the Central Bureau and the Friends' Intelligen- 
cer Associations. In 1238 the Cherry Street Meeting-room was further 
changed by the removal of the old benches, supplying the place with pro- 
per furniture to make it applicable for social intercourse for Yeerly 
Meeting members and guests, who, in March, find the weather too chilly 
for groups to gather in the Meeting House Yard as they used to do when 
the annuel meeting was held in the warmer month of May. 

Previous to the erection of the Race Street Meeting House, the Hick- 
site Brench of Frisnds held their meetings on Cherry Street below Fifth. 
Quoting from Michener's "Retrospect of Tarly Quakerism" we learn thet:- 

"In the year 1829 and subsequently, the Yearly Meeting of men 
Friends wes held at Green Street Meeting-house; and thet of women 
Friends at Cherry Street below Fifth. This separation of the meetings 
wag found inconvenient. Moreover, the house did not afford women comfort- 
able accommodations, end wes no longer conveniently located for the mem- 
bers of the Monthly Meeting, many of whom had been driven from the com- 
mercial front of the city by the. expension of business. The Yearly Meet- 
ing of 1855 hed been looking to some means of relief, when the following 


4 


ing of women Friends, now sitting, believe it right to call the attention 
of men Friends to the very poor accomnodetions the Cherry Street house 
affords. Although the additional ventilation has rendered it 4 little 
more comfortable, still its crowded state, the difficulty of hearing, end 
our position, sincs the erection of the adjoining building, being by man- 
y considered unsafe, we feel it right to present the subject before you. 
Signed by Mary S. Lippincott, Clerk. Fifth mo. 17th, 1855.°" 

This stete of effairs ultimetely resulted in the erection of the new 
Meeting House at Fifteenth and Rece Streets. Cherry Street Meet ing House 
was sold, and, though never torn dowm, was so chenged by being built over 
and about vith pAditions end improvements to fit it for business purpos- 
os, it is unrecognizable in 1938. 

The Hicksite Rrnch of Philedelphia Yesrly Meeting comprises nine 
Quarterly end two Helf-Yeerly Meetings: 

PecaAbi ng tor- Quarter: sare) o0s svar Reeth % Wonthly Meetings. 
Po nueke Oar rbOre. 1: teagedy anise) © beaker gente 8 Monthly Meetings. 
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In close connection with Race Street Friends' Meeting is the Friends' 

Central School end the Wlamentary Grades belonging to it. This school 
wes formally opened, September 1, 1845, in & building erected-for its ac- 
comnodetion at Fourth and Cherry Streets, alongside the Cherry Street Meet- 
ing House. Benjemin Hellowell end Mary H. Middleton were the first princi- 
pels of the separate Boys end Girls Departments. There had previously been 
@ Friends' School on those grounds established in 1835, but it did not 
prove successful. 

When the new Meeting House wes erected in 1856, a new school building, 
the beginning of the one thet stands at the corner of Fifteenth and Race 
Streets in 1938, wes built so the school could continue in close connect- 
ion with the Race Street Meeting. The Boys' Depertment was et that time 
under charge of Agrori B. Ivins, who had been appointed to the Principal- 
ship in 1855, while the Girls’ Depertment was in charge of Lydie Gilling- 
hem, who had held the position since 1853. To the great success of these 
two persons the fame of Friends' Central School wes due. From tine to time 
alterations in the building were made, but it was ultimetely seen that, wit 
the constent spreed of the business interests of the city, Friends' Central 
School wes in a position to approve of its removal to a new locality. So 
in 1925 it was opened in new quarters, in the autumn of that year, at Six- 
ty-eighth and City Line at Overbrook, Pa. The Tlementery Departments for 
boys end girls, which had long been located et the Race Street Meeting 
House, soon followed to the same place at Overbrook. In the Gymnesium, on 
the campus eat Overbrook, Friends' meetings are held during the school ses- 
sion for the benefit of the students. 

The following minute from the Philedelphie Monthly Meeting books 
gives the date of the establishment of the Girls'Depertment of the tloemen- 
tary School et Fifteenth and Race Streets. This department wes et first 
celled the Girls' Grammar School end leter the Girls' Intermediate School:- 

"At se Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philedelphie held 7th month HG as: 
1861. The new School for Girls Preparatory to the Central School was open- 
ed with the 9 month 1860. The ™xpenses of fitting it were for, desks chairs 
Book Gase, clock %c¢ $171.49 for Cerpet & making $106.00 for Books, Statior 
ery, Black boards &c $141.24 — Total. $418.73." 

By regulation estsblished by the Monthly Meeting School Committee in 
1871, the members of Rece Street Monthly lieeting were permitted to ettend 
the schools st Fifteenth and Race Streets free of cherge. Here is the min~ 
ute of the Monthly Meeting giving rise to the custom or privilege:- 

"At the Monthly meeting of Friends of Philedelphie held € mo. 16th 
1871. The following report was reed & united with & the trustees of the 
'Nducation Fund' directed to pay to the Treesurer of the School comnit - 
tee the income derived from seid Fund— women friends uniting therein 

on "To the Monthly Meeting 
The committee on.menthly meeting ‘schools report thet upon 8 careful ex- 
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eminetion of the financiel results of our schools, thgy believe it will 
bs sefe for the Monthly meeting et the commencement of tiie term in next 
Ninth Nonth to meke free to the children who &@re members of this month- 
ly meeting the Boys % Girls Centrel Schools— They would also recom- 
mend thet the seme discretion be ellowed the committee where one par- 
ent is e‘membsr &s now applies to those attending the monthly meeting 
schools 
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Rednor Meeting wes early celled Haverford in i 
ly Meeting. The following notes concerning it’s hi 
Dr. @zrea Michener's "Retrospect of Terly Quekeri 

"1664.- Men's meeting held at Thomas Ducket' 
the 10th of second month, 1684. 

“Men's meeting held et William Shener's house, in Rednor, the second 
fifth day of the third month, 1684. 

"Men's meeting held et Hugh Roberts's house, in Merion, the second 
fifth dey in the fourth month, 1684. 

en's meeting held et John Beven's house, in Heverford, the second 
fifth dey of the fifth month, 1684." “ 

“Such ere the first four opening minutes on the Rednor Monthly Meet- 
ing records now extant. It appears that Thomas Ducket's house, in Scuyl- 
kill, wes loceted at the old burying-ground, et the west end of the Mark- 
et Street Permenent Bridge. 

"Prom this time forwsrd, the Monthly Meeting appears to heve been most 
frequently held et Haverford, until, 

"1698.- At our Monthly Meeting, held at Haverford, the 22d of the 
second month, 1698, It is concluded, that the Monthly Meeting for busi- 
ness, be kept in course hero, et Merion, end Radnor," &c. -(Radnor Month- 


ly Keeting.) 
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"Besides their monthly meetings for business, they,élso hed general 
monthly meetings, monthly meetings for worship, first dey monthly meet- 
ings, &c., all of which probably meent the seme thing. Thus y= 

"1698.- Devid Lawrence end Williem Jenkins are ordered to meet Friends 
et Darby, to remove their Monthly Meeting to another dey, being it is kept 
the seme dey with our General Monthly Meeting.’ Yet only four months pre- 
pee the record says: "The first day Monthly Meeting at this pl&ce, 
Friends heve thought fit to move. it to the first fourth dey of ths week, 
in every month.'" -(Rednor Monthly Meeting.) 

"1700.- 'At our Quarterly Meeting, held at Philedelphie, the 2d of 
the 7th month, 1700, the Friends from Haverford Meeting report: thet the 
Quarterly Meeting of Chester County heve sent some of their members to 
their Monthly Meeting, signifying the mind of their meeting, that the seid 
Monthly Meeting in the county of Chester ought to be joined to them; which 
this meeting, having weighed end considered the seme, cams to this a&gree- 
ment, thet Haverford Monthly Meeting heth belonged to this meeting from 
the first settlement, and for several other reasons, this meeting unéni- 
mously desires thet the Monthly Meeting of Haverford mey not be seperated 
from this our Querterly Meeting.’ -A copy, per Semuel Carpenter." -(Rad- 
nor Monthly Meeting.) 

"A youth's meeting is. mentioned et Radnor meeting-house, to be held 
in the third, sixth, ninth, end twelfth months, so early as 1698." 

Rednor, formerly Heverfore, is a Monthly Meeting of Friends belonging 
to Philedelyhie Quarter of Philedelphis Yearly Meeting. It is one of the 

oldest meetings of Pennsylvania in the vicinity of Philedelphie, end wes 
established in 1684; end even its Mesting House is of very old standing. 
In the ‘History of Delawere County, Pa.," by Henry Grehen Ashmesd, is 
the following interesting account of the Meeting and its House:- 

WAs eerily as 1686 & sufficient number of Frierids had made settle- 
ments in Rednor to estatlish mm independent meeting for worship in the 
township. David Meredith's néme Wes the first to appear in the Heverford 
records as belonging to Radnor Meeting, though, doubtless, -there were & 
few others who became identified with it equelly es eerly- The early 
meetings in Rednor were generally held in the dwelling-houses of John Jer~ 
mon (who wes a Queker preecher of considerable ebility, and who visited 
Englend end Yeles in 1712) and John Evens. The first marriege in Rednor 
was solemnized in the house of the letter, on the 2d of the Third month 
(May), 1686, between Richard Ormes, of Philadelphia, end Mary’ Tyder, of 
Rednor. In 1693 the Rednor Friends built their first meeting-house. A 

new Friends' meeting-house, however, wes commenced in 1718. The minutes 
of the Monthly Meeting that relate to the erection of this ecifice are 
given, to show the ceutious menner in which such enterprises were enter- 
ed upon in the early deys- The first proceedings regerding this metter 
took place at 4 mesting held sn Haverford, Sighth month 10, 1717, and 
were made @ subject of record as follows: 

"A letter from our Friend Benjemin Helm to this moeting, recommend 
ing to their consideration the stirring up of frds in yo building of their 
meeting-house att Rednor, and with desires yt we should be concerned for 
ys prosperity of Truth, wes read in this meeting, and approved of. Like- 
wise this meeting, pursuant to Rednor frds, desirs acquiess with ya in 
building a new meeting-house, .and this meeting eppoints David Morris, De- 
vid Lewis, Zdd Rees, Robert Jones, Richard Heyes; and Samuel Lewis to as- 
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sist yn In contrivence (rnd) ye building Thereof, and they meet together 
abt it on ye 2lst of this instant. (end report) to ye next meeting.' 

"The members of the committee all belonged to the meetings of Haver- 
ford and Merion, and one of its minutes embraces the report of the comnit- 
tee, wherein they. sey, . 

"Some' friends of those appointed to assist Radnor friends In ye Con- 
trivance of a new meeting-houss, then having acct yt they have according- 
ly mett, and given ym Their thoughts as to ye bigness end form thereof. 
To weh Rednor frds Then there present seemed generally.to agree wth.' 

"The west snd of the present meaeting-house was the building then e- 
rected, but it wes not finished until two or thres years later, for, in 
1721, committees were annointed in Haverford and Merion for raising funds 
for the completion of Rednor meeting-house. é 

"During the winter passed by the American army et Valley Forge; an 
outpost of the patriot army was maintained in Rednor, on property which 
is owned by Tryon Lewis. About seven acres of heavy timber, near the 
middle of a large tract of woodland, was cleared by. the troops while sta- 
tioned here. This wes afterwerds cultivated, end was well known in the 
neizhborhood for many yesrs thereefter as 'the cempfield'. Radnor 
Friends' meeting-house,. which is a little more then half a mile distent 
from this camp-ground, was occupied in connection with it, probably as 
officers' quarters and for hospital purposes. The records of the society 
show that they were deprived of the use of their meeting-house sarly in 
the year 1778, ‘in consideration of its being occupied by soldiers,’ end 
thet it requirsd considerable repairs before it was put in a condition 
for holding e Monthly Meeting, which was not till near the middle of 
1780. Says Dr. Smith, 'It is probable that during the winter end spring 
most of the scouting parties that served to restrain, in ® maasure, the 
foraging of the enemy within our limits, and at the seme time to prevent 
disloyal farmers from cerrying their oroduce to the city, were detached 
-from the outpost st Rednor. 

"The meeting-house is still in a fair state of repair, end with en 
addition (built in leter yeers at the exst end for school purposes), is 
now used for holding occasionel meetings of the society. The first body 
interred in the graveyard attached to this meeting-house was thet of 
Gwenllien, the wife of Howell Jemes, who wes buried Wleventh month 31, 
1686." 

Radnor Friends! Meeting House is situeted in the villsge of Ithen, 
on & hillside sloping from the Rednor Roed eastward. The graveyard oc- 
cupies the western end more elevated portion of the grounds and does 
not contein very mény memorial stones; but those that are to be seen 
indicate thet members of the femilies of Hell, Gerrigues, Richards, Lee- 
dom, Pugh, Steele, Powell, Jemes, Metleck and others rest thers. 

The Meeting House is quite neet and pretty. The eestern and newer 
end is not so high as the western, end the gable end of the older part 
is visible above the roof of the newer section; it has been covered 
with boards which leeve, however, the date-stone exposed, revealing the 
age of the origineél building. 

This date-stone is, in shepe, somewhat like en ordinary plain 
headstone of a country greveyard, arched at the top, narrow and flat et 
the base, but, of course, of smaller dimensions. It is inscribed:- 
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At one corner of the eastern end of the Radnor Meeting House is en 
old-tims horse-block which is built into the mesonry of the structure. It 
is in en excsllent state of preservation, with smooth surfece to its steps, 
firm and lasting. : 

The regular meetings for worship were long discontinued, but, during 
very recent yeers & revival of interest has been aroused, end, in 1938, & 
meeting is scheduled for every First-dey et 11.30 A.M. It is a joint meet- 
ing of both branches of the Society of -Friends. Also & Union Monthly Meet- 
ing is held on the first Second-dey of each month, at 7.45 P.M., except- 
ing in the Seventh, Tighth end Ninth Months. The following information 
received, Mey 19, 1938, from Dorothy G. Harris of Swerthmore, gives the 
date of the revivel of interest in the Rednor Friends' Meeting, &s shown 
by the orgenization of the Union Meeting mede up of both brenches of the 
Society:- "Rednor united: monthly meeting wes organized 2nd mo. 13th 
1937, Sincerely, D. G. Harris." 
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READING. 
Officielly celled......"xeter Monthly Meeting. 
Tulnehocken Indulged Meotinges sess eee eel 740. 
Meeting organized eboutersessssesseeeseesl Tle 
First Meeting House built.....seeeeeeee eel 51 
Second Meeting House builtecercsceseveees el 765. 
Nene of Uxeter adopted abdut..cceeseee++ L627. 
Third Meeting House built....+..++.+++++sl868. 
Location. sccinssssssewacessnsess spending, Pas 
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Reoding Friends' Meeting wes established et an early dete, at least 
es early as 1751 when its first Meeting House wes built, and was an In- 
dulged Meeting that held its indulgence for more then a century, being 
recorded as such after 1860 when Dr. Ezra Michener published his "Retro- 
spect of Nerly Quekerism". It was under the care of "xeter liontaly Meet- 
ing in the Philadelphis Querter of Philadelphia Yeerly Meeting. At the 
time of the Separation of 1827 the Nxeter Neeting with its Monthly Meet- 
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ing became a pert of the Orthodox branch of the Society. In the Hicks- 
ite branch the Exeter Monthly Meeting wes continued with the mestings 
of Mciden Creek and Reading, and in 1938 the letter of these is offi- 
cielly the “xeter Monthly Meeting for Hicksite Friends. 

The history of the early orgenization of Reeding Meeting is rath- 
er dim and obscure. The minutes of Exeter Monthly Meeting mention iso- 
lated.msetings in various homes of members with littla reference to 
ectuel locelities. One of these meetings of some apparent strength 
was kept at the home of John Hleman near the forks. of Tulpshocken. 
This being not very meny miles distant from the present site of the 
City of Reeding, may or mey not heve been the forerunner of the Read- 
ing NWeeting. At eny rate it has but little sention in the Monthly Neet- 
ing minutes after the neme of Reading first appears. Some suggestions 
ere offered that Tulpshocken may have been the Berne Friends' Meeting, 

-enother early meeting whose veritsble history has been lost. The compil- 

er of these "Historic&él Sketches" feiled to discover any mention of the 
Berne Meeting in the minutes of Uxeter Monthly Mecting. 

The following extracts from the Minute Book of Sxeter Monthly Meet- 

_ing, now preserved in the Friends’ Historical Library et Swarthmore, Pa., 
give some of Reading's history during its earliest period:- 

"mxeter Monthly Meeting held the 26th Dey of the 8th Month 1749 
Friends living in and near the forks of Tulpehocken requested for the 
Winter time, to heve a Meeting amongst themselves, by reeéson of the 
Length of the way, and Difficulty of the Waters; and it is egreed that 
& Meeting be kept et John Nlemen's the first and third First Deys every 
benthne! 

wexeter Monthly Meeting helcé et Meiden Creek the 29th. Dey of the 
9th.Month 1750 Tulpehocken Friends have made application to have Meet- 
ing every first Dey till the first Month at the Houfe of John Eleman 
as Ufual; this Meeting grents their Request." 

"™xeter Monthly Meeting held there the 27th. Day of the 10th. 
Month 1757 Jecob Thomas on behalf of himself and the Friends who live 
near hin, Requests this Meeting would give Leave for them to hold a 
Meeting es Ufual until the half Year's Meeting in the Spring; which 
Request this Meeting Comply's with, Provided Jecob, or fome other of 
them, do ettend Mxeter Frenaretive Meeting et thet next preceeding 
the Quarterly Mecting, to give an Account of the State of said Meet- 
ing " NOTE. This minute, beyond doubt, refers to the Pottstown bieot- 
ing where Jacob Thomas wes & member. 

"At @xeter Monthly Meeting held et Meidcen Creek the arthe Dey of 
the 7th. 1758 Senjemin Lightfoot ecqueints this Meeting thet the Meet- 
ing at Reading heth been kept up (except one Dey in Harvest time) by 
most of the Members, but fome Farticulers are Deficient, that the 
Hour is not well Obferved by some, end, that fome are jubject to 
Sleeping in Meetings. 

“axeter Monthly Meeting held there the 31st. Dey of the 8th. 
ionth 175&.. Richard Fenrofe, one of the Friends of the Comnittee ap- 
pointed to wait on Richerd Peters refpecting the Affeir of the Bury- 
ing Plece on his Lend between Tulpehockon *: Schuylkill reports ey 
They went to his Ilouse, but mifsed of mesting with him ats HoBeon ne 
therefore defired Benjemin Lightfoot to go to him egeain. Benjemin acm 
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quéaints the Meeting, that he went eccordingly, that Richard Informed 
him, thet he did not expect it would cut his Lend fo much, yet was 
willing to Confirm it to Friends, and gent Directions to Jonas Seely, 
eccorcingly, but this Meeting being Informed; that it will run about 
thirty three Perches end a half into his Land (to Include the Greves,) 
end Considering the feme, think it is unreasonable to Injure hin in 
that menner; end so therefore Renounce and Disclaim eny Right which 
they have hed or now heve tc’ the feid Burying Ground by the Deed KMen- 
tionec in the lest end Freceding Meeting " 

In a minute recorded in llth Month, 1758, the constituent meetings 
belonging to @xeter Monthly Meeting sre nemed as Meiden Creek end Exeter 
Preparetive end Robeson Meetings. Also an interesting announcement is 
made steting "The Youth's Meetings are to be held st Sxeter the fifth 
Day of the ‘fask preceeding the Preparetive Meeting held at thet Place 
in the fourth Wonth end at Meiden Creek " etc. 

mxeter Wonthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek the 29th Dey of the 
3rd Month 1759. Meiden Creek Representatives report thet Reeding Friends 
desire the Advice of this Meeting ebout the Buying @ Lott for & Meeting 
House. Joseph Penrofe, Tnomés Lee and Mordecai Ellis are appointed to 
meet, said Friends et their Meeting, view the Place proposed, & give 
their Opinion to next Meeting whether fuitable or not." 

The report wes not. given at the next meeting for the committee had 
not reached a conclusion. 

"At Exeter Monthly: Meeting helc at Maiden Creek the 29th Day of 
the llth Month 1759. The Friends eppointed to meet Friends of Reading 
& view the Place proposed by them to Build a Meeting House on, Report, 
thoy heve done eccordingly, and thet they think it is the most fuite- 
ble Plece they heve yet feen thet is to be had et a Reasonable Price. 
4nd the Meeting being now Informed thet the two Lotts Proposed are 
Marked in the general Plan of the faid Towm No 402 end 403, Semuel Em- 
bree, illiam Iddings, Benjemin Peerfon & Jemes Starr ere appointed 
to epply for Furchase, % accept of e Deed or Deeds for the fame. 

“myeter Monthly Meeting held et Maiden Creek the 31st Dey of the 
1st Month 1760. Jemes Starr ecquaints this Meeting, that Cere hath been 
teken respecting the procuring Deeds for the Lots to accommodete a Meoet- 
ing in Reeding, but thet it is not yet done, and will require fome more 
time. The Friends eppointed to thet Service are continued." 

mxeter Monthly Meeting held there the 3th Dey of the 10th Month 
1760. Reading Friends Report, thet Mestings ere kept Up, tho' fome- 
times smell; the Hour not fo well obferv'd es it ought; that Love and 
Unity fubsists in @ good Degreo, except with, fuch as decline the At- 
tendence of Meetings there, Friends not all clear of Sleeping in Meet- 
ings." : 

"At Uxeter Monthly Meeting held there the 30th. Dey of the 12th 
Month 1762. Meiden Creek Friencs Report, Thet Rridnds of Reeding ‘being 
in much went of e better House to Meet in. have thoughts of beginning 
to Build one next Sumer; end desire this Meeting would téke the fame 
under Consideration. And it boing represented to this eoting that the 
Ground they now heve feems no more then fufficient for a Durying-Flece$ 
end thet they think it would be Advifesble to Buile o House large e- 
novgh to accomnodate & Meeting when Treveling Friends Vifited the Plece; 
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for which Reason enother Lot fould be fought for, and # lerger Ilouse 
Built then just for their perticuler Ufe. The Meeting therefore com- 
mits the Consideretion of the whole to Sllis Hughes, Samuel Lee, Rich- 
ard Penrofe, Merrick Sterr, John Scerlet end Thomas Thomes, who ere de- 
sired to Vifit them for thet Purpofe, & Report to next Meeting." 

"ht a Monthly Meeting held by Adjournment of last Meeting at Exe- 
ter Meeting House the 28th. Dey of the 2nd. Month 1765 “le of the Com- 
mittee eppointed to Consider the Matters recommended by last Quarterly 
Meeting of Friends at Philedelphie to that Meeting respecting the Alter- 
ation of the Time of Holding our Monthly Meetings, end of Building a 
Meeting Houfe for Friends at Reeding, Report, Thet Purfuant to Appoint- 
ment we héve met end Considered the feid Matters, and Consulted Friends 
in Reeding refpecting the Letter and are of the Mind, that to hold our 
Monthly Meetings on the last fourth Dey in esch Month would remove fome 
of the Inconveniance which holding them as we now do occafions; and it 
would be best for Friends at Reading, as they are in immediate Went of a 
better Houfe to Meet in, only to Build @ Log House at present; which, as 
fevoral of the {aid Friends have now Uxprefsed, is most agreeable to 
their Inclinetions and fuiteble to their Circumftances: divers of them 
being. now Sngeg'd, end mors likely to be fo, in Building dwelling Houfes 
for thenselves: All which we fubmit to the Monthly Meeting." 


Reeding lst. Mo. Eth, 1765. John Starr Joseph Penrose 
Jemes Starr Fren® Parvin Jr Senuel Hughes 
Benj™ Lightfoot Tilliem Iddings Benj@® Peerson 


“hich the Meeting concurs with, end Directs the Clerk to Infert the Sub- 


¢ 


ftance thereof in our Report to the next Quarterly lfeeting." 
"At txeter Monthly Meeting held at Meiden Creek the 30th. Dey of 
the 5th Month 1765 ‘Minute of the Quarterly Meeting held in Philadelphia 
the 6th Dey of the 5th. Month. 1765.' Exeter adds to their Report, 'Thet 
Friends at % near Reading heve, with their Concurrence concluded to Build 
a lieeting House of round Logs only at present; and are Unanimously of the 
‘SJ . 


mind, thet to hold their Monthly Meetings on the lest 4th Dey of 
in each Month, instead of the last Sth. Day as it now is, would remove 
soma of the Inconveniencies which now attend.' -- On Consideration of 
both which Conclusions of the said Monthly Meeting, this Meeting concurs 
therewith." 
Extrected from the Minutes, By John Pemberton Clerk 

"Exeter Monthly Meeting held the 28. of 4mo. 1784 There is like- 
wise & School at Reading kent by Benjemin Parks % Wife (in their own 
House) they are members of our Society, end have about 50 Scholars, eucn 
es spell at 7/6 % others 10s. pr Qr_ but few of them belong to Friends, 
nor is the School subject to their Directions, & Care of the Mo. meeting 
be useful, & deserves Encouragement." ; , 

NOT:. The following from the pen of John E. Eshelman in his arti- 
cle "The Society of Friends end Their Mesting Houses in Berks County" 
is of interest on the subject of the Tulpehocken Friends;- "It is very 
evident thet the Tulnehocken Friends soon beceme extinct, end it is ; 
likely a meatins house never was erected on the plat deedea to beech in 
1745. No further mention is made in the ™xeter Monthly Meeting in regerd 
to the Tulvehocken Friends. John "leman end his femily removec +e wir- 
cinia in 1758, followed by Semuol Yilkinson, his neighbor. The qeestich. 
and “Ioolasons, other early Friends who resided elong the Tulpehocken, 
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moved to the towm of Reading ebout tre seme time. 
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: Michener's "Retrospect of Terly Quakerism" gives the story of Reading 
in brief lenguage by quoting the minute from Exeter Monthly Meeting under 
date of 12th Month 30th, 1762, es given among the preceding extracts, end 
‘then adding:- 
"The first house of worshin in Reading was built by Friends, on thoir 
burying-ground, in 1751. In 1766, it was pulled dow, and in its place 
the present one-story log house was built." -(Day's Historical Collect- 
ions.) : 
"The meeting et Reading is still held by indulgence, after the lapse 
of more then e century." 
In the “Histery of Berks County, Pa.," 1886, by Norton L. Montgom- 
ery, is this account of Reading Friends' Meeting:- "The Friends resid- 
ing in Reeding effected an organization end erected a smell building for 
@ temporary meeting-house in 1751. ‘here it was located is unknowm. On 

he 30th of December, 1756, meetings were ordered to be held at Reading 
every Third Dey, the yeér round, beginning at the eleventh hour. Noven- 
ber 29, 1759, a conmittee reported that they hed selscted lots 402 and 
403 as & suitable site for ea new meeting-house. The committee were auth- 
orized to purchase the lots, and they subsequently reported a deed there- 
of. On these lots (west side of North Sixth street, between “eshington 
end “elnut, where the present stone mesting-house is located) forest- 
trees were cut down end they were used in erecting a small building, in 
which the meetings were then held. At the Exeter Meeting, held October 
30, 1760, ‘Reading reported thet meetings are kept up, though the eéttend- 
ance is sometimes small; they are not so well behaved as they ought to 
be; love end unity subsist in & good degree, but the members ere not all 
clear of sleeping in meeting.'" (NOTE. Compare this with the minutes of 
the same date on page 523 of this volume.) 

"On the 27th of August, 1761, the Reading Friends asked for @ First 
Day meeting to begin eat ten A.M. and at three P.M., and in the following 
month @ committee reported favorably. On the 30th of December, 1762, & re- 
port was presented thet the Friends of Reading are in much need of @ bet- 
ter house to meet in, end have thought of beginning to build one next 
summer, but their ground (on North Sixth Street) is no more then suffi- 
cient for a burying-place, and that it is adviseble to build a houss 
large enough to accommodate the meeting when Friends visit the place, for 
which another lot should be bought.' A special committee reported fay- 
orably Jenuary 27, 1763, but desired the advics of the Quarterly Meeting 
which was held in Philedelphie in November, 1764, when the matter was re- 
ferred to @ comnittee of thirteen, who reported at the Exeter Meeting 
December 27, 1764, recommending a Monthly Meeting and a new house. The 
Philadelphia Meeting held Mey 6, 1765, recommended tha erection of ‘a 
meeting-house of round logs only at present,' and the Exeter Meeting, on 
the 30th of the seme month, concurred in this action. The same yetr, 

1765, the building of ‘round logs' was erected, on a lot of ground on 
the corner of Queen and Thomas Streets. After the lower logs had partly 
decayad, the building was repaired by the erection of & brick wall oex- 
tending from the ground upward a few feet. 

"Phe last wedding which took place in the little meeting-house on 
forth Sixth Street, shortly befors its demolition, wes that of Solomon 
Coles, son of Deniel Coles, end “sther Pearson, deughter of Thomas Fesr- 
son, of Meiden-creek, Mey 2, 1755..-eceee. 
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"nile the Hessians, captured at Trenton in 1776, were prisoners in 
Reading, the meeting-house was used as a hospital, in which many sick sol- 
diers were treated. Those who died were interred in the lot adjoining the 
Friends’ burial-ground on North Sixth Street. Among the prisoners of war 
were Jemes Forster, master of a trensport ship, end John Wilkinson, mate 
of the seme, Semuel Tlphinstone end James Hornes, mates of a British ship 
of wear; end there were other seamen. Ono of these, whila in the hospital, 
drew with a sherp instrument upon the wainscotting of the moeting-house 
the picture of a British ship of war. ‘nen the old log houss wes torn 
dowm eighteen yeers ego (1848) efter heaving stood one hundred: end three 
years, Rachel D. Griscom, who bought the house (without the lot) for 
twenty-five dollers, sent to the Pennsylvania Historical Society of Phil- 
edelphie that portion of the wainscot containing the drewing of the finest 
ship. (The drawing made wes ‘of seven British ships of wer in @ line on a 
smooth horizontal popler board og the wainscot.') There was found undsr 
the old building seversl pieces of Americen end French coin, 6nd the bay- 
onet of s British musket, which Liiss Griecom keeps es relics. A number 
of citizens have canes made from logs end weinscot of the meeting-hpuse. 
Some of the materiel wes hauled to the present meeting-house property on 
orth Sixth Street, end soma of the old benches @re in the stone build- 
ing. Smell] locust trees were in the yard and old popler-trees with im- 
_mense roots stood along the sidewalk at the log meeting-house on “Washing- 
‘ton Street. 

"At the Monthly Meeting held in Meiden-creek April 24, 1667, Henry 
‘Tyson, Semuel Y. Griscom end John H. Reid were appointed & committee to 
devise:a plen end means to build a meeting and school house on either the 
Washington or the Sixth Street lot. They recommended thet a new building 
be erected on Sixth Street. Since the demolition of the old log building, 
in 186€, the Friends have held their meetings in the nest stone building 
they erected on North Sixth Street." 

The new structure wes described in Friends' Intelligencer, 9 Mo. 26, 
1868:- "The new meeting-house ie 22 feat in front towerds Sixth Sti, end 
50 feet in depth. The mesting-room 22 feet by 38 feet 6 inches. The plat- 
form 2 feet 8 inches in width, which extends ecross tne whole interior. 
The edifice is erected of mountein stone, from the hills edjacent to our 
city; the wood work of white and yellow pine; the seets of popler, and 
severel are from the old log structure which formerly stood on “Ye shing- 
ton St. Architect, Williem Yyre, Fhiladelphie. Builder and carpenter, B. 
Hemming, Reading. F. Till % Co., of Court St., furnished the ges fit- 
tings. It is e plein end substential structure; over the entrence is a 
stone teblet on which is inscribed: Friends’ I. He, 18685." 

On the 17th of April, 193}, when the compiler of these records vis- 
ited Reiding he found the Meeting House in the best of order. It has én 
ennex et the rear in which the Boy Scouts heve office and heedquerters, 
their large bulletin board being e prominent marker near the sidewelk in 
front of the House. In the vestibule of the Meeting House are photo- 
grephs of the present and the past Reading Meeting Houses; end on the 
back of one of them is the following note concerning the elm-tree now in 
front of the building:- 

(There wrs plented last Third-dey efternoon 4mo. 3rd 1882, bicenten- 
niel yeer in the Triends Meeting House grounds, North 6th St. Reading, Pe., 
on the South side of the entrence gate an historical tree. It is 15 feet 
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high end is e greet grendson of the "lm Tree under which Williem Penn 
held the Treaty with the Indiens. A Treaty which wes not ratified with 
en oath, end which never wes broken. The tree was reised on the grounds 
of the Pennsylvania Hospitel which is © direct descendent of the histor- 
ical Tree by the venereble Stewerd Williem G. Martein at the request of 
Joseph Turnpenny one of the board of manegers of the Hospital for Rach- 
el D. Griscom. The tree was plsnted by Horece end his sister Rechel D. 
‘Griscom & this Picture is the Froperty of Exeter Monthly meeting held 

et Reading Pa. wes presented by Rechel D. Griscom 5 mo. 14th 1896." 

In the cheerful assembly-room of the Reading Meeting House, shut 
off from the former school-room by dividing shutters, are two rustic 
chairs, which, it is generelly believed, quoting the words of Ruth 
Smedley Bowers of Reading, Pa., “are mede from wood from the original 
meetins-house, before the log building." 

Beck of the Reading Meeting House is the old Burial Ground, no 
longer used &s a graveyard, in which the unlettered fieldstones thet 
merked some of the graves heve been driven dow in the soil and @re no 
longer visible. A sturdy stone well on the west side of the grounds and 
& lower one on the south side form @ boundéry between the present pos- 
sessions of the Friends and the neighboring church property. 
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Meeting originally called......Cherlestom. 
Meeting House built..ceccseseceeeeee el 807. 
Meeting orgenized befors...........-..1612. 
Meeting esteblishad..cccseseeevesse+ + LELS. 
Neme chenged to Schuylkill............1826. 
Preparative Meeting esteblished.......1843. 
Location Heer... «+ ov eee. v PHOGMNI RVI 6 5 he. 
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The present Frierids' Meeting known 4s Schuylkill Meeting. is locet- 
ed in Chester County, Pa., ebout a mile from Phoenixville, in Schuylkill 
Township. For meny yeers during its earlier existence, it wes callad 
Cherlestom, the name of the tomship in which it was then situated. The 
Charlestown Township was originally & trienguler sheped piece of land 
bordering on the Schuylkill River in the northeastern part of the county; 
put, in 1826, it wes divided end thet portion adjacent to the river, in- 
cluding the Meeting House property, wes set off es Sehuylkill Township; 
hence the Meeting chenged its neme in accord with the township. 

Schuylkill is a Perticular Meeting, at one time 2 Freperative Meet~ 
ing but, in 1938, en Indulged Meeting belonging to Velley Monthly Meeting 
in Philedelphie Quarter of Philadelphia Yeerly Meeting of the Hicksite 
brench of the Society of Friends. From 1843 to 1849 it held ea Preparativs 
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Meeting, but, at the latter dats, it was merged into Velley Preparative 
Meeting. 


The story of the establishment of this meeting was told in a paper 


preperec by Sarah C. Pennypacker, and read hy her at the time of a "Pil- 


grimage" made to the Schuylkill Meeting in 1909. The article wes print- 
ed in the Friends' Intelligencer, Blevonth Month 20, 1909, and from it 
the following extracts are teaken:- 

"Doubtless the Charlestown Friends found frequent ‘attendence at 
Meetings for Worship end Discipline’ both laborious end difficult and 
hence desired an euthorized and permenent meeting in their midst. Mn- 
och Walker then owned end resided at Moore Hall. His holdings includ- 
ed this land. In 1807 he built this part of this house for public 
purposes 2s.defined in @ document which shell be later more fully set 
forth. Here appointed meetings were held for travelling Friends and 
hers Penjemin Moore hed a school. The first officiel recognition of 
the independent movement in this neighborhood, is found in the year 
1812. 

"Of the caution and daliberation which characterize the methods 
of Friends in their business meetings, perhaps no better example can 
be found then that furnished by ths minutes of Radnor Monthly Meeting 
in relation to the forming of this meeting. 

"On the 13th day of Second month, 1612, Radnor Monthly Meeting re- 
cords the following minute; 'The Velley Preparative inform that they 
heve united in a belief:that the time hed arrived thet our members in 
Charlestown might be indulged with a Meeting for Yorship, to be held 
at their School-houss in thet place on the third Fifth-day end the 
last First-day in every month. The moeting in deliberation refers the 
subject for further attention at next meeting.' -The following month 
'the request’ recaived still further consideration. The succeeding 
month the subject wes introduced end was not united with. after en in- 
torval of two months we find a minute which states that the Velley Pre- 
parative egein mentions ‘the request of our members in Cherlestowm to 
be indulged with e meeting; but this time there was « slight altera- 
tion in the petition, the proposel now being, to hold the meeting every 
other First-day morning. The meeting, efter weighing the subject, de- 
cided the first meeting should be held the 21st of Sixth month, 1612, 
and should continue to. be held for six months. “xtensions of three 
months end one month followed. The zeel of our Friends seemed to suffer 
no abetement because of the restrsining power snd we find them again 
presenting a request,- this time, to be indulged in meeting on both 
First end Fifth-deys; which request, the Monthly Meeting records they 
‘ere most easy to grant for # period of seven months’ which is then ex- 
tended six months end agein four months. All this time, 4 report from 
the Men's Meeting in favor of en esteblished meeting for Charlestown — 
members is defeeted by non-approvel in the women's branch of the Month- 
ly Meeting, and it wes decided 'to continue the meetings et Charles- 
town, as heretofore, upon sufferance.' 

"But our spiritual ancesters hed wearied of sufferance, for two 
montns leter we find them again knocking at the door end supplicating 
for & permanent meeting. Finelly the desired enswer CHMNO..es++6--The 
struggle of three years and nine months for permission to heave an 6B 
tablished meeting for worship wes thus ended end the first gathering 
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under the new conditions wes on the 12th day of Eleventh month, 1815..... 
The house wés @lreedy supplied since on Second month lst, 1815, Velley 
Preparative Veeting notes:- ‘Our friend “noch “Ylalker informed this meet- 
ing thet he intended to give about two acres of ground in Cherlestowm 
for a.meeting place for the Society of Friends on which s school house 

is erected at present. The following Friends are appointed to hold « 
Deed of Trust: for the seme, to wit:- Thomas Ceorge, Joseph Conerd, Jr., 
Cornelius Conerd, Joseph Roberts, end Daniel Conard. Also Israel Rob- 
erts end Thomes J. Yealker are appointed to see that the said Deed is ex- 
ecuted end recorded end teke the same in charge.'" 

The following is extrected from "the dreft of the intentions of En- 
och Welxsr when he put them into writing for presentation to the Meet- 
ing."...."For the information of Philadelphia Quarterly, Radnor Monthly 
end the Valley Preparative Meetings, or any of them, as relate to the 
_ house occupied by Friends as a meeting house in Charlestown, Chester 
County. It was built on lands of Nnoch Welker in the year 1807, under the 
nems of es school house, though pretty much to accomnodete friends of 
Charlestown with # place of their own to hold religious meetings, when- 
ever they thought proper to occupy it-— the school also held tharein 
with the house and lend to be slwsys under the direction of the Society 
of Friends.....-.1 completed the building in a few weeks—- the whole of 
the cost (excepting forty dollars worth of scentling which one worthy 
friend, Richard Jecobs, gave) amounted to five hundred dollers end cight- 
y-five cents......Now this is to certify whom it may’ concern that I re- 
main, as I heve done for several ysers, very free to convey to Rednor 
Monthly or Valley Preparative Meating, a good end sufficient Deed of Con- 
veyeance for between one end a helf or two acres of land whereon the efore- 
seid building stends with all the buildings end appurtenences thereunto 
belonging, the growing timber excepted end to be cut and removed only as 
it becomes on the decline; it being my wish and intention that none of 
the trees thereon should ever be cut away whilst they remein in @ flour- 
ishing state unless it is to make room for buildings and & burying place. 

"Thus I em willing provided Radnor Monthly Meeting and Philedelphia 
Querter grants a meeting et said place to be held twice e week excepting 
the wecks in which our Yearly, Quarterly, Monthly end Preparative Meet~ 
ings are hold. And any one of said meetings takes ‘charge of the school, 
it being my choice that the Yearly or Quarterly Meeting or en associa- 
tion of the members thereof should take-cherge of it and improve by build- 
ings, gardens, etc., for the higher brunches of learning that our young 
men above the ege they are edmitted at Westtown may have an opportunity 
to finish their education within the pele of our Society so &s to quaéli- 
fy them to fill eny useful station that the Society epproves of. 

"On the pbove conditions either by receiving or not receiving the 
four hundred and forty-seven dollers end thirty-four cents with the in- 
terest thereon for seven years, smounting in the whole to six hundred 
end thirty-five dollars end twenty-three cents, I do hereby bind myself, 
my Heirs, Executors, Administrators or assigns or eny of them to perform 
+his my unsheken intention ag soon as there is established in thé afore- 
seid Charlestowm a meating for the Society of Friends end a proper number 
of persons ere sppointed by either of the eforesaid mestings to receive 
the Deed of trust, As witness my hend end seel this the 30th dey of the 
Ninth month, A. D. 1814. ; ENOCH ‘WALKER " 
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"One of the traditions of the neighborhood ascribed.the gift of the 
stone steps at the front door to Louis Wenwey, a noted Germen engineer, 
et one tims resident here, who built the first greet bridge across the 
ochuylkill et Philedelphie, the spen of which, et the time of the build- 
ing, wes the longest known. 

"In Nirth month, 1616, e committee appointed by Valley Preperetive 
Meeting, two months previous, to examine the condition of the house at 
Chsilestown, report the need of & gsellery end benches end suggest thet 
the greveyerd be enclosed with a post and rail fence. In 1615, "Wm. Rob- 
erts, Deniel Conerc, Tnoch Welker end Jonathan Cleaver were sppointed 
by Velley Preparative Neeting to superintend the building of the sheds 
end a stone well on the northwest side of the greveyerd. In the seme 
yesr we find Radnor ijonthly Mesting considering of e proposition from 
Charlestown which suggested the esteblishing of a Monthly Meeting at 
Cherlestow, to be composed of the Velley, Frovidence end Fikelend Pre- 
perevive Mectings. It is recorded that this proposition ‘received weigh- 
ty attention' at three successive meetings when ‘way not appearing cleer 
to proceed’ the subject was dismissed. Following this dete for at least 
& quarter of @ century, there seems to be but little of historicsl value 
in the minutes of either Rednor Monthly or Valley Preparetive Meeting in 
regard to Charlestown Meeting...... 

“In 1645, Second month Sth, Velley Preparative Meeting appoints Ste- 
phen Stephens end Cherles Thomes to collect some money to assist Schuyl- 
kill Friends to defray the expenses of building e@ schoolhouse. It. would 
seen thet timidity has never been a cherecteristic of our meeting, which 
we find is now called Schuylkill, as evidenced by an interesting minute 
in the books of Rednor Monthly Meeting, dated First month 12th, 1648, 
which reecs as follows; 'The committee eppointed by the monthly meeting 
to visit Schuylkill Preparetive Meeting on conferring together were united 
in judgment thet en edventage would erise from men end women holding their 
preparetive meetings separate and epart from eech other, end we would en- 
courage them to weigh the subject and adopt our suggestion, believing it 
would be more in accordance with the order end prectice of society.’ Sign- 
ed by Abner Lewis, Vanlen "echus, Lydia Davis, Ruth Thomas. The query a- 
rises, wes this the first meeting to suggest joint sessions?*One year later 
en exercise was spreed before the meeting that the Valley end Schuylkill 
preperstivse meetings be reunited and some months lator we find thet way 
Gid not open to adopt any chenge.... 

"Janes ood, oe Philedclphie merchant, who succeeded "noch Walker as 
owner of Moore Hall, end who made it his summer home, felt so strongly 
‘on the subject of rece prejudice that he requested his body should be bur- 
ied in our modest ground, rather than in the family enclosure st Laurel 
Hill, where reguletions prohibited eny dusky brother from resting within 
its limits. His greve here is a mute witness of the sincerity of his con- 
victions. To James Wood we are also indebted for added associations, for 
with him came to worship here the Quaker poet beloved by 611, John G. 
Whittier. “hen the letter, as a ycung man, wes editor of the Pennsylva- 
nia Freemen in Philadelphie, "hittier found a home there and en intimacy 
wes esteblished between these two men which found expression in quiet vis- 
ite’ to Moore Hell." 

Schuylkill Meeting House is ebout a mile from Phoenixville, Pe., 
end from Providence, on the opposite side of the Schuylkill River, it is 
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distant about three miles in an eir-line. From Velley Meeting it is five 
miles, end from Pikelend it is six miles, these being the Frionds' Mect- 
ings grouped in that section of the Stete. In 1930 Schuylkill Meeting 
House end its surroundings ere very interesting. The House is e rough- 
cest structure fecing the south, the western end being the pert former- 
ly used for a school. There are still a dozen or more old trees left in 
the grove, facing which ere the stone wegon-sheds. A stone well incloses 
the graveyerd et the back of the Meeting House and sheds, and e notice- 
able festure of many of the memorial stones in it is their simply bear- 
ing the neme of the deed without dete of any kind. Such is the case with 
Jemes YYood's heedstone, a marble evidently of rather recent setting, for 
the footstcne is a rough unmarked fieldstone. Names to be seen in this 
yerd are Ademson, Bowlend, Davis, Highley, Hews, Trons, John, Jones, Med- 
den, Merchell, Metlack, Mercer, Morris, Pennypacker, Rapp, Rossiter, Rob- 
erts, Sheper, Shaw, Taylor, Venderslice and Wood. About the Meeting House 
has grown up e@ villsge now called YWilliems's Corner. It is on the road 
from Phoenixville to Velley Forge. 
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
represented by 
PIN] STREDT MEETING. coceeeeeee el 753. 
FOURTH STREST MURTING. «oseeeee 1763. 
ORANGE STREET MEETING........-+1832. 
SPRUCE STRUTT MENTING. ..+-..---1832. 


Monthly Meeting establishod....eeeeeeeeese L772. 
Spruce Street Meeting orgenizad....++++++++1830. 
Spruce Street Meeting estanloehedi ws asses locrs 
Spruce Street Preparative Mootinges.ceeceee L832. 
Fourth Street Meeting House removed...++..e1859. 
Spruce Street Preparative laid dov sida lefgletes Lineeae 
Spruce Street Meeting discontinued........-1903. 
Orange Street Meoting House SOL tes ste tems mb Os 
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In eerlier times in Philedelphia there were several Friends’ meetings 
represented by differant Meeting Houses et different periods, now long ago 
demolished to meko way for business houses, end elso discontinusd beceéuse 
of the growth of business with the increase of population of the great me- 
tropolis pushed the residences of Friends to euch remote parts of the city 
that their places for worship becsme abandoned for new ones. 

Such Meetings as were loceted to tho south of Merket Street were class 
ed by the Yeerly Meeting es the Southern District. This wes grented the pri 
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vel Powell, who died in 1747. The building wes so far completed in Liss 


vilege of a Monthly Meeting in 1772. Quoting from Michener's "Retro- 
spect of Early Quakerisn", Taking its authority from the Monthly Meeting 
Minute Book:- 

"On the 25th dey of the 11th month, being the fourth of the week, 
1772, divers men and wonen Friends assembled in our meeting-house on 
Fourtn Street, being the first Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadel- 
phie for the Southern District, eppointed for the maintaining of the tes- 
timony of Truth and our Christian discipline, within the limits prescrib- 
ed for the said Monthly Meeting. The extracts from the minutes of the 
Monthly Meetings of Friends of Philadelphie, and of the Quarterly Meeting 
by which it wes esteblished, were read," &c,-(Philedelphia Monthly Meet- 
ing for the Southern District.) 

"After the division of Society in 1827, Friends withdrew, snd were 
peppaer tly joined with Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, held on Cherry 
Street. They subsequently purchased a lot, and erected & meeting-house, 
on Spruce Street neer Ninth, and resumed the Monthly Meeting, which was 
first bets therein in the yeser Roa and has so continued." 

This assertion, of course, refers to the Hicksite Brench of Friends. 
The Oe era at the seme time, 2 erected the Orange Street Meeting 
House, continuing there the Southern District Monthly Meeting in their 
Hrenc ot. Ch 
The meetings constituting the Southern District, each in i 

mporteance, were Pine Street, Fourth Street, Spruce stree 


i 
treet. Two of thess.were mentioned by George Veux in his i 
ne i S 


he Society. 


prepered for the Centennisl Celebretion held in arch 
» House in 1904. Of Pine Stroet, popularly called "The Hil 


"The Hill Meeting, so called from its erection on or near Society 
Hill, was loceted on the south side of Pine Street, east of Second. The 
principal part of the site was bequesthed to Friends by the. younger Sam- 


that the Yearly Meating was held in it the Ninth month of thet year. The 
holding of mestings there was discontinued Erich the erection of the pre- 
sent Orange Street Lieeting-house in 1832, end en attenpt wes made to sell 
the ground, which failed, owing to a claim to it made by the heirs of 
Samuel Fowell Jr., who originwlly bequeathed it to Friends, which claim, 
however was disallowed by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvenia by a decis~ 
jon handed down in 1651. The property wes sold severel yeers later, quite 
within the memory of ang now living (1904). We have euthentic pictures 
of this mseting-house 
It was in the Pine Street Meeting House that Jemes Mott Jr. and Lu- 

ce Coffin, dseughter of Thomas and Anne Coffin, were merried on Fourth 

Month 10th, 1811, the ceremony being accomplished according to the custom 
of the poet o ed of Friends and “with ea gravity and weight becoming the oc- 
casion. 

George Yeux also wrote the following brief comments ebout Fourth 
Street Meoting House:- "The Fourth Street Mesting-house was loceted on 
the east side of Fourth Street, just south of Chestnut, on the property 
belonging to the Forrest Trust. The Sis bee National Benk, e part of the 
office building of the Trust, now stends on the former ae of the meet- 
ing~house. It was built in 1763, with ai object of providing a more con- 
venient place for business meetings, end also to ecconmodate the Querter- 
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ly Youths' Meetings, which Friends then hed ea concern to hold for the ben- 
-: * . J . . 55 
Oe te scholers attending the adjoining school. Tha builcing was plec- 
ed with its broadside on Fourth Street, aa: ah its gebles facing north 
* ‘9 
outh. It wes finelly removed in 1859, whan the present building wes 
. 


« Mouse stood the school or 
ted by the Friends’ Prub- 


Side by side with the Fourth Straet Meeti 
c cup 
ere it wes known as the ‘il- 


Bcecdamy as it wee somatinnas 
lic School, leter ramovad to Twelf 
liem Penn Charter School. 


Be 3 The Orange Street Meeting House, the latest representative of the 
ae Southern District, used to stand at the southwestern corner of Washington 
hi Square, below Walnut Street, Philadelphia. It wes erected in 1832 end hed 


that date plainly displeyed in the facing gable of the building. Orange 
Street Monthly Meeting wes a part of Fhiladelphie Querter in the Fhila- 
delphis Yeerly Meeting held at Arch Street, and held .its meetings until 
e 1909 when the house was sold and the Meeting was discontinved. In the 
o "Book of Meetings" issued about 1905, is the following concerning this 
Meeting:- "Orenge Street, Philedelvhie. Held on rirst days et 10 o'clock 
end et 3.30 in the arternoon througnoul the yeer. Tne Meeting House pro- 
perty is bounded on the southern side by Orange Street, & short street be- 
tween Seventh end Tighth Streets below Locust; the entrance to tne Meeting 
House is. at southwest corner of “Yeshington Square. Tt is accessible by va- 
rious*trolley lines. Usuel First-dey morning ettendence in the -vinter a- 
bout 75. There ere five ministers who are members of this Meeting. There 
are ebout 40 children in membershir, but they ure not cften in ettendence, 
as their homes ars in many , of town, or) et ae diéstence.” 
jouse was sold in 1903 to Charles F. Jenk- 
3 site the present fine office of the cele- 
shed by Wilmer Atkinson, was built, being 
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The Crenge Street Nest 
ins, was torm' down, end on 
breted "Farm Journel” estab 
ready for occupency in 1912. The date-stone of the Meeting Houte which was 
demolished in 1911, was preserved in one of the inner wells of the new 
building. 
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‘ Spruce Street Nesting, representing the Southern District in the Hick- 
site brench of Thiledelphia Yearly Meeting, cdevelcped from the Pine Street 
Miesting by reeson of the Separetion of 1827. The Minute Books of Spruc 
Street Monthly end of Pine Street Freparative Meetings are preserved in 
the Friends’ Historicel Librery et Swerthmore, Pe. The following extrects 
takon from thess provide some notes of interesting nature concerning the 


meetings:- 
"At a preparative meeting of Women Friends for the Southern District 


held the 21st. dey of 10th mo. 1818 Deboreh F Vharton wes eppointed 
clerk to seid meeting, in the room of Sareh Mason There was no furthsr 
businefs before " 

"At a prepsretive eat tue of ‘Yomen friends, held at pine Street, the 
18th of llth month 1818 “Ye are informed by the Overseers, that Rechel Gib- 
bons, wife of Gsorge Gibbons, request to be received into religious mem- 
bership amongst us. Hermah Fisher end Sereh Hopper, are SP RGIE Se ed to visit 
her, and a to our next preparstive meeting—" 

Lest minute in the Pine Street Freparetive Meeting of “fomen' Meet- 
ing:- “At a Freperetive Meeting of ‘Yomen Friends for the a uaen Biel otet 
held 5th Mo 21st 1623 Information hes been conveyed to this meeting by 
the Overseers, that Serah Ann Remmington hes requested to be received in- 
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to Religious membership with friends. On consideretion this meeting u- 
nites with ior cass going forwerd to the i. kK. " . < 

"At 8 Monthly Meeting f Friends of Fhiledelphie hele st Cherry 
Street 9m. 15 1830 A joint Committee of Men end Yomen Friends eppoint- 
ed to consider the Subject of 'the esteblishment of enothar meeting &c' 
procucec the follewing Report which wes resd and united with our Wo- 
mens Liceting heving else come to the seme Conclusion 

To. the Lionthly Meeting. 
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The Joint Committee cf Men end Women Friends eppointed 'To consider the 
subject of establishing encther Nesting to be Composed of a pert of the 
menbers row belonging to this Monthly Meeting’ having severel tines met, 
end Solidly deliberetei thereon, it appeared to be aE preveiling Sense 
of the Conmittes, thet it would be PIER. to recomend to the lionthly 
Meeting thet en indulged Meeting for Yorship be allowed if way should 
open to be held on First devs in the sae or “estern pert cf the 
City for the eccomnodation of Friends anc others in that Neighborhood 
Signed on behelf of the Committee ‘ 

Deboreh Srackmen Jemes Cockburn 

Mery i’ Yegnoer Tillien abbott 

ery Biddle John “ilscn Moore 


Philada 9mo 9 1830 " 

"At e Monthly Meeting 
Street 3 month 21. 1822 Ar 
ner of Spruce snd Ninth Stre 
let day cf the 4th. Fonth te 
the subject being noy consi 


f Friends of Fhiladelphie held eat Cherry 
ng mede thet the House at the Cor- 
be sufficiently completed by the 

f the holding of a Meeting; and 

dad it was egreed to ellow those } 
whose residence is now convenient to the vicinity of thet Meeting 
House, to heave en indulged meetings for. Worship on the First dey of the 
week, morning and sefternoon, to gather eat the usual hours, end tc be 
opense on the First Forst Dey in next month:...and Willisn-“herton, 
Cherles Toznsend, Jemes Mott, Thomes Zell, John H. Bue Le anc Nethen 
Shoemeker @re a&ppcinted to attend the openings thereof end report toe 
future meeting." 

"ft © Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia held st Cherry 
Street 7 month 18. 1832 A communication wes received from tthe Friends 
who heve for some time held en indulged mesting for Worship on First 
deys et the corner of 9th. ans Spruce Streets, with a request to hold 
Meetings of Yorship on the First and Fifth deys of the week, also a 
Preparative end a Monthly peridgets = the latter to be held on the Fifth 
day of the week peaestd et the lest Sixth-day in the Month and to be 
called the Monthly Meeting of Friends of er eee te held at Spruce 
Streat:— the Proparative Meeting the weck preceeding end all et the 
usual hours:- which being deliberetely considered was united with end 
the Clerk is directed to forward information of the sane to the Quar- 
terly Meeting fer its consideretion and judgment—- The meeting to be 
tt 
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opened in the 9th month next. 
"At ea Monthly Meeting of Freinds of Philedelphis held at Cherry 
Street 3 Month 20. 1833 Adjourned to ths close of our meeting for Wor- 
on Fourth Day next.....-Third Month 27th 1833 The Meeting pro- 
c ed on the rem&ining business—-- The Building Comnittee Report that 
the Meeting House at the Corner of Spruce and Ninth Streets is complet- 
ed and that the Bills as fer as recollected heave all teen coilected 
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anc paid; anc thet a statement end thet e stetement of t teceipts and 
™Mxpences is herewith submitted....." : 
"ht e monthly meeting of Friends of Phils ecelphie held et Spruce 
e oe &! c . : . . = = 
Street Sth Mo. 24th 1€35.- A communicetion was received from Cherry 
street Uonthly Meeting preposing to this, to unite with them in holding 
* — 5 ‘ 
e meeting for Yorshin et thet house, to commence on the first first dey 


of the 10th month et 7 o'clock in the evening, end continue till the 
lest first dey in the 3rd morith next, which upon consideretion, was u- 
nited with, end the following nemed friends were appointed to heve an 
oversight thereof, in conjunction with similer comnittes of the other 
Monthly Meetings end raport whsn prapared. viz Thomss Zell, Abel North, 
Charles Townsend and Jemes Poultney— " 

A sméli book of Spruce Street Preperative Meeting o 
conteins the following two minutes which desl wit 
ter the Separation, in both brenches of the Society 
to wetch ot the getes during 
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“eet 
tanded to ths eppointms 
Spruce Street Prepe 


. 
tive Meeting wes laid down in 1894. The closing 
minute of the Meeting resds thus:- “At a Preparative Meeting of Friends 
hela in joint session 3rd mo. 16th 1894. Preparative Meeting discontin- 
ued." 
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NOTS.- The following was copied from the Spruce Street Monthly Meet- 
ing Minutes. It beers upon the transections which took plécoa when the 
Friends' property in Key's Alley took place, end avidently mace much dis- 
turbance between the two brenches of Sarge et thet time. The subject 


= J 
was reverted to in several succesding sessions of the Spruce Street 
Monthly Hot ine 


wad 


av a Monthly 


Street 7mo. 1&th 18 
and directed to be d on our minutss. The Clerk is directed to fur- 
nisn copies to be reaed-in the monthly Mtgs of Friends of Philadelphia 
held et Spruce Street and invite their co- operation es proposed. 
txtracted from the minutes 
; edit lo Parrish Clerk. 

To the Nonthly Meeting of Friends of Philedelphis held at Cherry Street, 
and the Monthly of Friends held at Green Street Philedelohia 

A portion of the Society of Friends whe were once in Unity with us 
and who claim to be the Monthly Meeting of friends of Philad RAeTe for 
the Northern district, having lately sold to the Controllers of th 
Public Schools all their right, title end interest in the lot of atin 
whereon the North Meeting house stends for the purpose of establishing 


e Public School thereon, being One hundred *% twenty feet on Key's Alley 


ine of friends of Philadelphia hold at Cherry 
The following communications were read, approved, 
8 
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or New Street, and One hundred ? thirty eight feet §ix inches North & 
South, end part of the property held in trust for thet meeting and the 
conveyence being incomplete without our uniting therein a Committe of 
the board of Controll applied to us as trustees to perfect the title 
and offered to pey four thousand five hundred dollers for thse use of 
thet portion of the society of friends in unity with us, On consulta- 
tion with severel friends menbers of ee eas under &ppointment of 
the three monthly mectings,’ ere concluded to eccept of the proposed of- 


fer, end heve executed @ deed to the County comni ifsioners, end héve re- 


ceived the consideration money— 

Having had frequent occesion to consult counel, in this es well 
as other matters releting to the legal rights and interests of the re- 
ligious society of friends, end apprehending demends of & similar cher- 
acter m@y occur efein we heve paid to li K Frice One hundred dollars, 
leéving Four thousend four hundred dollars, which has been paid to Hen- 
ry Yilliems Joel Atkinson, Deniel Tllis and John i. Ogden, who hold 
it subject to the order end direction of committees of the Monthly Meet 
ings:- As it is desireable thet e11 metters of general interest to the 
society of friends, in this city should 2s much as practiceble be sub- 


mitted to the consideration of all the Monthly Meetings, we would propose 
the propriety of informing the Monthly Meeting of friends of Philed. held 


6ét Spruce Street by minute of this result, end invite a committee from 
that meeting to unite with comnittces from the other Monthly meetings 
in the consideration of. the proper disposition of this mony 

Willian Yerdley 

Devid Jones 

Devid Becon 


Philed.. 7mo 16th 1838 Jemes Martin 


it 
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Spruce Street Meeting was discontinued in 1902 end its remaining 
members attached to Race Street. Ths Meeting House was sold and torn 
down end on its site a tall building was erected and occupied by a bus- 
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iness firm. 
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Meeting organized. .cececcereereeeee el 698. 
Meeting established.....+sseeeeeee ee L714. 
First Meeting House built..........-1730. 
Second Meeting House built.........-1871. 
Monthly Meeting established tists... oxekd dk 
Lochbion...«cs,ecovceeKing Of Prussia, Pa. 
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Velley Friends 


longing to Philadelphie Querter of Philedelphiea Yearly Meeting of the 


Moeting is a Monthly Meeting of very recent date be- 
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Hicksite brench of the Society of Friends. Previous to 1926 it WES & 

Preperative Meeting constituent to Rednor ‘gard vas Meeting in the seme 
Quarter of the Yearly Meeti irig. The minutes of its Preparative Meeting 
for the Men's Meeting begén in 1810, while in the ‘Yomen's Lesting the: 


did not commence until 1&14. They continued until 1883, with which year 


their sessions Degen to be held con; jointly. As an Ind ulged Meeting for 
worship, Vellsy's crane very eerly. The following is quoted 
from Dr. Uzre tWichener' "Retrospect of Terly Quakerism": - 

"1698.-= Friends of ne upper end of Merion, having acquainted this 
meeting that they live remote from the settled weekly meeting, proposed 


to this meeting to heve a weekly meeting held among themsclves, end this 
+ 


169) 


meeting epproved of the seme, thet they should keep it ‘every third dey 
of the week.” 

'1713.- Stephen Revens and Lewis "lelker heve reaguested tc heve ea 
meeting sometimes et the house of Levis elker. This mestins do conds- 
scenc that Friends mey keep a neeting at Lewis Pyalbar' a; the, firsi first 
dey of tho week, in the sixth and eighth months next." -(Rednor Monthly 
Meeting.) ; 

"Similar requests continued to be made and sllowed for seversl yeers 

Velley Meeting Mouse ic in Tredvffrin Townshin in the northeestern 
pert of Chestsr County, Fa., ouite distent from Yelley Township which 
wes set off i chiefl r t i % Céln and 
Sadsburye A bri 5B recapitu- 
leting ths i G g 2 Tuthey and 
Cope's "Wistory of Chester County", 12881:- 

"This meeting in Tredyffrin, wes e branch of Heverford Monthly Neet 
ing, frem the reccerds of which, es quoted by Dr. Snith, we find thet in 
1714 ‘friends inhebiting gbout Perqueming end this sidg of -5enmylkill in 
ye veiley being desirous yt a meeting might be sllowsd ym every other mo 
tO be S begin et Lewie “élker' house the first in second month next end 


b 
hes 
mee 


thence every other month, att Joseph Richerdsons house until ys ninth mo 


ghee Ae 


"in ong er aise Monthly Meeting, efter heving eppointed « con- 
mittes.to “atc. Velley Friends in fixing on a site for e meeting-house 
et length leaves wees et their liberty to. build ths said house’ ‘at the 
Greve Yera near Lewis Yelker's ae d, which was left by the ssic Lewis by 


his 16st will -for i purpose. A temporery meeting wes from tine to 
time eu ae orizec by Haverford Meeting to be hela et Ri Rerrison's 
school-house, but it does not apneer that it ever grew into e regular 
chan 

In’ 1913 it wes rerorted to Phile his. Yearly Nesting thet "The 
time of holding Velley Preperstive Lie hes been changed from the 
first Fifth day to the first First day in the month &t the close of the 
meeting for worship." The sams year on Bleventh Month lst, the mid- 
week meetings at Valley were discontinued. 

A Monthly Meeting wes established at Vaellcy at e very recent date. 
The following communication from the clerk gives date of the circun- 
stencé:- "Velley Monthly Meeting wes established 9-13-1936, in eccord- 
ance with e minute from Fhile. Quarterly Mesting of 6-13-1936. 7 men- 
bers of the committes of Oversight from Quarterly Meeting, 62 Friends 
of Velley meeting and 10 visitors were present Je Bercley Jones Clark" 
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Valley Meeting House with its graveyard, all kept, in the best order, 
is located on the sumnit of a high piece of ground overlooking Chester 
Valley, about two miles north of the villege of Strafford and somewhat 
nearer to King of Prussia, Pa. The Meeting House corners to the points 
of the compass and fronts to the southwest. The date of erection, 1871, 
is in the geble facing the public road. There is sn elongsted dormer 

forming a gable on each of the four sides of the: building. A porch 
extends half about the house on the front and the southeast end, end, 
old-fashionad benches sre kept outside the house, two at the end and 
four in front , under the protection of the porch roof. The grounds a- 
bout the Meeting House , with several fine trees on two sides of it, are 
inclossd by a substantiel ragged capped stone well on three sides end 
& line of Yegon-sheds on the side furthest from the road. Two entrances 
from the sorth end west lead to the House from the public road. An iron 
fence is on the rorxdside of the yard as well as in front of the Burial 
Ground which corners to the Meeting House Yerd and is on the opposite 
side of the highway. The cemetsry is also enclosed on three sides by a 
ragged-capped wall of stone. The memorial stones merking the resting 
pleces of the dead, ere all kept in the simple form devised by Friends' 
discipline. Among the fanily names seen in the yard are Barrett, Beughy, 
Brown, Beidlers; Caley, Carver Conard, Cleaver, Davis, Fisher, Frorer, 
Glass, Hughes, Hevard, Hoopes, Hilles, Moore, Massey, Potts, Rodney, 
Richerds, Roberts, Stephens, Scattergood, Shoemaker, Streets, Thomes, 
Worrell, YYalker, YYoodmen,.“Yells and ‘est. 

The nane of “jalker is one of those most freauently seen. One of 
that family buried there is James Baynes Welker M.D., son of Thomes R. 
and Mery B. Walker, born 12 Mo. 15, 1846, died 10 Mo. 19, 1910. He was 
a prominent Physician of Philadelphia who lived at 1617 Green Street. 

The present Meeting House at Velley is the second house built there. 
Quoting from a communicstion from Eliza H. Worrell of Norristown, the 
old Meeting House "was across the road from the present one and built 
in 1730 and during the Revolution, this one and Radnor wers occupied by 
the American soldiers, either as hospitels or officers' quarters.....Tlis 
drewing of the old house is the only one in existence and was made by 
Mary Jane Yelker fron memory but the people who remember it say it is 
very good." 

On the 12th of Ninth Month, 1931, Valley Meeting celebrated its Bi- 
Centennial anniversary et the Meeting House where a large gathering of 
interested Friends assembled to witness the good program provided for 
them. This included en historical pegeant conducted on the lawn at the 
southeast end of the House. A pert of the literary program consisted of 
two poems, both of which were printed and distributed among the guests. 
The shorter, entitled "Strive and Conquer" , was written by John Russell 
Hayes; the longer, called "Chester Valley Meeting", was from the pen 
of Charles . “vens.: Here is the one last naned:- 


CH™NST@R VALLEY MENTING. 
Distent mountains, hazy view, 


Blending atmosphere of blue 
And the Valley, bound by hills, 
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With its meadows end its rills, 

Gives the land e wealth of graces, 
Beauty in the sunlit spaces, 

Here @ homestead, there a wood, 
_ Places where the staunch have stood 

Thru those long gone yeers of striving, 
“hen their labors meant surviving. 


So these lands were settled then, 
In the time of William Penn, 

He who, schooled in lore of strife, 
Came to love the quiet life, 

Brousht with him from o'er the sea 
Thoughts of Godly piety 

And the Chester Valley, then 
Peopled by the wild red men, 

Ceme to be a gerden fair, 
“hen the Quekers settled there. 


Thus we sing and so we may, 
Living in another day, 

Sons of gledness for the land 
Blooming by another's hand; 

Where the wigwem was of yore, 
Where no building stood before, 

Here has come a house of stone, 
Built by others who have gone, 

Left to us, to ever stay, 
Spirit of that eerly day. 


Just across the road nearby, 
In a quiet plot they lie, 
Those whose early, earnest thought 
To the Chester Valley brought 
Spiritual wealth untold, 
Quietly, yet withal, bold, 
Brave, to make momentous choice 
Twixt the world and Still Small Voice; 
Brought they all their worldly goods 
To this valley, bound by woods. 


In the Chester Valley's bounds, 
With its spacious, shaded grounds, 

Stands the meeting-house to-day, 
Different from the olden way; 

Broad of porch, of window wide, 
Grassy lawns, with drive beside 

And the view of nearby farms 
Adds enchantment to its cherms, 

Gives to it ea home-like tone, 
So beloved by everyone. 
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Here, on quiet Sabbath morn, ° 
Rigid benches to adorn, 
Come the young and coine the olds 
Ofttimes thru the storms and cold, 
On a Friendly mission bent 
Of the spirit ambient, 
Worshipfully weiting, all, 
For the Still Small Voice to call, 
Watchful, preyerful for the Light, 
In the Father's loving sight. 


Spirited thru olden years, 
Long ago invoked thru teers, 
Thru their travail and their work, 
Hardships that they did not shirk, 
Those steunch forbears of our race, 
“Mell endowed with Godly grace, 
Bolstered by the Light within, 
mver steedfast, shunning sin, 
Built their homes upon a rock, 
For the Fether's little flock. 


Come we on thenksgiving bent 
For the blessings Thou hast sent, 
For Thy loving help and cere 
Thou hast given everywhere; 
For the beauties of the places 
Thou endured with brightest graces, 
For the summer, for the spring 
And for every living thing, 
Things which keep us close to Thee, 
Father, hear us, thus we pray; 


Heavenly Father, thus we bow, 
Prey Thee that Thou wilt endow 

The descendants of that bend, 
From Thy loving, giving Hand, 

With a Light from Thee, divine, 
That each path may ever shine 

And,:for all who mind the Light, 
Walking upright in Thy sight, 

Prithee, bless them, as Thou wilt, 
Building for them as they built. 
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WASTERN DISTRICT 
Represented by the Meeting on 
TWELFTH STREET, 


Centre Squere Meeting House built........... 1685. 
Public Gremmer School set up..........- »+- +1689. 
Twelfth Street Meeting House built.......... 1812. 
Meertiene at Bb Li Sods wc te cele 4 poe a> oes eee ve 1&13. 


Westerr District Monthly Meeting settled... .1814. 
Friends' School moved to Twelfth Street.....1874. 
The School removed to Germantown..........-.1925. 
Location of Meeting et No. 20, South 12th Street. 


FEIK EK ESE HE HEH 


Twelfth Street Meeting, representing the Yestern District of Phile- 
delphie Monthly Meeting, belongs to Philadelphie Querter of Philedelphie 
Yearly Meeting of the Orthodox branch of the Society of Friends, In 1938 
its Monthly Meetings are omitted in the Seventh and Fighth Months. The 
Meeting House is locetéd on the western side of Twelfth Street, No. 20, 
between Nerket end Chestnut Streets. Cn one of the teblets at the entrence 
gateway, is this ennouncement:- FRIENDS' MEETING for Divine Worship 
First Dey (Sundey) 10.30.A.M. Fourth Day (Yednesdey) 10.30 A.M. Seets 
Free. This house is open for preyer end meditation during the week. Vis- 
itors Welcome. 

The Meeting House is closely surrounded by high business buildings 
which cest deep and somber shadows over it, giving it. a dull, gloomy ep- 
pearence outwardly, but it is very comfortable and pleasant within. 

Of the Western District and the Twelfth Street Meeting, Drs Ezra 
Michener, in his "Retrospect of Herly Quekerism", gives the following 
notes of interest:- 

"1813.- So early as the year 1685, the same yeer in which the Bank 
meeting-house was rebuilt, Friends elso erected the 'Centre Meeting-house, 
on the southwest corner of Market and Broad Streets. This was intended 
for day meetings, while thet at the Bank was for evening use. According 
to the originel city plan, Broad Street was intended to have been where 
Twelfth Street now is, or midway between the two rivers. Hence it is pro- 
bable thet the present Twelfth Street house may stand upon neerly the same 
ground which its predecessor occupied. 

"1813.- The present Twelfth Street meeting-house was built in 1812, 
and the first meeting for worship held therein or the first first day in 
the fourth month, 1813." 

"Rfter the division in 1827, Friends (Hicksites) who had belonged to 
this Monthly Meetinz were joined to those of Philadelphie and Green 
Street." 

"1814,- It is agread to propose to the judgment of the Quarterly 

Meeting, that a Monthly Meeting be held on the fourth dey preceding the 
last sixth dey but one in the month, end a preparative neeting in the 
week preceding the Monthly Meeting." 

"The foregoing is an extract fron the minute of Philadelphia Month- 
ly Meeting, dated 27th of first month, 1314, which was sent up to, end 
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approved by, the Quarterly Meeting, the 7th of second month, 1814. 'The 
first Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia for the Western Dis- 
trict, was held on the 16th of third month, 1814.'" 

From the minutes of the early books of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting 
the following information has been extracted as bearing upon the history 
of the Centre Meeting House, mentioned above as probably occupying the 
locality where Twelfth Street Meeting House now stends. The book of min- 
utes from which these heave beeh obtained is a printed copy of the origin- 
al minutes of Philedelphia Monthly Meeting of Friends. This copy is in 
the Library of the Pennsylvenia Historical Society et Thirteenth end Lo- 
cust Streets, Philedelphie, end bears every evidence of the copyist hev- 
_ ing corrected all errors of orthogrephy, punctuation and peculiarities 
prevalent in ancient manuscripts, thereby putting the language in modern 
guise. 

"Friends being met in the fear of the Lord the sixth day of the third 
month, 1684, and heving waited a certain season as usually, they proceed- 
ed to business. They take into consideration the building of a meeting 
house. Agreed & concluded that the following friends, vizt. Thomas Lloyd, 
James Claypoole, Thomes “Yynne, Griffith Jones, Frencis Fincher, Thomas 
Holme, Robert Turner, Samuel Carpenter, John Barnes, Henry Lewis, Robert 
Eweer, end John Songhurst, or any six of them do attend the Govenour to 
know his pleasure, concerning a place convenient to build @ meeting house 
upon, and thet the said friends mey agree upon such methods as may be 
suiteble for the Effecting of the same, an account whereof is Expected to 
be returned to the next Quarterly Meeting." 

On 6th Mo. 5, 1684.- "A place to build a meeting house upon, being 
taken into the consideration of the meeting, after some consultation it 
wés unanimously egreed, thet the said meeting house shall be builded in 
the Center, being the middle way betwixt Deleware River and Schuylkill, 
according as it is already designed & pitched upon, and the building to 
be made of Brick. Its dimensions being in length 60 feet, in bresdth 40 
feet, and the height referred to further consideration." 

9th Mo. 4, 1684.- "The meeting considered that there is want of some- 
thing to be done to the new meeting house, to meke it more Comfortable as 
to Cold & Ce for the wonen & eged— and have appointed Ralph Fretwell & 
Henry Lewis to get the same accomplished with all speed." 

"At the appointed meeting the ninth day of the twelfth month 1684, 
friends being met in pursuance of last monthly meetings order relating to 
the relief of poor friends— — Friends agree thet friends of Germantown 
be taken cars of et the Quarterly Meeting, end that they may be concluded 
in this or Tacony Meeting." 

"At our Quarterly Meeting in Philedelphia the seventh of the fourth 
month 1686 The meetins considering of a Collection for the meeting house 
in the Center ven Protherpugh subscribed one pound. Henry Turmis one 
bushel of Corn." 

"A e Monthly Meeting the Twenty ninth of Eighth month 1686 Thomas 
Fitzwater hath underteken to send e man to the Center Meeting house to be 
an assistant to Thomas Marl for the carrying on the boarding and shing- 
ling the roof, and give the mesting Credit for the same." , 

"At a Monthly Meeting in Philedelphia the Twenty sixth of the ninth 
month 1686. friends being met together to inspect into the affairs of 
Truth. The Hipping of the Roof of the Center meeting house being in dis- 


sien ae. Ea eat Se ne ee 


q 


: 
: 


/ 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 


a 


a SE IEE IF es SAS OE EE 


4 
. 


' wel? OES ie a 

ait’ -BLBL .dtgog baosee Yo AF? ort eer eingtoneencan ay boven 
~eid ovedse® ett 101 aldqlobalild, to abaekst Yo. ‘yal teow viditnont . 
‘IBLE ytoom bid? to dtOl edt mo bled waw «tobe 
gniseeM yiddnolf sinqtehs {int to eatood ylase ant to vedunim edt movk 
yioteid ott cog nataised as betosidtxe need ean nol tani Unt gniwollot ¢ me 
ofc grityquoso yidadorg as evods benoitnem ,~emvoh antteeh aise) ent to 
-stm to Jood alt Priwiestey wor @esoH priteeM teeut? sHiLewT avvedw ‘ytiisool = 
~aigite eit lo yqos bedning s ef benisido deed eve oxent dott mot? retu_ 
ot ef yqoo weil? -abnets% to ankveem yUitual atdqlobelidd Yo eetunto pee 
od bas difseedridt Js ytetoo® LaokaptvethH sinsviyenned edi to yraxdid edz ‘ie 
“vad talyqes ed? to somebive yreve exsed bas sldgiebs lind eetosite Jevo ‘ 
eisiuaituoen bua solsemtonug »«yigstaodixe to exor1e [la besoeri0a gat 
wrebom nk snaugisl elt satsiug yderett ,ataloeinam tuelone at ine Llevetg | 


A 


Ee oe 


oo 


. »ealuy 
4 biidtd edd to bas d3xie eds biol aft to xe8t oft ak dew gated shbnotaa* 
i athlon rouf «ylisuey es vonses oisties a bettew gatved bas .d88f .tinop 


hhoet a to grtbitud eld soksarebtenos 6fnt edad yetT .oeentend oF be 

‘byo} J escodT .3stv :abpelst grtwolfot edt sant bebyfonos 4 beergA «.esuon ~ 

eamotT ,redontt stone7d paenoL dti2tiad . samy gamoeT .eloogys!D pemst oa 

pared 1relwel yee »senied nol «istieqredD Ieome® «teal dredoh ~emfoR 
woseved eft bxetis ob melt to xie yoe “0 « Herne ari02 mol baa .asewd 
aauor wot joes 5 biped of Jnotnevnos opatq s uninwwgaweo , eneselq sid wont 
. yao a2 ebor ious CoqN esize yam sbhnety? Bite eft Sait bao .poqu 

oF Sesh cau a \obkude iat shal 1a omen wit to gnitge't') sit 10t eldativr 
i‘ . ‘.onitect vivstiauS dxen edt o+ bemiuses.ed 

+ Ye od moqe esvot gniteem e bliud of eoatq AY =.RBOl .2 .oM AdO AO. | ae 
fi goad red Tueoe 9 soe r9t%8 ,yettoan edt to polfenabienco ets, ogni nodes iy 

b hebstud od {fete cavol puiteem bisa eft Jedd gbesrge \levominenis 6 sd 

: Nitty psatog bad tevih erewele@ txniwied yaw elbh ie eet yated -tedaeD eff. ae 

of Eniblivd ons bee .oqu betotig # hergieeh ybeests el ti es gaibroose «7 a 

Oe ethagid yh ,toet OF igael nk ynked enotenemih atl .t2is@ Io ebamoed” at 

omer: " woldmroblenos welds?’ of betre Tew Idgied eit btm Soot 
~ence to Stan gi wierd? Jailt beebtenod goiteem oT e,BESL .d olf dite a 

ge oidatioted). eick. 2i eter of ", sevof aciteer wen oat of enob ed of gnkdd., 7 
Z {fowten® Sates betxioggs eved bra —bege £ nerow eat 10% 23. 4 Blood. of 7 

“ Peoge Ils dttw bedetiqnoooe eames eft teg of stwel yume 

1P8aL : {foo dtliew? eft to yeb dtatea ef} antsoam. beth toqas ent sa" ‘ es 

of ynitelex ashi agittess yidinom dual to sonsunteg al tem yuted shnetit es, 
nwotnami6) to ebnettt Sent £9238 papas swt <t 100q to tetfex elt 979 

bebu Lone » od yam yods Hatt cba ae Tyee, fre saeug jt te 20 esas neded.od | hee 

fee yxoosT 16 efdd wt 


J Wtuiet Ay Yo ld idafone Lia nt palLteeM Bitetawyp.auo fan Oe 
PPTs sim rg ct seen: siegerar St a 


i. 


desoi yaitcem aft tot mokdsetfo a) 
ono elm! yinelt -bauog ono, hedivsedue sapirayery? nevt binge ent mi Re 
; * 30 Wan DM a: 
eamodT 860f ddnom Nidgid to atnto vita bool ankseov ‘eatneid SB, 4 “ 
ed of sevort saltogh 19tD62, Oba OF nam 8 bee 0 netedrebay ited 7 ~~ 
mer saa eee odd: io griyrias ods got fre asmocT of tres 


Fi cde ie. itt | iit ore 


343 


course how to proceed in order to get it done, end accordingly several 
persons have subscribed to pey those workmen thet underteke the same." 

"At our Monthly Meeting held at the meeting house upon the front of 
Delewere the Twenty sixth of the sixth month 1687. Thomas Merl heving 
laid before this meeting that his wife heth baen gone from him this ; 
Night or nine years, and desires their advise relating to his marrying 
agein. For his presnat setisfectian The meeting answers him they will 
teke time to consider further of it." 

On 29 of 6 mo 1690 "There was ae paper sent to this meeting desiring 
their considerstion and assistance towerds sinking a well neer the Cen- 
ter Meeting House, which wes considered end Assented unto." 

Side by side with Twelfth Street Meeting House, for many years, 1874 
to 1925, wes loceted the William Penn Charter School. In 1925 it wes re- 
moved to a new location on West School Lene in Germentown. The old build 
ing on Twelfth Street wes demolished end the site, in 1928, wes occupied 
by @ brench of the Philadelphia Saving Fund Society who temporsrily erec 
ted a dismel looking little office building which a few years afterwards 
wes repleced by the present (1938) structure of lerge capacity and great 
height. 
In the annual circular, distributed in 1928, to petrons by the Wil- 
liem Penn Cherter School, the following outline of the history of the in 
stitution is set forth in the opening pages:- 

"At e@ meeting of the Provincisl Council held First Month 17, 1684, 
Governor Penn presiding, it was resolved ‘that care be Taken about the 
Leerning and Instruction of Youth, to wit: A School of Arts and Sciences 
This intention wes not acted on until 1689, when Willism Penn, writing 
from England to Thomes Lloyd, President of the Council, instructed him 
to set up ‘a Public Gremmer School' in Philadelphia, which he promised 
to incorporate et ea future time. At a session of the Monthly Meeting of 
Friends of Philedelphia held Seventh Month 26, 1689, an agreement was en- 
tered into with George Keith to take charge of the School, as Head Mast- 
er. On Second Month 12, 1698, upon the petition of Samuel Carpenter, Ed- 
werd Shippen, Anthony Morris, James Fox, David Lloyd, Yillian Southby, 
and John Jones, on behalf of themselves and others, an Act of Incorpora- 
tion was grented by the Provincial Council. This act of Incorporation re- 
meined in force until Penn's next visit to the colony when he was request 
ed by prominent citizens, seversl of whom had been with the movement froa 
the first, to redeem his promise to grant the School a Cherter from his 
own hand. This he did on the same day on which he chartered the city it- 
self, viz: Tenth Month 25, 1701. By the terms of this Charter, as well 
as by those of a more liberal one granted in 1708, the School was still 
under the joint care of the Meeting and the Corporation. This plan of 
conducting the School proving unsatisfactory, Penn, then in Hngland, de- 
termined to place the management of ths School upon a broad and independ- 
ent basis under the sole control of 2» self-perpetuating body of fifteen 
men. The Cherter of 1711 was the result, and under this Charter the Schoo 
has been conducted fron that day to this. Among those who were prominent 
in tho management of the School during the Colonial Period were James 
Logen, secretary to William Penn, Robert Proud, historian of Pennsylva- 
nia, Charles Thomson, Secretary to the Continental Congress, and Anthony 
Benezet the philanthropist. 
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"On the twenty-third of Ninth Month, 1925, after the sale of the 
city property and generous contributions from Overseers and Alumi, the 
Williem Penn Cherter School begen its two hundred and thirty-sixth year 
in the new buildings at Pinehurst, the twenty-two acre tract on School 
Lane, Germentown,- the gift in 1903 of the Wxecutors of the estate of 
the late Clementine Cope. The School is now opereted on a country day 
school program of academic work, supervised study and athletics and re- 
creation in the afternoon. This’is the third location of the School,- 
which began in 1689 in a down-town situation, was moved to 8 South 
Twelfth Street at the time of the reorgenization in 1874, end has now 
reelized the ambition which was expressed by Richard M. Jones (Headmast- 
er 1874-1917) end was developed by the Overseers." 

In the hell et Pinehurst is a tablet in memory of Professor Jones, 
_ the Headmaster of the school forty-two years. It reads:- “Richard Mott 
Jones L.L.D., Born June 29, 1843, Died August 1, 1917. Presented by the 
Members of the School - 1918." 
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wast PHILADELPHIA. 
represented by 
HicMsite Meeting at 35th and Lancaster Ave. 
Orthodox Meeting at 42nd and Powelton Ave. 


JOO EX OK 
Hicksite. 
Meeting organizedeccrrrerevcesrererrenlSal. 
First Meeting House built........+...-1851. 
School-annex DULlt. cscs eccsceeeeeve eee LB73~ 
Second Meeting House built......++++++1902. 
Centennial Anniversaryeccsccceceeeee sl I37e . 
Orthodox. . 
Meeting Organizedesscrcrceeesvsccovves 
Meeting House DUEL TPS visions 6 s.ccdteiis lea e's so LORS’ 
Meeting discontinued--.ecesseerrerecees 
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There are two Friends' Meeting Houses located in Philedelphia west of 
the Schuylkill River. They are about eigth squares from each other and are 
both Indulged Meetings in Philadelphia Quarter of the Yearly Meeting of 
the Society of Friends. Of these, at the present time, the one belonging 
to Arch Street Friends is the older building. It is located et the corner 
of Forty-second and Powelton Avenue, was built in 1873, and is called by 
the name of the latter named thoroughfere, which it faces. The Powelton 
Avenue Meeting House is a medium-sized and decidedly handsome, pretenti- 
ous looking structure surrounded by spacious grounds, all kept in the 
most commendable order, ettractive to the sight, with its paved walks; 
clean grass-plots, the small row of wagon-sheds at the left of the House, 
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end the trees which add to the beauty of the spot. The Meeting House is 

@ brick building trimmed in white, and has a fine porch over the entrence 
supported by lerge white columns; there, likewise, are smeller covered 
entrances st either end of the House; and the date, 1873, is on a marble 
block built in the eastern geble to the left of the semicircular transom, 
not in the center as is the usuel custom. with date-stones. 

George Vaux, writing for the Centennial Anniversary hald et Arch 
Street Meeting House in 1904, gave this account of the Powelton Avenue 
property of Friends:- "In the early pert of the last century Williem 
Hemilton owned a considerable body of land in Yest Philadelphia. There 
he laid out what he called Hemilton Villege, and for the purpose of en- 
coursging the sale of the lots he donated plots of ground to various re- 
ligious denominetions es sites for meeting-houses. Among these Friends 
were included. The lot given to Friends was on the nortn side of Chest- 
nut Street, I think, between Fortieth and Forty-first Streets, but it may 
heave been further east. No meeting-house, however, was ever built there. 
This lot greatly improved in value end to such an extent thet it was 
thought, in the sixties, were it sold the proceeds would be sufficient 
to purchase another lot in e less axpensive neighborhood and erect 2a 
meeting-house upon it. It was also apperent that the Chestnut Street lot 
was very unsuitebls for the purpose, being next to an edifice built by 
enother religious denomination." It was later sold "and the present 
location with its grove of ancient oeks, probably the most ettractive of 
eny of our meeting-house sites in Philadelphia, was purchased to take 
its place. Several years afterwards, in 1873, the present meéting-house 
wes erected, which, as Friends alreedy know, has been greatly enlerged 
and improved in the last year (1903.) " 

The whole aspect of the Powslton Avenue Meeting House is redolent 
of cheerfulness, lending reedy convenience to the kodak for making good 
and attractive pictures. Meetings were held there for over half e centu- 
ry- Removals of its members from the vicinity and the rapid settlement 
of the neighborhood by another class of citizens, chiefly of the colored 
race, greatly interfered with this Indulged Meeting. In 1928 it was sched 
uled es holding its reguler neetings, but, four years later, it wes no 
longer placed on the list of Meetings in the annual Friends’ Almanac pub- 
lished by the Tract Association of Friends, 302 Arch Street. In 1938 the 
Powelton Avenue Meeting House is used by the colored people settled in 
the neighborhood for their religious gatherings. 

Though Powelton Avenue Meeting Houses gives excellent opportunities 
for photographic purposes, on the other hand, the West Philadelphia Meet- 
ing House of Hicksite Friends is unfortunately situated for the best ad- 
vantage of the photographer. Though built in 1902, it is, es a Meeting, 
of much older date than the Orthodox meeting in West Philadelphia, having 
been organized in 1837, and having had another Meeting House that was e- 
rected in 1851, the place of which is now occupied by the present build- 
ing. The following minutes from Philadelphia Monthly Meeting records, with 
remarks made by "zrea Michener in the valuable book he published in 1860 
called "A Retrospect of Early Quakerism", give some knowledge of the or- 
ganization of this Hicksite Meeting:- 

"1837.=- The joint committee of men and women Friends appointed to 
take into consideration the. opening of an indulged mesting at West Phil- 
adelphie, having twice met and deliberated thereon, feel willing to re- 
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commend to the Monthly Meeting that an indulged meeting for worship, on 
first day mornings, under the care of a committee, be opened st West 
Philadelphia, to commence &c. &c. Signed, on behalf of the committee, 
Samuel Haydock James Martin 
Susanna Haydock Mary Biddle 

"The report was adopted, and the meeting has since been regularly 
continued, under the care of the Monthly Meeting. For a time, it was 
held in a room, provided for the purpose, until a lot wes obtained, and 
a meeting-house erected thereon. The first meeting held in the new house 
wes on the 22nd of the ninth month, 1851." 

The two minutes now given were copied by the compiler of tnese notes 
from the Monthly Meeting books and refer to West Philadelphia Meeting 
during the earlier yeers of its history. 

"At an adjourned monthly meeting of Friends of Philadelphia held at 
Cherry Street 10mo 27. 1847- The following report was read and adopted, 
and Isaac Townsend, Richard McIlvain, Amos Lukens, Israel Taylor, Willi- 
am Eyre, Jonathan Jones, William P. Sharplefs, Silas D Elson and Joel 
Atkinson were eppointed to have the oversight of the meeting for the en- 
suing year— ‘To the Monthly Meeting' ‘The Joint Committee appointed to 
have the oversight of West Philadelphia Meeting- Report that they have 
attended to the service, and that the meetings have been Satisfactory, 
(though sometimes small,) and feel Willing to recommend that it be con- 
tinued as heretofore ' 

Signed on behalf of the Committee 
Richard McIlvaine 
Philadelphia John Saunders 
10mo 18th 1847 Anne Sharpless 
Henneh R Chandlee " 

"At an adjourned Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philada., held at 
Cherry street 1Omo 25th 1848. At at meeting of the joint committee of 
men end women friends- appointed to have the oversight of West Philada 
Meeting for the past Year, most of the members were prosent- There was 
a full Expression of satisfaction in their attendance at that meeting 
and ab it appears to be the desire of Friends there the committee were 
united inproposing that the meeting Should be continued for another year 
Philada. 10mo 12, 1848. 

Signed on behelf of the committee 
Isaac Townsend Silas D Edson 
Hanneh Townsend Elizabeth Walton " 

Associated with the West Philadelphia Meeting is the Lancaster Ave- 
nue Friends' private day school, a thriving elementary department that 
preperes pupils for the higher gredes of Friends' Central School at Over- 
brook. The school building is constructed as an annex to the Meeting 
House, has bright, cheorful apartments, but is limited in the space al- 
lotted to its recreation grounds. Pupils in this school attend Divine 
services in the adjoining Meeting House. The school, when organized, was 
conducted in the Meeting House. The following minute of the Monthly 
Meeting relates to the erection of special rooms for the needs of the 
schools- 

"Fourth day 6th Mo. 25th 1873 The Meeting proceded— The clerk 
being absent. John Saunders was appointed for the day. The property Com- 
mittee was authorized to confer with the School Committee adopt a plan. 
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and expend not exceeding one thousand dollars on asc of this Meeting.- 
To the Monthly Meeting— The School Committee find the accommodations 
for the school at West Philadelphia are inadequate to the proper advance- 
ment of the pupils. (there being no class rooms) and it is proposed, with 
the consent of the Monthly Meeting, to heve erected ea one story school 
room adjoining the Meeting house on the Bast. The Cost of which, includ- 
ing the necess&ry new apparatus and furniture, we estimate will be about 
Two thousand dollars ($2000.) The addition will enable the committee to 
use the present rooms, for class rooms, and it will increase the value 
of the property. We propose that the expense shall be equally borne by 
the Monthly Meeting end the School Committee with the understanding that 
the Monthly Meeting shall not be expected to contribute more than One 
Thousand dollars ($1000.) The new building will enable the committee to 
raise the standard of the school to the wants of the neighborhood, And 
with an additional Teacher render proper ettention to those placed under 
our care. 
Cn behalf of the Com. 
Clement M. Biddle Clerk. 
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